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A father’s love: father and son journey together to the Holy Land 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

As Rev. Jonathan Fuller walked along rough and craggy terrain while following Jesus’ footsteps 
during a recent Holy Land pilgrimage, one person was always a step behind, ever-watchful and 
mindful. 

His father, Robert Fuller. 

A few weeks ago, the father and son had the opportunity to travel to the Holy Land together with 
a group of about 90 South Georgia United Methodists. The pilgrims explored Biblical sites such 
as the Sea of Galilee, Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Jericho, Nazareth, Capernaum, and more. 

Rev. Fuller, who was diagnosed with Ataxia at age 26, struggles with coordination, movement, 
and fatigue. A degenerative disease of the nervous system, Ataxia is a movement disorder that 
makes Rev. Fuller uncoordinated.  

“I wanted to go (on the trip), but I was very hesitant because of my abilities,” he said. Someone 
strong enough to help in case of falls would need to accompany him, and his father said yes 
without hesitation. “Having my father with me was a necessity. I can’t even put into words the 
difference him being there made.” 

During their time in the Holy Land, Fuller was always close enough to place his hand on Rev. 
Fuller’s jacket, letting his son know he was there to guide or help. 

“Sometimes he struggles every day. Sometimes he’ll stumble. While we were (in the Holy Land) 
we had a few close calls, but I was there with him every step of the way,” Fuller said. “He 
powered through every obstacle and anything that was ahead of him, whether it be steep stairs or 
the path Jesus walked. He just trudged on.” 

Never far from his son’s side, Fuller would often help control Rev. Fuller’s movement by 
holding the back of his jacket tightly. Rev. Fuller also used two walking sticks to give him better 
coordination and control. 

Despite difficulties navigating the terrain, Rev. Fuller, who serves Warwick United Methodist 
Church, says the pilgrimage was incredible. 

“The trip was so instrumental, so impactful. Having read and studied the Bible for years, seeing 
the places Jesus walked and walking His footsteps was surreal,” he said. “As a Christian, to 
actually walk in the footsteps of your Lord and Savior is phenomenal. It’s so much more than a 
trip.” 

Having his father accompany him made the trip even more powerful, Rev. Fuller said. His father 
– an outgoing, gregarious person – bonded with their travel companions and made lifelong 
friends. His faith was strengthened and encouraged. 



“It was great experiencing that journey of faith with him. I’ve never experienced anything like 
that with my father.” 

Energetic, upbeat, passionate, and relationship oriented, Fuller is a sales leader at H.T. Hackney 
in Morrow. 

But Fuller says his real calling is that of a father, serving alongside his son.  

“When I retire, I’m called to and ready to do whatever he wants to do and I’ll go wherever he 
needs me,” the elder Fuller said. “I’m going to help him in any way. If he called me today I’d 
stop what I’m doing and help.” 

Calling the Holy Land trip “God ordained,” Fuller said the pilgrimage was life changing. The 
father and son grew closer to one another and God, and both said that a stop on the Sea of 
Galilee’s shore was one of the most meaningful of their journey. 

It was there where Fuller knelt and washed Rev. Fuller’s feet and where Rev. Fuller, legs 
trembling as he struggled to maintain balance on uneven ground, led the group in a brief 
devotion.  

Long before the pilgrimage, Fuller, who’s known affectionately as “Papa Rob,” committed to 
help and support his son as his condition and handicap progresses. 

“I’m going to be with him for the long run, whatever he wants to do. I hope it’ll be a great 
journey and somehow use that to further God’s kingdom,” he said. “It’s a privilege to be his dad 
and to help him get to where he needs to go. Being with him, my son, who has clearly been 
called … his ministry won’t end, no matter what stands in the way. I know that about him, I 
know that about me. I’m with Jonathan for the long haul. I do this because I love him. He’s a 
special guy, and I’ve known that since the day he was born. My faith grows more every day 
because of him.” 

 

2020 appointment-making season begins in the South Georgia Conference 

It’s appointment-making season in The United Methodist Church, and this week, Bishop Bryan 
and the Appointive Cabinet are meeting to pray, worship, and begin the decision-making process 
of appointments. The 2020-2021 appointment-making schedule is available here. 

“I ask for your prayers for our Cabinet, for every local church, and for every pastor, for we all 
want to be alive together in ministry and we want the appointment-making process to be a part of 
that which looks for liveliness and energy and to prosper what God is doing in our lives,” Bishop 
Bryan said in a video. “We depend on that process to work well. Please pray for it.” 

Click here to watch the video. 

The Appointive Cabinet will meet regularly now through March to make decisions and to 
prayerfully seek God’s guidance. Throughout the process, District Superintendents will continue 
to be in conversation with congregations and clergy. 



While much is happening in The United Methodist Church, Bishop Bryan urges everyone to 
continue to focus on disciple-making efforts in their local communities. 

“There’s nothing more important than you and your local church. You are the South Georgia 
Conference. You are the great resource that God has placed in your community,” he said in the 
video. “You are the church God has planted there, and nothing that comes out of General 
Conference and no action of the Annual Conference is going to do away with the importance of 
your local church. God needs you to be the church, that's why God called you. That’s what I 
want to encourage us to be.” 

It is anticipated that appointments will be released to local churches Sunday, March 29 and to the 
public, via the Conference website, that afternoon. 

 

Conference to unite in prayer, fasting  

When people pray, God listens. 

And John and Charles Wesley believed “that God does nothing apart from believing prayer.” 

In a focused effort to prepare for the 2020 General Conference session, the South Georgia 
Conference is launching a Conference-wide prayer and fasting initiative, “Together We Pray.” It 
will begin the day after Easter and run through the General Conference session. 

The initiative will include three components: local church prayer resources, eight regional prayer 
gatherings, and a day of prayer and fasting. 

Together We Pray provides opportunities for South Georgia United Methodists to be united in 
purpose through prayer, said Allison Lindsey, associate director of Connectional Ministries. 

“There is power in our connection and in prayer, and during this time of uncertainty, what better 
way to be in ministry together! In the words of Oswald Chambers, ‘We have to pray with our 
eyes on God and not on the difficulties.’ Together We Pray gives us an opportunity to do just 
that, to come together in prayer with our focus on God,” she said “I hope clergy and laity will 
take advantage of the local church resources as well as attend a regional gathering for prayer, 
worship, and reflection.”  

Local church prayer resources include daily scripture readings, a prayer walk experience, and 
more. 

The eight regional prayer gatherings will be held March 10 in Macon, Statesboro, Columbus, and 
Vidalia and March 12 in Savannah, Camilla, Valdosta, and Brunswick. The gatherings, which 
will include times of prayer, worship, and reflection, will be focused on hearing God’s voice, 
praying for others, and being rooted in Him, leaders say.  

The 24-hour day of prayer and fasting will be held May 4-5 at The Chapel in Brunswick. It will 
include hourly prayer experiences from 1 p.m. May 4 until 1 p.m. May 5. A celebration lunch 
will end the fast.  



For more information and local church resources, visit www.sgaumc.org/togetherwepray. 

Regional Prayer Gatherings 

Tuesday, March 10  
Macon, Vineville UMC, 10 - 11:30 a.m. 
Statesboro, Pittman Park UMC, 10 - 11:30 a.m. 
Columbus, St. Mark UMC, 6:30 - 8 p.m. 
Vidalia, Vidalia First UMC, 6:30 - 8 p.m. 

Thursday, March 12  
Savannah, White Bluff UMC, 10 - 11:30 a.m. 
Camilla, Camilla UMC, 10 - 11:30 a.m. 
Brunswick, The Chapel, 6:30 - 8 p.m. 
Valdosta, Park Avenue UMC, 6:30 - 8 p.m. 

 

Delegation affirms Protocol 

The South Georgia Annual Conference General and Jurisdictional Delegation has released a 
statement unanimously affirming the work done on the “Protocol of Grace & Reconciliation 
Through Separation.” It also recommended the Protocol be the first legislative item considered 
by General Conference 2020. 

“The South Georgia Annual Conference General and Jurisdictional Delegation supports the 
Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation as a way to move forward into new 
expressions of Methodist ministry and mission. We earnestly believe that the Protocol provides 
the best option to end the impasse in our denomination, is in the best interests of our Annual 
Conference and strengthens our witness in our communities and the world. 

We humbly urge the Commission on the General Conference to take such action as necessary to 
make possible the consideration of all legislation implementing the Protocol by a Committee of 
the Whole. We urge that the Protocol be the first matter of consideration by the 2020 General 
Conference following adoption of organizing motions.” 

The Protocol, a mediated proposal for the future of The United Methodist Church that allows 
each part of the Church to remain true to its theological understanding while recognizing the 
dignity, equality, integrity, and respect of every person, has now been written as legislation to 
General Conference 2020 and will be presented to the voting body of General Conference, to be 
held May 5-15, 2020, in Minneapolis, Minn. 

Though the deadline to submit legislation to General Conference passed months ago, church law 
allows an exception for legislation coming from an annual conference session held between 230 
and 45 days before General Conference. (The General Conference Committee on Reference also 
has discretion to accept petitions past deadline.) At least two United Methodist annual 
conferences — Michigan and Sierra Leone — plan to vote next month on whether to forward to 



the 2020 General Conference legislation for the Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through 
Separation. 

“We think that it’s the best proposal and gives us some hope for finding a new way for 
Methodism in the world and in South Georgia,” said Bill Hatcher, who leads South Georgia’s lay 
delegation, in a video*. 

A 16-member group came together as an outgrowth of a consultation initiated by bishops from 
Central Conferences located outside the United States to write the Protocol. The parties sought 
assistance from prominent attorney Kenneth Feinberg, who specializes in mediation and 
alternative dispute resolution.  

Meeting over several months, the unofficial group reached an agreement by signatories 
associated with all of the constituencies within the UMC for a mutually supported pathway for 
separation, bridging differences among other plans to be considered by the General Conference. 

Dr. Scott Hagan, who serves as pastor of Bonaire United Methodist Church and as a 
Jurisdictional Conference delegate and General Conference reserve delegate, also agrees with the 
Protocol.  

“As a pastor in a local church, I believe that the Protocol is the best option for South Georgia 
churches to move past the obstacles this conversation has created so we can continue bearing 
witness to the work of Christ that is happening through and around us.” 

The Protocol anticipates the formation of a new traditionalist Methodist denomination. Once 
formed, the new church would receive $25 million over the next four years and give up further 
claim to the UMC’s assets. An additional $2 million would be allocated for potential additional 
new Methodist denominations which may emerge from the UMC. Acknowledging the historical 
role of the Methodist movement in systematic racial violence, exploitation and discrimination, 
the Protocol would allocate $39 million to ensure there is no disruption in supporting ministries 
for communities historically marginalized by racism. 

Under the Protocol, conferences and local congregations could vote to separate from The United 
Methodist Church to affiliate with new Methodist denominations created under the agreement 
within a certain time frame. Churches wishing to stay within the UMC would not be required to 
conduct a vote. Provisions exist for entities that choose to separate to retain their assets and 
liabilities. All current clergy and lay employees would keep their pensions regardless of the 
Methodist denomination with which they affiliate. 

“We are grateful for people’s prayers,” said Rev. Jim Cowart, who leads South Georgia’s clergy 
delegation, in a video*. “These are changing times. Stuff is changing fast … and I think change 
is gonna happen; it’s just unavoidable. What we want to do is stay as close to the Lord as we can 
and help South Georgia navigate and understand the options before us.”  

WATCH VIDEO* 

READ MORE ABOUT THE PROTOCOL 



*Video was shot before the Protocol legislation was released. 

 

Macon Conference offices moving this week 

This week, the Conference offices in Macon will move to a new, shared home. 

They will share space at 3040 Riverside Drive, about a mile and a half from the current 
Episcopal office. 

“We’re pleased to have the Episcopal office, Ministerial Services office, Administrative Services 
office, the Director of Connectional Ministries, and Georgia United Methodist Foundation’s 
South Georgia office all in one place,” said Dr. Derek McAleer, Director of Administrative 
Services, who has shepherded this transition. “As we navigate what promises to be a year full of 
conversations, opportunities, and change, being together will make our work much easier.” 

The rent will be slightly lower than the combined rent the offices had been paying, he said, and 
the new facility will enable the Macon staff to be together.  

The three offices will move Feb. 20-21. Staff may be hard to reach during the transition, Dr. 
McAleer said, due to disconnected phone service and Internet service. District Superintendents 
should be contacted with needs and emergencies. 

The combined offices will be located at 3040 Riverside Dr., Suite A-2; Macon, GA  31210.  

The Administrative Services office will transition to sharing the Episcopal Office’s post office 
box, PO Box 7227; Macon, GA 31209-7227, and will close PO Box 13145. Mail will be 
forwarded for a while. Apportionment and benefits payments should be sent to PO Box 7227; 
Macon, GA 31209-7227, beginning Feb. 18. 

The three offices will continue to use their current phone numbers for now, but it is likely they 
will eventually transition to fewer numbers in the coming months. 

Email addresses are not expected to change. 

“We are grateful to Riverside United Methodist Church which has graciously hosted our 
Episcopal office these past few years and to Richard Jones, who has hosted our Administrative 
Services office since 2004 – without ever raising the rent! These partners have enabled our 
ministry, and we want to share our appreciation to them,” Dr. McAleer said. 

 

Keep our eyes on Jesus 

OUR CONNECTION MATTERS 
NITA CRUMP 



These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter), and his brother 
Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and 
Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot and Judas 
Iscariot, who betrayed him. Matthew 10:2, NIV 

So, how many of you watch one or more television programs known as reality TV? Go ahead, 
raise your hand. It’s okay to admit it. Truth be told, many programs today would qualify as 
reality TV, including some of our news shows. We get hooked on the drama and can’t seem to 
turn away, even though we know the programs are produced to enhance the drama with the 
intent of maintaining an audience. 

I’ve been thinking about reality television and have a suggestion for a new show. I would like to 
take a couple of shrimp boat captains from off the coast of Georgia, two or three crab boat crew 
members from “The Deadliest Catch,” a lawyer, a college professor, an IRS auditor, and both a 
Republican and Democrat running for re-election, and place all of them in an RV to tour the 
country. Can you image what kind of drama would happen in that group? How long do you think 
they would be able to stay together?  

I have to admit, I’m borrowing this idea from someone else. From Jesus, actually. He had 12 
committed disciples. They included four, maybe five working-class fishermen, one or two of 
whom were well-educated in a day when reading and writing were educational tasks only the 
wealthy could experience; several brothers, one who had sold out to the Roman government and 
was a tax collector; and several Jewish nationalists who expected Jesus to be a militant messiah 
and reclaim the Jewish state from Roman control. The fishermen would have been looked down 
on by the educated, the Jewish nationalists would have expected all to take up arms to support 
their cause, the brothers would have argued just as brothers often do, and no one would have 
wanted to be anywhere near the tax collector.  

Somehow, they managed to stay together for three years. These men with very different 
backgrounds, very different educational levels, and very different expectations of the outcome of 
spending time with Jesus stayed together. We know about their public disagreements – who 
would get to sit on Jesus’ right and left hands in the end. We have no way of knowing the 
behind-the-scenes discussions and potential disagreements that took place. But we know they 
stayed together. What held this group together and then propelled most of them into a life of 
building the kingdom of God in the name of Jesus the Christ? I believe they were able to stay 
together because they kept their eyes on Jesus. With their focus on the one who was leading 
them, they were able to watch, listen, and learn as Jesus demonstrated what it meant to live 
according to God’s purposes and plan. What started as a First-Century version of a reality 
television show transformed into reality as the disciples themselves were transformed into true 
followers of Christ.  



As our church struggles to find a path into the future in which God would like us to live, may we 
keep our eyes on Jesus and trust that he, through the presence of the Holy Spirit, will lead us to 
who, what, and where we need to be as his followers. Amen. 

Dr. Nita Crump serves as Director of Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 
nitac@sgaumc.com.  

 

Grace gifts      

PATHWAY TO HIS PRESENCE 
B.J. FUNK 

I recently returned from a trip to Albuquerque, New Mexico where I spent some time with a dear 
friend who lost her husband to the dreaded disease of Alzheimer’s. Each of you knows 
something about pain. No one escapes those things that bring severe hurt to us physically, 
mentally, or emotionally. And it seems that no matter what kind of pain we have been through, 
we can always find someone else who has been through at least a similar or even a worse pain. 

The key to all of our pains is to be connected to the source of strength, Jesus Christ. Since we 
cannot avoid pain, and it’s sure to come to all of us from time to time, we want to have living 
water flowing through us at all times so we can react with faith and hope. 

My good friend in New Mexico has scriptures all over her home … on the walls, on tables, 
everywhere I looked there were signs that told me her source of strength. My suggestion is for 
each of us to have signs of biblical encouragement everywhere in our homes. You don’t have to 
spend any money for this. Just write some of your favorite verses on a few index cards and place 
them at strategic spots in your home, at places where you stop frequently, like the kitchen sink. 
Each time you stop at that place, it will be a gift of grace for you, a moment when your heart of 
pain or your body of pain will receive a bit of encouragement. 

Grace will meet you at every stop when you take time to remember Bible verses that will get you 
through your day. Have a wonderful day of grace. 

The Rev. B.J. Funk is associate pastor of Central UMC in Fitzgerald. Email her at 
bjfunk@bellsouth.net.  

 

Ever-Persevering Petitions 

Winter Quarter: Honoring God  

Sunday school lesson for the week of February 23, 2020  
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 



Lesson Scripture: Luke 11:1-13 
Key Verse: Luke 11:19 
I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you.  

Lesson Aim: 

To understand the act of persistent, persevering prayer and the nature of God as expressed in 
Jesus’ parable. 

(Clarification: Most often the characters in a parable represent the person of God, the reality of 
the Kingdom, or the importance of God’s word. However, the sleeping host does not represent 
God in this particular parable, but rather represents our misconceptions about God, especially as 
those misconceptions relate to prayer. The friend in need of help represents us and our need to 
care for society and those we love. Thus, the reluctant host does not represent God. He represents 
what many in Jesus’ day assumed about God. The Retribution Principle defined some as blessed 
by God because of their righteousness and others cursed because they were not obedient. There 
was little or no place for grace, especially as Jesus defined grace. This parable serves as a 
contrast between the true nature of God who is loving and giving, and the perception some held 
that God is too busy for them, or that some are not as important to God as others.) 

Historical, theological and experiential background 

We are definitely an “instant gratification” society. Our dinner is ready after a few minutes in a 
microwave, we can communicate quickly with texts and cell phones, and we can purchase items 
over the internet and have them arrive with a day or two. The internet allows us to have 
information at our fingertips with the push of a few keys. We become frustrated when forced to 
wait. We are even attempting to quicken the game of baseball because many think the game is 
too slow and takes too long. Our desire for instant gratification has seeped into our prayer life. 
We often expect God to answer our prayers immediately, or at least quickly. The idea of waiting 
years – or even a lifetime – for the answer to a prayer is unthinkable to many. Many of us give 
up far too quickly when praying. If we do not experience an answer after a few requests we 
move on and attempt to find our answers elsewhere. The problem with moving onward isn’t just 
that God knows the best answer and we are refusing to wait for it, but also that there is much to 
be learned while waiting. Patience can teach us what immediate gratification cannot. 

It is always important to remember the role parables served in Jesus’ teaching ministry. Parables 
were never intended to be picked apart, with every word and phrase having spiritual significance. 
For example, the parable Jesus uses here has the host saying that he and his children are already 
in bed. However, it does not mention his wife. Should we then make the lack of mention of the 
wife a central point in what Jesus was trying to teach? Of course not! That is a fact that stands on 
the periphery of the central truth of the parable. Most parables have one major truth the story 
imparts and the details simply are part of the story-telling. When Jesus says, “A farmer went out 



to sow,” he doesn’t say which farmer, where the farmer lives, what kind of seed he sows, or the 
season in which he sows. The parable has little to do with these facts. It has everything to do 
with what happens to the seed once it is sown. Therefore, our intent is to find that one major 
truth Jesus wants the hearer to hear and understand, for that is most significant. Therefore, we 
will not become bogged down in the minutia of the parable, but we will seek that spiritual truth 
which alters, transforms, and enriches life. Issues like patience, persistence, the desire behind our 
prayers, and the nature of God who answers our prayers are the concerns to which we will give 
our greatest attention. 

In considering the background, it is imperative that we do not interpret our key verse as God’s 
promise to answer every prayer we ask, in the manner we would like it answered, and in the time 
we desire that it be answered. This verse has often been employed as a “ask and get what you 
want” prayer while ignoring the fact that many of our prayers are answered years later, perhaps 
not even in our lifetime. And, the manner in which our prayer is answered may be in a manner 
we never imagined, and in some cases in a manner we did not initially want due to the higher 
will of the Kingdom God. Does God answer prayer? Certainly. However, that answer serves a 
reality greater than our own. One day we will understand God’s purposes and their relationship 
to the way he answered. Paul reminded us that “now we see through a glass dimly, but then we 
shall see face to face.” (I Cor. 13) We must remember that delayed answers do not mean our 
prayers are not answered. God does not see as we see; his vision is higher and wiser. This is the 
caveat that always undergirds our prayer requests.  

There are few greater examples of our prayers being answered according to the higher 
redemptive will of God than Jesus’ prayer in Gethsemane. He prayed “If there is any way, let 
this cup pass from me.” This is a prayer for deliverance. However, Jesus recognizes the high, 
holy redemptive will of God when he adds, “Nevertheless, not my will but thine be done.” The 
conquering of suffering and death was accomplished later through the resurrection. This same 
process of prayer can be applied to our own prayers and requests. We may walk through 
suffering and pray that the suffering would stop only to later discover God was using the 
suffering for reasons far above any we could imagine. Later, we will be blessed as one used of 
God for another purpose. I, like many clergy, can attest that some of the most difficult tests we 
have faced make us more effective, understanding ministers. I personally possess wisdom now 
that I would never own apart from the suffering through which I walked. The same is true for 
laity as for clergy. 

This parable addresses certain misassumptions we often believe about God. The first is that we 
believe God is too busy to be bothered by our human affairs. Or, some assume God has too many 
other concerns to be bothered by our personal requests. Thus, Jesus uses the phrase in the parable 
in which the head of the household says to the petitioner, “Don’t bother me.” For we often 
assume God says this to us. Thus, in the parable we see ourselves, the nature of our prayers, and 
the misassumption we possess regarding the nature of God who hears and responds to our 
prayers. 



In Luke 11 Jesus had been asked to teach his followers how to pray. He thus offered the Lord’s 
Prayer. Now in the chapter the nature of that prayer is being “fleshed out” as it relates to daily 
life and common human circumstances. The Lord’s Prayer speaks to hospitality, friendship, and 
the nature of God. Thus, Jesus follows his teaching of the Lord’s Prayer with this illuminating 
parable.  

Historical, theological, experiential reflection upon Luke 11:1-13: 

Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say, 
‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have 
no food to offer him.’ And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is 
already locked and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’”  

In the parable the two men have a preestablished relationship. They are friends. It is helpful to 
remember the importance of the Law of Hospitality. This was more than a Mosaic Law. It was a 
law that gave the entire near eastern world its sense of civilized behavior. The people lived in a 
harsh environmental climate in which it was difficult to carry food without possibility of it 
spoiling. The days could be blistering hot and the nights very cold. Hospitality from another was 
imperative to their way of life. It was a major violation of law and etiquette to turn away one in 
need of drink, food, and shelter. This is the backdrop against which this friend asks his own 
friend for help in feeding a weary, needy visitor. The fact that the parable mentions it is midnight 
is not one of the insignificant background facts for the parable. It is important to note it is 
midnight, and the effect of that hour upon the petitioner’s request is necessary information. 
Families are asleep. The lamps with their often-expensive oil have been extinguished. Arising at 
midnight involves relighting a lamp or two, possibly awaking members of the family who need 
their sleep, for they will greet their day which begins at sunrise, or perhaps even prior to the 
break of day. In other words, it is bothersome to arise and care for someone needing bread at 
midnight. The request of his friend is to borrow three loaves of bread. This may sound like little 
to ask to care for another. However, families did not keep a lot of food in storage. They did not 
have the means to store it in a manner to keep it from spoiling. Bread was often eaten that day, or 
not later than the next for it would not have remained fresh. It would quickly turn hard. It would 
have been a little unusual for a family to have three loaves still stored in the house for the 
remaining day. Thus, we can gain a sense of urgency on the part of the friend needing the bread 
for his visitor. He had to understand this as a major request. The awakened host might have had 
three loaves, but it would most likely have diminished his own family’s supply. Notice, the 
friend asking his friend for the loaves does not have enough in his own house to care for his 
visitor. He is asking his friend for bread that he himself does not have. The friend’s request is 
bothersome, and there is a degree of sacrifice on the part of the host of the house in providing 
three loaves. The request is bothersome to the host and he appears agitated. However, our 
prayers are never bothersome to God; we often assume God has other important matters to which 
he needs to attend. God is our creator, the God of the cosmos who “holds all things together by 
the word of his power.” God is more than capable of hearing and responding to all prayers. 



God’s grace is inexhaustible. (Psalm 65) It is a poor understanding of God we have developed 
when we believe he doesn’t want to be bothered by us. The friend who might have been bothered 
by the request at midnight is offered in contrast to the God revealed in Jesus who cares for all. 
Parables do not always use a major character to portray God; often the character stands in 
contrast to the nature of God. In the parable the host is bothered by the request. However, the 
revelation of God in Christ reveals God’s unending care. Whether it is a woman crawling 
through the crowd to touch his garment, or the grief of Mary and Martha weeping over Lazarus’ 
death, Jesus is aware of all in need. The request of the friend asking his neighbor to sacrifice his 
own bread for him to care for his visitor does reveal that often sacrifice is necessary to answering 
a request. Some relinquish what they want or need that the greater good of another might be met. 
Jesus’ prayer to escape the cup in Gethsemane required him to sacrifice what his heart really 
wanted. However, he sacrificed his prayer of escape that others would know the love and 
redemption of God. Often our prayers, though they might be righteous and good, can be 
answered in the milieu of sacrifice as another has greater need. In the story of Elijah and the 
starving widow, she had prayed that she might take their last bit of meal and oil to make one last 
meal for her and her son. How difficult it must have been to sacrifice her need to make Elijah a 
meal. However, the feeding of Elijah was used of God to reveal his power over all within the 
home territory of sinful Jezebel. Still, God took care of the widow and her son after she 
sacrificed. When our prayers are not answered immediately, even when we believe they must be 
answered right then, God has a redemptive purpose that requires sacrifice. God will answer our 
prayers in his time and manner for our good.  

Do you pray in isolation, with little consideration of how your prayer will affect others? Do you 
expect God to answer your prayer in a particular time frame? Do you assume the prayer is 
unanswered if not within that time frame or in the manner you asked? Are you willing to not 
have your prayer answered as you would like that someone else might benefit according to 
God’s loving will? 

“I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet 
because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as much as you need.”  

As we read these words, we get the impression the man is having to wear the host down through 
his persistence. If the host represented God we would think we need to be so persistent that God 
finally gives in and helps us. However, the God revealed in Jesus is nothing like this host. God is 
more than eager to hear. We believe through the incarnation of Christ that God is with us, and 
being with us means he knows what we need most and responds to us in love and grace. 
However, we should not overlook the fact that persistence does have some value. The value has 
nothing to do with getting God to finally answer our prayer. Persistence allows us understand 
how important an issue is to us. My mother was dying years ago in an ICU cubicle. I spent a lot 
of time in the hospital chapel at the altar praying. I prayed for her healing over and again. She 
passed away, but I, more than ever, realized how important she was in my life, and what an 
emptiness I would feel without her. I refer to this particular experience in my life because I 



called a prayer line advertised on television. I called the first time and the person prayed a 
beautiful, comforting prayer. She was no better, and as a young, new Christian I called the next 
day and asked again for prayer. The person refused. She said, “We have prayed once and any 
other prayer reveals a lack of faith.” I was hurt and confused. I was a young man persistently 
praying for the life of his mother. My persistence did not assure God answered the prayer in the 
manner or time I asked. God took her to himself and I learned a great deal about God through the 
many Christians who put their arms around me and walked me through my grief. Persistence is 
important and we should never be afraid to persistently pray. It does not mean we will wear God 
down until he answers. God doesn’t work that way. God answers prayer for the good of all, and 
for the higher good of his kingdom. In the parable, the aggravated host who seemed agitated 
finally gave the bread to his friend. However, he could have given him the bread willingly and 
gladly as a friend should. He does not represent the heart of God. Instead, he appears to act more 
like we do. When teaching Scripture, I tell the students that the Bible at times is a mirror and 
other times is a window. The Bible is a mirror in that it allows us to see ourselves. It is a window 
in that it allows us to peer into the heart of God. In this parable, the agitated host serves as a 
mirror in which we see how we can behave at times when someone’s need arrives at a time not 
convenient for us.  

Are you reluctant to pray the same prayer on many occasions? Do you feel your repeated 
prayers in some way “bother” God? Do we believe the more we pray the greater the possibility 
of God answering? When someone in our life needs something from us for their welfare, do we 
act more like the aggravated host, or like our giving, loving Lord? 

“So, I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door 
will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one 
who knocks, the door will be opened.”  

At this point, Jesus leaves the actual story in the parable and teaches the lesson he wants his 
listeners to receive. The Gentiles and Romans, along with other religions, taught that their gods 
needed to be manipulated in order to act. Sometimes you give a proper sacrifice, or use a certain 
incantation, etc. However, we belong to the Lord of Creation, the only God. Jesus is encouraging 
us to pray, and pray regularly. He tells us to seek and knock. However, Jesus in no way is 
promising that our persistent prayers, our repetitive knocking will assure the answer we want 
when we want it. Experience teaches us that prayer does not work in that manner. But more 
importantly, Scripture teaches us that God answers prayer in consideration of everyone and the 
good of everyone. I sat in a testimony service once in which a woman offered praise that a 
tornado had jumped over her house. She finished her praise with the words, “God takes care of 
his own.” What she didn’t say was that when the tornado leaped over her home it struck many 
homes behind her, ripping them from their foundations and even causing death. Most likely these 
people too were earnestly praying. They too were special people to the Lord. The greater prayer 
would have been for the tornado to miss everyone’s home, not just mine. Sadly, I admit often I 
pray that the storms of life will leave me and my family alone. However, I live in a community 



of people who are loved of God. Their prayers are as important as mine. It is important to seek 
and knock. It reminds me that ultimately all life belongs to God, and God’s will always work 
towards the common good. Seeking and knocking reminds me of how important things and 
people are to me. I need to be reminded how precious people are in my life. But mainly, seeking 
and knocking reminds me that I am in relationship with God. It reminds me God is near, God 
hears, and always answers according to his will of love and mercy. Unlike the gods of the pagans 
who act through human manipulation, our God acts through an eternal motivation of love. Why 
pray at all? Why ask, seek, and knock? Again, praying is one of the spiritual disciplines that 
reminds me God is in my life and important to my life. The person that begins their day in prayer 
immediately brings God into their day. They will be mindful of God’s presence throughout the 
day. My prayers remind me not only is God present, but God’s will is being done. There are 
indeed moments when my prayers are in concert with God’s will, and there are times when they 
are not. But through praying, I affirm my faith that God is working toward the eternal good, and 
I am a part of that good. 

Have you assumed from this verse that God answers our prayers according to our desires, and 
because we diligently pray? It is our passion for a particular answer that moves God to answer 
prayer, or is it God’s passion for all of us, and the good for all of us that moves God? What 
value is there in your praying even when your request is not answered? Do you find it easy to 
stop praying when an answer doesn’t come? 

“Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish will give him a snake instead; or if he asks him 
for an egg will give him a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those 
who ask him?”  

Jesus now continues to flesh out the parable with a second illustration. The question sounds 
rather rhetorical, for none would answer that the father should give the son a snake. However, 
this question is placed within the context of prayer, and misconceptions the Jewish people often 
believe about God. Some would believe that if you have violated the Mosaic Law in some 
manner, (remember there are more than 600 laws!), and you ask God for a blessing you instead 
will receive a curse, or an answer that punishes. Remember, those who keep the law are the 
blessed in life. A rich young ruler once came to Jesus and asked for eternal life. The disciples 
believed he was rich because he was faithful to God. Jesus told him to go sell his possessions and 
give them away. The text reads the man left sad. Why? This was not the answer he expected. A 
rich, righteous young man could expect eternal life in a far easier fashion. Even the disciples are 
confused, asking later, “Who then can be saved?” Jesus story is about a father and a son. The 
assumption is made, and is most always true, that fathers love their children. If our children ask 
us for food would we give them something that would harm them instead? Even if our children 
are on occasion disobedient, we still act toward them in love. In his illustration, Jesus reminds us 
that even evil fathers are good to his children. He uses the most extreme example of an unkind 
father, and yet reminds the listener that even evil fathers would act lovingly toward their 



children. We all have a sin nature within. We are far from perfect. Yet, in spite of our flaws, we 
would feed our children and protect them by not giving them a snake or a scorpion. Jesus knows 
the masses have been taught by religious leaders that they are sinners, and the reason they suffer 
financially and physically is because of their sin. They believe God does not act mercifully 
toward the sinner. Jesus’ teaching is more radical than we can imagine. He is proclaiming that 
God loves all, especially the suffering. Thus, when they pray to God, they have the same access 
and receive the same loving answers as the most righteous in Israel. Naturally, this teaching 
greatly upset the religious leaders, but it liberated and filled the masses with joy. Still, Jesus 
takes his illustration another step forward in love. God will not only hear their need, but will fill 
them with the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit does not belong just to the perfect or the most 
righteous. He belongs to all who seek God with a humble, earnest heart. God desires to be an 
indwelling presence in all.  

What misassumptions do you hear today about God and the way the Lord relates to his people? 
Do you think of God as a loving parent rather than a harsh judge? How does our assumptions or 
misassumptions about God affect our prayer life? 

Summary: 

Jesus revealed the very heart and nature of God. That nature is loving and merciful. The spiritual 
ear of God is open to all who call upon him, even with faith as a grain of mustard seed. This 
parable offers hope to all that we are never alone, never abandoned, and never forgotten.  

Prayer: 

Almighty God, our loving parent, we pray knowing that you eagerly hear us. We acknowledge 
your higher will at work in life, that all might know of your love and true righteousness. We pray 
to you having great confidence in your love. Amen. 

Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com.  

 

A Call to Accountability 

Spring Quarter: Justice and The Prophets 
Unit 1: God Requires Justice  

Sunday school lesson for the week of March 1, 2020 
By Dr. Hal Brady 

Lesson Scriptures: Amos 5:18-24  
Key Verses: Amos 5:24  

Lesson Aim:  



1. Summarize the misconceptions concerning the day of the Lord.  
2. Explain why the Lord detested the people’s worship rituals  
3. Focus on one lifestyle change that will improve your obedience to the imperative of the 

key verse.  

The lesson today begins a new quarter of studies on the theme “Justice and the Prophets.” Unit 1 of 
the study, which is composed of writings from Amos, Micah, Habakkuk, and Malachi, is called 
“God Requires Justice.” Now, these four books make up one-third of the 12 Old Testament books 
that are labeled the Minor Prophets.  

Important to note! The word “minor” has nothing to do with these books’ importance. Rather, 
the term highlights the length of these 12 books; all are much shorter than the majority of books 
described as “major” (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and Daniel).  

Lamentation’s inclusion in the major writings reflects the fact that the book was written by the 
major prophet Jeremiah.  

A word about Amos and his ministry  

Amos was born in the early part of the eighth century before Christ. He lived at Tekoa, a 
sparsely inhabited town approximately 12 miles from Jerusalem. It was here that Amos had the 
double occupation of tending sheep and caring for sycamore fig trees on the nearby slopes.  

It is interesting that Amos, the first of the writing prophets, who was from the Southern Kingdom 
of Judah was commanded by God to speak his message in the northern kingdom of Israel (Amos 
1:1). Though Amos prophesied against several nations, he had the most to say about the sins of 
Israel (Amos 7:16-17).  

By the time Amos began his ministry around 760BC, God’s people had been divided for 
approximately 170 years. In Israel, the apathy toward God’s laws had set in among the majority of 
the people. Life was good for them and their nation was prospering. Even the nations that often 
posed a threat to them (such as Assyrian and Egypt) were weak and ineffective.  

So what could Amos possibly have to say to them? In the verses immediately preceding the start 
of our lesson text, Amos clearly points out the cause of ministry. At practically every turn, Israel 
chose evil over good (Amos 5:7-15). The prophet accused them of mistreating the poor (5:11). He 
then pointed out the people’s numerous other sins (5:12-15): they punished those who sought 
justice, they accepted bribes, and they discriminated against the poor in lawsuits. With these 
issues still smoldering in the air, Amos delivered the message from God found in today’s lesson 
text.  

Dismal day (Amos 5:18-20)  

The word ‘woe’ is common in prophetic language. It introduces messages of warning and 
judgment (for example, see Jeremiah 22:13). Ideally, God’s people should look forward to “the day 
of the Lord,” just as Christians desire the return of Jesus.  



However, Amos’s audience longs for the day of the Lord for twisted, selfish reasons. Though they 
do not prioritize faithfulness to their covenant with the Lord, they believe that the day of the Lord 
will be a day of blessings for them. They have forgotten that covenant blessings are contingent on 
covenant faithfulness, and that faithlessness will be met by judgment (Deutoronomy 28). Now, the 
“day of the Lord” is a continuing theme in the Old Testament prophets (Example, Isaiah 2:12-21). 
The verse before us (Amos 5:18) implies that in Amos’s time, the popular thinking surrounding the 
day of the Lord in Israel is terribly flawed. Israel believes that the Lord will arise on behalf of his 
people and defeat their enemies in a mighty display of his power on that day. Here, God’s people 
consider themselves exempt from judgment on that day because of their status as his chosen 
covenant people.  

The point Amos makes is that being the covenant people does not come without obligation. Thus, 
God’s unique relationship with Israel provides them with special blessings and privileges, but it also 
comes with a solemn responsibility for faithful obedience to him. Consequently, the people in 
Amos’s day have come to expect the privileges, but they have abandoned the responsibility.  

The late Peter Marshall, in a prayer for the United States Senate, gave some much needed 
wisdom. He prayed, “Make us to see that our liberty is not the right to do as we please, but the 
opportunity to please to do right.”  

In spite of their privileges and blessings as God’s covenant people, the Israelites had forgotten the 
“opportunity to please to do right” part.  

The “day of the Lord” will not only be a delusion for the Israelites but also a day of darkness for 
them, “not light.” These people would have cheered the judgment that Amos proclaimed on their 
enemies (Amos 1:3-2:5). But tragically the darkness and judgment that the other nations will 
experience will also be on Israel. For, in reality, Israel is not different from the other nations 
(contrast Exodus 19:6).  

In Amos 5:19, Amos illustrates the plight of the Israelites with two rather dark pictures. In both 
examples, a “man” believes himself to be safe immediately before he meets his doom.  

The man in the illustration discovers that a “bear” is as deadly as a “lion” (compare Lamentations 
3:10) and not even the man’s house can keep him safe from “a snake that has slithered inside” 
(compare Deuteronomy 32:24).  

At this point, two things should be noted. First, like escaping a lion only to meet a bear, it is 
impossible to hide from judgment on the day of the Lord.  

Second, in Amos’s illustration, the day of the Lord and its accompanying judgment come without 
warning. A person may think he/she is safe at home, but it’s not so. Both Jesus and Paul use the 
illustration of the thief in the night to describe the sudden and unexpected nature of the day when 
Jesus returns (Matthew 24:42-44; 1 Thessalonians 5:1,2).  

In Verse 20, Amos reiterates his earlier point that the “day of the Lord” will be a time of darkness, 
not light. The Hebrew word translated “pitch-dark” comes from the same root word that describes 



the “total darkness” that fell upon the land of Egypt for three days during the ninth of the 10 plagues 
(Exodus 10:22).  

And as you remember, the judgment delivered shortly after that day enabled the Israelites to be 
delivered from their enemy. They moved from slavery to freedom. However, the day of the Lord 
promises to be the reversal of both what Israel experienced and expected to happen (see Ezekial 
7:7, Zephaniah 1:15).  

Disappointed God (Amos 5:21-24)  

Speaking for the Lord, the prophet Amos interrupts the busy activity at the shrine by announcing 
God’s reaction to all that is going on there. To say the least, God is not pleased with his people or 
their worship (Read Amos 5:21-23).  

After the general announcement of rejection, Amos lists seven aspects of Israel’s worship that are 
all rejected. The “feasts” are the three great yearly festivals: Passover, Pentecost, and Booths 
(Deuteronomy 16:16). Though the Lord had ordained these feasts for his people, he now refers to 
them as “your” (the people’s) religious festivals. Simply stated, God rejects mere observance of 
days. The Lord then voices his disdain especially for the people’s “assemblies.” He hates how the 
people have twisted religion to their own ends instead of honoring the assemblies as he intends 
(compare Leviticus 26:30, 31; Hosea 2:11).  

Israel scorns anyone who tries to correct the people’s wicked behavior and promote what is upright 
and good. Amos challenged the people to hate what is evil and love what is good (Compare Amos 
5:15 with Isaiah 5:20).  

The three offerings noted here are required by the Lord as part of the Old Testament sacrificial 
system. “Burnt offerings” are foundational. These offerings are completely consumed by the 
sacrificial fire, except for the skin (Leviticus 1:6-9; 7:8).  

“Cereal offerings” are offerings of flour and oil. The best part of the grain is to be given to the 
Lord through this offering. This offering celebrates that the Lord is the provider of what the land 
produces.  

“Fellowship offerings” are shared by the priest, the one who brings the sacrifice, and others. Thus, 
the offering becomes part of a command, or fellowship meal. The word “choice” refers to the best 
of the herd or flock that was used for the fellowship offering.  

For God to refuse to “accept” these offerings that he has commanded indicates that something is 
terribly wrong with the people who are bringing them (see Isaiah 1:11-15).  

Then there is the “noise” and “melody” refers to the singing, the instrumental music, all the 
sounds that emanate from a place busy with activity.  

Now, if we understand here that the Lord has rejected the worship of the people, the listing of the 
seven aspects of worship indicates that the Lord rejects the totality of all that was going on at the 
shrine. The reason is that seven is the biblical number for totality.  



Question! Why was this worship not acceptable to God? The saying in Amos 5:4-5 helps us in our 
understanding, “Seek me and live; do not seek Bethel, do not go to Gilgal, do not journey to 
Beersheba...” These sayings indicate that participation in worship at these places had become an end 
in itself. Those attending the services there were interested in enhancing their own reputation on 
inflating their own self-esteem. God’s direction is that participants in worship should seek the Lord. 
The other reason for God’s rejection of the people’s worship had to do with what went on outside 
the sanctuary. As we are told, it did not have to do with what happened on the day of worship but 
with what happened – or did not happen – on the other six days of the week.  

A Call for Justice and Righteousness (Amos 5:24)  

The climax of Amos 5:21-24 is a call for justice and righteousness. Amos says in Verse 24, “Let 
justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!”  

While the people have become quite content with shallow gestures of worship, God expects and 
deserves much more. Amos specifically lifts up this issue of “justice and righteousness.”  

Practicing justice requires a person to be actively concerned not only with knowing what is just 
but with choosing to do what is just. An individual who really cares about justice will become 
passionate about making it a reality in his or her surroundings and in the lives of others (Jeremiah 
22:3; Micah 6:8).  

In the Rev. Peter Storey’s moving letter to friends after the elections in South Africa, his closing 
comment was, “a candle is a protest at midnight. It is non-conformist. It says to the darkness: ‘I 
beg to differ.’” 

Righteousness is closely tied to justice. To live righteously is to make certain that God’s standards 
of what is right guides one’s daily decisions. Thus, when justice and righteousness are pursued 
consistently day after day, they flow like waters in a “never-failing stream.”  

But how can this happen when people have blocked the flow through their stubborn and rebellious 
hearts, their contempt for God’s righteous standards and their shallow and empty worship?  

The call to exercise justice and righteousness has echoed through the centuries to God’s people of 
every era. And that call is echoing louder than ever to God’s people today. 

Action plan  

1. According to the lesson, why is the day of the Lord an hour of darkness rather than 
light?  

2. Discuss what we as a church can do to ensure that our worship is pleasing to God? 
Be specific!  

3. Where is the most pressing need for justice in the community where our church is 
located?  

Why do you say that?  

Resources for this lesson 



1. “2019-2020 Standard Lesson NIV Commentary, Uniform Series, International Bible 
Lessons for Christan Teaching,” pages 229-236.  

2. “Interpretation, Hosea-Micah” by James Limburg, pages 104-109.  

3. “Amos a Commentary” by James L. Mays, pages 102-110.  

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 
encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries (halbradyministries.com). 
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OBITUARIES 

Mrs. Helen Rogers 
Helen Claire Smith Rogers, beloved wife of Sam, passed to be with her Lord on Monday 
morning, February 10th, 2020. Helen was born in Douglas, Georgia on February 6th, 1937 to 
Frances Gertrude Wester Smith and Chester Morgan Smith, Sr. She grew up all over Georgia . . . 
11 different towns, from as far north as Cartersville to down on the Florida line. . . but always 
vacationed and summered in the Smith home at Abbeville, Wilcox County, Georgia. Helen 
married Reverend Samuel Gordon Rogers, III of the South Georgia (now United) Methodist 
Conference at Abbeville on June 7th, 1957, continuing the almost-lifelong pattern of moving to 
many Georgia towns to serve local parishes and our Lord, their last appointment being Tifton, 
Georgia. Helen and Sam moved to Carlyle Place in Macon in 2013. They were married for over 
62 years. 

During her years of formal education, despite attending so many different schools, Helen 
achieved the highest grade average in her graduating class at Valdosta High. She then moved to 
complete her BA in Mathematics, graduating from Agnes Scott College, Phi Beta Kappa. Helen 
also earned 40 hours of postgraduate credits in Education, serving for a time teaching math in 
Warner Robins and also at Glynn Academy High in Brunswick. She worked as a warranty clerk 
and computer programmer (in the very early days of commercial computing) at the Chevrolet 
dealership in Warner Robins. She also completed many hours of Christian Education provided 
by the United Methodist Church, using her knowledge teaching 5th and 6th grade Sunday school 
classes, Confirmation classes, training other teachers in the Church, organizing Christian 
Education programs for churches, and teaching adult Sunday school classes. Helen produced and 
hosted a daily show called “Good News” on Macon’s local Christian cable channel for four 
years. She was among the very first leaders of the Disciple Bible Study. 

Many, many people, young and old, experienced the kind, loving, and highly organized lessons 
engendered by Helen, both by the spoken word and her marvelously graceful walk as she drew 
closer and closer to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Her teaching of both sacred and secular 
topics was a true source of delight in Helen’s life. 

Helen and Sam served churches in Waycross, Kingsland, Brunswick, Warner Robins, Columbus 
(two different congregations), St. Simons Island, Macon, Isle of Hope, and Tifton. Helen was a 
loyal member of Vineville United Methodist in Macon at the time of her death and a devoted 
member of the Webb Sunday school class. One of the joys in her life was partnering with her 
husband Sam in their ministries to folks all over the southern portion of her beloved state of 
Georgia for 42 years. For the last 10 years Helen and Sam coauthored Sunday School lessons for 
the South Georgia Advocate. 

Another set of joys in Helen’s life were the three children that she and Sam reared, and their nine 
grandchildren, all finding places of service in the world. She was a wonderful homemaker and 
mother, seeming to always have the time, somehow, to fill those roles while accomplishing so 



much more. Her living legacy: son Samuel Gordon Rogers IV (Talbot County, GA; m. Gina 
Leigh Gore; children Samuel Gordon (Quint) V, Joseph Gordon (m. Chelsie), and Jamie Leigh. 
Daughter Deborah Claire (Macon; m. Charles Edward Cox Jr.; children Helen Louise and Taylor 
Claire (m. William Kyle Anderson). Daughter Frances Holland (Holly) (Amissville, VA; m. 
Brian Edward Markwalter; children Chester Edward (m. Kelly), Daniel Webb (m. Christine), 
Kyle Samuel (m. Gabriela), Theresa Holland). 

Helen also served the communities she lived in many other ways. She was both a Boy and Girl 
Scout leader, served in PTA/O groups, and organized a water advocacy and education group in 
Tift County that morphed over time to become Suwanee Riverkeeper, now responsible for water 
quality and flow over a huge swath of south Georgia and north Florida from her home county of 
Wilcox to the Gulf of Mexico. Helen also serviced on the Board of Wesley Glen Ministries, a 
service to adult special-needs citizens. 

Helen will be missed: by her family, her many students of all sorts, by the legions of disciples 
and converts to our Lord, and most of all by her beloved and devoted husband Sam. But her 
legacy will live on in the form of joy, happiness, integrity, clean flowing water, and lessons in 
how to love; and her place near our Lord is assured. 

Services to remember and honor Helen Claire Smith Rogers and our Lord will be held at 
Vineville United Methodist Church (2045 Vineville Avenue, Macon, GA) at 2pm, Friday, 
February 14th, 2020. Helen and the family request that gifts be made to Vineville United 
Methodist and to Wesley Glen Ministries in lieu of flowers. 

Please visit www.hartsmort.com to express condolences. 

Hart’s at the Cupola, Hart's Mortuary and Cremation Center, 6324 Peake Rd, Macon, GA 31210 
has charge of the arrangements. 

 

Scripture Readings – Feb. 18 

Feb. 23 
Transfiguration Sunday 
Exodus 24:12-18 
Psalm 99 (UMH 819) 
2 Peter 1:16-21 
Matthew 17:1-9 

Feb. 26 
Ash Wednesday 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
Psalm 51:1-17 (UMH 785) 
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 



March 1 
First Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
Psalm 32 (UMH 766) 
Romans 5:12-19 
Matthew 4:1-11 

March 8 
Second Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 12:1-4a 
Psalm 121 (UMH 844) 
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
John 3:1-17 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 2/18/2020 edition 

Sexual Ethics Workshop – Feb. 20 
According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this workshop is required every three years 
for any person serving under appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension 
ministers, appointed lay speakers). The Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held Thursday, Feb. 20 
from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. at Pittman Park UMC in Statesboro. Register here. Cost is $35, which 
includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to South Georgia 
Conference. For questions, email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note that spouses and lay 
employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop. 

Basic Lay Speaking Class, Ellaville – Feb. 21-22 
A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is ready and desirous to serve the 
Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, 
organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A lay speaker has completed the required 
training courses in lay speaking and has been approved by a district or annual conference 
committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local church by witnessing to the Christian 
faith through spoken communication, church and community leadership, and caregiving 
ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct services of worship, preach, and lead 
study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district superintendent. Registration fee for the 
class is $25. This fee covers all materials and lunch on Saturday. This class will be held Friday, 
Feb. 21 from 6:30 until 9 p.m. and Saturday, Feb. 22 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at Ellaville UMC. 
Registration: www.sgaumc.org/layspeakertraining. 

Advanced Lay Speaking Class, Perry – Feb. 21-22 
A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is ready and desirous to serve the 
Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, 



organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A lay speaker has completed the required 
training courses in lay speaking and has been approved by a district or annual conference 
committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local church by witnessing to the Christian 
faith through spoken communication, church and community leadership, and caregiving 
ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct services of worship, preach, and lead 
study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district superintendent. Registration fee for the 
class is $25. This fee covers all materials and lunch on Saturday. This class will be held Friday, 
Feb. 21 from 6:30 until 9 p.m. and Saturday, Feb. 22 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at Crossroads 
UMC in Perry. Note: Basic Lay Speaking class must be completed before taking the Advanced 
Class. Registration: www.sgaumc.org/layspeakertraining. 

Kingdom Builders Promotion Sunday – Feb. 23 
You are blessed to be a blessing. We have been blessed to travel roads that were paved by those 
that went before us. Our lives have been changed by the investments they made. Now the torch 
has been passed to us to make the investments that will pave the road for the generation that will 
follow us. In 1962 the Kingdom Builders Club was started to change lives by funding new 
ministries and new congregations. Several of the largest congregations in South Georgia were 
started with funds from Kingdom Builders. In fact, the #1 and the #2 fastest growing United 
Methodist Congregations in the U.S. over the past 10 years are both in our conference and you 
started them. Way to go South Georgia! Pray for your friends AND become a Kingdom Builder 
by making a financial investment today to the Kingdom Builders Advanced Special. Click here 
to download a Kingdom Builder support form.  

2020 Campus Crawl – Feb. 27-29 
Campus Crawl, set for Feb. 27-29, is a bus tour designed to introduce 9th-12th grade students to 
United Methodist colleges and campus ministries around the state. In one weekend, high school 
students will meet representatives from our United Methodist colleges and universities in 
Georgia as well as meet several Wesley Foundations on public university campuses. This year 
we're visiting the following campuses and ministries: KSU, Young Harris, Reinhardt, Georgia 
Tech, Clark Atlanta, LaGrange, West Georgia, and Emory. Want to go? Sign up now! Click here 
for more information and to register. 

Basic Lay Speaking Class, McRae – Feb. 28-29 
A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is ready and desirous to serve the 
Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, 
organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A lay speaker has completed the required 
training courses in lay speaking and has been approved by a district or annual conference 
committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local church by witnessing to the Christian 
faith through spoken communication, church and community leadership, and caregiving 
ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct services of worship, preach, and lead 
study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district superintendent. Registration fee for the 
class is $25. This fee covers all materials and lunch on Saturday. This class will be held Friday, 



Feb. 28 from 6:30 until 9 p.m. and Saturday, Feb. 29 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at McRae UMC. 
Registration: www.sgaumc.org/layspeakertraining. 

Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat – Feb. 29 – March 1 
The 18th annual South Georgia Conference sponsored Confirmation Retreat is designed for 
students in the fifth grade and above. This event provides churches of all sizes an opportunity to 
connect with others through worship, study, and fellowship.  It will also include large group 
gatherings around the church seasons and breakout sessions with topics of grace, United 
Methodist History and United Methodist lingo as well as Holy Clubs throughout the weekend. 
Space is limited to the first 500 completed registrations received. Not meant to be the only 
confirmation youth go through, the Confirmation Retreat should be complementary to what a 
church is or will be doing. Click here for more information. 

 


