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Valdosta First UMC launches The Porch Community Church 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Nearly 17 years ago, Valdosta First UMC began Solomon’s Porch as the church’s contemporary 
worship service. By 2019, attendance at Solomon’s Porch’s two services averaged more than 
410, with growth exceeding 33 percent in the past few years. 

The congregation had maxed out its worship space, limiting further growth. Knowing something 
had to be done in order to continue growing, church leaders met to discuss options. They 
considered several, including moving to a bigger location and purchasing land, but eventually 
decided that growing out on its own was what Solomon’s Porch was being called to do. 

On Sunday, June 30, Valdosta First United Methodist Church launched The Porch Community 
Church, a new United Methodist congregation in Valdosta. 

“The Porch, under the leadership of Shannon Patterson and her team, will be the strongest launch 
of a new church in South Georgia in decades,” said Rev. Jay Hanson, director of Congregational 
Development. “The strength of this launch is in large measure due to the decade of incubation 
within the mother church, Valdosta First UMC. This is not the first time Valdosta FUMC has 
planted a church, but it might be the biggest baby they have ever birthed. Our conference 
celebrates the exciting new church plant of The Porch, but we simultaneous stand and salute the 
faithful people of Valdosta FUMC who are a great embodiment of what a vital church is to 
designed to be. May both these congregations serve as inspiration to us all of what is possible.” 

During a joint service held Sunday morning, June 30 in Valdosta First UMC’s sanctuary, Bishop 
Lawson Bryan preached a sermon entitled, “The Mother Church,” from Acts 1:1-14. 

“You are the Mother Church in Valdosta,” Bishop Bryan said, reminding the congregation that, 
with the launch of The Porch, the church has established eight new congregations in the Valdosta 
area. “We need an invitation for Mother Churches to be Mother Churches in their communities.” 

He encouraged the Valdosta First UMC congregation to remember that they are needed in the 
community and to embrace their role to give birth to new things. 

“Take your place beside Jerusalem and England and be the Mother Church of Methodism in this 
area.” 

Later that afternoon, during The Porch’s constituting and partnering service, 211 people joined 
as charter partners in ministry. Those who wish to join The Porch as charter partners in ministry 
will have through Aug. 4 to do so. The Porch’s first official service in its new location – at The 
Gathering UMC’s former location – will be Sunday, July 14. 



“We would not be the Porch Community Church without Valdosta First United Methodist 
Church,” said Rev. Shannon Patterson, who has pastored The Porch since its August 2002 
inception. “We’re not leaving and we’re not going, we’re growing out. We’re growing out of 
Valdosta First.” 

Part of that “growing out” included a fundraising initiative dubbed the GROW campaign. Their 
initial goal was to raise $170,000, but they quickly bumped it up to $250,000. Five weeks into 
the campaign they had raised $435,000 in in-hand giving and pledges. 

“There was a lot of faith,” Rev. Patterson said of launching a giving campaign during tax season. 
“If this is the Lord’s timing, we’re going to go with the Lord’s timing. It might not make sense 
and it might make some people really nervous, but if this is where the Lord’s going and the 
timeline the Lord has, this is where we want to be.” 

The Porch’s new location in north Valdosta, former home of The Gathering United Methodist 
Church, which closed this past spring, will help it grow and reach more people for Christ. 

With six acres of land and a nearly 6,000 square foot sanctuary, The Porch will have 
significantly more space than it previously occupied. The grounds also include several 
classrooms, offices, a kitchen area, a separate youth building, a basketball court, and a sand 
volleyball court.  

“With an increase in size of over 60 percent, it was an obvious and clear decision that this was 
the time to make the next step,” said Mark Buescher, a member of Valdosta First UMC and chair 
of the Valdosta First UMC/Porch transition team. “In less than four months, a completely new 
church has been created with a congregation that is full of energy and enthusiasm, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and eager to reach this community for Jesus!” 

While this is an exciting time in the life of the church, it’s also bittersweet, said Rev. Whit 
Byram, senior pastor of Valdosta First UMC. 

“There’s been fear, excitement, and a lot of unknowns. You’re dealing with part of the family 
leaving,” he said. “There’s grief involved, but also excitement because you’re widening the 
witness of Christ in Valdosta, Georgia.” 

The process of launching The Porch, which just began in January, has been a quick but complex 
undertaking, he said, and one that has required faith and trust in God and one another. 

“Through it all we recognized that this undertaking was only possible because of our being alive 
in Christ and striving to love, grow, and serve,” he said. “That became primary and enabled us to 
have the courage to step forward in faith and support this group and ministry within our church 
becoming a church plant.” 

While The Porch continues renovating its new home and plans and prepares for its July 14 
launch service, Valdosta First UMC is prayerfully discerning its next steps and how they can best 
serve the Valdosta community. 



“I think that’s been part of the culture here, the recognition that it’s not about us, it’s about 
serving Christ and widening the witness of Christ to areas of need as God leads and being willing 
to take that step of faith when it’s presented,” Rev. Byram said. “I’m really proud to be pastoring 
a church that has the courage to take that step of faith because it’s not easy. It’s hard. It involves 
saying goodbye to people you love and people you have journeyed with, but again, overriding 
everything is the call to step out and serve as God leads.” 

 

Q & A with Rev. Steve Patton, Northwest District Superintendent 

This is the second in a two-part series that will introduce the new District Superintendents 

ADVOCATE: Tell us a little about yourself. Where did you grow up? Have you always 
lived in South Georgia? 

REV. PATTON: I was born and raised in Jesup, Georgia, and graduated from Wayne County 
High School. When I was in middle school we lived in Philadelphia for two years while my dad 
completed training as an orthodontist. I spent four years in Atlanta for college and three more in 
Kentucky for seminary. Other than that, I have always been in South Georgia. Kentucky is where 
I met Amy. (Unquestionably the best part of going to Kentucky!)  

ADVOCATE: What’s your faith journey? 

REV. PATTON: I grew up in a Methodist home where Sunday school and church attendance 
were a part of our weekly routine. However, I never took my faith seriously until I went to 
college. I knew a little about God, but I did not know Jesus Christ. In high school and early on in 
college, I totally ignored God and avoided people who took their faith seriously. I was really a 
“nominal Christian,” one in name only. 

But during my second year of college, I began to feel restless and empty. The liberal arts 
coursework I was engaged in challenged me to think more deeply about life, its meaning, and my 
purpose. I also began to attend church again with some of my friends. Singing the hymns of my 
childhood and hearing the scriptures and the communion liturgy read by the pastor had a 
profound impact on me.  

About that same time, the Gideons came to our campus one day and handed out their student 
edition New Testament and Psalms (with the green cover). I salvaged four copies that had been 
tossed into the trashcan by my classmates. In secret, I began reading my little green Gideon. The 
scriptures came alive to me! It was like Jesus speaking to me on every page. There was a prayer 
to receive Jesus Christ inside the back cover and a place to sign your name. I prayed that prayer 
every day for two weeks! And then one day I read (or heard someone say), “If you meant it the 
first time, that was enough!” I knew that Jesus Christ had come into my heart! I knew that I had 
been saved and changed forever! That was in May, 1981. 

ADVOCATE: Tell us about your ministry philosophy and your guiding principles. 



REV. PATTON: My ministry philosophy is gift-based, coming from Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 
12, and the other scriptures describing the church as a body with many members who have 
different gifts, but all having something to offer. Being a pastor, preacher, and teacher of God’s 
word is the motivation for ministry for me. 

As for guiding principles, I am inspired by John Wesley, his ambition to be “a man of one book” 
(the Bible), and his unwavering emphasis on the grace of God. 

ADVOCATE: What are your visions, goals, and hopes for the district? 

REV. PATTON: It is very early for me to describe my own vision for the district. However, I 
take seriously the guidance provided by our Bishop who has kept before us a vision of being “Alive 
Together in Christ.” I was SO excited to see that the theme for this conference year would be 
“Alive together in Witness.” It is my hope that 2019-2020 will see the Northwest District on fire 
for Christ as we embody a consistent witness to the grace and truth of Jesus. In doing this, we 
fulfill His purpose to love others as Christ loves us! 

ADVOCATE: What are the things that most excite you about the district and/or the South 
Georgia Conference?  

REV. PATTON: The Northwest District is a great place to serve. Amy and I are excited about 
returning to a part of the state where we have a combined nine years served in two appointments. 
Our middle son was born in Americus and our daughter was born in Columbus. The Northwest 
District is home to some of the most vibrant churches and ministries in our conference. I am 
excited about learning what God is doing and supporting the ministers and churches of this great 
district. 

ADVOCATE: What are some of the biggest challenges you see facing the Conference or 
district? 

REV. PATTON: Obviously, the decisions and actions related to our stand on human sexuality 
are a great challenge for our denomination. I am still hopeful that we will be able to find a way 
for us to move forward that does not sacrifice integrity for the sake of unity. But I hope for even 
more than just getting the whole sexuality debate “settled.” I hope that we will be able to look 
back on this time as a period of refining and refocusing that leads to renewal. I hope that this 
renewal will lead to a church that has a wider and more effective witness to a world that needs to 
hear the Good News. 

ADVOCATE: What do you like best about serving in the South Georgia Conference? 

REV. PATTON: I just love living in South Georgia! We are blessed to have some of God’s 
most beautiful places on earth, and to have so many of His wonderful people as our neighbors. 
Our populations are shifting and the demographics are changing, but South Georgia continues to 
be a place where people want to live. And all of these wonderful people need to know Jesus and 
His love! 

ADVOCATE: The enneagram is hugely popular right now. Do you know your enneagram 
number? If not, what are you on the Myers-Briggs chart? 



REV. PATTON: I took the enneagram test, but I honestly don’t remember my number! My 
daughter thinks I am a 7, but I believe it was a 6 or a 5. As for Myers-Briggs, I have taken it 
several times across the years and always fluctuate between extrovert and introvert.  Most 
recently, I am an INFP (58% introverted). 

ADVOCATE: Tell us about your family. 

REV. PATTON: Amy and I have been married for 33 years. She is a dental hygienist (the best 
in the world) and enjoys walking four miles a day, cooking, and playing Bunko. Our oldest son, 
Jordan, is married to Liz. They have two daughters, Emmie (2 ½) and Ella (6 mos.). Liz is an 
emergency medicine physician and Jordan is starting an ophthalmology practice in Blue Ridge, 
Georgia. Our son Justin graduated from UGA’s Grady School of Journalism and spent three 
years as a ministry intern for the UGA Wesley Foundation. He is currently working part-time for 
the UM Commission on Higher Education and The Mission Society. He will be marrying 
Brittany on July 27. He lives in Athens where Brittany works at a Christian adoption agency. Our 
daughter, Hannah, is the youngest, and just finished her first year of law school at UGA. Hannah 
is working for a law firm this summer in Brunswick. Luke is our Labrador Retriever (Chocolate) 
who would rather hunt than eat. 

ADVOCATE: What do you like to do in your free time? What are your hobbies and 
interests? 

REV. PATTON: I enjoy hunting and fishing, reading, and watching the Braves. I also bought a 
kayak recently (for fishing) and have really enjoyed that. 

ADVOCATE: What’s one fact about you that most people don’t know? 

REV. PATTON: When I have the time for it, I enjoy acrylic and watercolor painting – mostly 
landscapes, birds, and other wildlife.  

 

General Conference 2020 petition submission process opens 

Nashville, Tenn.: Petitions for consideration by the 2020 General Conference may be submitted 
to the Petitions Secretary now through September 18, 2019. 

According to church law, "Any organization, clergy member, or lay member of The United 
Methodist Church may petition the General Conference...". 

Detailed instructions for submitting a petition are available on the General Conference website 
at umc.org/gcpetition. Petitions must be typed and may be submitted through the General 
Conference website, by postal mail or fax, or via e-mail to petitionsecretary@umcgc.org. This e-
mail address should be used for petition submission only. All other correspondence should be 
directed to aherrera@umcgc.org.  

Due to the passage of legislative material by the 2019 Special Session of the General 
Conference, an addendum to The Book of Discipline 2016 may be found 



at https://www.umofficialresources.com/updates. These paragraphs replace what is printed 
in The Book of Discipline 2016.  Petitions related to these paragraphs must reference the material 
in the Addendum.  The Errata (corrections) for The Book of Discipline 2016 are included at the 
end of the Addendum document and should also be considered in petition texts. 

The mailing address for petitions (hard copy accompanied by digital version on USB drive) is: 

Abby Parker Herrera, Petitions Secretary 
United Methodist General Conference 
7409 Barcelona Drive 
Austin, TX  78752 

Eligible petitions are given numbers and assigned to one of 14 legislative committees or the 
Standing Committee on Central Conference Matters. The committees will debate the proposals 
and determine whether to approve, amend, combine or reject them for recommendation to the 
full body of General Conference. 

When submitting a petition, you must indicate whether a petition has "general church budget 
implications," meaning a petition that causes the need for funding (i.e., creation of a new 
program, staff position, support requirements, etc.) through the general church apportionments. 
Such petitions require review by the General Council on Finance and Administration to verify if 
the funding is already included under the recommended quadrennial budget. 

Submitters must also indicate whether a petition has "global implications," meaning it is a 
constitutional amendment, has a direct effect on the global work of general agencies, places 
requirements or expectations on all annual conferences, districts or churches, or speaks to 
societal concerns regardless of the particular form of secular government. 

Questions about the petition submission process may be submitted by e-mail to the Petitions 
Secretary at aherrera@umcgc.org. 

### 

About General Conference 
General Conference is the top policy-making body of The United Methodist Church. The 
assembly meets at the beginning of each quadrennium to consider revisions to church law, as 
well as adopt resolutions on current moral, social, public policy and economic issues. It also 
approves plans and budgets for church-wide programs for the next four years. General 
Conference 2020 will take place May 5-15, 2020, at the Minneapolis Convention Center in 
Minneapolis.  

 

July 4th and Laus Deo 

FROM THE BISHOP 
R. LAWSON BRYAN 



You may know that the Washington Monument commemorates the Commander of the Continental Army 
and first president of the United States, George Washington. And you may have stood beside the 55-foot 
wide base and lifted your eyes 555 feet to the top of the monument. But do you know what is inscribed on the 
very top? It is the Latin phrase, “Laus Deo,” which means “Praise be to God.” 

That’s not all. A Bible was among the items placed in the cornerstone when it was laid on July 4, 1848. 
Many Bible verses are carved on memorial blocks in the walls of the Washington Monument. 
Here are a few of them: 

• “Holiness to the Lord” (Isaiah 23:18, Zechariah 14:20)  
• “Search the Scriptures” (John 5:39)  
• “The memory of the just is blessed (Proverbs 10:7) 
• “Suffer the little children to come unto me…for of such is the kingdom of God” (Luke 

18:16) 
 

Reflecting upon the deeply held convictions of the founders of this nation, please note that 
people of faith have a vital role to play today. Our South Georgia theme is “Alive Together in 
Witness,” and the witness of United Methodists is needed today in every area of our national life. 
This is the right theme for such as time as this. 

I am awed by Washington’s prayer for America. Have you never read it? Well now is your 
opportunity … read on! 

“Almighty God; We make our earnest prayer that Thou wilt keep the United States in Thy holy 
protection; that Thou wilt incline the hearts of the citizens to cultivate a spirit of subordination 
and obedience to government; and entertain a brotherly affection and love for one another and 
for their fellow citizens of the United States at large. And finally, that Thou wilt most graciously 
be pleased to dispose us all to do justice, to love mercy, and to demean ourselves with that 
charity, humility, and pacific temper of mind which were the characteristics of the Divine Author 
of our blessed religion, and without a humble imitation of whose example in these things we can 
never hope to be a happy nation. Grant our supplication, we beseech Thee, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.” 

Laus Deo! 

Alive Together, 

Lawson Bryan 

 

Jesus Teaches Us to Love One Another 



Summer Quarter: Living in Covenant  
Unit 2: A Heartfelt Covenant 

Sunday school lesson for the week of July 14, 2019  
By Rev. Ashley Randall 

Lesson Scripture: Matthew 5:21-32  
Key Verses: Matthew 5:23-24 

Purpose: To meet each broken relationship with the hope of reconciliation. 

To Love and To Cherish 

The sanctuary was even more beautiful than usual. More flowers. More candles. And there were 
more people in the pews, as well. Lots of friends and family had gathered to celebrate the 
marriage of this young couple.  

You had watched them grow up. They seemed meant for each other – at least, from your 
perspective. The way they teased one another was especially endearing. They each had a wide 
circle of friends but still seemed to hold a special affection for one another. 

The wedding had been planned for more than a year. All the attention to detail was apparent. As 
the attendants processed down the aisle and the area around the altar began to fill, it felt like this 
moment was filled with promise and hope. 

The pastor began the service with the reminder that “the covenant of marriage was established by 
God,” and that Jesus “in his sacrificial love, gave us the example for the love of husband and 
wife.”  

As the couple exchanged their vows, these words broke through once again: “to have and to hold 
from this day forward…to love and to cherish until we are parted by death.” You added your 
own prayer to their commitment to one another. “Oh, God, may love truly reign in their hearts 
and their home.” 

The celebration continued into the evening as the couple and their families hosted a reception 
that seemed like the perfect kickoff for their new life. The drive home provided an opportunity to 
anticipate the wonderful future that lay ahead for these two as they moved into their “happily 
ever after.” 

When they returned from their honeymoon, you could still see the glow in their eyes and the 
tenderness in their touch. You were happy for them, but you were also thankful for their new role 
in the congregation. It was time to “put them to work.” Their talents and energy could help bring 
new vitality to some of the activities that were languishing. 



Over the next few months the promise seemed to fade. It was very subtle. Nothing you could 
really put your finger on. They started to miss services frequently. Then, they were rarely in 
worship together. You tried calling, left messages – they never called back. Then you heard that 
she had moved back in with her parents. There was something about a trip to the emergency 
room.  

So much promise, and now it had vanished. It was heartbreaking; but unfortunately, not that 
unusual. While most people know that between 40 and 50 percent of marriages end in divorce, 
many people are unaware of the prevalence of abuse that affects millions of people each year – 
and appears to be increasing. 

At a congressional briefing in the nation’s capital in June of this year, leaders and partners of The 
National Domestic Violence Hotline shared results of the organization’s annual impact report 
with legislators and their staff members. The organization reported it received 573,670 contacts 
from people affected by domestic violence, an increase of 36 percent from 2017. Additionally, 
researchers saw a 48 percent increase in website visits to TheHotline.org and 
loveisrespect.org combined, and a 147 percent increase in the number of people reaching out for 
help via chat.  

Domestic violence, also known as Intimate Partner Violence, is an extremely complicated, multi-
faceted issue. The National Coalition Against Domestic Violence defines it as “the willful 
intimidation, physical assault, battery, sexual assault, and/or other abusive behavior as part of a 
systematic pattern of power and control perpetrated by one intimate partner against another. It 
includes physical violence, sexual violence, threats, and emotional/psychological abuse.” 

Anyone can be a victim of domestic violence. There is NO “typical victim.” Victims of domestic 
violence come from all walks of life, varying age groups, all backgrounds, all communities, all 
education levels, all economic levels, all cultures, all ethnicities, all religions, all abilities, and all 
lifestyles. 

Domestic violence is prevalent in every community and affects all people regardless of age, 
socio-economic status, sexual orientation, gender, race, religion, or nationality. Physical violence 
is often accompanied by emotionally abusive and controlling behavior as part of a much larger, 
systematic pattern of dominance and control. Domestic violence can result in physical injury, 
psychological trauma, and even death. The devastating consequences of domestic violence can 
cross generations and last a lifetime. 

Abusers’ main objective in intimate relationships is to dominate and control their victim. They 
are manipulative and clever and will use a myriad of tactics to gain and maintain control over 
their partner, often in cycles that consist of periods of good times and peace and periods of 
abuse. 



The overarching strategy used by abusers is referred to as coercive control. Coercive control 
includes a combination of abusive tactics such as isolation, degradation, micromanagement, 
manipulation, stalking, physical abuse, sexual coercion, threats, and punishment. An abuser may 
use some of these tactics or vary when they use them, but combined and used over time, they are 
effective in establishing dominance over their victim. 

It gets worse. In her new book, “No Visible Bruises: What We Don't Know About Domestic 
Violence Can Kill Us,” Rachel Louise Snyder reports that in an average month in the United 
States alone, more than 50 women are fatally shot by an intimate partner. More than half of 
women murdered with guns are killed by intimate partners. Furthermore, between 2009 and 
2017, more than half of mass shootings (shootings in which four or more individuals were killed) 
were cases of domestic or familial violence, according to a report by the advocacy 
group Everytown for Gun Safety. 

In her search for solutions, Snyder suggests several crucial questions: Can men recover from an 
addiction to brutality and domination that’s so deeply socialized into them that it appears 
natural? Can they step back, examine and recover from what psychologists call “thinking 
errors”? 

In what ways does our focus on defending the ideals of Christian marriage distract us from 
working to create a culture where domestic violence is not tolerated and where society 
empowers victims and survivors while holding abusers accountable? 

You have heard…but I say… 

Matthew 5:21-26 

Before we turn to consider what Jesus is teaching those who have gathered on the mountain, it is 
important to recall again who Jesus is addressing. His focus continues to be on those who are 
invited and empowered to be part of the community Jesus is establishing through the new 
covenant. They are the ones who are favored by God: the “blessed,” the “happy.” Those who are 
hopeless, humble, and hungry. Those who grieve, show mercy, and make peace. Those who have 
pure hearts and suffer harassment because of their commitment to follow God’s design for 
relationships. 

As members of this covenant community, their relationships with the world will be transforming 
– as long as they are informed by God’s principles. And so, while Jesus is clear that he has no 
interest in doing away with the Law and the Prophets – or even of ignoring “neither the smallest 
letter nor even the smallest stroke of a pen” – He wants those who will accept the invitation to 
follow him to understand that there is more to fulfilling the Law – more to being one of those 
who are favored by God – than merely avoiding behavior that is proscribed. 



Jesus starts with the commandment, “Don’t commit murder” (Matthew 5:21, Exodus 20:13, 
Deuteronomy 5:17). He moves directly to identify anger as the motivating force that is deadly to 
the covenant community. Whether it is driven by pride, jealousy, or appetite, anger leads one to 
see another as “enemy” rather than companion. Once you see another as “enemy,” it becomes 
easier to disparage their value and importance. Labels like “idiot” and “fool” deny their identity 
as those “created in the image of God.” It also shifts the blame for any brokenness in our 
relationship. 

Look carefully at what Jesus says about when “you bring your gift to the altar” (Matthew 5:23). 
If you have done something that is an offense to your brother or sister, you have the 
responsibility to reconcile – “make things right” – with them before you present your offering to 
God. Healthy relationships are more important than formal worship. 

Then Jesus raises the bar again. Not only are those who are favored by God expected to value 
and maintain the relationships with their brothers and sisters, you are “to make friends quickly 
with your opponents” (Matthew 5:25). Jesus has identified these opponents. They are those 
“people [who] insult you and harass you and speak all kinds of bad and false things about you, 
all because of me” (Matthew 5:11). He has also established the standard for our behavior: 
“Happy are people who make peace, because they will be called God’s children” (Matthew 5:9). 
This covenant community will always value extending the welcome over protecting our place at 
the table. 

What makes it harder to remember who you have offended than who has offended you? 

Adultery and Divorce 

Matthew 5:27-32 

Making the shift from murder to adultery and divorce feels abrupt. It feels like a huge step from 
negotiating a settlement with an opponent on your way to court to dealing with a breakdown in 
the most intimate of human relationships. It may be helpful to notice that in both cases Jesus 
calls those who long to be included in the covenant community to recognize their personal 
responsibility for the quality and character of their relationships. 

Victim blaming has been around a long time. Victim blaming occurs when the victim of a crime 
or any wrongful act is held entirely or partially at fault for the harm that befell them. Consider 
the story of the woman caught in adultery in John 8. The legal experts are keen on getting Jesus 
to approve their execution of the woman, but Jesus has a different perspective. 

Lust is an intense longing for an object. When people are motivated by lust, they see that object 
as a way to satisfy their desire. Seeing a person as an object is disordered thinking. It is a failure 
to recognize their identity as those “created in the image of God.” 



Lust also shifts a person’s focus from a concern for others to a concern for self. Putting your own 
desires ahead of the welfare of another has eternal consequences. Those who are favored by God 
will have pure hearts. They will be willing to sacrifice themselves before they will injure another 
person to satisfy their own appetites. In the power of the Holy Spirit, they will do all they can to 
sustain and preserve their covenant relationships, especially those which represent to the world 
the covenant between Christ and the church. 

How does lust dishonor the mutuality expressed in the exchange of the vow “to love and to 
cherish until we are parted by death”? 

Ashley Randall is pastor of Garden City United Methodist Church.  

To learn more about domestic violence and what you can do to help, visit The National Domestic 
Violence Hotline (www.thehotline.org) or The National Coalition Against Domestic Violence 
(www.ncadv.org). 

 

Jesus Teaches about Transforming Love  

Summer Quarter: Living in Covenant  
Unit 2: A Heartfelt Covenant 

Sunday school lesson for the week of July 21, 2019  
By Rev. Ashley Randall 

Lesson Scripture: Matthew 5:38-48 
Key Verses: Matthew 5:43-44 

Purpose: To discover the love that overcomes evil with goodness 

Yours, Mine, and Ours 

This happened many years ago, so I may not remember all of the details exactly.  

Laine and I were visiting some friends of hers in their home. We were sitting in the den chatting 
with the wife, who has been one of Laine’s friends since elementary school. Her husband came 
into the room and she asked him if she could buy a stamp from him. 

I’m not sure why I thought that seemed strange, but it was certainly different from what I was 
used to. In our house we had a sheet (or sometimes a roll) of stamps that stayed in the desk 
drawer. If you needed a stamp to send a letter, you went to the drawer, tore one off, stuck it to 
the envelope, and put it in the mail. 



Anyway, the wife had her quarter ready to make her purchase. Like I said, it was a few years 
ago. In fact, the rate for first-class mail had not gone up to 25 cents yet. At the time a first-class 
stamp was only 22 cents. And this was where it really struck me as unusual: her husband did not 
want to complete the transaction until he had the three cents he needed to make change. He 
started digging through his pockets and the drawers, looking for three pennies.  

He found one and she was willing to let the rest of it go, but he didn’t want to leave it there. I 
reached into my pocket to see what change I had. I was going to give him the two cents, but he 
didn’t want to take it. He kept looking, finally found the three pennies he needed, took the 
quarter, and handed her the stamp and the three cents.  

We went back to our conversation. 

I guess that kind of strict accounting worked for them, although it did raise questions about how 
they handled other household expenses. Did they each have to purchase their own shampoo and 
body wash? What about the dishwashing detergent? Did they split the electric bill down the 
middle, or did they monitor who watched more television or kept the lamp on longer before they 
went to bed to determine who owed more? Groceries? Lawn care? Auto expenses? Insurance? 

I know there are lots of couples who keep separate checkbooks. He has his money and she has 
hers. Laine and I have a few areas of our family budget that we keep divided. Nevertheless, it 
seems that big part of being a family is about sharing what we have. Relationships grow when 
people are more focused on how they can give to one another, rather than on what they get. 

How do you keep an account of the debts in your relationships? Are you more careful in some 
relationships than others? How different do those relationships feel? 

Turning the Other Cheek  

Matthew 5:38-42 

A slap in the face is not only physically painful, it is insulting and humiliating. It is a deeply 
personal injury that is impossible to ignore. How could Jesus ask his followers to not only 
forgive such an act, but to offer themselves for more such abuse? 

When our closets can scarcely hold another outfit, it might be difficult to imagine the threat if 
someone took a shirt. For those listening to Jesus, a shirt and a coat may be all that stood 
between them and standing naked before the world. How could Jesus ask his followers to 
voluntarily surrender their protection from the elements? 

The Roman soldiers took great liberties as an occupying force in Israel in Jesus’ day. They had 
the legal authority to compel a civilian to carry their pack for a mile. There were no grounds for 
negotiation. How could Jesus ask his followers to offer to double the distance? 



There seems to be no end to the line of people with their hands out. They need help with a 
project. They need a few more dollars to reach their goal. They have a special role in mind that 
only you can fill. How could Jesus ask his followers not to refuse anyone who asks? 

Some have suggested that Jesus was being aspirational. Many have raised questions about the 
practicality of such instructions – personally, socially, and politically. But what if Jesus is 
serious? What if Jesus really, truly means what he is saying? 

Jesus has been describing a community that reflects the character of God. It is the community 
Jesus is establishing through the new covenant. Those who are invited and empowered to be part 
of this covenant community are the ones who are favored by God: the “blessed,” the “happy.” As 
members of this covenant community, their relationships with the world will be transforming – 
as long as they reflect the character of God. 

How does each of the following passages illuminate one of the characteristics of God? How do 
these characteristics inform our life in community? 

Let the wicked abandon their ways and the sinful their schemes. Let them return to the Lord so 
that he may have mercy on them, to our God, because he is generous with forgiveness (Isaiah 
55:7). 

The Lord is a sun and shield; God is favor and glory. The Lord gives – doesn’t withhold! – good 
things to those who walk with integrity (Psalm 84:11). 

The Lord your God is going before you. He will fight for you just as he fought for you in Egypt 
while you watched, and as you saw him do in the desert. Throughout your entire journey, until 
you reached this very place, the Lord your God has carried you just as a parent carries a child 
(Deuteronomy 1:30-31). 

Bless God! He didn’t reject my prayer; he didn’t withhold his faithful love from me (Psalm 
66:20). 

Complete in Love 

Matthew 5:43-48 

If it wasn’t already clear that Jesus is serious about inviting people to participate in a new 
community – one established through the presence and power of the Holy Spirit and one that 
expresses the very character of God in its shared life – then it should become apparent as Jesus 
commands his followers to “love their enemies…so that you will be acting as children of your 
Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:44-45). 

Jesus acknowledges that this principle – this vision of God’s people – has been lost. It has been 
superseded by the forces of hate and selfishness. Even the “worst” people – “the tax collectors” – 
recognize the expediency of quid pro quo. Jesus challenges his followers to trust that love 



without reservation, without restraint, without limits, will extend God’s reputation more fully 
than anything else they can do. When they love the way God loves – completely – the world will 
be transformed.   

It is also worth noting that Jesus is confident that they are capable of showing love to everyone. 
It almost sounds like Jesus is suggesting that the only thing that has kept them from showing this 
kind of love – God’s love, a love without limits – is their focus on themselves.  

Jesus has begun this sermon by reminding his followers of God’s deep love for each of them, in 
spite of the circumstances in which they find themselves. Now Jesus encourages them to 
remember that God’s love will empower them to live a new life. As Wesley taught his followers, 
“Love has purified [the believer’s] heart from envy, malice, wrath, and every unkind temper.” 
God’s love has set them free to love without limits. 

What does it mean to you that God sends rain on both the righteous and the unrighteous? How 
do people see this generosity expressed in you? 

Ashley Randall is pastor of Garden City United Methodist Church. If you want to explore 
Wesley’s understanding of “Christian perfection,” you may want to read his pamphlet, A Plain 
Account of Christian Perfection. It’s available online at wesley.nnu.edu/john-wesley/a-plain-
account-of-christian-perfection/. 

 

Lead like a girl 

GROWING IN GRACE 
BEN GOSDEN 

A few years ago, a powerful commercial aired during the Super Bowl. It was simply known as 
#LikeAGirl. The commercial begins with various adults standing in front of a camera and an off-
screen director giving them motions to act out.  

“Run like a girl.” 

“Fight like a girl.” 

“Throw like a girl.”  

You see the actors giggle and offer some pretty over-the-top portrayals: one runs like they’re 
being swept away, another flaps their hands in a discombobulated way, and another throws as if 
they can hardly lift an ink pen.  

It’s cute and funny. But then the commercial takes a turn.  



Little Dakota, all of 10 years old, introduces herself. She’s given the same commands, only she 
runs really fast, punches with fists of fury, and throws as if she could launch a football to the 
moon. A series of shots portrays many young girls doing much like Dakota when they’re given 
those commands.  

The commercial then asks: “When did, ‘Like a girl’ become an insult?”  

The fact that it is 2019 should not let any of us assume we’ve perfected what it means to treat 
women equally. The statistics continue to show a wage disparity between men and women in the 
same profession. The terrible part of the “me too” movement is that we’re just now beginning to 
acknowledge openly the fact that men have been abusing women for too long.  

And the church is right there in the struggle to get gender disparity right. There was a recent 
video produced by the North Carolina Annual Conference where male clergy read comments that 
other men have said to female clergy. 

“I can’t concentrate on the sermon because I’m distracted by your looks.”  

“I think scripture just sounds better read by a male voice.” 

“This is our little girl preacher.”  

Those are just three highlights from the video’s first 60 seconds. The entire video is seven 
minutes long. It highlights the fact that women continue to be treated differently in leadership 
than their male colleagues, even in the church.  

Did you know that John Wesley himself gave women a license to preach? His mother was the 
greatest spiritual influence on his life, so it makes sense. He removed the word “obey” from the 
marriage liturgy and spoke openly about a woman’s right to offer her voice in leadership in the 
church.  

As a denomination, we struggled early in recognizing a woman’s call to ministry. It was 1924 
until the Methodist Episcopal Church allowed a woman to be ordained. It’s been nearly 100 
years, and woman continue to struggle to find their voice in leadership.  

I write this column in full recognition of my privilege as a male in ministry. Nobody ever asks 
me if family commitments will get in the way of my leadership. Nobody ever makes remarks 
about my appearance. No visitors ever gives me a second look when I step into the pulpit. I work 
in one of the most male-dominated professions in America.  

So why do I write this column? 

I am the son of a single mother. The vast majority of my formative years growing up in church 
were spent with a woman as my pastor. I am the father to a daughter. And I’m a husband to a 
professional woman who somehow balances being an equal partner at home and will soon be 



earning twice as much money as me thanks to her brand-new nurse practitioner license. I have 
grown up and been formed by women who have led and sustained the church in good times and 
bad. I would not be where I am today without the leadership of women. And the fact that we still 
have work to do to even the playing field in leadership means I must lend my voice to the effort. 

The Methodist Church is one with a tradition where John Wesley’s mother was the greatest 
spiritual influence in his life. He was a leader who gave women the license to preach and who 
removed the word “obey” from the marriage rite. We have a tradition of ordaining women since 
1924. 

If you cannot receive and celebrate the leadership of a woman, whether in lay leadership or as 
ordained clergy, then you may just be in the wrong church. 

What could we all do, together, to ensure that ALL persons called to ministry – whether ordained 
or through lay leadership – be recognized for their gifts and celebrated to lead where God calls 
them through their baptism?  

What does it mean to lead like a girl? In my experience, it means to lead pretty darn effectively.  

The Rev. Ben Gosden is senior pastor at Trinity United Methodist Church in Savannah. He can 
be reached at ben@trinity1848.org. 

 

John Wesley’s Birthday? 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 
DAVE HANSON 

John Wesley was born on June 17,1703 (Old Style), in Epworth, England. His parents were Rev. 
Samuel and Susanna Wesley. Samuel was the pastor of St. Andrew Church on the “Isle of 
Axholme” which was formed by the rivers Trent, Don, and Idle. Most scholars agree that John 
was the sixteenth of 19 children born to Susanna. Samuel served as rector of St. Andrew Church 
for 39 years. 

In recent years we have begun to celebrate John Wesley’s birth on June 28 (New Style). What is 
that all about? 

You see, in mid 18th century England the calendar was changed. Ten days were dropped out of 
the calendar! This was to bring England into uniformity with most of the rest of the world who 
had made the change from the Julian calendar to the Gregorian calendar in 1582. 

The Julian calendar was established in 45 A.D. by Julius Caesar, but on October 4, 1582, Pope 
Gregory had all Catholic nations correct their calendars by dropping out 10 days. So, when you 
went to bed on October 4, 1582, you woke up on October 15!   

 



 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – July 2019 
 
7/01 – Donald Wood: 157 Arlington Row; Macon, GA 31210  
7/01 – Kenneth West: 4183 GA Hwy 93; Pelham, GA 31779  
7/02 – Hugh Davis: 102 Mossland Dr.; Perry, GA 31069-9213  
7/08 – Earl Bishop: 315 E. Misty Lane; Blairsville, GA 30512  
7/09 – Marshall Singletary: 200 White Blossom Trail; Thomasville, GA 31757  
7/10 – Betty Lou Miller: 485 Tylerstone Dr.; Fuquay-Varina, NC 27526  
7/11 – Thom Davies: 1 Seventh Street #1004; Augusta, GA 30901  
7/12 – Eric Sizemore: PO Box 472; Rochelle, GA 31079  
7/13 – Randy Carnley: PO Box 345; Midville, GA 30441  
7/14 – Loran Smith: 5290 Arkwright Road; Macon, GA 31210  
7/14 – Ronnie Wills: 81 Gatlin Bluff; Thomasville, GA 31757  
7/16 – Roland Fall: 321 Lake Joy Rd.; Perry, GA 31069  
7/18 – Ray Bittner: 130 Ford St.; Poulan, GA 31781  
7/18 – Sonny Mason: 2218 Glendale Rd.; Augusta, GA 30904  
7/19 – Sam Rogers, III: 5300 Zebulon Road, #15; Macon, GA 31210  
7/20 – Man Lee: 18 Mannering Dr.; Dover, DE 19901  
7/20 – Charles McCook: 719 Cherokee Rd.; LaGrange, GA 30240  
7/20 – Isaac Moon: 100 Riverside; Griffin, GA 30224  
7/21 – Richard Lanning: 104 Macintosh Lane; Centerville, GA 31028  
7/22 – Wayne MacDonald: PO Box 913; Lumber City, GA 31549  
7/22 – H.L. Pharr: 2302 Echols Rd.; Cumming, GA 30041  
7/23 – Norman Dunlap: 708 Robins Nest Ct.; Columbus, GA 31909  
7/24 – Donald Woeltjen: PO Box 1322; Fitzgerald, GA 31750  
7/25 – Elvin East: 80 Cypress Trail; Lakeland, GA 31635  
7/27 – Charles Ricks: 4191 Mt. Union Rd.; Huntington, WV 25701  
7/27 – Mark Zeitlin: 203 Victorian Lake Dr.; Brunswick, GA 31525  
7/28 – Ron Dixon: 1194 Country Club Dr.; Wrens, GA 30833 
7/28 – Donna Sue Roberts: 1209 Loblolly Lane; Bainbridge, GA 39817 
7/29 – Jim Kenney, Sr.: 139 Altama Connector; Brunswick, GA 31525 
7/29 – Sylvia Kersey: 861 Pine Hill Rd.; Dublin, GA 31021  
7/29 – Al Lewis, Jr.: 915 E. 42nd St.; Tifton, GA 31794  
7/31 – Lowery Brantley: PO Box 125; Pineview, GA 31071 
 

 

OBITUARIES 

Mrs. Velma Foster 
Velma Weismiller Foster, age 92, entered into rest Saturday June 29, 2019. A native of St. Johns, 
Michigan, she was born January 30, 1927, to the late Wesley Weismiller and the late Laura 
Nettie Sperry Weismiller. Velma graduated from Asbury College and married the late Rev. J. 



Ralph Foster. Together they served many churches across the South Georgia Conference of The 
United Methodist Church for 45 years. After Pastor Foster’s death, “Miss Velma” moved to 
Cobb County where she was a member of the Acworth United Methodist Church and continued 
serving her Lord. Velma was known as the “Cookie Grandma.” Over the next 10 years she 
delighted not only her grandsons and their friends, but also servicemen in far-away countries, 
waiters and waitresses, and just anyone she thought could use a few cookies. It was her strong 
belief that the solution to many problems could be found over cookies and ice cream, sprinkled 
with prayer. In 2005, Velma moved to Avon Park, Florida where she lived with former friends 
and new ones in Oaks Village. There she assumed a new ministry, making hundreds of simple 
dresses and little boys shorts (always with pockets). These became prized by missionaries 
returning to their fields, for clothing needy children. Not able to keep up with all the needs, 
Velma made patterns and taught other groups how to sew. She was active in church in Florida 
and blessed many with her handmade cards and letters of encouragement. One of her delights 
was serving in prison ministry one Saturday a month for almost 10 years. Velma loved her 
grandsons but it was the birth of her first great-grandson that moved her back to Georgia. Over 
these last four years her grandsons have been sung to sleep, read countless stories, and were 
frequent guest at lunch in the dining room with GG and her friends at Cottonwood Estates in 
Alpharetta. Velma rode the church bus to Alpharetta UMC and began to keep the roster, making 
sure many friends filled the bus each Sunday. 

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband, J. Ralph Foster; her son, 
Nelson H. Foster; and two brothers, Loyal Weismiller and Carl Weismiller.  

Surviving are her daughter-in-law, Sandra Prescott Foster; three grandsons, Joel Foster (Maggie), 
and their son, Nicholas; Seth Foster (Bethany) and their son Everett, and Daniel Foster (Sarah) 
and their sons, James and Ace; a brother LynnWeismiller (Loine); and many nieces and 
nephews.  

Services were held at First United Methodist Church in Waynesboro, Ga. on Wednesday, July 3. 
Reverend David Perry and Reverend Marc Foster officiated. Burial followed at Burke Memorial 
Gardens in Waynesboro. Pallbearers were Joel Foster, Seth Foster, Daniel Foster, Richard 
Prescott, Jimmy Prescott, Raymond Prescott, and Jeff Carter. 

Memorials may be made to The Gideons International at (615)564-5000.  

You may sign the guestbook at www.deloachfuneralhomes.com.  

 

Scripture Readings – July 9 

July 14 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Amos 7:7-17 
Psalm 82 (UMH 804) 



Colossians 1:1-14 
Luke 10:25-37 

July 21 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Amos 8:1-12 
Psalm 52 or 82 (UMH 804) 
Colossians 1:15-28 
Luke 10:38-42 

July 28 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Hosea 1:2-10 
Psalm 85 (UMH 806) 
Colossians 2:6-15 (16-19) 
Luke 11:1-13 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 7/9/2019 edition 

YOUTH2019 – July 10-14 
Every four years, youth from throughout The United Methodist Church gather for four days of 
discipleship, fun, and fellowship at the YOUTH event. The event is filled with interactive 
learning, worship, Bible study, service opportunities, and fellowship time. Expect inspiration, 
support, and challenges to authentically experience what it means to be United Methodist. The 
South Georgia Conference will be taking students from our conference to the event via charter 
bus. For more information, contact Group Leader Rev. Melissa Traver at 
melissa.s.traver@icloud.com. More information  

Mission u – July 11-14 
Mission u, the mission education event of the South Georgia Conference, will be held July 11 
through July 14, 2019, at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. The annual event is co-
sponsored by the conference United Methodist Women and the conference Outreach team. This 
year’s theme is Radical Discipleship: Then & Now. Click here to download the brochure. 

Camp Connect: Elementary Camp 2 – July 15-18 
Elementary Camps, intended for rising 4th-5th grade students, are filled with a week’s worth of 
fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 
fellowship. Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, art, games galore, hilarious morning shows, and 
evenings of camp-wide games and worship. All camps are held at Epworth By The Sea on St. 
Simons Island and will begin at 3 p.m. on Monday and conclude at 11 a.m. on Friday (no lunch 
will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week. Counselors are provided. 



Visit www.campconnectumc.org for all the details. REGISTRATION IS CLOSED. CAMP IS 
FULL. Contact the Office of Connectional Ministries at (912) 638-8626 with any questions. 

Georgia United Methodist Pastors’ School – July 15-18 
The 2019 Georgia Pastors’ School is set for July 15-18 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons 
Island. Georgia Pastors’ School provides inspiration, education, fellowship, fun, and relaxation 
for North and South Georgia clergy and their families. The school is supported by the tuition of 
attendees, an endowment established by the board of managers, an annual gift from the North 
Georgia Conference, and the generous contributions of our sponsors who provide refreshments 
during breaks and fellowship times. The school is managed by pastors for pastors from both the 
North and South Georgia Conferences. Active and retired United Methodist clergy and their 
families are cordially invited to experience this combination of continuing education and 
personal renewal. More details can be found at www.georgiapastorsschool.org. 

Certified Lay Ministry Training – July 20 
Are you ready to move to the next level of lay leadership within your church? Join us for 
Certified Lay Ministry this summer/fall in Leesburg at The Point: July 20, Aug. 3, Aug. 17, Aug. 
31, Sept. 14, and Sept. 28. Register here.  

Southwest District United Methodist Men Rally – Aug. 17 
Save the date – Saturday, Aug. 17, 2019 – for the Southwest District United Methodist Men’s 
Rally, to be held at Cairo First UMC from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. Lunch will be provided. The cost is 
$10 each. More information regarding speakers and reservations will be provided.   

Golden Cross Sunday – Aug. 18 
Golden Cross began in 1908 with the commitment of Methodists in Dallas, Texas to provide the 
first health care to persons who could not afford it. They began to receive offerings for the 
expenses of the poor patients at Methodist Hospital in that city. By 1930, the concept was 
officially adopted throughout the predecessor denominations of The United Methodist Church. 
Today Golden Cross is a ministry that reaches out in love to the laity in our Annual Conference 
who are experiencing financial difficulty due to excessive medical expenses. Through Golden 
Cross, United Methodists care for members of our local churches in time of emotional stress and 
financial need. The South Georgia Conference has designated the first Sunday of July to be the 
Sunday to receive a special offering for Golden Cross. Each church is asked to observe Golden 
Cross Sunday to receive an offering and send it to the conference treasurer. Click here for 
information about Golden Cross Sunday. 

Pathways – Aug. 24 
Equip yourself for effective ministry at Pathways! Churches looking for new ideas, networking 
opportunities and practical, quality training for their pastors, parishioners, staff and leaders need 
look no further than this year’s Pathways leadership training event. Scheduled for Saturday, 
August 24, 2019, at Trinity United Methodist Church in Warner Robins, the training event will 



offer participants more than 30 workshops to choose from, each designed to help congregations 
become healthier and to fulfill the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ. The event will 
begin with a time of worship and gathering time around creativity in ministry. The training, 
which starts at 9:30 a.m. and lasts until 3:30 p.m., features workshops on a variety of subjects, 
from children and youth-focused workshops to spiritual discipline workshops to those focused on 
missions and outreach. The design team urges local church leaders to carpool to the event to 
minimize travel costs and to maximize the benefits of the day by continuing the learning 
conversation during the return trip. The conference costs $25 per person. A boxed lunch from 
Chick-fil-A is included in the registration fee. Safe Sanctuaries compliant childcare is available 
for newborn to fifth-grade children at a cost of $10 per child which covers the cost of their lunch. 
Pre-registration is required for childcare. .5 CEU credits are available for this event. For 
questions, contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com. Registration and more information 
will be available soon. Stay tuned! 

Methodist Children’s Home Work Day Offering – Sept. 15 
Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special Work Day Offering to 
support the ministry of The Methodist Home for Children and Youth. The Work Day Offering 
for the Methodist Home is a tradition from the 1900s, a time when people, mostly farmers, 
donated the equivalent of one day’s wages to the Methodist Home. Sometimes they would load a 
freight car with cotton or peanuts and send it to Macon. Today folks just use a calculator. The 
amount of the work day offering can be calculated quite simply: Divide your annual income by 
365 (farmers didn’t take vacation days.) For example, if a person made $60,000 a year, it would 
be $60,000 divided by 365 = $164. Whether you give cotton or a check, be assured that your gift 
will bring hope and a new lease on life to the more than 400 children and families they serve 
every day. To learn more about this incredible ministry of our conference visit 
www.themethodisthome.org. 

KidzQuest Children’s Retreat – Sept. 20-22 
KidzQuest, the annual children’s fall retreat sponsored by South Georgia’s Connectional 
Ministries is for students in 3rd-6th grades. This event typically sells out before the deadline and 
brings so much energy (and noise!) to the grounds of Epworth By The Sea retreat center on St. 
Simons Island, GA. 500 children and adult leaders come together with dozens of other church 
groups, learning how to worship, study God's Word, and understand what a relationship with 
Jesus really means. Amidst beautiful coastal scenery, amazing adult leaders (that's you!) and 
time away from home - these children are given an opportunity to experience Christ in brand 
new ways! Click here for details. 

Sexual Ethics Workshop – Sept. 26 
A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held Thursday, September 26 from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. at 
Tifton First UMC. Register here 


