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Giving Thanks in All Circumstances: A Thanksgiving Message from Bishop Bryan 

Is it really possible to “give thanks in all circumstances…,” as St. Paul says in 1 Thessalonians 
5:18? Ask the children who live in the Methodist Children’s Homes all over South Georgia. 
Recently Sherrill and I had the privilege of attending a Thanksgiving Banquet at the main 
campus in Macon. After a delicious meal the children shared their personal thanksgivings: for 
the love they receive from the staff, for those who are like parents to them on a daily basis, for 
God, for Jesus Christ, and for their own families. Already in their young lives each one of these 
children has faced a unique set of challenges. Yet they are giving thanks in all circumstances. 
Why? Because the connectional system of The United Methodist Church has given them a 
physical home and a spiritual home.  

Is it possible to give thanks in all circumstances? Ask those who have found homes at Wesley 
Glen, Magnolia Manor, Vashti, or Rose Hill. In each of these ministries you will find men and 
women who are giving thanks to God in all circumstances. Why? Because the connectional 
system of The United Methodist Church has given them homes that meet their physical and 
spiritual needs. 

Is it possible to give thanks in all circumstances? Ask those living in the areas of South Georgia 
most affected by Hurricane Michael. Surrounded by fallen trees, damaged homes and vehicles, 
and destroyed crops, I met United Methodists who said, “We give thanks for the way our church 
family is caring for us.” Thankful in all circumstances. Why? Because they are part of the 
connectional system of The United Methodist Church, and they love it. 

I am grateful to our Lord Jesus Christ for allowing me to be part of a worldwide community of 
faith - The United Methodist Church - giving children, youth, and adults a reason to “give thanks 
in all circumstances.”  

Alive Together in Thanksgiving, 

R. Lawson Bryan 

 

UMCOR school kits, church volunteers help students’ return to school 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Children returning to Seminole County’s schools Monday, Nov. 5 received a surprise when they 
sat at their desks. Not only were their schools – damaged by Hurricane Michael – repaired, but 
on each desk sat a bag full of needed school supplies. 



Early that morning, before school began, a team of volunteers from Friendship United Methodist 
Church descended on the schools. In a flurry of activity, they unpacked four pallets of boxes, 
hustled from room to room, placed one bag on each desk, and said a silent prayer over each, 
asking God to bless the students, the teachers, and the schools. 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) sent the 1,200 school kits to Friendship 
UMC, said Rev. Lehman, so the county’s children could be prepared for their return to school  
after being out nearly a month after Hurricane Michael tore through southwest Georgia. The 
elementary school was heavily damaged in the storm and many children lost everything in their 
desks. 

While Friendship UMC’s congregation has suffered greatly themselves, they didn’t hesitate to 
help the community’s children get back to school with the supplies they needed. 

“Our church came alive,” said Rev. Nate Lehman, pastor of Friendship UMC in Donalsonville, 
of how the congregation came together to unpack and distribute the school kits. “Our staff has 
done amazing things here at the church, and to know that there are resources beyond our local 
church that are out there from other United Methodists, it provides an energy burst to know that 
you’re not by yourself. There’s no way that we would have been able to collect 1,200 students’ 
school supplies that quickly, so it’s an amazing thing to know that there are resources out there 
beyond our local church.” 

The kits, shipped from UMCOR’s Decatur, Ala. depot, were packed and sent from generous 
United Methodists from around the connection. 

“This is a beautiful example of the strength in the connection and the connection at work,” said 
Allison Lindsey, associate director for Connectional Ministries. “Our Conference was able to 
request the bags from Sager Brown and the connection was in action. We are familiar with the 
use of a cleaning bucket or a hygiene kit, but we don't hear about school kits as often or how they 
are used. This was such a creative way to distribute the kits. There are new guidelines for the 
school kits that make it easier for all ages to assemble. The directions can be found here.” 

The elementary and middle-school students were excited to receive their school kits, which 
contained scissors, crayons, notebooks, paper, pencils, a pencil sharpener, a ruler, and an eraser. 
Paper and pencils were delivered to the high school and will be distributed as needed. 

“The teachers said it was like Christmas for the kids,” Rev. Lehman said. “It was one less thing 
for the parents to think about, one less thing for the kids to think about. Having a second first day 
of school in a disaster area and finding paper and pencils is the last thing that a parent needs to 
worry about, or a child, if their home has been destroyed. This is one way to relieve a little bit of 
stress.” 

 



Parish nurse serves storm-damaged community 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Debbie Weaver has never seen disaster like the kind Hurricane Michael wrought on the residents 
of her rural community.  

A parish nurse at Reynolds Chapel United Methodist Church, she’s used to blood pressure 
checks, teaching CPR, explaining medications, and the like. But Hurricane Michael, which 
nearly destroyed Donalsonville, also changed Weaver’s ministry and how she serves her patients. 

With more than 700 homes in the community, Weaver can’t visit each resident individually. 
After the storm passed and they could safely travel, she and another community nurse made 
visits by referral and triaged patients according to severity of need. 

“We’re still in emergency mode. Our biggest struggle has been reaching people and finding and 
meeting their needs,” Weaver said. “The big issues are hypertension, diabetes, and respiratory 
problems. We have an ongoing need for supplies.” 

As she traveled throughout the community, which lies 20 miles outside of Donalsonville on Lake 
Sinclair, Weaver found people living in tents because their homes had been demolished, torn 
apart by winds and trees. Many were living without power or generators even though they 
needed it for oxygen, breathing treatments, or to keep insulin cool. 

Through it all, Weaver and nurse Karen Cook, a member of Lake Seminole Baptist Church, were 
doing their best to manage the needs of their patients. 

“We are out here trying to get the healthcare needs of our community better under control,” 
Weaver said.  

Every church needs to have a health care ministry, she says, in times of normalcy and especially 
during a crisis. The programs are important to help educate congregants about their medical 
needs, conditions, and diagnoses; to help connect them to needed resources; and to help them 
navigate through the healthcare system. In times of chaos and crisis, it’s important for churches 
to serve as points of refuge, places of calm in the storm, and pillars of hope amid the hurt. 

Although Hurricane Michael has passed, the storm’s effects are, for many, life changing. No 
matter the situation, Weaver will be there, to help, to heal, and to listen. 

“We know that a lot of the needs down the road are going to be people who just need to tell their 
stories,” Weaver said, noting that the storm has given her an even bigger way to serve the 
community. “And that’s part of health ministry, listening to those stories. 

“Serving Jesus, being the hands and feet of Jesus, that’s what we’re about.” 



 

Bishop's Appeal: Special Christmas Offering 

When disaster strikes, the United Methodist connection comes alive. The South Georgia 
Conference has seen this over and over again in the past month as people have responded to our 
needs here in South Georgia following the devastation caused by Hurricane Michael. Our 
connection is at work thanks to your overwhelming generosity.  

Even as we continue down our own path of recovery in the southwest pocket of our conference, 
we also want to extend a helping hand to our brothers and sisters in the Alabama-West Florida 
Conference who will feel Michael’s impact for years to come. Bishop Lawson Bryan is 
encouraging South Georgia Conference churches to collect a special Christmas offering for our 
neighbors in South Georgia, Alabama, and Florida. 

“I want to thank all those who already have contributed to the South Georgia Conference Storm 
Recovery Fund,” said Bishop Bryan. “Hurricane Michael did significant damage to a large sector 
of our conference. Thanks to your generosity we have been able to make an immediate initial 
response to those churches and communities. This special Christmas Offering for Storm Relief 
will give us the funds needed to sustain the long-term recovery effort. Also, through this 
Christmas Offering our conference will be able to continue doing what you have done so well in 
the past: reach out to help our brothers and sisters in need in the neighboring conferences of 
Alabama-West Florida and Florida. Those in Mexico Beach and the greater Panama City area are 
looking at a recovery period that will extend at least 10 years. While taking care of our own 
churches and communities we will also be able to give tangible support to our neighbors. Thank 
you for joining in this special Christmas Offering for Storm Relief.” 

Hurricane Michael was one of the most powerful storms ever recorded in the United States and 
struck last month with 155 mph winds. It raged ashore leaving miles and miles of devastation 
along the Gulf Coast. 

The Alabama-West Florida Conference has established formal partnerships with 28 pastors and 
churches that were damaged by Hurricane Michael. Financial offerings are already being 
distributed to support staff salaries at those churches that currently are not operational on a day-
to-day basis. Our Christmas Special Offering will allow us to come alongside these neighboring 
churches with additional financial support as they pick up the pieces and begin to rebuild. And in 
southwest Georgia, impacted congregations and communities are being and will continue to be 
supported by the generous donations of supplies, food, and home repair case management from 
within and beyond our conference.  

A Christmas Offering Storm Relief Fund #6849 has been established specifically for our 
support of the recovery efforts. This will be a Lane 6 offering. 



There are two ways to give:  

1. Donations may be made to any South Georgia Conference United Methodist Church by 
marking your gift for the "Christmas Offering Storm Relief Fund" or “Fund #6849”. 

2. Donate online here. 

A bulletin insert will be available soon. 

 

Updated Conference history book chronicles accomplishments of South Georgia 
UMC churches 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

In its 152-year history, the South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church has 
accomplished some amazing things, said Anne Packard, curator of the Moore Methodist 
Museum and conference archivist.  

In an effort to document what God has done in and through South Georgia United Methodists, 
Packard, along with historians from each local South Georgia church, has compiled and 
published an updated history of the conference, “History of the South Georgia Conference of the 
United Methodist Church: 1866-2018.” 

“It’s very easy to think you know what Methodism in South Georgia means, but you might be 
surprised to learn what great deeds, what great people have come out of this particular 
conference,” Packard said. “This conference has done amazing things and can still do amazing 
things.” 

Included in the book are histories of every church in the conference along with photos and 
contact information. Several essays written by conference pastors and leaders have also been 
incorporated into the book.  

“We hope people use it not so much as a reference book, but more as a ‘Chicken Noodle Soup 
for the Soul’ type book,” Packard said. “It’s not just one church’s history, it’s the history of the 
Conference.” 

The project began nearly four years ago when Packard and her staff began digitizing South 
Georgia’s church histories and adding them to the museum’s website. That began the process of 
updating each church’s record, and they saw the need to update the Conference’s history, too.  

Much had changed in the 34 years since Mary Nell Waite wrote the Conference’s first history 
book in 1984, but as Packard and her team set to work they found something surprising. 



“As far as church histories go, it’s the story of the more we change, the more we stay the same,” 
she said. “It’s the question of how can we best help our members, what can we offer, dealing 
with money, how to get people in the door. I think that as much as we have changed with cell 
phones and technology, it’s still a question of how best to reach you. And as much as we use 
technology, it still doesn’t replace person-to-person contact.” 

The most impactful changes in the past 30 years had to do with the role of women and minorities 
in ministry, Packard said.  

This project was important, she said, to build on the work that had been done before and to 
preserve and celebrate the past 30 years.  

“History isn’t just something that happened in the 1700s, it’s something that happened last year, 
it’s something that happened in 2014. Making history is something that continually happens.” 

Click here to purchase “History of the South Georgia Conference of the United Methodist 
Church: 1866-2018,” or call the museum at 912-638-4050. Proceeds from the sale of the book 
will help fund future museum renovations. 

 

Consider end-of-the-year giving to the new Conference Center 

Over the years I have found that the month of December is a time of incredible generosity. As 
we celebrate God’s gift of Jesus, our church members find fulfillment in giving of themselves 
and their resources. One special opportunity is “end-of-the-year giving.” This occurs when our 
members determine that they want to make a special gift before Dec. 31. These gifts may be 
stocks, bonds, property, and/or cash. A gift to the new Conference Center of the South Georgia 
Conference would be a great blessing. We are only $250,000 away from funding this project and 
breaking ground on our first-ever conference office center.  

I welcome the opportunity to provide more information about the new Conference Center to 
anyone with whom I might meet. Please contact me through the Episcopal Office at 478-475-
9286.  

Thank you for considering a gift to the new Conference Center … and for making others aware 
of this special opportunity. 

Alive Together in the World, 

R. Lawson Bryan 

 



Thankful for God’s blessings 

OUR CONNECTION MATTERS 
NITA CRUMP 

I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name for ever and ever. Every day I will 
praise you and extol your name for ever and ever. Psalm 145:1-2 

Thanksgiving is right around the corner. Many of us are planning to spend time with family as 
we eat turkey and dressing in copious quantities. Many of us will start our Thanksgiving meal 
with a list of all the things for which we are thankful. Many of us will take at least a little time to 
count our blessings.  

When my children were small, one of them would periodically ask, “Are we rich?” The answer, 
according to worldly standards, was no. We didn’t come close to qualifying as rich when rich 
was measured in material, American terms. But my answer was always that we were rich, very 
rich. We were, and still are, rich in ways that go far beyond material. I explained to them that we 
were rich when we counted as blessings our friends and family and the relationships with them.  
We were rich in all the ways that mattered, including in the possibility of a relationship with the 
Lord God Almighty.   

My favorite passage of scripture to use when counting blessings is Psalm 145. Here are all the 
reasons the psalmist gives for being thankful. 

God performs mighty acts, awesome works, and great deeds. We see his mighty acts of creation 
as we look around us at the world. We see the results of his awesome works and great deeds in 
our lives as we respond to his forgiveness and seek to draw nearer and nearer to him.   

God is good, righteous, gracious, compassionate, slow to anger, and rich in love. We have reason 
to be thankful for his nature, as it is that nature that assures us of his love for us even before we 
respond to his presence. 

God is good to all. What have we done to deserve the goodness of God? Nothing. But he is good 
to us anyway. 

God is trustworthy and faithful in keeping his promises. God will not make a promise that he is 
not willing and able to keep. When God speaks to you, whether it’s through his spoken word or 
his written word or his living Word, you can be assured that he will do all that he has said he will 
do.   

God lifts up the fallen, provides food for the hungry, and satisfies every living thing. There are so 
many ways we fall away from God even as we intend to stay in close relationship. God is ready 
for that. 



God is righteous and faithful and near to all who call on him in faith. It doesn’t matter where we 
have been or where we are on our faith journey; when we cry out to God, he hears us and 
responds.   

One last thought – God has blessed you so that you might be a blessing to others. Spend time 
over Thanksgiving counting the many, many ways you are blessed. Spend time being a blessing 
to others. And, above all, spend time with the Father who has blessed you beyond measure 
eternally.   

Dr. Nita Crump serves as Director of Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 
nitac@sgaumc.com.  

 

Connectional Ministries launches leadership tour 

The Office of Connectional Ministries will in January launch a leadership tour aimed at 
equipping and empowering local church leaders.  

The 2019 Leadership Tour, which kicks off Sunday, Jan. 6 at Americus First UMC, will offer 
practical teaching and resources to inspire and help local church leaders lead with confidence. 
Similar to the Pathways training event, participants will choose two paths, or classes, to take to 
enrich their ministry. This free event is sponsored by the Office of Connectional Ministries. 

The other three stops on the leadership tour will be in Dublin, Tifton, and Springfield. Click here 
for more information. Download a flyer to promote this event in your local church.   

 

#GivingTuesday: Joining together to give BIG on Nov 27 

It’s hard to believe the holidays are right around the corner. That means it’s time once again 
for UMC #GivingTuesday. In 2017, millions of people from 150 countries raised over 
$300,000,000 on Giving Tuesday. This year on November 27 United Methodists will once again 
come together as a part of that movement to advance vital ministries around the world. There are 
hundreds of ways you can #GiveUMC. | Resources are also available to help you promote 
Giving Tuesday. 

To make a big day even BIGGER, Georgia Gives Day has joined forces with Giving Tuesday. 
Support South Georgia United Methodist ministries through Georgia Gives Day/Giving Tuesday 
by searching for “United Methodist” or "Methodist" at the Georgia Gives website. 

 



God Blesses Jacob and Rachel 

Fall Quarter: God’s World and God’s People 
Unit 3: God Blesses and Creates Regardless 

Sunday school lesson for the week of November 25, 2018 
By Dr. Nita Crump 

Lesson Scripture: Genesis 30 
Key Verses: Genesis 30:22 

Purpose: To marvel that God’s blessings are not contingent on whether we are morally upright. 

Once again, as we study Genesis, we find ourselves involved with Jacob. Jacob, the son of Isaac 
and grandson of Abraham, who tricked his brother out of both his birthright and his blessing. In 
the last lesson, we learned that God sometimes allows success in less than moral situations in 
order to teach a lesson later. We saw some of that lesson as Jacob listened to a message from 
God in his dream.  

In the current passage of scripture, we see some of the old Jacob return as he negotiates with his 
father-in-law so that he can build his own wealth. As a result of Jacob’s negotiations with Laban, 
and in just a few years, Jacob accumulates great wealth through owning large flocks of sheep and 
goats, camels, and donkeys.   

In ancient days, accumulating great wealth was a sign the god of your choice was blessing you. 
So, what does it mean to read that blessings accumulate for one who is not the most moral of 
persons? Does that speak more about the one doing the blessing or the one receiving the 
blessings? Those are difficult questions for one who is morally upright and depends on the one 
holy and living God for blessings yet lives in poverty and goes without. Perhaps we need to 
consider blessings from a more spiritual aspect than accumulation of wealth and possessions. 

God’s blessings are the blessings that come from living in his grace even though we don’t 
deserve the opportunity to do so. God doesn’t expect us to make ourselves perfect before he 
invites us into a relationship with him. Being morally upright and good is what happens after we 
respond to God’s invitation to be in relationship with him. Jacob is not a hero because he 
accumulated wealth while living in a less than righteous manner. His behavior should not be 
behavior we try to imitate. The real hero in this story is God himself, who is willing to work with 
the unrighteous and morally upside down. Jacob didn’t get rewarded for his behavior. We don’t 
get rewarded for our behavior, no matter how bad or good it might be. We are rewarded with the 
opportunity to live in and enjoy the blessings of a relationship with God because it is God’s 
nature to love us despite us.   

And that, ladies and gentlemen, is a marvelous thought.   



The story of Jacob demonstrates that God’s covenant people are not exempt from troubles, strife, 
and moral failures. It also demonstrates that God will neither give up nor let go. God’s constant 
presence since the beginning of creation is not dependent on anything a person might or might 
not do.   

When we started this series on the book of Genesis, we began with the story of God creating the 
universe, including plants, animals, and people. As we end this series of lessons, we find God 
still in the business of creation as he starts with morally upside-down people and works in our 
hearts and lives to transform us into holy and righteous people who live in the blessings of a 
relationship with him. Amen.   

(Information in this lesson was drawn from The New Application Commentary, Genesis, From 
biblical text…to contemporary life, John H. Walton, p 578-599 and the Teacher’s Edition of the 
Adult Bible Studies, Uniform Series, International Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching.) 

Dr. Nita Crump serves as Director of Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 
nitac@sgaumc.com.  

 

Love and Obey God 

Winter Quarter: Our Love For God 
Unit 1: God Is Worthy of Our Love 

Sunday school lesson for the week of December 2, 2018 
By Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers 

Lesson Scripture: Deuteronomy 6: 1-9 

This quarter our focus will be on “Our Love for God,” and we begin with how “God Is Worthy 
of our Love.”  Our verses for study this week are the source of one of the most famous passages 
in the Old Testament – the Shema: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord is one. Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.” Shema is the Hebrew word 
for “hear” and this designation has persisted through the millennia. 

The passage begins with Moses’ last will and testament to the next generation of the wandering 
Hebrews before their entrance into the Promised Land. We find it interesting how generations 
can lose the power of earlier convictions and practices. Sometimes, this can be a sign of learning 
and progress, but there are times when change can be disastrous! We saw this happen with a very 
famous hotel on Sea Island.  The Cloister was begun by Alfred Jones, became a five-star resort, 
continued successfully by his son, and then bankrupted in the third generation. 

Moses was giving the people what he had received from God so that life would be useful, 
productive, and full.  Sounds very similar to Jesus’ promise of why he came! (John 10:10) 



The Book of Deuteronomy is the fifth book of the Pentateuch, and most scholars believe this was 
the scroll found during the renovation of the Temple in the reign of Josiah. (Read the account in 
II Kings 22 and 23.) When the scroll was found, that generation learned how far they had fallen 
from obeying God and keeping the commandments.   

Of course, this was exactly what Moses had said might happen, and he provided the recipe for 
preventing disaster. Beginning with the fear (deep reverence) of the Lord, matched with 
obedience, the people are commanded to teach each succeeding generation. This legacy is the 
greatest gift we can leave those who follow us. The reward? Long life, not just for the individual, 
but for the nation. 

Next, Moses reminds the people of “the promise” made to Abraham so long before. The 
covenant-making God is also the promise-keeping Lord. We must keep in balance covenant, 
promise, and obedience. Josiah’s generation was stunned to learn this lesson. The Passover had 
not been observed since the time of the Judges! (II Kings 23) 

We arrive at the heart of the lesson in verses 4 and 5. These verses are worth repeating. After all, 
Jesus answered the question of the scribe (teacher of the Law) in Mark 12:38-34 (also Matthew 
22:34-40) quoting these verses: “Hear O Israel: the Lord our God is one. Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul, and with all your strength.” Jesus added “mind” 
and Leviticus 19:18, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

This injunction stands in sharp contrast to the religious world of the time, where multiple gods 
with multiple ways of worship, including child sacrifice, were the norm. Josiah’s father and 
grandfather were among the worst of all – Ammon and Manasseh. When the scroll was read to 
Josiah he immediately tore his clothing and went into deep contrition, leading the nation to do 
the same.   

The meaning of both “heart” and “soul” are different in Hebrew from our understanding. “Heart” 
refers to the center of human life, including intellect and will. Soul is also very different, 
referring to a person’s entire identity. Read Psalm 103:1 and remember Hebrew poetry is often 
expressed in parallels. The thought of one line is reflected in the second line with different 
words. “Bless the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being praise his holy name.” 

We will never fulfill this goal in this life, but, as one writer said, the blessing comes in the quest! 

The quest is spelled out in the actions in the verses for today. Moses told the people these 
commandments were to be “in their heart.” Sam’s grandmother gave him a KJV Bible when he 
went to Emory. On the flyleaf she wrote three verses: The very first one was Psalm 119:11. “Thy 
word have I hid in my heart that I might not sin against thee.” The other two were II Timothy 
2:15 and Proverbs 3:6. Remember what we said about “heart” earlier – not emotion, but the 
center of life where will and intellect reside. This understanding contradicts the prevailing 
attitude of Christians toward the Old Testament of focusing on outward actions and rigid rule-
keeping. God has always been concerned about the health of our heart. 

Now come some practical ways of leaving a legacy to our children. A word of prophetic truth: 
You cannot leave the teaching of the faith to others – even the Church! The ministry to youth and 



children is the most critical ministry of the Church because here are the facts: from age 5 to 12 
only 32 percent become disciples of Jesus, of ages 13-18 only 4 percent, and after 19 it rises to 6 
percent. At best, one out of three. Why? Look at the culture of today: full schedules leaving little 
time for family life; technology that separates more than unites; prevalence of drugs; inundation 
of pornography; rampant violence; chaos in many families; and the list continues. At one time 
Christianity might have had home field advantage, but not today! The faith is not passed from 
generation to generation by osmosis. We do not live today in a Christian culture. There must be 
intentional time spent, and by all – parents, grandparents, and all the members of the Body of 
Christ. We promise to do just this in the baptism of every child! 

Moses can help and here are his ways. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you 
sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. The use 
of opposites makes the point clear – indoors/outdoors, bedtime/waking. Anytime and anywhere 
under any circumstances we share our faith, not hoard it. 

Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.  Many took this literally 
and wore small leather boxes call phylacteries, and wearing them became a way to flaunt their 
faith. Do we wear or show our cross in a similar way? The power lies in emphasizing the totality 
of faith as action and belief – hands and head. 

Write them on the doorframe of your houses and on your gates. Again, the literalists made 
containers called mezuzah and attached them on the entrances to their homes. The power lies in 
practicing the faith consistently at home, so children learn by seeing as well as hearing. The gate 
of the city was where everyday commerce and politics took place. The faith is not just for 
religious settings but deals with all of life. 

We conclude with a quote from a recent article: “In these times that are awash in spiritual 
darkness and confusion, it is critical for Christians to take these ancient instructions to heart, 
using every opportunity to reinforce biblical truth to our children and youth and helping them see 
its relevance to daily living.” 

The most influential Bible translation available is the one our children and youth see 
communicated by example in word and speech. Remember Jesus said this was the greatest 
commandment – where the focus is on our love for God. 

Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net.  

 

Thanksgiving  

Dr. Hal Brady 

The late Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, former minister of Marble Collegiate Church in New York 
City, once said, “Do not always ask when you pray, but instead affirm that God’s blessings are 
being given and spend most of your prayer giving thanks.” What marvelous wisdom! Gratitude 
is the key to meaningful faith and joyful living. 



One of the unique things about the Thanksgiving season is that it is not so filled with hype. It’s 
just a special time to reflect with family and friends on the goodness of God. Of course, as 
people of faith, we do this all the time, but as Americans it is good to be reminded at the special 
season of Thanksgiving. 

The first Thanksgiving was celebrated in the context of enormous hardship. The pilgrims were 
reduced to a ration of five grains of corn a day to keep them alive. There were only seven healthy 
colonists to nurse the sick. Half of the original 102 pilgrims that came on the Mayflower were 
dead. But for the remaining pilgrims, it continued to be their steadfast conviction that God would 
see them through. So they held a special service of worship to say “thank you” to God. Even in 
all their difficulties they had perceived the grace of God, and they were grateful. 

For a number of years, the late Furman Bisher, legendary sports writer and columnist for The 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, wrote an annual Thanksgiving column on the things for which he 
was grateful. It was always a meaningful column, giving insight into this noted writer, and I 
appreciated and enjoyed it very much. 

Taking a page from Mr. Bisher, and since this is Thanksgiving, I’d like to list some of the things 
for which I am grateful. I’m thankful for: 

• A Heavenly Father whose love and faithfulness endure. 
• A special lady dear to my heart that I have lived with nearly 57 years. 
• Eight grandchildren and their parents who call me “Baba.” 
• The unique privilege of preaching from that sacred pulpit and on television. 
• A smartphone when it works. 
• Dedicated men and women who put their lives on the line every day in the name of 

freedom. 
• Friendships, old and new. 
• Good books and the joy of reading. 
• The privilege of living in the USA. 
• First responders and all those who assist in times of crisis. 
• A piece of key-lime pie, large or small. 
• A church that faithfully struggles with the realities of the day. 
• Politicians who dare to walk and work across the aisle. 
• A challenging Sunday school class. 
• Mistakes and the ability to laugh at them. 
• Doctors who say, “We can treat that.” 
• A mulligan on the golf course. 
• Sweet potato biscuits. 
• Those who keep the law, pick up the trash, deliver the mail, fight the fires and teach our 

students. 
• The phrase “Go Dawgs.” 



• Folks who know me and love me anyway. 
• Family traditions and get-togethers. 
• Differences that are overlooked. 
• A bill marked “paid in full.” 
• People who remember. 
• A sense of humor that doesn’t take life so seriously. 
• The “common good” that is understood and valued. 
• A special letter from a grandchild. 
• The privilege of writing this column. 
• And all the other things that are far too numerous to mention. 

As the psalmist expressed it, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is in me, bless his holy 
name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits” (Psalm 103:1-2). 

A Happy Thanksgiving to you and yours! 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and 
offer encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries 
(halbradyministries.com). 

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – November 2018 
 
11/01 – Sam Collins: PO Box 191; Dexter, GA 31019 
11/01 – Tommy Maddox: 137 Norfolk Pine Lane; Napes, FL 34114 
11/03 – Edwin Smith: 305 Grindstone Creek Dr.; Clarkesville, GA 30523 
11/04 – W.R. Edwards, Jr.: 385 Ashton Dr.; Athens, GA 30606 
11/07 – Eve Tomberlin: 1500 Pope Rd.; Roberta, GA 31078 
11/08 – Gary Carter: 400 Hill Manning Rd.; Cochran, GA 31014 
11/08 – Mary Ann Traver: PO Box 1934; Richmond Hill, GA 31324 
11/09 – Douglas Force: PO Box 1938; Hinesville, GA 31313 
11/09 – Joe Flowers, Jr.: 390 Brook Hollow Dr.; McDonough, GA 30252 
11/10 – Kirk Loyless: PO Box 566; Mineral Bluff, GA 30559 
11/11 – David Johnson: 916 Watermelon Run; Charleston, SC 29412 
11/12 – James E. Davis: 170 Caney Branch Dr.; Homerville, GA 31634 
11/12 – John Mitchell: 123 Lundy Court; Macon, GA 31210 
11/14 – Randy Mosley: 915 Brushy Creek Church Rd.; Sparks, GA 31329 
11/14 – Woody Roberts: 1259 Hwy. 36 E.; Barnesville, GA 30204 
11/14 – David Tart, III: 312 Knob Hill Rd.; Valdosta, GA 31602 
11/14 – Donald Youmans: 69 Coldwater Lane; Hendersonville, NC 28739 
11/16 – Sue DeJournett: 4648 Savage Hills Dr.; Macon, GA 31210 
11/20 – Richard Trawick: 7884 Whiteoak Loop; Donalsonville, GA 39845 
11/21 – Robert Hall: 4221 Stone Mill Ct.; Martinez, GA 30907 



11/21 – Kitty Newton: 187 Newbridge Rd.; Sylvania, GA 30467 
11/22 – John McGowan: #1 Ramblewood Circle; Valdosta, GA 31602 
11/23 – Jack Atkinson: 2317 Bear Creek Rd.; Adel, GA 31620 
11/25 – Carter Berkeley: 125 Oakcrest Dr.; Statesboro, GA 30461 
11/27 – Buddy Coss: 356 Manry St.; Edison, GA 39846 
11/27 – Gordon Goodwill: 2911 Charlie Lane; Statesboro, GA 30461 
11/28 – Richard Turnipseed: 12420 Clubhouse Court; Tavares, FL 32778 
11/30 – Enoch Hendry: 306 E. 54th St.; Savannah, GA 31405 
 

OBITUARIES 

Rev. Richard G. Aultman 
Rev. Richard G. Aultman, 84, died Sunday, Nov. 4, 2018. Services were held Wednesday, Nov. 
7, 2018, at Byron United Methodist Church with Rev. Tom Carruth officiating. Burial followed 
in Oaklawn Cemetery. 

Born in Byron to the late Calder Gresham Aultman Sr. and Helen Gassett Aultman, Rev. 
Aultman served in Germany while serving in the United States Army. He became an ordained 
Methodist minister with the South Georgia Conference in 1967 and honored the Lord with his 
service for 31 years. After retiring in 1998, Rev. Aultman and his beloved wife Pat moved back 
home to Byron where he enjoyed helping other pastors and churches as he was needed. He and 
Pat loved to travel with their camper as they rode all over America. He was a member of Byron 
United Methodist Church and the Faith Sunday School Class. He also assisted with services at 
Rooks Funeral Home. 

Survivors include his son and daughter-in-law, David and Celetta Aultman of Vidalia and many 
loving family members. In 2016, he was preceded in death by his wife Pat. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Byron United Methodist Church, P.O. Box 6, 
Byron, GA 31008, in Rev. Aultman’s memory. Rooks Funeral Home in Byron is in charge of 
arrangements. 

 

Scripture Readings – November 20 

Nov. 25 
Christ the King Sunday 
United Methodist Student Day 
2 Samuel 23:1-7 
Psalm 132:1-12 (UMH 849) 
Revelation 1:4b-8 
John 18:33-37 



Dec. 2 
First Sunday of Advent 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 
Psalm 25:1-10 (UMH 756) 
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
Luke 21:25-36 

Dec. 9 
Second Sunday of Advent 
Malachi 3:1-4 
Luke 1:68-79 (UMH 208) 
Philippians 1:3-11 
Luke 3:1-6 

 

2018 Advent Resources 

We hope the resources will help jumpstart your planning and give you new ideas for this season. 

Nurture 

Take the Online Advent Quiz: (Download), print and share the Advent Quiz with your church, 
family & friends!  

Chuck Knows Church: The Advent Wreath (Video 3 minutes) 

New Ways to Celebrate Advent With Kids 

Christmas Gifts That Won't Break: A Children's Advent Study by James W. Moore. 

Coloring Through Advent: A creative way to prepare your heart for Christmas.  

Blue Christmas/Longest Night Service: A unique service designed to minister to those who 
mourn during the holiday season. This service can be used as an outreach tool in your 
community as well. 

Cokesbury Advent Studies: Looking for a study for a small group, congregation or yourself? 
Find a good selection at Cokesbury. 

Unwrap the Meaning of Christmas: Children share the story of Christmas. (Video 1:26) 

For more resources, visit Discipleship Ministries.  

Outreach 



Ideas to reach into your community and embody the very thing we celebrate: God's love coming 
in human form as Jesus Christ is born! 

4 Great Advent Outreach Ideas 

Community Seeker-Friendly Outreach Event Ideas 

Giving Tuesday: November 27, 2018 - People know about Black Friday and Cyber Monday, we 
want them to know about Giving Tuesday, too! This global day of giving is fueled by the power 
of social media. Find ways to kick off this charitable season by giving to your favorite mission 
organization. 

Christmas Is Not Your Birthday: Mike Slaughter's Bible Study on experiencing the joy of living 
and giving like Jesus.  

Advent Revolution: Learn how Thomasville FUMC turned the Advent season into Outreach, 
reaching their community and into the world. (The Advocate, 2016) 

Random Acts of Christmas Kindness (RACK): Churches Spread Christmas cheer through local 
communities. (The Advocate, 2013) 

Witness 

While there’s debate about whether services on Christmas Eve or Easter Sunday draw the larger 
attendance, it is clear that Christmas Eve attracts more unchurched guests. 

Creative Ways to Invite Others this Advent Season 

Invite Your Community This Christmas: Get all the resources you need this Christmas, including 
direct mail, banners, and invites.  

Christmas Eve Hospitality: 12 Ways to Welcome 

Roll Out The Welcome Mats This Christmas 

Invite Christmas Eve Guests to Return 

For additional Outreach & Witness resources, visit United Methodist Communications. 

Advocacy 

Advent Offers Homecoming 

Advent in Action 

Engaging Advent 

All Earth Is Waiting: An advent devotional written through the lens of Creation and Creation 
Care. (Climate Justice) 



For more Advocacy resources, visit Church & Society and Discipleship Ministries. 

 

Two local church grant opportunities: Peace with Justice and Ethnic Local 
Concerns 

The Office of Connectional Ministries has two grant opportunities for local churches:   

The Peace with Justice Grant provides seed money for any local church, district, conference, or 
agency that has a desire to work and support mercy and justice efforts and who seeks to offer 
peaceful solutions through Christian discipleship and living out the love and grace of God. 
Examples include developing disciples who strive to end poverty, being graceful to those at the 
margins, connecting with people who are different from us, and magnifying God's presence in 
the world. We are now offering the Peace with Justice grant for these groups that are interested 
in seeking peaceful solutions through Christian discipleship and living out the love and grace of 
God. More information 

The Ethnic Local Church Concerns (ELCC) Grant provides seed money for local church 
ministries that have a desire to enhance disciple-making efforts through leadership training, 
small groups, worship, or developing disciple-making systems inside the church walls as well as 
in the community. Priority will be given to new programs or ministries that focus on making 
disciples of Jesus Christ who will transform the world. Download application 

For more information about these grants or for applications, please contact Earnestine Campbell 
at earnestine@sgaumc.com or visit www.sgaumc.org/advocacy. 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 11/20/2018 edition 

United Methodist Student Day – Nov. 25 
The United Methodist Student Day Special Sunday Offering helps provide funds for scholarships 
and loans for United Methodist students. Student Day gifts make a real difference for those who 
hope to attend college. Ninety percent (90%) of the offering goes toward funding the many 
scholarships and loans administered by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
(www.gbhem.org) and 10 percent (10%) stays within our state and goes to Georgia UM-related 
schools for merit scholarships. Contact the Georgia Commission on Higher Education and 
Collegiate Ministry (770-854-7283 or www.umcommission.org) or visit www.umcgiving.org for 
more information and promotional materials.   

United Methodist Global AIDS Fund Sunday – Dec. 2 
Established in 2004, the United Methodist Global AIDS Fund's (UMGAF) purpose is to stem the 



tide of HIV and AIDS around the world, and strengthen The United Methodist Church’s 
compassionate response to this deadly pandemic. UMGAF supports programs that focus on 
prevention, advocacy, testing, and counseling for people living with HIV and AIDS. Through the 
generosity of United Methodists and others, UMGAF has supported more than 200 HIV/AIDS 
church-oriented programs in over 35 countries. In the United States, 25 percent of all donations 
to UMGAF through a local United Methodist church remain in the annual conference for AIDS 
ministries. Click here for resources and more information. 

Rare Book Exhibit, Guyton UMC – Dec. 3-4 
Guyton UMC in the Coastal District will host a Rare Book Exhibit Dec. 3-4 at the historic 
Beulah House on the church’s property. On display will be a King James Bible and Book of 
Common Prayer from 1630, a tract published in 1791 with the funeral sermon preached at John 
Wesley's funeral, an original edition of C.S. Lewis’ “Surprised by Joy,” and other publications 
from the 1800s. For more information, visit www.guytonumc.org/beulah-exhibit.  

Connectional Ministries Leadership Tour, Americus FUMC – Jan. 6, 2019 
Leaders all across the South Georgia Conference have answered the call to serve in their local 
church setting. As a faithful member of your congregation, we know you want to serve and serve 
well! To help equip and empower you in your ministry role, the 2019 Leadership Tour will offer 
practical teaching and resources to both inspire you and help you lead with confidence. This free 
event is sponsored by the Office of Connectional Ministries. Download a flyer to promote this 
event in your local church.   

Connectional Ministries Leadership Tour, Pine Forest UMC, Dublin – Jan. 13, 2019 
Leaders all across the South Georgia Conference have answered the call to serve in their local 
church setting. As a faithful member of your congregation, we know you want to serve and serve 
well! To help equip and empower you in your ministry role, the 2019 Leadership Tour will offer 
practical teaching and resources to both inspire you and help you lead with confidence. This free 
event is sponsored by the Office of Connectional Ministries. Download a flyer to promote this 
event in your local church.   

Connectional Ministries Leadership Tour, Tifton FUMC – Jan. 20, 2019 
Leaders all across the South Georgia Conference have answered the call to serve in their local 
church setting. As a faithful member of your congregation, we know you want to serve and serve 
well! To help equip and empower you in your ministry role, the 2019 Leadership Tour will offer 
practical teaching and resources to both inspire you and help you lead with confidence. This free 
event is sponsored by the Office of Connectional Ministries. Download a flyer to promote this 
event in your local church.   

Connectional Ministries Leadership Tour, Springfield UMC – Jan. 27, 2019 
Leaders all across the South Georgia Conference have answered the call to serve in their local 
church setting. As a faithful member of your congregation, we know you want to serve and serve 



well! To help equip and empower you in your ministry role, the 2019 Leadership Tour will offer 
practical teaching and resources to both inspire you and help you lead with confidence. This free 
event is sponsored by the Office of Connectional Ministries. Download a flyer to promote this 
event in your local church.   

Winter Conference at Epworth By The Sea – Jan. 29 – Feb. 1, 2019 
Join Bishops Sue Haupert-Johnson (North Georgia), Ken Carter (Florida), James Swanson 
(Mississippi) and Lawson Bryan (South Georgia) for Winter Conference 2019 at Epworth By 
The Sea on St. Simons Island. Dr. Tod Bolsinger, Vice President for Vocation and Formation 
and Assistant Professor of Practical Theology at Fuller Theological Seminary and author of 
"Canoeing the Mountains, Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory," will be the keynote 
speaker. Register early as we believe demand will be high. Further information about faculty, 
preachers and curriculum will be announced shortly. More information and registration 

 

 

 


