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Historic downtown Savannah church looks to renovate, rebuild for the future 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

The church is not the building, but the people. 

But the building is a home, a place of identity, and a refuge in times of crisis and need. 

And now, after 92 years, Asbury United Methodist Church’s building needs help. 

Named last month to the Georgia Trust’s 2020 “Places in Peril” list, the historic downtown 
congregation hopes the exposure will help raise awareness of its plight so they can raise funds 
for the building’s restoration. 

The only African American United Methodist church in Savannah’s historic Victorian District, 
Asbury UMC celebrated its 150th birthday this summer. The church, which stands on Savannah’s 
Abercorn Street, dates to 1887 and has served Asbury UMC since 1927.  

But leaks and structural issues have rendered much of the 9,555 square foot building unusable, 
with only the sanctuary able to be used.  

Deferred maintenance has caught up with the congregation, says pastor Rev. Debora Shinhoster-
Richards, and while the congregation has long been a vital community partner, repairs and 
restoration would help it minister more fully. 

“Right now, we’re very limited on what we can do for ministry and being in community with our 
neighbors,” Rev. Shinhoster-Richards said. “I think if the congregation could make the 
restoration a reality, it would mean life for the church, for the congregation. The church would 
be able to be a part of the community again and once again open its doors to its neighbors, to the 
community.” 

The decision to proceed with repairs and restoration was a year-long process of discernment and 
prayer, said Asbury UMC member Odessa Lovett.  

Faced with the choice of remaining in the historic building, merging with another United 
Methodist congregation, or seeking a new place of worship, on May 4 the congregation voted to 
stay, renovate, and preserve the church. 

Once the decision to remain and restore was made, the church’s renovation team sought 
resources and programs to help, which led them to the Georgia Trust.  

Designed to raise awareness about Georgia’s significant historic, archaeological, and cultural 
resources, including buildings, structures, districts, archaeological sites and cultural landscapes, 
the Places in Peril program seeks to identify and preserve historic sites threatened by demolition, 
neglect, lack of maintenance, inappropriate development, or insensitive public policy. 



Lovett hopes money and grants will follow the attention brought to the church by being named to 
the list. 

“The title may give one pause, but the support of the Georgia Trust definitely does not,” said 
Lovett, chairperson of the renovation team, of the church being named to the Places in Peril list. 
“Now we have this resource at our disposal and we look forward with great anticipation to 
working with the Georgia Trust to accomplish our goals.” 

Their number one priority is fixing the roof leak, she said. They’ll take repairs one step at a time, 
but the roof is of utmost importance. 

Also important is preserving the church’s history, Lovett said. The congregation felt strongly that 
the church should be saved, she said, noting that the church is rich with history and significance. 

Asbury UMC was instrumental in establishing Haven Home, the only African-American 
boarding school for girls; was the meeting place for the first African-American Boy Scout troop; 
and played a leadership role in establishing the Bethlehem Center, now known as the Wesley 
Community Center. 

“We know that the church is the body, but over time, buildings become more than just a place to 
conduct business. They have a residual energy and memory of all those who came before. And 
we want the legacy of that, and the legacy of our contribution to the community … to continue,” 
Lovett said. “That is first and foremost. None of this means anything if we can’t be of 
importance in our community, if we can’t reach out to our community. We’ve been doing that 
even while challenged, but we want the opportunity to fix the edifice in which we work so that 
we can go above and beyond even our own expectations to leave that legacy and do more in our 
community. 

“We see the beauty of this place and want to do everything we can to preserve it.” 

 

Smith honored with Francis Asbury award 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Dr. Jonathan Smith, director of the Georgia Southern Wesley and Savannah Wesley 
Foundations, was recently honored by The Georgia United Methodist Commission on Higher 
Education and Collegiate Ministry with the Francis Asbury Award. 

The national award is presented annually by the General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry of The United Methodist Church to a person who fosters the church’s ministries in 
higher education at the local, district, or annual conference level. 

The award recognizes Dr. Smith for cultivating student leaders at GSU and growing the GSU 
Wesley Foundation; his vision, leadership, and work with the Young Clergy Academy; his role 
as a coach for other campus minsters and ministries in South Georgia; and his leadership and 



ministry in Savannah with the Foundery Coffee Pub, Georgia Southern’s Armstrong Campus, 
Savannah College of Art and Design, and Savannah State University. 

“He’s such an incredible asset to the whole state,” said Rev. Michael McCord, executive director 
of the UM Commission. “This is a testament to his leadership and commitment to empowering 
students. This is just a small representation of the great work he’s doing and appreciation for 
what he is doing for our denomination and for the lives of college students in Georgia.” 

In presenting the award, Rev. Rebecca Duke-Barton, president of the UM Commission and 
pastor of Jesup First United Methodist Church, spoke of Dr. Smith’s influence and impact. 

“The vitality of the Wesley ministry at Georgia Southern is due to a movement of the Holy Spirit 
and the hard work of Jonathan Smith,” she said. “Georgia Southern is a ministry that is fruitful, 
both in terms of numbers of students coming to worship and study, but also in the fruit of 
discipleship we see in the college students coming through the program. Students are hearing a 
message of the grace of Jesus Christ, and seeing that message lived out daily.” 

Dr. Smith, who has served the Georgia Southern University community since 2015, said that he 
is grateful for the ministry God has given him. 

“I’m humbled to receive this award and thankful to be recognized for the work I get to be a part 
of every single week,” he said. 

 

St. Marys United Methodist Church Foundation announces fall grant recipients  

The Board of Directors of the St. Marys United Methodist Church Foundation, Inc. has approved 
grants for the Fall 2019 Grant Cycle. Grants totaling $758,000 were made to 12 organizations the 
week of December 2, 2019. The following is a brief description of each recipient and the purpose 
of the grant. 

Organizations Serving Southeast Georgia: 

Coastal Outreach Soccer – Coastal Outreach Academies 
(www.coastaloutreachacademies.com)  

A $25,000 challenge grant to Coastal Outreach Soccer-Coastal Outreach Academies to provide 
general operating support. The Coastal Outreach Soccer Program is a 12-month after school 
soccer based and academic enrichment program for at-risk youth. The program was founded in 
2004 through a collaborative effort involving the Glynn County School System, Brunswick 
Recreation Department, and local certified coaches.  

Faithful Love, Inc. (www.faithfullove.net)  

A $30,000 grant to Faithful Love, Inc. to provide funds for staff support. Faithful Love reaches 
out to women ages 18 and above who are victims of sex trafficking or sexual exploitation in the 



Brunswick, Glynn County, and surrounding areas. The purpose of Faithful Love is to help these 
women find the strength and courage to leave their situations and find complete healing and 
restoration through faith-based, long term therapy programs that focus on trauma healing as well 
as addiction recovery.  

Gathering Place (www.thegp.org) 

A $50,000 challenge grant to provide general operating support including a new Campus 
Ministry Associate. This staff person will bring consistency and growth to services at Frederica 
Academy, while also building on their current presence at Glynn Academy. Their strategic goal 
is to serve a broader demographic beyond the focus on Brunswick students, to better serve more 
students at Frederica and Glynn Academies. Gathering Place reaches students with the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, equips students to be effective Christian leaders, and sends students to impact their 
communities and their world.  

Habitat for Humanity of Glynn County (www.HFHGlynn.org)  

A $75,000 challenge grant to provide support to the HFH neighborhood, “Century Place,” in 
downtown Brunswick. Habitat for Humanity of Glynn County works in partnership with God 
and individuals to develop homes in communities for those in need by building and renovating 
houses, creating decent homes in neighborhoods where people can live and grow into all that 
God intended.  

Morningstar Children and Family Services (www.morningstarcfs.org)  

A $50,000 grant to provide operational support. Morningstar Children and Family Services, Inc. 
serves children and youth living on their Brunswick campus through three primary services: 
residential care, mental health care and therapeutic foster care services. Mental health services 
are also provided as a community family resource. 

Salvation Army-St. Marys Service Center (www.salvationarmygeorgia.com)  

A two-year grant commitment in the amount of $233,000 in support of the local Pathway of 
Hope initiative. An initial grant amount of $93,000 will be provided in December 2019. The 
second year of funding will be offered as a challenge grant to match the remaining $140,000. 
The focus of the Pathway of Hope initiative is to provide services that allow families to break 
through the barriers of poverty to become self-sufficient.  

 

Organizations of the South Georgia Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church: 

Board of Ordained Ministry South Georgia Annual Conference  

(www.sgaumc.org/licensedandordainedministry) 



A $75,000 multi-year grant ($25,000 per year for 3 years, with years 2 and 3 provided as 
challenge grants) to provide operational support for the S3 Program. The S3 Program (Sabbath, 
Study, and Service) is a collaborative, small group, action learning project/experience designed 
to promote and sustain clergy excellence within the South Georgia Annual Conference of The 
United Methodist Church. 

Magnolia Manor (www.magnoliamanor.com) 

A $50,000 challenge grant to provide general operating support for the St. Marys Campus. 
Magnolia Manor is a ministry of the South Georgia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church established to provide long-term care and affordable living to older adults. 

Methodist Home for Children and Youth (www.themethodisthome.org) 

A $35,000 grant to provide operating support for EMBRACE (Establishing Mom and Baby 
Relationships in an Affectionate and Caring Environment). Recently, the Macon campus of the 
Methodist Home opened The Eagle’s Nest Children’s Center to provide affordable daycare for 
the young children of Methodist Home staff, teenage moms that reside on campus, and the local 
community. As a further extension of Eagle’s Nest, the Home is launching the EMBRACE 
program to support young mothers in becoming better parents. The Methodist Home is an 
agency of the South Georgia Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church that seeks to 
provide a healing, nurturing setting for children, youth and families in need through regional 
group homes. 

Open Door Community House (www.opendoorcommunityhouse.org)  

A $75,000 grant to support operations and expansion of the Circles in Columbus poverty 
reduction initiative in Columbus, Georgia. Open Door is an agency of the South Georgia 
Conference of the United Methodist Church. Circles in Columbus addresses the issues of poverty 
by establishing a community that empowers and equips families with the tools and resources 
families need to increase income, decrease debt, and maximize social connections that lead to a 
life free of poverty. 

Wesley Glen Ministries (www.wesleyglenministries.com)  

A $50,000 challenge grant to provide general operating support. Wesley Glen Ministries is an 
agency of the South Georgia Conference of the United Methodist Church dedicated to improving 
the quality of life for adults with developmental disabilities. They serve the unique needs of these 
individuals and help them build skills and confidence that lead to greater independence. Wesley 
Glen provides comfortable, secure homes with round-the-clock care, nutritious meals, safe and 
reliable transportation and support for daily living. They are changing lives every day through 
comprehensive care and creating awareness in their community as to the strengths and barriers 
related to people with disabilities.  



Christian Organizations Working Internationally: 

Partners Worldwide (www.partnersworldwide.org) 

A $200,000 grant to Partners Worldwide to leverage entrepreneurs and job-creators to achieve 
increased sustainability and resilience for vulnerable people in Ghana, West Africa. This grant 
represents the third year of a 4-year partnership between Partners Worldwide and the St. Marys 
United Methodist Church Foundation in support of Hopeline Institute in Ghana, West Africa. 
Partners Worldwide mobilizes long-term, hands-on global relationships to form a powerful 
Christian network that uses business as the way to create flourishing economic environments in 
all parts of the world. 

Grant funds are invested to support Hopeline Institute’s capacity to provide micro, small and 
medium-sized enterprise (SME) business loans, training, mentoring and advocacy-support in the 
four sectors targeted: Agriculture, Manufacturing, Retail, and Service. A portion of the funds 
will be dedicated to an increased focus on long-term impacts through building inclusive 
agricultural value chains, which play an important role in ending poverty by linking small-scale, 
rural, and often marginalized farmers to viable markets. 

The goal of this initiative is to increase Hopeline Institute’s impact on poverty alleviation by 
creating 49,000 new jobs over the 4-year period. With each job supporting on average five 
dependents, over 245,000 lives will be improved in communities of poverty and unemployment. 

Additional information about the St. Marys United Methodist Church Foundation, Inc. is 
available on the Internet at www.smumcfoundation.org or by calling 912-510-9350. 

 

Practice radical generosity on #GivingTuesday, Dec. 3 

#GivingTuesday harnesses the generosity of millions of people around the world to support the 
causes they believe in and the communities in which they live. We believe the movement will 
become the first global day of giving and a year-round platform for strengthening civil 
society.  We invite you to select an organized affiliated with the South Georgia Conference of 
The United Methodist Church. This year, Giving Tuesday is on December 3. Click on a link 
below to give directly to an organization.  
 
Some of the United Methodist organizations accepting donations this Giving 
Tuesday and Georgia Gives Day are: 

Andrew College 
Epworth By The Sea 
Good News Television Ministry 
Magnolia Manor 
Open Door Community House 



The Methodist Home for Children and Youth 
Vashti Center 
Wesleyan College 
Wesley Community Centers 
Wesley Glen 
 

The power of Christmas 

FROM THE BISHOP 
R. LAWSON BRYAN 

As we enter Advent and journey toward Christmas, Sherrill and I want to express our gratitude 
for the privilege of being Alive Together in Christ with you in South Georgia. We wish you a 
very meaningful holiday season. I also want to remind us that more people come to church 
during the Advent and Christmas seasons than any other time of the year. This is a golden 
opportunity to open our doors, our hearts, and our ministries to our entire community.  

This year I encourage us to add one particular reflection to our experience of Advent and 
Christmas. I am referring to the story of “the Christmas truce of 1914.” It happened in France 
during World War One. The German army and the British army were fighting each other. Both 
armies were in trenches separated only by a small area called “No Man’s Land.” An amazing 
thing happened on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 1914. In some areas of that war zone, 
German soldiers began shouting across to their British counterparts, “Merry Christmas.” And the 
Englishmen in the other trenches began shouting back, “Merry Christmas.” The Germans began 
singing Christmas carols. The British responded by singing Christmas carols. They were singing 
in different languages, but they all recognized the Christmas carols. 

After that, discussions were held back and forth among those in the trenches and they agreed to 
have a truce. Nobody voted on this. No government said this had to happen. It wasn't an order 
that had been passed down. In fact, it somewhat mystified the higher up officers. But these 
soldiers in the trenches decided to meet in No Man's Land. They shared with each other food and 
other items --- enjoying time together. They took off their helmets and swapped them with each 
other. There are photographs of German and British soldiers shaking hands and conversing with 
one another. 

All of this happened on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. Why? Because of the birth of Jesus 
Christ. The amazing power of Christmas – even in the midst of a world war – called soldiers out 
of their trenches and enabled them to relate to each other as human beings. What is the power of 
Christmas? It is not limited to 1914. Today we live in a time when it’s possible to be in a 
figurative trench of one kind or another, digging into our various positions. Perhaps feeling like 
others are firing upon us. Perhaps feeling like we’re in a war zone of strained relationships. What 
opportunity do we have in our local churches to come out of our trenches, to meet together for 



Advent/Christmas worship, and to connect with each other and with our communities as human 
beings? What if each United Methodist in South Georgia declared a “Christmas truce” during the 
month of December? This is more than a “feel good” exercise. It is a truce that only Jesus Christ 
can make possible, when we began to know each other as human beings.  

Don’t say it cannot happen. To everyone's amazement it happened on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day in 1914 among people who had been shooting at each other: the Christmas truce. 
I encourage you to do some of your own research. A lot has been written about the Christmas 
truce. There is much that could be shared during Advent and Christmas. Many of the Bible 
passages on which we will be preaching and teaching – from Isaiah, Luke, Matthew, Romans – 
point to the power of Christmas. Some of those passages talk about beating swords into 
plowshares and spears into pruning hooks. Some of them tell of the announcement of peace on 
earth, good will to all. What is the power of Christmas to bring all of this into reality? It 
happened in a war zone in 1914. Let’s make it available to all of our church members and to our 
community so that we can see what God can do with this powerful image in our own day and 
time. May the Christmas truce begin in each of our local churches and spread throughout the 
communities of South Georgia.  

Alive Together in Witness, 

R. Lawson Bryan 

 

Connectional Ministries' Leadership Tour 2020 to kick off Jan. 5 in Statesboro 

The Office of Connectional Ministries will kick off its 2020 Leadership Tour Sunday, Jan. 5 in 
Statesboro. The leadership tour, which has four stops, is aimed at equipping and empowering 
local church leaders.  

The 2020 Leadership Tour, which will travel to Statesboro, Warner Robins, Camilla, and 
Hinesville, will offer practical teaching and resources to inspire and help local church leaders 
lead with confidence. Similar to the Pathways training event, participants will choose two paths, 
or classes, to take to enrich their ministry. This free event is sponsored by the Office of 
Connectional Ministries. Click here for more information. 

 

Students to tour colleges, campus ministries during 2020 Campus Crawl 

Campus Crawl, set for Feb. 27-29, 2020, is a bus tour designed to introduce 9th-12th grade 
students to United Methodist colleges and campus ministries around the state. In one weekend, 
high school students will meet representatives from our United Methodist colleges and 
universities in Georgia as well as meet several Wesley Foundations on public university 
campuses. 



This year we're visiting the following campuses and ministries: KSU, Young Harris, Reinhardt, 
Georgia Tech, Clark Atlanta, LaGrange, West Georgia, and Emory.  

Want to go? Sign up while the price is LOW (until Jan 1)! Click here for more information and 
to register 

 

David’s Gratitude 

Winter Quarter: Honoring God  

Sunday school lesson for the week of December 8, 2019  
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 

Lesson Scripture: I Chronicles 16:7-36 
Key Verse: I Chronicles 16:8 
“Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; make known among the nations what he has 
done.”  

Aim and Goal of the Lesson  
To learn to appreciate and understand the depth, height, and depth of what it means to praise the 
Lord.  

Historical, Geographical, Theological, and Experiential Background for I Chronicles 16: 7-
36 
Last week’s lesson was a narrative related to bringing the Ark of the Covenant into Jerusalem. 
The themes on the importance of embracing the sacred, of our preparation and our participation 
in worship, were woven into the fabric of the lesson. (Reread the introduction to last week’s 
lesson). The Ark is now in its sacred place in Jerusalem and the worship of God has begun.  

Last week’s lesson also addressed the importance of music in worship. The psalms were a very 
integral part of worship, and the book of Psalms was what we might call, “The Hebrew Hymn 
Book.” David has appointed some of the Levites to lead in worship. These appointments usually 
were related to music. Some were chosen to play particular instruments, and he appointed two 
priests, Benaiah and Jahaziel, to blow trumpets at regular intervals before the ark. However, the 
instruments alone were incomplete without the words of the psalms.  

When one of my churches celebrated its fiftieth year in ministry, our talented minister of music 
commissioned a choral anthem just for that occasion. Today it remains a sacred song for that 
church. David commissioned a psalm by Asaph especially for celebrating the arrival of the ark. 
Many psalms in the book of Psalms are attributed to talented Asaph. It is interesting to note that 
David could write beautiful psalms himself. Who could write a more beautiful psalm than Psalm 
23? This particular psalm in I Chronicles 16 is not in the collection of psalms in the biblical 



canon, however, it does contain segments and expressions found in other psalms. David believed 
in utilizing the gifts and graces of the Israelite congregation. The more people who can 
participate in worship the better! This psalm was not to be offered as a solo or sung by a select 
choir; it was composed for all the musicians and the people of Israel to sing together! We can 
once again read of David’s meticulous preparation for the worship of the Lord that day. Again, 
preparation does not necessarily remove spontaneity, but a lack of preparation can remove flow, 
continuity, and meaning.  

The psalm in our text is beautiful and full of meaning. We will read and seek to understand the 
wonder and majesty of its parts. 

Theological, historical, and experiential reflection on I Chronicles 16:8-12, 28-36 

I Chronicles 16:8 
The psalm opens with an evangelistic imperative that resounds throughout the Bible. God desires 
that all the nations of the earth should hear the name of Israel’s God and what God has done. 
Worship services are opportunities for the Christian family to gather and experience edification 
and empowerment. We are empowered and edified to go forth into the world and share the good 
news of what God has done through Jesus Christ. The worship service is to fill the believing 
congregation with a joy and enthusiasm that must be shared the world. We will address the 
importance of sharing God’s name in verse 10. 

Do you feel your worship services are more about helping those attending to feel better about 
their life, or do you sense an encouragement to take the good news to the world? Can it be both? 
What occurs in the worship service that helps you feel empowered, and what most helps you to 
feel called to go into the world to share the gospel of Jesus? 

I Chronicles 16:9 
Asaph tells us to sing praise! As a young Christian I remember wondering why God needed us to 
tell him how great he is. As I grew in my faith I realized we are asked to praise not because God 
needs to hear how great he is, but rather because we need to remind ourselves of his greatness. It 
helps us to truly worship the Lord when we recognize and “say” how great and good God really 
is! The greater God becomes to us, the humbler we become in worship and life. So, sing praise to 
him! As the verse shifts to the goodness and power of God, we once again hear the evangelistic 
imperative. Early in the Old Testament era, the surrounding polytheistic nations believed the 
gods who performed the most powerful acts were the greater gods. Asaph knows there is only 
one God, who is great, good, and mighty. Thus, he encourages us to “Tell the world of his 
wonderful acts!” Tell the world that Israel’s God is more powerful than all others. For all others 
are powerless, lifeless idols of wood and stone, yet Israel’s God has proven his greatness. Asaph 
wants the congregation to sing of “what God has done!” Again, the world needs to hear what we, 
the faith community, truly and deeply believe and know. 



When you hear the exhortation to praise God, what do you believe you are being asked to do? 
Do you believe you really understand what it means to praise God and why we should praise 
him? If you were composing a psalm that included the great things God has done in your life 
what are some of the things you would list? 

I Chronicles 16:10a  
Here we are told to “glory in his holy name.” First, let’s understand what is meant by “God’s 
name.” In the Old and Testaments, when one performed an act in a person’s name it meant to act 
“within the parameters of that person’s character.” When we pray in Jesus’ name, we are asked 
to pray “as Jesus would pray.” God’s name in the Psalms is also referring to his entire nature. It 
isn’t just referring to the title or name attributed to the Lord. To do anything in God’s name is to 
do it as God’s nature desires we do it. In the Ten Commandments we are commanded not to take 
the Lord’s name in vain. This commandment is not just implying that we should not use God’s 
name or title in unholy speech. It also means that we do not use the Lord’s holy name for 
purposes that contradict and violate God’s character. Thus, if we promise something in God’s 
name and violate that promise we have taken the name of God in vain. We are to glory in the 
nature, the character, and the heart of who God is. Asking that we “glory” in God’s name is 
certainly consistent with our need to understand that God’s name is related to his character.  

While in theology school I had to do a meticulous word study of the word “glory.” This means 
that I examined every single case in which the word was used and examined its meaning in that 
particular context. The one common thread was that glory usually referred to “the nature and 
character of God.” In Colossians 1:27 Paul writes, “Christ in you is the hope of glory.” He is 
stating that it is the indwelling Christ who gives us the hope that we too can live and walk in that 
same nature and character. Thus, when the psalm asks that we glory in the name of God, we are 
encouraged to ascribe to God what we know of his true nature and character. 

When you read a biblical passage that emphasizes the “name of God,” what do you usually 
assume it means? How does the requirement to “not take the Lord’s name in vain” take on 
greater meaning for you when you understand what the Old Testament means by “name?” How 
would you “glory in God’s name?” How does praying in the name of Jesus change the nature of 
your prayers? 

I Chronicles 16:10b  
Now that the psalmist has exhorted us to give God the glory due his name and to tell the world of 
his greatness, the worshipper is encouraged to personally seek our great, powerful Lord. We are 
to seek the Lord “with our heart.” In biblical writing, the heart is understood as the seat of our 
innermost affections. The prescientific Hebrews recognized that without the heart a person could 
not live. It was the organ that pumped blood through the body, and they believed one’s life “was 
in the blood.” Therefore, spiritually, when we seek to love and worship God it must be done 
from the heart. The heart that knows and loves God is spiritually alive! God’s life flows 
throughout our entire being! Therefore, we are not being asked to seek God in a shallow or 



lackadaisical manner. We are to seek God with all we are. Let us rejoice as we seek God, for he 
desires to be found. Asaph emphasizes what is known throughout Scripture: God reveals himself 
to us. Christianity is a faith of revelation. That is, we believe God has chosen by his love to 
reveal himself to us in the most fitting time, in a way we can best understand. God is not hiding 
from us, but desires that we find him! The Lord wants us to know him, to know his glory and 
name. Read Hebrews 1:1-3.  

What do you think Hebrews 1:1-3 means? How do you seek God with your heart in your daily 
life? How intentional are we in seeking God? How is Jesus Christ the ultimate revelation of 
God’s name and glory?  

I Chronicles 16:11  
The world of David and the Israelites was hostile. Tribes attacked tribes, nations warred with 
nations, and empires sought to conquer the world. Military might was of great importance. 
However, David understood that military might was not enough to sustain life, and especially to 
provide meaning and substance to life. Social justice was just as important. It was imperative that 
Israel seek to live with one another justly, take care of those in need, and deal justly with the 
world. Unity was also important for strength. Divided nations possess a short life span. David 
understood that the totality of Israel’s strength had to come from God. Only God could bind 
them together in love, empower them to respect the sacred, and teach them to live in justice. 
Only God’s preservation of Israel could protect them against much larger nations with advanced 
weaponry. Thus, the psalmist writes, “Look to the Lord for strength.” Asaph reminds us to “seek 
his face always.” The phrase “to seek his face” is always used to denote creating and sustaining a 
familiarity with God. Nothing in life grants more power, substance, and purpose than possessing 
a knowledge of God. The word “face” is not to be taken literally. After all, God cannot be 
confined to a human body, and even when God granted us a vision of his presence we were not 
allowed to look. Remember, the Jewish people believed you could not look upon the presence of 
God, or even speak the name of God without God’s permission to do so. When Isaiah saw the 
Lord in the temple, high and lifted up, the prophet’s first words were “Woe is me.” (Isa. 6) When 
Moses was allowed to personally commune with God atop Sinai he asked just to see “God’s 
back,” for he knew he could not look upon God’s face without serious consequence. Remember, 
there was a distinct barrier between the realm of the divine and the temporal. God could be 
present in our world, but we could only enter God’s realm with invitation. Yet, God invites us to 
seek him, and reveals himself in a manner that we can understand. Read Isaiah’s beautiful 
invitation of grace, “Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near.” For 
the people of God, the Lord is always near, and allows us to always find him when we seek him 
with our hearts. In I Cor. 13 Paul proclaims that though there is much we will never fully 
understand, but there is coming a day when we shall see “face to face.” For those who seek God 
in life, Rev. 22:4 promises “we will see his face.”  

When you need strength to face adversity where do you turn? Is our first response one of panic 
as we hurriedly seek a solution, or do we first pray for guidance? How do you seek God’s face in 



your daily walk with Christ? Can you recall a time when seeking God in prayer brought clarity 
in a time of confusion? Where do we see God’s face in life? 

I Chronicles 16:12 
Memory is a dear and precious gift. As we remember a person, we can see their face, hear their 
voice, and recall the moments we spent with them. It allows us to continually embrace those we 
love after their passing. Memory is a great teacher. We can recall what actions brought benefit 
and which ones brought pain. Life is a journey of stepping stones. What we learned yesterday is 
now a step upon which we will build today’s knowledge. We should not be surprised that 
memory is a very important asset and remembering a very important action in the Bible. Israel 
created songs, told inspired stories, wrote sacred texts, and built altars that they might always 
remember the wonderful works of God. Read the first chapter of Joshua. As the people at last 
cross the Jordon and enter into the Promised Land they are told to return to the dry riverbed. 
Each tribe was to choose a stone from the bed of the river and carry it into Canaan. They were 
then called to place those stones atop one another to construct an altar. The narrative reads that 
the altar was to remind Israel of their journey with God into a place of promise, and also was to 
be used to teach that story to all ensuing generations.  

I believe it is still important to teach current generations our songs of faith, to share with them 
how God has worked in our church, and to use symbols to remind them of God’s love and 
goodness. Each time I enter a sanctuary for worship I will always gaze upon the cross on the 
altar, listen to the words of the hymns, and remind myself that I belong to the Church of Jesus 
Christ, a community that not even the gates of hell can prevail against its existence. In worship 
we are reminded of the miraculous. Our conversion was a miraculous moment of grace. The 
ability to worship God and call upon his name is a miraculous act of grace. The love we share in 
worship and life is itself miraculous. We could extend this list, each person adding special 
moments when the miraculous love of God has sustained and given life. In worship we are 
reminded of God’s judgements. For us, this means that great sense of right and wrong we have 
learned through the church. For years in worship we have learned how God expects us to treat 
each other, to care for all people, to confront and change injustice, and to personally live a 
morally upright life.  

Do you spend time in worship remembering all that God has done for you and for the church of 
which you are an important part? Can you remember the teachers and preachers who helped 
you form your moral life? What symbols in your church most remind you of what God has done? 
What is a hymn you have remembered from childhood that is especially meaningful? 

I Chronicles 16:28-29  
Now Asaph turns our attention to the need for all the world and creation to praise and worship 
God. Praise and worship need to fill the heavens and the earth! To “ascribe” means to “put 
something in its proper place.” Asaph is asking that in worship the proper place for adoration, 
praise and glorification is upon the presence of God. “Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his 



name!” As a pastor for 40 years I can honestly and passionately say I do not want such glory and 
adoration upon me! It doesn’t belong to the pastor, choir, or any individual engaged in worship. 
This does not mean we cannot appreciate and thank those God uses as instruments. People do 
need to hear on occasion that what they do is important and effectual. However, anyone can 
become tempted to desire adoration. It doesn’t belong to us! Let all the earth ascribe it to God! 
He alone is worthy of all honor and praise! Psalm 48 is a beautiful psalm of praise, especially as 
that praise flows from the holy city of Jerusalem. Its opening verse reads, “Great is the Lord, and 
most worthy of praise, in the city of our God . . .” 

As we worship God, glorifying his holy name, we are to bring an offering unto the Lord. I am 
afraid the time of offering in worship has become rather “disconnected” from the flow and 
meaning of worship. Giving is as much a part of worship as the hymns and prayers. In worship 
we remind ourselves of God’s greatness and all that he lovingly has done for us. The theology of 
grace includes an understanding of our “response” to that grace. God has loved us, and we 
respond with love. God has given as an expression of divine love and care, we respond with 
offerings and giving that expresses our love and care for Christ and his church. Giving to God is 
a holy act of worship!  

I admit that I love words. I love their beauty and power. The psalmist wants us to worship in the 
light of God’s presence. However, he uses the poetic word “splendor.” This term means far more 
than the simple word “light.” It infers “brilliance.” Splendor is that brilliant, holy light that drives 
us to our spiritual knees, aware that we are in the presence of God.  

How do we in worship ascribe all praise unto God? Is there any act or behavior that distracts 
from this holy act of praise? Does our worship allow the secular world to realize we worship the 
One who is creator, sustainer, and lover of all the world and its people? Does our worship 
reflect the values of the culture, or does it draw the attention of the culture toward the One who 
is greater, higher, and eternal? Is the time of offering in your church an opportunity to respond 
to God’s goodness and love in Christ? What can be done to help the time of giving become an 
act of worship in harmony with the other spiritual dynamics of the service? How can we 
contemplate and meditate upon the fact that when we engage in worship we are invited into the 
realm of the eternal? In what part of the worship service do you most sense the presence of the 
eternal? 

I Chronicles 16: 30-31  
To tremble is to be in a state of utter reverence unto God. In Proverbs the phrase, “the fear of the 
Lord” is frequently used. This is not a destructive fear, but rather the natural response when one 
stands in the presence of the eternal. This reverent fear does not drive us away, but rather drives 
us to our knees. A day is coming, according to Scripture, when all the earth will tremble before 
God. For the Old Testament people, few realities are more stable than the earth itself and the 
heavens above. God created both and sustains them. The earth rotates in perfect tension around 
the sun. The moon and all the surrounding planets move in perfect gravitational tension as well. 



The earth offers its seasons of planting, growing, harvesting, and resting without fail. It is filled 
with an array of color and so many expressions of beauty the poets still cannot adequately 
capture the beauty of what God has made. I am one who loves gazing into a night sky. I stand 
amazed at the order and beauty of creation. I look into a night sky because I need a sense of 
wonder and humility in my life. I believe we all do. Creation itself proclaims the glory of God. 
Read Psalm 19, which opens with the powerful word of praise, “The heavens declare the glory of 
God.” Yes, let us tremble before the One who made heaven and earth. 

However, even the Old Testament people are aware that even the earth can become unstable. It 
can tremble, shake, and cause destruction. Yet, even its times of instability point us to an 
unshakable kingdom, an indestructible reality. Hebrews 12:28 reads, “Therefore, since we are 
receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably 
with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.” If the world God gave us offers 
stability, how much more do we have assurance and confidence in life knowing he has placed the 
unshakable within us! Yes, “the Lord reigns!” 

How important is it for you to seek God in creation? Is this seeking a vital part of your spiritual 
life? What does creation say to you about God? Do you feel confident in life that the eternal life 
given you through Christ is unshakable and indestructible? Can you recall a time when 
everything about you seemed to quake, but your faith anchored and sustained you? 

I Chronicles 16: 32-34  
After calling the entire earth to praise and glorify God, Asaph closes the psalm by reminding 
God’s people of the specific facets of creation that touch their life, and offer praise to their 
maker. First, he addresses the sea. For David and his people, the sea certainly represents the fish 
that feed them and the water they need for life. However, the sea also represents mystery. There 
were depths in the sea the Israelites could not reach and could not experience. The same was true 
for the breadth of the sea. How far does the sea that crashes upon the coast extend? Does it have 
an end? Mystery is a vital, important part of faith. It is not important to know everything, for 
there is knowledge we cannot handle. Even now we struggle ethically with what we know, like 
genetic engineering, and just how far artificial intelligence will take us and what ethical 
dilemmas will arise. Mystery is that facet of life that keeps us seeking and praying. 

Secondly, Asaph notes the jubilant fields! The fields represent the bread of life. The fields 
provide game for hunting, wheat and grains for eating. As the stalks of grain dance in the wind 
they do appear to dance before God in joy. As the fields dance before the Lord, may we dance as 
well! We offer praise to God for the bread we eat. When Jesus taught his disciples to pray 
remember he included, “Give this day our daily bread.”  

Finally, the trees, like the grain, appear to dance in the wind. They even make their own music as 
the leaves rustle. The trees shade us from the heat, provide a place of rest on a journey, and 
house the birds of the air. For Asaph, they appear to clap in praise, ready to welcome God’s 



coming. He will come in righteous judgement. However, in verse 34 we quickly hear that the 
judgement God brings is not based on anger or condemnation. Asaph writes, “Give thanks to the 
Lord, for he is good, his love endures forever.” The creator God who comes in judgement does 
so in goodness and love! 

Do you look daily for God in creation? Do you see expressions of his power, order, and care? 
What is your favorite natural setting for communing with God? 

I Chronicles 16:35-36  
As cited above, many believe Ezra is the author of Chronicles. He is the scribe who brought 
reform and adherence to Jewish law to the returning exiles. Therefore, he would not want to omit 
verses 35-36. Here the psalm turns to a cry for salvation. Israel had fallen and been taken exile 
into Persia. They understood the power other nations held over them when they failed to obey 
God, and they knew the feeling of being disconnected from one another. Thus, Asaph prays that 
the Savior God will gather his people and protect them from surrounding nations. Therefore, in 
verse 36 the people are to offer an Amen to the prayer. It is not always a negative to remember 
the consequences of disobedience. After singing a psalm exalting the Lord for his goodness and 
love, it can be helpful to remember what life is like when we neglect to recognize and fail to 
worship him. Life is better and meaningful with God! Let the people say Amen! 

Summary 
Advent season is upon us. What a great time of year to praise God for his goodness. As we seek 
his face, let us remember that he has shown us his face in a way we could understand: we saw 
the face of God in the Christ child. Advent is filled with its songs of praise and wonder. We 
become more aware of colors, aromas, beauty, and love. We actually love the act of giving! 
Asaph’s psalm calls us to seek, know and worship the Lord of Advent and Christmas!  

Prayer 
Almighty God, how touched we are that you would come to us in Christ. The movement of those 
tiny hands and feet were the movement of hope and life in the world. The cry of the blessed 
infant was the cry calling up to look upward. The innocence of the Christ-child reminds us of his 
suffering that we might regain our own innocence. May we worship your holy name, and 
worship you in truth as the Lord of all splendor. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com.  

 

David’s House 

Winter Quarter: Honoring God  



Sunday school lesson for the week of December 15, 2019  
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 

Lesson Scripture: II Samuel 7:1-17, 24:18-25; I Chronicles 17: 1-15, 21:18-31 
Key Verse: I Chronicles 17:11, 12 
“When your days are over and you go to be with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to 
succeed you, one of your own sons, and I will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build 
a house for me, and I will establish his throne forever.” 

Aim and Goal of the Lesson 
To understand the grand sweep of God’s will at work in the world, and that each of us possess a 
special calling in seeing that will to fruition. To understand that grace is always at work in the 
will of God, even when we make well intentioned mistakes.  

Historical, Geographical, Theological and Experiential study of I Chronicles 17: 1,3,4, 11-
14; 21:18-27 

I Chronicles 17:1  
Temples, altars, and various structures were important to the people of the near eastern world. In 
the Christian era we understand that our body is the temple of the Holy Spirt, and that God 
dwells within us. Remember, there existed a clear distinction between the eternal realm and the 
secular in the Old Testament. For the Old Testament people, God was removed from the people, 
and near only by his choice and invitation. Therefore, a structure in which they believed God 
dwelled was vital for them. They needed a place to approach and believe God was there. Since 
the Lord was present in the structure, they could offer prayers, worship, and seek the Lord. 
Therefore, the Ark of the Covenant was the most vital vessel for interacting with God. Yet, since 
they could not touch it and only the chosen priests could approach it, the ark needed to be 
housed. If the ark dwelled in a house, thus God dwelled in the house. Though the people still 
could not touch the holy ark and depended upon the priests to approach the ark on their behalf, 
being able to look at the house of God at least reminded them God dwelled in their midst.  

What role does your church building play in your faith? What would you most miss if it were not 
present? What occurs in your church building that does not happen elsewhere in life? 

David was a king of great heart and very sensitive. Once settled in Jerusalem he moved into a 
very nice house made of cedar. Cedar was a strong precious wood, used mostly for palaces and 
temples. In the future, Solomon will have the “cedars of Lebanon” shipped to the Israelite coast 
and transported upward to Zion to build the temple of the Lord. No other wood would do.  

David quickly becomes aware that he is dwelling in a beautiful, permanent house while the ark is 
housed in a tent. Since leaving Egypt, the ark has been transported and placed in the tabernacle, a 
portable place of worship constructed of tents. Now that the journey to Canaan was complete and 
a permanent capital constructed, David felt it was time to house the ark in a permanent structure 



as well, and, that structure needed to be grander and more majestic than David’s house. David 
was asking the prophet Nathan, “How can I live in my palace without having built a house for 
God to reside among his people?” Of course, we know that God cannot be contained in any 
structure and is everywhere at all time. But, remember, in David’s world they did not always 
think of God in those terms of depth and breadth. They were just beginning to understand he is 
Lord of the entire world. Furthermore, symbols were extremely important to them. If God’s 
presence could abide upon the Ark of the Covenant, then God could certainly indwell a house, 
which will later become the temple.  

Can you understand how David might have felt while living in a nice house and yet there is no 
structure for God? Remember, this is a day when altars and structures were very important to 
their belief in the presence of God in their midst.  

I Chronicles 3, 4, 11-14  
Yet, God has not yet requested a house for himself. Furthermore, the permanent house of the 
Lord was not to be built by David, but rather by his son Solomon. God sends his word to David 
through the prophet Nathan. Using Nathan as the instrument to share God’s word to David 
reveals the great role of God’s prophets at this time and the great respect the king had for the 
prophet. As the years pass the kings will assume more power for themselves and often ignore the 
prophets. We might recall that Jeremiah was placed under house arrest for delivering God’s 
message to the king, a message that displeased the king. It should be noted that Israel suffered 
and struggled when they ignored God’s prophets. However, during these early years in Israel’s 
history the prophets possessed great power, and thus, David listened. 

Nathan informs David that the king is not the one whom God has chosen to build the temple. 
This dialogue reveals that God chooses those for leadership for particular ministries. Though 
David’s heart was in the right place and he was passionate that God have a house greater than his 
own, it was not God’s will that he build the temple.  

There are occasions when we are the “dreamers” of great ministries, but we may not be the 
person used to help those ministries become a reality. Paul wrote in I Corinthians 3:6-10: I 
planted the seed, Apollos watered it, and God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he who 
waters is anything, but only God who makes things grow. The man who plants and the man who 
waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labor. For, we are 
God’s fellow workers, you are God’s field, and God’s building. By the grace God has given me I 
laid the foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building upon it.  

David will lay a foundation of vision. The foundation will exist in David’s heart, but Solomon 
will build upon it. In hindsight we can understand the wisdom of God in using Solomon rather 
than David. Building a temple and maintaining it would require taxing the people of Israel. 
Under David the kingdom is new and young. However, under Solomon the kingdom of Israel 
will grow tremendously. Solomon’s reign will be called the “Golden Age.” Resources will be far 



more available to build and maintain the temple under Solomon. He will annex new territory and 
add to the number of residents dwelling within Israel. 

David will learn the grand sweep of God’s redemptive history. Though he may not construct the 
temple, one of his sons will. And, the Kingdom of Israel will not be defined by buildings or even 
territory, but rather through a bloodline, the line of David.  

We regularly read in the season of Advent the beautiful prophetic word of Isaiah 9. And he will 
be called wonderful counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the 
increase of his government and peace there shall be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and 
over his kingdom, establishing it and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time 
on and forever.  

Thus, God has a purpose for David, and a purpose for Solomon, just as he has for each of us. 
Some of us may be the “idea people, the dreamers.” Others may be those who actually see the 
dream to reality. It will not matter exactly what our calling might be, for all are working toward 
that high calling of God that will eventually be revealed in Jesus Christ.  

From the narrative, can you offer reasons why you think God did not want David to build the 
temple? Was David wrong in desiring to do so? What is it God wants David to understand about 
the working of God’s will in the world? 

I Chronicles 21:18 
After several military excursions, David had Joab take a census in Israel. This decision greatly 
displeased God. There are a few suggestions as to why God was angry with David over the 
census. First, a man was only allowed to count that which belonged to him. The people of Israel 
did not belong to David, they belonged foremost to God. Perhaps David was counting his people 
to measure military might during a time when God has proven to be their strength. Finally, a 
census was taken for tax purposes. Remember the story of the nativity. Joseph and Mary traveled 
to Bethlehem to be obedient to a census demanded by government for reasons of taxation. Israel 
was still a new nation. Was it time to level a large tax upon them in addition to their customary 
giving to God? The text does not offer the reason for God’s anger, only that he indeed is angry 
with David. God grants David three consequences he may choose for his poor decision. David 
chooses a plague that will fall upon his people. The plague lasted three days and 70,000 men 
died. If the census had been to count his military might, the census only weakened the nation. If 
it was for taxation, there were thousands less to pay. The census proved a disaster. 

Initially the angel of the Lord was sent to destroy Jerusalem for this sin, but informed the prophet 
Gad to tell David the Lord wanted him to build an altar on the Jebusite threshing floor. David 
had taken Jerusalem from the Jebusites, yet some continued to live with permission in the town. 
The altar represented the end of the plague. God’s mercy had again been revealed. The city was 
certainly punished, but also ultimately spared by God’s mercy. Altars were almost always raised 
to remind the people of an act of greatness on the part of God for his people. This altar would 



always remind them that though they deserved destruction for so quickly forgetting he was the 
source of their strength and life, he choose mercy and spared his people once again.  

Can you think of other reasons why David should not have taken the census? Why do you believe 
the penalty seemed so severe? What do you think might have happened if the census had been 
taken and there had been no consequence concerning Israel’s future? 

I Chronicles 21: 21-27 
The remainder of our texts offers the negotiation between David and the Jebusite owner of the 
threshing floor, Araunah. Araunah was willing to give David the floor yet David was insistent on 
paying full price. Araunah was paying homage and respect to his king through offering the floor 
as a gift. He was holding back nothing. However, David was paying homage, respect, and 
reverence to the greater king against whom he had sinned, and he was holding back nothing. 
David would not diminish his offering to God one iota. Sin has to be paid in full and David was 
going to do just that. In the New Testament, the proclamation of grace is that Jesus paid for all 
sin, all time, and in full. God gave all in Jesus. David’s action becomes a metaphor of what God 
will later do in Christ.  

In our world, we are taught it is a better deal to receive the Jebusite’s offering; after all he 
wanted to give it to David. So, why do you think it was important for David to pay the full price? 
What was David attempting to spiritually express in being determined to pay full price? What 
did he show about the manner in which he viewed his sin and God’s mercy?  

Summary 
The Kingdom of God is always at work in the world, accomplishing his high, perfect, and loving 
will. Each of us possesses an important role in that will. However, our gifts and graces may 
differ. One calling is not more important than another. Without David’s dream and passion, 
Solomon would not have been as inspired to build the temple. Without Solomon, David’s dream 
would have been only that, an inspired dream. God chooses whom he will for the purposes he 
decrees. Often in our pursuit of doing the right thing we can get ahead of ourselves, or attempt to 
do something God has not asked of us. This can result in painful circumstances. Yet, God, in his 
mercy, understands and will see that the divine will comes to fruition. We are to give all to God 
when serving, and give all to God in repentance when we fail. He lovingly accepts both. Advent 
is a beautiful, moving liturgical season to witness the movement of God’s love in the world. 
Through adversities, poor decisions and even sins nothing will stop the gift of Christ from being 
given to the world. God will give all that we might offer all our love and gratitude in return. 

Prayer  
Almighty God, we bow before the mystery of your loving will. We cannot always see or 
understand what you are doing in the world, but by faith we trust you. You have proven yourself 
trustworthy, especially in the gift of Jesus. Reveal to us our calling, and grant us courage to 



fulfill that call. Should we falter, forgive and restore us by your great mercy. May your will come 
upon earth as it is in heaven. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com. 

 

Pursue the Real Thing 

LEADERSHIP REALLY MATTERS 
ANNE BOSARGE 
REV. JAY HANSON 

Have you ever noticed how much of what we buy is an imitation of the real thing? In the grocery 
store you can purchase chocolate flavored chips, butter flavored spread, and imitation vanilla 
extract. My kitchen has wood grain vinyl flooring, granite-look counters, and faux leather chairs. 
My dogs eat food that tastes like real meat and beg for bones that smell like chicken. In my 
bathroom are products that make my face appear younger and dry shampoo that helps my three-
day old hair look fresh and clean. Our lives are full of imitation products – things that appear 
“real enough” but ultimately are only reflections of what’s actually real.  

Unfortunately, this can be true of our churches as well. We settle for cheap imitations of true 
faith and discipleship – things that appear “real enough” to people looking at the surface. When 
we settle for a culturally acceptable faith, we not only limit ourselves, but also hinder our witness 
to the world. What would it look like to pursue the real thing and not settle for an imitation?  

1.  Pursue discipleship, not busyness. 

Church leaders love a busy, active church, and as long as people are busy doing things at 
and in the church, we assume they must be growing. Busyness is rather easy to achieve, 
but true discipleship requires more than time. Discipleship happens through 
intentionality, dedicated time, sincerity, and authentic relationships. Busyness is an 
indication of a burdened schedule, while within a true disciple is a burdened heart for 
reaching the lost.  

2. Pursue relationships, not rescue.  
As people who have been rescued by Christ, we are called to help others. The quickest, 
easiest way to help others is to simply rescue them from their situation and take care of 
their perceived needs. In this transactional view of missions, we prioritize tasks over 
relationships and help from a distance, operating by the assumption that we have and 
know exactly what they need. But what if God is calling us to meet immediate needs in 
others’ lives so that we can build a relationship with them and show them how they can 



meet their eternal needs in Him? Let’s be people who pursue relationships with others so 
we can help them discover the ultimate answer to all their needs.  
 

3. Pursue participation, not attendance.  
How many people attended worship this weekend? How many people did you have in 
Sunday School? These are the most common measures of effectiveness in the church 
world. While important, this measurement only scratches the surface. What if we looked 
for a deeper way to measure growth? How many people participated in the worship 
service (giving, singing, actively listening and learning)? How many people participated 
in your Sunday School classes (sharing, caring for others, and leading)? Whose life was 
changed by an encounter with God? Who took next steps in their faith by joining a group, 
becoming a member, serving for the first time, or leading a group? Let’s prioritize 
participation over mere attendance.  
 

4. Pursue growth, not comfort.  
Many choose a church based on the level of comfort it brings and how well it fits in with 
their personal preferences for worship. They settle for something comfortable that doesn’t 
cause them to change too much. However, Jesus didn’t come to make us comfortable – 
He came to set us free! He came to set us free from the fear and anxiety of change so we 
can become comfortable being uncomfortable and move into new places of change. 
Every change that leads us to become more like Him causes us to grow. And when we 
grow we move outside of our comfort zone into new places of dependence on him. 
Growth may be risky and uncomfortable, but the allure of comfort only keeps us stuck. 
 

5. Pursue community, not independence.  
Is your faith being lived out in community or lived out in your own way on your own 
terms? When we isolate our faith and keep it to ourselves, we don’t receive the fullness 
of God’s blessings! He longs to bless us in the midst of community, allowing us to 
receive from others and draw upon their wisdom and the way God has worked in their 
lives. When we fail to see our relationship with God as a part of a vital community of 
faith, we miss out on all God has for us to receive.  

Back in the 70s, Coca-Cola claimed to be the “real thing” because imitation colas were popping 
up all over the place. They claimed everything else was just a copy of their original and urged 
people to not settle for anything less.  

In the same way, what if churches stopped settling for cultural Christianity and only pursued the 
“real thing?” Imagine how quickly we would grow as we fully and completely gave ourselves to 
worship, service, and discipleship! Consider how many more people would come to Christ 
because they see the “real thing” in our lives and realize how it meets a need only He can fill! 
Think about how lives would be changed if a casual, surface-level relationship with God and the 



church would no longer do and we gave ourselves whole-heartedly to knowing Him more and 
making Him known!  

Lord, help us fervently pursue more of You. Give us a distaste for anything that is less than 
authentic. Help us recognize when we settle for cultural Christianity and draw us back into a 
rich, life-giving relationship with You. Amen.  

Jay Hanson, Lead Pastor, and Anne Bosarge, Multi-Campus Director, serve at The Chapel 
Ministries. They love sharing about the ways God is moving in their church. Contact them 
at jay@thechapelministries.com and anne@thechapelministries.com. 

 

John Wesley’s house in Savannah 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 
DAVE HANSON 

In 1903, the Colonial Dames erected a monument near Reynolds Square, at the corner of 
Abercorn and East Congress, indicating the location of John Wesley’s house in Savannah, Ga. 
That monument “went missing” in the 1980s. It was recently restored by the Colonial Dames of 
Savannah.  

A lot of things happened in that house. John was unable to reside there for a month when he first 
arrived in Georgia on March 6, 1736. He had to wait until the previous pastor, Rev. Quincy, 
moved out. 

It was in this house that John and Charles Wesley, Benjamin Ingham, and Charles Delamont 
began the Sunday School. As far as we know, it was the first Sunday School in all of 
Christendom. The great Sunday School movement was in England 50 years later, but this was 
the seedbed of that great movement. 

It was in this house that John Wesley worked on his hymn book, the first hymn book in the 
English language. Before John Wesley, the English-speaking church did not sing hymns; they 
chanted psalms. The German Lutherans were the hymn singers. 

It was in this house that John Wesley tried to start “the Second rise of Methodism (the first being 
his holy club at Oxford). 

It was in this house that John Wesley cast lots to decide his future relationship with Sophie 
Hopkey. 

Yes, a lot of things happened in this house. 

The Rev. Dave Hanson is a retired pastor and John Wesley scholar. 
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12/10 – Charles Cox: 100 Spring Harbor Dr., Apt. 244; Columbus, GA 31904 
12/10 – Britt Priddy: 109 Churchview Dr.; Leesburg, GA 31763  
12/10 – Joe Stevens: 892 Dublin Hwy.; Eastman, GA 31023  
12/10 – Cephas Williamson: 4815 Tirol Pass; Ft. Wayne, IN 46835  
12/12 – Alan Miller: 2099 Corsica Way SW; Marietta, GA 30008  
12/15 – Paula Lytle: PO Box 2905; Statesboro, GA 30459  
12/16 – Pat Holbert: PO Box 1004; Louisville, GA 30434  
12/19 – Morgan Johnson: 5000 Fairbanks Ave. #148; Alexandria, VA 22311-1227  
12/22 – Larry Giles: 214 Jasmine St.; Sandersville, GA 31082  
12/22 – Lenton Powell: PO Box 42986; Atlanta, GA 30311 
12/22 – Joy Wilson: 59 Amanda Lane; Ellaville, GA 31806  
12/26 – Wayne Mitchell: 431 Oak Ridge Dr.; Nashville, GA 31639  
12/26 – Diane Shedd: 1718 Azalea Dr.; Valdosta, GA 31602 
12/28 – William Blalock: PO Box 187; Vidalia, GA 30475  
12/31 – John Carroll, Jr.: 4663 Wesleyan Woods Dr.; Macon, GA 31210  
12/31 – William A. Smith: 102 Pierce Rd.; Reynolds, GA 31076 
 

Scripture Readings – Dec. 3 

Dec. 8 
Second Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 11:1-10 
Psalm 72 (UMH 795) 
Romans 15:4-13 
Matthew 3:1-12 

Dec. 15 
Third Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 35:1-10 
Luke 1:46b-55 (UMH 199) 



James 5:7-10 
Matthew 11:2-11 

Dec. 22 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 7:10-16 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (UMH 861) 
Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 12/03/2019 edition 

Leadership Tour, Statesboro FUMC – Jan. 5, 2020 
Leaders all across the South Georgia Conference have answered the call to serve in their local 
church setting. As a faithful member of your congregation, we know you want to serve and serve 
well! To help equip and empower you in your ministry role, the 2020 Leadership Tour will offer 
practical teaching and resources to both inspire you and help you lead with confidence. This free 
event is sponsored by the Office of Connectional Ministries. www.sgaumc.org/leadershiptour  

Leadership Tour, Warner Robins FUMC – Jan. 12, 2020 
Leaders all across the South Georgia Conference have answered the call to serve in their local 
church setting. As a faithful member of your congregation, we know you want to serve and serve 
well! To help equip and empower you in your ministry role, the 2020 Leadership Tour will offer 
practical teaching and resources to both inspire you and help you lead with confidence. This free 
event is sponsored by the Office of Connectional Ministries. www.sgaumc.org/leadershiptour  

Basic Lay Speaking Class, Pelham – Jan. 17-18, 2020 
A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is ready and desirous to serve the 
Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, 
organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A lay speaker has completed the required 
training courses in lay speaking and has been approved by a district or annual conference 
committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local church by witnessing to the Christian 
faith through spoken communication, church and community leadership, and caregiving 
ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct services of worship, preach, and lead 
study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district superintendent. Registration fee for the 
class is $25. This fee covers all materials and lunch on Saturday. This class will be held Friday, 
Jan. 17 from 6:30 until 9 p.m. and Saturday, Jan. 18 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at Hand Memorial 
UMC. Registration: www.sgaumc.org/layspeakertraining. 

ERT Basic Certification Training & Chainsaw Training, Nashville – Jan. 18, 2020 
Be prepared to respond to the next disaster. Early response training covers the basics of early 



disaster response, including roof tarping, cleaning out damaged homes, spiritual and emotional 
care, team protocols, and more. The purpose of the training is to prepare our United Methodist 
volunteers to do good and do no harm. Cost is $25 for ERT only, $31 for both ERT and 
Chainsaw, or $12 for just chainsaw. At the training, participants will receive an ERT training 
manual and, upon completing the course, will receive an UMCOR ID Badge and a conference 
ERT t-shirt. Lunch is provided. An UMCOR background check is required before receiving a 
badge. Information for submitting background checks will be sent to participants. This class, 
scheduled for Saturday, Jan. 18, 2020, will be hosted by Nashville UMC in the Family Life 
Center (304 South Berrien Street; Nashville, GA 31639). The class begins at 9 a.m. (participants 
must be present by 8:30 a.m.). Chainsaw Operators Training will begin at 1:30 p.m. at the 
conclusion of the ERT class. Register here 

Leadership Tour, Camilla UMC – Jan. 19, 2020 
Leaders all across the South Georgia Conference have answered the call to serve in their local 
church setting. As a faithful member of your congregation, we know you want to serve and serve 
well! To help equip and empower you in your ministry role, the 2020 Leadership Tour will offer 
practical teaching and resources to both inspire you and help you lead with confidence. This free 
event is sponsored by the Office of Connectional Ministries. www.sgaumc.org/leadershiptour  

Human Relations Day – Jan. 19, 2020 
Sunday, Jan. 19 is Human Relations Day, one of six churchwide Special Sundays with offerings 
for The United Methodist Church. Human Relations Day strengthens United Methodist outreach 
to communities in the United States and Puerto Rico, encouraging social justice and work with 
at-risk youths. 

ERT Basic Training, Pooler – Jan. 25, 2020 
Be prepared to respond to the next disaster. Early response training covers the basics of early 
disaster response, including roof tarping, cleaning out damaged homes, spiritual and emotional 
care, team protocols, and more. The purpose of the training is to prepare our United Methodist 
volunteers to do good and do no harm. Cost is $25. At the training, participants will receive an 
ERT training manual and, upon completing the course, will receive an UMCOR ID Badge and a 
conference ERT t-shirt. Lunch is provided. An UMCOR background check is required before 
receiving a badge. Information for submitting background checks will be sent to 
participants. This class, scheduled for Saturday, January 25, 2020, will be hosted by Trinity 
UMC (320 Benton Dr.; Pooler GA 31322). The class runs from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. Register here 

Leadership Tour, Hinesville FUMC – Jan. 26, 2020 
Leaders all across the South Georgia Conference have answered the call to serve in their local 
church setting. As a faithful member of your congregation, we know you want to serve and serve 
well! To help equip and empower you in your ministry role, the 2020 Leadership Tour will offer 
practical teaching and resources to both inspire you and help you lead with confidence. This free 
event is sponsored by the Office of Connectional Ministries. www.sgaumc.org/leadershiptour  



Winter Conference – Jan. 26-29, 2020 
Len Wilson, Creative Director at St. Andrew UMC, a large church in Plano, Texas, will be our 
keynote speaker. He is a storyteller and expert strategist in communications and creativity in 
church life. After GC 2019, each church will need a clear, concise, creative, and compelling 
message and brand to effectively communicate who they are and where they stand. Len will lead 
us through a comprehensive process to develop and implement your own strategy while 
improving all phases of communication and creativity in your ministry. He will also share his 
insights on church growth as the compiler of the list of the Top 25 Fastest Growing United 
Methodist Large Churches. Len is author of the book “Think Like A Five Year Old.” More 
information 

Basic Lay Speaking Class, Perry – Jan. 31-Feb. 1, 2020 
A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is ready and desirous to serve the 
Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, 
organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A lay speaker has completed the required 
training courses in lay speaking and has been approved by a district or annual conference 
committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local church by witnessing to the Christian 
faith through spoken communication, church and community leadership, and caregiving 
ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct services of worship, preach, and lead 
study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district superintendent. Registration fee for the 
class is $25. This fee covers all materials and lunch on Saturday. This class will be held Friday, 
Jan. 17 from 6:30 until 9 p.m. and Saturday, Jan. 18 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at Crossroads UMC. 
Registration: www.sgaumc.org/layspeakertraining. 

 

 


