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Rev. Magoni elected as Conference’s first female, deacon BOM chairperson 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Healthy. Fruitful. Effective. 

The fruit borne out in Rev. Fran Magoni’s ministry and life made her a clear choice to succeed 
Rev. Scott Tucker as chairperson of the South Georgia Conference’s Board of Ordained 
Ministry.  

Rev. Magoni, pastor of discipleship and administration at Martha Bowman United Methodist 
Church in Macon, is the first deacon and first female to serve in this role. The historic nature of 
the role isn’t the first thing that came to her mind when she accepted it, though, she says. 

“I was thinking of the responsibility and whether I have the gifts and graces to do the job. I 
thought more about how I can be effective,” she said. “My heart is to make sure that I show up, 
lean in, and work hard to serve the conference well.” 

Rev. Magoni, who was commissioned in 2013 and ordained in 2015, has served on the Board of 
Ordained Ministry (BOM) since 2016. She’s also served as a Residency in Ministry Program 
(RIM) mentor and as BOM secretary. When searching for a successor, Rev. Tucker and others 
looked for someone with a healthy and fruitful ministry, he said. 

“We saw the vitality of her ministry in several different settings, and all of it worked together to 
point us in her direction, and she was willing to jump into it,” Rev. Tucker said of Rev. Magoni. 

The Board of Ordained Ministry is vital to the Conference in that it helps determine the fitness, 
readiness, and effectiveness of those who seek to serve in The United Methodist Church. Having 
served as chairperson of the BOM for four years, Rev. Tucker equates overseeing the process to 
conducting an orchestra.  

Dr. Jay Harris, who serves as Assistant to the Bishop for Ministerial Services, works closely with 
the BOM and sees the responsibilities held by the chairperson. 

“I have always had a deep appreciation for the chairs of the Board of Ordained Ministry, who, 
like other leaders working on the Board, volunteer their time in addition to their ministries in the 
local church,” he said. “The chairperson looks over the whole and helps order the moving parts 
of the Board's responsibilities, processes, and deliberations, and makes sure that all of this is 
helping build a diverse group of clergy women and men who are discovering the fullness of 
God's call and leading the church effectively. Fran has been shadowing the outgoing Board chair 
for the past year and has demonstrated that she will do a great job.” 

In talking about important traits a BOM chairperson should have, Rev. Tucker returns, time and 
time again, to fruitfulness. 



“Modeling healthy living out of whichever form of pastoral identity you have, that’s kind of 
where I see that board chair role,” he said. “And that’s one reason why I think it’s good for us to 
have our first female chair and our first full deacon chairperson, to more fully recognize that 
there are important gifts that our female elders and deacons bring to the table and that our 
deacons bring to the table. It helps us lift up a holistic picture of what the ministry looks like. It 
doesn’t just look like one thing. It can look like a lot of things.” 

Rev. Magoni says she’s humbled and grateful to have the opportunity to serve and looks forward 
to getting to know candidates and the pastors and laity with whom she’ll serve. 

The South Georgia Conference has been a fertile ground to grow her ministry and develop her 
skills and talents, she said. 

“I feel so thankful for the attitude of the South Georgia Conference and its leadership towards 
being a woman in ministry. Throughout my time, I have felt so affirmed, so encouraged, and I 
have never felt like my gender was an obstacle or a barrier,” she said. “I know that’s not 
everyone’s story, but I am very grateful for those who paved the way and the work the South 
Georgia Conference has done to make sure that we are an inclusive conference.” 

As she looks forward to her four years as BOM chairman, she knows the importance of the role 
and its impact on the lives of those who are called into ministry, the congregations they will 
serve, and the Conference as a whole. 

“The board touches a lot of lives, and as a part of that you get to know the stories of a lot of 
people who are saying yes to the call to ministry,” she said. “It’s a joy to be able to be a part of 
that.” 

 

CLM training is invaluable preparation for ministry 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Joy Ware wears a lot of hats.  

A member of Pinkney Chapel United Methodist Church in Folkston, she preaches regularly, is 
active in her Sunday school class, and can often be found helping in the church’s kitchen.  

Wanting to further her leadership skills and learn how to better plan, prepare, and deliver a 
sermon, Ware enrolled in the Conference’s most recent Certified Lay Minister training session.  

An intense, five-day immersion course, the CLM training offers a holistic overview of ministry 
in several key areas.  

David Farrior, who was recently appointed as lay pastor of Nahunta United Methodist Church, 
said that what he learned at the CLM training will be a tremendous asset to his ministry. 



“I have spoken more than 50 times at local churches, but none of that really prepared me to 
pastor a church,” he said. “I thought I was prepared, but I wasn’t. CLM has definitely given me 
confidence. I wish I had taken the class before I had taken a church. It’s invaluable!” 

During the week-long intensive class, the 15-person group studied topics including worship and 
worship planning, preaching and teaching, congregational care, discipleship, communication, 
organizational and personal leadership, and the United Methodist connection.  

The highest level of lay certification one can obtain in The United Methodist Church, Certified 
Lay Ministry training is typically taken after completing the basic and advanced lay servant 
courses. 

A broad array of people – from those just graduating college and starting their careers to life-
long servants who want to deepen their understanding of ministry – are taking the training, said 
Anne Bosarge, assistant director of Congregational Development.  

“We have really seen people with lots of different experiences come through the training,” she 
said. “What they get out of it is a wide variety of things.” 

Neco Trimmings is always looking for opportunities to grow and learn, and he didn’t let a 
pandemic dampen that desire.  

A recent College of Coastal Georgia graduate, Trimmings is now the director of Armstrong 
Wesley and is responsible for all of Wesley’s ministry to the Savannah Armstrong campus. He 
also assists in leading and discipling students on the Statesboro campus. 

During the most recent CLM training, held in July at The Chapel in Brunswick, Trimmings said 
he made great friends, had deep conversations, and learned a lot. 

“I can use the tools I learned from the class about church growth and strategy to figure out where 
we are and how to best minister to and serve the students,” he said. “It felt like God was 
speaking so clearly. It was such a grace-filled way of hearing the Lord’s voice and actually 
responding to what he was saying to me.” 

All believers are leaders, Bosarge said, and have been given an opportunity to influence others. 
The CLM training helps people develop and hone their skills to be the best leaders they can be. 

“I don’t want to be an okay leader, I want to be the best leader I can because it’s for God’s 
glory,” she said. “As believers, when we’re leading, we’re leading for God’s glory, and anything 
we can do in order to shine the spotlight on Him even more fully is what we need to do. So any 
kind of leadership development people can take advantage of helps them lead for the glory of 
God in a stronger, more influential way.” 

 

The spirituality of sandcastles 

A UMC.org feature by Crystal Caviness* 



Most weekends, Dylan Mulligan can be found surrounded by skies and sea, relishing in all that 
God’s Hand has wrought, whistling his favorite hymn, “This is My Father’s World.” 

Mulligan builds sandcastles, a hobby the lifelong United Methodist has pursued for more than 
three decades. Through the years, Mulligan has come to realize that what some might call child’s 
play is his God-given gift. 

“The Lord gives everyone talents,” Mulligan says. “When I realized how much people enjoyed 
my creations, building sandcastles became about something more than an activity I enjoyed. It 
became about taking that talent to glorify Him.” 

Opportunities to share 

Spending hours building sand structures presents opportunities to talk about his faith, as admirers 
often question Mulligan on how he can build the intricate castles. 

“It’s nothing but the Good Lord’s blessing,” Mulligan always replies. “A human being could not 
take a pile of sand and turn it into something like that.” 

Mulligan has been mixing piles of sand with buckets of water since he was 4. Back then, he built 
drip castles. “The mud drips out of your hands and gradually builds,” he explains. The youngster 
graduated to small hand stacked towers and walls and, as a young adult, learned to build larger 
towers and walls. 

Claiming he’s no professional, he says he occasionally watches videos of professional sandcastle 
builders. Mainly, though, trial and error were his teachers. “I figured out what worked for me,” 
adding that his instruments involve water buckets, shovels, PVC pipe to shape towers and 
carving tools. 

Mulligan’s creations have included replicas from around the world, including well-known 
Georgia structures, such as The Cathedral of Saint John the Baptist in Savannah, Georgia, and 
the University of Georgia School of Law, where Mulligan, an attorney, attended. He recently 
built Highclere Castle, known to the world as Downton Abbey from the popular TV series of the 
same name. 

A special build 

His favorite creation – and story – involves his home church, Glennville United Methodist 
Church. 

On the day Mulligan planned to build his beloved church, he headed to Contentment Sandbar on 
the Julienton River in Shellman Bluff, Georgia, where his family has a vacation home. After four 
hours, Mulligan was admiring his newly-finished creation, one in which he spent time getting the 
steeple just right and hand fashioning the cross out of marsh grass. Then the weather changed. 

“All of a sudden, the sky got black and the wind kicked up and snatched my bucket and hat down 
the sandbar,” he says. “About that time, the wind knocked the steeple down. I was heartbroken.” 



As he headed to the boat, it began to rain. “Rain is just like pouring a bucket on water on the 
sandcastle,” he explained. “I knew when I left the sandbar nothing would be left of the sandcastle 
when I got back.” 

Thirty minutes later, the storm passed and Mulligan returned to survey the damage. 

“Lo and behold, it was still standing,” he exclaimed. “The direction of the storm and the way the 
wind was blowing, the rain all hit the back side of the church. The side that people saw and all 
the details were untouched. No damage to it at all. 

“To come back after a massive storm and find that it was standing perfectly,” Mulligan marvels, 
“that sandcastle took on a special meaning.” 

Mulligan rebuilt the steeple and made a few repairs before taking photos of the sand version of 
his home church, which he posted on The Georgia Sandman Facebook page. 

Nothing is permanent 

“This house built of sand unfortunately would not last long,” he wrote on Facebook. “However, 
that wonderful, beautiful Methodist church built on South Caswell Street in Glennville, Georgia, 
still stands upon Christ, the solid Rock, and will never sink beneath the waves.” 

Relinquishing his sand castles to the inevitable tides each day has taught Mulligan an important 
spiritual lesson. 

“Nothing on earth is permanent, especially if you’re building on sand,” he says, referencing 
Jesus’ parable of building on rock and not sand (Matthew 7:24-27). “When I started making that 
biblical analogy, it changed my outlook. I’ve come to the point now, when I build it, I just enjoy 
it. I know the tide is going to destroy it. There’s no point to try to protect worldly things.” 

* Crystal Caviness works for UMC.org at United Methodist Communications. Contact her 
by email or by calling 615-742-5138. 

This story was published August 20, 2020. 

Photo caption: Dylan Mulligan, the Georgia Sandman, built a replica of Highclere Castle, 
known to the world as Downton Abbey. This creation, built at Gould's Inlet on Saint Simons 
Island, Georgia, took a total of seven hours and contains over one hundred gallons of water. 
Photo courtesy of Dylan Mulligan. 

 

We're Alive Together at the Table! 

September 1 begins Bishop Bryan’s fifth year as the episcopal leader of the South Georgia 
Conference. We are so thankful he said “yes” to an additional 16 months of service in South 
Georgia as a result of the postponement of General & Jurisdictional Conferences. Click here to 



view the closing of the 2020 Annual Conference Session where Bishop Bryan casts his vision 
and theme for South Georgia for the coming year: “Alive Together at the Table.” 

 

Liminal space 

FROM THE BISHOP 
R. LAWSON BRYAN 

Thanks for the inspiring way that you, laity and clergy, participated in our historic virtual annual 
conference session. Your cards, letters, texts, and emails of affirmation are deeply appreciated. I 
have also heard from others beyond our conference. One told me, “My wife and I watched your 
annual conference, and we want you to know it was a spiritual experience for us. South Georgia 
did it right.” To God be the glory! 

So, now what? 

Now it is time to look for the open doors that are around us in this present moment. To get 
started, I encourage you to join me in reading Susan Beaumont’s book, “How To Lead When 
You Don’t Know Where You’re Going.” Though I am only a few chapters in, I can see that this 
book is going to challenge me to pay attention to the in-between nature of our time. Rev. Ben 
Gosden, pastor of Trinity UMC in Savannah, told me about the book and, since he is farther 
along in reading it, I asked him to give us his take on it: 

Beaumont's book opens with a quote from Ed Catmull, the co-founder of Disney’s Pixar: “There 
is a sweet spot between the known and the unknown where originality happens; the key is to be 
able to linger there without panicking.” 

Liminal thinking might be one of those $25 terms that makes our eyes glaze over as we ponder 
the vastness of the confusion that such a term could invoke. 

But here’s my Ben Gosden $1 definition: “Liminal thinking is the art of questioning the way 
we’ve always done something with the hope that our questioning could lead us to a better and 
brighter future.” 

This global pandemic has only exacerbated the reality that we, in the church, have been missing 
the mark for years now. Not having a religion is quickly becoming the fastest growing religious 
identity in our country. And wringing our hands, gnashing our teeth, and closing ourselves off 
from this rapidly changing world won’t change that reality. 

It’s time to think. It’s time to question. It’s time to engage in some liminal thinking. 

And Susan Beaumont’s book is a great introduction to such an adventure! 

Thanks, Ben, for pointing us toward a resource aimed at equipping us to lead in such a time as 
this. 



Personally, this book appeals to me because of a pastoral appointment I had several years ago. It 
was to an inner-city church in Montgomery, Ala. It was in an historic area, in front of the state 
capitol and across the street from the church where Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. had been the 
pastor. Lots of government workers were there during the day, but there was no neighborhood. 
No one lived near the church. The migration to the suburbs had been going on for 30 years. After 
a while I figured out that I could not do ministry the way I had been accustomed to doing it in 
other areas where people lived near the church. I was in a “liminal space.” 

But then I noticed that, as tough as it was, this was a situation that caused me to ask some 
important questions like: What does it mean to be the church in this context? Where is God at 
work here? How do you define effectiveness and fruitfulness in ministry in an inner city where 
very few lived?  

Wrestling with these questions also led to the realization that none of my colleagues had ever 
served in inner-city settings and therefore there was not a reservoir of experience I could draw on 
in the annual conference.   

But the laity of that church, mostly an older congregation, persevered and found a “sweet spot” 
for ministry. Five days a week, hundreds of workers drove downtown and filled the state office 
buildings. What if we offered worship on Fridays in addition to Sunday? What if we offered it 
during the lunch hour, with 30 minutes in the chapel and 30 minutes for lunch in the fellowship 
hall? Friday Focus was born. Each week, the congregation ranged from supply clerks to Supreme 
Court justices. 

From time to time we would sit around and try to remember how the idea emerged, but we never 
could figure it out – even though we had all been part of it from the start. It emerged as those 
brave church members took time to pay attention to the liminal space and look for open doors. 

Look for your next sweet spot in ministry as you join me in reading, “How To Lead When You 
Don’t Know Where You’re Going.” 

Alive Together at the Table, 

R. Lawson Bryan 

 

Biased Love 

Fall Quarter: Love for One Another 
Unit 1: Struggles with Love 

Sunday school lesson for the week of September 6, 2020 
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 



Lesson Scripture: Genesis 25:28; 35:23-26 
Key Verse: Genesis 37:11 “His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter 
in mind.” 

Aim of the lesson: To reveal the powerful and generational effect of family conflict and 
favoritism. The lesson also helps us understand how Israel ended up in Egypt from Canaan, only 
to escape years later through the Exodus. 

Context and Background 

The entire book of Genesis is related to God’s covenant with us. One of the high, climactic 
moments is Gen. 12 when God’s covenant with Abram is established. Where does this story of 
Joseph and his family fit into this all-important theme? Let us remember that the high, sacred 
moment in Israelite history is the Exodus. In this dramatic event, Israel escapes their slavery in 
Egypt through the waters parted by God. But the question arises as to how Israel ended up settled 
in Egypt, which is an important dynamic in the story. The family of Israel had migrated into 
Canaan. This land was valued, for it was rich in water. One of the prophets actually refers to 
Canaan as the “way of the water.” Thus, it had become a great trade route for other tribes, and 
was great for herdsmen like Isaac and his family. The story of Joseph explains how and why they 
left Canaan for Egypt.  

Naturally, the culture and customs of the near eastern people were different from those that 
developed in the west. The events in the narrative of Joseph predate the Mosaic Law. However, 
an understanding of certain laws had developed, such as the law of hospitality, penalties for 
stealing etc. Selling Joseph into slavery violated the culture and deeply wounded the laws of 
family.  

What is amazing is although the near eastern world lived so differently in relation to certain rules 
and customs, the family of Israel experienced some of the same emotional turmoil and pain 
families experience today. This narrative definitely reveals the author of Genesis was not 
creating stories of super men and women. He lets us clearly see the “feet of clay” and sins of 
Israel. This narrative has revenge, jealousy, arrogance, and greed. The positive and negative 
behaviors and attitudes present in the modern family were just as present in the family of Jacob. 

The two major destructive attitudes we will discuss in this lesson are favoritism and jealousy. 

Jacob was reared in a home of favoritism. His father loved Esau for his hunting skill and ability 
to provide food. Rebekah loved Jacob. The narrative doesn’t tell us why she loved Jacob more 
than Esau, but the fact that she did is clearly stated. She devised with Jacob a scheme to steal the 
birthright that rightly, and by cultural law, belonged to Esau. This was one of the most important 
acts and transfers in the O.T. world. The first-born son was to receive the full inheritance of the 
father. Rebekah and Jacob took advantage of Isaac’s failing vision and stole the birthright. The 
giving of the birthright was given through the laying on of hands and the words spoken by the 



father. Many ask why Isaac simply didn’t take back the birthright back once he realized it was 
stolen. The reason Jacob was allowed to keep the birthright is related to the near eastern 
understanding of the power of “word.” Words had creative power and once a vow or promise 
was spoken it was irrevocable. Remember, the world was created in the opening of Genesis 
through God’s speaking. Isaac had spoken the birthright over Jacob and therefore could not 
rescind it.  

Therefore, Jacob was reared in a home of favoritism and greed. We should not be surprised this 
became his parenting style. Children often learn to parent from their parents and can imitate the 
parenting and values they witness in the family. His family background might also explain 
Jacob’s choice to ignore the animosity and jealousy possessing his own sons. He most often 
seems to have ignored what was very obvious.  

Can you create a confidential list of the positives in the family in which you were reared? Are 
there behaviors you would like avoid? 

Theological reflection on the text 
Genesis 37:2 

The tone and content of verse 2 reveals the author’s major concern in including this narrative in 
Genesis. He wants the reader to understand not only God’s covenant with Abraham and Sarah, 
but how that covenant affected the family for generations, positive and negative. Since God has 
made this covenant, how did the extended family of Abraham and Sarah live out that sacred 
promise and blessing? Jacob is the grandson of Abraham and therefore the author begins here to 
continue the story and dynamics associated with the covenant of Gen. 12.  

The narrative begins by informing us of Joseph’s age when the following recorded major events 
occurred. He was 17. Yet, we are introduced to the favoritism enacted by Jacob when Joseph was 
a young boy. When the tense encounter between Esau and Jacob finally reached a point of 
confrontation, Joseph and mother Rachel were placed in the rear of Jacob’s entourage. Joseph’s 
10 other brothers were not offered this type of protection. The tone and pattern are set for the 
favoritism that is going to be displayed in the following years. It must have been reaching a 
crescendo when Joseph was 17 and thus the animosity between the brothers must start becoming 
undeniable and overt. We have no record of Jacob offering an explanation for his protection of 
Joseph and his mother. However, as we continue to read the narrative, we find Isaac with his 
head buried in the sand. He is watching and engaging in favoritism, and has to recognize the 
growing conflict in his other sons, but throughout the story he says and does little. Then again, 
how could Jacob explain the blatant favoritism shown Joseph? What explanation would be 
satisfactory?  

The story then shifts gears a little from the favoritism of Jacob and tells us of Jacob’s other 
children. He gave two of his wives to Leah and Rachel. Therefore, the two wives became the 
servants of Leah and Rachel. They were no longer wives, but were now designated concubines 



simply by Jacob’s decree. When they gave birth, their children belonged to their biological 
mother’s owner. Therefore, when Bilhah and Zilpah, the former wives, gave birth, their child did 
not belong to them, but instead to Leah and Rachel. 

The authors intent may have been to reveal the size of Jacob’s family and its growth. This would 
later explain the magnitude of the Exodus. Sadly, it reveals that women were indeed treated as 
property. They could be given and taken according to what their male owner wanted. Imagine 
how it would feel to give birth, experience the bond between mother and child only to have your 
child taken from you. This section informs us that later it will be a large family and their servants 
who settle in Egypt.  

Though it is not explicitly stated, Jacob may have been grooming Joseph to lead the family upon 
his passing. If so, he would violate the law of birthright for the second time. This might explain 
why Joseph felt he had the power and authority to report on the others to his father. Though is 
only 17 he is not a child. He is a young man. Certainly, he appears immature, but he would 
understand his actions and what they would mean to his brothers, especially when the report is a 
“bad report.” He, like his father, doesn’t seem to be that concerned with what their behaviors 
mean to the other brothers. These brothers would experience heartbreak, possibly feel unloved, 
and emotionally distant from their father. Yet, Jacob and Joseph do not address that hurt early in 
the narrative. Before we think of Joseph as a heroic figure in the O.T. story, remember he was 
first arrogant and seems to have little compassion for his own brothers. However, this will reveal 
the transforming power of God to fashion Joseph into a man who will forgive, provide and save 
this very family in Egypt. 

How do you think you would have reacted to Joseph as one of the other brothers? Why do you 
think Jacob was emotionally as distant as he was to his other sons, and did not mind overtly 
showing his favoritism to Joseph? What behaviors and attitudes are beginning to grow in the 
brothers? In answering, ask yourself, what would I do, and how would I feel? 

Verse 37:3-4 

At this point we receive a pointedly, blatant statement of the behavior and feelings of Jacob 
toward his sons. It doesn’t get plainer than he “loved Joseph more than any of his sons.” This 
revelation also helps us understand the source of the emotional pain of Joseph’s brothers, and the 
igniting of their anger that would take harsh, painful action in return. We are also offered a 
rationale for Jacob’s favoritism for Joseph. The parallel to his own birth story is stunning. Isaac 
was born to Abraham and Sarah in their old age, and therefore was certainly treated as a gift 
from God. Now, Joseph is born to Jacob in Jacob’s old age and treated as precious gift. 

The robe is an interesting part of the story. Though in our modern culture we have so many 
expressions to demonstrate wealth and status, in the Middle East clothing was a major expression 
of your importance. Even up to the time of the European kings we find they took great interest in 
their clothing, and often wore a particular form of clothing to meet or engage with dignitaries. 



The text reads that Jacob “made the robe.” Whether Jacob himself made it is debatable, 
especially with his impaired vision. He was also wealthy enough, with enough servants to have it 
made. Whatever the case, giving the robe to Joseph was a significant event with significant 
meaning. The Hebrew word for “robe” used here is used on only one other occasion in the O.T. 
The word is used to describe the garment King David’s daughter wore. The robe would have 
been ornate and set Joseph apart in a manner that incensed his brothers. Joseph proudly wore it 
and it became a constant reminder to his brothers that he was the favored one. Their jealousy had 
now become hate. It was a constant reminder that their father loved Joseph far more than them. I 
have often wondered if they felt loved at all by their father. Again, Jacob does nothing to 
alleviate their hurt or stop their growing animosity. Their hatred now controlled their tongues, for 
they could not utter one good word to Joseph. Joseph’s every word would have been despised, 
and wearing his robe would prove to be an act of arrogance. They hated Joseph so deeply they 
inflicted a painful consequence which can hurt. They would use silence as their weapon of hate 
or refuse to utter one kind word to him. Silence may prove silent to the ear, but it speaks volumes 
and does so loud and clear. When we refuse to speak to another, we are informing them they 
mean little or nothing to us, and are not even worth a word.  

Their hate is deeply rooted in the vicious destructive emotion of jealousy. It has often been called 
the “green eyed monster,” and long been associated with the color of green. Some believe the 
ancient Greeks created this association by believing the body over produced bile, which turn the 
skin slightly green. This reveals that even ancient civilizations recognized this destructive 
behavior and tried to discover its source. They took jealousy so seriously they sought its cause. 
Actually, jealousy recognizes no color, gender, status or age except for young children. Sadly, 
our culture will teach them jealousy soon enough.  

There is a N.T. passage that for years interested me. On the sabbath, Jesus and his disciples had 
picked grain from a field to eat. The Pharisees were present and eager to point out this was a 
violation of the Mosaic Law. The question that most pestered me was, “What were the Pharisees 
doing standing there?” You usually found religious leaders at synagogues, important banquets, or 
in Jerusalem where the most knowledgeable of the law gathered. Then the answer came. 
Jealousy makes us stand in places we would never otherwise stand. Pharisees are standing at a 
grain field because they are jealous of Jesus. Jealous people have confronted others, or stand in 
groups belittling the one that makes them most jealous. We could continue this, list for it would 
be long. The hatred of the brothers had now also become full-fledged jealousy. The brothers will 
find themselves not in the field near the sheep, but near a cistern into which they will throw their 
brother.  

Are there places where you stood, or actions taken, that were rooted in jealousy? Is there a 
behavior or dynamic in life that arouses jealousy most easily in you? What do you do when you 
sense jealousy within yourself? What do you think are good, productive, redemptive responses to 
jealousy? 



Verse 37:5-8 

Joseph was blessed with a spiritual gift that could be used for the good of many. (Actually, later 
it would.) When we recognize that we might have a true spiritual gift, the emphasis is upon the 
gift and what it accomplishes for God. Joseph makes the dream about him. He seems just as 
concerned that his brothers know “he had the dream” as the message of the dream. The manner 
in which Joseph shared the dream must have had an arrogant tone, for instead of listening to the 
dream’s meaning, their attention is upon Joseph and “they hate him all the more.”  

Even if the dream was true, Joseph gained nothing, and nothing redemptive occurred when he 
shared it with his brothers. Without doubt, Joseph told the dream in a manner in which it was 
obvious that he was the powerful one, and his brothers were subservient. His choice of words 
must have dripped with arrogance to create an even deeper hatred in his brothers. 

Perhaps in his immaturity, Joseph felt he was doing best telling his dream to his brothers. But he 
without doubt possesses little tact and even less compassion. Telling his brothers they would one 
day bow before him was no way to resolve the hatred they possessed or heal the broken 
relationship. Jealousy and hate only intensified.  

Verse 9 reveals that either Joseph couldn’t have cared less about his brother’s response, or just 
had trouble relating to the feelings of others. Though it is just a guess, I would almost certainly 
believe his father, Jacob, nurtured the feeling of superiority that dwelled in Joseph’s heart. 
Jacob’s blatant favoritism, failure to try to reconcile his sons to each other, and ignoring the 
obvious pain in his family reveals that he was as much to blame for what was to transpire as the 
brothers. 

What actions do you believe Jacob could have taken to create a loving united family instead of a 
home filled with animosity? Would you have chosen Jacob and Joseph to one day become 
instrumental in saving Israel? Why not? What does it say about God that he would use them, 
flawed men with feet of clay, for such an important endeavor? 

Genesis 37:9-11 

The second dream differed little from the first in content. However, in scope it was grander, 
more threatening to his brothers, and now included his father and mother. The near eastern 
people often thought of the heavens as the abode of the gods. When the family of Israel prayed it 
is most probable they looked upward. The heavens also provided the signs of events to come 
upon earth. Read Psalm 19 to gain a fuller understanding of what the heavens meant to the near 
eastern people. Therefore, when Joseph claims his dream revealed that even the heavens would 
bow before him it was upsetting and threatening. This dream opens the door from the first real 
response of Jacob toward Joseph’s claims and their implications.  



Jacob well knew the law of birthright, for he had stolen it from Esau. The father, as the most 
powerful figure in the family, passed all he owned to his firstborn son. Now one of his sons is 
placing his father in a subservient position. Jacob is disturbed, asking if he and Joseph’s mother 
are being asked to join the heavens in bowing to his young son. To bow was an act of worship, 
an act of subservience, and an act in which the one bowing recognizes the greater power of the 
one before whom he bows. 

For the first time, Jacob actually confronts Joseph, whom he has allowed to emotionally and 
culturally treat his brothers as servants instead of family. Jacob also had dreams. But his dreams 
gave him directions concerning the direction his family should take. However, Joseph’s dreams 
were about himself and the powerful position he would receive.  

An enlightening transition now occurs within the brothers. The text reveals they may have been 
starting to take Joseph’s dreams seriously. Thus, Joseph was now more than an arrogant 
aggravating brother, he was a threat. Then the narrative states that their hatred transformed into 
jealousy. If we questioned most people which was most destructive, hatred or jealousy, most 
would probably say hatred. The lesson says the brothers became jealous, and their jealousy was 
an even stronger emotion and response than their seething hatred. Of course, the two are 
intimately connected. However, hatred is a feeling, a feeling that affects how we relate to the one 
hated. Jealousy on the other hand, is mostly concerned with vision. They begin to envision what 
Joseph may have that they do not and grow jealous. Watching their father dote over Joseph for 
years filled their eyes with visions and memories that made them jealous of what Joseph had and 
they did not. They would continue to feel their hatred, but now they would watch every action of 
favoritism toward Joseph and think, “Why not me?” and “Why him?”  

Again, jealousy makes us stand in places we would never otherwise stand, as the Pharisees did at 
the grain field with Jesus. Now the jealousy of the brothers will lead them to a cistern. Their 
jealousy now envisions the removal of Joseph from their lives, as if this would rid them of their 
hatred and Jacob’s blatant favoritism. 

Jacob did not forget Joseph’s second dream and kept it “in mind.” Now Jacob realized the 
implications of Joseph’s dreams and began to watch Joseph for signs that his dreams might 
indeed come to pass. Yet, he still did nothing to address the remarkable meaning of his young 
son’s dreams.  

What is the difference to you between hatred and jealousy? Or, is there a difference? Have you 
ever experienced hatred becoming jealousy? 

Genesis 37:23-24 

Jacob sent Joseph to his brothers to deliver information. The brothers were herding near a major 
trade route. Many have wondered why so many nations wanted to own Israel. The land served as 
a bridge, allowing tribes and merchants to travel from Asia Minor to Egypt. The land also 



provided water, a valuable commodity in the Middle East. His brothers worked near one of the 
routes and Midianite trade merchants traveled through. The brothers recognized the approach of 
the merchants as an opportunity to enact the hatred and jealousy that consumed them for years. 

The purchasing of slaves and servants was sadly a common practice. The brothers had stripped 
Joseph of the robe. It isn’t shocking that they ripped away the symbol of their father’s favoritism. 
Joseph had worn it as a badge of his father’s selective love. Their proud brother wearing his regal 
robe was now stripped down as a slave, imprisoned in a cistern. He had been stripped of all that 
made him feel favored and now would feel what his brothers, his family servants, and others felt. 
They later slaughtered a goat and smeared the blood on the robe to convince Jacob his favorite 
son had been killed by a wild animal. This loss will hurl Jacob into a deep, lasting depression. 
The brothers had not only sold their brother into slavery, they had made their father a slave to his 
grief.  

Joseph was sold to the Midianites for twenty shekels of silver, the normal price for purchasing a 
common slave. The Midianites took their new purchase down into Egypt and his family did not 
see him for years. This is the beginning of Israel’s presence in Egypt from where they will 
escape in God’s provision of the Exodus.  

Conclusion 

Whether more than 1,000 years ago or today, families can be thrown in disarray through parents 
who choose to parent disconnected from the members of their family. Parents should be aware of 
what is occurring in their children’s lives. Demonstrating love toward each as equally as possible 
creates an atmosphere in which familial love and self-confidence can grow in the children. I 
couldn’t help but notice the narrative never reveals to us the effect of the disconnected family on 
the mother. It reads as though Jacob is the only one hurt. These mothers certainly hurt and 
experienced grief, as did Jacob. Thankfully, most families inflicted with jealousy and hatred do 
not participate in violence. But there are other forms of violence. It is an act of emotional 
violence to disregard a hurting family member, to allow a child to feel unwanted and unworthy, 
or to simply neglect them. A family infected with the sins of hatred, jealousy and pride affects 
and hurts everyone in the family. Families can engage in long-lasting bitterness and division. 
Some may experience depression and some even physical illness from the stress in which they 
live. When a family is overcome with jealousy and hate it is a serious matter needing prayer and 
counsel. Jacob’s behavior should teach us that brokenness in a family should never be ignored. 

Yet, there is a positive power present in the story. God uses the sinfulness of this family for his 
future glorious purposes. God never gives up on us, and we are never useless to God. God’s 
loving redemption is always available, and his sovereign purposes will be fulfilled. Thus, no 
situation is hopeless. Paul wrote, “We are saved by hope.” (Romans 8:24). A family can be saved 
through the hope of God’s redemption as much as the individual.  



Do you often feel unworthy to serve God? Do your feet of clay make you feel disqualified? What 
do you do to remind yourself of God’s unfailing love? 

Prayer 

Almighty God, in whatever family in which I live, let me be salt and light. Teach me look for the 
goodness in each member and empower me to overlook and forgive. Use me as a peacemaker 
and a source of healing through Jesus. In Jesus name, Amen. 

Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com.        

 

Obedient Love 

Fall Quarter: Love for One Another 
Unit 1: Struggles with Love  

Sunday school lesson for the week of September 13, 2020 
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 

Lesson Scripture: Genesis 41:14-57 
Key Verse: Genesis 41:30-40 

Lesson Aims: Describe how Joseph grew from an immature teen into a godly man. Describe 
how Joseph remained true to his faith in a powerful polytheistic culture. Describe the risk Joseph 
took in remaining true to his God. 

Background 

As painful as Joseph’s tenure as a slave proved to be, it nevertheless stripped him of more than 
just his beautiful robe of status, it stripped him of his arrogant attitude and fashioned him into a 
godly man who dared to risk all for his Hebrew faith. He was left with the choice to assimilate 
into the Egyptian culture or do the righteous thing according to the faith he had learned as a 
Hebrew young man. We learn from his time in Egypt that in spite of his arrogant behavior 
toward his brothers, he truly possessed an authentic sense of charisma. He quickly rose from his 
belittled behavior as a slave to become a leader over Potiphar’s house. Potiphar was a well-
respected leader in the Egyptian hierarchy. He was a captain in Pharaoh’s guard. The choice by 
Potiphar in choosing Joseph to run his household indicated Potiphar recognized the leadership 
gifts and graces present in Joseph. These productive gifts of Joseph had been present all his life, 
yet his pride hid them away, thus, all his brothers could see was his arrogant, self-centered 
behavior. Joseph rose from an ordinary slave purchased for 20 shekels to the master of a major 
official in Egypt.  



Potiphar’s wife must have been attracted to this gifted, talented slave. I image she worried little 
about Joseph reporting her forward behavior toward him to her husband, for Potiphar would 
certainly choose the word of his wife over a Hebrew slave. Though a valued Hebrew slave, 
nevertheless, Joseph was still expendable. However, Potiphar’s wife did not understand the 
knowledge and depth of Joseph’s faith in his Hebrew God. Joseph was willing to risk severe 
punishment if accused, and yet he refused to back away from his truthful account. This behavior 
reveals a real growth of moral substance in Joseph’s life over his years in slavery. 

Joseph’s strong faith is truly quite amazing when many would have blamed God for their painful 
circumstances. A strong faith accepts personal responsibility for their own sinful behavior, and 
they seek grace over blame. First, we need to remember that Joseph was a young adult, 
unmarried man with the same biological drives and feelings of any young man his age. Yet, he 
resisted the temptation of Potiphar’s wife. Furthermore, the penalty for adultery was severe, 
especially when involving a slave. Men engaged in adultery were whipped, some emasculated, 
and some even put to death. Perhaps Joseph’s past integrity gained him some favor with Potiphar 
during his time of admirable behavior in prison. We are not given the rationale for his receiving 
time in prison over the harsher punishment. I like to think that our honest, moral integrity speaks 
in our life and is a witness for others. Though I have no statement in the text that supports this, 
experience has revealed my assertion in life as it may have in yours. Personal integrity is 
noticeable and a witness. Whatever the motivations, Joseph chose his risky faith in God over the 
mighty powers of Egypt. Furthermore, the depth and strength of Joseph’s faith in his God at the 
risk of severe punishment, even death, could have proved powerful witnesses.  

Can you recall an experience when you or another was unjustly punished for being truthful and 
godly? Can you recall a time when your character was more believable than a false accusation? 
How do you believe you would have responded to be unjustly accused and inflicted with a 
painful price? Would you be forgiving? Would you be patient? Would you maintain your faith in 
God? 

It is interesting that a robe once again plays a major role in the calamity inflicted upon Joseph. 
His brothers had stripped away his beautiful robe of status when selling him as a slave. Now, 
Potiphar’s wife rips Joseph’s robe away and uses it as false evidence of Joseph’s fabricated rape.  

It is also interesting that dreams became the instruments Joseph used to display his arrogance to 
his brothers. Now, it is dreams that will open the door to his future freedom. The painful 
experiences in life, even unjust experiences, can still become redemptive in the will of God. 
Hope is the belief that God is present with us in every moment of life, good and bad, painful and 
joyful. God does not waste a single moment in shaping us into the men and women he desires we 
become. The arrogance and first robe, and the false accusation of the second robe opened the 
door for Joseph to save the people of Egypt from harsh drought and later provided a means for 
the Hebrew community to escape through God’s mighty act of the Exodus! 



The entire book of Genesis is about God establishing his covenant people and setting up the 
miraculous events related to the Exodus. What has the story of Joseph got to do with the 
covenant with Abraham and Sarah, and later the mightiest act in Hebrew history, the Exodus? 
The story of Joseph explains how the people of Israel (Jacob) migrated south into Egypt and 
settled there. Over the years they eventually became slaves to Egypt. By the time of the Exodus 
the tribe had greatly multiplied. This large group of slaves became those redeemed by the love 
and power of God through the parting of the water providing escape for the Hebrews in the 
Exodus. All events in Genesis, from Joseph’s slavery to the parted sea, fit together into a 
cohesive whole of God’s refusal to abandon his covenant people and reveal his commitment to 
save them from bondage.  

If I were Joseph, the last experience I would desire would be a dream. The former two dreams in 
Canaan had created severe animosity between himself and his brothers and eventually led to his 
captivity in Egypt. Psychologists tell us that dreams are a vehicle through which our joys, fears 
and longings can be enacted in the subconscious without fear of moral penalty. However, there is 
another form of dream that is a spiritual gift. They are not given to everyone and the emphasis is 
almost always upon the working of God in human affairs. These dreams usually consist of 
warning for the overall good of God’s people, and they are given to individuals as spiritual gifts 
for the enacting of God’s purposes. Wikipedia defines dreams as evidence for the importance of 
“a spiritual world.” Dreams can provide the primary experiential evidence for the reality and 
importance of “an unseen spiritual world.” It is through this spiritual world that God speaks 
through chosen vessels for the sole purpose of proclaiming his will for his people and the world 
in which they live.  

The spiritual dreams with which God had blessed Joseph revealed not only the coming 
devastation of God, but also severed the familial relationships between Joseph and his brothers 
and later even caused his father concern. Now the dreams occurred while Joseph was in prison in 
Egypt on a false charge. Joseph, in his humanity, had every reason to say nothing, and in angry 
retribution simply let the painful events unfold. We could perhaps even understand Joseph 
keeping quiet as he witnessed the prisoner who revealed the first painful dream was executed. 
After all, revealing dreams had merited Joseph little but prison time. Joseph still remained quiet 
when the second dream was revealed. It was the second prisoner that felt a moral debt to Joseph 
for his ability to interpret dreams and either for his own sake, or Joseph’s, or both, he informed 
Pharaoh of a prisoner he met named Joseph that could reveal its meaning. This revelation by the 
prisoner was risky. Telling the truth is often risky and after the first prisoner was executed the 
second prisoner had no assurance things would work out well for him. Still, he told the truth 
about Joseph. He must have considered sharing the truth about Joseph was worth the risk. After 
all, he could face his own execution, death, or a long prison sentence.  

Can you recall a specific time when telling the truth was risky to your position, status, etc.? Do 
you remember reading in the news when individuals risked their lives for speaking the truth, and 
especially for speaking of their faith? 



Theological and personal reflection on the text  
Genesis 41:25-32 

The dreams of the prisoners were identical in content. But, by this time, Joseph was no longer the 
center of attention in delivering the dream. Slavery and prison had greatly humbled him, and 
Joseph made certain it was known that God was the author of the dream. Even giving glory to his 
God was risky, for the Egyptians were a polytheistic culture. Remaining true to our faith, our 
Lord, and the truth are not always beneficial. As a matter of fact, there are moments when loyalty 
to the truth can be dangerous. The Old and New Testaments consist of many who lost their lives 
or were imprisoned for their belief in the God of Israel, and later in Jesus as Lord.  

We can hear the newly developed humility in Joseph in verse 41:28. “Once more Joseph 
emphasized God’s work in granting Pharaoh the dreams and God giving Joseph their 
interpretation. Instead of taking credit for his own wisdom and insight, thus promoting his own 
interests, Joseph continued to point to God’s work and speaking through him.”  

Joseph would not have made such a statement in his youth while speaking to his brothers. This 
text also revealed that God never gave up on Joseph, nor revoked his spiritual gift.  

Can you recall a time when it was obvious to you that you had grown in grace and that God had 
never given up on you though your pride obviously was at work? 

Pharaoh was amazed that the dreams of a Hebrew prisoner came true. Even Pharaohs and kings 
recognized the value of those especially gifted. Though he was willing to recognize that Joseph 
and his God interpreted the dream to save Egypt, he was not willing to give his praise and honor 
to the Hebrew God of Joseph. The Egyptians believed in many gods, and Pharaoh was not 
certain which god was responsible for the fulfillment of the dream. He was uncertain which of 
their gods endowed Joseph with his spiritual ability, thus he believed Joseph himself was to 
receive credit for the dream coming true. Unwilling to recognize Joseph’s Hebrew God, Pharaoh 
changed Joseph’s name to an Egyptian name as an honor to Joseph. This would ensure none of 
his people would give Joseph’s God honor for the fulfillment of the dream, nor ascribe him 
power. Pharaoh was determined to keep the Egyptian deities foremost in the minds in the praise 
of the Egyptian people. Pharaoh was willing to acknowledge that a deity had given Joseph the 
ability and wisdom he possessed and elevated him once again to a position of discernment and 
wisdom for the pharaoh himself. He actually elevated Joseph to a position of the second greatest 
power in Egypt. For a Hebrew to occupy such a position was astounding and unbelievable to 
some, I’m sure.  

We read here that the will of God had been working all along. The spiritual gifts bestowed upon 
Joseph were not just to display power in Egypt, but to elevate Joseph to a position of power and 
authority in the land from which the Exodus would occur years later. All events were falling into 
place under the sovereign hand of God to make possible the most important historical, 
redemptive event in Old Testament history. Joseph, Pharaoh, and all the authorities of Egypt 



were working under the grace and will of almighty Hebrew God whether aware or not. Often, we 
mistakenly understand our own contributions to the mighty redemptive working of God, when in 
reality God has used the big and small events, the natural and supernatural, the common and 
uncommon events to place us in positions for his use. 

Can you remember a moment or moments when you were aware that God was indeed at work to 
accomplish an act of love and redemption? Can you think of a time when you realized in 
retrospect that you took the credit for something that God had been very instrumental in 
accomplishing? 

Growth of the family, even with non-Hebrew children  
Genesis 41:50-52 

Joseph’s willingness to marry non-Hebrew wives says less about marrying outside the clan; it 
most likely is actually is a demonstration of faith. He knows a famine is coming. Whereas others 
would avoid adding to their household, Joseph increases his. Why? He believes in the 
provisional care of God promised in the dreams. His marriage of the daughter of Asenath, 
daughter of priest of Poterphera, priest of On, most likely says less about his disregard for 
Egyptian pagan gods that it does that he believes his God is greater. In marriage, the wife was 
expected to adopt the god of the husband. Thus, Asenath would then accept Joseph’s Hebrew 
God. This fact had far more power than Joseph marrying a pagan priest’s daughter. Their 
children would also be raised in the God of Joseph.  

In this text we are introduced to the two half tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh. These two half 
tribes will play a major role in diving up the promised land. Though Joseph was given an 
Egyptian name by Pharaoh, he gives Ephraim and Manasseh Hebrew names. Though known as 
half tribes, Joseph ensured they were rooted in the Hebrew faith.  

Most importantly, Jacob made Ephraim and Manasseh two equal sons. Yes, there were 12 sons 
of Jacob, and the accepting of these two made them equal brothers with equal shares of 
inheritance. They were to be treated as equals. Though Joseph had been sold into slavery, his 
sons born in Egypt would in no wise pay further penalty for the painful years Joseph had 
experienced. 

Conclusion  

This lesson is comprised of many lessons. Still, one of the major lessons is that the sovereign 
will cannot be thwarted by the selfishness and jealousy of human sin. It reveals just how far 
jealousy will go in inflicting pain, even upon the ones we love. As stated earlier, jealousy can 
make us stand in places and do things we would never otherwise do. Joseph’s arrogance cannot 
be omitted from the sins of this narrative. His sense of self-importance birthed and nurtured the 
seething jealousy and ager of his brothers. Joseph’s anger had pushed them far enough to sell 
their own brother into slavery. His arrogance had pushed them over the line of their ability to 



tolerate the proud sin of their brother. Nor can Jacob’s poor parenting be exempt from the family 
disarray and ill will inflicted upon the family. He made no attempt to hade his favoritism toward 
Joseph. And he seems to simply ignore the increasing pain afire in his family. We are not given 
the affect of the mothers, but the jealousy and eventually hatred had to break their heart, yet they 
could do little to stop it.  

Still, the will of God worked through the worst of human behavior. No human power or sin 
would hinder or stop the will of God from being done. The journey to Egypt and eventual Exodus 
were going to happen and forever change the corporate life of Israel. No human selfishness, 
arrogance, or favoritism could stop the will of God. 

Prayer 

Almighty God, we are humbled and thankful that your loving grace is greater than the worst of 
our sin. We thank you that we are never abandoned, and the gifts and graces with which we have 
been endowed are never revoked. You allow us to exercise those gifts for your glory even when 
our behavior is anything but glory. In Joseph’s story you used jealousy, pride, anger, severe 
punishment, lying and the grief of a father to provide the backdrop of the mighty Exodus. There 
are many moments in our lives when we are delivered regardless of our sinful rebellion. Forgive 
us we pray, and teach us humility and gratitude for your unfailing love and use of us in your 
mighty eternal works. In Jesus name, Amen. 

Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com.     

 

Resiliency: The by-product of 2020? 

GROWING IN GRACE 
BEN GOSDEN 

The other day I retrieved my journal where I recorded my New Year’s goals and resolutions and 
a weird thing struck me. In those pages were the hopes and dreams of a year that, at the time, 
was a blank slate. And, looking back, it felt like I was reading something I wrote years ago. So 
much has happened since that feeling of excitement over a new year: a global pandemic, 
upheaval over racial injustice, and political divisions that have reached new heights of vitriol as 
we debate things as straightforward as science and taking basic precautions to ensure the safety 
of our neighbors. Added to this for me is that on July 5 I was in an automobile accident and 
walked away (thankfully) with a severely broken radius – something a short hospital stay, a plate 
and some screws, and physical therapy are continuing to heal.  

What a year, right? If we can’t agree on anything else, can we agree this is NOT the year we all 
wanted it to be? 



So, what do we do now, with these final four months of a turbulent year? How do we salvage 
this year and end it better than it started?  

I think one way this year could end well is to lean into what I think could be an amazing by-
product of such a hectic and unpredictable year: by cultivating a sense of resiliency. The 
dictionary defines residency as: “the capacity to recover quickly from difficulties; toughness.”  

In the church, this global crisis only accelerates the sense of decline and impending doom. 
We’ve spent the last generation watching our attendance decline, budgets hemorrhage, buildings 
become increasingly under-utilized, and disciples become fewer and farther between. This 
pandemic has driven many of us to wring our hands in despair as we scramble to go online with 
church only to pray every day that somehow, some way things will just go back to the way they 
were before. Like Dorothy, we long to click our magic heels to make the good ‘ole days – the 
days when our churches were full – return. And yet, deep down in our souls, we know those days 
aren’t coming back. Life never works in reverse; you can only move forward.  

This is where resiliency comes into play. We need to cultivate a spirit in ourselves and in our 
churches where we see challenges as opportunities to lean into the mystery of God – a mystery 
that leads us to think in new ways, design new ways of being and doing church, and calls us to 
find life and energy in the in-between. Bishop Bryan wrote a great column on a wonderful book 
by Susan Beaumont. This book goes in depth about the idea of liminal thinking. This word, 
liminal, comes from the Latin word, limen, which means “threshold.”  

If 2020 teaches us nothing else, I hope it teaches us that we are in a liminal season in the life of 
the church. We don’t have all of the answers — heck, we hardly have any answers. But we can 
have a residency that bears witness to the fact that even when we don’t know the answers, we 
can live into the truth that, by the resurrection power of God, the future can and will be better 
than the past.  

My favorite story about resiliency is a story about my grandfather. My grandfather had a stroke 
in his middle-aged years, leaving him with limited use of one side of his body. He had to learn to 
write with a different hand, do things one-handed, and he drug his leg when he walked. The story 
goes that my grandfather had a tree cut down in his yard but they forgot to grind up the stump. 
My aunt tried to tell my grandfather to just call a stump grinding company to finish the job. He 
wouldn’t have it. He insisted on doing it himself. So he got a hatchet and proceeded to chop at 
the stump until he gave out. He went back, every day for the next few months, to chop at the 
stump, a little at a time, until that the stump was finally ground up.  

Rather than wringing our hands in despair, it’s time for the church to grab a hatchet and find the 
little bit we can do every single day to serve the kingdom of God. This means garnering the 
courage to make tough decisions – even decisions that challenge the ways we’ve always done 
church locally, as a conference, and as a denomination. This liminal moment can be our moment 



to shine. More important, it is God’s moment to call us into new and faithful ways of being the 
Church of Jesus Christ for the sake of the world.  

The Rev. Ben Gosden is senior pastor at Trinity United Methodist Church in Savannah. He can be 
reached at ben@trinity1848.org.  

 

John Wesley’s sister Kezia (Kessy) 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 
DAVE HANSON 

John Wesley’s youngest sister was born in 1709. She was six years younger than John. She was 
the last child born of Susanna and arrived when Susanna was 40 years old. Susanna had 19 
children but only 10 reached adulthood. Mrs. Wesley began homeschooling each child when 
they reached the age of five. She waited that long because her first son, Samuel, did not speak 
until he was five. Kessy, however, began her studies earlier. The older children taught the 
younger children and John probably had a lot of responsibility for Kezzy’s education. 

She did not learn as rapidly as the other children. 

She was a carefree and independent child. She actually enjoyed Ol’ Jeffrey (the family ghost) 
and tried to frighten her sister Patty by coming up behind her and stamping her feet. 

Her health was poor most of her life. She enjoyed reading and using snuff. Charles was appalled 
and thought snuff was evil. Eventually Kezzy became responsible for the care of her sick 
parents. She was very lonely and vulnerable when John Westley Hall arrived on the scene and 
made love to her. Kezzie was very beautiful and soon Hall forgot about his promise to marry her 
sister Martha who was in London. Eventually Hall did marry Martha, a fact that did not seem to 
disturb Kezzie at all. 

When John Wesley returned from Georgia he made arrangements for her to live with the family 
of Rev. Henry Piers, Vickar of Bexley. These were the happiest years of her life. She died at the 
age of 32. Charles was with her when she died and stated that, full of thankfulness and love, 
without pain or trouble “she commended her spirit into the hand of Jesus and fell asleep.” 

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – September 2020 
 
9/01 – David Boggs: 1557 George Williams Rd.; Louisville, GA 30434 
9/03 – Fred Foster: 1964 Madison Hwy.; Quitman, GA 31643 
9/03 – Guy Mathis, Jr.: 1108 Moore Dr.; Americus, GA 31709 
9/04 – Earl James: 310 Avondale Circle; Warner Robins, GA 31088 
9/05 – Gene Yelverton: 6345 Concord Church Rd.; Ellaville, GA 31806 
9/06 – Cecil Hazen: The Phoenix at Milton; 13943 Hwy. 9 North; Milton, GA 30004 



9/09 – Richard Soper: 229 Victorian Lake Dr.; Brunswick, GA 31525 
9/13 – Bernie Khaw: 344 S. Old Middletown Rd., Media, PA 19063 
9/14 – Lynn Drake: 3124 E. Victory Dr.; Savannah, GA 31404 
9/14 – Tom Johnson, Sr.: PO Box 127; Oxford, GA 30054 
9/15 – Elick Bullington, Jr.: Lakeside Senior Care; 1025 N. Chester Ave., No. 11; Douglas, GA 
31533 
9/15 – Buddy Cooper: 7005 Deerwood Lane; Upatoi, GA 31829 
9/16 – Henry Bass: 404 Clyde Ave.; Valdosta, GA 31602 
9/16 – Bob Norwood: 946 Old Wadley Rd.; Swainsboro, GA 30401 
9/16 – Ray Youngblood: 214 Lee St.; North Augusta, SC 29841 
9/18 – Burns Willis: 1815 E. Washington St.; Thomasville, GA 31792 
9/19 – Wayne Moseley: 29 William E. Moseley Rd.; Collins, GA 30421 
9/19 – Dan Pegram: 112 Tahoe Dr.; Pooler, GA 31323 
9/20 – James Trice, Jr.: 5300 Zebulon Rd.; Garden Home 31; Macon, GA 31210 
9/21 – Robert Herrington, Sr.: 185 S. Sixth St.; Cochran, GA 31014 
9/21 – Virgil Lee: 208 Yorkshire Crescent; Thomasville, GA 31792 
9/22 – Edwin Chase: 70 Shipwatch Rd.; Savannah, GA 31410 
9/23 – Steve Posey: 8337 S. 5th St.; Broken Arrow, OK 74011 
9/26 – John Irwin: 109 Deer Run Dr.; Macon, GA 31220 
9/26 – Larry Sauls: 206 Westview Dr.; Dublin, GA 31321 
9/27 – Andy Brownley: 34 South Broad St.; Alamo, GA 30411 
9/28 – Donna Jordan: 404 Brentwood Dr.; Dublin, GA 31021 
9/28 – William Ryan: 2138 Red Bank Circle; Sevierville, TN 37876 
9/30 – Dennis Stalvey: PO Box 685; Americus, GA 31709 
 

OBITUARIES 

Rev. Marcelle G. Myers 
Rev. Marcelle G. Myers, 87, of St. Marys, made his transition Friday, Aug. 14, 2020, under the 
watch care of Southeast Georgia Health System, Camden and Brunswick campus. 

He was born in St. Marys on Feb. 24, 1933, to the late Elmo Hill Myers and Muriel Williams. He 
is preceded in death by his wife of 70 years, Joyce T. Myers, Elmo V. Myers (brother), Howard 
L. Myers (brother), Gwen Thomas (sister), Cathy Richardson (daughter), Jerome Myers (son) 
and Avis Merritt (daughter). 

He was a member of Greater Trinity United Methodist Church in St. Marys. He also served as a 
commercial fisherman and as a pastor on the Nahunta circuit. 

Many friends and family members are reminded of how great of a cook he was. You could not 
visit his house without him offering you something to eat or a plate to take with you. He could 
cook and he could talk. 

He is survived by nine children, Gordon (Shirley) Myers of Conyers, John (Mary) Furguson of 
Columbus, Darryl (Latoya) Furguson of St. Marys, Johnny (Ina) Myers of Atlanta, Gregory 
Myers of Jacksonville, Florida, Joan Myers of St. Marys, Irneatha Myers of Kingsland and 



Marcella Dawson of Kingsland; 41 grandchildren; 51 great-grandchildren; six great-great-
grandchildren; 10 godchildren; and two brothers, Danny (Beverly) Myers of Mississippi and 
Carter (Yolanda) Myers of Mississippi; a host of nieces, nephews and cousins; godchildren, 
Kenneth Wilson, Nicole Lundie and Padrica J. Marshall; close friend of the family, Mrs. Laverne 
Marshall of Jacksonville and Mrs. Gerri Baker of St. Marys; and a host of other relatives and 
friends. 

There will be no repass after service. 

Dr. Douglas T. Holden 
Dr. Douglas Tripp Holden passed away peacefully at his home on Saturday, August 22, 2020. He 
was born October 20, 1936, in Battle Creek, the son of Max W. and Gladys D. (Wells) Holden. 
Dr. Holden was a great proponent of education. He was educated at the University of Michigan 
where he received his B.A., then went on to study at Duke University and Southern Methodist 
University and received his B.D. and Graduate Studies, and finally to the University of St. 
Andrews, St. Andrews, Scotland, where he earned his Ph.D. Dr. Holden has had extensive 
academic experience in teaching and administration at Florida Southern College, Andrew 
College, Bethune-Cookman University, Ohio University, the University of Kentucky, and 
Marshall University. Dr. Holden was also an Elder in The United Methodist Church. His work 
with the Church and missions has been wide and varied. He has served or assisted some 30 
churches including Methodist, Presbyterian, Congregational, and the Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ). In the area of missions, he has led teams to the Bahamas, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and 
Guatemala. He was also an accomplished author and devoted servant of his Lord and Savior. 

Dr. Holden is survived by his adopted son, Breno Eduardo Melo De Oliveira of Central America; 
brother, Max W. Holden of Traverse City; and numerous friends. 

A private burial will take place at Maple Hill Cemetery next to his beloved parents. 

Those desiring, may make contributions in Dr. Holden’s memory to St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105. 

Rev. Brooks Partain 
Rev. Brooks Partain, age 91, died Friday, August 28, 2020, at Willson Hospice House in Albany. 

Funeral services are planned for 2 p.m. on Tuesday, September 1, at Lee Street United Methodist 
Church, with Dr. Dennis Stalvey and Rev. John Brodess officiating. Interment will follow in Oak 
Grove Cemetery.  

The family will receive friends on Tuesday between the hours of 10-11 a.m. at Hancock Funeral 
Home, 427 S. Lee St. 

The staff of Hancock Funeral Home would like to issue a gentle reminder to all attendees that, 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, reasonable social distancing should be maintained at all times, 
and the use of face masks is required. 



For those wishing to do so, memorial contributions are suggested to Lee Street United Methodist 
Church, 1102 S. Lee St., Americus, GA 31709; or to the League of the Good Samaritan, c/o 
Magnolia Manor, 2001 S. Lee St., Americus, GA 31709. 

He was born January 16, 1929, in Stewart County, GA, to Thomas J. and Dovie Moseley Partain. 
He was married to the former Ann Perry of Colquitt County, GA. 

Rev. Partain served as a United Methodist minister for 61 years in the South Georgia Conference 
of The United Methodist Church. He pastored many churches over South Georgia, concluding as 
the Chaplain at Magnolia Manor in Americus. After retiring, he served seven interim pastorates 
in the Americus area. He served as the staff Chaplain at Hancock Funeral Home for over 25 
years. 

He received his education from Gordon Military College, the University of Georgia, and Emory 
School of Theology. He served in the U.S. Air Force and also in the U.S. Army during the 
Korean War. 

He is survived by his wife of 68 years, Ann; his son Flynn and his wife Gina of Macon, GA his 
grandchildren: Kendall Partain, Collin Partain, and Tate Partain; and his daughter-in-law, 
Lamara Martin Partain of Comer, GA. 

Preceding him in death were a son, Gary; his parents; and his sisters. 

Rev. Partain was a compassionate, caring person, beloved by many, and a devoted servant of the 
Lord. 

To sign our online guestbook and express your condolences to the family, please visit 
www.hancockfuneralhomeinc.com.  

Hancock Funeral Home, 427 S. Lee St., is honored to be entrusted with these arrangements for 
Rev. Brooks Partain. 

Rev. James Boyd 
Rev. James Ellis Boyd, age 83, died August 29, 2020, surrounded by his family at his St. 
Simon’s Island home after a long illness. Rev. Boyd was a retired minister, serving 19 years in 
the Southern Baptists Georgia church and 25 years in The United Methodist Church. He was 
born and raised on his family farm in Toombs County Georgia and graduated from Toombs 
Central High School in 1955. Rev. Boyd was a past Master of the Inman Creek Lodge #491, and 
member of the Quint Shrine. He was educated at Brewton Parker College, Mercer University and 
the United Methodist School of Theological Studies in Atlanta. He was also a published author, 
historian, and amateur photographer. 

He is preceded in death by his parents; Richard Sherwood and Susie Hayslip Boyd and siblings; 
Hazel Boyd Stein, Richard Halbert Boyd, Florine Boyd Griggers, and Doyle Sherwood Boyd. 

Rev. Boyd is survived by his wife of more than 60 years, Billie June; his son and daughter-in-
law, James Richard and Tammy Holland Boyd of Dacula, GA and grandchildren; Terah Boyd 
and Jason Bright of Atlanta, Whitney Elise Boyd of Dacula, Richard Dustin Boyd of Atlanta, and 



Caroline Malissa Boyd of Dacula, GA; sister and brother-in-law Rita and Brad Merk of Vidalia, 
as well as many loving nieces and nephews. 

Graveside services for Rev. James Ellis Boyd will be held Tuesday, September 1, 2020, at 2 p.m. 
at Hardens Chapel United Methodist Church Cemetery with Reverend Tom Jones and Reverend 
Richard Soper officiating. Interment will follow with full Masonic rights. 

In lieu of flowers, the family request that a donation be made in Rev. Boyd’s honor to the 
Prostate Cancer Foundation. https://www.pcf.org/about-us/. 

Ronnie L. Stewart Funeral Service Vidalia Chapel is in charge of arrangements. 

 

Scripture Readings – Sept. 1 

September 6 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 12:1-14 
Psalm 149 or Psalm 148 (UMH 861) 
Romans 13:8-14 
Matthew 18:15-20 

September 13 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 14:19-31 
Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21 (UMH 135) 
Romans 14:1-12 
Matthew 18:21-35 

September 20 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 16:2-15 
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 or Psalm 78 (UMH 799) 
Philippians 1:21-30 
Matthew 20:1-16 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 9/1/2020 edition 

Certified Lay Ministry Training – Sept. 12-Nov. 14 
In this six-session course held at The Pointe in Leesburg, participants will develop a team of 
leaders and supporters within their current congregation who will encourage them throughout the 
course and beyond. Through the classes, they’ll build relationships with other South Georgia lay 
leaders and learn, practice, implement, share, and be inspired to take what they’ve learned and 
put it into action. The cost for the class is $300 per person, which includes lunch, snacks, and 



curriculum materials for the entire course. Dates are: Sept. 12, Sept. 26, Oct. 10, Oct. 24, Nov. 7, 
and Nov. 14. Contact Anne Bosarge at anne@thechapelministries.com for more information. 

Methodist Children’s Home Work Day Offering – Sept. 20 
Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special Work Day Offering to 
support the ministry of The Methodist Home for Children and Youth. The Work Day Offering 
for the Methodist Home is a tradition from the 1900s, a time when people, mostly farmers, 
donated the equivalent of one day’s wages to the Methodist Home. Sometimes they would load a 
freight car with cotton or peanuts and send it to Macon. Today folks just use a calculator. The 
amount of the work day offering can be calculated quite simply: Divide your annual income by 
365 (farmers didn’t take vacation days.) For example, if a person made $60,000 a year, it would 
be $60,000 divided by 365 = $164. Whether you give cotton or a check, be assured that your gift 
will bring hope and a new lease on life to the more than 400 children and families they serve 
every day. To learn more about this incredible ministry of our conference visit 
www.themethodisthome.org.  

World Communion Day – Oct. 4 
World Communion Sunday is one of the six churchwide Special Sundays of The United 
Methodist Church. Our church is at its best when we reach out to sisters and brothers in need. 
World Communion Sunday calls the church to reach out to all people and model diversity among 
God’s children. United Methodists relate to World Communion Sunday by celebrating 
communion with other Christians around the world on this special Sunday. Churches are also 
encouraged to receive an offering to support scholarships for ethnic undergraduate and graduate 
students. Our gifts often enable first-generation students to attend college. 

Advanced Lay Servant Training, via Zoom – Oct. 6, Oct. 8, Oct. 13, & Oct. 15 
Lay Servant training is designed to educate those persons interested in stretching their faith to 
participate more fully in the ministries of the church. They have three main areas of focus: 
Leading, Caring, and Communicating. The advanced class, based on Cokesbury’s book, “Each 
One a Minister,” by William Carter, is a study of the book of Ephesians and what it teaches 
about how we are called to use our spiritual gifts. Registration fee for the class is $25. (Note: 
Basic Lay Speaking class must be completed before taking Advanced Class.) Attendance in all 
four classes is required for certification. Contact Anne Bosarge for more information. 
anne@thechapelministries.com.  

Basic Lay Servant Ministry Training, Vidalia First UMC – Oct. 9-10 
Lay Servant training is designed to educate those persons interested in stretching their faith to 
participate more fully in the ministries of the church.  They have three main areas of focus: 
Leading, Caring, and Communicating. The basic class is based on Cokesbury’s book, “Lay 
Servant Ministries Basic Course,” which teaches a basic understanding of ministry in the United 
Methodist Tradition. Registration fee for the class is $25. This fee covers all materials and lunch 
on Saturday. (Note: Basic Lay Speaking class must be completed before taking Advanced Class.) 
For more information, contact Anne Bosarge, anne@thechapelministries.com.  



Basic Lay Servant Ministry Training, College Place UMC, Brunswick – Oct. 16-17 
Lay Servant training is designed to educate those persons interested in stretching their faith to 
participate more fully in the ministries of the church. They have three main areas of focus: 
Leading, Caring, and Communicating. The basic class is based on Cokesbury’s book, “Lay 
Servant Ministries Basic Course,” which teaches a basic understanding of ministry in the United 
Methodist Tradition. Registration fee for the class is $25. This fee covers all materials and lunch 
on Saturday. (Note: Basic Lay Speaking class must be completed before taking Advanced Class.) 
For more information, contact Anne Bosarge, anne@thechapelministries.com. 

Advanced Lay Servant Ministry, Vidalia First UMC – Oct. 23-24 
Lay Servant training is designed to educate those persons interested in stretching their faith to 
participate more fully in the ministries of the church. They have three main areas of focus: 
Leading, Caring, and Communicating. The advanced class, based on Cokesbury’s book, “Each 
One a Minister,” by William Carter, is a study of the book of Ephesians and what it teaches 
about how we are called to use our spiritual gifts. Registration fee for the class is $25. (Note: 
Basic Lay Speaking class must be completed before taking Advanced Class.) Attendance in all 
four classes is required for certification. Contact Anne Bosarge for more information. 
anne@thechapelministries.com. 


