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Church isn’t a building: southwest Georgia congregations continue to serve 
communities 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Nearly one year after Hurricane Michael destroyed parts of southwest Georgia, blue tarps still 
dot the landscape. Trees are scattered throughout backyards, and some residents are living in 
hotels instead of their homes. 

Even now, 12 months later, you can’t drive 100 yards without seeing one of the emergency roof 
coverings or some other sign of the storm. Full recovery will take years, locals say. 

At a time when it would be natural for residents to focus on their own recovery, they’ve looked 
beyond themselves to serve one another, asking how they can be the church in the midst of crisis. 

In Donalsonville, nearly 100 miles inland, Hurricane Michael tore through the town, impacting 
everyone, says Rev. Nate Lehman, pastor of Friendship United Methodist Church. 

The strongest storm ever to hit Georgia, Hurricane Michael ripped the carport off the Friendship 
UMC parsonage, damaged the roof, and tore up trees, but the congregation remains resilient. 

They’ve continued to serve their community: the church’s monthly manna drop distributes 
baskets of food to those in need, the food bank is up and running again, and the church hosts 
mission teams who come to work in the area. 

They even have a new missions building that houses the manna drop, the food pantry, and soon 
the church’s Christmas store. The hub of the congregation’s outreach program, the 30x60 metal 
building replaced two storage sheds that were destroyed by the storm. A $10,000 gift from a 
South Georgia United Methodist congregation helped build it. 

“More money came in after that, and we put some in, but the rest was given to us by people in 
the community and other churches because of what they saw we were doing in the community,” 
Rev. Lehman said. “It’s all about relationships.” 

And in just a few weeks, Friendship UMC will unveil their brand-new shower trailer, one similar 
to what they used last year when the one loaned to them by Rev. Chris Calhoun was set up in the 
church’s parking lot and used by congregation and community members after the hurricane. 

Designed and built by Blackstone Builders, which is owned and operated by South Georgia 
pastor Rev. Calhoun, who serves St. Mark United Methodist Church in Douglas, the shower 
trailer will be used to help communities after disasters. 

“The shower trailer was here within the first week (after Hurricane Michael), and one of our 
members saw how much of a blessing it was,” Rev. Lehman said. 

The Friendship UMC congregation loved the shower trailer and wanted one similar: warm, 
inviting, and comforting. Before he knew it, Rev. Lehman said, $20,000 had been donated to 
have one built. 



“It’s exciting, in the midst of disaster, to see what God is doing and enabling us to do,” Rev. 
Lehman said. “How does that happen, other than God? God has enabled us to do this. It’s 
awesome.” 

In Colquitt, recovery has been a process, says Colquitt United Methodist Church pastor Rev. 
Scott Stanfill. 

Through it all, though, Colquitt UMC has continued to meet the needs of its community, even as 
the congregation worships in a temporary location. 

The church-run and sponsored thrift store offers clothing and affordable household goods and 
items to people continuing to try to restore what’s been lost. The congregation has also continued 
its food ministry, running its monthly food bank from the church parking lot. They’ve regularly 
served 350 families each month and recently have seen that number increase to 450 families. 

Their other outreach ministries continue, too: they assist with medical and utility bills, they 
hosted a well-attended Fall Festival last year, the United Methodist Men offer prescription 
medicine assistance, they hosted fun family outings this summer, and they put on a Vacation 
Bible School with a local Baptist Church. 

All of this from a congregation that will, realistically, still be out of its home for another year. 

The entire church sustained water damage when Hurricane Michael roared into Colquitt as a 
Category 3 storm. The shingles were ripped off the roof and water poured into the building, 
damaging most of the interior. The outside looks great, Rev. Stanfill said, but much of the inside 
will be new when work is complete. 

Currently worshipping in Colquitt First Baptist Church’s chapel, Colquitt UMC hosts their 
Wednesday evening programming at the Miller County Senior Center. 

Colquitt and Miller County have much for which to be thankful, Rev. Stanfill said, and a 
community-wide worship service is planned for Thursday, Oct. 10, in the First Baptist Church 
Worship Center. 

Rev. Jean Watson is thankful for the way her congregation rallied to serve one another. After the 
hurricane tore through Colquitt, the Cooks Union United Methodist Church’s driveway was 
impassable and trees littered the yard. An ERT team from Pierce Chapel United Methodist 
Church worked to cut and clear trees so the driveway could be accessed and Cooks Union 
members, along with a few folks from the community, worked tirelessly to clean the yard.  

In three days, they had the yard cleared and the church was able to host a funeral. 

“It would have been months getting in otherwise,” Rev. Watson said.  

Even though the churches and congregations in southwest Georgia are showing that church is not 
a building but a way of serving and loving others, they still need help themselves. 

“I’d love to say it’s a beautiful picture of recovery, but it’s not. It’s a tough place,” Rev. Lehman 
said. “We are seeing recovery, but it’s so slow and tedious that it’s hard to see it happening.” 

Recovery is happening, he said, but just not at the pace that would be seen in more metropolitan 
areas. 



“There are a lot of people who cannot afford to have roofs fixed or mold cleaned up. Because of 
where we’re at, the resources just aren’t available.” 

There’s still heaviness, Rev. Stanfill said, but he believes that will change once work begins and 
people see progress. While there’s still pain and grief, the congregation and community are 
strong and their best days are ahead. 

“Our faith is one of life out of death and resurrection out of crucifixion, so you can’t have one 
without the other,” he said. “There’s always a resurrection on the other side when you walk with 
Jesus, and that’s what we’re going to continue to encourage people to do.” 

With much still to be done in Southwest Georgia, The United Methodist Church - through the 
South Georgia Conference and UMCOR – is still at work. Rev. George Masciarelli, disaster 
response coordinator for Hurricane Michael, and his team are serving Decatur, Early, Seminole, 
and Miller Counties. Mr. Ed Haggerty, member of Avalon UMC in Albany, is working with 
Albany Relief and Recovery in Dougherty County. If you are interested in serving on a work 
team, contact Emory Smith at (229) 520-2542 or emory.umchmr@gmail.com.  

 

UMs, UMCOR still helping southwest Georgia recover 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

United Methodists are known for being “the last to leave,” and in southwest Georgia, where 
Hurricane Michael swept through the area Oct. 10, 2018, as a devastating Category 3 storm, 
they’re still there, working to restore what was lost.  

Rev. George Masciarelli was recently hired as a Disaster Recovery Coordinator for Hurricane 
Michael, working specifically in the Southwest District to coordinate long term recovery efforts 
for those impacted by Hurricane Michael. His position is a one-year recovery project and is 
funded through the connection by a grant from the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR). 

Working with him are Rev. Emory Smith, Volunteer Coordinator for Hurricane Michael; Neil 
Freeman, Job Site Coordinator for Hurricane Michael; Josh McElyea, Disaster Case Manager for 
Hurricane Michael; and volunteers Jeff Spicer and Paula LeCates. 

Their work is focused on Decatur, Early, Seminole, and Miller Counties, the four counties where 
Hurricane Michael first entered when it came into Georgia. 

Tarps are still on roofs, many still have backyards full of debris, and homes need to be cleaned 
and repaired. A lot has already been done, but there’s still much to do, Rev. Masciarelli said, to 
get homes and lives restored. 

Revs. Masciarelli and Smith are scheduling work crews, verifying and lining up work sites, 
continuing case management, and training staff so more southwest Georgia residents can be 
served. 



“We are here to help the vulnerable families, those who have not recovered and have not gone 
back to a new normal,” Rev. Masciarelli said.  

Some are frustrated. They’ve seen others get back to normal and neighbors’ homes be repaired, 
but not theirs.  

“They don’t know who or what can help them until we meet with them to go over their options,” 
he said. “It’s still their choice as to what kind of help they apply for, but we help them navigate 
and find the resources.” 

All of Rev. Mascarelli’s team is from the southwest Georgia area and know the people and 
available resources. Rev. Masciarelli, a South Georgia pastor since 2000, serves Brinson, Iron 
City, and Jakin United Methodist Churches. Rev. Smith serves Sylvania, Faceville, and 
Hopewell United Methodist Churches in Bainbridge.  

In addition to structural needs, there are a lot of physical and emotional needs associated with 
disaster recovery, and the team is prepared to help equip and assist those who need help. 

“We need to know how to meet all their needs, not just how to get them a new roof,” Rev. 
Mascarelli said. 

Full recovery will take time, patience, hard work, and faith, but The United Methodist Church 
and UMCOR will be there every step of the way, he said. 

“If it takes six months for relief, it usually takes six years for full recovery in a community,” he 
said. “It’s a process, it really is. We’re country folk; we’re pretty resilient down here. We bounce 
back to a new normal rather quickly.” 

Interested in serving on a work team in southwest Georgia? Do you have a skilled work team 
that can help serve? Contact Emory Smith at (229) 520-2542 or emory.umchmr@gmail.com.   

 

The strength of South Georgia 

FROM THE BISHOP 
R. LAWSON BRYAN 

One year ago, on October 10, Hurricane Michael came ashore as a Category 5 storm, devastating 
Mexico Beach and parts of Panama City, Fla. Then Michael moved northward into the South 
Georgia Conference. The Southwest District and surrounding region were especially hard hit. 
The storm was so strong that the World Meteorological Society has decided to retire the name 
Michael so that no future Atlantic hurricane can have that name. 

In South Georgia, we are well aware of the magnitude of Michael’s destruction. We have seen it 
in the huge numbers of trees sheared in half, in the homes and businesses damaged or blown 



away, in church buildings that are still facing costly repairs, in the crop losses to our farmers, and 
in the emotional drain experienced by our church members and communities.  

On this first anniversary of Hurricane Michael, let us also remember the way our churches, our 
communities, and our connectional system responded to our losses. Funds for disaster response 
were sent to South Georgia by the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) as well as 
annual conferences and individuals from around the connectional system of The United 
Methodist Church. As quickly as they could, our church members got out in their communities to 
check on those who had mobility issues or disabling conditions. Early Response Teams (ERT) 
from local churches, both inside and outside South Georgia, came to our communities to work in 
debris removal and in the overall clean up effort. The members of our local churches really are 
the great strength of the South Georgia Conference. We see that strength on a daily basis as our 
church members continue serving others while dealing with their own hardships caused by 
Hurricane Michael.  

How grateful I am to the disaster response ministry of the South Georgia Conference and to all 
who worked together to coordinate our disaster response. And how inspired I am by the 
resilience and perseverance of local United Methodists who are leading their communities 
forward as the long-term recovery continues. The strength of the South Georgia Conference is 
seen in the faithfulness of our church members. In the face of a catastrophic hurricane, you are 
showing us what it means to be Alive Together in Witness!  

Gratefully, 
R. Lawson Bryan 

 

Register today for Encounter Youth Retreat, set for Nov. 22-24 

Youth groups from around the South Georgia Conference (and beyond!) will come together for a 
fall weekend retreat that offers passionate worship, relevant Bible study, and a meaningful time 
with other teens at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. Sponsored by the Office of 
Connectional Ministries, Encounter Youth Retreat, set for Nov. 22-24, 2019, is for all middle 
and high school students.   

Encounter offers a chance for students to take a break from school, have fun in the beautiful 
outdoors, and worship Christ with church groups of all sizes.  

Rev. Jonathan Smith, Director of the Wesley Foundation at Georgia Southern University, will 
teach during the four sessions. Philip & Leah George from Monument Ministries will lead 
worship, and Jacy Robertson, Director of the Wesley Foundation at Coastal Georgia, will emcee 
the event. 



Breakout groups for students by age will give them a chance to hear from college students living 
a life of faith. Breakout groups for adult leaders will examine Anxiety, Depression, and Suicide 
Prevention in Teens led by Rachael Lee, a licensed professional counselor who works with teens 
on a daily basis. 

Online registration is open and will be available through November 11. Churches will register as 
a group. The cost for this event is $150 per person, which includes programming, insurance, 
food, lodging, and a t-shirt. Adult chaperones with Safe Sanctuary certification must be provided 
by each church group. 

Click here to learn more about the event and registration. 

For more information, contact Suzanne Akins at suzanne@sgaumc.com or (912) 638-8626, ext. 
107.  

 

Obedient Faith 

Fall Quarter: Responding to God’s Grace  

Sunday school lesson for the week of October 6, 2019 
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 

Lesson Scripture: Deuteronomy 4:1-14 
Key Verse: Deuteronomy 4:2b 
Keep the commands of the Lord your God that I give you.  

Lesson Aim: Learning to anchor our faith in God’s unchangeable faithfulness and the eternal 
word. 

Geographical context:  
This sermon is given by Moses during the latter part of his life. Thus, Israel is nearing the end of 
its 40-year trek through the wilderness. Moses is offering them the most important instruction 
they will need to prosper and live righteously in Canaan. They are to obey the Law! The success 
or failure of Israel in Canaan will depend upon their obedience or disobedience to God and 
God’s law. Thus, the children of Israel are poised to enter the Promised Land. They are not great 
warriors or as well equipped for battle as those in Canaan. Their power comes from their 
faithfulness to God and his truth as revealed in the Mosaic Law, especially the Decalogue.  

Historical and theological reflection upon events introducing the narrative:  
Change is a certain thread that runs through the fabric of life. And, change is occurring at a rapid 
rate due to technology and access to information. I remember writing reports in high school and 
visiting the library for books and specifically encyclopedias for information. Now, my 
granddaughter can gain this information by tapping a few keys on her computer. Change is 



inevitable, and it can be frightening. With change comes uncertainty. For Israel, change was not 
only frightening, it could be terrifying. As a nomadic people traveling through the wilderness 
they could expect encounters with hostile tribes. Furthermore, they traveled from one grazing 
spot to another, always hoping for good water and keeping the food supply healthy. Change 
could mean destruction for them. In spite of their repetitive disbelief and the threat of change, 
they have arrived at the moment of entry into Canaan. They have done so through God’s 
guidance and protection. The surrounding tribes were very polytheistic. Their gods’ actions 
depended upon whether they angered the gods or pleased them. The actions of these idols were 
far from predictable. However, Israel’s belief and trust were in the one God. In order to stabilize 
and establish order in their social life God gave them the Mosaic Law. The Law was to reveal 
God’s nature and expectations, and to guide their moral life toward loving God and each other. 
The principles of the Mosaic Law remain important and applicable today. They have guided 
humanity in establishing societies and nations of law and order. We remain dependent upon them 
today, but it is important for us to interpret these laws correctly. We must learn to separate the 
cultural laws that differentiated Israel from surrounding nations and their deities from the 
changeless values of God. For example, their dietary laws and laws of dress are no longer 
applicable to us. They no longer differentiate the community of faith from the secular world. 
However, the eternal commandment to come out and be different remains unchanged. We appear 
differently through our love of God and others, and through our just and righteous living. The 
Decalogue (the Ten Commandments) remains applicable and unchangeable, for it is the 
foundation for all loving, moral, and just living.   

Theological, historical, and experiential reflection upon Deuteronomy 4:1-14:  

Deuteronomy 4:1:  
Moses calls upon Israel to hear. This request appears needless on the surface. However, Moses 
has learned that Israel “hears but doesn’t hear.” Jesus addressed this problem as he taught the 
disciples and crowds that followed. Jesus frequently spoke the exhortation we read in Matthew 
13:9, “He who has ears, let him hear.”  

My home is filled with sounds that fall upon my ears. I pay little attention to them. However, 
when my spouse or children speak, especially in particular tones of voice, I listen, and I listen 
closely. Moses is speaking authoritatively. His authority comes from God. He doesn’t want what 
he is about to say to fall on their ears and be quickly forgotten. Read Jesus’ parable of the sower 
of seed in Matthew 13. Israel is to shut out the daily noise and distractions and listen, for what 
they are about to hear is very important as they enter Canaan. Notice Moses’ appeal to their 
history of God’s redemption. It is the same God of their ancestors that will lead them into the 
land of promise.  

How well do we listen for the important in life? How do we hear the spiritual voice of God in a 
world rife with noise? What are some actions we might take to become better listeners? 



Deuteronomy 4:2:  
Here we are given the very important command to not add or subtract from the Law of the Lord. 
We immediately face the question, “How did the law grow from the Ten Commandments to 
approximately 612 laws? Remember, these laws often needed interpretation as Israel lived 
together. For example, in the Decalogue it reads that we should keep the Sabbath Day holy. But, 
how was Israel to keep the Sabbath holy? What was work on the Sabbath? If my donkey falls in 
a ditch, can I pull him out? Moses did not descend Sinai with a load of tablets, only those with 
the Ten Commandments. Israel was expected to interpret and enact the laws of the Ten 
Commandments in a spirit of love for God and one another. Thus, judges became important in 
the life of Israel, and by the New Testament era we have lawyers, the Pharisees, and Sadducees. 
Israel was not to add or subtract from the intent of God in giving the laws. Therefore, 
interpretation of the Law was done with a focus on their holy God and God’s divine nature. It 
was not to be done using human desire and want. God reminded Israel that he is the lawgiver. 
Thus, interpretation should be done by one who could discern God’s will for his people. The 
interpretations should never violate the original intent of God.  

What are some current struggles you might have with a different interpretation of God’s law 
than years ago? In times of great change, how do we, in community, determine the correct path 
toward proper interpretation that we might remain faithful to God’s will? 

Deuteronomy 4:3-5:  
In verses 3 and 4 we are given a contrast of life and death. This contrast will eventually lead to 
what is called The Retribution Principle. This principle meant that if one lived according to the 
law they lived and prospered; if they disobeyed, they suffered destructive consequences. Jesus 
was once asked by his disciples about a man’s blindness. They asked, “Is he blind because of his 
sin or the sin of his parents?” (John 9) They believed someone’s disobedience, either the man’s 
sin or his parents, led to his blindness. However, when the rich young ruler walked away from 
Jesus sadly, the disciples asked, “Who can be saved?” (Mark 10:17-21) They believed his wealth 
was a result of his righteousness and the righteousness of his family. Both of these narratives 
reveal the manner in which the Jewish people judged people as righteous or sinful. In stating this 
contrast of life and death as it related to following God’s commandments, Moses reminds them 
of Baal Peor. At Shittim many Israelites had sexual relations with women from Moab. 
Eventually these relationships led to the acceptance and worship of the idols of Moab. One deity 
to whom some Israelites bowed was Baal Peor. These idolatrous Israelites were sentenced to 
death. Moses contrast these disobedient Israelites to those standing before him, alive and poised 
to enter Canaan. This contrast pointedly gave them the message, “Keep God’s commandments 
and live in blessing or violate them and die cursed.” This lesson sounds harsh to us today. 
However, remember the Israelites still respond to fear and consequence more often than God’s 
repeated expressions of love and redemption.  

How do we understand blessings and suffering today? Do we see these as related to sin or 
righteousness? How does God’s revelation of himself in Jesus help us in understanding sin and 



righteousness and the consequences that follow? How do we see the benefits of obedience in our 
lives? Can we name some moments when our disobedience caused us pain?  

Deuteronomy 4:6:  
It was an age of polytheism, and the surrounding nations feared the gods of conquering armies 
and went after the gods of people who prospered and engaged in sensual pleasure. Therefore, the 
testimony of Israel about their God and his loving works proved vital. Listen to the attributes 
Moses extols to the people concerning their witness to God. It is not the attributes of might and 
power, though God is omnipotent. It is rather the attributes of wisdom and understanding. The 
nations needed to witness God’s divine wisdom and understanding through the actions of the 
Israelites. The Mosaic Law was fundamental to their developing such wisdom and 
understanding. Later in Proverbs, Solomon will repetitively extol the virtues and benefits of 
God’s wisdom. Solomon will tell us that they are to be desired above all other gifts. Read 
Proverbs 3:13-18. Others will know the greatness of our God based upon the witness of how we 
treat one other. In John 15:9-17 Jesus proclaims the power of love and grants it the status of his 
highest command. In I John 4:7-21 the author records the importance of our relationships with 
each other. From the early writing of the Old Testament to the gospels and epistles of the New 
Testament we read that our greatest witness to the world is found in our love for one another. 
True wisdom and understanding are always grounded in love. Israel was to learn such love 
through obedience to the Law.  

When we think of “our witness” in the world, do we take seriously our treatment of another and 
our relationships with others? How do you think God’s wisdom and understanding can be 
revealed through your life and the life of your church?  

Deuteronomy 4:7:  
As stated in prior lessons, there was a distinct division between the eternal and the temporal. We 
could not see God, touch God, or encounter God without permission to do so. Thus, God often 
speaks through the intermediaries, the angels. This division was not unique to the Israelites. Most 
cultures in Moses’ day dared not get too close to their gods. Though this reverence and respect 
for the divine realm was very important in Israel’s growing understanding of God, Moses 
statement here is still profound. “Our God is near to us when we pray.” Prayer is the one 
discipline that allowed them to speak to God directly, and helped them understand that God 
heard their prayers. They may have stood at a distance from God, but God was close to them. 
Prayer was the avenue to speak to and encounter the righteous God of love and mercy. In 
Hebrews 10:19-25 the author reveals that in Christ the great chasm between the divine and 
human has been erased. God has joined humanity in Jesus! We now, through Jesus Christ, can 
approach God, who has always been near to us. What a great witness Israel had in the near 
eastern world! No other nation could draw close to their gods in prayer like the Israelites. The 
God of Israel offered a closeness the world could observe in Israel’s prayers and in the wise 
behavior that followed. The world of the Israelites would stand in awe and wonder at such 
nearness. It was not a distant god who gave Israel the Law. It was the one true God, and he was 



always near! This nearness revealed a tenderness and compassion in God’s nature. Yes, there are 
serious consequences for disobedience, and there is meaningful fulfillment in obedience. Yet, the 
God of love who has drawn near uses both for Israel’s good and the redemption of the world. 

In your prayers do you understand and experience a “drawing near to God?” If not, why not? Is 
our prayer life and the life that emerges from our prayers a witness of God’s righteous love for 
us, the church, and the world?  

Deuteronomy 4:8-13:  
Our lesson closes with Moses’ strong statement concerning the importance of God’s law as the 
foundation for Israel’s relationship with God, with each other, and the world. Israel could not 
subjectively choose behaviors they liked and ignore those they considered too strict. Israel could 
not adopt the rules and decrees of neighboring tribes and meld them into their understanding of 
right and wrong. No, Israel received their law from God. It should be noted what a marvelous gift 
the law of God has been to all of humanity. Entire civilizations have structured their 
understanding and enactment of law based upon the law given to Moses. The Judeo/Christian 
ethic that courses through the life of our nation is founded upon the Mosaic Law. Its contribution 
to humanity is remarkable and we should stand in awe before it. No other nation in Israel’s world 
had such a gift! Now Israel was to enact that gift in their individual lives and their community of 
faith; and, they were to do so in a manner the world would notice, and eventually desire. Moses 
reminds us that the entire law rested upon the Ten Commandments. No interpretation by their 
judges could violate these 10 fundamental laws. They give meaning to all other law. Thus, the 
Decalogue should always be handled with holy hands and hearts filled with reverence and 
respect. Jesus will later embody the eternal and spiritual message of the law in and through his 
life. He said in Matthew 5:17, “Do not think I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 
have not come to abolish them, but to fulfill them.” Therefore, the church of Jesus must still 
reverence and most importantly obey the law and embrace the values the law creates.  

Do you think the Ten Commandments still maintain their important role in our society? In our 
church? In us? If we could identify the foundation for our moral and ethical behavior, what 
would it be? Is our moral behavior based on obedience to God or have we adopted other 
cultural laws that conflict with the Ten Commandments?  

Lesson Summary:  
Law is a term we most often use or understand in a negative context. We speak of “breaking the 
law,” or ask, “Is a person law-abiding?” We live trying not to violate law for we know there are 
consequences. This lesson reminds us of the Law’s beauty, holiness and importance. Society 
would be absolutely chaotic with the Law. There remain consequences for violating the law of 
God, however; these consequences also lovingly provide order and keep us safe. The Law 
provides the principles for us to create a just society. For the church, the Law of God is a witness 
to the wisdom and understanding of God and proclaims to the world that this wisdom and 
understanding have been embodied in Jesus Christ. Our commitment to Christ is a commitment 



to all that is just and righteous. The Law is eternal in nature and substance. In Matthew 5:17 
Jesus taught, “. . . until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, nor the least stroke of 
the pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.” Thus, our 
obedience is to the eternal God who gave us the divine gift of the Ten Commandments.  

Prayer:  
Almighty God, giver of every good and perfect gift, we thank you for the gift of your Law. We 
thank you for the wisdom revealed in your holy commandments, and pray to be filled with that 
wisdom. Empower us to handle your eternal word with holy hands and hearts, to read it with 
open eyes and minds, and obey it with faith and courage. In Jesus name, Amen. 

Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com.  

 

Active Faith 

Fall Quarter: Responding to God’s Grace  

Sunday school lesson for the week of October 13, 2019 
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 

Lesson Scripture: I Kings 17:1-24 
Key Verse: I Kings 17:16 
The jar of flour was not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry, in keeping with the word of 
the Lord spoken by Elijah.  

Lesson Aim: We are to learn that our understanding of God’s faithfulness leads to courageous 
faith. We are to recognize that courageous acts of faith increase our character, our trust, our faith, 
and our comfort in God and his promises.  

Geographical context:  
The events of our narrative occur in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Israel has divided into the 
Northern Kingdom, often known as Samaria, and the Southern Kingdom, most often referred to 
as Judah. King Ahab rules over the north. He is an arrogant, rebellious king who married Jezebel, 
a Zidonian and princess of Sidon. Under Jezebel’s influence, rebellious Ahab has turned northern 
Israel into a kingdom that trusts in Baal. After confronting Ahab and Jezebel in the name of God, 
Elijah is led by God to a site near a small brook called Cherith. After the brook dries, Elijah is 22 
miles north of Tyre to the city of Zarephath. It is in Zarephath that Elijah encounters the starving 
widow and her son.  

Historical and theological reflection upon events introducing the narrative:  
Much like Moses, Elijah speaks with the authority of God. He confronts Ahab and Jezebel who 



have led northern Israel into idolatry. The Northern Kingdom no longer recognizes the city of 
Jerusalem as capital, thus removing themselves from the temple and the worship of God. This 
geographical distance, accompanied by the leadership of an idolatrous king and queen, too easily 
leads the people into the worship of Baal. The Canaanites were basically an agricultural people 
and thus were fond of the Baal who is believed to control the dew and the rain. Elijah is led to 
confront the Baal and prove the Israelite God is not only more powerful, but also that his God is 
above all other gods. Elijah proclaims to Ahab and Jezebel that all rain will cease until God 
allows it to return. Few events of nature were more feared than drought. Though underwater 
springs existed throughout Israel, drought meant no food, and therefore, starvation. This was no 
mild rebuke that Elijah pronounces. It is a stinging rebuke of Ahab, Jezebel, and the Baal they 
worship. Elijah is led to an area near the brook of Cherith. We often fail to recognize that the 
pain and suffering of drought were also experienced by Elijah. On his way to Cherith, it is almost 
certain that he passed withering plants and crops. He will place his life in God’s protective care, 
and his faith will be tested daily. The brook of Cherith narrows daily as it dries, and the ravens 
bring bread for only one day. Elijah’s faith was enacted one day at a time. As the Israelites 
depended upon God’s manna each day, so Elijah would depend upon the ravens sent by God. 
Eventually the brook dries and Elijah is led northward to the city of Zarephath. However, he is a 
different man. His faith and trust in God was stronger than when he arrived at Cherith. Again, his 
faith had been tested. Like refined gold and silver, the drought helped purify and strengthen his 
faith. Not only is his faith increased, his understanding of God’s power and care is stronger as 
well. He leaves Cherith with a greater awareness of the faith within him, and more aware of 
God’s sovereignty and care. It is in Zarephath that he encounters the widow and her son in our 
narrative. The mighty prophet now meets a weak, starving mother and son.  

Theological, historical and experiential reflection upon I Kings 17: 8-24: 

I Kings 17: 8-9:  
We immediately encounter the oft repeated phrase that is far more profound and beautiful than it 
appears. This is more than an introduction to a narrative. This phrase is stating that when Elijah 
had every reason to be afraid and to question God, “the word of the Lord came to Elijah.” The 
brook has dried. Elijah must now wonder if he too is going to die. Is he questioning God? “Did 
you lead me here only to allow me to die?” he might have asked.  

How often have we experienced frightening distress and pain, and later discover that God and his 
word were present? The word of the Lord can come to us intuitively in prayer, through the loving 
words of another, or through something written. In other words, the word of the Lord can come 
at any time, in any place, in any form God chooses. The great truth is: it always comes! The text 
does not reveal how the word came to Elijah, we know only that it did. God is calling Elijah to 
another place. God often calls us out of our distress to another place in life. We would like to 
think it is a place far less fearful, and certainly more comforting. However, Elijah is called to a 
city in the very heart of Jezebel’s native territory. He must have felt as though he moved from 
the frying pan into the fire! However, God is going to do something in and through Elijah in that 



city. Often answers to prayer do not occur as we might think or hope. However, God is 
accomplishing his higher will through us. Consequently, we experience great spiritual benefit.  

Can you recall an experience in which God’s word came to you? How did you recognize that 
word? How do we ensure a word is from God and not our own desire? Can you share an 
experience in which you felt God had not answered your prayer, or answered it in a manner you 
didn’t expect only to later see God’s wisdom and love at work in a more meaningful manner?  

I Kings 17:10a:  
“So he went up to Zarephath.” What a simple yet remarkable statement. Without hesitation and 
argument Elijah obeys. He knows where Zarephath is located, and that he is traveling into the 
heart of Jezebel’s homeland. In contrast to the disbelieving Israelites who grumbled and 
complained about every possible hardship, Elijah just goes. From where did he muster such 
faith? His courageous faith was developed at Cherith where he depended upon God daily for 
food and water. God had provided at Cherith; why should Elijah fear going to Zarephath? It is 
important to recognize that in the difficulties and struggles of life God is strengthening our faith. 
No moment is wasted. This is the very definition of hope. Hope is the belief that no matter what 
happens, God is present and using that moment to accomplish his high and perfect will. Paul was 
a great believer in hope. Read II Cor. 8-11. Few statements on hope are better than this one. We 
can be a people of hope, and therefore of strong faith.  

Can you recall a recent time of struggle that actually increased your faith? Are there Zarephaths 
in our life that we try to avoid because we are not trusting God as we should? 

I Kings 17:10b:  
It was customary for the leaders and elders of the town to sit at the city gate. As he approached 
the gate Elijah did not address them in the narrative. Instead he calls out to one who would have 
been scorned, ignored and deemed unimportant. Widows and orphans lived through painful 
circumstances. God specifically called on Israel to act justly toward them. However, they were 
often ignored by Israelites as they were by the residents of Zarephath. Elijah’s calling to the 
widow was the perfect way to escape Jezebel’s death penalty for anyone who did not worship 
Baal. Perhaps Elijah did not recognize God’s prevenient wisdom in his calling to the widow, but 
he had to eventually recognize he was much safer in her care than any of the men at the gate. 
Who would expect to find a prophet with a poor widow? She must have been stunned when 
Elijah called to her, and what he asked of her. He asked a poor, starving widow for one of the 
most precious commodities in the land – water. Should the well ever begin to dry she would be 
among the last to receive its dwindling water. The drought has already created havoc and death 
in the land. Elijah himself witnessed the drying up of the brook at Cherith. Without city and rural 
wells people would have perished. He interrupts her for a little water. God will often use 
unexpected people in unexpected ways to accomplish his will through us.  



Can you think of someone God used in your life that you never expected? How did they enter 
your life and what was accomplished? 

I Kings 17:11-12:  
Thankfully she had access to water through the city well. However, Elijah’s next request would 
sound more incredible and almost uncaring. He wants a poor starving widow to feed him when 
the food supply greatly suffered due to drought. Elijah’s request for bread may not sound 
uncaring to us, but bread was her last food. Bread meant sustenance in the land. Jesus prayed, 
“Give us this day our daily bread.” Elijah was saying to the widow, “Give me this day your daily 
bread.” What God asks of us does not always appear logical. It was illogical to ask a starving 
woman for bread! Saint Paul would later confess that some actions and requests of God sound 
foolish to the world. Read I Cor. 1:15. Now we hear the desperate painful conditions in which 
this widow and her son live. How thin and ashen she must have appeared as she suffered 
malnutrition. Certainly, Elijah recognized her pitiful condition. She is preparing their last meal. 
We can’t help but think of Jesus’ final meal with his disciples. How somber the mood of the 
room must have been. It is difficult to imagine preparing a last meal for myself, but especially 
difficult to imagine doing it for my children. It is important to remember that she fought to live, 
and fought to keep her son alive as we would. She too would have clung to every second of 
precious life. Now she recognizes she has lost the fight, and resigns herself to death. She was 
certainly surprised at Elijah’s request and offers her reason for having to turn him away. She 
adds the strong oath, “As surely as the Lord your God lives,” to let Elijah know she is being 
truthful. She isn’t willfully breaking the law of hospitality; she has good reason to deny his 
request. They are dying.  

Can you remember a time when you were asked to do something for Christ the world might deem 
foolish? Did you find it difficult to obey? Why? Can you relate to how difficult this request must 
have sounded to the widow? How do you imagine you might have responded to Elijah?  

I Kings 17:13-14: 
This verse begins with three words spoken by Elijah. They are incredible and unexpected by the 
widow. He says, “Be not afraid.” I often sat with parents in surgical waiting rooms, waiting to 
hear a report from the doctor about their child. I have been asked tough questions while waiting. 
One woman asked me, “God will not let my daughter die, will he?” How do we look into the 
face of people who are living against a backdrop of darkness and death and say, “Be not afraid?” 
These three words have been spoken throughout scripture when people faced uncertainty and 
death. The book of Joshua is peppered with the statement as Israel enters Canaan. In John 14 
Jesus was speaking the same truth as he prepared for his own death. “Do not let your hearts be 
troubled, neither let them be afraid.” From where does one gain the power to confidently speak 
those words? There is no hesitation in Elijah’s assertion. Cherith had everything to do with 
Elijah’s ability to speak confidently of God’s care. He knew from experience that God could 
provide what was needed. The Lord had provided food from ravens and water from a narrowing 
brook. Now he could calm the fear of a dying widow and offer God’s promise of meal and oil 



every day until the crisis of the drought has passed. Our past struggles become the pulpits from 
which we proclaim the good news of God’s love. We can remember when we too were fed by 
God in our weakness. From our past experiences we can say to another in crisis, “Do not be 
afraid.”  

Can you remember a moment when someone was used of God to say to you, “Be not afraid?” 
Can you recall those moments when you were used by God to comfort another? Is there an 
experience from your past that has given you great confidence in God’s love and care?  

I Kings 17:15-16:  
These words also strike us as remarkable. “She went away and did as Elijah had told her.” As we 
read of Elijah’s great faith it is easy to overlook the faith of the widow. She had no previous 
knowledge of Elijah. She lived in a land that did not worship Elijah’s God. E,lijah risked his life 
to travel to Zarephath. The widow too risked her life, and the life of her son by believing Elijah’s 
message from the God of Israel. Some might conclude she had a faith of desperation. However, 
most miracles recorded in the gospels occurred when desperate people had nowhere else to go, 
except to trust Jesus. The woman with the issue of blood was just one of many examples. She 
had spent all she had seeking healing. There was nothing left to do except crawl through a crowd 
and touch Jesus’ garment. The widow’s faith is equally beautiful. Who among us has not been at 
the end of our rope? Who hasn’t been desperate, or felt hopeless? Yet, we trust God by faith and 
find a source of strength and comfort the world cannot offer.  

In what way can you relate to the widow? Can you name an experience in which you felt your 
faith in Christ sustained you when nothing else could?  

Reflection and Summary:  
Faith is more than a means to an end, it is a way of life! Living in utter trust of God’s goodness is 
rewarding and above all, meaningful. Faith not only sees us through adversity, it increases 
character and, faith itself expands upward toward God and outward toward the world. Life is rife 
with change and the unexpected. Our faith is in our unchangeable, eternal Lord. Thus, we remain 
anchored in life and yet simultaneously are freed to, in the words of St. Paul, “run the race.” (II 
Tim. 4:7) Elijah never expected to exist daily by a narrowing brook, to depend upon the birds of 
the air to bring him bread, or travel into the heart of frightening Zarephath. He never expected 
God to prompt him to encounter the widow, and certainly, prior to Cherith, he might have been 
less confident about God performing the miracle of the meal and the oil. The Elijah we meet at 
the end of the narrative is even stronger in faith and character than the prophet confronting Ahab 
and Jezebel. We will always encounter the unexpected. However, we believe God leads us 
through such moments and accomplishes something in and through us that we cannot imagine. 
St. Paul expresses it well, “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of 
man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” (I Cor. 2:9) 



Prayer:  
Almighty God, who fills the heavens and the earth, we live in the wonder of your knowing and 
loving us. We thank you for the gift of faith, and all of its fruit. We trust you as we walk together 
through life, believing no moment is wasted, and that all things work for the good. In Jesus 
name, Amen. 

Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com.  

 

South Georgia Advocate to continue using Standard Lesson Quarterly/Uniform 
Series for winter, future Sunday school lessons 

For years, the South Georgia Advocate has provided weekly Sunday school lessons as a resource 
to churches and Sunday school teachers. We are profoundly grateful for the gifted and Spirit-led 
writers – all South Georgia Conference laity and clergy – who have given of their time and 
talents to provide this much loved and well-used resource. 

This fall, Cokesbury departed from the Scope and Sequence of the Uniform Series for their Adult 
Bible Studies (the quarterly curriculum published by United Methodist Publishing House). We 
were unaware of this change and continued to follow the Standard Lesson Quarterly, based on 
the International Sunday School Lessons (ISSL)/Uniform Series.  

After conversations with many throughout our conference and reading the responses of our 
survey, we have decided to continue using the Standard Lesson Quarterly/Uniform Series for the 
2019/2020 winter quarter and the future. It is our understanding, based on our conversations and 
the survey results, that this is the desire of many in our conference.  

Thank you for being a faithful Advocate reader and for how you faithfully live out your calling 
as a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

 

Open your hands!  

LEADERSHIP REALLY MATTERS 
ANNE BOSARGE 
REV. JAY HANSON 

One of my favorite things about children’s ministry is observing how children relate and interact 
with each other. This summer we held Art Camp at our church, and I watched as two young kids 
were in a tiff over who was going to hold the pool noodle for the next game. Each one had their 
hands clutched tightly around one end and the adult was trying to pry their hands away so they 
could actually play the game. They each wanted so desperately to be in control and to be first. 



They weren’t in a position to enjoy the game because they were so obsessed with who was “in 
charge.” Sound familiar?  

We’ve all been that kid – attempting to exert control. Prioritizing control at the expense of the 
future. Where did this start? When did we get so wrapped up in being the masters of our own 
destinies, the owners of everything we desire? This possessive nature traces its roots back to the 
garden of Eden. Eve saw something she wanted and grabbed it.  

In the garden, Eve wasn’t happy with her role – tending the garden wasn’t enough. Walking in 
the cool of the day with God wasn’t enough. She wanted to be more like God – she wanted to be 
God. She took hold of the chance to gain what she wanted – to know and understand good and 
evil. She took a bite of fruit and as the juice filled her mouth, so did shame, guilt, grief, loss, 
pride, and sin. So much sin. She wanted to control – to have more than she was ready for; to be 
independent and in charge of her own life. But in her quest for independence, she found herself 
completely dependent on God’s grace. In trying to have it all, she lost it all. In closing her hands 
around that fruit, she gave up what she needed most – intimacy with God.  

What if Eve had not closed her hands around that fruit? What if she waited with open hands and 
took what she received from God instead of pushing forward with her own will and wants? Let’s 
be honest – if Eve hadn’t done it, one of us would. Keeping an open-handed posture in terms of 
what we want is difficult for all of us. We think we know best. We want what we want when we 
want it. But more often than not that’s not what’s actually best.  

Imagine what your life would be like if you lived with open hands! Receiving what God wants 
you to have when He wants you to have it and then giving it away and sharing with others when 
He wants you to be generous. Giving and sharing; in and out; being blessed and blessing others – 
this would be the rhythm of our lives without a struggle for control. Sounds pretty amazing, 
right?  

How do we live with open hands?  

• Release control over things that were never within your control. Your way isn’t the right 
way; God’s way is the right way. He is in control of all things – the only thing you can 
control is yourself and your reactions.  

• Refuse to let fear determine your behavior. We often hold tight to things because we’re 
scared to lose them. We’re afraid that if we let go, God won’t give us something to 
replace what we’ve lost. The reality is that sometimes God can’t give you a new blessing 
because you’re holding on too tightly to the old one. Sometimes blessings come with an 
expiration date – we need to be willing to release them so we can receive what is next.  

• Be willing to be uncomfortable. It’s uncomfortable to release what is known and 
exchange it for what is unknown. But the unknown with God is so much more than 
anything we have in our hands right now.  



• Assume a posture of humility. It’s difficult for us to admit we’re dependent on God. We 
like to think we have it all together and that because of our talent and hard work we’re 
able to accomplish great things. It takes humility to admit everything we have and are 
comes from Him.  

• Open your mind to new things. Control causes our vision to narrow – we only see what’s 
in our hands and what is right in front of us. This prevents us from seeing a bigger 
picture. Opening our hands to what God has allows us to gain a better, bigger picture of 
the world and see how God has equipped us to engage the world.  

• Seek after God. When we clench our fists and try to control, it’s a protective posture – we 
defend what we have and cannot actively seek where God is leading us. We can’t protect 
and seek at the same time, we have to choose. Protection focuses on the past and what is 
known, while seeking focuses on the future and what is unknown. We can’t embrace 
what is possible for God if we’re protecting what is possible for us.  

What will you choose? Tightly closed hands around the blessings you’ve been given in the past 
or open hands ready to give and receive as God intends?  

Jay Hanson, Lead Pastor, and Anne Bosarge, Multi-Campus Director, serve at The Chapel 
Ministries. They love sharing about the ways God is moving in their church. Contact them at 
jay@thechapelministries.com and anne@thechapelministries.com.  

 

What John Wesley says about church growth, part 2 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 
DAVE HANSON 

John Wesley said one of the societies had not grown in more than a year. He attributed this lack 
of growth to one thing: the lack of visiting from house to house.  

If your congregation is not growing, perhaps you should consider the old fashioned practice 
which pastors vow to do at their ordination: “visit from house to house.” 

The Rev. Dave Hanson is a retired pastor and John Wesley scholar.  

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – October 2019 
 
10/01 – David Haygood, Sr.: 100 Lindsey Barron Dr., Apt. 215; Newnan, GA 30263 
10/01 – E. Warren Williams: 761 Myna Dr., Unit 7084; Ellijay, GA 30540 
10/01 – Edwin Willis: 4847 NE Rocky Ford Rd.; Madison, FL 32340 



10/02 – Ross Tracy: 3800 Shamrock Dr.; Charlotte, NC 28215 
10/04 – Riley Middleton, Jr.: 5002 St. Francis Ave.; Columbus, GA 31904 
10/05 – Earl Seckinger: PO Box 766; Springfield, GA 31329 
10/05 – J.W. Womble: 2935 Cherokee St.; Waycross, GA 31503 
10/08 – Bill Dupree: 804 Moore Dr.; Americus, GA 31709 
10/09 – Karen Kilhefner: 7 Mistletoe Court; Savannah, GA 31419 
10/10 – Hugh Baxter: 1272 Smith Bedgood Rd.; Harrison, GA 31035 
10/11 – Vance Riggins: 101 Biltmore Dr.; Guyton, GA 31312 
10/11 – Bob Shell: 210 Castlegate Rd.; Macon, GA 31210 
10/13 – Bill Neely: 149 O’Connor Drive NW; Milledgeville, GA 31061 
10/14 – Jairo Franco: Calle 1a Sur #42a 18 Barrio la Ponderosa; Bogota, Colombia 
10/15 – James Aycock, Jr.: 801 Moore Dr.; Americus, GA 31709 
10/16 – John Bacher: 400 South Main Ave. 106; Pine Mountain, GA 31822 
10/18 – Madison Morgan: 599 Clyo-Kildare Rd.; Clyo, GA 31303 
10/19 – Billy Oliver: 135 Hines Terrace, Macon, GA 31204 
10/20 – Doug Holden: PO Box 20305; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 
10/21 – Stanley Harrell: 319 Crescent Road; Griffin, GA 30224 
10/23 – John Brodess: 803 Moore Drive; Americus, GA 31709 
10/23 – Frank Danner: 1415 Sunrise Ave.; Moultrie, GA 31768 
10/24 – James Duke, Jr.: 102 Clarksville Ct.; Macon, GA 31210 
10/24 – Evelyn Duvall: 10502 Regal View Loop; Clermont, FL 34711 
10/24 – Carl Howard: 154 Ridgeland Dr.; Valdosta, GA 31602 
10/24 – Willis Moore: 3077 Brook Dr.; Decatur, GA 30033-3937 
10/25 – Gene Cochran: 4707 120th Blvd.; Lubbock, TX 79424 
10/25 – Martin Loyley: 1544 Harris Ridge Rd.; Young Harris, GA 30582 
10/25 – Gil Tripp: 1203 Rose Ave.; Americus, GA 31709 
10/27 – Bill Jackson-Adams: 17 Lands End Dr.; Greensboro, NC 27408 
 

Scripture Readings – Oct. 1 

Oct. 6 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Lamentations 1:1-6 
Psalm 137 (UMH 852) 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 
Luke 17:5-10 

Oct. 13 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 
Psalm 66:1-12 (UMH 790) 
2 Timothy 2:8-15 
Luke 17:11-19 



Oct. 20 
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 31:27-34 
Psalm 119:97-104, or Psalm 19 (UMH 75) 
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 
Luke 18:1-8 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 10/1/2019 edition 

Annual SBC21 Leadership & Development Conference – Oct. 5 
The 2019 SBC21 Annual Celebration of Leadership and Development Conference will be held 
Saturday, Oct. 5. Questions? Contact Rev. Earnestine Campbell, associate director 
of Connectional Ministries, at earnestine@sgaumc.com.  

World Communion Sunday – Oct. 6 
World Communion Sunday is one of the six churchwide Special Sundays of The United 
Methodist Church. Our church is at its best when we reach out to sisters and brothers in need. 
World Communion Sunday calls the church to reach out to all people and model diversity among 
God’s children. United Methodists relate to World Communion Sunday by celebrating 
communion with other Christians around the world on this special Sunday. Churches are also 
encouraged to receive an offering to support scholarships for ethnic undergraduate and graduate 
students. Our gifts often enable first-generation students to attend college. 

Lay Speaking Class (Basic), Statesboro – Oct. 11-12 
A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is ready and desirous to serve the 
Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, 
organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A lay speaker has completed the required 
training courses in lay speaking and has been approved by a district or annual conference 
committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local church by witnessing to the Christian 
faith through spoken communication, church and community leadership, and caregiving 
ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct services of worship, preach, and lead 
study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district superintendent. Registration fee for the 
class is $25. This fee covers all materials and lunch on Saturday. 
Registration: www.sgaumc.org/layspeakertraining 

UMW Annual Meeting – Oct. 19 
The 2019 South Georgia UMW Annual Meeting will be held Saturday, Oct. 19 in Columbus, Ga. 

Eagles’ Fall Retreat – Oct. 21-23 
You are invited to join the Eagles, the retired clergy of the South Georgia Conference, for three 
wonderful days at beautiful Epworth By The Sea as they meet to sing together, enjoy great 



programs, host an auction of members’ creations, share meals in the dining hall, and close on 
Wednesday with a service for those whom we have lost the previous year. The names of those 
who have passed away will be read under the Live Oak trees with the ringing of the bell for each 
name. It is a most holy and moving moment for all Eagles. This year's keynote speaker is Rev. 
Dr. Don Adams. The dates will be October 21-23. The retreat begins on Monday afternoon with 
registration beginning at 3 pm. There is a special rate at Epworth for all Eagles. 

Lay Speaking Class (Basic), Waycross – Oct. 25-26 
A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is ready and desirous to serve the 
Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, 
organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A lay speaker has completed the required 
training courses in lay speaking and has been approved by a district or annual conference 
committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local church by witnessing to the Christian 
faith through spoken communication, church and community leadership, and caregiving 
ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct services of worship, preach, and lead 
study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district superintendent. Registration fee for the 
class is $25. This fee covers all materials and lunch on Saturday. 
Registration: www.sgaumc.org/layspeakertraining 

UMW Sunday in Purple – Oct. 27 
Sunday in Purple, sponsored by South Georgia's United Methodist Women, is a day to focus 
on increasing awareness of domestic violence in the United States and to be in solidarity with our 
sisters in South America where domestic violence often involves horrific murders. October is 
domestic violence awareness month in the U.S., and purple is its color. You are encouraged 
to wear something purple on Sunday, Oct. 27 (a ribbon or other item), take a photo, and send it 
to cybanks1946@gmail.com, or text it to 229-868-0381. Get your congregation to 
participate! Ask your pastor to include a special prayer for domestic violence victims and 
those trying to combat it. Download a bulletin insert. 

Lay Speaking Class (Advanced), Statesboro – Nov. 1-2 
A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is ready and desirous to serve the 
Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, 
organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A lay speaker has completed the required 
training courses in lay speaking and has been approved by a district or annual conference 
committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local church by witnessing to the Christian 
faith through spoken communication, church and community leadership, and caregiving 
ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct services of worship, preach, and lead 
study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district superintendent. Registration fee for the 
class is $25. This fee covers all materials and lunch on Saturday. 
Registration: www.sgaumc.org/layspeakertraining 



Wesley Glen’s Golf Tournament – Nov. 4 
One game of golf can make a big difference! Tee off at noon at the beautiful Brickyard Golf 
Club in Macon to support Wesley Glen Ministries. Lunch is provided and you’re guaranteed to 
have a great afternoon! www.wesleyglenministries.com 

Wesleyan College Sunday – Nov. 10 
Each local United Methodist Church in South Georgia is encouraged to take up a special offering 
to support the ministry of Wesleyan College in Macon. To learn more about Wesleyan College, 
visit www.wesleyancollege.edu.  

Lay Speaking Class (Advanced), Waycross – Nov. 15-16 
A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is ready and desirous to serve the 
Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, 
organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A lay speaker has completed the required 
training courses in lay speaking and has been approved by a district or annual conference 
committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local church by witnessing to the Christian 
faith through spoken communication, church and community leadership, and caregiving 
ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct services of worship, preach, and lead 
study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district superintendent. Registration fee for the 
class is $25. This fee covers all materials and lunch on Saturday. 
Registration: www.sgaumc.org/layspeakertraining 

SEJ Clergywomen’s Retreat – Nov. 18-21 
Calling all SEJ Clergywomen! Register now for Uncharted: Adventuring the Wilderness with 
God, Nov. 18-21, 2019, in Jacksonville, Fla. Registration: $225; At-the-Door: $250. More 
information and registration: www.unchartedconference2019.com/ 

Encounter Youth Retreat – Nov. 22-24 
Encounter is a weekend retreat designed for 6th - 12th grade students where everyone will 
ENCOUNTER God, and each in a very unique way. This retreat will offer passionate worship, 
relevant Bible study and a meaningful time with other teens at Epworth By The Sea on St. 
Simons Island. Click here for more information.  

United Methodist Student Day – Nov. 24 
The United Methodist Student Day Special Sunday Offering helps provide funds for scholarships 
and loans for United Methodist students. Student Day gifts make a real difference for those who 
hope to attend college. Ninety percent (90%) of the offering goes toward funding the many 
scholarships and loans administered by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
(www.gbhem.org) and ten percent (10%) stays within our state and goes to Georgia UM-related 
schools for merit scholarships.  Contact the Georgia Commission on Higher Education and 
Collegiate Ministry  (770-854-7283 or www.umcommission.org) or click here for more 
information and promotional materials. 


