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Alive Together in Storm Recovery 

In the month since Hurricane Michael ripped through Southwest Georgia as a category 3 
hurricane, the South Georgia Conference has experienced so many ways in which we are Alive 
Together in the World. Allison Lindsey, associate Director of Connectional Ministries, and Luis 
Morales, Disaster Response Coordinator, have been coordinating response efforts across South 
Georgia. 

“I am thankful for Allison and Luis, for their tireless service, and for their dedication to our 
annual conference and our people,” said Bishop R. Lawson Bryan. “I am also grateful for each of 
the countless volunteers, ERT members, and others who have given of their time, talents, and 
finances to help those impacted by the storm. May we all continue to keep those impacted by the 
storm in our prayers.” 

Here are just a few ways you and the South Georgia Conference have made an impact and 
brought light in the darkness: 

Alive Sightings 

• Several Southwest District churches – Warwick UMC, Blakely UMC, Porterfield UMC, 
Colquitt UMC, and others – worshiped without power after Hurricane Michael. Many 
congregations gathered outside. 

• Rev. Jean Watson, pastor of Cooks Union UMC in Colquitt, cooked 30 meals a day and 
delivered them to people in the community. 

• Rev. Chris Calhoun, pastor of St. Mark UMC in Douglas, positioned the shower trailer he 
built in Donalsonville to be used as a community shower. 

• The conference’s shower trailer was positioned at Casa de Vida y Paz in Bainbridge. 

• Felix Marbury, a member of Albany First UMC, drove the Mission Change shower trailer 
to Reynolds Chapel UMC in Seminole County. 

• Even without power, the Casa de Vida y Paz congregation in Bainbridge cooked meals 
and delivered them to the hard-hit Seminole County area. 

• Generators from Park Avenue UMC were delivered to Casa de Vida y Paz in Bainbridge 
so they could run the shower trailer, etc. 

• Albany's Porterfield Memorial United Methodist Church shared the love of Christ by 
serving the Donalsonville and Albany communities with its Loads of Love laundry 
ministry. Immediately after the storm, church members laundered a record 135 loads of 



laundry at their Loads of Love laundry event in Albany. Rev. Nate Lehman, pastor at 
Friendship UMC in Donalsonville, then invited Porterfield members into his community 
for a Loads of Love event. Held after Hurricane Michael swept through the area, this 
outreach gave community members the opportunity to wash and dry their laundry for 
free. 

• Despite extensive damage, on Saturday morning, October 20, Colquitt UMC opened and 
operated its monthly community food bank. It was held outdoors since the church 
building sustained damage. 

• Nashville UMC connected with a media company in Valdosta to receive a donation of 
five crates of billboard vinyl for tarps. 

• Dacula UMC, from North Georgia, was in Colquitt for several days with their food truck, 
providing three hot meals/day for the linemen, chainsaw crews, and others who needed 
food. 

• A group from Palmer, Texas, who themselves experienced themselves the effects of a 
hurricane during Hurricane Harvey, sent generators to southwest Georgia. 

• Blakely First UMC, through The Red Cross, provided lunch for their community 

• Whigham UMC provided food to the Donalsonville area. 

• Bishop Bryan, the Cabinet, and Conference had a work day in impacted areas on October 
29. 

• Cairo First UMC and Rev. Christy Bandy collected supplies and delivered food to North 
Grady County and those without power. 

• Young men from The Methodist Children’s Home assisted with clean-up at Dooly 
County. 

• Martha Bowman UMC in Macon partnered with the State Bank & Trust Company to 
deliver a semi-truck of relief supplies to their banking branch in Blakely for distribution 
in the community. 

• Luis Morales, South Georgia’s Disaster Response Coordinator, traveled to Auburn UMC 
in the Alabama-West Florida Conference to train ERT teams. 

• Several churches throughout the conference partnered with churches in the impacted 
areas to work with cleanup efforts and feeding ministries. 



• Countless teams from nearly every community in the conference - and several from 
outside South Georgia - have assisted with cleanup, tree removal, and recovery in the 
days and weeks following the storm. 

• Rev. Scott Parrish, North Georgia’s Disaster Response Coordinator, was in southwest 
Georgia for several days to serve and encourage teams and volunteers. 

• Vienna UMC has assisted with clean-up in their community, Cordele, and Americus. 

• West Green UMC in Douglas supplied cleaning buckets for Reynolds Chapel UMC in 
Donalsonville. 

• Park Avenue UMC in Valdosta delivered 80 cleaning buckets to the Donalsonville area. 
They also collected and delivered gift cards to those impacted by the storm. 

• The Avants, members of Centerville UMC, transported 300+ cleaning buckets to the 
Miller County distribution center. 

• 1,200 UMCOR School Kits were distributed by Friendship UMC as students returned to 
school Nov. 5. 

• Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson, episcopal leader of the North Georgia Conference, issued 
an appeal and encouraged North Georgia UM churches to collect a special offering on 
Sunday, Oct. 28 to support South Georgia’s recovery effort.  

Click here to watch a video of our churches in action.  
 
Click here to give to South Georgia’s Storm Recovery fund, Conference Advance Special #6796 
- South Georgia Storm Recovery. 
 
Early Response Teams are still needed in Southwest Georgia following Hurricane Michael. If 
you have a team ready to serve, please contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com or 478-335-
6678. 
 
If you know of any Alive Sightings that are not on this list, please let us know! Email Allison 
Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com. 
 
Thank you, again, for all of the ways you are serving and loving those who have been affected by 
the storm. You are the hands of feet of Christ, His love in action. We will continue to keep you 
informed of needs and ask for your continued prayers in the weeks and months to come. 

 

 



Magnolia Manor resident finds joy in sewing, serving 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Charlotte Petty loves to sew. The Magnolia Manor of St. Simons Island resident has been sewing 
and creating “all her life” and finds joy and fulfilment in crafting handmade items and helping 
others. 

She sees value in everything, never throwing away a scrap of yarn or piece of fabric.  

“My motto is ‘Waste not, want not,’ so if I see a use for something, I do it,” she said.  

Another of her guiding principles is “See a need, meet a need.” While perhaps unspoken, that 
philosophy directs her life and how she spends her time.  

After her husband died in 1988, she began volunteering at senior living communities, serving in 
the geriatric care areas. She sews ditty bags for the International Seafarers’ Center in Brunswick, 
Ga. and book bags for a local church. She fixes residents’ dresses and mends hems. She makes 
drawstring bags out of old comforters, knits hot pads and colorful can coolers out of leftover 
yarn, and decorates cards. Every Wednesday, she sells those items plus basic toiletries, other 
necessities, and snacks out of a portable cart she calls “Courtesy Shoppe.” All proceeds go into 
Magnolia Manor’s resident fund, which covers needed items for residents.  

Her biggest project to date, however, has been making 34 hurricane evacuation bags for 
Magnolia Manor residents to use in the event of a hurricane evacuation. The bags, made from old 
bedspreads, are 29” wide, 16” high, and 5” deep, and can hold a three-day supply of clothing, 
toiletries, and other necessary supplies for each resident.  

Petty and Magnolia Manor Maintenance Director Penny Lynch came up with the idea after about 
30 residents had to be evacuated from Magnolia Manor’s St. Simons Island campus last year 
during Hurricane Irma. Then, residents who evacuated to Magnolia Manor’s Americus campus 
packed their necessities in paper gift bags, but afterwards Lynch remembered the old bedspreads 
and asked Petty to help refashion them into useful tote bags. 

“Suitcases are bulky and we only have so much room in the vehicles,” Lynch said. “They can put 
three days’ worth of clothes and everything else that they need in these bags and they’re soft and 
squishy so we can stack them a lot better. We can get 30 of these in the back of a bus where we 
could only get 10 suitcases.” 

Lynch has a secondary motive for making the bags. 

“Hopefully, God willing, this is going to deter the hurricanes. I hope!” 

Petty just has a passion for sewing and serving. 

“I feel that the Lord has brought me here for a reason,” she said. “I want to serve in whatever 
way I can. I get the most satisfaction out of serving and helping and doing what I can.” 



Watch how Magnolia Manor has prepared all eight campuses for disasters and emergencies 

 

UMW gather in Warner Robins for annual meeting 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

A hundred or so United Methodist Women gathered in Trinity United Methodist Church’s 
sanctuary Oct. 20 to join with their sisters and hear an encouraging word about being women of 
service, faith, and persistence. 

“We are treading on holy ground,” South Georgia United Methodist Women president Carol 
Banks, who had just recently returned from a UMW Unbuntu Journey to Peru, said to the women 
gathered in Warner Robins. 

Meeting under the theme, “Sacred Spaces of Service,” UMW from each South Georgia district 
met to celebrate 149 years of mission and ministry. 

During her address, Banks celebrated the accomplishments and service work of South Georgia 
United Methodist Women and spoke about the purpose of the organization. 

“Sacred spaces are anywhere we meet with God,” she said, “We are women of faith, and our 
love of God, Christ, and others compels us to be in mission.” 

She outlined the ways United Methodist Women in South Georgia are learning about, fighting 
for, and advocating for social justice issues and growing as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

“The sacred spaces you have created are may,” Banks said. “Sacred spaces are being created 
every day and everywhere, and you are a part of that.” 

During their business session, South Georgia United Methodist Women pledged $150,000 to 
missions giving in 2019 and approved a $91,213 budget for the coming year. 

During the installation of officers led by Charlcie Jones, three were installed into leadership 
positions: Ellen Jeter, mission coordinator of spiritual growth; Vicki Vickers, nominations 
committee member; and Paula Shaw-Powell, nominations committee member. 

Love and appreciation were expressed to outgoing officers Dell Daniels and Betty Flynn. 

Rev. Doreen Smalls, superintendent of the Southwest District, shared a message of inspiration 
and encouragement. 

“We United Methodist Women know a little something about ‘not yet’ and not being good 
enough,” Rev. Smalls said, reading about the Syrophoenician woman’s faith in Mark 7.  



“But we will keep on asking. We will keep on seeking. We will keep on knocking. And the door 
will be opened,” she said. “We are women of faith. We are women of persistence. We are the 
bold, courageous, and tenacious United Methodist Women.”  

God is central to all that the United Methodist Women do, she said. 

“Without God, we’re just another women’s group. Without God, we’re just another social club. 
But with God, all things are possible.” 

During the day’s worship service, attendees sang hymns and were treated to special music by 
soloist Grace Pham, a local eighth-grade student and singer. 

Rev. Craig Hutto, senior pastor of Trinity United Methodist Church; Rev. Smalls; Rev. Chris 
Ramsey, superintendent of the Northeast District; and Dr. Buddy Cooper, superintendent of the 
Northwest District, led worshippers in a service of Holy Communion. 

The annual meeting is an important day to come together as United Methodist Women, says 
Nancy Hudson, president of the North Central District’s United Methodist Women and a 
member of Centerville United Methodist Church.  

“We remember our legacy, we enjoy fellowshipping together, and honor and worship God, and 
that is our mission,” she said. 

Banks, in her address to the women gathered, expressed gratitude for their service to others and 
God’s grace. 
 
“We are part of something important, and my prayer is that God will help us claim it and 
continue it.” 

 

Students tour campus ministries, colleges during 2019 Campus Crawl 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Emma Chloe Arnold has had her sights set on college since middle school.  

The 16-year-old, a junior at Seminole County High School in Donalsonville, toured more than a 
dozen college campuses last February as part of Campus Crawl, a bus tour designed to introduce 
ninth through twelfth grade students to Georgia’s United Methodist campus ministries, colleges, 
and, universities.  

Sponsored and organized by the Georgia UMCommission on Higher Education and Collegiate 
Ministry, Campus Crawl will hit the road again in 2019, from Feb. 28 through March 3, 2019. 
Arnold says she’ll be going again, too, since she’s a junior and even more focused on her 
collegiate future. 



“Since I’m older and really thinking about college now I need to go on it again to make sure I 
know which college is the best for me,” she said. 

Before last year’s Campus Crawl, she thought she would attend the University of Georgia. Now, 
having toured several college and university campuses, Arnold, who hopes to be either a 
pediatrician, pharmacist, or children’s minister, isn’t quite sure. 

“You grow up in Georgia, you want to go to UGA,” she said. “(Campus Crawl) was very eye 
opening to see other colleges that are really good that you can go to.” 

Before last year’s Campus Crawl tour, Arnold had visited a few college campuses but hadn’t had 
the opportunity to experience any campus ministries or Wesley Foundations. Being part of a 
vibrant, active, welcoming, Christian faith community is important to Arnold, who is a member 
of Friendship United Methodist Church in Donalsonville and Vienna United Methodist Church’s 
youth ministry, so the prospect of learning more about various campus ministries was one she 
couldn’t pass up. 

Arnold was struck at the overwhelming hospitality she and the other students encountered on 
campus and at the campus ministries. She was impressed that Dr. Vivia Fowler, president of 
Wesleyan College, met with and spoke to the group.  

“Everyone was just so nice and welcoming to everyone,” she said. “They made sure everyone 
was included; everyone got a chance to ask questions.” 

During the Campus Crawl weekend, high school students from both the North and South 
Georgia Conferences will meet representatives from United Methodist Colleges and Universities 
in Georgia as well as meet several Wesley Foundations on public university campuses. Stops on 
this year’s tour include: Oxford College, Young Harris College, Reinhardt University, Kennesaw 
State Wesley, Clark Atlanta, Georgia Tech Wesley, Emory University, LaGrange College, 
Andrew College, Wesleyan College, Mercer University Wesley, Augusta Wesley, Paine College, 
UGA Wesley, and more. 

Arnold’s mother, Jennifer, is thankful her daughter has this opportunity. 

“(As a parent) you just can’t get it all in,” she said of visiting colleges. “They went to places I 
just didn’t even think of going. I’ve been telling all my parent friends that their children need to 
go on this. I’ve been encouraging everyone I know that has a high schooler to let them go on 
this. I think it’s a fantastic experience.” 

The cost of $75 per student includes a tour bus, meals, lodging, and a t-shirt. The deadline to 
receive the early-bird rate of $75 is Nov. 15. After Nov. 15 the price increases to $100. After Jan. 
15, 2019, the price increases to $125.  

Click here to reserve your seat on the bus  

For more information, contact Suzanne Akins at the Office of Connectional Ministries 
at suzanne@sgaumc.com or (912) 638-8626 ext.107.  



 

Alive Together in Relationships 

FROM THE BISHOP 
R. LAWSON BRYAN 

Last Sunday I had the opportunity to preach at Lovely Lane Chapel on the grounds of Epworth 
By The Sea. What an beautiful, worshipful setting. The sermon was based on the Old Testament 
lectionary passage, Ruth 1:1-18. After the death of her husband and two sons, Naomi feels that 
God certainly has abandoned her. Yet, God is as close to her as her daughter-in-law, Ruth. In the 
midst of tragedy and death, Ruth, the Moabite, says to Naomi, the Hebrew, “Where you go, I 
will go. Where you lodge, I will lodge. Your people shall be my people. And your God shall be 
my God.”  

Returning to Bethlehem with Naomi, Ruth becomes the great-grandmother of King David and 
takes her place in the family line of Jesus Christ. Through this story, God is teaching us the 
power of unlikely relationships to bring about redemption and a new future. Generations later 
Jesus will come to bring that kind of salvation to all people.  

This past week we have seen the power of relationships as Christians and other faith groups have 
expressed solidarity with Jews in the wake of the shooting that killed and injured so many in the 
synagogue in Pittsburgh. In Huntsville, Ala., for instance, hundreds of people crowded the street 
in front of a local synagogue as an expression of collective grief and an affirmation that we can 
choose to confront and overcome hate through the power of relationships. I encourage us all to 
look for unlikely relationships we can create for the good of our local communities. 

In the month since Hurricane Michael hit our area we have heard story and after story of unlikely 
relationships in which people reached out to one another to provide basic needs. One pastor told 
me how a young woman and her baby came to the church for diapers, water, and other supplies. 
Later she returned to help distribute supplies to others. Over several days the pastor talked with 
her about the Christian faith and the meaning of baptism. Last Sunday that young woman joined 
the church and her baby was baptized. The power of unlikely relationships brought about by a 
hurricane!  

Response teams and work teams from inside our conference and from several other conferences 
continue to visit our areas of greatest need. Other annual conferences are contributing to our 
South Georgia Storm Recovery Fund. In a time like this, the connectional system of The United 
Methodist Church shows us the power of relationships made possible by our common 
commitment to Jesus Christ.  

This week the Council of Bishops is meeting at Epworth By The Sea. This means that we have 
guests from throughout Africa, Europe, Puerto Rico, and The Philippines, as well as from the 
episcopal areas in the United States. The Council of Bishops regularly meets here because the 
South Georgia Conference provides a place of beauty and an atmosphere of hospitality. Thanks 



to all those who go out of their way to enable our guests experience the power of relationships 
that comes from being Alive Together in Christ. 

Like you, I have been studying the recent ruling of the Judicial Council on the constitutionality 
of the three Way Forward plans. I think it is very helpful for our delegates to have clarity as to 
which parts of the plans are constitutional and which parts need further attention. The proponents 
of each plan will be working to make the necessary changes and bring those amendments to the 
special session of General Conference, Feb. 23-26, 2019.   

In the meantime, I want to celebrate the power of relationships that I see going on within the 
South Georgia Conference. A significant number of laity and clergy are expressing their desire to 
find a way forward that enables us to remain Alive Together in Christ. These brothers and sisters 
are well aware of the three current Way Forward plans. And they know they differ as to the plan 
with which they each align. But they also know a bigger truth: they know Ephesians 2:5 and they 
are committed to remaining in relationship with one another before and after General Conference 
2019. The story of Ruth and Naomi is repeating itself in South Georgia. The power of unlikely 
relationships!  

Alive Together in Christ, 

R. Lawson Bryan 

 

Grace UMC celebrates successful SBC21 program, church sesquicentennial 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

On Sunday, Nov. 11, Grace United Methodist Church in Brunswick will celebrate its 
sesquicentennial with the theme, “Rooted in the past with a vision for our future.” 

They will celebrate with an anniversary banquet Friday, Nov. 9 and with a church anniversary 
worship hour Sunday, Nov. 11, with retired Coastal District Superintendent Dr. Wayne Moseley 
preaching. 

The church, which began Nov. 18, 1868, also has much to celebrate as they conclude their two-
year involvement with the Strengthening the Black Church for the 21st Century initiative.  

The SBC21 program is designed to strengthen African-American congregations of The United 
Methodist Church and help them become more effective in mission and ministry. As one of six 
South Georgia churches currently in partnership with SBC21, Grace UMC is focusing on 
evangelism, discipleship, community service, and outreach. 

A two-year-long program, the SBC21 initiative is lay and clergy led. The participating 
congregations engage in a rigorous application process during which they develop goals and 
objectives and analyze and reflect on their strengths, weaknesses and opportunities. 



During the two years, the congregations and pastors are paired with trained coaches who walk 
alongside them and provide leadership and support. Monthly coaching sessions help keep them 
focused and on track.  

Grace UMC’s coach, Dr. Yvonne Wallace-Penn, is senior pastor of First United Methodist 
Church in Hyattsville. Md. With her help, church leaders and the congregation looked at the 
church’s ministries, evaluated their goals, and began working toward them. Their goals included 
reaching out into the community to increase youth involvement and renovating a building to 
serve as a functioning fellowship hall. 

“Historically Grace has been dedicated to celebrating God in song, in prayer, and in discourse, so 
it was paramount for us to get a fellowship hall,” said Rev. Cleo Gilchrist, pastor of Grace UMC. 
“We need a kitchen and a place to minister out of to our community.” 

The project was launched with a mission grant from the Coastal District, a scholarship from 
SBC21, and generous giving beyond their tithes from each Grace UMC member. 

“We are slowly walking in God’s steps to get this multi-purpose fellowship hall off the ground,” 
Rev. Gilchrist said. 

Grace UMC also celebrates the four new members they’ve added this year and the 13 lay 
servants who have completed a lay servant training class. 

“The hope and the learning they received have given them such joy and inspired them,” Rev. 
Gilchrist said. “The people who went to that class came back so encouraged and excited and 
inspired.” 

Being part of the SBC21 program encouraged Rev. Gilchrist and the entire Grace UMC 
congregation and made them feel more a part of the United Methodist connection than they had 
in the past, Rev. Gilchrist said. With encouragement and support from Dr. Moseley and the 
Connectional Ministries team, they joined SBC21 and are thankful for the experience. 

“SBC21 was an encourager for Grace. We have been Methodist all our lives, but there was a 
point … that we felt separated,” she said. “SBC encouraged us by being part of the greater 
church, and the people became encouraged and stayed encouraged. And they have stayed active. 

“SBC helped us in more ways than I can really begin to say. They helped us by giving us a desire 
to want to know more and do better.” 

 

Jacob Receives Isaac’s Blessing 

Fall Quarter: God’s World and God’s People 
Unit 3: God Blesses and Creates Regardless 

Sunday school lesson for the week of November 11, 2018 
By Dr. Nita Crump 



Lesson Scripture: Genesis 27:1-28:5 
Key Verses: Genesis 27:23 

Purpose: To grasp that our sinfulness will not thwart God’s will. 

This lesson builds on the complications of family relationships between brothers that we 
explored in the last lesson. Jacob and Esau are no closer to each other now than they were in the 
last lesson when Esau sold his birthright to Jacob for a bowl of stew. Rebekah and Isaac each 
have a favorite son and their efforts to boost the favorite creates competition and more ill-will 
between the brothers.   

When this lesson starts, we find Isaac seeking to bless Esau without blessing Jacob, which was 
unusual. Most blessings found in scripture involve all the male children, but Isaac only invited 
Esau. Rebekah overheard the instructions given by Isaac to Esau and decided to take matters into 
her own hands. She cooked up a scheme and pressed Jacob to follow through. Jacob didn’t object 
to the deception as much as he questioned whether it would work or not. It seems that he wasn’t 
above deceiving his father as long as he thought he could get away with it. Rebekah managed to 
convince him the deception would work, and he agreed to follow her instructions.  

When Jacob took food into Isaac, Isaac’s ears told him it was Jacob, but his other senses were 
deceived into believing it was Esau. Isaac blessed Jacob with Esau’s blessing, and when the real 
Esau came with food, Isaac had nothing left for him. Esau’s anger at the deception put Jacob’s 
life at risk and Jacob had to leave home. The younger son who had bought his older brother’s 
birthright and then deceived his father into giving him the older brother’s blessing had to live 
with the consequences of his actions – being forced to leave home without any knowledge of 
when, if ever, he would be able to return. If you looked in a dictionary for a definition of the 
phrase “dysfunctional family,” you might see a portrait of Isaac and his family. 

I read an illustration once about what happens when you shake Coke in a bottle. You know the 
answer to that. Pick up a carbonated beverage, give the container a good shake, and then open it.  
What happens? What’s inside spews out all over the place. We humans are the same. Shake us 
up and what happens? What’s inside our hearts may very well come spewing out. We aren’t 
much different from Jacob. We want what we want when we want it and we can become very 
unhappy when we don’t get it.   

I think there are three lessons we can learn from this story. First, we can learn that actions have 
consequences. When Jacob’s true character showed in such a spectacular way, the consequence 
was that fear for his life drove him to leave his lifelong home. He had to run. I expect he spent 
the first few days and nights looking over his shoulder to see if Esau was following him. He had 
to give up everything he was hoping to obtain through the purchase of the birthright and the 
stealing of the blessing. All his deceptive actions were for naught as he left all the worldly 
possessions behind.   



Second, sometimes God allows success in less than moral situations to teach a greater lesson 
later. It is possible that Jacob would never have been receptive to God’s presence had he not 
been on the run and afraid for his life. In his fearful, weary state, Jacob was willing to hear a 
message from God. More on that in the next lesson. 

Finally, and most importantly, we learn what we can expect from God when we demonstrate our 
unworthiness. We can expect grace. We can expect forgiveness when we repent. We can expect 
that God will continue to stay faithful to his promises.   

The good news is that God is faithful and will keep his promises. None of the jealousy, hostility, 
or conflict present in this family would prevent God from keeping his promise to Abraham. This 
story demonstrates the difference between humans and God. Jacob is a mess of character flaws.  
He is a lying, deceiving, conniving, me-first kind of person. God is none of the above. God is 
gracious, patient, and faithful to keep his promises despite the character of the humans involved 
in the story. Our sinfulness will not stop God’s will from being done. And that, brothers and 
sisters, is great good news for all us sinful human beings.   

Another piece of good news is that we don’t have to remain a Jacob kind of person. If we open 
ourselves to the presence of God, he will work within us to create the kind of person he wants us 
to be.   

(Information in this lesson was drawn from The New Application Commentary, Genesis, From 
biblical text…to contemporary life, John H. Walton, p 554 - 577 and the Teacher’s Edition of the 
Adult Bible Studies, Uniform Series, International Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching.) 

Dr. Nita Crump serves as Director of Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 
nitac@sgaumc.com.  

 

Jacob Forms a Relationship with God 

Fall Quarter: God’s World and God’s People 
Unit 3: God Blesses and Creates Regardless 

Sunday school lesson for the week of November 18, 2018 
By Dr. Nita Crump 

Lesson Scripture: Genesis 28:10-22 
Key Verses: Genesis 28:15 

Purpose: To discover that human contracts pale compared with divine covenants. 

In lesson 11, I wrote of the lessons we might learn from the story of Jacob’s deception of Isaac.  
One of the lessons was that sometimes God allows success in less than moral situations to teach 



a greater lesson later. Think about where Jacob was in his faith journey as he tricked Isaac into 
blessing him with Esau’s blessing. The only record we have of Jacob’s dealings with God prior 
to today’s lesson was to call on God’s name to further his deceptive actions when he was trying 
to convince Isaac that he was, in fact, Esau. Jacob obviously did not have a personal relationship 
with the God of his father and grandfather. Perhaps God allowed Jacob to succeed in his 
deception of Isaac so that Jacob would have to run for his life. Perhaps Jacob being forced to 
leave behind everything for which he had been willing to bargain and to deceive put him in a 
position to be more reception to God’s presence. Perhaps being afraid for his life and on the run 
created just enough room in his heart and mind that he was willing to listen to God. Because in 
his fearful, weary state, Jacob was willing to hear a message from God. 

Isn’t that the way many of us live? How many of us have gone to our knees in prayer only when 
everything else we could think to do failed? How many of us are driven to seek a deeper 
relationship with God only because nothing else has worked? We humans like to think that we 
can handle whatever life throws our way. We’re smart, we’re industrious, we can think of 
something. And most of the time, the solutions we come up with are not as deeply deceptive as 
Jacob’s actions. So even when our solutions fail, we still think we’re better than Jacob because 
we didn’t sink quite as low as he did.   

Jacob was a lying, conniving, cheating scoundrel. He was not the kind of person we associate 
with God and God’s plan. But God didn’t give up on him. God sought Jacob, reaching him in a 
dream. This was Jacob’s first personal experience with God. His first response was fear. And 
why shouldn’t it be? He had never done anything to deserve God’s positive attention. But God 
was there anyway, speaking to him, promising him good when he deserved punishment.   

What can we learn from this lesson? We can learn that God never gives up on us. Prevenient 
grace is the first of the three aspects of God’s grace in which we Methodists believe. Prevenient 
grace is the grace of God demonstrated by his constant presence in our lives even when we don’t 
recognize him. Prevenient grace is God continuing to look for ways to get our attention.  
Prevenient grace is God always reaching out to try to draw us in, to draw us closer to him. God 
never gives up. 

We can learn that God doesn’t wait for us to reach spiritual maturity before he finds us 
acceptable. Jacob was a work in progress. Even after his encounter with God, he was still 
skeptical. Verse 20 records Jacob’s promise, a promise that begins with the word “if.” If God 
does what he promises, I’ll believe. If God does what he promises, I’ll give back some of what 
he gives me for him to use. Jacob has encountered the holy and Almighty God and he still 
wanted to bargain. And God kept his promise to be with him despite his skepticism.   

Ladies and gentlemen, if nothing else in scripture convinces you that God can and will use 
anyone to accomplish his work, the story of Jacob should. If nothing else in scripture convinces 



you that God keeps his promises, the story of Jacob should. If nothing else in scripture convinces 
you that you should give up on self and turn to God, perhaps the story of Jacob should.   

God’s willingness to seek Jacob even after his worst actions forces us to admit that his salvation 
has little to do with Jacob’s moral condition and everything to do with God’s goodness. Nothing 
we can accomplish will ever be good enough to earn God’s love. So instead of depending on 
self, we should depend on the grace and mercy of the one holy and Almighty God who seeks us 
out and invites us in. Are you willing to die to self in order to live for God?   

(Information in this lesson was drawn from The New Application Commentary, Genesis, From 
biblical text…to contemporary life, John H. Walton, p 568 - 577 and the Teacher’s Edition of the 
Adult Bible Studies, Uniform Series, International Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching.) 

Dr. Nita Crump serves as Director of Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 
nitac@sgaumc.com.  

 

Arthur J. Moore Museum obtains notice: John Wesley gets married 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 
DAVE HANSON 

Jay Jordan from St Marys, Georgia recently gave me a rare copy of the February 1751 
Gentlemen’s Magazine from London, England. Buried in the small print on an inside page of this 
magazine was a small notice which indicated that John Wesley, Methodist preacher, had married 
a merchant’s widow. It did not mention the bride’s name, but did say that a certain amount was 
given as her dowry. 

The important magazine has been donated to the Arthur J. Moore Methodist Museum at Epworth 
By The Sea and may be viewed during the museum’s business hours, from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m., 
Monday through Saturday. 

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – November 2018 
 
11/01 – Sam Collins: PO Box 191; Dexter, GA 31019 
11/01 – Tommy Maddox: 137 Norfolk Pine Lane; Napes, FL 34114 
11/03 – Edwin Smith: 305 Grindstone Creek Dr.; Clarkesville, GA 30523 
11/04 – W.R. Edwards, Jr.: 385 Ashton Dr.; Athens, GA 30606 
11/07 – Eve Tomberlin: 1500 Pope Rd.; Roberta, GA 31078 
11/08 – Gary Carter: 400 Hill Manning Rd.; Cochran, GA 31014 
11/08 – Mary Ann Traver: PO Box 1934; Richmond Hill, GA 31324 
11/09 – Douglas Force: PO Box 1938; Hinesville, GA 31313 
11/09 – Joe Flowers, Jr.: 390 Brook Hollow Dr.; McDonough, GA 30252 



11/10 – Kirk Loyless: PO Box 566; Mineral Bluff, GA 30559 
11/11 – David Johnson: 916 Watermelon Run; Charleston, SC 29412 
11/12 – James E. Davis: 170 Caney Branch Dr.; Homerville, GA 31634 
11/12 – John Mitchell: 123 Lundy Court; Macon, GA 31210 
11/14 – Randy Mosley: 915 Brushy Creek Church Rd.; Sparks, GA 31329 
11/14 – Woody Roberts: 1259 Hwy. 36 E.; Barnesville, GA 30204 
11/14 – David Tart, III: 312 Knob Hill Rd.; Valdosta, GA 31602 
11/14 – Donald Youmans: 69 Coldwater Lane; Hendersonville, NC 28739 
11/16 – Sue DeJournett: 4648 Savage Hills Dr.; Macon, GA 31210 
11/20 – Richard Trawick: 7884 Whiteoak Loop; Donalsonville, GA 39845 
11/21 – Robert Hall: 4221 Stone Mill Ct.; Martinez, GA 30907 
11/21 – Kitty Newton: 187 Newbridge Rd.; Sylvania, GA 30467 
11/22 – John McGowan: #1 Ramblewood Circle; Valdosta, GA 31602 
11/23 – Jack Atkinson: 2317 Bear Creek Rd.; Adel, GA 31620 
11/25 – Carter Berkeley: 125 Oakcrest Dr.; Statesboro, GA 30461 
11/27 – Buddy Coss: 356 Manry St.; Edison, GA 39846 
11/27 – Gordon Goodwill: 2911 Charlie Lane; Statesboro, GA 30461 
11/28 – Richard Turnipseed: 12420 Clubhouse Court; Tavares, FL 32778 
11/30 – Enoch Hendry: 306 E. 54th St.; Savannah, GA 31405 
 

OBITUARIES 

Mrs. Ruth Holland Glisson Sheppard 
Ruth Holland Glisson Sheppard, 88, entered into rest Thursday, October 18, 2018. She was born 
in Girard to the late Ella Mae Miller and Joseph Marvin Holland, Sr. She worked at Sardis 
Manufacturing Company for many years. She was a member of Paine’s Chapel United Methodist 
Church in Jenkins County and Bethel Brick Church. Ruth was a piano player and singer for 
many churches throughout the South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church. She 
also played for the Singing Saints of St. John Towers in Augusta. She was a good cook and a 
homemaker. Ruth enjoyed talking about the good old days, loved her family, loved serving the 
Lord, and had an amazing memory right up to her passing. In addition to her parents, she is 
preceded in death by her first husband, Henry Louis Glisson, Sr.; her second husband, Rev. 
Harold H. Sheppard; a son, Lynn C. Glisson; and eight siblings. 

She is survived by two children, Henry L. Glisson, Jr. of Swainsboro and Patricia G. Neely of 
Augusta; nine grandchildren; 10 great-grandchildren; one great-great grandchild; and numerous 
nieces and nephews. 

Funeral services were held Sunday, October 21 in the DeLoach-McKerley-Prescott Funeral 
Home Chapel with Rev. Tom Oliver and Rev. Mira Barrett officiating. Burial followed at 
Corinth Christian Church Cemetery in Girard. Pallbearers were Chris Glisson, Garett Glisson, 
Ben Hall, Tyler Hall, Bryson Hall, Nathan Neely, and Justin Neely. Her nephews were honorary 
pallbearers. 

You may sign the guest book at www.deloachfuneralhomes.com.  



 

Scripture Readings – November 6 

Nov. 11 
Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17 
Psalm 127 or Psalm 42 (UMH 777) 
Hebrews 9:24-28 
Mark 12:38-44 

Nov. 18 
Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Samuel 1:4-20 
1 Samuel 2:1-10 or Psalm 113 (UMH 834) 
Hebrews 10:11-14 (15-18) 19-25 
Mark 13:1-8 

Nov. 25 
Christ the King Sunday 
2 Samuel 23:1-7 
Psalm 132:1-12 (UMH 849) 
Revelation 1:4b-8 
John 18:33-37 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 11/06/2018 edition 

Magnolia Manor South Quail Hunt, Sylvester – Nov. 9 
The inaugural Magnolia Manor South Quail Hunt will be held at Southern Woods Plantation in 
Sylvester, Ga. This event starts at 8:30 a.m. for morning hunters and 11:30 a.m. for afternoon 
hunters. The money raised from this event will go towards an emergency generator fund to help 
residents during emergencies. For more details, visit 
www.magnoliamanor.com/events/southquailhunt/.  

Wesleyan College Sunday – Nov. 11 
Each local United Methodist Church in South Georgia is encouraged to take up a special offering 
to support the ministry of Wesleyan College in Macon. To learn more about Wesleyan College, 
visit www.wesleyancollege.edu.  



Wesley Glen Ministries’ Golf Tournament – Nov. 12 
Join Wesley Glen for their annual golf tournament, held at the Brickyard Golf Club in Macon. 
Visit www.wesleyglenministries.com/ for more information.  

Encounter Youth Retreat – Nov. 16-18 
Encounter is a weekend retreat designed for 6th - 12th grade students where everyone will 
ENCOUNTER God, and each in a very unique way. This retreat will offer passionate worship, 
relevant Bible study and a meaningful time with other teens at Epworth By The Sea on St. 
Simons Island. More information 

United Methodist Student Day – Nov. 25 
The United Methodist Student Day Special Sunday Offering helps provide funds for scholarships 
and loans for United Methodist students. Student Day gifts make a real difference for those who 
hope to attend college. Ninety percent (90%) of the offering goes toward funding the many 
scholarships and loans administered by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
(www.gbhem.org) and 10 percent (10%) stays within our state and goes to Georgia UM-related 
schools for merit scholarships. Contact the Georgia Commission on Higher Education and 
Collegiate Ministry (770-854-7283 or www.umcommission.org) or visit www.umcgiving.org for 
more information and promotional materials.   

United Methodist Global AIDS Fund Sunday – Dec. 2 
Established in 2004, the United Methodist Global AIDS Fund's (UMGAF) purpose is to stem the 
tide of HIV and AIDS around the world, and strengthen The United Methodist Church’s 
compassionate response to this deadly pandemic. UMGAF supports programs that focus on 
prevention, advocacy, testing, and counseling for people living with HIV and AIDS. Through the 
generosity of United Methodists and others, UMGAF has supported more than 200 HIV/AIDS 
church-oriented programs in over 35 countries. In the United States, 25 percent of all donations 
to UMGAF through a local United Methodist church remain in the annual conference for AIDS 
ministries. Click here for resources and more information. 

 


