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Neighbors help neighbors after Hurricane Michael slams Southwest Georgia 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

The Southwest District bore the brunt of Hurricane Michael’s wrath in Georgia as the storm 
slammed into the area last Wednesday afternoon and evening as a Category 3 hurricane. 

Michael brought 115 mph winds and downed trees and power lines throughout the region. 
Homes, churches, and businesses were damaged and destroyed. Cotton, peanut, and pecan crops, 
which were not yet fully harvested, were decimated.  

But through it all, many United Methodists remain grateful and hopeful. Churches across the 
Southwest District gathered for worship Sunday, many without power and water. They shared 
God’s hope and praised Him for His protection, provision, and promises. 

“Hurricane Michael can’t stop God’s people from Warwick and Warwick UMC from gathering 
in worship and fellowship to hear His word! We may not have power or water but where two or 
three are gathered … Buildings do not matter,” Sandra Fuller posted on Facebook Sunday 
morning as Warwick UMC, which lost its steeple in the storm, gathered outside to worship. “We 
BELONG to God and when we BELIEVE in Him we will BECOME the people He is calling us 
to be.” 

The storm’s impact 

Hurricane Michael’s impact is widespread and far reaching, and it caused damage that will last 
generations, officials say. 

Nobody in Colquitt was spared by Hurricane Michael, said Rev. Scott Stanfill, pastor of Colquitt 
United Methodist Church.   

“Everybody has trees down and lots of folks have damage to cars and homes,” he said. “Nobody 
got away unscathed. Nobody is unaffected.” 

The church’s roof is damaged, with shingles torn off down to the plywood. Water seeped 
through into the church, and on Thursday there was standing water and debris in nearly every 
room in the church. Chunks of insulation littered the floor, and trees were down all over the 
parsonage’s yard. 

The damage is everywhere, Rev. Stanfill said, and will take months to repair. 

“There’s so much damage, but all of that can be fixed. It’s going to be a marathon and not a 
sprint to get this cleaned up.” 

Despite the overwhelming losses, he sees God at work as neighbors work side by side to help 
one another. 



“Everybody’s doing what everybody does – rallying together and helping others. Nobody’s 
complaining. I haven’t heard any ask, ‘why me?’ We just know we’re in it together and we’re 
going to get through it together,” Rev. Stanfill said. “Even in the midst of all the destruction we 
can see the hidden hand of God at work in all of it, bringing hope out of despair and life out of 
death. That’s our faith.” 

More than 90 members of the Casa de Vida y Paz congregation sheltered at the church to stay 
safe when Hurricane Michael tore through Bainbridge last week.  

Safely inside, the congregation watched as trees swayed, buckled, and broke outside. 

“Nothing touched the church. Not even a small branch. God took care of us so well,” said lay 
leader Jaime Gallaga.  

Since the storm hit, the church has continued to shelter those who had extensive damage to their 
homes. Gallaga had several trees fall on his house, and his stepson lost his home when four trees 
fell across it, but the congregation feels grateful that they are safe. 

“We’re happy because we see how God takes care of us,” Gallaga said. “We agree that material 
things we can replace.”  

Albany residents have become all too familiar with disasters lately, having experienced 
destructive storms in January 2017 and now in Hurricane Michael’s path. This storm was more 
far reaching and destructive than the straight-line wind storm of early 2017, said Laura Haygood, 
Albany First United Methodist Church’s director of missions and outreach. 

“Albany was as prepared as we could have been for Hurricane Michael, but this one has had a 
horrendous impact on Albany, destroying homes, power, water systems, and cell service,” she 
said. “Many church members have had major damage to their homes and property, especially 
those who are farmers, where the damage was prolific.” 

People are tired, overwhelmed, and at a loss as to what to do, she said, but they are grateful to be 
alive and know that possessions can be replaced. 

The challenges ahead are great, as are the needs, Haygood said, especially since many in the 
Albany area had just recovered and rebuilt from last year’s storms. But they are strong and have 
hope. 

“Now we pick each other up, rebuild, and point people to the One who calms the storms. 
Neighbors are helping neighbors, God is at work, and churches are stacking hands to spread hope 
in these hard times,” she said. “Albany is resilient and we are proud of our community. Pray for 
us, send money, and bring a work team – we’ll put you to work.” 

Everyone in Donalsonville is feeling the impact of Hurricane Michael. The rural farming 
community, nestled between Dothan, Ala. and Bainbridge, Ga., was hit especially hard by the 
category 3 storm. 



“The damage looks like a tornado, with trees snapped in half, like toothpicks. It looks like 
devastation,” said Rev. Nate Lehman, pastor of Friendship United Methodist Church. “They’re 
calling it ground zero here, but to tell you the truth, it could have been worse. This community is 
strong and everybody loves their neighbors and they’re all trying to help each other out.” 

The parsonage sustained some damage, there are trees down everywhere, the carport is torn off, 
and the roof needs to be tarped, but the church, while covered in trees, is in remarkably good 
condition, he said. Many church members lost their homes, their cars, and their crops. 

“There’s going to be a long-term impact because Donalsonville is the center of business for this 
community. Everything is closed and damaged. Farmers lost fields full of crops. There’s going to 
be a big impact on this community.” 

But, he said, the congregation and the community are going to rally and help each other as much 
as they can. He sees light even in this dark time because people are helping one another. 

“Hope is seen in the little girl who was helping bag food and hand it out to people. Hope is seen 
in neighbors who are grilling food from their fridge and freezer and sharing it with others. You 
see hope in your neighbors, that’s where you see it.” 

Adding to the devastation in Seminole County, members of Reynolds Chapel United Methodist 
Church have been told they will be without power for about eight weeks.  

Located on the Georgia-Florida border at Lake Seminole, Reynolds Chapel UMC, in 
Donalsonville, was hit hard by Hurricane Michael. Huge trees blocked roads and driveways and 
church members were stuck inside their homes. Rev. Tammy Fincannon, pastor of Reynolds 
Chapel UMC, attempted to drive from house to house to account for each congregant, but was 
unable to get far because of downed trees. Undeterred, she continued on foot until she reached 
each member and made sure they were safe. 

Trained and ready to help 

In the past two years, South Georgia United Methodists have readied themselves to respond to 
disasters by being trained as Early Response Team Members. 

“For the past two years, having gone 25 years without a major disaster in our area, we’ve had a 
series of hurricanes, tornadoes, and straight-line winds,” said South Georgia Bishop R. Lawson 
Bryan. “All the many ways our people have volunteered to be trained means that we are better 
equipped right now to respond. It’s what our people have done over the past two years that has 
prepared us to be able to respond well now.” 

Nashville United Methodist Church’s ERT team spent Saturday in Bainbridge, clearing trees off 
of houses and out of yards.  

The same day, Pierce Chapel United Methodist Church’s ERT team worked to cut and clear trees 
from Cooks Union United Methodist Church and Harvest Church’s ERT team worked at 
Friendship UMC in Donalsonville.  



How to help now 

Bishop Bryan, who visited the Southwest District and met with pastors and laity Friday, said that 
in the midst of devastating loss he saw resilient people who share a love for their community. 

“These people not only love their church, but they love their community, so they have a sense of 
being together in recovery,” he said. “It’s not just one individual who has been affected, but 
everybody, so the response is coming from everybody as a community. The hope comes as you 
see how they are helping each other.” 

South Georgia congregations and individuals are being asked to pray for those affected.  

They’re also invited to give financially to South Georgia’s disaster relief fund. Monetary gifts 
will be extremely important during the response to the affected areas. Special offerings to help 
with storm recovery needs may be sent to the South Georgia Conference Storm Recovery 
efforts. Individuals may give in one of three ways: 

1. Through their local church, with a note that the giving is for “Conference Advance 
Special #6796 - South Georgia Storm Recovery (Disaster Response).” The local church 
will then send the money to the Conference Administrative Services Office. 
 

2. Mail a check, made out to the South Georgia Conference, to the Administrative Services 
Office. Please use Conference Advance Special #6796 - South Georgia Storm 
Recovery (Disaster Response). Address: PO Box 13145; Macon, GA 31208 
 

3. Give online 

The need for help will remain long after the immediate crisis is over. 

“Long term recovery is ahead. ERT teams will be needed for the next few months,” said Rev. 
Nate Lehman. “We dealt with a hurricane. Vast amounts of people are going to be in recovery.” 

If you have a team ready to serve, please contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com or 478-
335-6678. 

 

Arca de Fuego worships in new home 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Sunday, Aug. 26 was a day of celebration for Arca de Fuego, the Hispanic congregation of 
Americus First United Methodist Church, as they opened the doors of their new facility. 

About 270 members of the Hispanic congregation gathered in the downtown Americus location 
and sang songs, worshiped, and thanked God for their new home. 



While the congregation is 15 years old, Sunday, Aug. 26 was their first service in the Clarence 
Jorden Center on Habitat for Humanity’s campus on Millard Fuller Blvd. A satellite campus of 
Americus First UMC, Arca de Fuego is moving towards autonomy but will always be part of the 
Americus First UMC family, says senior pastor Dr. Jerry Roe, Jr.  

The need for a new home became apparent when the Arca de Fuego congregation – previously 
meeting in Americus First UMC’s social hall – regularly filled its former space. With little room 
for growth, Rev. Noel Perez, who leads the congregation, and Dr. Roe knew it was time to find a 
new place to meet. 

“It became really apparent that this was to be a growing congregation,” Dr. Roe said. 

After several fits and starts, nearly three years of prayers, and a lot of patience, a new site was 
found and the congregation is excited about the opportunity to grow and minister in a new 
location.  

“It has proven to be a marvelous, perfect place for them to worship and minister out of,” Dr. Roe 
said of Arca de Fuego’s new home on the Habitat for Humanity campus. “This has been really 
terrific.” 

Sponsored by Connectional Ministries, Americus First UMC, the Northwest District, and 
Congregational Development, Arca de Fuego is a vibrant, faithful community of Spanish-
speaking United Methodists led by Rev. Perez. While they will gather in their new location in 
Americus, they will continue to minister to and serve the whole community of Sumter County, 
says Rev. Daniel Medina, director of South Georgia’s Hispanic Ministries. 

Their ministries include a worship center with a contemporary, vibrant liturgy that responds to 
the Hispanic and Latino culture and a worship service in Spanish, English, and Haitian Creole 
languages; community ministries including a clothing closet, a food pantry, a shelter, and a soup 
kitchen; outreach programs including after-school ministries, health fairs, immigration clinics, 
on-site mobile consulates, clinics, and courses of certification; youth and children’s ministries; 
and social events. 

Arca de Fuego’s ministries serve the entire community and Rev. Perez has the unique ability to 
minister to all Hispanics, Dr. Roe said. 

“(Arca de Fuego) is really a melting pot for the Hispanic community, and I think the real key to 
his success are the relationships he has with all the different Hispanic cultural groups.” 

The growth of Arca de Fuego and its move to a new home have been a work of the Holy Spirit, 
Dr. Roe says, and he’s proud of both the Americus First UMC congregation for its prayerful 
support and the Arca de Fuego congregation for its faithfulness. 

“It’s been an extraordinary movement of the Spirit. I can’t tell you the number of times I’ve 
watched the Spirit move, very subtly but powerfully, at just the right times and in the right way.” 



 

Delegation hosts first listening post session 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

More than 30 people gathered at The Chapel in Brunswick Thursday, Oct. 11 as the South 
Georgia Conference’s General Conference delegation hosted its first of three listening post 
sessions. 

An opportunity for South Georgia clergy and laity to share their thoughts and take part in the 
Way Forward conversation, the listening post was hosted by Rev. Jay Hanson, a member of the 
delegation and lead pastor of The Chapel Ministries in Brunswick. 

Rev. Hanson did not make a presentation or answer questions, but was present to listen to 
everyone who wished to speak. Other delegation members had planned to attend, but were 
unable to travel due to Hurricane Michael’s impact on the conference. 

“We want today to be primarily about listening,” Rev. Hanson said as he opened the session 
before praying for those affected by Hurricane Michael.  

Those gathered were respectful and attentive as 14 people spoke and shared their views.  

A large group of pastors and lay members of Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church in 
Savannah made the trip to Brunswick to voice their opinions on the three main legislative 
options that emerged from the Commission on a Way Forward’s work with the Council of 
Bishops and are scheduled to be on the agenda as legislation during the special called 2019 
General Conference in St. Louis.  

“Myself and others, particularly in our congregation, feel that the One Church model would be a 
little bit better for United Methodists as a whole,” said Bill Jahn, a member of Asbury Memorial 
UMC in Savannah, after the session. “We came here in order to provide feedback and our 
testimony to what a diverse and a welcoming church has meant to us.” 

Dr. Bill Daniel, pastor of College Place United Methodist Church in Brunswick, asked the 
delegation to remember The United Methodist Church’s mission. He believes that the listening 
posts will help build trust between the delegation and the conference’s laity and clergy. 

“We have to have a voice, and my hope is that the process will, through having lay and clergy 
speak directly with our delegation, create a greater sense of trust that they do represent us,” he 
said after the session. “Whatever product comes out, if we feel like God has been in the process, 
we can trust it a little bit more.” 

The listening posts are important, Rev. Hanson said, because it’s critical to listen and relate to 
one another respectfully even in the midst of disagreement. 

“As a denomination, we have some very important decisions to make,” he said. “We obviously 
want to do the right thing, but we also want to do it the right way. How we do what we do may 



be as important as what we do. It can certainly be risky and a bit scary to give people a 
microphone and let them say whatever they want, but I think today we saw that it can also be 
helpful. We all want to be heard. To be peacemakers doesn’t mean we forfeit our stance or dilute 
our beliefs, but it does mean we allow everyone to be heard.”   

Two additional listening posts are scheduled, for Oct. 17 at Centenary United Methodist Church 
in Macon and Oct. 25 at Cordele First United Methodist Church. Click here for more 
information.  

 

A note from Bishop Bryan: Alive Together in Storm Recovery 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Our church members and our pastors in the areas most affected by Hurricane Michael are hard at 
work checking on those in their churches and communities. Rev. Tammy Fincannon is a good 
example of what I am seeing: faithful pastors tending to the needs of their church and 
communities. Tammy serves as pastor of Reynolds Chapel UMC which is located at Lake 
Seminole in the area where Hurricane Michael first entered South Georgia. The wooded area 
around the lake is filled with residents, many of whom live there in retirement. After the 
hurricane, the access roads were blocked by debris. Even as the Army worked to open the roads, 
Tammy showed up at the homes of her members to check on them and to assess their needs. It 
was not uncommon to hear someone say, “I can’t believe you are here. How did you get into this 
area?” Tammy found a way. And that is the same grit and determination that we are seeing all 
over the South Georgia Conference. I want to thank our faithful pastors who will not allow 
anything to keep them from their flock.  

I want to thank our faithful church members who, even without power or water, have quickly 
come to the aid of their neighbors in need.   

Thanks to all the work teams that have already been on location all over South Georgia to join 
the recovery from Hurricane Michael. And thanks to all who will be part of this process for 
months to come. Your presence lifts the spirits of those who must live daily with the lasting 
effects of the damage that was done by this historic storm.   

Your special offerings, your prayers, the supplies and work teams you are sending – all testify to 
the truth that we really are Alive Together in Christ. 

Alive Together in Storm Recovery,  

R. Lawson Bryan 

 



Excitement is contagious! 

OUR CONNECTION MATTERS 
NITA CRUMP 

And now the word of the Lord is ringing out from you to people everywhere … for wherever we 
go we find people telling us about your faith in God. We don’t need to tell them about it, for they 
keep talking about the wonderful welcome you gave us … 1 Thessalonians 1:8-9 (NLT) 

Do you ever get excited about something?  

Did you watch a college football game last Saturday?  I know, I know. When I scream at the 
television, no one on the field can hear me. But I get so excited! What about a high school 
football game on Friday night? No, I don’t scream at the officials when I attend a high school 
game. That just wouldn’t be appropriate. But I find ways to express my excitement about being 
there! When was the last time you went to a concert? If you’re interested, I’ll share my favorite 
concert ever with you. Just email and ask. I’ve been three times with family over the last number 
of years. What a concert! Music, lights, lasers, flames! It’s so exciting! What else excites you?   

In 2017, I had the privilege of traveling to Rwanda with a church in the Southwest District.  
There were many wonderful people to meet and beautiful places to see. There were acts of 
ministry in which we were invited to participate with the folks we were visiting. And there were 
worship services to attend. What an amazing experience! The worship was wonderful! At the 
first worship service on the first Sunday morning, we received an excited welcome. They saw 
our bus and left the church building to line the sides of the small lane and clap and sing as they 
welcomed us.  

The worship was just as lively, with lots of singing and dancing and a good sermon. It didn’t 
matter that we couldn’t understand the language. We could feel the excitement! The second 
worship service on the first Sunday was much the same. As soon as they saw us coming, they 
lined the walkway between the lane and the church building, singing, clapping, and playing 
drums to welcome us. The welcome and the worship services were just as excited and exciting 
on the second Sunday. 

Those worship experiences have stayed with me for nearly 16 months. “Why is that?” you might 
ask. “Because,” I would answer if you asked, “experiencing that kind of excitement before, 
during, and after a worship service is the kind of experience one remembers.”   

I recently witnessed another exciting event. I watched more than 500 thrid through fifth grade 
students at Kidzquest. They were excited to be at Kidzquest. They were excited to worship 
together, and they expressed that excitement in very loud voices! There was no doubt in 
anyone’s mind that the entire group of kids was excited, and that was exciting to me! I left 
energized and ready to take on the world because of the excitement of the kids.   



I’ve learned from the experiences mentioned above. I’ve learned that when people are excited 
about being involved in worship, they tell others. The excitement spreads and the word of the 
Lord rings out from church folk to people everywhere because the church folk are excited!  

Next Sunday, look for reasons to be excited. Reasons like forgiveness and mercy and the love of 
God who practices both. If you are excited about being in church, someone else might catch your 
excitement and then, who knows how many might feel your excitement? Excitement is 
contagious! Let’s get excited about going to church and see how far that excitement goes! 

Dr. Nita Crump serves as Director of Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 
nitac@sgaumc.com.  

 

Abraham and Sarah Birth God’s People 

Fall Quarter: God’s World and God’s People 
Unit 2: God Destroys and Re-Creates 

Sunday school lesson for the week of October 21, 2018 
By Dr. Nita Crump 

Lesson Scripture: Genesis 18:9-15, 21:1-7 
Key Verses: Genesis 21:1 

Purpose: To open ourselves to blessing even when our timetable seems at odds with God. 

Life takes time. Have you ever noticed that? For most of us, life takes 70 to 90 years of living.  
Our culture teaches that life can and should move very fast. In the last 100 years, we’ve gone 
from a relatively calm, slower-paced lifestyle to one in which we’re expected to make decisions 
instantly based on information that flows faster than the eyes can read and the mind can process.  
Being held up in a drive through for more than a minute brings waves of impatience because 
we’re in such a hurry. Days are jam-packed, and we move from one activity to another without 
ceasing, hoping to find a few minutes to sit down and breathe, but rarely doing so. We feel 
compelled to move as fast as we can to accomplish an activity so that there’s more room in our 
schedule for more activities and we rush, rush, rush until we are at the point of dropping and then 
we wonder why we aren’t satisfied with life. We forget two things about life that today’s lesson 
may help us remember. 

First, we have all the time we need to do what God is calling us to do. I hope you’ve read the 
scripture related to this lesson. Let me suggest that you go back and read all of chapter 18.  
Chapter 18 begins with three strangers appearing outside Abraham’s tent. It’s the hottest part of 
the day, a time when no one wants to be busy doing anything in the heat. But hospitality required 



Abraham to act. He couldn’t pretend to not see the strangers standing there. When he saw the 
men, he ran to them, welcomed them, and invited them to rest and be refreshed by a meal. 
Preparing a meal was not an easy task in those days. Bread had to be baked from scratch. Meat 
had to be prepared from scratch, which meant taking a living calf, preparing it for cooking, then 
cooking the fresh meat over a fire in the hottest part of the day. Abraham could have slipped into 
his tent and found something else to busy himself with, hoping that the strangers would continue 
their journey instead of stopping. Abraham knew that God expected him to be hospitable, so he 
made the time to do what God wanted done. The strangers were welcomed and well fed, and in 
return Abraham and Sarah heard the promise that Sarah would have a son the next year.   

Abraham had time to do what God wanted done, not because he suddenly found more time, but 
because he rearranged his priorities so that what God wanted done became more important that 
what he thought needed to be done.   

Second, God’s schedule and our schedule may or may not be the same. We’re told more than 
once in scripture that God’s time is different than human, worldly time. This story is an example 
of how God’s time didn’t match what the humans expected. God had promised to make Abraham 
the father of more people than could be counted. When that didn’t happen according to 
Abraham’s and Sarah’s schedules, they tried to help God keep his promise. The resulting child 
was Ishmael, a son for Abraham, but not the son God meant when he made the promise. When 
the strangers show up and remind Abraham of the promise and tell him that it will be fulfilled 
within a year, Sarah is doubtful of the wisdom of the strangers. There is no more time to have 
children for her. Her body is well past the time of conceiving, nurturing, and giving birth to a 
child. We know the rest of the story. God, in his infinite wisdom, created a way for Sarah to give 
birth even in her advanced age. The birth was just in time – God’s time.   

Often, the hardest answer to a prayer one can receive is the answer to wait. Waiting, and 
patience, are not necessarily easy positions for most humans to take. I remember praying daily 
for a friend to find salvation. I prayed for nearly 10 years. Finally, the day came when I received 
an answer to my prayer. Was my first thought gratitude and celebration? No. My first thought 
was a complaint that God had taken so long to answer my prayer. In this case, as in every case, 
God’s time was not my time, but God’s time was the perfect time. 

There are two more things we can learn from this story. We can learn that God doesn’t mind us 
expressing our doubts. I believe he would rather us give voice to our doubts instead of hiding 
them in our hearts. Sarah doubted so much that she laughed at the very idea of having children in 
her advanced stage of life. One of my favorite verses is Mark 9:24: “The father instantly cried 
out, ‘I do believe, but help me overcome my unbelief.’” (NLT) I think that we should be honest 
with God and express our reasons for unbelief openly because, as we do, we create a space for 
him to do just what the father in Mark asked – help us with our unbelief. 



We can also learn that God keeps his promises regardless of whether we believe or not. God’s 
faithfulness is not dependent on our belief and is not stymied by our doubts. When God makes a 
promise, God keeps his promise. In his time, not ours.   

Life takes time. Make sure to make time for the things of God.   

(Information in this lesson was drawn from The New Application Commentary, Genesis, From 
biblical text…to contemporary life, John H. Walton, p 441-471, 491-506 and the Teacher’s 
Edition of the Adult Bible Studies, Uniform Series, International Bible Lessons for Christian 
Teaching.) 

Dr. Nita Crump serves as Director of Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 
nitac@sgaumc.com.  

 

Isaac and Rebekah Continue the Legacy 

Fall Quarter: God’s World and God’s People 
Unit 2: God Destroys and Re-Creates 

Sunday school lesson for the week of October 28, 2018 
By Dr. Nita Crump 

Lesson Scripture: Genesis 24:12-21, 61-67 
Key Verses: Genesis 24:61 

Purpose: To appreciate that we must respond to God’s call with affirmation to fully enjoy God’s 
blessings.   

Often, when folks think of being called by God, they think of being called into pastoral ministry.  
Every pastor has a story to tell of his or her call, of the way they responded, and of life since that 
response. In my case, I was called to preach at the age of 17 while leading a UMYF sub-district 
meeting. I spent the next 17 years patiently explaining to God why that just wasn’t going to 
work. I had help from two well-meaning Methodist preachers who explained to me why being in 
ministry was so very difficult for women and why I really should consider doing something else. 
When I finally responded in the affirmative to God’s call to ministry, I felt like the world was 
finally right in a way that I had not anticipated. Sometimes I look back and wonder what life 
would have been like had I answered the call at the age of 17. Everything that happened to me 
during those 17 years has been used by God for the good of his kingdom. But I sometimes 
wonder what good I might have accomplished for him had I said yes much earlier. Since there’s 
no going back, those thoughts really have no purpose except to underscore the need to respond 
positively to God sooner rather than later.   



In this story, we find times when people responded positively to God’s call as it was shared with 
them by other people. We already know how Abraham responded when God called him to leave 
his homeland and go where he was sent. In this story, God works through Abraham’s servant and 
Rebekah to provide for Isaac and continue the fulfillment of God’s promise to make Abraham 
the father of many.   

First, the servant is called to go and find a bride. Abraham has a specific type of bride in mind 
and gave the servant specific instructions as to where to go and what to do. What if the servant 
had said no? I’m sure he wasn’t Abraham’s only servant. There were probably others who would 
have taken on the task. But would they have done it so faithfully and so well? Would they have 
been as loyal to Abraham, and because of that loyalty, as instrumental in doing the work created 
by God of being a step in the process to fulfill his promise to Abraham? Someone would have 
managed the task if this servant had said no, but the servant would have missed the joy of 
serving both Abraham and God as he traveled to find a bride.   

The servant made the journey and asked God to work within certain requirements so that he 
would know for sure which of the young women of the settlement he needed to consider as the 
bride for Isaac. Rebekah fulfilled the requirements. She did so quickly and without complaint.  
Not only did she let the servant drink, she watered his camels until they had enough. This was 
not an easy undertaking. Water for several camels meant many, many trips to the well. One 
estimate was that it would have taken 80 to 100 jars of water to provide for the camels. 100 trips 
down into the spring and back up with water. She wasn’t stupid. She knew how much work it 
would be before she started. She offered care without concern for the cost to her.   

Once the servant felt assured that she was the right bride for Isaac, he spent the night with her 
family. After a few hours to consider the situation and one night to prepare to leave her family 
forever, Rebekah was ready to leave everything behind and go where God sent her to be Isaac’s 
wife. Rebekah eagerly responded to God’s call through the work of the servant. Again, she 
responded without thought to the cost to her. 

What if Rebekah had said no? Consider these facts. The servant was a stranger. She had no way 
of knowing if what he told her about who he represented was the truth. She had no way of 
knowing if the stories he told about Abraham and his possessions and family were true. She 
could have stayed home in familiar surroundings with the family she knew. Despite these 
potential concerns, she was willing to take a step of faith and leave with the servant. Think of 
what she would have missed had she said no. She would have missed being a part of the 
unfolding story of God’s relationship with his people.   

All through scripture we find stories of people willing to drop everything and either go where 
God was sending them or follow where God was leading. What about you? What has God called 
you to do? Have you said yes? If not, why not? If you tell God yes, you will be blessed to be an 
integral part of the work he’s doing. If you tell him no, what blessing will you miss?   



(Information in this lesson was drawn from The New Application Commentary, Genesis, From 
biblical text…to contemporary life, John H. Walton, p 522 - 541 and the Teacher’s Edition of the 
Adult Bible Studies, Uniform Series, International Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching.) 

Dr. Nita Crump serves as Director of Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 
nitac@sgaumc.com.  

 

A Troubled Birth 

Fall Quarter: God’s World and God’s People 
Unit 3: God Blesses and Creates Regardless 

Sunday school lesson for the week of November 4, 2018 
By Dr. Nita Crump 

Lesson Scripture: Genesis 25:19-34 
Key Verses: Genesis 25:23 

Purpose: To acknowledge that long-standing conflicts often have deep roots. 

The Hatfields and the McCoys. Just the mention of those names brings to mind the ruthless 
family feud from the hills of Kentucky/West Virginia that led to many people dying and others 
finally being arrested. The legal case went all the way to the Supreme Court before several 
members of the Hatfield family went to prison.   

The purpose of this lesson is to acknowledge that long-standing conflicts often have deep roots.  
The story of brothers Esau and Jacob demonstrate that some conflicts start even before the birth 
of the current participants and last nearly a lifetime. We know the story of the birth of Esau and 
Jacob. They were twins, with Esau the elder, born to Rebekah and Isaac. They competed for 
space in Rebekah’s womb so energetically that she sought advice from the Lord about what was 
happening. The babies fighting in her womb were bigger than just babies, they were nations, 
fighting before they had drawn their first breaths. 

The fighting continued after the babies were born. They treated each other with disdain and 
discontent. As adults, when Esau came in from hunting and was hungry, brother Jacob wasn’t 
concerned for Esau’s health and well-being, but was instead more concerned about taking care of 
himself. And Esau despised his heritage enough to give it away. Neither son was a person of 
high moral character. And just like most brotherly fights, neither really understood the 
underlying emotions enough to understand why they were fighting.   

Isn’t that true in most conflicts? We get so emotionally involved that we can’t think through the 
problem enough to even try to resolve it. We let our hearts overwhelm our heads and we don’t 



use the ability to reason that God gave us. Once we get into that emotional state, it’s hard to do 
anything other than fight because we’re strong enough and determined enough that we want to 
win rather than stand down because standing down feels less like making peace and more like 
giving in. And then we live in that fight, that state of emotional upheaval, until we can’t even 
remember why the fight started. Like the Hatfields and McCoys, we stay involved in fights that 
others may have started for reasons we don’t even remember, but it’s become tradition to hate 
the other side and we’re committed to keeping that tradition alive no matter who gets hurt.   

We see this in our society today. People are so angry with others who believe differently that 
they’ll publicly call for someone to be killed. People no longer believe in treating others with 
care and civility. They’d rather be right and spend time fighting to prove they’re right than sit at 
a table over a cup of coffee and talk about what each side believes.   

Matthew 5:9 quotes Jesus’ words: “God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called 
the children of God.” (NLT) In the NIV, we find the words: “Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
they will be called children of God.” Have you ever considered the difference between a peace 
keeper and a peace maker? Peace keepers stand between waring factions and try to keep people 
from killing each other. Peace makers work to bring people together to resolve their differences 
and create a space where all can live in peace. There’s a reason Jesus said “Blessed are the 
peacemakers” instead of “Blessed are the peace keepers.”     

The good news is that despite the actions of Esau and Jacob, despite the jealousy and hostility, 
despite the desire to take care of self rather than caring for others, God still found a way to use 
Jacob to preserve the covenant and bring the blessing he’d promised Abraham. The good news 
for us today is that God is still trying to find a way to use us to preserve the covenant he has with 
Christians through the spilled blood of the cross. So many of the lessons in this series have been 
about obeying God and following his call. Will you hear him calling you to the life of a 
peacemaker to help resolve long-standing conflicts? Will you allow him to use you to preserve 
the covenant established by Christ’s willingness to be persecuted unto death to do God’s will?   

(Information in this lesson was drawn from The New Application Commentary, Genesis, From 
biblical text…to contemporary life, John H. Walton, p 542 - 567 and the Teacher’s Edition of the 
Adult Bible Studies, Uniform Series, International Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching.) 

Dr. Nita Crump serves as Director of Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 
nitac@sgaumc.com.  

 

Hear the corn grow                            

PATHWAY TO HIS PRESENCE 
B.J. FUNK 



Hearing corn grow? For real? 

I thought it was a myth or some old wives’ tale. So, I went to a video on the Internet and actually 
heard the corn growing. Like soft lightning or better yet, like a continuous crackle. Fascinating! 

So what does it sound like? Interestingly enough, it sounds remarkably similar to the sounds 
made when corn breaks. It seems that plant growth involves millions of tiny breakage events.  
These breakage events trigger the plant to rush to ‘repair’ the broken regions. As the plant 
continues breaking and repairing, the plant is able to grow taller and taller. 

Researchers think the crackling noises occur because of tiny fractures from the corn plant 
stretching, breaking, and growing. Fascinating! 

Truth is, spiritually, you and I have more in common with the corn than we knew. How, you ask? 

1. We grow in Christ through many kinds of breaking.  
2. These breakings trigger our spirits to rush to repair all that is broken in us. Christ 

reaches down to us, and we are bathed in His healing power. 
3. Through life events that often are unfair and hurtful, Christ stretches us as we 

move through pain and into deeper growth in Him. 
4. We have tiny fractures and large fractures in our hearts and in our bodies as we 

stretch, break, and grow. 
5. We grow taller and taller spiritually as we break and allow Christ to help us. 

I think we have an amazing God. Looking at how He planned for the corn to grow is an 
encouragement to me. Our faith will grow through our trials as we hand them over to Him. 

The Rev. B.J. Funk is associate pastor of Central UMC in Fitzgerald. Email Rev. Funk at 
bjfunk@bellsouth.net.  

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – October 2018 
 
10/01 – David Haygood, Sr.: 50 Shoreline Dr.; Newnan, GA 30263 
10/01 – E. Warren Williams: 761 Myna Dr., Unit 7084; Ellijay, GA 30540 
10/01 – Edwin Willis: 4847 NE Rocky Ford Rd.; Madison, FL 32340 
10/02 – Ross Tracy: 3800 Shamrock Dr.; Charlotte, NC 28215 
10/04 – Riley Middleton, Jr.: 5002 St. Francis Ave.; Columbus, GA 31904 
10/05 – Earl Seckinger: PO Box 766; Springfield, GA 31329 
10/05 – J.W. Womble: 2935 Cherokee St.; Waycross, GA 31503 
10/08 – Bill Dupree: 804 Moore Dr.; Americus, GA 31709 
10/09 – Karen Kilhefner: 7 Mistletoe Court; Savannah, GA 31419 
10/10 – Hugh Baxter: 1272 Smith Bedgood Rd.; Harrison, GA 31035 



10/11 – Vance Riggins: 101 Biltmore Dr.; Guyton, GA 31312 
10/11 – Bob Shell: 210 Castlegate Rd.; Macon, GA 31210 
10/13 – Bill Neely: 149 O’Connor Drive NW; Milledgeville, GA 31061 
10/14 – Jairo Franco: Calle 1a Sur #42a 18 Barrio la Ponderosa; Bogota, Colombia 
10/15 – James Aycock, Jr.: 801 Moore Dr.; Americus, GA 31709 
10/16 – John Bacher: 400 South Main Ave. 106; Pine Mountain, GA 31822 
10/18 – Madison Morgan, Jr.: 599 Clyo-Kildare Rd.; Clyo, GA 31303 
10/19 – Billy Oliver: 135 Hines Terrace, Macon, GA 31204 
10/20 – Doug Holden: PO Box 20305; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 
10/21 – Stanley Harrell: 319 Crescent Road; Griffin, GA 30224 
10/23 – John Brodess: 803 Moore Drive; Americus, GA 31709 
10/24 – James Duke, Jr.: 102 Clarksville Ct.; Macon, GA 31210 
10/24 – Evelyn Duvall: 10502 Regal View Loop; Clermont, FL 34711 
10/24 – Carl Howard: 154 Ridgeland Dr.; Valdosta, GA 31602 
10/24 – Willis Moore: 2722 Regal Way; Tucker, GA 30084 
10/25 – Gene Cochran: 4707 120th Blvd.; Lubbock, TX 79424 
10/25 – Martin Loyley: 1544 Harris Ridge Rd.; Young Harris, GA 30582 
10/25 – Gil Tripp: 1203 Rose Ave.; Americus, GA 31709 
10/27 – Bill Jackson-Adams: 17 Lands End Dr.; Greensboro, NC 27408 
10/31 – Sanford Brown: 351 Wilmington Island Rd.; Savannah, GA 31410 
 

Scripture Readings – October 16 

Oct. 21 
Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 
Job 38:1-7 (34-41) 
Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c (UMH 826) 
Hebrews 5:1-10 
Mark 10:35-45 

Oct. 28 
Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Job 42:1-6, 10-17 
Psalm 34:1-8 (19-22) (UMH 769) 
Hebrews 7:23-28 
Mark 10:46-52 

Nov. 1 
All Saints Day 
Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-9 
Psalm 24 
Revelation 21:1-6a 
John 11:32-44 



Nov. 4 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
All Saints Sunday 
Ruth 1:1-18  
Psalm 146 (UMH 858)  
Hebrews 9:11-14  
Mark 12:28-34 

 

Annual Conference 2019: Hotel room blocks now open 

We are busy preparing for the 2019 Annual Conference Session, which will be held at The 
Columbus Georgia Convention & Trade Center set for June 2-5, 2019. 

Last year, Bishop Bryan led us in celebrating all the ways we are “Alive Together in Worship.” 
We also prepared for a year-long emphasis on being “Alive Together in the World” and will 
continue that celebration at the 2019 Annual Conference Session. I pray that you are finding 
many ways to reach out to the world in word and deed as you share the gospel of Jesus Christ 
through your witness and your work.  

Our host District Superintendent, Dr. Buddy Cooper, the Local Arrangements Coordinator, Dr. 
James Crosse, and the area volunteers are already planning for our time in Columbus.  

Hotel room blocks are now open. Valley Hospitality in Columbus has secured over 600 rooms 
for our event. All of the hotels on the list will be providing shuttle service to the Convention & 
Trade Center. Rooms must be booked by May 1 to receive the discounted price.  

Valley Hospitality has created a website just for South Georgia Conference United Methodists to 
make booking your hotel easy and streamlined. For those who prefer to make reservations over 
the phone, they have provided the phone number for each hotel on the website. Click here to 
view the list of hotels. 

If you have any questions or issues booking rooms, please contact Valley Hospitality's Concierge 
Service Team at (706) 489-4037 or concierge@valleyhospitality.com. 

Additional information related to the annual conference session will be posted on the conference 
website, www.sgaumc.org/annualconference. 

Please contact me if you have any questions.   

Dr. Nita Crump, Conference Secretary 
nitac@sgaumc.com  



******************************** 

Banquets If you have a group that would like to plan a banquet or special event, contact Lisa 
Marie Ming at lming@stlukeum.com or 706-256-1017.  

2018 Conference Journals The 2018 Journals will be available soon. When they’re complete, a 
separate email will be sent with ordering and download information. Information will also be 
available at www.sgaumc.org/conferencejournal. 

Connectional Ministries: Alive Together in the World  As we spend this year focusing on 
being Alive Together in the World leading up to Annual Conference 2019, watch 
the Advocate and the website for stories about churches who are reaching out to the world in 
many different ways. If you and your congregation need help creating ways to be Alive Together 
in the World, please call Connectional Ministries at 888-266-7642. One of the Connectional 
Ministries staff members will be happy to work with you to design an outreach program that 
helps you be more Alive Together in the World. Please also watch for the many new programs 
and activities sponsored by Connectional Ministries that will be available beginning in 
January. Through these programs and activities, we can truly be Alive Together in the World in 
our Annual Conference!  

Questions For questions regarding the business of Annual Conference, please contact Dr. Nita 
Crump at ncrump@sgaumc.com. For questions regarding local arrangements, please 
contact Maggie Roberson at maggie@stlukeum.com or 706-327-4343. For general inquiries, 
contact Kelly Roberson at 912-270-6172 or kelly@sgaumc.com. 

www.sgaumc.org/annualconference 

 

Two local church grant opportunities: Peace with Justice and Ethnic Local 
Concerns 

The Office of Connectional Ministries has two grant opportunities for local churches:   
 
The Peace with Justice Grant provides seed money for any local church, district, conference, or 
agency that has a desire to work and support mercy and justice efforts and who seeks to offer 
peaceful solutions through Christian discipleship and living out the love and grace of God. 
Examples include developing disciples who strive to end poverty, being graceful to those at the 
margins, connecting with people who are different from us, and magnifying God's presence in 
the world. We are now offering the Peace with Justice grant for these groups that are interested 
in seeking peaceful solutions through Christian discipleship and living out the love and grace of 
God. 



 
The Ethnic Local Church Concerns (ELCC) Grant provides seed money for local church 
ministries that have a desire to enhance disciple-making efforts through leadership training, 
small groups, worship, or developing disciple-making systems inside the church walls as well as 
in the community. Priority will be given to new programs or ministries that focus on making 
disciples of Jesus Christ who will transform the world. 
 
For more information about these grants or for an application, please contact Earnestine 
Campbell at earnestine@sgaumc.com. 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 10/16/2018 edition 

General Conference Delegation Listening Post Session, Macon – Oct. 17 
South Georgia’s General Conference delegation will host three listening post sessions to provide 
South Georgia clergy and laity the opportunity to share their thoughts and take part in the Way 
Forward conversation. This Listening Post session will be held Wednesday, Oct. 17 from 10 a.m. 
until noon at Centenary UMC in Macon. The events will be structured to allow time for anyone 
wishing to speak to have a chance to do so. Delegation members will not make presentations or 
answer questions but will be present to listen. Registration is not necessary to attend or 
participate. For more information, visit www.sgaumc.org/delegation2019.  

UMW Annual Meeting – Oct. 20 
South Georgia’s United Methodist Women will celebrate 46 years of mission and ministry on 
Saturday, Oct. 20 at Trinity United Methodist Church in Warner Robins. Visit 
www.sgaumc.org/umw for more information. 

Magnolia Manor’s Superhero 5K, Fun Run, and Love Walk, Americus – Oct. 20 
On Oct. 20, Magnolia Manor in Americus will host the tenth annual 5K, Fun Run, and Love 
Walk. Check-in and registration begin at 8 a.m. The proceeds will benefit The League of the 
Good Samaritan, Magnolia Manor’s benevolent fund. The League helps fulfill Magnolia 
Manor’s founders’ promise that “no one having chosen to come to Magnolia Manor would ever 
have to leave if, by no fault of their own, they were unable to pay.” To be a superhero for their 
residents, visit www.magnoliamanor.com/events/superhero/. 

Vashti Day – Oct. 21 
Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special offering to support the 
ministry of The Vashti Center, Inc. To learn more about Vashti and its great ministry, visit 
www.vashti.org.  

Laity Sunday – Oct. 21 
Laity Sunday, celebrated on the third Sunday of October of each year, will be Oct. 21, 2018. On 



Laity Sunday, we celebrate that we are all called, laity as well as clergy, to go and make disciples 
in a world so desperately in need of hope through our humble service. Jesus modeled the process 
for us in Mark 10:45, and Thomas Coke and Francis Asbury lived it out in their own lives. 
Therefore, go! Click here for more information from Discipleship Ministries / Download Laity 
Sunday brochure (pdf) 

General Conference Delegation Listening Post Session, Cordele – Oct. 25 
South Georgia’s General Conference delegation will host three listening post sessions to provide 
South Georgia clergy and laity the opportunity to share their thoughts and take part in the Way 
Forward conversation. This Listening Post session will be held Thursday, Oct. 25 from 10 a.m. 
until noon at Cordele First UMC. The events will be structured to allow time for anyone wishing 
to speak to have a chance to do so. Delegation members will not make presentations or answer 
questions but will be present to listen. Registration is not necessary to attend or participate. For 
more information, visit www.sgaumc.org/delegation2019.  

Eagles’ Fall Retreat – Oct. 29-31 
The South Georgia Eagles Fall Retreat is set for October 29-31, 2018, at Epworth By The Sea. 
All retirees of the South Georgia Annual Conference, aka "Eagles," are invited to the retreat. The 
retreat will be a time of Christian fellowship, spiritual enrichment, and mutual support. Retreat 
participants will enjoy the beauty of Epworth and St. Simons Island, eat good, sleep well, laugh, 
and hopefully learn something new. Wayne Racz and Niche will teach about personal 
relationships, Anne Packard will teach about the roots of Epworth By The Sea, and Paul 
Meddars will teach about the Golden Isles. Don’t forget to bring items for the auction! Each 
Eagle is responsible for making their reservations by calling Epworth (912-638-8688, ask for 
Lori). Email Rev. Buddy Whatley at cbwhatley@hotmail.com for more information. 

Wesleyan Covenant Association Regional Event at Harvest Church – Nov. 4 
Harvest Church is hosting a Wesleyan Covenant Association Regional Event on Sunday, Nov. 4 
at 5 p.m. The WCA will give an update on the status of the Church and possible responses to 
General Conference 2019. All are welcome. Harvest Church is located at 3322 GA Hwy 41 N.; 
Byron, GA 31008. 

Magnolia Manor South Quail Hunt, Sylvester – Nov. 9 
The inaugural Magnolia Manor South Quail Hunt will be held at Southern Woods Plantation in 
Sylvester, Ga. This event starts at 8:30 a.m. for morning hunters and 11:30 a.m. for afternoon 
hunters. The money raised from this event will go towards an emergency generator fund to help 
residents during emergencies. For more details, visit 
www.magnoliamanor.com/events/southquailhunt/.  

Wesleyan College Sunday – Nov. 11 
Each local United Methodist Church in South Georgia is encouraged to take up a special offering 



to support the ministry of Wesleyan College in Macon. To learn more about Wesleyan College, 
visit www.wesleyancollege.edu.  

Wesley Glen Ministries’ Golf Tournament – Nov. 12 
Join Wesley Glen for their annual golf tournament, held at the Brickyard Golf Club in Macon. 
Visit www.wesleyglenministries.com/ for more information.  

United Methodist Student Day – Nov. 25 
The United Methodist Student Day Special Sunday Offering helps provide funds for scholarships 
and loans for United Methodist students. Student Day gifts make a real difference for those who 
hope to attend college. Ninety percent (90%) of the offering goes toward funding the many 
scholarships and loans administered by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
(www.gbhem.org) and 10 percent (10%) stays within our state and goes to Georgia UM-related 
schools for merit scholarships. Contact the Georgia Commission on Higher Education and 
Collegiate Ministry (770-854-7283 or www.umcommission.org) or visit www.umcgiving.org for 
more information and promotional materials.   

United Methodist Global AIDS Fund Sunday – Dec. 2 
Established in 2004, the United Methodist Global AIDS Fund's (UMGAF) purpose is to stem the 
tide of HIV and AIDS around the world, and strengthen The United Methodist Church’s 
compassionate response to this deadly pandemic. UMGAF supports programs that focus on 
prevention, advocacy, testing, and counseling for people living with HIV and AIDS. Through the 
generosity of United Methodists and others, UMGAF has supported more than 200 HIV/AIDS 
church-oriented programs in over 35 countries. In the United States, 25 percent of all donations 
to UMGAF through a local United Methodist church remain in the annual conference for AIDS 
ministries. Click here for resources and more information. 


