
SOUTH GEORGIA ADVOCATE – ANNUAL CONFERENCE EDITION 

2019 Annual Conference elects delegates, focuses on being Alive Together 
 
Detailed recaps of each day’s events, including listings of who was ordained and commissioned, 
those who retired, and the ministers and spouses who were remembered during the memorial 
service, as well as the appointment list, photos, and bulletin insert can be found by clicking here. 
 
As the Chattahoochee RIver flowed outside, the Holy Spirit flowed inside as nearly 1,000 South 
Georgia United Methodists gathered in Columbus, Ga. for the 2019 South Georgia Annual 
Conference session. 
 
Held June 2 through June 5 at the Columbus Convention & Trade Center, clergy and lay 
members from across South Georgia gathered to conference in the Wesleyan tradition and elect 
delegates to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences. 
 
With his trademark humor, Bishop Richard Looney, South Georgia’s bishop from 1988-2000, 
wove story after story together in a captivating and engaging message about evangelism during 
the session’s opening worship service.  
 
“I hope we can reclaim the joy of sharing the Good News,” Bishop Looney said after those 
gathered gave him a standing ovation. “Share the Good News, do it in a winsome way. It doesn’t 
have to be complicated. God will use even you to bring salvation to someone who’s lost. And 
may you find joy - joy, joy - in sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ.” 
 
After Bishop Looney spoke, a special offering, totalling nearly $20,000, was received for the 
Moscow United Methodist Theological Seminary. With the money, South Georgia United 
Methodists are partnering with United Methodists in Russia to help provide the means for 
students to attend the seminary and will help it continue to be instrumental in helping revive 
Methodism in Russia. 
 
The first day of the 2019 Annual Conference session was brought to a close with separate laity 
and clergy sessions. 
 
Monday morning, June 3, began with the opening business session of the 2019 Annual 
Conference where attendees heard the Board of Ordained Ministry report given by Chairman 
Rev. Scott Tucker; recognized those clergy who faithfully serve beyond the local church in an 
extension ministry appointment; recognized new certified candidates, 2019 Licensing School 
students, new Licensed Local Pastors, and 2018-2019 Young Clergy Academy interns; received 
clergy into full conference membership; heard a South Georgia Conference history moment from 
Rev. Dave Hanson; heard an “Alive Together in the World” moment focusing on leadership 
development; were led by Dr. Gil Rendle in the first of four teaching moments; took action on 
the church closings of four churches; celebrated with those pastors who have served 50 years in 
ministry; and honored those pastors retiring this year. 
 



That afternoon, a memorial service was held to honor the 27 faithful clergy and clergy spouses 
who have died since the 2018 Annual Conference session. Rev. Cleo Gilchrist preached a 
moving message as she reminded those gathered that although they may grieve, God is able. 
 
“When grief comes to your home, God’s grace will be sufficient,” she said. “Be not dismayed. 
God will be able to take care of you.” 
 
During the afternoon business session, the conference heard reports from the Conference 
Trustees and the Leadership Forum Task Force. They also heard an “Alive Together in the 
World” moment that highlighted the work being done by the Multicultural Task Force and the 
Undocumented Neighbors Task Force. Conference Lay Leader Gloria Morgan gave the Lay 
Leader’s address, highlighting the ways laity in each district are serving their neighbors and 
spreading the love of Christ.  
 
“Jesus welcomed the poor, the homeless, the sick and the stranger. We have the honor to stand in 
for Him, welcoming them, serving them, and providing for them,” she said. “With our 
involvement, we become the hands, feet, eyes, and body of Christ as we support mission projects 
and personnel around the world. We share in the mission work that seeks to fulfill God’s 
directive found in Matthew 25:35. … May we continue to live as God’s people whenever and 
wherever there is a need as members of the South Georgia Annual Conference.” 
 
Presiding over his third Annual Conference session in South Georgia, Bishop Bryan in his 
episcopal address spoke about the vitality and fruitfulness he sees in South Georgia. “God is 
faithful and God continues to send the Holy Spirit upon us,” he said. “But the other part of that 
is: we are open to God. We hold out our hands willing to receive all that Christ our Lord wants to 
give us. We stretch out our hands to reach into God’s future. God is faithful. Our people are 
willing. The result is vitality.”  
 
He then asked attendees to: 
 

1. Renew their commitment to seeking God’s future for The United Methodist Church and 
for South Georgia. 

2. Reclaim their passion for the salvation of the world. 
3. Refocus their energies on redemptive relationships in the world. 

 
Wrapping up with a baseball analogy, he told attendees to “let the ball come to us. The Good 
News is, it has. Let’s play ball.” 
 
The Conference gathered Monday evening in St. Luke United Methodist Church’s sanctuary for 
the service for the Ordination of Deacons and Elders with Commissioning. Bishop Bryan’s 
sermon, “The What, How and Why of Ministry,” was from John 10:1-18. 
 
What does an elder do? An elder tends the flock of God that is in his or her charge. An elder is a 
shepherd, he said. The role of shepherd is to get to know its flock. 
 



“Get to know your flock,” Bishop Bryan said. “Go where they go. Eat where they eat. Shop 
where they shop. Make sure they know your voice and you know their voice. Take care of your 
flock.” 
 
Why serve in ministry? “Because there is that in life which is opposed to God,” he said. “There a 
what, there’s a how, and there’s a why. You have it all tonight.” 
 
Bishop Bryan presided over the ordinal rites and was assisted by Mrs. Gloria Morgan, 
Conference Lay Leader, representing the laity. Rev. Scott Tucker, Chair of the Board of 
Ordained Ministry, observed the ordinal rites. 
 
Delegates elected 
 
Voting for lay and clergy delegates to General and Jurisdictional Conferences commenced 
Tuesday, June 4.  
 
After a full day of voting, four clergy and four laity were elected to attend General Conference, 
the highest legislative body of the denomination, which will meet May 5-15, 2020, in 
Minneapolis, Minn. In addition, the conference elected another four clergy and four laity to 
attend the Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference, along with the General Conference delegates. 
Jurisdictional Conference will be held July 15-18, 2020, when bishops will be elected.  
 
Leading the General Conference clergy delegation is Rev. Jim Cowart, lead pastor of Harvest 
Church in Byron. William S. “Bill” Hatcher, a businessman and a member of Statesboro First 
United Methodist Church, will lead the General Conference laity delegation.  
 
In addition to Rev. Cowart, the 2020 General Conference clergy delegation includes Rev. Robert 
Beckum, senior pastor of St. Luke United Methodist Church in Columbus; Rev. Doreen Smalls, 
superintendent of the Southwest District; and Rev. Jay Hanson, senior pastor of The Chapel in 
Brunswick. 
 
The laity delegation includes Hatcher; Jennifer Cowart, member and executive director of 
ministry and operations for Harvest Church; Allison Lindsey, associate director of Connectional 
Ministries and member of St. Mark United Methodist Church in Douglas; and Larry Price, 
retired president of Albany Winnelson Company and a member of Albany’s Christ United 
Methodist Church. 
 
The clergy Jurisdictional Conference delegation includes Rev. Robert Greene, senior pastor of 
Porterfield Memorial United Methodist Church in Albany; Dr. Scott Hagan, pastor of Bonaire 
United Methodist Church; Rev. Jimmy Towson, senior pastor of Park Avenue United Methodist 
Church in Valdosta; and Rev. David Thompson, superintendent of the Coastal District. 
 
The Jurisdictional Conference laity delegation includes Richard Shinhoster, a retired college 
administrator and member of ConneXion Church in Savannah; Brenda Adams, a retired teacher 
and member of Pine Forest United Methodist Church in Dublin; Chuck Cowart, a member of 
Arlington United Methodist Church; and Steve Rumford, a retired diaconal minister and former 



president of the Methodist Home and member of Mulberry Street United Methodist Church in 
Macon. 
 
Debbie Turner, a retired educator and member of Akin United Methodist Church, and Jeff 
Barker, president and CEO of the St. Marys UMC Foundation and member of St. Marys United 
Methodist Church, were elected alternate Jurisdictional Conference lay delegates. 
 
Rev. Scott Tucker, incoming pastor of Isle of Hope United Methodist Church in Savannah; and 
Rev. Alaina Harrison, associate pastor of Wesley United Methodist Church in Macon, were 
elected alternate Jurisdictional Conference clergy delegates. 
 
In other business Tuesday morning, the conference heard another John Wesley moment from 
Rev. Dave Hanson, heard an “Alive Together in the World” moment focusing on disaster 
response, were led by Dr. Gil Rendle in two teaching moments, and approved the nominations 
report. 
 
During Tuesday afternoon’s business session, the conference passed a Disaffiliation Policy with 
two amendments. The policy sets out a framework to be followed when a significant number of 
members of a congregation express a desire to leave the South Georgia Annual Conference of 
The United Methodist Church, pursuant to the provisions of paragraph 2553 of The Book of 
Discipline of The United Methodist Church.  
 
The Conference also passed a Pension Liability Policy that would only apply to churches that 
choose to disaffiliate under the provisions passed by the General Conference and our South 
Georgia Conference. 
 
They heard another “Alive Together in the World” moment focusing on disaster response and the 
strength in the connection, approved recommendations from the Conference Board of Pensions 
and Health Benefits, approved six standing rules changes, approved a report from Equitable 
Compensation, heard a report from the Conference Personnel Committee, and elected at-large 
members of the nominations committee. 
 
During Wednesday morning’s business session, attendees heard The Leadership Forum Task 
Force’s third and final report; heard a report from the Conference Council on Finance and 
Administration (CFA) and approved a budget of $9,326,184, a reduction of $736,642 from the 
previous year; heard a final John Wesley Moment from Rev. Dave Hanson; heard an “Alive 
Together In The World” moment focusing on the global church; were led in a final teaching 
moment by Dr. Rendle; accepted an invitation to hold the 2020 Annual Conference session in 
Columbus with a start date of June 7, 2020; and approved two motions: a study of the election 
practices and policies of other Annual Conferences in the Southeastern Jurisdiction to bring 
recommendations to the 2020 Annual Conference regarding standing rules on election policies 
and a study of the reason why churches have failed to pay clergy benefits and churches who have 
paid little or no apportionments. 
 
Mission Partnership 



During Wednesday morning’s business session, Allison Lindsey, associate director of 
Connectional Ministries, shared that South Georgia has an opportunity to enter into a mission 
partnership with Bishop Mande Muyombo and the North Katanga Annual Conference of The 
United Methodist Church.  
 
The conference approved a proposal to use the funds originally collected for the East Africa 
Annual Conference partnership to explore this new partnership with the North Katanga Annual 
Conference.   
 
The balance of the fund as of Dec. 31, 2018, totals $83,826. The proposal, as approved, requests 
that the mission partnership be overseen by the Office of Connectional Ministries and its Mission 
Team, that a team travel to the region in 2019 and/or 2020 as part of the exploration process, and 
that funds raised for the Open Hands Partnership be made available for this exploration.  
 
It also states that the mission team will seek to develop a full partnership and ministry proposal, 
which could include the use of the $83,826 initially raised and given for the Open Hands 
Partnership and the Humble Place Orphanage. If developed, the proposal will be brought back to 
the 2020 session of the South Georgia Annual Conference. 
 
“Our local churches are engaged in vital mission and ministry in their communities and beyond,” 
Lindsey said. “This partnership will provide an opportunity to come together as an annual 
conference in developing a mutual relationship with the North Katanga Annual Conference 
focusing on ministry with (as opposed to ministry to); asset based community development; and 
sharing knowledge with each other around evangelism, agriculture, leadership development, age-
level ministries, and more. I look forward to discovering all the possibilities!”  
 
Teaching Moments 
On Monday morning, Tuesday morning, and Wednesday morning, Dr. Gil Rendle, author of 
“Quietly Courageous: Leading the Church in a Changing World,” led conference attendees in 
four teaching moments focused on how to have an effective witness for Christ in a changing 
culture. 
 
Church leaders need to have an understanding that the world - and the culture - has changed, Dr. 
Rendle told attendees during his teaching sessions. In order to be effective, fruitful leaders, for 
Christ in a changing world, church leaders and congregations must adapt. 
 
“We are now in a new mission field,” he said. “We are living in a brand new place.” Good 
leadership is not enough, he told the annual conference. The problem churches and other faith 
organizations face is not exclusive to The United Methodist Church. “The world around us has 
grown different. The mission field has changed,” he said. “The reality of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ does not change, but the way we talk to the world about it must.” 
 
During Tuesday’s teaching sessions, Dr. Rendle explained the changes the culture has 
experienced in the past few decades. “We are simply living in a different creation,” he said. 
“Something needs to change. And it is us.”  
 



He outlined three temptations of leadership and said that church leaders have to learn to ask 
different questions than have been asked in the past. “The better question,” he said, “is ‘What 
would God want us to make better next?’ Change the question we ask. Make it purposeful and 
faithful.”   
 
He taught about the need to differentiate between scarcity and abundance, and said that 
congregations need to ask what difference they’ve been called to make. Instead of starting a new 
program or ministry, he suggested finding something God is already doing and joining in. 
 
“Scarcity chasing scarcity will not work,” Dr. Rendle said. “But chasing God’s abundance will. 
We have to think differently. We have to be different." 
 
During Dr. Gil Rendle’s final teaching moment he asked attendees, “What is your next step to 
helping people be a disciple?”  
 
In this new world, new conversations have to be started, he said, and people have to learn what 
no one can teach. In order to do this, he urged those in attendance to go home and try a few 
things: say something (don’t leave what you learned in Columbus), find your conversation 
partners, and trust in God’s mystery (be open and willing to the Spirit of God).  
 
“Growth is not the purpose of our ministry. Growth is the product of our ministry,” he said. “Let 
us have the courage to have conversations about the purpose of our ministry that we haven’t had 
in the past. The gospel of Jesus Christ is unchanged in a world that is changing and changing.” 
 
Annual Conference 2019 ended with a Service of Sending Forth. 
 
“Let us all draw on each other as resources,” said Bishop Bryan as he highlighted various groups 
in our conference and their effective, fruitful ministry. “We all have something to contribute.” 
 
Following his message, the names of those receiving a new appointment were read. Click here to 
view the 2019-2020 Clergy Appointments. 
 
The 2020 Annual Conference Session will be held in Columbus, Ga. beginning June 7, 2020. 
 
South Georgia by the numbers 
 
Membership stands at 107,624, down 3,302 from the previous year. Worship attendance stands 
at 41,900, down 3,962. Church school attendance stands at 20,246, up 407 from 2017. 
 

Bishop Bryan sets 2019-2020 pastoral appointments 

On Wednesday, June 5, Bishop R. Lawson Bryan fixed the 2019-2020 pastoral appointments for 
the South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church. 

Click here to download and view a list of appointments by district.  



 

Jim Cowart, Bill Hatcher to lead delegation 

During the 2019 annual conference session, held June 2 through June 5, South Georgia United 
Methodists elected delegates to serve at the 2020 General and Southeastern Jurisdictional 
Conferences. 
 
In all, four clergy and four laity were elected to attend General Conference, the highest 
legislative body of the denomination, which will meet May 5-15, 2020, in Minneapolis, Minn. 
 
In addition, the conference elected another four clergy and four laity to attend the Southeastern 
Jurisdictional Conference, along with the General Conference delegates. Jurisdictional 
Conference will be held July 15-18, 2020, when bishops will be elected. 
 
The first two members of the jurisdictional delegation are also considered alternate delegates to 
General Conference and will prepare to attend that conference as well. Two additional alternate 
delegates were also elected to attend Jurisdictional Conference. 
 
Leading the General Conference clergy delegation is Rev. Jim Cowart, lead pastor of Harvest 
Church in Byron. Rev. Cowart served as a General Conference delegate in 2012, 2016, and 2019. 
 
William S. “Bill” Hatcher, a businessman and a member of Statesboro First United Methodist 
Church, will lead the General Conference laity delegation. This will be Hatcher’s tenth General 
Conference session. 
 
General Conference Delegates 
 
In addition to Rev. Cowart, the 2020 General Conference clergy delegation includes Rev. Robert 
Beckum, senior pastor of St. Luke United Methodist Church in Columbus; Rev. Doreen Smalls, 
superintendent of the Southwest District; and Rev. Jay Hanson, senior pastor of The Chapel in 
Brunswick. 
 
The laity delegation includes Hatcher; Jennifer Cowart, member and executive director of 
ministry and operations for Harvest Church; Allison Lindsey, associate director of Connectional 
Ministries and member of St. Mark United Methodist Church in Douglas; and Larry Price, 
retired president of Albany Winnelson Company and a member of Albany’s Christ United 
Methodist Church. 
 
Jurisdictional Delegates 
 



The clergy Jurisdictional Conference delegation includes Rev. Robert Greene, senior pastor of 
Porterfield Memorial United Methodist Church in Albany; Dr. Scott Hagan, pastor of Bonaire 
United Methodist Church; Rev. Jimmy Towson, senior pastor of Park Avenue United Methodist 
Church in Valdosta; and Rev. David Thompson, superintendent of the Coastal District. 
 
Rev. Scott Tucker, incoming pastor of Isle of Hope United Methodist Church in Savannah; and 
Rev. Alaina Harrison, associate pastor of Wesley United Methodist Church in Macon, were 
elected alternate Jurisdictional Conference clergy delegates. 
 
The Jurisdictional Conference laity delegation includes Richard Shinhoster, a retired college 
administrator and member of ConneXion Church in Savannah; Brenda Adams, a retired teacher 
and member of Pine Forest United Methodist Church in Dublin; Chuck Cowart, a member of 
Arlington United Methodist Church; and Steve Rumford, a retired diaconal minister and former 
president of the Methodist Home and member of Mulberry Street United Methodist Church in 
Macon. 
 
Debbie Turner, a retired educator and member of Akin United Methodist Church, and Jeff 
Barker, president and CEO of the St. Marys UMC Foundation and member of St. Marys United 
Methodist Church, were elected alternate Jurisdictional Conference lay delegates. 
 
Critical Issues 
 
While the denomination’s future and human sexuality will dominate conversations at the 2020 
General Conference session, Rev. Cowart says there’s more to discuss than just those two issues. 
 
“It’s certainly going to be at the center - are we going to stay together, are we going to split,” he 
said. “The continuity and unity of the denomination are going to be the main focus, and what 
brought us there is human sexuality.” 
 
But, he said, more work needs to be done in regards to declining membership. 
 
“Evangelism, discipleship, and turning the numbers around are all things that have to be 
addressed.” 
 
Hatcher, who has served as a delegate in every General and Jurisdictional Conference since 
1988, said that he’s honored and humbled that the laity of South Georgia are trusting him in this 
role. He’s ready for the denomination to move forward past the issues that have divided it for 
decades. 
 
“My hope is that I will be able to help the Church continue on the path established in St. Louis,” 



he said. We’ve too long fought over the issue of human sexuality and the interpretation of 
scripture. So when we, as the church, can get to the conclusion we can serve God’s kingdom 
better going our separate ways, each interpreting the scripture as we are led, all of us will be in a 
better place. We should bless each other and wish one another the best instead of fighting and 
being adversaries.” 
 
Rev. Cowart said that, while there will be challenges, he is grateful to serve alongside the other 
delegates. 
 
“This is an awesome task to help our Church navigate these turbulent waters.” 

 

Celebrating ministry milestones and achievements at Annual Conference 

Annual Conference is a special time to celebrate ministry milestones and achievements, from 
those just entering the ministry to those taking the next step of their journey into retirement. 
 
On Monday morning the South Georgia Annual Conference celebrated with those clergy who 
have served in ministry for 50 years and those who are entering into a retired relationship with 
the Annual Conference. 
 
Clergy recognized for having served 50 years in ministry include: 

Rev. Mira L. Barrett 

Rev. Thomas W. Davis 

Rev. Lyndal C. Hurley 

Rev. John W. Powell 

Rev. Donald R. Wood 

Rev. Donald R. Youmans 

Clergy honored for retiring this year: 

Henry C. Bass - 40 Years of Service 

David Michael Boggs - 9 Years of Service 

Joseph A. Cannon, Sr. - 29 Years of Service 

Edwin M Cooper, Jr. - 45 Years of Service 



Frank Danner - 5 Years of Service 

Loretta Dunbar - 22 Years of Service 

Pamela L. France - 17 Years of Service 

Cynthia Cox Garrard - 35 Years of Service 

Cleo McRae Gilchrist - 16 Years of Service 

David Carroll Griffin - 15 Years of Service 

John H. Harrington - 12 Years of Service 

Etta Joyce Harris - 16 Years of Service 

Thomas H. Johnson, Jr. - 36 Years of Service 

Beverly E. King - 15 Years of Service 

Dennis B. Lanning - 27 Years of Service 

Robert Earl McDaniel - 39 Years of Service 

Joseph Eddie Morrison, Jr. - 17 Years of Service 

Rex L. Odom - 30 Years of Service 

Jeffery Alan Seeley - 38 Years of Service 

John H. Stephens, III - 26 Years of Service 

“Celebrating with retiring clergy was certainly one of the highlights of this Annual Conference 
session,” said Dr. Brad Brady, Conference Relations Chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry 
and senior pastor at Perry United Methodist Church. “Retirees expressed gratitude to the 
churches and ministries they have served, and the lay persons and clergy with whom they were 
privileged to develop deep relationships. 

“It was inspiring to hear these clergy persons share personal aspects of the bold faith it took for 
them to respond to God's unanticipated call to ministry. Each shared how God blessed their 
faithfulness beyond anything they could have imagined,” he said. 

During the Board of Ordained Ministry report on Monday morning, individuals were also 
recognized for achieving milestones and achievements. 



Received into their new relationship with the conference as Elders and Full Conference 
Members: Jeremy Scott Alexander, Joshua Otto Gale, Theodore Adriel Goshorn, Kirk Carruth 
Hagan, and Gregory Elliott Harrison. 

Elected into provisional membership were: Elder track - Robert Michael Bankston, Jonathan 
William Beckum, David Wesley Donnan, Jeremiah Haynes Martin, Mark J. Miller, and Matthew 
Steven Stout. 

“Even though this was a year of uncertainty in the denomination, the 19 new certified candidates, 
the 17 new licensed local pastors, and the 11 clergy either being ordained or commissioned bear 
testimony to the fact that God is still moving in the South Georgia conference and enlisting men 
and women into ministry,” said Dr. Jay Harris, Conference Director of Ministerial Services. 

Others highlighted during the Board of Ministry report were: 

New Certified Candidates: Christopher Archambeault, Margaret A. Bloodworth, Jeremy Lee 
Crosby, Kurt Dukes, Cecilia Eisentraeger, Franklin D. Fletcher, John Dale Giefing, William 
Andy Ginn, Brantley Horton, Carolyn Hurley, William Michael Miller, Chris Pavlovsky, Herbert 
Stephen Peavy, Cheryl Roach, Leanette Roberson, Shelly R. Sims, Trevor L. Ward, Charles E. 
Way, Wesley Webb, Lauren West, and Thomas G. Whatley. 

New Licensed Local Pastors: Chris Archambeault, Maggie Bloodworth, Jeremy Lee Crosby, 
Franklin D. Fletcher, John Dale Giefing, William Andy Ginn, Brantley Horton, Michael Miller, 
Chris Pavlovsky, Herbert Stephen Peavy, Cheryl Roach, Shelly R. Sims, Stephen Carlson Waite, 
Trevor L. Ward, Charles E. Way, Wesley Webb, and Thomas Whatley. 
 
2019 Licensing School Students: Christopher Archambeault, Margaret A. Bloodworth, Jeremy 
Lee Crosby, Kurt Dukes, Franklin D. Fletcher, John Dale Giefing, William Andy Ginn, Brantley 
Horton, Carolyn Hurley, William Michael Miller, Herbert Stephen Peavy, Cheryl Roach, Trevor 
L. Ward, Charles E. Way, Wesley Webb, Thomas G. Whatley, and Jerry Chandler (CLM 
Candidate). 

2018-2019 Young Clergy Academy Interns: Tripp Anderson - Metter UMC, Clay Boerner - 
Statesboro First UMC, Ashley Fenstermaker - Georgia Southern Wesley Foundation, Amanda 
Gail - Isle of Hope UMC, John Dale Giefing - LaGrange College, Austin McMillan - Kennesaw 
State Wesley Foundation, Rebecca Paul - Wesley UMC, and Sarah Pounds - Macon Wesley & 
Mulberry Street UMC. 

On Monday morning during the Alive Together in the World moment, 27 individuals were 
recognized for completing the Certified Lay Ministry Course this past year: Gary Beard, Andy 
Capshaw, J.J. Collins, Evan Dixon, Kristopher Dockery, Mike Fordham, Steve Gilbert, Michael 
Gillen, Chester Harris, Harrell Hemingway, Lolita Hemingway, Joshua Holley, Lori Howell-
Miller, Kim Hunter, Edward Jackson, Diane Jennings, VaCountess Johnson, Shirley Kirby, Lori 



McCalvin, John Miller, Thomas Parrish, Nicholas Pumfrey, Rebecca Ramsey, Jenna Rhodes, 
Jessica Stanley, Nicole Walker, and Tony Walsh. 

Rev. Scott Tucker, chair of the Conference Board of Ordained Ministry, shared that this year the 
South Georgia Conference has a higher number of new certified candidates for ministry and 
newly licensed local pastors, and the conference also commissioned and ordained more ministers 
than in many years. 

He expressed appreciation to the clergy of the South Georgia Annual Conference. 

“This is a celebration of the effective ministry of our current clergy,” Rev. Tucker said. “We 
know that ‘like produces like.’ Healthy and effective pastors will nurture a climate where other 
women and men will hear and respond to a call from God.” 

He also expressed appreciation to the laity of the South Georgia Annual Conference. 

“Women and men in South Georgia are committed to a vital and growing expression of the 
Methodist movement so they are hearing and answering God's call to ministry,” Rev. Tucker 
said.  “We have more candidates, more licensed local pastors, more persons to commission and 
ordain. Despite the distractions in our denomination, folks here in South Georgia are leaning in, 
leading in faith, and offering themselves to serve Christ through the church.” 

 

Conference passes pension, amended disaffiliation policies 

Two policies that focus on churches that want to disaffiliate, or leave The South Georgia 
Conference and The United Methodist Church, were presented and passed during the 2019 South 
Georgia Annual Conference session. 

A Disaffiliation Policy, created and presented by The Foundations For The Future Task Force 
and reviewed and approved by Leadership Forum, was passed with two amendments. The policy 
sets out a framework to be followed when at least two-thirds of a congregation vote to leave the 
South Georgia Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church, pursuant to the provisions 
of paragraph 2553 of “The Book of Discipline.”  

The first amendment to the policy, submitted by Rev. Jim Morrow, pastor of Glennville United 
Methodist Church, pertains to a disaffiliated church and clarifies the use of the word “Methodist” 
and the Cross and Flame. The use of the word “Methodist” is not allowed for a church that 
disaffiliates unless it affiliates with another denomination, association, or connection that 
includes the term “Methodist” in its name. 

Amendment two, presented by Mike Coors, a lay delegate from Lakeside United Methodist 
Church in Brunswick and amended by Dr. Wright Culpepper, senior pastor of Brunswick First 



United Methodist Church, states that “In the event of disaffiliation, those wishing to remain as a 
part of The UMC will be given that opportunity according to current standards offered by the 
Discipline.” 

“I’m grateful to have been a part of the faithful work of the task force which was to provide 
clarity for South Georgia. And I’m grateful for the Conference offering wisdom in perfecting this 
policy,” said Rev. Ben Gosden, senior pastor of Trinity United Methodist Church in Savannah 
and a member of the Foundations For The Future Task Force. “Our hope is that such clarity can 
help calm potential fears and put local congregations in a better place to make decisions about 
the future. Even as we discuss matters of separation, it’s good to know we’re doing it together.” 

The Pension Liability Proposal, which was prepared and presented by the Conference Board of 
Pensions, outlines a church’s liabilities if they decide to disaffiliate from the South Georgia 
Annual Conference. 

The 2019 General Conference passed provisions stating that an annual conference must charge a 
departing local church a portion of the annual conferences’ overall pension liability. The General 
Conference left it up to annual conferences to determine how to divide the overall liability into 
local church shares. 

Only churches that choose to disaffiliate under the provisions passed by the General Conference 
and the South Georgia Conference would be subject to the pension payment provisions outlined 
in the policy. 

The Pension Liability Proposal states that any church that votes to disaffiliate must pay its 
portion of future pension liabilities plus any pension arrearages the church has incurred. 

“Each question and amendment adds clarity for the entire body, those present, and those who 
will use the policy in response to God in their unique decision making process,” said Marc Reid, 
Chair of the Conference Board of Pensions. 

Paragraph 2553 of “The Book of Discipline,” which allows a “gracious exit” for churches to 
leave the denomination for reasons related to church law on homosexuality, goes into effect 
immediately in the United States and on Jan. 1, 2021, outside the U.S. 

According to paragraph 2553, requirements for exiting churches include payment of 
apportionments, fair share of pension liabilities, and other obligations. It also requires that the 
church notify its District Superintendent and call a church conference where a two-thirds 
majority vote is required to disaffiliate. The legislation also requires the process for exiting the 
denomination to be completed by the end of 2023, at which time the provisions of the new 
paragraph expire. 

South Georgia’s disaffiliation policy sets an April 1 deadline in the year in which the local 
church intends to disaffiliate for church conferences to vote and file their paperwork. 



Churches would also be required to pay all unpaid apportionments from the previous 12 months 
plus an additional 12 months of apportionments. 

In addition to the “gracious exit plan,” South Georgia’s disaffiliation policy also includes a path 
for returning if a local church that has disaffiliated decides that it wishes to re-enter the Annual 
Conference. 

“I appreciate the work of the task force and of the Conference. The fact is, these are very difficult 
matters, not just because they are complicated, but because they could involve separation,” said 
Dr. Derek McAleer, South Georgia’s Director of Administrative Services. “Local churches at 
least will know what the process is, and some of the costs, as they try to hear what God is calling 
them to do.” 

 

Memorial Service 2019: ‘Though you may grieve, God is able’ 

A Memorial Service for those faithful servants who served in the South Georgia Annual 
Conference was held Monday afternoon, June 3, at 2 p.m. as conference members gathered at St. 
Luke United Methodist Church in Columbus, Ga. 

Rev. Cleo Gilchrist, the outgoing pastor at Grace United Methodist Church in Brunswick who 
retired at this year’s Annual Conference session, reminded those gathered that although they may 
grieve, God is able. 

“When grief comes to your home, God’s grace will be sufficient,” she said. “Be not dismayed. 
God will be able to take care of you.” 

Those faithful servants remembered include: 

Deceased Clergy 

Ralph Haywood 
November 4, 1921 – April 25, 2018 

Griffin Edward Thompson 
November 15, 1926 – May 4, 2018 

George W. Herndon 
July 17, 1928 – June 15, 2018 

Dale Hughes Thornton 
December 25, 1954 – July 6, 2018 



David E. Hudson 
February 20, 1933 – August 3, 2019 

Jerry Turner Lott 
April 15, 1944 – August 10, 2018 

J. Harold Tucker 
November 3, 1926 – August 30, 2018 

Lewis Wallace Strickland 
July 25, 1932 – September 17, 2018 

Richard G. Aultman 
December 12, 1933 - November 4, 2018 

Denton Roscoe Parker, Sr. 
June 13, 1932 – December 23, 2018 

William Edward “Eddie” Ratcliffe 
September 22, 1948 – January 10, 2019 

Travis David Warlick 
May 5, 1955 – January 20, 2019 

William Earl “Bill” Berry 
September 16, 1929 – January 22, 2019 

Deceased Clergy Spouses 

Janice Wells Karlbom 
Surviving Spouse of Rev. David O. Karlbom 

September 11, 1937 – May 3, 2016 

Nadine Hobby Willis Haywood 
Surviving Spouse of Rev. Ralph Haywood 

July 13, 1928 – December 30, 2016 

Maxine Miller Raley 
Surviving Spouse of Rev. Kennedy Raley 

December 28, 1939 – April 29, 2018 

Betty Jeanne Barlow 
Surviving Spouse of Rev. Max E. Barlow 

January 11, 1933 – July 21, 2018 



Mildred Joiner 
Surviving Spouse of Rev. Albert G. Joiner 

April 14, 1923 – August 17, 2018 

Betty Hagan Gilbert 
Surviving Spouse of Rev. Emory Gilbert 
January 13, 1929 – September 4, 2018 

Karen Marie Toms Johnson 
Spouse of Rev. Tom Johnson, Jr. 

August 6, 1952 – September 13, 2018 

Ruth Holland Glisson Sheppard 
Surviving Spouse of Rev. Harold Sheppard 

August 15, 1930 – October 18, 2018 

Billie Joyce Cole Parrish 
Surviving Spouse of Rev. Walter Guy Parrish 

January 24, 1930 – November 24, 2018 

Charlotte Smith Vickery 
Surviving Spouse of Rev. Robert “Bob” Lee Vickery Jr. 

October 13, 1934 – December 5, 2018 

Carlton Rainge 
Spouse of Rev. Marie S. Rainge 

August 3, 1951 – January 6, 2019 

Thomas Jere Cater 
Spouse of Rev. Nancylee Cater 

January 21, 1946 – January 10, 2019 

Betty Swearingen Hurdle 
Surviving Spouse of Rev. William Hurbert Hurdle 

February 28, 1929 – February 19, 2019 

Betty Ruth Sellers Freeman 
Surviving Spouse of Rev. Ramus Guy Freeman 

December 7, 1929 - March 6, 2019 

The Conference Memoirs Committee along with the Conference Worship Committee helps plan 
and lead the Memorial Service. They also put together a Book of Remembrance that contains 
beautiful tributes to each of these faithful saints who have passed away in the past year and 
presents one to each family prior to the service. 



Click here to view the 2019 Book of Remembrance. 

 

Alive Moments highlight ways Conference is Alive Together in the World 

During the 2019 Annual Conference session, attendees heard five “Alive Together in the World” 
moments from Connectional Ministries. These “Alive Moments” highlighted the various ways 
South Georgia United Methodists are reaching out throughout the Conference and beyond. 

During the Monday, June 3 business session, Allison Lindsey, associate director of Connectional 
Ministries, interviewed Rev. Jay Hanson, Director of Congregational Ministries; Anne Bosarge, 
multi-campus director of The Chapel Ministries; and Jared Middleton, pastor of Buckhorn 
United Methodist Church. Their conversation focused on how the conference is developing 
leaders and also celebrated growth in worship attendance. Bosarge shared the experience of the 
Certified Lay Ministry Training and new opportunities for laity to be equipped and empowered 
to serve in the local churches while also developing leadership skills. Revs. Hanson and 
Middleton discussed the pilot program of Increased Impact, an opportunity for coaches, clergy, 
and laity to be engaged in new ways of thinking about ministry in their local churches. Rev. 
Middleton also shared about the impact his involvement with Increased Impact has had on the 
Buckhorn UMC congregation.  

They also recognized and congratulated those churches that have experienced a 10 percent or 
more increase in worship attendance and introduced the Conference’s newest church launch, The 
Porch Community Church in Valdosta. 

A second “Alive” moment was presented Monday afternoon, with Rev. Patricia Burns, chair of 
the Multicultural Task Force, and Rev. Brett Maddocks, chair of the Undocumented Neighbors 
Task Force, sharing about the resources their teams have produced for use by local churches. 
(Click here for resources) 

On Tuesday, the Conference heard two more “Alive Together in the World” moments, this time 
highlighting the work of the Conference’s disaster response teams.  

During the morning’s business session, Revs. Shannon and Aimee Baxter and Ed Haggerty 
shared how the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) has, in South Georgia, lived 
up to its motto of being “the last to leave.” In 2016 when Hurricane Matthew hit, South 
Georgia/UMCOR were the only ones engaged in long term recovery in Chatham County, which 
started with Rev. Stacey Harwell-Dye doing case management. Rev. Aimee Baxter picked up 
when Rev. Harwell-Dye moved and now - three years later - Hurricane Matthew recovery is 
finally winding down. Rev. Aimee Baxter shared stories of clients that she and Rev. Harwell-
Dye have built relationships with and walked alongside. Rev. Shannon Baxter shared about how 
partnerships with other faith-based organizations and agencies are crucial in the midst of 
recovery work. Ed Haggerty began representing South Georgia/UMCOR with Albany Relief & 
Recovery following the January 2017 Albany tornadoes. They were just about to close down a 



year later when Hurricane Michael hit in October 2018. Because they were an established group 
who had built capacity through these partnerships, they were able to pick back up right where 
they left off and continue serving the community. 

Later that afternoon, the Conference heard about the power of the connection and the work of the 
Conference’s disaster response teams in Southwest Georgia. Rev. Scott Stanfill, pastor of 
Colquitt United Methodist Church, and Rev. Nate Lehman, pastor of Friendship United 
Methodist Church in Donalsonville, shared how their experiences during Albany’s 2017 
tornadoes helped them to immediately begin to assist their communities of Colquitt and 
Donaldsonville. Allison Lindsey highlighted the connection’s generous response to the recent 
disasters, sharing grants received and giving from generous donors. Although Colquitt UMC has 
not yet been able to worship in their sanctuary, they have not stopped being the church. They 
have not missed a Sunday, Wednesday night, or food bank ministry opportunity. Friendship 
UMC creatively placed 1,200 school kits in Seminole County schools after students returned. A 
Conference mission trip to Sager Brown planned for September 29 - October 4, 2019, is open to 
register. 

The final “Alive” moment, focused on the global church, was presented during Wednesday 
morning’s business session. The 150th anniversary of United Methodist Women was highlighted 
and Rev. Nora Colmenares, Senior Manager: Global Ministries, gave a presentation on the work 
of Global Ministries. The Conference’s new Annual Conference theme was also unveiled, “Alive 
Together in Witness.” It is through our witness that we are Alive Together In The World! 

“These moments were so inspiring for me to plan and share during Annual Conference. There 
are so many ways our local churches and our members are truly ‘Alive Together In The World,’” 
Lindsey said. “The challenging part is that there is so much more that could be highlighted! I 
encourage clergy and laity to stay connected through The Advocate and The Link to keep up 
with all the great things happening across South Georgia!” 

 

South Georgia churches are Alive Together in the World through mission, 
ministry, and evangelism 

Churches throughout the conference continue to demonstrate the ways they are Alive Together in 
the World through mission, ministry, and evangelism. Click here to view those churches who 
have been named Evangelistically Fruitful Congregations, Fully Connectional Churches, and 
those who have reached out into their communities and served with their giving. 

 

Camp Connect is here!! 

Camp is filling up fast! Both Mid-High camps are full, and only a few spots remain for 
Elementary Camps 1 and 2. Register TODAY! 



Don’t miss out on the opportunity for your child to spend a week away from normal everyday 
life in the beauty of God’s creation with people who seek to share Christ in the everyday. 
Register today for Camp Connect, the camping ministry of the South Georgia Conference.  

With an “Upside Down” theme this summer, a week at Camp Connect will teach campers how to 
turn the world upside down for Jesus. Diving into scripture and sharing life stories will show 
them they are can make an impact for Christ in their own schools and communities. Read 
more I CAMP CONNECT 

 

Let us be Alive Together in Witness this year 

FROM THE BISHOP 
R. LAWSON BRYAN 

Thanks to the United Methodists of the Columbus area who hosted Annual Conference with 
radical hospitality and extravagant generosity. The opening worship service, held in the The 
Columbus Convention & Trade Center overlooking the Chattahoochee River, was alive with 
spirited music and an inspiring message by Bishop Richard Looney.   

In a year that has had more than its share of challenges, the South Georgia Conference 
demonstrated the spiritual maturity to stay calm, stay connected, and stay the course. The result 
is a year of vitality that can be measured: 85 churches registered an increase in worship 
attendance; 11 clergy were commissioned or ordained; 17 people were licensed as local pastors; 
we received 19 new candidates for ministry; and 30 laity enrolled in the new Certified Lay 
Ministry training program. Truly, we are Alive Together in Christ! 

I am so very grateful for the privilege of serving with you in the South Georgia Conference. The 
power and hope of the connectional system is found in the annual conferences. This is where we 
know each other, work with each other, and care for each other. I am asking us to build on the 
success of the past year by being Alive Together in Witness in the new conference year. Here are 
three key ways I am asking us to be Alive Together in Witness: 

1.     Renew our commitment to seeking God’s future for The United Methodist Church and for 
the South Georgia Conference. 

2.     Reclaim our passion for the salvation of the world. 

3.     Refocus our energies on redemptive relationships in the world. 

To hear more about how you can act immediately in these key areas, please click here to watch 
the episcopal address. 



When those in other areas ask me, “How can you be so hopeful?,” my answer is always, 
“Because I get to come home to South Georgia where we are Alive Together in Witness.” 

God bless you and your local church with effective ministry over the next year. 

Alive Together, 

Lawson Bryan 

 

The New Covenant’s Sacrifice 

Summer Quarter: Living in Covenant  
Unit 1: A Fulfilled Covenant 

Sunday school lesson for the week of June 16, 2019  
By Rev. Ashley Randall 

Lesson Scripture: Hebrews 9:11-28 
Key Verse: Hebrews 9:22 

Purpose: To consider how the blood of Jesus symbolizes life, healing, cleansing, and 
forgiveness. 

Blood Saves Lives 

There’s reason why there are so many lawyers on television urging you to call them when you 
have a wreck. Across the United States, more than 6,000 people go to the emergency room every 
day from injuries that are the result of a motor vehicle accident. Many of those injuries may not 
be life threatening, but nearly 100 people die every day in a car wreck. In fact, according to the 
CDC, “Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death in the first three decades of 
Americans’ lives.” Thousands of accident victims survive, but only because of the concerted 
efforts of trauma teams who are more practiced than they wish they were. 

One of the vital components in treating an accident victim is not a procedure that can be learned 
in a classroom. It’s not a tool that can be manufactured in a factory. It’s not a substance that can 
be synthesized in a lab. It can only be produced by another human body. It is blood, and a single 
car accident victim can require as many as 100 pints of blood. 

According to the American Cancer Society, about 1.7 million people are diagnosed with cancer 
each year. Many of them will need blood, sometimes daily, during their chemotherapy treatment. 

Sickle cell disease affects 90,000 to 100,000 people in the United States. About 1,000 babies are 
born with the disease each year. Sickle cell patients can require blood transfusions throughout 
their lives. 



According to the American Red Cross, every two seconds someone in the United States needs 
blood. It is essential for surgeries, cancer treatment, chronic illnesses, and traumatic injuries. 
Whether a patient receives whole blood, red cells, platelets or plasma, this lifesaving care starts 
with one person making a generous donation.  

Red Cross Blood Services provides about 40 percent of our nation’s blood and blood 
components, all from generous volunteer donors. Each year, an estimated 6.8 million people in 
the U.S. donate blood. Still, supply can’t always meet demand because only about 3 percent of 
age-eligible people donate blood yearly. 

I have been a blood donor off and on for most of my adult life. A few trips out of the country 
(particularly to Africa and regions of Central America where malaria is endemic) have 
disqualified me from being allowed to donate at times. Nevertheless, I have donated more than 
seven gallons – and that doesn’t include the plateletpheresis donations. 

Less than 38 percent of the population is eligible to give blood or platelets. Blood donors 
typically give about one pint of whole blood per donation. It takes about an hour to donate, from 
check-in to walking out the door. Donors can give about once every other month. Every donation 
can potentially save up to three lives. 

Blood is the gift of life.  

Invite the members of your small group to discuss their experience with blood donation. Have 
they ever donated? Have they volunteered at a blood drive? Ask them to describe what it was 
like and how they felt. 

Life Is in the Blood 
Hebrews 9:11-22 

From Genesis to Revelation, blood has strong symbolic significance for the covenant 
community. 

When Cain kills his brother, not only does God remark that Abel’s “blood flowed onto the 
ground,” but also that “his blood is calling out for me to punish you” (Genesis 4:10).  

When the city of Jerusalem is under siege by the King of Babylon, God sends Ezekiel to the 
leaders with a message of judgment: “The people of Jerusalem murdered innocent people in the 
city and didn’t even try to cover up the blood that flowed out on the hard ground. But I have seen 
that blood, and it cries out for me to take revenge” (Ezekiel 24:7-9). 

It is worth recognizing and reflecting on the way scripture characterizes blood as not only a stain 
on the soil, but also as a force that calls out to God. It serves as the sign of life itself. 

Scripture makes this explicit when God establishes the covenant with Noah following the 
flood.  God tells Noah that all animals, birds, reptiles, and fish shall now be acceptable as food 
for humans, with one caveat: “you must not eat any meat that still has blood in it.” Why? 
Because “life is in the blood” (Genesis 9:4). 



This prohibition is continued and reinforced in the Mosaic covenant: “Life is in the blood, and I 
have given you the blood of animals to sacrifice in place of your own. That’s also why I have 
forbidden you to eat blood. Even if you should hunt and kill a bird or an animal, you must drain 
out the blood and cover it with soil. The life of every living creature is in its blood. That’s why I 
have forbidden you to eat blood and why I have warned you that anyone who does will no longer 
belong to my people” (Leviticus 17:11-14). 

It is also important to recall the place of blood in the Passover. Prior to the tenth and final plague 
(the death of every firstborn son throughout the whole land of Egypt), Moses instructs the whole 
congregation of Israel to take the blood of a lamb and put it on the two doorposts and lintel of 
their houses. 

“During that night the Lord will go through the country of Egypt and kill the first-born son in 
every Egyptian family. He will see where you have put the blood, and he will not come into your 
house. His angel that brings death will pass over and not kill your first-born sons” (Exodus 
12:23). 

As an advocate for life, the force of life, and the protector of the lives of their firstborn, blood is 
a powerful symbol for the covenant community. This becomes even more apparent when you 
read the passages of the Holiness Code in Leviticus. The first few chapters describe the many 
offerings and sacrifices the people are required to bring to God. You also find the use of blood in 
the preparation of Aaron to serve as the priest (9:1-25) as well as the detailed instructions 
involving the Day of Atonement (16:1-34). 

The writer of the Letter to the Hebrews assumes that his readers are familiar with all of these 
images. Many of them may have witnessed the priests presiding over these offerings and 
sacrifices in the Temple in Jerusalem before its destruction. It is even likely that they may have 
brought a lamb, a sheep, or a goat to the Temple for that purpose. Even if they had not directly 
participated in the cultic activities at the Temple, if they were observant Jews, they would have 
kept Passover each year and recalled God’s deliverance of the covenant community from slavery 
in Egypt. 

Ask the members of your small group about their impression of the prominence of the place of 
blood in the scripture. Are there elements about it that make them uncomfortable? How have 
their feelings changed over time? 

Once for All 
Hebrews 9:23-28 

The many cultic sacrifices and offerings prescribed by Moses distinguished the Hebrew people 
from their neighbors. As formative as these practices were, on their own they were not sufficient 
to prevent the people from turning from the holiness that God desired for them. Very soon after 
his ascension, Jesus’ followers begin to tell others what that had heard him say, “I give up my 
life for my sheep” (John 10:15).   



As they gathered around the table to share the bread and the cup, they recalled his words, “This 
is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many so that their sins may be forgiven” 
(Matthew 26:28). 

A central theme of Paul’s message was “you were far from God. But Christ offered his life’s 
blood as a sacrifice and brought you near God” (Ephesians 2:13). When he writes the Christians 
in Rome he extends his proclamation: “God sent Christ to be our sacrifice. Christ offered his 
life’s blood, so that by faith in him we could come to God. And God did this to show that in the 
past he was right to be patient and forgive sinners. This also shows that God is right when he 
accepts people who have faith in Jesus” (Romans 3:25-26). 

In a sense, the writer of the Letter to the Hebrews is hoping to show the congregation that God 
has been working to reconcile them to God since the time of Moses. What they are urged to 
accept today is the good news that Christ has done for them – and us – what the priests had only 
been able to accomplish provisionally. 

The priests had to bring sacrifices day after day, year after year. They sacrificed the blood of 
goats and sheep and bulls, but Christ has entered the presence of God with a sacrifice greater 
than any they could bring. Christ has offered the sacrifice of himself – his own blood – his own 
life. It is a sacrifice that he has offered once for all to remove sin. 

Note these three things that indicate how Christ’s sacrifice surpasses the sacrifice of the priests. 
First, it only has to be offered once. The priests made their sacrifices again and again. Secondly, 
it is offered for all. The priests made their sacrifices on behalf of those who supplied the 
livestock. And finally, this sacrifice marks the end of an age, and so the beginning of a new era 
defined by the new covenant established by this unsurpassable sacrifice. 

Ask the members of your small group to discuss the difference it makes to them that Christ 
“offered his life’s blood” for the forgiveness of our sin as a sign of love rather than to fulfill an 
obligation. Discuss the three elements that differentiate Christ’s offering from that of the priests. 

Ashley Randall is the Pastor of the Garden City UMC. He is a triathlete, a personal life coach, 
and a certified Health Minister. 

To learn more about making a blood donation and to schedule an appointment, 
visit www.redcrossblood.org. 

 

Hearts United in Love 

Summer Quarter: Living in Covenant  
Unit 1: A Fulfilled Covenant 

Sunday school lesson for the week of June 23, 2019  
By Ashley Randall 



Lesson Scripture: Colossians 2:1-15 
Key Verse: Colossians 2:6-7 

Purpose: To deepen commitment to faith that is rooted and built on Christ. 

Agriculture and Architecture 

Agriculture has to do with cultivating the land, raising crops, and getting those crops to market 
so they can feed people. People who are engaged in this enduring practice are concerned with 
ways to prepare the soil for planting that protect and preserve. They struggle to overcome pests 
like weeds, insects, and the diseases they carry. They work to ensure that the crops they grow 
have the water and nutrients they need to flourish. 

The Bible is replete with agricultural metaphors. In the story of creation, God plants a garden. 
The faithful are “like a tree replanted by streams of water” (Psalm 1:3, Jeremiah 17:8). “They 
will bear fruit even when old and gray; they will remain lush and fresh” (Psalm 92:14). “The 
vineyard of the Lord of heavenly forces is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are the 
plantings in which God delighted” (Isaiah 5:7a). God declares to Israel, “It was I who planted 
you, a precious vine of fine quality” (Jeremiah 2:21a). When Israel is restored, “Jacob will take 
root; Israel will blossom and sprout and fill the whole world with produce” (Isaiah 27:6). Hosea 
expresses his hope in the Lord with these words: “The people of Judah and the people of Israel 
will be gathered together, and they will choose one head. They will become fruitful in the land” 
(Hosea 1:11). Many of the parables of Jesus speak of seeds and soil, wheat and weeds, planting 
and harvest. Jesus asks his followers to “produce fruit that shows you have changed your hearts 
and lives” (Matthew 3:8). 

Architecture has to do with the design and construction of buildings. Around the world there are 
varied expressions of the art of design. In many places the materials that are readily available for 
building influence the different types of construction. While there are some variations in the 
kinds of proportions that are used in building design, there is much evidence that these 
proportions contribute to the strength and beauty of the resulting buildings. Careful builders from 
every culture value firm foundations and careful joinery.  

Much of the Hebrew scripture contains detailed instructions about the way things are built. From 
the construction of the tabernacle, to the building of the Temple, to the rebuilding of the wall 
around the city of Jerusalem, God shows attention to materials, proportion, and design. The 
psalmist confirms the importance of attending to God’s principles: “Unless it is the Lord who 
builds the house, the builders’ work is pointless” (Psalm 127:1). 

It is worth noting that Matthew, Mark, and Luke all report Jesus quoting Psalm 118:22: “The 
stone rejected by the builders is now the main foundation stone!” Indeed, it becomes a central 
tenet of Peter’s testimony when he appears before Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, 
Alexander, and others from the high priest’s family following his arrest in the Temple (Acts 4:5-
12). 



Jesus was clear that people should build their lives on a solid foundation. “Everybody who hears 
these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise builder who built a house on 
bedrock” (Matthew 7:24, Luke 6:48). Paul extended the metaphor: “As God’s household, you are 
built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets with Christ Jesus himself as the 
cornerstone. The whole building is joined together in him, and it grows up into a temple that is 
dedicated to the Lord. Christ is building you into a place where God lives through the Spirit” 
(Ephesians 2:20-22). Paul is emphatic: “No one can lay any other foundation besides the one that 
is already laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:11). 

So which metaphor is the right one; agriculture or architecture? Does the covenant community of 
God grow? Does it follow the principles of good agriculture? Or is the covenant community 
built? Do those who wish to build an enduring structure need to attend to proper materials, 
complementary proportions, and elegant design?  

Convincing Arguments and Clever Deception  

Paul had never visited the city of Colossae or the community of faith that worshipped there 
before he wrote this letter to them. He had heard reports that there were some among them who 
were stirring up controversy and spreading dangerous distortions concerning the nature and work 
of Jesus. 

A number of philosophies developed in the first few decades after Jesus’ death, resurrection and 
ascension that tried to compromise on the claim that “All the fullness of deity lives in Christ’s 
body” (Colossians 2:9). Some claimed that Jesus only appeared to be human. They claimed that 
his body was only an illusion; which meant that since he had not really been alive, he didn’t 
really die on the cross. 

Others claimed that Jesus was born, the same as any other person, but because of his exemplary 
virtue, God “adopted” him as the “Son of God” by sending the Holy Spirit to dwell in him. Still 
others claimed that Jesus had been created by God at some point in time, but only recently sent 
to deliver God’s message and to offer himself as a sacrifice to satisfy the debt of sin. In addition, 
there were those who claimed that Jesus was in no way divine – a good man, but nothing more. 

All of these philosophies carried with them the claim that Christ alone was not enough to insure 
our salvation. Something more was necessary – circumcision, keeping kosher, learning some 
“special” knowledge, avoiding certain behaviors, practicing intense personal disciplines.  

Paul wanted the covenant community in Colossae to understand that any “secret plan” was 
revealed in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. “All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge 
are hidden in him” (Colossians 2:3). Their faith in Jesus Christ was sufficient to assure their 
salvation. 

Rooted and Built Up in Christ 

There is a temptation to see most issues as “either/or” propositions. We do face a lot of choices 
that present themselves that way: paper or plastic, eat in or take out, sweet or unsweet. That 



doesn’t mean that this kind of forced choice should be the defining principle of our lives – 
especially when it leads us into controversy, division, and animosity. 

Even though agriculture and architecture are very different disciplines, throughout the scripture 
that are used in tandem to describe the work God is doing in the midst of the covenant 
community. A recurring theme throughout the message of the prophet Jeremiah is the assurance 
that when God restores the people of Israel, God will build and plant (Jeremiah 1:10, 18:9, 24:6, 
31:28, 42:10). 

When he is addressing the divisions that have been created by the controversies in Corinth, Paul 
moves rather abruptly from using agricultural images to describe the work the has been done to 
form this congregation to architectural ones. “We are God’s coworkers, and you are God’s field, 
God’s building” (1 Corinthians 3:9).  

In Colossae, as in Corinth, Paul reminded the covenant community that what sustains our shared 
life together is the reality of life in Christ. Christ is the source of all wisdom and knowledge. 
Christ supersedes every ruler and authority – on earth and in heaven. Through baptism we have 
been united with Christ in his death and resurrection, which has cancelled the debt we owe and 
reconciled us to God and to one another.  

Controversy continues to create divisions in the covenant community. Diversity itself is often 
identified as a problem rather than being celebrated as a gift. In her book “Disunity in Christ: 
Uncovering the Hidden Forces That Keep Us Apart” (InterVarsity Press: 2013), Christena 
Cleveland asks, “How much are the people for whom Christ died suffering because we remain 
paralyzed and divided by our differences when we should be working together as the hands and 
feet of Jesus in the world? There must be a better and more efficient way to carry out our roles 
within the mission of God. Surely, we can do better” (20).  

Paul certainly believed that those who remained rooted and built up in the love of Christ could 
do better. With roots firmly planted in the rich soil of God’s love, they could bear fruit that 
would sustain those in the covenant community as well as be a source of physical and spiritual 
nourishment for the hungry around them. Built on the foundation of Christ, they could withstand 
the storms of life; the assault of the enemies of God; and the clever arguments of those who 
would attempt to distract, confuse, and discourage them. 

Paul was confident that faith in Jesus Christ would carry the diverse community in Colossae 
through the controversies that were swirling around them. Faith in Christ would provide the 
stability and discipline that would carry them through these turbulent times. May your faith in 
Christ fill you with joy and thanksgiving as you march with the rest of the covenant community 
in Christ’s triumphal parade. 

Ashley Randall is the pastor of the Garden City United Methodist Church and a member of the 
South Georgia Conference Multicultural Task Force. He is currently working with a group of 
religious leaders in Chatham County to establish a congregation-based justice ministry. 



 

Clarity in Direction 

LEADERSHIP REALLY MATTERS 
ANNE BOSARGE 
REV. JAY HANSON 

If you intend to go to Jacksonville, Fla. but take I-95 North from Brunswick, you’ll end up in 
Savannah, despite how much you want to go to Jacksonville. 

Your direction – not your intentions – determines your destination. 

At the church where Anne and I serve, we talk a lot about our spiritual life as a journey. We have 
people at all points on the path. Many of our people would say they haven’t decided to start their 
journey yet but are coming just to see what all the fuss is about. We, of course, recognize 
prevenient grace at work. Last week we baptized 20 people who wanted their friends and family 
to know they have responded to God’s call on their life and are committed to the journey. 
Justifying grace on display for all to see.  

This summer we started a “PIT Crew.” We got the term from my friend Dorsia, and it stands for 
“Pastors In Training.” There are 12 people in this group. One is a young pastor, one a youth 
pastor, one a CPA, one started a non-profit, one runs a recovery home, a couple are teachers, one 
is retired, and the rest are business people, but all are seeking to live into their calling to the 
ministry of reconciliation because they have been reconciled. Sanctifying grace in full gear.  

Far more important than where you are on your journey is the direction in which you are headed. 
If you are headed in the right direction, you will eventually arrive. The direction determines the 
destination, not your intentions.  

Most of us are impatient and we want what we want now. There are a few of us who are inspired 
by the challenge that the gap between what is and what should be creates.  However, most of us 
see the gap and become discouraged. It seems too far. It will take too long.  It seems impossible. 
So we just give up. Give people hope by constantly reminding them that on their spiritual 
journey the direction they are moving is more important than where they currently are on the 
journey. Small steps consistently taken in the same direction will eventually take you a great 
distance.  

Keeping taking your next step! 

Jay Hanson, Lead Pastor, and Anne Bosarge, Multi-Campus Director, serve at The Chapel 
Ministries. They love sharing about the ways God is moving in their church. Contact them 
at jay@thechapelbrunswick.com and anne@thechapelbrunswick.com. 



 

John Wesley’s house at Frederica 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 
DAVE HANSON 

John Wesley lived at Fort Frederica on St. Simons Island for several months. It is not clear just 
where he lived while on the island. He probably lived with one of the families, perhaps the Hirds. 
Several times in his diary he mentions work being done in building his house, but we do not 
know where this house was located or if the building was ever completed. We do know that he 
was anxious to have the building constructed. One morning he went to the construction site at 4 
a.m. and found no workers on the job. Naturally, he went looking for the workers!  

How would you like to have worked for John Wesley?               

The Rev. Dave Hanson is a retired pastor and John Wesley scholar.                             

 

Oh for the continued spirit of the annual Methodist meeting 

By Rev. Creede Hinshaw, republished with permission from the Albany Herald 

I returned home from the yearly meeting of South Georgia United Methodists, held this year 
alongside the banks of the Chattahoochee River in Columbus. We Methodists have been meeting 
like this for centuries, a practice begun by our founder, John Wesley, who used the meeting to 
inspire his preachers, keep their doctrine pure, their preaching relevant and their behavior above 
reproach. 

We’re still doing this, but the way we gathered has changed vastly over the centuries. For one 
thing, there’s no Father John to keep us in line anymore, and although we have elected bishops to 
follow in his footsteps, they don’t wield the autocratic authority that our founder once displayed. 

We Methodists have changed in other significant ways in these annual meetings. For a long time, 
the only persons allowed to attend were the clergy, but eventually we figured out that most of the 
church was made up of laypersons, who now represent 50% of our gathering and are often more 
faithful in attending sessions than their clergy counterparts. 

Initially, our meeting was only open to male clergy, because we were convinced for a long, long 
time that God didn’t call women into ordained ministry. We finally got that right, too, and now 
men and women are both ordained. 

In a similar vein, we once only allowed men to run the committees and boards of the church, but 
we finally realized that way more than half the church consisted of women, who were mostly 
smarter than the men anyway. Now many women lead our committees. 



And then for a long time we were dividing our annual meeting into racially segregated Methodist 
bodies. But some 50 years or so ago, we south Georgia Methodists finally, though very 
reluctantly, realized that God doesn’t care about the color of somebody’s skin. So now we meet 
together, on earth as it is in heaven, each year. 

This annual meeting, which takes place across the globe on every continent, is part reunion, part 
revival, part business meeting, part gabfest, part dinner on the grounds. As much significant 
work takes place in the hallway as at the business session. We memorialize those clergy and 
spouses who have died over the past 12 months, ordain those men and women who will lead the 
church into the future, receive the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper and accept the authority of our 
bishop to send the pastors to their appointments for another year. 

Once every four years we elect delegates to attend our general conference. That election took 
place this year: two Albany Methodists (Robert Greene and Larry Price) were honored and 
entrusted with the responsibility of representing south Georgia at next year’s worldwide 
gathering. 

Methodists face some pretty stiff headwinds in the year ahead of us. Differences that seem 
irreconcilable face our denomination. It’s possible we’ll split into two or more denominations in 
the future. If so, I can almost guarantee, however, that Methodists will still be gathering annually 
to sing, pray and seek the Spirit. It’s one of the most basic ways we organize to preach, teach and 
witness to the world. 

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – June 2019 
 
6/02 – Jan Durham: 103 Willeford Dr.; Savannah, GA 31411 
6/03 – Joyce Payne: 423 Nandina Ct.; Warner Robins, GA 31088 
6/04 – Frank Parr: 24 Wylly Ave.; Savannah, GA 31406 
6/06 – W. Raymond Wilder, Jr.: 2001 South Lee St.; Americus, GA 31709 
6/06 – Sandra Wilson: 4657 Twin Oak Dr.; Macon, GA 31210 
6/07 – Bob Williams: PO Box 665; Dublin, GA 31040 
6/08 – Marcia Cochran: 344 Stone Mill Dr.; Brunswick, GA 31520  
6/09 – John Clements: 468 Edwards Creek Rd.; Alamo, GA 30411 
6/09 – Whit Kirkland: 551 Kirkland Dr.; Byron, GA 31008 
6/09 – Sylvia Ross: 2000 Cambridge Ave. #331; Wyomissing, PA 19610 
6/10 – John Horton: 295 Lakeridge Ct.; Macon, GA 31211 
6/10 – Bill Huddle: 5310 Winding Lakes Dr.; Cumming, GA 30028 
6/10 – Charles Smith, Jr.: 4102 Serendipity Ct.; Martinez, GA 30907 
6/14 – Eul Kim: 4320 Jackson St.; Riverside, CA 92503 
6/15 – Mira Barrett: 433 Paul St.; Portal, GA 30450 
6/15 – Paul Dupree: 2050 W. Broad Ave., #5; Albany, GA 31707 
6/15 – Stephen Webb: 260 Riverchase Dr.; Bainbridge, GA 39819 
6/17 – Charles Cravey: 6500 Clito Rd.; Statesboro, GA 30461 
6/17 – William Harris: 111 Ingham St.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 



6/17 – Heyward Hiers: PO Box 187; Berlin, GA 31722 
6/18 – Leland Collins: 130 Surrey Place; Perry, GA 31069 
6/19 – R. Randall Ray: 139 Cedar Ridge Rd.; Americus, GA 31709 
6/20 – Glen Hancock: PO Box 356; Helena, GA 31037 
6/20 – Saunders Pinckard: PO Box 6555; Americus, GA 31709 
6/20 – Jim Rush: 160 University Park Dr.; Homewood, AL 35209 
6/21 – Nancylee Cater: PO Box 8547; Warner Robins, GA 31095 
6/21 – Lonzie Wester: 2616 Winchester Rd.; Waycross, GA 31501 
6/23 – Sue Diebolt: 2006 Waverly Ct.; Lancaster, SC 29720 
6/23 – Don King: 140 Long Pines Circle; East Dublin, GA 31027 
6/24 – Doug Harvey: 5109 River Rd.; Jakin, GA 39861 
6/24 – Jack Knight: 255 Cross Country Chase; Stokesdale, NC 27357 
6/24 – Benjy Varnell: 100 Militia Hill Way; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 
6/25 – Russ Elkins: 104 Oak Dr.; Adel, GA 31620  
6/25 – Jim Emery: 3855 Dennis Creek Rd.; Talbotton, GA 31827 
6/25 – Grable Page, Jr.: 2823 W. Royal Oaks Dr.; Beaufort, SC 29902 
6/26 – C. Graton Helms: PO Box 4476; Eastman, GA 31023 
6/27 – Bill Strickland: PO Box 355; Portal, GA 30450 
6/28 – Ethan Strom: 384 Midnight Cypress Dr.; Winter Haven, FL 33881 
6/29 – Nancy Scarbrough: 1345 Hardeman Ave. #239; Macon, GA 31201 
6/30 – Roy Dial, III: 3015 Chadbourne Trail; Alpharetta, GA 30004 
 

OBITUARIES 

Frank LaPrade Padgett 
The Rev. Dr. Frank LaPrade Padgett was born in Atlanta, Georgia, to parents the Rev. Dr. Robert 
T. Padgett and Samie Bowman Padgett. He was survived by his wife of 24 years, Allison 
Hancock Padgett; three children: William Robert Padgett (April), Justin Satterfield Padgett 
(Mairi), and Heather Barkley Padgett Futch; one stepson, Steven Gentile (Solvig); five 
grandchildren; and a sister, Therese Padgett. 

Frank was born into a loving Methodist parsonage and named for his father’s first two district 
superintendents. It can be no wonder that he grew to love the heritage of the Methodist traditions 
of worship, discipline, and service. He joined the church at the age of 10 at First Hinesville 
Methodist church, South Georgia Annual Conference and by his teens he committed to going 
into the ministry. 

A BBS graduate of Georgia Southern University (1966), Frank earned an M. DIV from Candler 
School of Theology at Emory University (1969), and a D. MIN from Drew University (1982). 
He also studied at Edinburgh University in Scotland where William Barclay became one of many 
mentors. He was ordained deacon, June 1967 and elder 1969 in the South Georgia Annual 
Conference. In 1971 he transferred membership to the Western North Carolina Annual 
Conference. 



Appointments that Frank served include the following: United Methodist/Presbyterian Campus 
Ministry and Director of Wesley Foundation, GSU (1969-71); Associate Minister and Director 
of Youth Ministries, Centenary UMC, Winston-Salem (1971-77); Minister of Education, 
Providence UMC, Charlotte (1977-83); Pastor, Oakview UMC, High Point (1983-85); Pastor, St. 
Paul UMC, Charlotte (1985-88); Developmental Pastor, South Mecklenburg Mission (later Saint 
Francis UMC) (1988-93); Stallings UMC (1993-1995); Cullowhee UMC (1995-2003); Stanley 
UMC (2003-2005). He retired in 2005. 

Leadership in civic activities beyond the local church were so numerous that at one point his 
young children, whom he was raising as a single parent, asked him to resign those roles so as to 
have more time with them. While Frank did comply, it would not last as he was drawn to the 
welfare of the people of God above personal desires, ego; or career. In 2003, the city of Sylva 
named Frank as one of the Grand Marshals in the Catch the Spirit of Appalachia’s Parade of 
Many Colors in recognition of his many services to the community. 

The entire outdoors was the retreat Frank sought for relaxation and reflection. He would go 
hiking, camping, or fishing and return home to write an article for the church newsletter where 
his words would flow onto paper like an artist painting on canvas.  

When asked what he would do if he couldn’t be a pastor, Frank replied, “Find a way to help 
people understand themselves as God’s beloved. Many of our problems, personally and socially, 
stem from our tendency to self-rejection. We change when we truly understand that God loves us 
unconditionally because we are God’s children.” 

A lifelong friend, John McCormack, describes Frank as follows: 

“Frank was a singularly intelligent, unique and passionate man who affected my life early on as a 
person who cared about justice and was not afraid to take strong stands for what was right. I 
remember him leading the anti-Vietnam war moratorium march at GSU (Nov. 1969) and 
receiving threats for his stand. I would say he was the first of my peers to present a model of how 
to live a principled life. Reading later about his work on the internet and reviewing his obituary, 
it is very obvious he never gave up in his quest for a better world." 

A celebration of the wonderful life of Frank L. Padgett was held on April 20, 2019, at Cullowhee 
UMC, Cullowhee, NC. 

Tom Pruette 
Thomas Newton Pruette, Jr., 81, of Quitman, died Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2019, at South Georgia 
Medical Center. 

Graveside rites, with military honors, were held Sunday, Feb. 24, 2019, at Westview Cemetery 
with the United States Honor Guard Chaplain officiating. 

The United States Army Honor Guard served as casketbearers. Honorary casketbearers were 
members of the Azalea Masonic Lodge #716 of Valdosta. 



Born April 14, 1937, in Valdosta, he was the son of the late Thomas Newton Pruette, Sr. and 
Edna Lacosta Howell Pruette. Mr. Pruette retired from the United States Army as a Master 
Sergeant and was associated with the State of Georgia Department of Family and Children 
Services. He also worked with the Moultrie Police Department for eight years. 

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his daughter, Michelle Pruette and 
brother, William Lee “Bill” Pruette. 

Survivors include his wife, Jeri Vinson Pruette of Quitman and sister, Janet Mallow, of Valdosta. 

Mrs. Tobye R. Watkins 
Tobye Ruth Bindes Watkins, 68, of Savannah, Georgia and wife of the Reverend Dr. Samuel 
William Watkins, died Friday morning, May 31, 2019, at Hospice Savannah. 

Born in Detroit, Michigan, she was a daughter of the late Louis Lloyd Bindes and the late Sarah 
Edith Rosner Bindes. Tobye was a founding member of Temple Oseh Shalom in Bluffton, South 
Carolina. She was a retired registered nurse. 

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband, Lewis Harris Markowitz. 

Surviving are her husband, the Reverend Dr. Samuel W. Watkins of Savannah, Georgia; one son, 
Adam David Markowitz and his wife, Antonia, of Hilton Head Island, South Carolina; one sister, 
Marcie Bindes of Brunswick, Georgia; one brother, Howard Bindes of Michigan; and two 
grandchildren, Kyle Markowitz and Sara Markowitz. 

The funeral service was held Tuesday, June 4 in the chapel of Gamble Funeral Service conducted 
by Lay Rabbi Bob Weiner and the Reverend Nathan C. Godley. Interment was in the Greenwich 
section of Bonaventure Cemetery. 

Remembrances: Temple Oseh Shalom - Post Office Box 3935, Bluffton, South Carolina 29910 
or Trinity United Methodist Church - 225 West President Street, Savannah, Georgia 31401. 

Please share your thoughts about Tobye and her life at www.gamblefuneralservice.com.  

 

Scripture Readings – June 11 

June 16 
Trinity Sunday 
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 
Psalm 8 (UMH 743) 
Romans 5:1-5 
John 16:12-15 



June 23 
Second Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Kings 19:1-15a 
Psalm 42 (UMH 777 
Galatians 3:23-29 
Luke 8:26-39 

June 30 
Third Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 
Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 (UMH 798) 
Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
Luke 9:51-62 

 

S3 applications now available 

Applications are now available for clergy wanting to participate in an S3 group. S3 is a 
collaborative, small group, action-learning experience for clergy that helps sustain and promote 
excellence in ordained ministry. Participants develop and implement a two year small group 
learning experience focused on three areas: Sabbath, Study, and Service. S3 groups are self-
selected and self-directed: participants choose the members of their group and develop their 
group’s S3 learning project (with direction from the S3 project committee). Detailed information 
and an application can be found here. Contact Dr. Jimmy Asbell, S3 director, 
at jasbell@vinevillemethodist.org or 478-745-3331. 

CLICK HERE FOR AN APPLICATION (Due July 1, 2019) 

CLICK HERE TO WATCH A VIDEO EXPLAINING S3   

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 6/11/2019 edition 

Wesley Glen Day – June 16 
Celebrate Wesley Glen Day by wearing your new t-shirt to church on Father's Day. Share photos 
of you and your church friends to let everyone know that you support the United Methodist 
ministry for adults with developmental disabilities in the South Georgia Conference. 
www.wesleyglenministries.com. 

Peace with Justice Sunday – June 16 
Peace with Justice Sunday enables The United Methodist Church to have a voice in advocating 
for peace and justice through a broad spectrum of global programs. Click here for resources to 
help promote this special Sunday. 



Camp Connect: Middle School Camp 1 – June 17-21 
Middle School Camps, intended for rising 6th-8th grade students, are filled with a week’s worth 
of fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 
fellowship. Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, crafts, games galore, hilarious morning shows, 
and evenings of camp-wide games and worship. Both Middle School Camps are held at Epworth 
By The Sea on St. Simons Island and will begin at 3 p.m. on Monday and conclude at 11 a.m. on 
Friday (no lunch will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week. 
Counselors are provided. Visit www.campconnectumc.org for all the details. REGISTRATION 
IS CLOSED. Camp is full. Contact the Office of Connectional Ministries at (912) 638-8626 with 
any questions. 

Camp Connect: Middle School Camp 2 – June 24-28 
Middle School Camps, intended for rising 6th-8th grade students, are filled with a week’s worth 
of fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 
fellowship. Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, crafts, games galore, hilarious morning shows, 
and evenings of camp-wide games and worship. Both Middle School Camps are held at Epworth 
By The Sea on St. Simons Island and will begin at 3 p.m. on Monday and conclude at 11 a.m. on 
Friday (no lunch will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week. 
Counselors are provided. Visit www.campconnectumc.org for all the details. REGISTRATION 
IS CLOSED. Camp is full. Contact the Office of Connectional Ministries at (912) 638-8626 with 
any questions. 

 

Camp Connect: Elementary Camp 1 – July 8-12 
Elementary Camps, intended for rising 4th-5th grade students, are filled with a week’s worth of 
fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 
fellowship. Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, art, games galore, hilarious morning shows, and 
evenings of camp-wide games and worship. All camps are held at Epworth By The Sea on St. 
Simons Island and will begin at 3 p.m. on Monday and conclude at 11 a.m. on Friday (no lunch 
will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week. Counselors are provided. 
Visit www.campconnectumc.org for all the details and to register. Contact the Office of 
Connectional Ministries at (912) 638-8626 with any questions. 

YOUTH2019 – July 10-14 
Every four years, youth from throughout The United Methodist Church gather for four days of 
discipleship, fun, and fellowship at the YOUTH event. The event is filled with interactive 
learning, worship, Bible study, service opportunities, and fellowship time. Expect inspiration, 
support, and challenges to authentically experience what it means to be United Methodist. The 
South Georgia Conference will be taking students from our conference to the event via charter 
bus. For more information, contact Group Leader Rev. Melissa Traver at 
melissa.s.traver@icloud.com. More information  

Mission u – July 11-14 
Mission u, the mission education event of the South Georgia Conference, will be held July 11 



through July 14, 2019, at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. The annual event is co-
sponsored by the conference United Methodist Women and the conference Outreach team. This 
year’s theme is Radical Discipleship: Then & Now. Click here to download the brochure. 

Camp Connect: Elementary Camp 2 – July 15-18 
Elementary Camps, intended for rising 4th-5th grade students, are filled with a week’s worth of 
fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 
fellowship. Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, art, games galore, hilarious morning shows, and 
evenings of camp-wide games and worship. All camps are held at Epworth By The Sea on St. 
Simons Island and will begin at 3 p.m. on Monday and conclude at 11 a.m. on Friday (no lunch 
will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week. Counselors are provided. 
Visit www.campconnectumc.org for all the details and to register. Contact the Office of 
Connectional Ministries at (912) 638-8626 with any questions. 

Georgia United Methodist Pastors’ School – July 15-18 
The 2019 Georgia Pastors’ School is set for July 15-18 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons 
Island. Georgia Pastors’ School provides inspiration, education, fellowship, fun, and relaxation 
for North and South Georgia clergy and their families. The school is supported by the tuition of 
attendees, an endowment established by the board of managers, an annual gift from the North 
Georgia Conference, and the generous contributions of our sponsors who provide refreshments 
during breaks and fellowship times. The school is managed by pastors for pastors from both the 
North and South Georgia Conferences. Active and retired United Methodist clergy and their 
families are cordially invited to experience this combination of continuing education and 
personal renewal. More details can be found at www.georgiapastorsschool.org. 

Southwest District United Methodist Men Rally – Aug. 17 
Save the date – Saturday, Aug. 17, 2019 – for the Southwest District United Methodist Men’s 
Rally, to be held at Cairo First UMC from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. Lunch will be provided. The cost 
$10 each. More information regarding speakers and reservations will be provided.   

Golden Cross Sunday – Aug. 18 
Golden Cross began in 1908 with the commitment of Methodists in Dallas, Texas to provide the 
first health care to persons who could not afford it. They began to receive offerings for the 
expenses of the poor patients at Methodist Hospital in that city. By 1930, the concept was 
officially adopted throughout the predecessor denominations of The United Methodist Church. 
Today Golden Cross is a ministry that reaches out in love to the laity in our Annual Conference 
who are experiencing financial difficulty due to excessive medical expenses. Through Golden 
Cross, United Methodists care for members of our local churches in time of emotional stress and 
financial need. The South Georgia Conference has designated the first Sunday of July to be the 
Sunday to receive a special offering for Golden Cross. Each church is asked to observe Golden 
Cross Sunday to receive an offering and send it to the conference treasurer. Click here for 
information about Golden Cross Sunday. 

 

 



 


