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2020: a look back with Bishop Bryan 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

2020 usually refers to vision, clarity, and focus. 

We have unquestionably not had those things this year. 

But while 2020 hasn’t brought what was expected, it has created opportunities to grow, learn, 
and see God in fresh, new ways, said Bishop R. Lawson Bryan. 

As he reflected on a year marked by a global pandemic, racial unrest, economic woes, and more, 
Bishop Bryan said the word that comes to mind is “endurance.” 

“I’ve seen endurance on superhuman levels, a divine level,” he said. “I have seen people who 
simply have endured whatever came about. They did it and kept doing ministry.” 

This kind of endurance looks a lot like what is seen in the New Testament, Bishop Bryan said, 
and despite the darkness of this year, that’s where he’s seen God at work: in the endurance of the 
people. 

“How do you explain this kind of endurance on the part of people who simply don’t give up in 
the face of adversity? It looks like what you see in the New Testament: People who are 
persecuted and beaten down but kept on going by the power of God. That’s where I have seen 
God at work.” 

Even though the COVID-19 pandemic was completely unexpected and unplanned, Bishop Bryan 
has seen pastors and laity rise to the occasion, serving and ministering despite the uncertainty 
and unknowns. 

“In every single part of life there has been upheaval, and we just had to start adapting,” he said. 
“It’s been a terrible crisis. But our people went to work. They found a way to do ministry. They 
were determined to do ministry. In these darkest of times, I’ve seen pastors and lay leaders ask 
the question, ‘What can we do?’ They’re doing ministry, with children, with youth, with adults, 
and in the community. That’s really where I’ve seen God at work.” 

In the midst of the global pandemic, the country has also grappled with racial equality and social 
justice issues. In South Georgia, Ahmaud Arbery was shot and killed while jogging and Julian 
Lewis was shot and killed in Screven County. 

These are important matters for South Georgia United Methodists to address, Bishop Bryan said. 



“I want to encourage us to note how we responded initially and the resources we have for an 
ongoing response,” he said, stating that 12 Brunswick-area pastors signed a statement he wrote 
condemning the acts of racism and violence. 

He made mention of the Conference’s two task forces – the Multiculturalism Task Force and the 
Undocumented Neighbors Task Force – that help South Georgia United Methodists become 
healthier around the issues of racism, immigration, and inclusiveness. 

“These are messages made by South Georgia people speaking to South Georgia people,” Bishop 
Bryan said. “We have the capacity to address, through the people of color in our own conference, 
what needs to be said and done to come to a healthier place in our communities and society. I 
invite us to lean into this.” 

While people may be more aware of racial issues today than they have in the past, those in the 
Church are not surprised by them, Bishop Bryan said, referencing 1 Peter 1:18, in which Peter 
said all can be ransomed from the futile ways of their ancestors. 

“Not everything that gets passed on in society is wonderful. Racism is one of them, and it gets 
passed around from generation to generation,” he said. “If we aren’t aware of it, we can 
unwittingly feed it and fuel it. But we can be ransomed from it. The Bible teaches that. How does 
that come about? Through Jesus Christ.” 

He encourages South Georgia United Methodists to personalize the fight against racism. 

“We need to live out of the scriptures,” he said. “Here in South Georgia we have African 
Americans, Hispanics, and Koreans in our churches. Why not multiply the number of personal 
relationships we each have with one another so that we can have the conversations we need to be 
having?” 

In the midst of all that 2020 has brought, Bishop Bryan has noticed South Georgia clergy and 
laity using their time differently. They’ve told him they’re spending more time studying 
scripture, meditating on it, praying, and journaling. 

“They’re putting down deeper roots spiritually; they are growing spiritual muscles in the midst of 
this difficult time,” he said. “I don’t want that to change once we’re all vaccinated. Let’s keep 
using that Bible study time, that prayer time, to let God speak into our lives what we need to 
hear.” 

He also noted that people were using and tapping into the connectional system more than ever 
before and connecting to one another even though they couldn’t gather as usual. 

Perhaps, despite the chaos and confusion of the year, 2020 has, in fact, brought vision and focus. 

“More than ever, what I’ve seen us becoming aware of is the mission of Jesus Christ really 
matters,” Bishop Bryan said. 



What the world is wrestling with – hopelessness and alienation, racial disharmony, and the need 
for growth, development, and healing – is what people of faith are equipped to do, he said. 

 “Let’s not stand around wondering when someone is going to do something. We can’t ask 
people to do what God has uniquely equipped us to do. 

“This is our moment. If we live out of the scriptures and out of our biblical and connectional 
system’s resources we are well equipped to lead the conversation in this day and time.” 

Want more of this conversation with Bishop Bryan? Click here to watch a short video Q&A 
where Bishop Bryan answers the question, “It’s the Christmas season. What do you say to 
people who - even in the midst of so much cheer - find it hard to have joy?” 

 

Darien UMC’s food program feeds hundreds of at-risk neighbors 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Every two to three weeks, nearly 300 McIntosh County residents receive a knock on their door. 
When they open it, a bag full of food sits on the porch.  

Since March, Darien United Methodist Church has delivered bags of non-perishable food items 
to older and vulnerable residents of the community. It’s an effort to help keep those most at risk 
of contracting COVID-19 at home and out of grocery stores, said Ad Poppell, who heads Darien 
UMC’s Emergency Food Distribution program. 

“We saw and acknowledged the need to protect the at-risk community,” he said. “We thought if 
there was nothing else we could do we could help keep them out of grocery stores with our 
deliveries. So that was the driving force behind the emergency food project. We want to keep 
them as safe as we can.” 

They began with just a handful of people, delivering to about 20 a week. As word spread and 
needs have grown, so have their deliveries. Eight delivery volunteers travel the sprawling county 
every two to three weeks, now delivering food to nearly 300 families, from South Newport in the 
north to Harris Neck and Shellman Bluff in the east and all the way out to Sapelo Island. 

The ministry has received generous support from the community. In November, the Darien 
Police Department raised funds to buy turkeys for everyone on the route and will do so again for 
Christmas. Peach World donated pecans, a local pizza restaurant gives discounted rates on 
pizzas, and the community supports the ministry with monetary donations. So far, nearly 
$50,000 has been given to fund the feeding ministry. 



“The Lord has been good to us,” said volunteer Diane Martin. “We haven’t had to go out and 
search for money.” 

The congregation has a heart for the community, said Rev. Bruce Morgan. And despite the 
pandemic, it’s still active and serving its community.  

“Darien UMC has just been phenomenal about having a vision of reaching out to its community 
and being the body of Christ in the community and witnessing to folks. They’re doing the work 
of the Lord, planting seeds, and loving people,” he said. “There are different levels of 
participation: some write the checks, some pack the bags, and some deliver the food, but it all 
boils down to the same thing: these people have a vision of who Jesus is and it drives them to 
serve.” 

For Poppell, the pandemic has put a spotlight on the community’s needs, and he says serving in 
the church’s Emergency Food Distribution program has been one of the most rewarding things 
he’s done.  

“The mission field is our backyard right now,” Poppell said. “I think that every church should be 
focused not only on the mission field abroad, but on the mission field at home. The need is here, 
and we need to take those opportunities that God provides us.” 

 

First South Georgia UM commissioned as an EarthKeeper 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

During a virtual service held Tuesday, Dec. 9, Global Ministries commissioned 24 new 
EarthKeepers from 14 annual conferences and all five jurisdictions. The service affirmed the 
EarthKeepers in their call to the ministry of creation care and blessed their work in their 
communities. 

Pat Homer, a member of Pittman Park United Methodist Church in Statesboro, is the first South 
Georgia Conference member to complete the training and be commissioned. 

Growing up on a farm, Homer’s grandmother instilled in her a love of nature. She’s carried that 
with her, and now retired, is uniting her love of creation and faith as an EarthKeeper. 

“Nature is not separate from Christianity or our faith. It’s all intertwined,” Homer said. “The 
EarthKeepers program is bringing together a lot of the things I had thought about on my own, but 
I’m not a theologian or a minister, so I always second guessed myself. This really brought it all 
together for me and helped a lot.” 



EarthKeepers is a training program that equips US-based United Methodists to launch and grow 
environmental projects in their communities. Participants spent three-and-a-half days learning 
and discussing theology, United Methodist resources, community organizing, and anti-racism, 
and will use what they learned to develop an environmental project for their churches and 
communities. It served as both a launchpad for people looking to turn an idea into action and as 
an incubator for those who want to deepen an existing ministry. Participants developed plans in 
conversation with their peers, troubleshooting ideas and sharing strategies. 

“This class has opened my eyes to God’s love for Creation as evidenced in scripture,” Homer 
said. “There are many verses in the Bible that reference Creation, and many of us have grabbed 
onto ‘subdue and have dominion over’ (Gen. 1:28) without paying enough attention to the others, 
but this class put it all into perspective for me. I am thrilled to be able to minister to others by 
bringing the things I've learned back to Pittman Park UMC and the South Georgia Conference.” 

Now commissioned as an EarthKeeper, Homer is developing a Creation Care class for the 
Pittman Park UMC congregation and the Statesboro community, to begin in April. She also 
hopes to gather a group of like-minded people together in a community Green Team, to look at 
potential projects and to bring awareness to the need to care for the environment. 

“I am thankful for Pat’s passion for creation care and her willingness to share her knowledge and 
passion with others,” said Allison Lindsey, Director of Connectional Ministries and Global 
Ministries board member. “I look forward to exploring ways we can share her experience with 
churches across South Georgia. Having this training opportunity go virtual makes it accessible 
and affordable for more people.”  

Homer hopes that, through her work, others learn and are inspired to care for God’s creation. 

“What I hope people learn from this is that God loves creation, and because God loves creation, 
we should love it, too.” 

For information on the EarthKeepers program, click here. Contact Allison Lindsey, Director of 
Connectional Ministries, at allison@sgaumc.com, for training or application assistance.  

 

LaGrange College offers virtual Lessons and Carols to UMCs 

United Methodist-related LaGrange College is sharing the school's musical gifts with our South 
Georgia Conference connection. 

On December 6, LaGrange presented “Lessons & Carols” to the community. Following that 
performance, the school is digitally sharing the individual components of the 60-minute 
production for churches to use in virtual worship. Please note that you can use individual 
selections and/or the entire Lessons & Carols.  



“It is our desire to help supply beautiful musical content for Advent and Epiphany, so we’re 
packaging it to allow for great flexibility by congregations looking to augment their virtual 
worship services,” said Dr. Susanna Baxter, LaGrange College President.  

• View the Service Program 

• Download the Complete Program and Individual Selections  

To aid you in your planning, please note the following song selections (title, singers, run time): 
  

Angels from the Realms of Glory - The LaGrange College Singers 3m 16s  
  
Lost in the Night - Emily Crowe, Tyra Crowe, Kyle Hildebrand 3m 16s  
  
Born in Me - Lauren Hicks                                             3m 4s  
  
O Come, O Come Emmanuel - Olivia White, Carter White 2m 7s  
  
A la Nanita Nana - Lauren Collins, Emily Crowe, Mikayla Drake,  
Stevie Nix, Rebekah Powers  1m 41s  

  
Gabriel’s Message - Kyle Hildebrand, Landon Bell                       4m 25s  
  
Hallelu! - Stevie Nix, Joely Peterman                                                 2m 35s  
  
Bring a Torch - LaGrange College Women's Chorus     2m 6s  
  
Sweet Little Jesus Boy - Babbie Mason                                       5m 51s  
  
I Do Believe - The LaGrange College Singers, Erika Hill (soloist) 3m 54s  
  
Peace on Earth - The LaGrange College Singers, Jaylynn Mangual (soloist) 3m 20s  
 
Note: Presenting this program with excellence visually, musically, and most importantly, safely, 
was no small feat for the LaGrange College music department. The students recorded their 
vocals individually. For the video, they kept 6 feet apart from one another in all directions and 
over 16 feet away from the technical crew. On cue, the students would remove their mask and 
put it in their folder or pocket, and lip-sync to the song. At the end of each camera take, they 
would immediately put their masks back on and remain silent until they were ready for the next 
“take.” 

 

Register for South Georgia Youth Workers Retreat 



Registration is open for the South Georgia Conference's Youth Worker Winter Retreat January 
21-22, 2021, at Little Ocmulgee State Park. This retreat is being designed BY local church youth 
workers FOR local church youth workers! Only 30 spots are available. Click here for 
registration information. 

 

2020 Conference Journal now available for ordering, download 

Journal includes conference business, directories, reports, appointments, and statistical tables 

The 2020 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference is now available for purchase. Those 
wishing to purchase a Conference Journal will order their copy(ies) online directly from the 
printer. The cost of the Journal is $25 each plus tax and shipping. 

Click here to order your copy of the 2020 Journal of the South Georgia Annual 
Conference.*  

The Journal is also available as a free PDF download 
at www.sgaumc.org/conferencejournal. Adobe Acrobat Reader is required to download the 
file(s). You also have the ability to download just the sections desired. 

Full version of the Journal 
2020 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference (700 pages) 

Journal broken into sections 
Section 1 - Organization (53 pages) 
Section 2 - Conference Leadership (34 pages) 
Section 3 - Directories (197 pages) 
Section 4 - Conference Business (180 pages) 
Section 5 - Historical Data and Records (108 pages) 
Section 6 - Statistical Tables (153 pages) 

Contact Journal Editor Meredyth Earnest at meredyth@sgaumc.com with any questions about 
the Journal. 

*The Conference is using www.Lulu.com, an online print-on-demand publishing company, to 
print the 2020 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference. Orders will be made and 
processed via their secure website and shipped directly from their facility.  

www.sgaumc.org/annualconference 

 

Advent 2020 

FROM THE BISHOP 
R. LAWSON BRYAN 



I admit it, I got carried away. It was the early 1980s. The new thing was pizza delivered to your 
door. Wow! Of course, we ordered one – family size. And it worked. The doorbell rang and there 
was our large pizza. Picture this: as I enjoyed that pepperoni pizza, I looked around the room and 
felt a rush of satisfaction. There was Sherrill, strikingly beautiful, and 5-year-old Philip, 
contentedly playing with his favorite toys. Overcome by the simple joy of family life mixed with 
the aroma of the pizza, I blurted out, “Ahhh, this is as good as it gets!”  

Sherrill put down her slice of pizza, looked at me, and said firmly, “Well, it better not be!” 

Looking back now I realize that she was right; I was guilty of hyperbole. Eating pizza from a 
cardboard box, even with your family, is really not the epitome of all that life can be.  

Had he been there, C. S. Lewis would have agreed with Sherrill. He probably would have said to 
me, “My boy, you are too easily pleased.” I think he would have said that because that is exactly 
what he did say in “The Weight of Glory and Other Addresses,” a collection of essays on 
Christianity.  

If we consider the unblushing promises of reward … promised in the Gospels, 
it would seem that our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We 
are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when 
infinite joy is offered to us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making 
mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a 
holiday at sea. We are far too easily pleased.  

The Gospel lessons for Advent reveal and challenge my tendency to be too easily pleased. The 
first Sunday of Advent always starts the new year by looking to the end of time and the Second 
Coming of Christ. The Gospel lesson for November 29 was Mark 13:24-37. It was probably 
tempting either to avoid this passage or to dwell solely on the apocalyptic imagery (sun 
darkened, stars falling from heaven). But the key is found in verse 26: “Then they will see ‘the 
Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory.” For all that we do not fully 
understand, let’s not miss the big reveal: Jesus is our future. 

And the Second Coming points back to his first advent. In his life, death, and resurrection, Jesus 
is the Prototype for all humanity. The word prototype means the first (proto) of its kind (type). 
When we are tempted to settle for violence, hatred, hostility, greed, fear, and so on, Advent lifts 
before us the Prototype, the one whose coming will be with great power and glory. In the earthly 
life of Jesus we see the prototype of abundant life God desires for us all. To settle for anything 
less is to be too easily pleased. 

In the Advent season God gives us a divine restlessness that makes us less pleased with the way 
things are in the world and in our lives – and a holy longing for God’s kingdom to come on earth 
as it is in heaven. I’d rather have God’s future than my past. What’s next? Prototype! 



 

Looking back and moving forward 

OUR CONNECTION MATTERS 
ALLISON LINDSEY 
“Year’s end is neither an end nor a beginning but a going on, with all the wisdom that 
experience can instill in us.” Hal Borland 

Recently I have heard people speak of putting 2020 behind us as if the striking of the clock at 
midnight on December 31 (for those who are able to stay awake to witness this) will somehow 
flip a switch and everything will be different, new, and better. If only it were that easy! 

We recognize our world is weary with all the happenings of 2020. I shared Hal Borland’s quote 
above to help us think about transitioning into the New Year. Let’s stop to think about what God 
has been (and is) teaching us individually and collectively. How do we use this knowledge, 
wisdom, and experience and what do we choose to take into the new year with us to continue to 
learn and grow? What is best to leave behind? 

I don’t know about you, but I find the older I get the more reflective I become. The slowing 
down, the interruptions and disruptions (some very good ones) - all heightened by the pandemic - 
have caused me to take pause and dig deeper to see where God is at work, how I can be a part of 
it, and what He is teaching me through it all. Reflection has been key to this searching.  

One technique used for reflection is through “The Examen” originally taught by Ignatius of 
Loyola. This technique is a meaningful and intentional spiritual practice that one engages in 
daily to discover God’s presence and discern His direction. The Jesuits would enter into this time 
twice each day, at noon and in the evening. There are many variations and resources available to 
guide this time of prayerful reflection. The Upper Room offers a guided resource for this that can 
be found here.  

Reflection can be a look back over any period of time. You could reflect throughout the day, at 
the end of the day, week, month, season, etc. So what could it look like to reflect on an entire 
year (especially a year as unique as 2020)? Below is a sample list of questions to reflect upon to 
end each year with intentionality. The challenge for 2020, in many cases, is to reflect and explore 
beyond our “pandemic lens.”  

1. What makes this year unforgettable? (second to the pandemic) 

2. What did you enjoy during this year? 

3. What/who is the one thing/person you’re grateful for? 

4. What’s your biggest win this year? 

5. What did you read/watch/listen to that impacted you the most this year? 



6. What did you worry about most and how did it turn out? (Studies show about 85% of 
what we worry about never happens.)  

7. What was your biggest regret and why? 

8. What’s one thing you learned about yourself this past year? 

9. Where did you see God at work/feel His presence anew this year? 

10.  If you could go back to January 1, what advice would you give your past self?  

11.  What did you learn in 2020 and what do you wish to take with you into 2021? 

I have this list on the inside cover of my journal and I revisit it occasionally, taking time to be 
still and turn my thoughts to God’s sanctifying grace and how He is always working in me and 
through me.  

Looking back and moving forward is another sacred rhythm for me in being aware of what God 
is teaching me and where he is leading me. Perhaps you would like to join me in building this 
spiritual muscle through The Examen/reflection in new ways?  

The season of Advent brings to us a stillness and quiet in the waiting. We reflect: looking back 
on the birth of the Christ child at the same time looking ahead to Christ’s second coming. 
Glorious Day! With focus, we journey through Advent on to Christmas as we head to Epiphany. 
May our time of reflection bring us epiphanies to God’s will for our lives and for His Church.  

In Bob Goff’s devotional book, “Live in Grace, Walk in Love,” he shares, “God gave the Wise 
Men a direction, not a bunch of instructions.” How is God guiding us and how can we align with 
His will to follow Him? That is something worth taking time to be still and reflect upon often. 
God is at work and continues to pour out His blessings upon us. Bring on 2021!  

Allison Lindsey is the director of Connectional Ministries. She has a passion for the local church 
and its people. Contact her at allison@sgaumc.com.  

 

Called to Worship 

Winter Quarter: Call in the New Testament 
Unit 1: The Beginning of a Call 

Sunday school lesson for the week of Dec. 20, 2020 
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 

Background Scripture: Matthew 2: 7-15  
Key Verse: On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed 



down and worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. (Matthew 2:11) 

Lesson Aims 

1. To understand the events of Jesus’ life just after his birth 
2. To understand the major characters in the narrative 
3. To understand how the events and characters of the post-birth speak to us 

Important Characters in the Narrative 

Herod 

First, there was Herod the Great, or Herod I. He was appointed King of Judea in 38 BC and ruled 
until his death in 4 BC. He was a vicious tyrant. The great revolt in Judea after his death reveals 
the tension in the nation under the rule of Herod. In our text he is King of Judea who ordered 
what is known as the “slaughtering of the innocents.” This horrific act occurred when Herod 
ordered all boys 2 years of age and younger to be killed. The date of Jesus’ birth is still debated. 
However, most scholars believe Jesus was born around 4 BC. That would make Herod I king 
during the birth of Jesus. His son Herod Antipater was king during the life, crucifixion, and 
resurrection of Jesus. 

The Jewish people resented the Romans. Believing they were God’s people, they greatly disliked 
having an outsider ruling over them. I am not certain if Herod was made king by Caesar in hopes 
that his appointment would settle the angry Jewish people. Herod was raised a Jew but was 
Edomite. The Jewish people resented having someone who wasn’t of Jewish blood reigning over 
them.  

There exists no justification for killing innocent children. One would have to possess a cruel, 
cold heart. However, we can seek to understand the obvious paranoia of Herod the Great. The 
zealots were determined to overthrow the Roman government in Israel. The people were a 
pressure cooker ready to explode in revolt. They would revolt upon the death of Herod. Caesar 
placed pressure upon Herod to control his people. Herod was finding it more difficult to control a 
people who were passionate about their faith. Therefore, he was very protective of his throne and 
sought to purge the land of any possible threat.  

Have we become so protective of a title, job, or item that we would harm another through hurtful 
words and actions? What must always be our first love? The choices Herod the Great made 
emerged from a hard heart. He has eyes that cannot see and ears that cannot hear. Have we 
been guilty of rejecting obvious truth when it threatens our status in life? 

The Magi 



In the nativity, the Magi play a major role. We do not know if there were three and only three of 
them. Most assume since there were three gifts there must be three Magi. They were from the 
East and were Gentiles. Most likely they were from Persia or Babylon. Large populations of 
Jews lived in both places making it likely they were aware of the prophecy about the Messiah 
drawing all nations to himself in Jerusalem. A new star seemed to call them to seek this Messiah. 

The Magi were not just astrologers. They studied signs in nature and in the movements of 
animals. They advised kings and royalty. Their advice was sought by many rulers. The prophesy 
and appearance of the star created a great quest for the Magi.  

The activity of the Magi violated Mosaic Law. However, God chose them to seek the Messiah. 
They were Gentiles seeking the Jewish Messiah. They were the first to call him “King of the 
Jews.” Their mission would open the door to God’s inclusive love. The Magi were Gentiles who 
would join the Jews in worshipping and honoring the Messiah. In God’s Kingdom it isn’t just 
Israel, but rather the entire world journeying to Jerusalem, toward love, mercy, light, and life.  

The Magi were questioning people as to where they might find the Messiah. Herod received 
news of these visitors and secretly asked to see them. Herod wanted to know the time the star 
appeared. He asked them to find the child and report back to him. 

Undoubtedly, they were unaware of Herod’s reputation. Herod I was a cruel, selfish tyrant. 

It is probable that the star was not present to them while visiting Herod. Herod was determined to 
be King of the Jews and now he hears of an opponent. It is obvious Jesus is no longer a baby in 
the manger. According to the timeline and the reading of the text Jesus is a toddler. This explains 
why Herod killed all Jewish male children 2 years of age and younger.  

The Magi are Gentiles seeking to worship the King of the Jews. This is a remarkable act on their 
part. We clearly sense the wonder and mystery of God’s loving will. Though most nativity 
scenes in modern life include the Magi, they were not there. However, it is just as moving to see 
these men of knowledge find the Messiah and bow before him in a house. Their gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh were gifts usually given to royalty, and the Magi would have known 
that. Therefore, their gifts reveal their belief that Jesus was truly a king. Herod proved very wary 
of them and plotted to have them killed upon leaving him. However, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to them with warning. They were not to visit Herod again; instead, they would need to 
travel home by a different route. The Magi escaped and again the star appears. They follow the 
star to Jesus. Indeed, the heavens and the earth are proclaiming Jesus is the king; he is Messiah! 
As stated in prior lessons, God speaks to the world in ways we can understand. For the Magi, it is 
through prophesy and a star. Did they know everything about Jesus? No. But their discovery that 
he was a king proved a good start on their journey of faith.  



The text reveals that the Magi went home “a different way.” How true! The Magi traveled from 
the East to Bethlehem. Once there, after encountering Messiah, they were transformed. No 
person encounters Jesus without being changed in some manner, to some degree. 

Have we participated in a spiritual journey into the unknown, as did the Magi? God spoke to the 
Magi in a way they could understand. This is the manner in which God has always spoken to the 
world. How do you believe God speaks to you? Are you discovering that as we journey, our 
wisdom and faith increase? Can you name specific examples from your life? 

The village of Bethlehem 

Bethlehem means “House of Bread.” It is a small village that today is almost a suburb of 
Jerusalem. For Joseph and especially Mary, the journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem would 
prove long and difficult. It was approximately a 70-mile trip and Mary could average only 10 
miles a day, at best. Thus, it was a 7-10-day journey. Mary had to use a burro or walk. Imagine 
walking and riding a small burro on this trip while on the verge of giving birth! How many of us 
could walk nine days in a row, over tough terrain, carrying the weight of a baby? The journey 
was exciting for the Magi and agonizing for Joseph and Mary. 

Jacob’s wife Rachel had died in Bethlehem during the beginning years of the covenant with 
Abraham. The events in the book of Ruth occurred here, and King David was born and reared 
here. The Jewish people believed the coming Messiah would have a special connection with 
Bethlehem. Joseph is taking his family to Bethlehem to be counted for taxation, for this was the 
town of Joseph’s ancestors. Matthew reveals that Joseph is also in Bethlehem because it is the 
home of David, and Joseph is therefore from the house of David. All events begin to line up to 
proclaim Jesus as Messiah. Again, we discover God using the most ordinary people and places to 
accomplish his beautiful and remarkable will.  

Places play a significant role throughout the Bible. Those places were not notable until God 
used them for his will. We stand in various places in life. The most memorable for the Christian 
are those places in our history in which we experienced God’s will being accomplished. Can you 
name such places? The journey was difficult for Joseph and Mary, yet they continued to walk. 
Have there been struggles in your life which made you just want to stop and stand in place? In 
these moments did you choose to walk by faith into the unknown rather than give up? 

Significance of Joseph’s decision to flee to Egypt 

Actually, it was a little misleading for me to write the decision to flee to Egypt was “Joseph’s 
decision.” The Lord spoke to sleeping Joseph through an angel. Joseph was told to take Mary 
and Jesus and flee to Egypt; they were to remain there until the Lord commanded them to leave. 
Once again, Joseph would walk by faith into the unknown. The journey for Joseph and Mary 
would cover 432 miles. Let us consider how difficult this move would be. It involved another 
long trip for Mary. Now she had a babe in her care. Imagine walking and riding a burro while 



tending a child between one and two years of age. They most likely had never been to Egypt. It 
required funds to make the journey, and since Joseph and Mary came from a working-class 
background it was unlikely they would travel. Perhaps this trip was going to be funded by the 
gifts from the Magi. The narrative doesn’t state how they acquired the money for the trip. Egypt 
had a large Jewish population, so at least they could find people and participate in community 
life. What would Joseph do for an income upon arriving in Egypt? Most likely the Jewish 
community could help them establish a social life. He and Mary would now walk into the 
unknown together.  

Matthew will refer to Joseph’s and Mary’s return from Egypt as the fulfillment of O.T. prophecy. 
“out of Egypt I have called my son” (Hosea 11: 1).  

What role does courage play in the development of faith? Was it because of the angel’s 
proclamation that Joseph fled to Egypt? Was it because of his desire to protect Mary and their 
new son? Or was it both? Can you name a moment or moments when life required courage? Can 
you name moments you could not understand, but you chose to walk by faith? What did you learn 
about yourself and God?  

Bringing it all together 

The nativity is a beautiful event that reveals God’s choice to use the ordinary to accomplish the 
extraordinary. All of us are called to be used. Each of us possess different gifts and graces. Yet, 
as members of Jesus’ church, our gifts and graces blend together. Together we become a 
powerful witness for Christ.  

The nativity also reveals the power of faith and the limitations of our minds. There are realities 
so high and deep even our greatest minds cannot fathom them. When our minds cannot grasp 
what God has done and is doing, we continue to walk by faith. However, it is very important to 
know that walking by faith is not a shot in the dark or an act of weak resignation. The prophecies 
and events in the Bible are all moving in the same direction. Though we do seek to know God 
only through our human experience, we still must remember experience plays a role in the faith 
we possess. The hearts that have journeyed to Jesus and encountered him are transformed. The 
hearts that worship God in spirit and truth experience the King of Kings. The person with 
Christian discipline will have experiences that enrich faith. 

Finally, I find the journey of the Magi especially revealing. The Magi were journeying from the 
East to the West. In the Bible the East represent the arrival of hope and light. Therefore, the 
Eastern Gate, or Golden Gate, is the gate through which the Messiah will journey to the temple. 
The east is the direction of the sun’s rising. Therefore, each day we walk in the morning sun, let 
us worship the Lord for walking into our lives through Christ! In contrast, the west represents 
darkness, for this is where the sun sets. Most people look eastward for God’s appearance. Even 
the graves of most Americans face the East. But, the Magi were looking westward. What does 



this mean to me? The Christ can be found and experienced in the dark! In our darkest moments 
Christ is near. Through faith, prayer, and worship we experience Jesus.  

Moving to my third parish I visited my new sanctuary. I walked through a rear door into the 
sanctuary and walked several steps into the chancel. The heavy wooden door through which I 
entered slammed shut and I was immersed in total darkness. I could see absolutely nothing. 
There was an organ bench, a chair, and several wires on the floor in the area where I stood. Thick 
darkness shrouded them and I couldn’t see. Not knowing what to do I chose to sit down on the 
organ bench which I found when feeling around with my hand. I sat quietly and listened for 
someone to discover me. Yet, after several minutes my eyes begin to see darkened forms. Those 
forms began to become more visible. Eventually I was able to see my way to the door. Why? My 
pupils had enlarged and were picking up the smallest light particles. The most important fact in 
this story is that the particles had been there ALL ALONG! I just needed to sit quietly and wait 
until my eyes opened. God has been present all along! He is always present. I wrote in one of my 
books that “utter darkness” doesn’t exist in our world. Utter darkness means an absence of light. 
Light particles, from the sun’s to the tiniest particles in the cosmos, are constantly being emitted. 
I am sure a physicist would find some rare occurrence in the universe where no light exists. As 
of yet, I am unaware of it.  

The nativity consists of characters whose eyes are being transformed. We also have spiritual 
pupils, and so did those in the nativity. The longer we still ourselves and seek rescue, the greater 
our spiritual pupils grow. Eventually we will begin to see, and through our journey with Jesus, 
we will see all we can comprehend.  

Jesus is born! The ever-present Messiah has revealed himself to us! Let us worship Christ 
through stillness! Let us worship Christ through worship within the church! We will experience 
him, and thus be transformed! 

When you face darkness, do you flee or seek Christ? Are there moments in life in which it is right 
to flee? Can you name them? Can you name moments when your spiritual pupils enlarged 
through prayer and worship?  

Prayer 

Almighty God, thank you for the beauty of the earth, the glory of the skies and the gift of Christ 
Jesus. Grant us the courage to walk forward when the earth seems to tremble beneath us. We do 
not always know where we are going, but we believe in you, the one who holds all of life in your 
loving hands. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com.  

 



Called to Prepare 

Winter Quarter: Call in the New Testament 
Unit 1: The Beginning of a Call 

Sunday school lesson for the week of Dec. 27, 2020 
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 

Background Scripture: Matthew 3 (NIV) 
Key Verse: This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in 
the wilderness, ‘Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” (Matthew 3:3) 

Intro for teacher 

You may have noticed that I use different formats to write the lessons. Various formats are 
helpful; some lessons need a different format to convey their meaning. This lesson is most 
helpful when we examine the major terms in the text. 

Terms in the text 

1. “In those days:”  

We pass over phrases like this one and fail to ask the very important question: What was it like 
in those days?  

Judea in Jesus’ day: The nation was culturally divided. The people in Jerusalem and the 
surrounding area looked in condescension upon the Galileans in the northern areas. The 
Galileans were mostly fishermen, masons, and other types of laborers. Jerusalem is where the 
power, wealth, and religious leaders lived. However, it must be remembered that many of the 
masses lived in and around Jerusalem and many wealthy and powerful people lived in the north. 
The Sanhedrin consisted of 71 Jews, with a High Priest as head. The 70 were patterned after the 
70 elders that ruled with Moses as their leader. Rome allowed the Sanhedrin to rule over all 
Jewish religious and civil affairs. They were not allowed to execute anyone. It is for this reason 
that Jesus was sent by the Sanhedrin to Herod. The High Priest was usually a political 
appointment and was chief officer of the Sanhedrin. You might remember Joseph of Arimathea 
was a member of the Sanhedrin. Upon Jesus’ arrest in the garden he was taken to the Sanhedrin. 
The Sadducees were lawyers like the Pharisees with very different beliefs. They believed 
humankind had total free will yet also believed God knew what was going to happen. God had 
foreknowledge. They were founded around 167 BC. They believed in God’s rule over everything 
and gave great authority to the oral Torah. The Pharisees believed God could be worshipped 
outside the temple. When the temple was destroyed in 70 AD the belief concerning worship 
made the teaching of the Pharisees more relevant. They wanted the overthrow of Rome from 
Judea, as did the Sadducees. It is important to know the disciple Simon was a Pharisee when we 
study the apostles.  



One of the major, powerful similarities was the desire to rid the nation of Jesus.  

The major differences between the Pharisees and Sadducees were as follows: 

The Pharisees believed in the supernatural; the Sadducees did not. The Sadducees did not believe 
in heaven, hell, angels, or demons. The Sadducees were very secular and did not believe in the 
resurrection of the body. The Sadducees did not believe in an afterlife. Our years on earth are all 
there is. In contrast, the Pharisees understood Scripture literally. Therefore, it isn’t accidental the 
God called a Pharisee named Saul on the Damascus Road rather than a Sadducee. A Pharisee 
could more easily believe in the supernatural appearance of Christ.  

One of the major differences was in social status. The Sadducees came from noble families of 
wealth. Thus, the Sadducees were connected to Roman political power. The Sadducees held far 
more political power than the Pharisees. In contrast, the Pharisees were more connected to 
common people.  

The shared beliefs of the Pharisees and Sadducees were as follows: 

The Jewish people believed they were accountable to God in every aspect of their lives. Thus, 
both the Pharisees and Sadducees were very important to the Jewish people. They were not 
priests. Both were lawyers; that is, they were experts in Mosaic Law. They were also experts in 
interpreting the Law. Many wonder how the Mosaic Law grew from 10 commandments to 
approximately 612 laws. The expansion came through “interpretation.” When the decalogue 
stated we should not take God’s name in vain, someone asked, “What does ‘in vain’ mean?” If 
we are not to work on the Sabbath, what is considered work? As culture and society progressed, 
the need to understand how the Mosaic Law applied became important. The Pharisees and 
Sadducees were important in this interpretation. This meant they exercised great power over the 
Jewish masses.  

Roman power: Rome was by far the dominant power in the world. Though the Sanhedrin and 
two sects of lawyers ruled and exercised power over the Jewish people, the Jewish people, led by 
the Zealots, regularly revolted and protested against Roman rule. The people of God, from the 
lineage of Abraham, could never allow a foreign, Gentile power to rule over them. The Zealots 
continually attempted to incite the people against Rome. They believed in the use of arms to 
expel Rome. They also despised Jews who sought peace and cooperation with Rome. They did 
not become a “group” until around 66 AD. Zealots in Jesus’ day were men who were very 
zealous in their desire to lead an army against Rome. Who did they believe would lead the army? 
The Messiah. Judas Iscariot was a member of these discontents. When he realized Jesus was not 
going to lead a militant army against Rome, he betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver. One of the 
more important examples of Rome’s power was the constant taxation of the Jews. Remember, 
Joseph and Mary journeyed to Bethlehem to be counted for taxation. 



Herod Antipas was appointed King of Judea by Rome. He was also called Herod the Tetrarch. 
He died not long after Jesus’ death and resurrection. He seemed to be uneasy in ruling Judah. 
This uneasiness was visible in his reluctance to crucify Jesus, only to later change his mind.  

Another group that influenced Jewish life in Jesus’ day was the Scribes. The major responsibility 
of the Scribes was to make a copy of the sacred scrolls. They took this responsibility very 
seriously. They copied an O.T. scroll one letter at a time. Eventually the Scribes became 
authorities on Scripture and tradition. They were well respected as learned men of the Jewish 
faith. 

Do you often feel like one of the masses and like you are little more than a number? Today we 
have social security numbers, passwords, car tags, etc. Does this make it more difficult for you to 
believe in your uniqueness and specialness to God? Is today’s culture more secular or religious? 
Is it secular with religion playing a small role in our world? Or is it religious with the secular 
being consigned to a small role? What do you think about people of faith who want to combat the 
major threats to faith through violence? In today’s culture, much like the culture of Jesus’ day, 
there exists a division between the secular belief that there exists no supernatural or life after 
death. Do you find the secular interferes with your faith, making you reluctant to share Christ? 
Do you believe the secular can inform faith? Can they coexist? How?  

2. John the Baptist 

He is most likely the most colorful character in the early days of Jesus’ ministry. He is a 
Nazarite. The term Nazarite meant consecrated and set apart. Nazarites did not cut their hair 
(though they could let their locks grow), drink wine (or eat or drink anything made with grapes) 
or wear normal clothing. To remain pure, they could not touch bodies, graves, or even family 
members. A Nazrite could serve as a Nazrite for a specified term. How long they would remain 
apart from the culture depended upon time they stated in their vow. There were specific steps to 
becoming a Nazarite. But, our purpose in this lesson is to understand that these men made a vow 
to God to come out, be holy, and live apart. Some became a Nazarite that God might answer a 
prayer, like giving them a son. However, John the Baptist was a Nazarite to fulfill his calling to 
proclaim the coming of the Lord. Many people in the early church believed John the Baptist was 
the incarnation of the prophet Elijah. The Old Testament claims Elijah could pave the way of the 
Lord. Jesus himself identified John as the Elijah to come. Some believed John was led by the 
spirit guide of Elijah. The most popular view is that John was much like Elijah and had an 
Elijah-like personality. 

Scripture teaches we are in the world, but not of it. Are the specific times when you felt you had 
to come out and be different? Can you share them? What purpose was accomplished through 
disassociating with the world? 

3. Repent 



If we were asked to identify the major theme of John’s proclamation it would be repent. 
Repeatedly John calls upon his audience to repent. Repentance requires true, lasting regret. I 
rarely preached sermons on specific sins. I preached on the state of sin which is different from a 
single action. Why? Because people almost always know their sins! Most of us are aware of the 
many sins in our life. When we encounter Christ, we are even more enlightened. Jesus said 
rodents race toward the dark because light will expose them. Even so, when we encounter Jesus 
and the Holy Spirit, we can either remain in the darkness that haunts our souls, or we can move 
into the light of God. The light will always expose our sins, and we become far more aware of 
them. Jesus said in John 3:20, “Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into 
the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed.” For the seeking person and the faithful 
Christian, we seek forgiveness and a new beginning. The easiest way to understand repentance is 
to think of turning. True repentance involves a 180 degree turn in order to move in the opposite 
direction. Repentance means to turn from the world and toward the Kingdom of God.  

I found a paragraph in Wikipedia that defined repentance very well. It reads “The repentance 
(Greek word metanoia) called for throughout the Bible is a summons to a personal, absolute and 
ultimate unconditional surrender to God as Sovereign. Though it includes sorrow and regret, it 
is more than that. In repenting, one makes a complete change of direction toward God.” 

In your walk of faith, does repentance play a major role? Can you identify a significant moment 
when you turned from darkness into light? Does the Body of Christ to which you belong 
proclaim, “Repent and come to Jesus?”  

4. Prepare  

In those days, John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when 
he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight.’”  

The audience of John the Baptist would have understood the call to prepare. They prepared for 
every rite and ritual. Washing and refusing to touch the unclean are just two of the steps 
involving being prepared. John himself became a Nazrite. From the way he dressed to the way he 
abstained from drink and certain foods, he prepared to pave the way of the Lord. John appears to 
know that his calling was directly related to the entrance of the Messiah into the life of Israel. 
Repentance is the major way we prepare ourselves to experience Christ. John called upon the 
Jewish people to repent, to come seeking forgiveness, holiness and love. John described Jesus as 
one superior. John believed he was not worthy to carry the sandals of Jesus. Whereas John 
baptized us with water, Jesus baptized with water and fire. Deut. 4:24 states, “for our God is a 
consuming fire.” Isaiah prophesied the tongue of the Messiah would be a consuming fire. (Isaiah 
30:27). Fire is symbolic of judgement, the Holy Spirit, the consuming desire of God to redeem 



the world. Therefore, Jesus will baptize us in the very presence of God and the consuming desire 
to follow the will of God.  

Do you prepare for worship? How? Why do you think preparation is important for the act of 
worship? Do you prepare for prayer? How? Do you prepare for the day to come? How do you 
prepare for important encounters with others? 

5. Wilderness 

John emerges into Jewish life from the wilderness. After the baptism of Jesus, the Holy Spirit 
leads Jesus into the wilderness. I found the following paragraph at www.enviornmentand 
society.org: The wilderness is a locale for intense experiences – of stark need for food and water, 
of isolation, of danger and divine deliverance, of renewal, of confession, of encounters with God. 

This paragraph is very informative concerning the role of the wilderness in the Bible. The 
wilderness is the place where John experienced all of the above to some degree.  

It is difficult in our modern age to find a place of wilderness. We are surrounded by noise, 
buildings, telephone and cable wires, etc. A place of silence, of calm, and of meditation continue 
to elude us. Still if we seek a place with great intent, we can find it. Most often a sanctuary or 
chapel is accessible. Personally, I encounter my sins and experience the wonder and love of God 
in Christ away from every distraction. 

Do you have a place of wilderness where you pray and seek God? How intense and intentional 
has your search been? When do you seek the wilderness more than any other? 

6. Baptism: What did John’s baptism mean?  

Baptism has proved one of the major sources of debate in the church. Some denominations are 
founded in relation to their means of baptism. Let us first examine Jesus’ own baptism. Since 
John the Baptist called for people to repent and be baptized, baptism doesn’t seem to be a need 
for Jesus. He is sinless and there is nothing from which he needs to repent. So why allow a 
Nazrite to baptize the Son of God? Though some may disagree, and that is welcome, I agree with 
those who claim Jesus was baptized not for repentance, but rather to accept the calling to be 
Messiah. It is for this reason that God spoke and said, “This is my son in whom I am well 
pleased.” I remember and entire seminary class in which we debated whether God could be 
displeased? Whatever the answer to that question, Jesus answered the call and God was well 
pleased.  

Jesus was baptized because his ministry would be one of death and resurrection. Baptism is 
symbolic of both. When Jesus went down into the water, it represented his acceptance of death. 
When he rose from the river, he was accepting the promise of resurrection. The same is implied 
in all of our baptisms. Jesus’ baptism was Jesus’ coronation as King of Kings. As he rose from 



the water, the Holy Spirit came upon him. The Spirit was the anointing oil for royalty. Jesus 
baptism was unique and different in many respects from ours.  

Our baptism is related to our repentance and acceptance of God’s forgiveness and the Holy 
Spirit’s power within to live an abundant life in Christ. It is at this point that we need to note the 
difference in the understanding of baptism by different theologies and churches. Many 
denominations believe our baptism is solely symbolic. It is the public declaration that we confess 
Jesus Christ is our Lord. However, denominations, like my own, associate baptism not with 
conversion, but with entrance into the church, and into years of preparation. After years of 
teaching and instruction, and at the age of accountability, usually around 12 years of age, they 
personally choose to make Jesus our savior and Lord. An infant is brought to the chancel and 
presented. The entire congregation and the pastor(s) make a vow to God to raise the child in the 
faith until the child can choose. The parents take a very precious vow to raise the child in a 
Christian home. 

God’s grace is present when anyone is baptized. So, baptism is far more than just a symbol. 
Upon baptism the child becomes a preparatory member of the church. When they accept Christ 
for themselves, they become a full member of the church. 

The baptism of infants is akin to Jewish boys being circumcised. The removal of the foreskin 
marked them as a child of Abraham. One day that child would have to accept Judaism for 
themselves. 

Baptism is a time in which all of us, of various denominations, accept God’s call upon our life. 
We choose to present God with our gifts and graces that the Lord might use us in redeeming the 
world.  

Can you express how special your baptism and confirmation were? Do you greet each day as a 
day to walk in your calling? Do you have a special sense that you are a child of God, and an 
important one? 

7. Holy Spirit and Fire 

Initially fire represented the presence of God. It was easy to understand why fire was a chosen 
symbol for God’s people. Fire is light, powerful, consuming, captivating, purifying and it earns a 
fearful respect from those who try to touch it. Hebrews 12:29 states “Our God is a consuming 
fire.” Fire was not only a symbol of the divine in Judaism and Christianity, it is a symbol for the 
gods of other faiths. Quite often fire is used to denote God’s purifying anger and judgement.  

Fire is the perfect symbol for the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is the presence of God who indwells the 
Christian. The heart, soul, and spirit are ignited with the light of God. The Holy Spirit empowers 
us to walk in holiness. Fire and darkness have no romance. Wherever fire exists, darkness must 
flee. Therefore, the Holy Spirit draws us toward confession of any darkness that has moved into 



the heart. Notice that Jesus did not enter into his ministry until his baptism by John. Upon 
accepting the call to be Messiah who would live, die, and live again, the Holy Spirit then 
anointed Jesus as Messiah. However, the Spirit’s descent upon him publicly coronated him as 
Lord and King. The Holy Spirit indwelling Jesus leads to questions about the trinity. Again, the 
trinity remains beyond our comprehension. However, the Bible, history, tradition and personal 
experience allow us to accept the reality of the trinity through faith.  

John was baptizing people that they might repent and prepare for the Lord’s coming. Jesus never 
personally baptized anyone. His disciples however, baptized people with water and the Spirit. 

When we discover that God indwells and that we are the “temple of the Holy Spirit,” is our life 
altered and transformed? Personally, make a private list of behaviors you must shun as one 
indwelled by God. Take the terms light, power, consuming, captivating, purifying, and 
reverential fear and share how the Holy Spirit has used them in your life and the life of the 
church.  

8. “The Kingdom of Heaven is near.” 

The Kingdom of God is most often associated with heaven. It is heaven, and so much more. We 
often use phrases such as God in in heaven, or Jesus sits on the throne. There is nothing wrong 
with using these terms. We all need something concrete to help us understand the eternal. 
However, in reality, God is not in heaven. Heaven as a place implies boundaries, walls, and 
gates. God is greater than all! God is over and beyond walls and thrones. The throne cannot hold 
God. Can God reveal himself using the normal things in our life? Absolutely! Yet, we must 
always be aware that God is over and beyond anything we can see or imagine.  

The Kingdom of God is not a place. It is an eternal reality through which God reigns. God may 
not sit on a throne but he is still King of Kings. God may not be confined to a space, but his does 
not make him unapproachable.  

In theology school we used the phrase The Kingdom of God is here, but not yet. The Kingdom of 
God has been moving in all of human history. It came in its fullness in Jesus Christ and is here 
with us right now. Still, it is not here in all of its glory. Sin still exists. People still hate each other 
and every knee has not bowed or tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. We can experience 
God’s Kingdom moving in our life and the lives of others. Yet, there is coming a day when the 
reign of God shall appear in all of its glory. It will be a new heaven and new earth. (read Rev. 
21) 

John was announcing that in Jesus the Kingdom of God is here. He implores all of us to get 
ready, and repent, for we going to experience God’s grace and judgement.  

God is readying our lives for the coming of Jesus Christ in all of his glory! 

Summation 



John the Nazarite was in the wilderness preparing for his ministry. As he preached, he became 
known as John the Baptizer. His proclamation involved calling us to prepare for the coming 
Messiah. We could actually see and touch the Kingdom! John called us to repent and prepare for 
the tangible incarnation of God. God in Christ would walk with us toward holiness. It would 
prove a holiness not so much based on the Mosaic Law, but rather on the love of God. A loving 
heart will be a holy heart. Jesus was baptized by John. His baptism was his acceptance of the call 
to be Messiah. It was his incarnation as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. The Holy Spirit 
descended upon him. The Spirit was the anointing oil. Anointing oil was used to consecrate those 
called into the service of God. The span of our life involves walking with Jesus, who reveals to 
us the Kingdom all around us, and the Kingdom to come. 

Prayer 

Father, help us to know our own hearts so that we can be ready for your Son’s return. Help us 
bear the fruit you have called us to bear and to be strong in telling others that your kingdom is 
near, in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. (From the teacher’s manual) 

Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com.  

 

Called to Proclaim 

Winter Quarter: Call in the New Testament 
Unit 2: Jesus and Calls in His Ministry 

Sunday school lesson for the week of Jan. 3, 2021 
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 

Background Scripture: Luke 4 
Key Verses: The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for thee prisoners and recovery of sight 
for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. (Luke 4:18-19) 

Introduction 

Gospel of Luke 

Luke is one of the synoptic Gospels, along with Matthew and Mark. Synoptic means the three 
seem to write as if all of them are looking through the same eye (syn- same; optic-eye). Luke 
employs approximately 70 percent of Mark. Mark is used as a framework by Matthew and Luke. 
Matthew adds more “Jewish material” and Luke adds more Greek.  

Luke was a Gentile and close companion to the Apostle Paul. Luke and Acts are two volumes of 
one work written by Luke. Though he was not an eye-witness to the resurrected Christ, he was so 



near to Paul that he was accepted as one “inspired by God” whose writing was consistent with 
other Scripture and received the blessing of the early church. He was a physician, and therefore 
includes more healing miracles in his Gospel than the other two. Luke gave us the nativity 
through the eyes of Mary. His Gospel includes the major events in Jesus’ life. He records the 
birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension. Therefore, when Luke opens the book of Acts with 
the phrase: I wrote to you O Theophilus about that Jesus began to do and preach. Luke could 
have written that he wrote about all Jesus did! Luke understood very clearly that though Jesus 
had ascended, he was here in his church, the Body of Christ. He would continue what he started 
through his holy church.  

In chapter 4 Luke reveals to us Jesus’ profound teaching on Isaiah 61:1-2. It is important to 
remember that the authors in all four Gospels did not record everything Jesus did or taught. As 
John would write, “There are not enough books to hold it all (John 21: 25).” The passages passed 
to us are specifically chosen for a specific reason. Each reveal something about Jesus and us. Our 
task is to discover what exactly is being said through the text. 

Jesus, Galilee, and miracles  

In our text, Jesus has returned to Galilee. The people of Galilee had great affection for Jesus. He 
performed miracles. The miracles were used for two major reasons. First, miracles served God’s 
purpose in the life of the one suffering. Secondly, they revealed the Holy Spirit’s power in Jesus. 
Thirdly, they drew a crowd that Jesus might teach and preach. All three were important but 
especially the third. In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus healed the sick and people continued to come. 
However, Jesus left for a time of prayer. The disciples expected Jesus to return to the crowd but 
he didn’t. He informed them he was going to another place to preach and teach. Jesus said: “For 
that is why I came” (Mark 1:38). Early in Jesus’ ministry he performed many miracles. He 
became so popular that according to Mark’s Gospel he could not enter a town or house without a 
huge crowd coming. The performing of miracles thrilled the crowds. However, near the latter 
half of Jesus’ years of ministry he performed fewer miracles. His teaching and preaching were 
prominent, with some miracles still being performed. When Jesus began to preach that those who 
follow him “must take up their cross and follow me” (Luke 9: 23), the crowd dwindled. His 
popularity began to wane until he was crucified alone, with only his mother, John, and some of 
the women followers at the cross. 

How have you understood the miracles? Are miracles supposed to be a regular event in the 
church, or are they for the specific purposes of God? Does our faith have anything to do with a 
miracle? Are we guilty of longing for miracles more than we long to know Jesus and God’s will? 

Jesus taught in the synagogues 

The synagogues sprang up wherever there was a gathering of Jewish people. The word 
“synagogue” means “a place of gathering.” They existed out of great necessity. The temple was 
destroyed during Nebuchadnezzar’s military campaign. The entire Southern Kingdom fell to 



Babylon. The people needed a place of worship, for learning Mosaic Law, and practicing certain 
rites and rituals of their faith. Due to the exile the Jews were scattered throughout Babylon, 
Mesopotamia, and Israel. The important observances of Passover, Pentecost, and Feast of Booths 
were observed at the rebuilt temple in Jerusalem. Still, not everyone could make the journey to 
the temple. The spiritual education for the Jews mostly occurred in the synagogue.  

Synagogue on the Sabbath  

Sabbath was observed on Saturday, with Sunday being the first day of the week. Only a mighty 
act of God would lead a Jewish person to move their Sabbath to Sunday. That mighty act was the 
resurrection of Jesus! The Sabbath was a time to rest from labor and to mediate upon and 
contemplate God’s creative work. For Christians, the Sabbath is a time to observe God’s “new 
creation” as the Kingdom of God has moved into our life through the gift of Jesus. 

The synagogue crowd was perfect for Jesus. The audience consisted of people serious about their 
faith. They were seekers of God and God’s truth. The leader of the synagogue recognized 
important visitors and asked them if they would like to teach. In the text, Jesus has entered and is 
going to teach. Jesus himself was a regular attender of synagogue. The synagogue service 
involved a reading from the Mosaic Law, a reading from the Prophets, and a lesson. Jesus will be 
asked to give the lesson. Jesus was seated and handed a scroll from which to teach. It was a 
scroll of Isaiah. Scrolls most often were written on animal skins for durability, and some were 
written on the much more fragile papyrus. The animal skin could be as long as 20 ft. long. Jesus 
unrolled the scroll of Isaiah and began to preach.  

Is it important to gather together to worship the Lord? What benefit is there to meeting with 
others for both worship and to understand the Word? Why should we not attempt to interpret 
Scripture just on our own? The presenting of the scroll was important in that the audience knew 
from where the truth came. It came from Holy Scripture. In your church, is it made obvious that 
the message and lesson come from God’s word?  

Jesus teaches in the Synagogue from Isaiah 61:1-2 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me  

As explained in last week’s lesson, Jesus’ baptism involved his accepting the call to die, be 
resurrected, and fulfill his calling to be Messiah. He is then anointed with the Holy Spirit who 
descends from heaven as a dove. He is anointed to be the King of Kings. When the Spirit comes 
upon us, our gifts and graces are empowered to serve Christ. In the narrative of Pentecost in Acts 
2, the Spirit descends upon the followers of Jesus as “cloven tongues as of fire.” Jesus already 
possessed gift and graces. They were pure and motivated by love. Now, when the Spirit descends 
upon him, his gifts and graces are perfectly empowered. 



Do you understand that you are called, and set apart? What do believe are your gifts and 
graces? How has God’s Spirit empowered your gifts and graces? What is the difference in 
“doing good” and “doing good for Christ?”  

Jesus proclaims good news to the poor  

Proverbs 28: 6 states, “Better a poor man whose walk is blameless than a rich man whose ways 
are perverse.” It is a mistake to believe the poor in the Old and New Testaments are just “poor in 
spirit.” Jesus was concerned about those deprived of basic human needs. It is extremely 
important to remember what is known as the Retribution Principle. This principle simply means 
that the Jewish people believed if one was obedient and earned the favor of God, they would be 
healthy and wealthy. Health and wealth were viewed as signs of God’s favor. The Retribution 
Principle also addressed the opposite. The poor were those who, according to the principle, had 
offended God. Either the person offended God or their parents. They were considered sinners 
and the upper class wanted little to do with them. In John 9:24, a blind man stands before the 
Pharisees who say, “We know this man is a sinner.” Why did they make such a statement? 
Because he was blind! In John 9:2, Jesus is walking with the disciples. They ask him, “Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Again, we can see poverty and 
sickness attached to personal sin. If everyone who sinned was so punished by God would there 
be anyone in God’s favor? We live because God loves us and gave himself for us in Christ, not 
because we have earned God’s favor. Those who suffered poverty were receptive to the love and 
grace of God. To hear that God knew them and loved them would have been a dynamic and new 
message! The poor easily recognized their need for God, and for grace. Many knew they could 
not rely on social mobility to elevate them. If you were born in poverty, most likely you and your 
family remained in property. It would have proved easy to give up. If we heard regularly that 
God wanted little to do with us, we would certainly begin to feel a degree of hopelessness. Yet, 
when Jesus appears, he does so with open arms and an open heart. He has a message especially 
relevant to the poor. Jesus was not promising that they would become wealthy and that all of 
their illnesses would be healed. He promised that they could be rich in faith, in meaning, and 
purpose. Yes, one could be wealthy but poor in soul. The religious leaders were rarely poor. 
They used the Retribution Principle to keep the poor masses in their place. They wanted the poor 
dependent on them for hope. However, the offering of the religious leaders was in fact a heavy 
yoke around the necks of the poor. Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy 
laden. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest in your souls” (Mat. 11: 29). Listening to Jesus say they did not have to be perfect 
and that they were already loved by God was a breath of sweet liberation.  

Who are the poor? How do we identify the poor in our community without embarrassing them? 
Do we as individual Christians and the church judge others based on the Retribution Principle? 
Do we believe the suffering they experience is deserved? How do we really see the poor? Is the 
way we perceive the poor and act toward the poor consistent to what we believe about Jesus’ 
caring for the poor? 



Jesus proclaims freedom for the prisoners 

Prisoners most often were captives as a result of war. The prisoner could agree to serve their 
captor or die. Others were enslaved due to debts they could no pay. To be a prisoner, you were 
subservient. There were boundaries you could not exceed, places you could not go. For those 
literally imprisoned in a jail it was a wretched experience. The cells were absolute squalor. For 
those who served as slaves it often was only slightly better. Many were not treated as men and 
women of worth. They were useful “things” to make their masters contented. 

Jesus now sits in the synagogue and proclaims he has come to set them free. Jesus is not 
speaking of removing them from behind the man-made bars. Jesus was speaking of the freedom 
of the soul. The soul can rise above the things that bind us. Many prisoners of war claimed they 
survived by rising above their circumstance. Paul well understand this type of freedom and 
employed it for himself. He was thrown into some terrible jails. Paul finally reached a place 
where he could write, “We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in 
despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed” (II Cor. 4: 9).  

This what Paul means by hope. Hope is the belief that no matter what occurs in our life, God is 
with us. It was hope that allowed Paul to ascend his circumstances. Paul wrote, “For in this hope 
we are saved” (Romans 8:24).  

Jesus came to give hope to all of us. All of us are prisoners to something that controls our life. 
However, Christ never abandons us! Through our utter trust in God (faith), and believing God is 
love (love), we can rise above the destructive and experience an unfettered way of life (hope).  

What is it that binds us? Where do you see God in the darkness? Can you identify a time when 
you truly rose above your circumstances and were filled with hope?  

Jesus came to bring sight to the blind  

Many of the miracles are also metaphors for the spiritual. For instance, healing the deaf can also 
mean opening the ears of those who cannot hear the Gospel. John would not, and never did use 
the term miracles. Instead, John used the terms signs and wonders. John believed the miracles 
always pointed to a greater reality. Miracles were performed to point to an eternal reality. 

There are more miracles regarding the eyes and sight than any other. These miracles point 
toward our ability to see the eternal in this desperately fleeting world. Jesus used the phrase, “Do 
you have eyes but do not see” (Mark 8:18). God is present in all of life, yet we can choose to 
walk through life alone. We see the destructive, the dangers, and yes, the good. However, the 
ability to see God’s love, light, and truth in our life is vital to living the abundant life Jesus 
offers. Jesus is God’s light, love, and truth personified. He is the gift of divine presence. 

Do you think Jesus’ question, “Do you have eyes but do not see?” is relevant for you? Your 
church? Have you studied the Bible in a manner where you look in and through this world at 



God’s eternal kingdom? What do you believe the miracle of restoring sound to deaf ears means 
concerning God’s Kingdom? What do you believe the healing of the lame means? Etc. 

It is the year of the Lord’s favor 

The year of Jubilee was a significant observance for the Jewish people. Every seventh year the 
land was to be placed in Sabbath. That is, no crop could be grown that year. The land would rest. 
Agricultural experts tell us this is a good practice for many crops. The land remains productive 
when rested. Every seventh Jubilee (49 years) there would be the great year of Jubilee. Debts 
were forgiven, slaves were freed, and there would be great rejoicing. Jesus was the spiritual 
Jubilee. He was the spirit of Jubilee sitting before them in the synagogue. He would remove the 
spiritual debt of sin from which people suffered. He would free those in spiritual bondage. He 
was and is our joy!  

The year of favor could also be related to the arrival of God’s Kingdom in Jesus. The Kingdom 
had been in human history all along. However, Jesus is that Kingdom in flesh and blood. We 
could see him, touch him and experience him. The Kingdom is indeed here and is still yet to 
come in all its glory! 

There were always people who rejected him and his message. They were spiritually deaf and 
blind. Jesus said he was a prophet without honor in his hometown. His hometown saw him 
through the blinders of his childhood. How could the son of Joseph and Mary be the Messiah? 
They were rejecting Jesus as he spoke. It takes faith to open our hearts to Jesus as he is, as he 
claims to be. The fact that people turn away doesn’t say anything negative about Jesus; instead, it 
reveals the destructive blinders that people wear. 

Do you believe the church is in need of a Jubilee? Or is our church currently involved in a 
Jubilee ministry? Does our church announce God’s Kingdom is here, and is still coming? How 
are our personal gifts and graces used by God to usher in his Kingdom? 

Jesus’ gracious words 

The world can be cold. A lot of destructive language seems to always echo through the air. I 
personally believe the world is especially eager for a word of hope, of kindness, and of grace. 
From the beginning, words have possessed creative power. Once spoken, they set forth a course 
of action. A negative word creates a course of negative experiences. However, gracious words 
set forth hope and life! 

Prayer 

Almighty, loving God, in Christ you spoken grace to our ears. They are ears upon which the 
world’s noise falls, creating confusion and chaos. Yet, you continue to speak and open our eyes 
to your presence and the presence of your Kingdom. Teach us to sift through the unimportant 



and destructive, that we see the depths of your love and the brightness of you glory. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 

Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com.  

 

God makes the impossible possible 

PATHWAY TO HIS PRESENCE 
B.J. FUNK 

When Gabriel told Mary about Elizabeth’s pregnancy, he said, “For with God nothing shall be 
impossible.” (Luke 1:36) 

Those words are also for you today. Whatever you are facing, God has an answer that seems 
impossible to you on earth, but in the heavenly realm God sees things another way. He sees your 
brokenness, your loneliness, your heartache, and your pain with great possibilities. God sees that 
out of the ashes of your hurt, new life will rise again. There is no limit to what God can do. He is, 
after all, God! The One who can part the seas with just a blink of his eye can also part the discord 
in your life. He can make a path for you to walk through to safety on the other side as He did for 
the Israelites with the Red Sea when they were fleeing from Pharaoh.  

Nothing is impossible for God. He refines your faith as you learn to completely depend on Him. 
Don’t tell Him how you want your problem fixed. He knows a better way. Thank Him that things 
are not working out in your time plan, but in His. Thank Him for refining your faith as you sit 
back, relax, and watch Him take over this concern. 

You are the Lord’s servant. Let it be to you as He says. Ask God for the grace you need to trust 
Him with your life. Fall back on Him, as confidently as you would fall into a swimming pool, 
knowing that the water will always catch you. 

God will always catch you. Grace makes sure of that. 

Nothing is impossible for God. 

A sinful race is now blessed with grace. 

The Rev. B.J. Funk is associate pastor of Central UMC in Fitzgerald. Email her at 
bjfunk@bellsouth.net.This devotional came from B.J.’s new book, “It’s a Good Day for Grace, 
365 devotionals on grace.” Find it on Amazon or contact B.J. at bjfunk0@gmail.com to buy your 
copy. 

 



The Twelve Days of Christmas 

WHAT’S OLD IS NEW AGAIN 
ANNE PACKARD 

It is not known who wrote the original “The Twelve Days of Christmas,” but it is thought to have 
started as a children’s memory game with each verse being said on the appropriate day after 
Christmas and the entirety of the song to be known on the twelfth day. Players of the game who 
made an error were required to pay a penalty, usually in the form of a kiss or sweet confection. 
The best-known English version was first printed in 1780 in a book intended for children entitled 
“Mirth without Mischief,” and other versions can be found throughout Europe and North 
America. 

The 12 days of Christmas last from Christmas morning until Epiphany, which falls on January 6 
and celebrates the visit of the Magi to the Christ Child, and thus the physical manifestation of the 
Messiah to the Gentiles. Epiphany is one of the three major Christian celebrations and is 
considered as important as Christmas and Easter but is often overshadowed by the Christmas 
season. In 567, the Council of Tours “proclaimed the twelve days from Christmas to Epiphany as 
a sacred and festive season, and established the duty of Advent fasting in preparation for the 
feast.” Popular Epiphany customs included Epiphany singing, chalking the door, having one’s 
house blessed, consuming Three Kings Cake, winter swimming, as well as attending church 
services. It was customary for Christians in many localities to remove their Christmas 
decorations on Epiphany Eve (Twelfth Night). 

Christians in modern times who celebrate the 12 days may give gifts on each of them, with each 
of the 12 days representing a wish for a corresponding month of the New Year. They may feast 
on traditional foods, light a candle for each day, sing the verse of the corresponding day from the 
famous “The Twelve Days of Christmas,” and light a yule log on Christmas Eve, letting it burn 
more on each of the twelve nights. For some, the Twelfth Night remains the night of the most 
festive parties and exchanges of gifts while other households exchange gifts on the first 
(December 25) and last (January 5) days of the 12 days. As in former times, the Twelfth Night to 
the morning of Epiphany is the traditional time during which Christmas trees and decorations are 
removed. 

The joy and light of the Christmas season are needed now more than ever due to the grim 
realities 2020 has brought into our lives. Christmas carols took over the radio a little earlier than 
usual and decorations were hung by the chimney with care before turkey leftovers were finished. 

This is why we, in the South Georgia Conference, should celebrate the 12 days of Christmas 
even more joyfully this holiday season. This ancient, sacred time of faith, hope, and love will 
allow the Christmas season to truly live in our hearts and minds a little longer no matter what the 



New Year holds. And as we enjoy each day of the twelve days, may we pray for corresponding 
joy and laughter in the months to come. 

So, hold fast, members of the Methodist movement in South Georgia. The darkest days may yet 
be before us as the dark winter nights close in, but so is the promise of the light, the eternal, 
everlasting love, and the promises only God through his son Jesus Christ can offer. 

Anne Packard serves as Conference Historian and director of the Arthur J. Moore Methodist 
Museum on St. Simons Island. Contact her at director@mooremuseum.org.  

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – December 2020  
 
12/01 – Virginia Connelly: 11130 Springfield Pike, Apt. B 131; Cincinnati, OH 45246  
12/06 – Charles Adams: 301 Island St.; Lake Park, GA 31636  
12/09 – Mollie Danner: 1415 Sunrise Ave.; Moultrie, GA 31768  
12/10 – Charles Cox: 100 Spring Harbor Dr., Apt. 244; Columbus, GA 31904 
12/10 – Britt Priddy: 109 Churchview Dr.; Leesburg, GA 31763  
12/10 – Cephas Williamson: 4815 Tirol Pass; Ft. Wayne, IN 46835  
12/12 – Alan Miller: 2099 Corsica Way SW; Marietta, GA 30008  
12/13 – Sonny Moon: 1315 Girard Ave.; Sardis, GA 30456 
12/15 – Paula Lytle: PO Box 2905; Statesboro, GA 30459  
12/16 – Pat Holbert: PO Box 1004; Louisville, GA 30434  
12/19 – Ed Eschmann: 182 Second St.; Bronwood, GA 39826 
12/19 – Morgan Johnson: 5000 Fairbanks Ave. #148; Alexandria, VA 22311-1227  
12/22 – Larry Giles: 214 Jasmine St.; Sandersville, GA 31082  
12/22 – Lenton Powell: PO Box 42986; Atlanta, GA 30311 
12/22 – Joy Wilson: 59 Amanda Lane; Ellaville, GA 31806  
12/26 – Wayne Mitchell: 431 Oak Ridge Dr.; Nashville, GA 31639  
12/26 – Diane Shedd: 1718 Azalea Dr.; Valdosta, GA 31602 
12/28 – William Blalock: PO Box 187; Vidalia, GA 30475  
12/31 – John Carroll, Jr.: 4663 Wesleyan Woods Dr.; Macon, GA 31210  
12/31 – Bill Daniel: 2450 N. Oceanshore Blvd., C215; Flagler Beach, FL 32136 
12/31 – William A. Smith: 102 Pierce Rd.; Reynolds, GA 31076 
 

OBITUARIES 

Mrs. Wendy Peavy 
Wendy Peavy, 59, passed away Wednesday, December 9, 2020 at Hospice Savannah. 

She was raised in Lake City, FL, but was a longtime Georgia resident. She was a “professional” 
mother and grandmother, as well as cook and hostess. She worked for Oliver Kitchens and Bath. 



She is survived by her husband, Steve Peavy; children, Rennata Wilson (Jeremy), Michael Peavy 
(Ashlyn), Daniel Peavy (Courtney), Timothy Peavy (Danielle), Jessica Haney (Phillip); mother, 
Betty Boutwell; sisters, Kim Moore and BeeJay Palmer; brother, Jamie Boutwell; 13 
grandchildren; and several nieces and nephews and other relatives. 

Visitation was held Friday, December 11, 2020. Graveside services were held Friday, December 
11, 2020, at Springfield Cemetery Annex.  

Send remembrances to Hospice Savannah, PO Box 13190, Savannah, GA 31416. Thomas C. 
Strickland & Sons Funeral Home Effingham Chapel (912) 754-6421 is in charge of 
arrangements. 

 

Scripture Readings – Dec. 15 

December 20 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Luke 1:47-55 (UMH 199) 
Romans 16:25-27 
Luke 1:26-38 

December 24 
Christmas Eve 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Psalm 96 (UMH 815) 
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-20 

December 25 
Christmas Day 
Isaiah 52:7-10 
Psalm 98 (UMH 818) 
Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12) 
John 1:1-14 

December 27 
First Sunday after Christmas 
Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
Psalm 148 (UMH 861) 
Galatians 4:4-7 
Luke 2:22-40 

December 31 
Watch Night / New Year’s Eve 



Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 
Psalm 8 (UMH 743) 
Revelation 21:1-6a 
Matthew 25:31-46 

January 1 
Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus 
Numbers 6:22-27 
Psalm 8 (UMH 743) 
Galatians 4:4-7 or Philippians 2:5-11 
Luke 2:15-21 

New Year’s Day 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 
Psalm 8 (UMH 743) 
Revelation 21:1-6a 
Matthew 25:31-46 

January 3 
Second Sunday after Christmas 
Jeremiah 31:7-14 
Psalm 147:12-20 
Ephesians 1:3-14 
John 1:(1-9), 10-18 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 12/15/2020 edition  

Basic Lay Servant Ministries, Pelham – Jan. 15-16, 2021 
Lay Servant training is designed to educate those persons interested in stretching their faith to 
participate more fully in the ministries of the church. They have three main areas of focus: 
Leading, Caring, and Communicating. The basic class is based on Cokesbury’s book, “Lay 
Servant Ministries Basic Course,” which teaches a basic understanding of ministry in the United 
Methodist Tradition. Included in the course is the following: Wesleyan Tradition and 
Foundations, Spiritual Gifts, Servant Leadership, Caring Ministries, Communicating, and 
Sharing Your Faith. The Friday evening session is from 6:30 – 9 p.m. and the Saturday session is 
from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. at Hand Memorial UMC in Pelham. If you’ve not had training within the 
last three years (or ever), sign up for this Basic Training; otherwise, sign up for an Advanced 
Training. You must complete all of the scheduled dates above to complete your training. 
Registration fee for the class is $40. This cost covers all training materials and lunch on 
Saturday. (Note: Basic Lay Servant class must be completed before taking Advanced Class.) For 
more information. contact Anne Bosarge at anne@thechapelministries.com.  

Winter Certified Lay Ministry Course, Effingham – Jan. 16, Jan. 30, Feb. 13, Feb. 27, 
March 13, March 27, 2021 



In this six -session course held at The Chapel in Effingham, participants will develop a team of 
leaders and supporters within their current congregation who will encourage them throughout the 
course and beyond. Through the classes, they’ll build relationships with other South Georgia lay 
leaders and learn, practice, implement, share, and be inspired to take what they’ve learned and 
put it into action. The cost for the class is $300 per person, which includes lunch, snacks, and 
curriculum materials for the entire course. Contact Anne Bosarge for more information at 
anne@thechapelministries.com.  

Advanced Lay Servant Ministries Training, Pelham – Jan. 29-30 
Lay Servant training is designed to educate those persons interested in stretching their faith to 
participate more fully in the ministries of the church. They have three main areas of focus: 
Leading, Caring, and Communicating. The advanced class, based on Cokesbury’s book, “Each 
One a Minister,” by William Carter, is a study of the book of Ephesians and what it teaches 
about how we are called to use our spiritual gifts. Registration fee for the class is $25. (Note: 
Basic Lay Speaking class must be completed before taking Advanced Class.) The class will be 
held Friday, Jan. 29 from 6:30 until 9 p.m. and Saturday, Jan. 30 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. Contact 
Anne Bosarge for more information. anne@thechapelministries.com. Register here 

 


