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Savannah churches help build houses for homeless veterans 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

On their way to church each Sunday, many members of Wesley Monumental United Methodist 
Church drive past the homeless camp near Interstate 16 and the Truman Parkway. 

One day, Nick Hitt, a member of the downtown Savannah church, decided that something 
needed to be done to help. 

“There’s no reason we should be driving by veterans sleeping under bridges as we come to 
church. They served; we need to do something about it,” he said to the congregation.  

Others agreed, and the church joined forces with two other Savannah United Methodist Churches 
– Trinity UMC and Isle of Hope UMC – along with dozens of area businesses and hundreds of 
individuals, to support the Tiny House Project.  

A program of the Chatham Savannah Authority for the Homeless, the Tiny House Project is an 
effort to combat the rising number of homeless individuals in Savannah. It prioritizes homeless 
veterans, said Wesley Monumental UMC mission coordinator Scott Cleaveland. According to 
the Chatham Savannah Homeless Authority, there are roughly 231 homeless veterans in the 
Savannah area. This effort is expected to lower that number. 

“We seem to have a clear calling to work with the homeless,” Cleaveland said of the Wesley 
Monumental UMC congregation. “It’s the church’s job to create disciples and it’s a disciple’s 
job to be a witness, and this has become a great witness for all of the United Methodist churches 
who have been involved.  

Trinity UMC, also located in downtown Savannah, was one of the first – if not the first – faith 
community to partner with the project.  

After setting an “audacious goal” of raising $10,000 in seven weeks, they raised more than 
$12,000. 

The church is putting the gospel in action, Rev. Ben Gosden said. 

“We have a unique proximity to homeless residents in Savannah,” Rev. Gosden said. “They visit 
on Sunday mornings, they sleep on our porch, they walk by our building all the time. So, for us, 
it was a way of … putting our money where our mouth is and saying we’re going to care for 
them.” 

The Tiny House Project – each home is roughly 145 square feet – recently welcomed its first 
residents, a group of 12 veterans who moved in earlier this month. Future phases are planned, 
and the entire Tiny House Project, when complete, will include 71 tiny homes plus a clubhouse. 



The tiny homes are fully equipped, with a full bathroom, a kitchenette, and a sleeping area that 
doubles as a living area. Each was built for about $14,000. It’ll cost each resident $240 a month 
to live in the home. 

Church leaders saw this project as an opportunity to put faith into action and to be engaged with 
the community. 

“This congregation is a pretty socially aware congregation, so there’s a very strong feeling 
among the members that they have a responsibility to act out Christian ethics in real time,” said 
Tom Madron, a member of Trinity UMC’s Justice Team. 

The Isle of Hope UMC congregation is already in ministry with those who are homeless, said 
Rev. Shannon Baxter, the church’s minister of missions, and the church’s involvement with the 
Tiny House Project is an extension of that outreach. 

“Jesus was about meeting the needs of other people,” he said. “This, to me, is one of those things 
that helps release people from the things that bind them … and extends our witness into the 
community and expands the kingdom.” 

The three congregations have together raised nearly $80,000 for the Tiny House Project. It’s a 
true community effort, said Rev. Baxter, with individuals, faith communities, and business 
contributing. The entire project is 75 to 80 percent funded but still lacks about $600,000. 

“There’s still a lot of work to be done. We ask for prayers, too, and prayers for the people who 
end up in the homes will feel at home and supported in those places,” he said. “Being involved in 
this is a win for the church, a win for the people, and a win for the kingdom of God.” 

 

Andrew College leads effort to revitalize downtown Cuthbert 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

What’s true of many small, rural communities is also true of Cuthbert, a small, Southwest 
Georgia town of about 3,800 people. 

“There were more things to do here 50 years ago than there are now,” said Mary Jane Salter, a 
1968 Andrew College graduate and longtime Randolph County resident. 

But times are changing in Cuthbert, for the better, thanks in large part to Andrew College’s 
efforts in the downtown area. 

The school, a private, liberal arts college related to The United Methodist Church, has made 
significant strides recently to lead revitalization efforts in downtown Cuthbert, increase college 
enrollment, and attract more tourists. 

“Rural communities are trying to build themselves back,” said Salter, who serves as special 
assistant to the president for development at Andrew College. “They’ll never be major 



metropolitan areas, but they can be better than they are. The college has been an integral part of 
trying to turn the lights back on downtown.” 

Andrew College’s efforts include renovating six buildings and making the downtown area, 
which is about two blocks from the college, a center for arts in the community. 

The college has turned one building, located just off the downtown square, into its ceramics 
studio. Another building has become the production site for the college’s theater department. The 
music department will move downtown as soon as the renovations are done on its building. 

While the new-to-them buildings and renovations are exciting for Andrew College, they’re also 
good for Cuthbert. The college hopes that, by helping create activities and driving traffic 
downtown, others will want to do the same. 

“This has people excited about coming back downtown again,” Salter said. “It has opened 
another world for our community, and the best thing is that it’s opened up hope that we can 
become better. The more people we can get downtown, the more we think the square will come 
back to life, and if it comes back to life, it will bring other things back to life.” 

The art shows, receptions, dinner theaters, and more have brought vitality to once abandoned and 
vacant buildings, says Patricia Goodman, retired executive director of the Randolph County 
Chamber of Commerce.  

“They’re bringing the arts to downtown Cuthbert,” she said. “It’s been really a good thing to see 
growth and to see some activity come back to life on the square.” 

The community has rallied behind Andrew College’s efforts, as have local churches, including 
Cuthbert United Methodist Church. 

“When the Methodist church decided to put this college where they put it in 1854 they obviously 
knew what they were doing,” Salter said. “There have been times when things have looked 
bleak, but the doors have never closed. I know God has a place for us in doing this. I believe that, 
because we are a beacon of light.”   

 

Give us a chance 

OUR CONNECTION MATTERS 
NITA CRUMP 

In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons and daughters 
will prophesy … (Acts 2:17a, NLT) 

And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy … (Acts 2:17a, KJV) 



One of the definitions of prophesy is “to speak as a mediator between God and humankind, or in 
God’s stead” (dictionary.com). One of the definitions of prophecy is “a divinely inspired 
utterance or revelation” (dictionary.com). It is our understanding that the word prophesy means 
to bring a message from God for the people of God. A modern-day understanding of the word 
would be what people do every Sunday when they step into a pulpit to share scripture and bring a 
word from the Lord for that congregation for that day. 

As we begin this article, we want to thank Rev. Ben Gosden for his recent column in The 
Advocate. If you haven’t read Ben’s words, please do so. In his article, he referred to a video, 
created by the North Carolina Annual Conference, that highlights the difficulties faced by 
women in ministry.  

As women who currently serve on the Cabinet of the South Georgia Conference, we wanted to 
take a few minutes to consider the message in the video and a question posed by Ben.  

Watching the video is enough to cause some people to gasp. “What? No! Folks don’t really say 
things like that, do they?” The answer is yes. Yes, they do. We have had many of these 
comments made to us and we could add to the list of comments in the video, as we’re sure any 
other female in ministry across our conference could do also. As district superintendents, we 
have had people on Staff-Parish Relations Committees (SPRC) tell us that they don't want a 
female preacher. As pastors, we have had inappropriate comments made to us and about us to 
others. We have had people leave the churches to which we were appointed and not return until a 
male preacher was appointed. In and through all of this, we continue to hear God calling us to be 
and remain in ministry.  

In Ben’s article he asked: “What could we all do, together, to ensure that ALL persons called to 
ministry – whether ordained or through lay leadership – be recognized for their gifts and 
celebrated to lead where God calls them through their baptism?” 

Ben, you asked a question. We, as clergy women, would like to suggest an answer which we 
believe all clergy women would echo. Our answer is “Give us a chance.”  

Trust that women (and men) who have struggled with hearing and responding to God’s call are 
walking in faith and believe that, because God has called us, God will equip us. Give us a chance 
to demonstrate that we can prayerfully discern God’s message for you and the congregation for 
this day and time and then deliver that message from the pulpit. Give us a chance to demonstrate 
the presence of God as we walk with you through difficult times. Give us a chance to sit with 
you when you’re grieving. Give us a chance to laugh with you and celebrate with you the joy-
filled occasions that take place in congregations and communities. Give us a chance to show 
God’s presence in our lives as God uses our gifts and graces to meet the needs of the 
congregations and communities. Give us a chance to be in ministry with you. And to our male 
colleagues, we make the same request. Give us a chance to serve God and the church alongside 



you as, together, we offer Christ to the world. We have much to offer each other as we serve God 
together. 

That’s all we ask. Give us a chance. We are thankful to those who have done that. With God’s 
help, may we strive to give all who are called by God to ministry a chance to live out God’s will 
in the ministry to which each is called. 

Rev. Paula Lewis, Superintendent of the South Central District 
Rev. Doreen Smalls, Superintendent of the Southwest District 
Dr. Nita Crump, Director of Connectional Ministries/Conference Secretary 

 

Save the date for Pathways! 

Mark your calendars now for the 2019 Pathways event, August 24. Pathways is geared to equip, 
inspire and encourage pastors and laity in faith and in ministry! We have more than 
30 workshops to choose from, ranging from leadership development, new ministry ideas, social 
justice, spiritual growth, and more. There's something for everyone! 
Visit sgaumc.org/pathways for more information, a downloadable brochure with workshop 
descriptions, a registration link, and a bulletin insert to share in your local church! 

• CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD BROCHURE (includes list of workshops) 

• REGISTER HERE 

• DOWNLOAD BULLETIN INSERT 

 

400th commemoration remembering the enslavement of African-Americans in 
North America  

Nearly 400 years ago, the first African slaves arrived in what is now the United States. Today, 
many African Americans still struggle with the oppressive legacy. Three United Methodist 
agencies have assembled a collection of events and written material to help people study and 
commemorate the 400th anniversary of the first slaves brought to what is now the U.S. in 1619. 
Read story 

Denise Rooks, chair of the Conference’s Advocacy Team, has written the following to help us 
remember, reflect, and act. 

By Denise Rooks, chair of the Conference’s Advocacy Team 



Some milestones in history are meant to celebrate while others are meant to contemplate. One 
such milestone is the 400th year since the first African-Americans were enslaved and brought to 
North America.  

400 years ago, in 1619, America began the atrocious journey into, as John Wesley put it in his 
letter to William Wilberforce, “that execrable villainy which is the scandal of religion, of 
England, and of human nature” called slavery.  

Slavery, the intentional process in which humans are downgraded from men and women to 
become the property of others with no rights: they became what Jesus referred to as “the least of 
these.” Like the children of Israel who were in bondage under Pharaoh, humans were made to 
forcibly do the bidding of the ones who were their masters. Unlike the Israelites who were 
invited to Egypt, Africans did not come to America of their own free will. There was never a 
time of mutual respect and friendship as there was in Egypt when Joseph was placed in a high 
position lower only to Pharaoh. 

It is with this spirit of contemplation that we must be reminded of the past and the evils that were 
done to a people simply because it was convenient to do so. Was the convenience simply a 
matter of subjugating others simply because of the color of their skin? When Wesley wrote to 
William Wilberforce, he noted a tract he had read that morning that was written by “a poor 
African.” Wesley wrote he “was particularly struck by that circumstance that a man who has a 
black skin, being wronged or outraged by a white man, can have no redress” because of the laws 
at that time. Wesley went on to denounce those actions as “villainy.” 

As we contemplate the past during this milestone of the 400th year since the first African-
Americans were enslaved, we must take a moment to look at this issue and we must reaffirm our 
commitment to making sure these atrophies never happen again to any individual or group.  

This issue of slavery caused a nation to become divided, and we must remember this dark era 
from our past in order to proclaim, “Never again.” This is our moment to reflect on how we got 
here as a nation and as a people and to decide where we go from here. Are we the people of God 
who now understand that we are our brother’s keeper willing to speak out against all injustices, 
or do we silently look on in agreement like Saul did at the stoning of Stephen? No organization 
can regulate the heart, but through our Christian faith we can get a change of heart, and from this 
point on, denounce the wrong that did happen.  

Through John Wesley’s teaching, which was spirit led, we can see why the Methodist church 
took a stance against slavery at a time when it was not popular to make such a stand. We are our 
brothers’ and sisters’ keepers. Jesus condensed the Ten Commandments into two simple things: 
he said we are to love the Lord with all of our heart and all of our soul, and to love our neighbors 
as we love ourselves. Simply put, we are called to love. It was at a time of great testing for the 
Methodist people against slavery. Today, we have the power, not to change the past, but to move 



forward as brothers and sisters in Christ serving one God not just with words, but with our 
actions. 

Is contemplation enough, or are we called to act? Within the United Methodist organization, we 
are addressing enslavement issues. Our “Book of Discipline” denounces slavery, and through 
Social Principles, works diligently to stand up against slavery in any form. This is an honorable 
stance, but are there other ways to move forward? Are we still holding on to the past without 
resolving conflicts that have risen from those past conflicts? These are questions that we each 
need to be mindful of as we deal with each other as brothers and sisters in Christ.  

We are challenged to be children of the light; we are called to love as stated in the second and 
third chapters of 1 John: And this is his command to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, 
and to love one another as he commanded us. Anyone who loves their brother or sister lives in 
the light and there is nothing in them to make them stumble. But anyone who hates a brother or 
sister is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness. They do not know where they are 
going because the darkness has blinded them.  

Walking in the light means acknowledging the wrongs done in the past, as our “Book of 
Discipline” has done, and going forth together united as brothers and sisters in Christ where there 
is deference for all people, regardless of their physical attributes. 

 

Encourage One Another 

Jesus Teaches about Spiritual Discernment 

Summer Quarter: Living in Covenant  
Unit 2: A Heartfelt Covenant 

Sunday school lesson for the week of July 28, 2019  
By Rev. Ashley Randall 

Lesson Scripture: Matthew 7:1-6, 15-23 
Key Verses: Matthew 7:15-16 

Purpose: To examine ourselves honestly in light of God’s truth and love 

A Long and Honorable Tradition 

You have heard the news: “Today a federal grand jury returned a six-count indictment...” It 
sounded serious no matter who was named in the indictment or what crime they were accused of 
committing. Until I had the opportunity to serve a six-month term as the foreperson of the federal 
grand jury for the Southern District of Georgia, I didn’t realize the full significance of being 
named in an indictment.  



When a crime has been committed, law enforcement officials start an investigation. They gather 
evidence. Their goal is to build a case against the person who is responsible for the crime, and 
then to determine the specific statutes that person has violated. When those acts are considered 
criminal or illegal under federal law, the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States provides that the evidence must first be presented to a grand jury. The United States 
Attorney or one of the Assistant United States Attorneys presents the evidence of alleged 
violations of the law to the grand jury as part of the process of bringing formal charges. 

Federal law requires that a grand jury be selected at random from a fair cross section of the 
community in the district in which the federal grand jury convenes. The names of prospective 
grand jurors are drawn at random from lists of registered voters under procedures designed to 
ensure that all groups in the community will have a fair chance to serve. Thus, all citizens have 
an equal opportunity and obligation to serve. Those persons whose names have been drawn, and 
who are not exempt or excused from service, are summoned to appear for duty as grand jurors. 
When these persons appear before the court, the presiding judge may consider any further 
requests to be excused. The judge then directs the selection of 23 qualified persons to become the 
members of the grand jury. 

Witnesses are called to testify. In most cases the grand jury hears testimony primarily from the 
government’s lead witness: the lead agent from one of the agencies responsible for enforcing the 
law that has been violated. That could include the FBI, ICE, ATF, Homeland Security, U.S. 
Postal Inspection Service, or an officer of a local police department who is assigned to a special 
task force. After being sworn in by the grand jury foreperson, the witness is questioned. 
Ordinarily, the attorney for the government questions the witness first, followed next by the 
foreperson of the grand jury. Then, the other members of the grand jury may question the 
witness. 

During my term on the grand jury we have considered lots of cases involving persons found to 
be in the country illegally, carrying firearms or ammunition when they are prohibited from doing 
so (primarily because they have been previously convicted of a crime that carried a sentence of 
more than one year), and possession of a controlled substance with the intent to distribute. 

We have also heard about schemes to operate pill mills, to import illegal drugs, to avoid export 
sanctions on technology, to empty the retirement/investment accounts of unsuspecting persons, 
and to obtain funds through false pretenses. We heard about murders, robberies, carjackings, and 
physical assault. 

Some of the most heartbreaking cases have involved the sexual abuse of children. We heard 
about numerous cases involving the production, transmission, and possession of child 
pornography. A few of those cases included evidence that parents were exploiting their own 
children. We heard dozens of cases of persons using the internet to arrange to have sex with 
underage girls – some under the age of 12. (The attorneys and the agents that presented these 
cases seemed particularly more somber that those who presented other cases. After hearing 
testimony, one of the grand jurors asked if we could go take a shower before we continued our 
work.) 



When the grand jury has received all the evidence on a given charge, all persons other than the 
members of the grand jury must leave the room so that the grand jury may begin its 
deliberations. After all persons other than the grand jury members have left the room, the 
foreperson asks the grand jury members to discuss and vote upon the question of whether the 
evidence persuades the grand jury that a crime has probably been committed by the person 
accused and that an indictment should be returned.  

Every grand juror has the right to express his or her view of the matter under consideration, and 
grand jurors are urged to listen to the comments of all their fellow grand jurors before making up 
their mind. Each grand juror must be absolutely fair in his or her judgment of the facts. 
Otherwise, the grand juror will defeat the democratic purpose the grand jury is designed to serve. 
Only after each grand juror has been given the opportunity to be heard is the vote taken. At least 
16 jurors must be present and 12 members must vote in favor of the indictment before it may be 
returned. 

The grand jury is not responsible for determining whether the accused is guilty beyond a 
reasonable doubt, but only whether there is sufficient evidence of probable cause to justify 
bringing the accused to trial. If the grand jury finds probable cause to exist against a person 
suspected of having committed the crime, then it will return a written statement of the charges 
called an “indictment” or “true bill,” which is the formal criminal charge returned by the grand 
jury. Upon the indictment's being filed in court, the person accused must either plead guilty 
or nolo contendereor stand trial. 

While much of the work involved hearing about the numerous ways people scheme, devise and 
conspire to serve their own interests, regardless of its impact on the welfare of others; the whole 
experience has left me with a much greater respect for the diligence of those who have accepted 
the responsibility of enforcing the laws on the land. Without exception, the United States 
Attorneys and the agents from all the different law enforcement agencies have shown a careful 
respect the law and concern for the preservation of order.  

According to the “Handbook for Federal Grand Jurors,” “the grand jury operates both as a 
‘sword,’ authorizing the government’s prosecution of suspected criminals, and also as a ‘shield,' 
protecting citizens from unwarranted or inappropriate prosecutions.” Why is it important that 
the grand jury perform both roles in maintaining an orderly society? 

Dealing with Tensions in the Covenant Community 
Matthew 7:1-6 

As we consider what Jesus is saying in this passage, it is important to remember that Jesus has 
been describing a community that reflects the character of God. It is the community Jesus is 
establishing through the new covenant. Those who are invited and empowered to be part of this 
covenant community are the ones who are favored by God – the “blessed” – the “happy.” As 
members of this covenant community, their relationships with the world will be transforming. 



That does not mean that Jesus expects their relationships with each other will be without 
misunderstanding or offense. Indeed, Jesus seems to expect that there will be occasions when 
conflict is inevitable. When that happens, what is Jesus’ counsel? 

“Don’t judge, so that you won’t be judged” (Matthew 7:1). 

It sounds quite clear and direct, until you begin to look at all that Jesus has said before and 
following this command. In case after case Jesus has been urging those who want to participate 
in the life of the covenant community to distinguish themselves from the world, to live to a 
higher standard – even higher than the standards of the Pharisees. Immediately following this 
command, Jesus warns his followers, “Don’t give holy things to dogs, and don’t throw your 
pearls in front of pigs” (Matthew 7:6). 

Apparently, Jesus is not asking his followers to suspend all critical judgment. He is not asking 
them to turn a blind eye or to live in denial. He is not asking them to ignore harmful, or even 
unhelpful, behavior. What he is suggesting is that our relationship in this covenant community 
must be tempered with a radical humility. 

In the face of transgressions, the first step needs to be a look within – it’s crucial that you 
consider why you feel you have been injured. Perhaps you have heard that often the habits and 
behaviors of others that bother us most or those same things that we are guilty of doing 
ourselves; “but you don’t even notice the log in your own eye” (Matthew 7:3b). As you deal with 
the tensions with others in the community, it is vitally important to adopt an attitude of profound 
humility. 

Notice that this doesn’t mean we should never correct a fellow member of the community. Jesus 
is clear: “First take the log out of your own eye, and then you’ll clearly see to take the splinter 
out of your brother’s or sister’s eye” (Matthew 7:5b). You should seek to be helpful, but not 
judgmental. Prioritize the health of the relationship over the need to be right. 

As Jesus makes the shift to talk about “dogs” and “pigs,” it seems that he is calling his followers 
to practice this same humility when they are dealing with those who have not indicated an 
openness to join the covenant community. Jesus warns his disciples that there are many who will 
not welcome them or receive the good news of God’s kingdom (cf. Matthew 10:14). To persist in 
“ramming” your message “down their throats” is an insult to them and a devaluation of the 
“pearl of great price.” The passage that follows (Matthew 7:9-11) further suggests those who are 
guided by God’s principles will give appropriately to those in need. 

It is often difficult for us to acknowledge our own weaknesses, particularly the things we do that 
harm those around us. How have you given people permission to hold you accountable in the 
areas where you struggle? 

Grapes and Figs or Thistles and Thorns 
Matthew 7:15-23 



It is crystal clear in this section that Jesus is calling his followers to practice discernment. 
“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you dressed like sheep, but inside they are vicious 
wolves” (Matthew 7:15). Appearances can be deceiving. What a person says may sound 
convincing. It its own perverted way, it may even seem to make sense. The question that must be 
asked: what is the result? Is it “good” or “bad”? Paul told the Galatians, “the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control” (5:22). 

To make sure his followers stay anchored, Jesus goes on to call them to not fall victim of 
thinking too highly of their own accomplishments. Pride is the sin that may be most likely to 
exclude someone from entrance into the kingdom. 

This sounds harsh, but Jesus is unwavering in his call to remember that this covenant community 
is founded, established, and sustained by God. “Only those who do the will of my Father who is 
in heaven will enter” (Matthew 7:21b). Any who seek to set up other standards are destined to 
find themselves defenseless on Judgment Day. 

You should be encouraged as you remember that Jesus is committed to ensuring that his 
followers produce good fruit:  

Remain in me, and I will remain in you. A branch can’t produce fruit by itself, but must remain 
in the vine. Likewise, you can’t produce fruit unless you remain in me. I am the vine; you are the 
branches. If you remain in me and I in you, then you will produce much fruit. Without me, you 
can’t do anything (John 15:4-5). 

Who helps you evaluate whether the fruit of your life is good or bad? What are you doing to 
ensure that you “remain in the vine”? 

Rev. Ashley Randall is pastor of Garden City United Methodist Church. If you receive a notice 
that you have been selected to serve on a jury, please do not ignore it. “Jurors who fail to report 
for jury duty and who are not excused by the Court may… [face] a fine of not more than $1,000, 
imprisonment of not more than three (3) days, performance of community service, or any 
combination thereof.” 

 

A Covenant between Friends 

Summer Quarter: Living in Covenant  
Unit 3: Covenant: A Personal Perspective 

Sunday school lesson for the week of August 4, 2019  
By Rev. Ashley Randall 

Lesson Scripture: 1 Samuel 18:1-5; 19:1-7 
Key Verse: 1 Samuel 18:1 



Purpose: To understand how God’s covenant love shapes and transforms our friendship with 
others 

A mirror to reflect your soul 

It is rare for a week to go by and not get a “friend request” on Facebook. Most days Facebook 
includes a post on my feed of “People You May Know.” I can click a button and add a friend (or 
at least invite them to be my friend). Most of the suggested new friends are on the list because 
we already share some number of mutual friends. I currently have more than 900 friends on 
Facebook. I could tell you the exact number, but it will probably change before the day is over. 
With a little bit of effort, I guess I could push that number over 1,000. 

Several years ago, when Facebook was first becoming popular, I remember having a 
conversation with a friend who I had recently “liked.” He wondered what it meant that we had 
moved from being actual friends to being virtual friends. Was that a good thing? 

It turns out that quite a few people have pondered that question, many of them academics. If they 
have contributed anything to the discussion, it has been more confusion. Maria Konnikova, New 
York Times best-selling author, journalist, and professional poker player, offers this explanation:  

The key to understanding why reputable studies are so starkly divided on the question of what 
Facebook does to our emotional state may be in simply looking at what people actually do when 
they’re on Facebook.… When people engaged in direct interaction with others – that is, posting 
on walls, messaging, or “liking” something – their feelings of bonding and general social capital 
increased, while their sense of loneliness decreased. But when participants simply consumed a 
lot of content passively, Facebook had the opposite effect, lowering their feelings of connection 
and increasing their sense of loneliness. 

Aristotle was not only one of the first people to write about three kinds of love—eros, agape, 
and philia; he also wrote about three categories of friendship: of pleasure, of utility, and of 
virtue. In friendships of pleasure, you and another person are friends because you entertain each 
other or enjoy doing activities together. Friendships of utility are those in which you gain some 
tangible benefit from the relationship. The benefit could be social, political, or economic. 
Exploitation of the other people is not necessarily implied, because the advantage can be 
reciprocal and because the direct benefit doesn’t preclude having genuine feelings of affection 
for each other. For Aristotle, however, the highest kind of friendship was one of virtue: you are 
friends with someone because you admire their character traits – the virtues they demonstrate in 
their daily living. Being their companion challenges you to live a better life. In her 
book, “Answers for Aristotle,” CUNY philosophy professor Massimo Pigliucci writes:  

Aristotle’s opinion was that friends hold a mirror up to each other; through that mirror they can 
see each other in ways that would not otherwise be accessible to them, and it is this (reciprocal) 
mirroring that helps them improve themselves as persons. Friends, then, share a similar concept 
of eudaimonia [Greek for “having a good demon,” often translated as “happiness”] and help 



each other achieve it. So it is not just that friends are instrumentally good because they enrich 
our lives, but that they are an integral part of what it means to live the good life. 

In his book, “Consolations: The Solace, Nourishment and Underlying Meaning of Everyday 
Words,” David Whyte picks up on Aristotle’s suggestion that friends help us see ourselves more 
clearly, and adds the element of forgiveness. Whyte writes: 

Friendship is a mirror to presence and a testament to forgiveness. Friendship not only helps us 
see ourselves through another’s eyes, but can be sustained over the years only with someone who 
has repeatedly forgiven us for our trespasses as we must find it in ourselves to forgive them in 
turn. A friend knows our difficulties and shadows and remains in sight, a companion to our 
vulnerabilities more than our triumphs, when we are under the strange illusion we do not need 
them. An undercurrent of real friendship is a blessing exactly because its elemental form is 
rediscovered again and again through understanding and mercy. All friendships of any length 
are based on a continued, mutual forgiveness. Without tolerance and mercy all friendships die. 

John O’Donohue is another writer who borrows Aristotle’s notion of friendship and stretches it 
to a more expansive understanding. In his book, “Anam Cara: A Book of Celtic Wisdom,” he 
writes, 

A friend is a loved one who awakens your life in order to free the wild possibilities within you.… 
The one you love, your anam cara, your soul friend, is the truest mirror to reflect your soul. The 
honesty and clarity of true friendship also brings out the real contour of your spirit. 

Such honesty and clarity are truly transformative – even transcendent – as it awakens and fosters 
a deep and special companionship. O’Donohue writes: 

In this love, you are understood as you are without mask or pretension. The superficial and 
functional lies and half-truths of social acquaintance fall away, you can be as you really are. 
Love allows understanding to dawn, and understanding is precious. Where you are understood, 
you are at home. Understanding nourishes belonging. When you really feel understood, you feel 
free to release yourself into the trust and shelter of the other person’s soul… This art of love 
discloses the special and sacred identity of the other person. Love is the only light that can truly 
read the secret signature of the other person’s individuality and soul. Love alone is literate in the 
world of origin; it can decipher identity and destiny. 

How would you describe a true friend? How important are honesty and forgiveness in sustaining 
true friendship? 

A Friendship Begins 
1 Samuel 18:1-5 

According to Jim Henson, “There’s not a word yet for old friends who’ve just met.” “Soul 
friend” may come close, but it still doesn’t fully explain or describe how Jonathan moves so 
quickly to make a covenantal commitment to David – a commitment that Jonathan takes more 
seriously than his commitment to his father, King Saul. How does one make sense of this deep 



affection between a prince and a shepherd? Perhaps if we pull back a bit and take a longer view 
of what leads up to this we can find some clues to why these two young men form such a strong 
and enduring commitment to one another. 

Many continuing dramas on television provide their fans with a quick review of what has come 
before: “Previously on ….” It serves both as a reminder of what you should already know and 
also a clue to what you should expect as the story unfolds in its next episode. So, let’s back up a 
bit to see what we can learn about these two that might explain their uncommon bond. 

Immediately preceding their formal introduction to each other, we have the story of David and 
Goliath (1 Samuel 17). David – sent by his father with supplies for his brothers who have been 
conscripted into Saul’s army – hears the champion of the Philistines taunt: “Today I defy the 
ranks of Israel! Give me a man that we may fight together” (1 Samuel 17:10). David is amazed 
that no one has taken up the challenge – especially when he learns that the king has offered a 
great reward to whoever defeats this giant. 

David’s oldest brother, Eliab, is annoyed that David is exploring the possibility of going into 
battle with this Philistine, but David will not be dissuaded. He continues to inquire until he gets 
the attention of Saul. When David appears before Saul, he volunteers to enter the battle. Saul 
questions David’s age and experience. David testifies that he has faced ferocious wild animals 
while guarding his family’s sheep. “‘The Lord,’ David added, ‘who rescued me from the power 
of both lions and bears, will rescue me from the power of this Philistine’” (1 Samuel 17:37). In 
the face of such confidence, Saul commissions David to take the fight to the enemy. 

Once David confronts Goliath face to face, this fierce warrior appears to be amused by such a 
slight opponent, armed only with a staff and a sling. Once again David testifies to his faith in 
God: 

But David told the Philistine, “You are coming against me with sword, spear, and scimitar, but I 
come against you in the name of the Lord of heavenly forces, the God of Israel’s army, the one 
you’ve insulted. Today the Lord will hand you over to me. I will strike you down and cut off 
your head! Today I will feed your dead body and the dead bodies of the entire Philistine camp to 
the wild birds and the wild animals. Then the whole world will know that there is a God on 
Israel’s side. And all those gathered here will know that the Lord doesn’t save by means of 
sword and spear. The Lord owns this war, and he will hand all of you over to us.” (1 Samuel 
17:45-47) 

David loads his sling with one of the five smooth stones he has collected, lets it fly, strikes 
Goliath in the forehead, and brings him to the ground. David runs and stands over the fallen 
warrior, grabs Goliath’s sword, and separates his head from his body. 

Saul asks the commander of his army, Abner, “Whose son is this young man?” Abner doesn’t 
know, so Saul sends Abner to find out. Abner brings David back to Saul, and with the severed 
head of the Philistine in his hand, they have short conversation about David’s father, Jesse of 
Bethlehem. 



It is reasonable to assume that Jonathan has been with his father, King Saul, throughout this 
episode. He has heard David’s testimony concerning his time of watching over his father’s 
sheep. He has heard David’s response to Goliath’s taunts and personal attacks. He has witnessed 
David’s skill and boldness in battle. And he has seen David’s humble confidence as he stood 
before the king with his enemy’s head in his hand. It is immediately following this conversation, 
that “the soul of Jonathan was bound to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own 
soul” (1 Samuel 18:1). 

Still we are left with the question of why all of this led Jonathan to make such a commitment to 
David. To find the answer, let’s back up a little further in the story. 

In 1 Samuel 14 we find an episode in the life of Jonathan that reveals much about his character, 
his values, and his faith in God. Even a quick examination of this story may help us see some of 
the common interests, beliefs, and values that account for deep consonance that forms the basis 
for the special friendship of Jonathan and David. 

Saul has been proclaimed king and he has experienced some success in battle, particularly 
against the Ammonites. However, the Philistines have been making life difficult for the 
Israelites: restricting their access to weapons, while sending raining parties into their villages. 

One day Jonathan decides that enough is enough. Without telling his father, he comes up with a 
plan to test the vulnerability of a nearby Philistine garrison. “Jonathan said to the young man 
who carried his armor, “Come, let us go over to the garrison of these uncircumcised; it may be 
that the Lord will act for us; for nothing can hinder the Lord from saving by many or by few” (1 
Samuel 14:6).  

Jonathan’s armor-bearer agrees that it is worth a try. Jonathan sets some conditions to determine 
whether he should proceed. When he receives what he had decided would be confirmation for an 
attack, he and his armor bearer experience remarkable success. “In that first slaughter Jonathan 
and his armor-bearer killed about twenty men within an area about half a furrow long in an acre 
of land” (1 Samuel 14:14). Jonathan’s success sparks panic among the enemy which attracts the 
attention of Saul’s army who join the battle, and rout the Philistines. “So the Lord gave Israel the 
victory that day” (1 Samuel 14:23). 

Notice that neither Jonathan nor David are afraid to enter into battle against their enemies. Both 
of them trust the Lord to guide and protect them. Neither of them feel the need to get the 
approval of others before they move ahead with their plan. They are confident that as long as 
they are in alignment with God’s plan, they will experience success. 

To what extent do common interests, beliefs, and values affect the depth of your friendships? 
What interests, beliefs, and values lead to the most committed friendships? 

A Friendship Tested 
1 Samuel 19:1-7 



Following David’s success in battle against Goliath, Saul is initially pleased with David’s ability. 
Saul places David in charge of the army, and soon all of Israel is celebrating David’s success. 
Soon Saul is seething with rage. Saul is angry that David seems to be getting more acclaim than 
he. He begins to see David as a threat and devises several different schemes to eliminate David 
as a rival. 

When his schemes fail, Saul decides to include Jonathan in his plans to kill David. Rather than 
support his father – and his king – Jonathan warns David about Saul’s murderous intentions and 
elects to speak directly to his father on David’s behalf. 

To understand why Jonathan would be willing to place himself in such jeopardy, let’s return to 
the episode we were considering in chapter 14. 

Now Saul committed a very rash act on that day. He had laid an oath on the troops, saying, 
“Cursed be anyone who eats food before it is evening and I have been avenged on my enemies.” 
So, none of the troops tasted food. (1 Samuel 14:24) 

As it so happened, during the course of the battle, the troops came upon a honeycomb dripping 
with honey. They were tempted to take some nourishment, but they were afraid because of 
Saul’s oath. Jonathan had not been there when Saul made the oath. He was already engaged in 
the battle he had initiated. Unaware of the oath, he dipped his spear in the honey, put it in his 
mouth, and immediately felt refreshed. At that point, one of the soldiers told him about his 
father’s oath. Jonathan expresses his frustration with his father’s poor judgement. The battle 
continues, but it is not a definitive victory. 

Saul looks for direction about how to proceed. He is hoping for an assurance from God that 
continuing to pursue his enemy will bring complete victory. After failing to get an answer, “Saul 
said, ‘Come here, all you leaders of the people, and let us find out how this sin has arisen 
today. For as the Lord lives who saves Israel, even if it is in my son Jonathan, he shall surely 
die!’” (1 Samuel 14:38-39a). 

Through a series of selections, it is determined that Jonathan is, in fact, responsible for the 
transgression. He confesses, “I tasted a little honey with the tip of the staff that was in my hand; 
here I am, I will die” (1 Samuel 14:43b). Saul seems determined to execute his son, but the 
people appeal on Jonathan’s behalf.  

Then the people said to Saul, “Shall Jonathan die, who has accomplished this great victory in 
Israel? Far from it! As the Lord lives, not one hair of his head shall fall to the ground; for he has 
worked with God today.” So the people ransomed Jonathan, and he did not die. (1 Samuel 14:45) 

Jonathan has been on the receiving end of his father’s rash decisions. Others have been an 
advocate for him. He knows that his father can be – and oftentimes needs to be – led to see 
things more clearly. 

When has a difficult life experience helped you have a deeper empathy for a friend who is 
experiencing distress? How have you been empowered to support them through a time of trial? 



Rev. Ashley Randall is pastor of Garden City United Methodist Church. He doesn’t tweet often, 
but you can follow him on Twitter: @NARandallJr. 

 

The Greatness of America  

By Dr. Hal Brady 

A number of people equate greatness with size. Not so! Greatness is never a matter of size. 

Take those huge reptiles which once dominated the earth, the dinosaurs. They were simply 
enormous. But with the exception of the movies, they have all become extinct. In spite of their 
size and seeming strength they are gone. Simply put, they could not adapt themselves to a 
changing world. 

Think of how many great empires have come and gone in spite of their largeness. Focus on the 
history of Assyria, Babylonia, the kingdom of Alexander the Great, The Roman Empire, Nazi 
Germany, the Communist Empire, and others. 

So God entrusted vast lands not only to the biblical character Abram’s responsibility, but to all 
Americans as well. I repeat, greatness is not a matter of size. 

Now, if greatness is not a matter of size, of what does greatness consist? To be more specific, 
what are the characteristics of a nation’s greatness? That is the subject for this article. 

The initial characteristic of a nation’s greatness is its sense of spiritual destiny! Immediately after 
God spoke to Abram (Genesis 13:14-18) about his land, Abram built an altar to God. 

The reason the Bible is in a class apart from other ancient history is because through all its 
human record there is the overtone of Divine reality. The Hebrews believed that they were God’s 
people and that God had a purpose and destiny for them. 

And I’ve read some of this same kind of thinking in the early history of our own country. While I 
am not saying that these early Americans were the only ones who felt that way, I am saying that 
numbers of these early Americans did feel that way. 

A single illustration will suffice. Among the signers of the Declaration of Independence was a 
brilliant young physician named Benjamin Rush. When Rush was elected to the First Continental 
Congress, his close friend Benjamin Franklin told him, “We need you. We have a great task 
before us, assigned to us by Providence.” 

Historically, American citizens have recognized a group of absolute values that have served as 
the moral and social foundation of our culture. As this nation developed, we accepted this range 
of biblical concepts as the boundaries of our thoughts, words, and deeds. Even if we didn’t 
perfectly keep them we knew that they were the accepted boundaries of propriety. 



A nation simply cannot remain great if it loses its sense of spiritual destiny. 

The next characteristic of a nation’s greatness is in its unity in diversity!  

My minister friend, the late Jim Moore, described what happened in Houston, Texas, on 
Wednesday night, June 22, 1994. On that night the Houston Rockets basketball team defeated 
the New York Knicks in the seventh and final game of the NBA championship. What a night it 
was for the Houston Rockets and their fans. What a night it was for the city of Houston and the 
state of Texas. And what a night for Jim being there! 

But Jim said as thrilling as that was, he saw something else that night that thrilled him even 
more. Namely, the way that event brought people together, connected people, bonded people, 
united people. The walls that so often divided people came down that night and we became one. 
Class didn’t matter. Color didn’t matter. Cultural background didn’t matter. The Houston 
Rockets fans were united. We became one. 

Jim Moore said he found himself thinking, “Why can’t it be like this all the time?” 

When you stop and think about it, that’s what America at its best is all about. “One nation, under 
God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” 

Diversity? Absolutely! It is something to be celebrated. We affirm diversity. However, some way 
or somehow there must be a unifying purpose among Americans if our country is to be at its 
best. And whenever that happens, we may be sure God is happy, for that is the way He intended 
it to be. 

The third characteristic of a nation’s greatness is the quality of its heroes and heroines! Here, I’m 
talking about the characteristics of the people we exalt, honor, and revere. What kind of people 
are they?  

A few years back there was an editorial written in one of our nation’s major newspapers. It was 
entitled, “America has a Glut of Celebrities and a Dearth of Heroes.” The gist of that editorial 
was that, “it is time we rediscover the true heroes and heroines – that person with 
uncompromising integrity who humbly cares for others.” 

In the Old Testament, the great heroes and heroines are not chiefly military conquerors or the 
politicians or the sports heroes or the performers or even the sex symbols. The great heroes and 
heroines in the Old Testament are the men and women whose conquests are mainly in the arena 
of the soul. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the real heroes and heroines are the people of character and compassion. 
Something to remember! 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and 
offer encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries 
(halbradyministries.com).  



 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – July 2019 
 
7/01 – Donald Wood: 157 Arlington Row; Macon, GA 31210  
7/01 – Kenneth West: 4183 GA Hwy 93; Pelham, GA 31779  
7/02 – Hugh Davis: 102 Mossland Dr.; Perry, GA 31069-9213  
7/08 – Earl Bishop: 315 E. Misty Lane; Blairsville, GA 30512  
7/09 – Marshall Singletary: 200 White Blossom Trail; Thomasville, GA 31757  
7/10 – Betty Lou Miller: 485 Tylerstone Dr.; Fuquay-Varina, NC 27526  
7/11 – Thom Davies: 1 Seventh Street #1004; Augusta, GA 30901  
7/12 – Eric Sizemore: PO Box 472; Rochelle, GA 31079  
7/13 – Randy Carnley: PO Box 345; Midville, GA 30441  
7/14 – Loran Smith: 5290 Arkwright Road; Macon, GA 31210  
7/14 – Ronnie Wills: 81 Gatlin Bluff; Thomasville, GA 31757  
7/16 – Roland Fall: 321 Lake Joy Rd.; Perry, GA 31069  
7/18 – Ray Bittner: 130 Ford St.; Poulan, GA 31781  
7/18 – Sonny Mason: 2218 Glendale Rd.; Augusta, GA 30904  
7/19 – Sam Rogers, III: 5300 Zebulon Road, #15; Macon, GA 31210  
7/20 – Man Lee: 18 Mannering Dr.; Dover, DE 19901  
7/20 – Charles McCook: 719 Cherokee Rd.; LaGrange, GA 30240  
7/20 – Isaac Moon: 100 Riverside; Griffin, GA 30224  
7/21 – Richard Lanning: 104 Macintosh Lane; Centerville, GA 31028  
7/22 – Wayne MacDonald: PO Box 913; Lumber City, GA 31549  
7/22 – H.L. Pharr: 2302 Echols Rd.; Cumming, GA 30041  
7/23 – Norman Dunlap: 708 Robins Nest Ct.; Columbus, GA 31909  
7/24 – Donald Woeltjen: PO Box 1322; Fitzgerald, GA 31750  
7/25 – Elvin East: 80 Cypress Trail; Lakeland, GA 31635  
7/27 – Charles Ricks: 4191 Mt. Union Rd.; Huntington, WV 25701  
7/27 – Mark Zeitlin: 203 Victorian Lake Dr.; Brunswick, GA 31525  
7/28 – Ron Dixon: 1194 Country Club Dr.; Wrens, GA 30833 
7/28 – Donna Sue Roberts: 1209 Loblolly Lane; Bainbridge, GA 39817 
7/29 – Jim Kenney, Sr.: 139 Altama Connector; Brunswick, GA 31525 
7/29 – Sylvia Kersey: 861 Pine Hill Rd.; Dublin, GA 31021  
7/29 – Al Lewis, Jr.: 915 E. 42nd St.; Tifton, GA 31794  
7/31 – Lowery Brantley: PO Box 125; Pineview, GA 31071 
 

Scripture Readings – July 23 

July 28 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Hosea 1:2-10 
Psalm 85 (UMH 806) 
Colossians 2:6-15 (16-19) 
Luke 11:1-13 



Aug. 4 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
Hosea 11:1-11 
Psalm 107:1-9, 43 (UMH 830) 
Colossians 3:1-11 
Luke 12:13-21 

Aug. 11 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 (UMH 783) 
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
Luke 12:32-40 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 7/23/2019 edition 

Southwest District United Methodist Men Rally – Aug. 17 
Save the date – Saturday, Aug. 17, 2019 – for the Southwest District United Methodist Men’s 
Rally, to be held at Cairo First UMC from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. Lunch will be provided. The cost is 
$10 each. More information regarding speakers and reservations will be provided.   

Golden Cross Sunday – Aug. 18 
Golden Cross began in 1908 with the commitment of Methodists in Dallas, Texas to provide the 
first health care to persons who could not afford it. They began to receive offerings for the 
expenses of the poor patients at Methodist Hospital in that city. By 1930, the concept was 
officially adopted throughout the predecessor denominations of The United Methodist Church. 
Today Golden Cross is a ministry that reaches out in love to the laity in our Annual Conference 
who are experiencing financial difficulty due to excessive medical expenses. Through Golden 
Cross, United Methodists care for members of our local churches in time of emotional stress and 
financial need. The South Georgia Conference has designated the first Sunday of July to be the 
Sunday to receive a special offering for Golden Cross. Each church is asked to observe Golden 
Cross Sunday to receive an offering and send it to the conference treasurer. Click here for 
information about Golden Cross Sunday. 

Pathways – Aug. 24 
Churches looking for new ideas, networking opportunities and practical, quality training for their 
pastors, parishioners, staff and leaders need look no further than this year’s Pathways leadership 
training event. Scheduled for Saturday, Aug. 24 at Trinity United Methodist Church in Warner 
Robins, the training event will offer participants more than 30 workshops to choose from, each 
designed to help congregations become healthier and to fulfill the mission of making disciples of 
Jesus Christ. The event will begin with a time of worship and gathering time around creativity in 



ministry. The training, which starts at 10 a.m. (registration begins at 9:30 a.m.) and lasts until 
3:45 p.m., features workshops on a variety of subjects, from children and youth-focused 
workshops to spiritual discipline workshops to those focused on missions and outreach. The 
design team urges local church leaders to carpool to the event to minimize travel costs and to 
maximize the benefits of the day by continuing the learning conversation during the return trip. 
The conference costs $25 per person. A boxed lunch from Chick-fil-A is included in the 
registration fee. Safe Sanctuaries compliant childcare is available for newborn to fifth-grade 
children at a cost of $10 per child which covers the cost of their lunch. Pre-registration is 
required for childcare. .5 CEU credits are available for this event. For questions, contact Allison 
Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com. For more information, a list of workshops and registration, 
visit www.sgaumc.org/pathways.  

The Art of Marriage Live at Epworth By The Sea – Sept. 13-15 
Fall in love all over again. Marriage, the way God intended, is a true art form. In The Art of 
Marriage Live, our FamilyLife guest hosts weave together expert teaching, real-life stories, 
humorous vignettes and more to portray both the challenges and the beauty of God's design. 
They’ll show us how to apply what the Bible teaches about marriage in a powerful way. It’s 
practical, funny, and straight to the heart. Guest speakers: Jose and Michelle Alvarez. Alvarez 
biography I Flyer I Schedule I Online registration  

Methodist Children’s Home Work Day Offering – Sept. 15 
Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special Work Day Offering to 
support the ministry of The Methodist Home for Children and Youth. The Work Day Offering 
for the Methodist Home is a tradition from the 1900s, a time when people, mostly farmers, 
donated the equivalent of one day’s wages to the Methodist Home. Sometimes they would load a 
freight car with cotton or peanuts and send it to Macon. Today folks just use a calculator. The 
amount of the work day offering can be calculated quite simply: Divide your annual income by 
365 (farmers didn’t take vacation days.) For example, if a person made $60,000 a year, it would 
be $60,000 divided by 365 = $164. Whether you give cotton or a check, be assured that your gift 
will bring hope and a new lease on life to the more than 400 children and families they serve 
every day. To learn more about this incredible ministry of our conference visit 
www.themethodisthome.org. 

KidzQuest Children’s Retreat – Sept. 20-22 
KidzQuest, the annual children’s fall retreat sponsored by South Georgia’s Connectional 
Ministries is for students in 3rd-6th grades. This event typically sells out before the deadline and 
brings so much energy (and noise!) to the grounds of Epworth By The Sea retreat center on St. 
Simons Island, GA. 500 children and adult leaders come together with dozens of other church 
groups, learning how to worship, study God's Word, and understand what a relationship with 
Jesus really means. Amidst beautiful coastal scenery, amazing adult leaders (that's you!) and 
time away from home - these children are given an opportunity to experience Christ in brand 
new ways! Click here for details. 



Sexual Ethics Workshop – Sept. 26 
A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held Thursday, September 26 from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. at 
Tifton First UMC. Register here 

 


