
SOUTH GEORGIA ADVOCATE – JUNE 1 EDITION 

Annual Conference session begins Tuesday 

The 155th session of the South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church will begin 
online Tuesday, June 1, with the clergy session and the Retirement Recognition Service, and will 
run through Monday, June 7, with the virtual business session. 

Bishop R. Lawson Bryan, leading his fifth and final annual conference session as South 
Georgia’s episcopal leader, will guide South Georgia United Methodists in times of worship, 
business, and celebration. 

Gathering under the theme of “Alive Together at the Table,” he invites the annual conference to 
celebrate and affirm all that has been accomplished in mission and ministry during the past year. 

In his Book of Recommendations and Reports welcome letter, Bishop Bryan gives thanks for the 
ways South Georgia churches, laity, clergy, and extension ministries have navigated the 
unprecedented challenges of the past year.  

“Your ‘spiritual muscles’ have been on display and I can confidently say that the Body of Christ 
in South Georgia is strong,” he wrote. 

The technologically-assisted Annual Conference session will begin Tuesday, June 1 with a 
clergy session. Special services will span over the course of several days with the business 
session scheduled for Monday, June 7. Here’s an overview of how the time will be spent:  

Tuesday, June 1: Virtual Retiree Recognition Service begins at 7 pm (Link to watch) 

Thursday, June 3: Virtual Memorial Service begins at 7 pm with Dr. Brad Brady preaching (Link 
to watch) 

Sunday, June 6: Virtual Service of Ordination with Commissioning begins at 5 pm with Bishop 
Bryan preaching (Link to watch) 

Monday, June 7: Virtual Annual Conference Session, 8:30 am - 5 pm (Link for guests to watch) 

A detailed schedule of the June 7 Annual Conference Session may be found here. {link} 

Clergy and lay members to Annual Conference will be sent an email with a private link to join 
the June 7 Annual Conference Session. The email will also include their voter identification and 
additional instructions. Guests will be able to watch the live stream at 
www.sgaumc.org/aclivestreaming.  

A countdown checklist for Clergy and Lay Members to Annual Conference: 

• Have you participated in one of the online platform and voting training sessions?  



• Do you have your Book of Recommendations and Reports (BOR) purchased or printed 
and ready to reference? 

• Have you watched and read these additional videos and reports? 

Stay tuned to www.sgaumc.org/annualconference for up-to-date 2021 Annual Conference news 
and information. 

 

SEJ College of Bishops calls for special session 

(SEJ) The College of Bishops of the Southeastern Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church, 
in accordance with ¶521 of the 2016 Book of Discipline, calls for a special session of the 
jurisdictional conference on July 21, 2021. The meeting will begin at 10 a.m. EST and will be 
held virtually. 

The purpose of the special session is to vote on a proposed resolution to unite the Memphis 
Annual Conference and the Tennessee Annual Conference into the Tennessee-Western Kentucky 
Conference. 

Delegates will also receive a report from the Southeastern Jurisdiction on the pandemic response 
in the jurisdiction, the work of anti-racism across the jurisdiction, and the work of the 
jurisdiction moving forward into the next 18 months.  

The 2020 SEJ Conference, originally scheduled for July 15-17, 2020, at Lake Junaluska, NC, has 
been postponed due to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.  

The College of Bishops encourages all churches of the Southeastern Jurisdiction to be in prayer 
for the Church and the world during these challenging times.  

15 Annual Conferences comprise the Southeastern Jurisdiction: Alabama-West Florida, Florida, 
Holston, Kentucky, Memphis, Mississippi, North Alabama, North Carolina, North Georgia, Red 
Bird Missionary, South Carolina, South Georgia, Tennessee, Virginia, and Western North 
Carolina. 

The Secretary of the Jurisdiction will provide the necessary information for delegates to 
participate in the special session. Guests will be able to watch the live stream 
at www.sejumc.org. 

 

Swimming and sisterhood: Climax UMC exercise group is a lifeline 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 



To a handful of women in Climax, Ga., “yada yada” means anything but boring, predictable talk.  

These are the Yada Yadas, a close-knit group of women who have been meeting, praying, and 
exercising together since 2005. 

Sure, they talk, but it’s the meaningful kind of talk – the kind described by the Hebrew word 
yada: to know, to make oneself known. 

“We have each other’s back,” said group founder Ann Ariail, a member of Climax United 
Methodist Church. “We’ve helped each other through a lot of things.” 

Years ago, after reading a book that described such a sisterhood, Ariail prayed for one of her 
own. With a husband who had been recently diagnosed with Lou Gehrig's disease, she needed 
and wanted a support system.  

“It had me saying, ‘Lord, I need a group like this. Please help me,’” she said. 

Over the years, women have come in and out of the group, but prayer and fellowship remain its 
foundation. 

“We all love each other; we are all supportive of one another and it’s like a sisterhood,” said 
Joyce Moore, a member of the Yada Yadas. “We pray together and for each other. We have a 
good time together.” 

Moore lives in Calvary, Ga. and attends a Baptist church there. She says part of the group’s 
appeal is the diverse nature of the Yada Yadas. The group is ecumenical and, through the years, 
the women have ranged in age from 20 to 70.  

“It’s a great workout, but it is such a wonderful, wonderful group of ladies,” she said. 

Meeting every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, the group gathers to pray, exercise, and talk. 
When it’s too cold to swim, they meet in Climax UMC’s fellowship hall to work out with a 
video or walk around the neighborhood. A few weeks ago, it was finally warm enough to dive 
into Ariail’s backyard pool for water aerobics.  

The workouts are important, Moore and Ariail said, but their time together is much more than 
just exercise.  

Since starting, they’ve kept a jar out during their meetings to collect money for those in the 
community who need help. They’ve made and delivered meals, donated after hurricanes, and 
often just drop the jar off on someone’s door anonymously. 

“If we see a need or are told of a need, we try to step in and help out,” Ariail said.  

Having the prayers, support, and friendship of other women through life’s ups and downs is 
vitally important, said both Ariail and Moore. 

“It’s been like God’s way of taking care of me,” Ariail said. “They’re godly women. None are 
afraid to share their feelings toward each other, we’re not afraid to share when we hurt. We can 
say anything in the group, and to have a group of women in your life means a lot.” 



 

Prepare now for this season’s storms 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

The South Georgia Conference is no stranger to storms. 

And folks throughout the Conference – not just those on the coast – need to be aware and 
prepared for what may lie ahead. 

The 2021 Atlantic hurricane season – which runs June 1 through November 30 – is forecast to be 
“above average” in regard to the number of named storms and major hurricanes (category 3, 4 or 
5; with winds of 111 mph or higher) according to Colorado State University hurricane 
researchers. 

Whether this season is average or above, being prepared for storms – no matter if they’re 
hurricanes, tornadoes, or wind and rain events – helps protect people and properties when 
disasters do strike. But how do individuals and congregations best prepare? 

Prepare now 

Prepare now so you don’t panic later, said Luis Morales, South Georgia’s Disaster Response 
Coordinator. 

“Prepare for the worst and pray for the best,” he said. “If you’re prepared in advance you won’t 
panic when you’re closer to a calamity like a hurricane or tornado.” 

Morales recommends everyone check their preparedness via the American Red Cross’ online 
tutorial or the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s checklist. 

Here are a few basic preparedness tips from www.ready.gov, the official website of the 
Department of Homeland Security: 

• Have an evacuation plan in place and know where to go if you need to evacuate 

• Have a disaster supply kit ready, including flashlights, batteries, cash, first-aid supplies, 
and copies of important documents 

• Plan for adequate supplies if you do not evacuate 

• Have an emergency communication plan in place 

• Sign up for your county’s emergency alert notification system, if applicable 

Respond when needed 



When a need arises, be ready to respond, Morales said. 

All six of the Conference’s District disaster coordinators are actively engaged in their districts, 
training, preparing, and responding. 

“They’re working with their people trying to get them in an awareness mode, prepared for the 
season,” he said. 

Early Response Team Trainings were postponed last year due to the pandemic, but they’ve now 
resumed and South Georgia United Methodists are again being certified and recertified so they 
can be ready to serve when a disaster strikes. Through the ERT training, volunteers can be 
trained and badged in the Basic Early Response Training or choose advanced courses to acquire 
new skills. Training in chainsaw operation is also available.  

One important way South Georgia and the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
help in the aftermath of disasters is by supplying disaster kits, hygiene kits, school kits, and 
supplies. The Conference is able to distribute the kits at a moment’s notice because of its 
partnership with Crossroads United Methodist Church in Perry, which is letting the Conference 
use a portion of its Family Life Center as a centralized storehouse. 

“The collection of items and the assembly of the relief kits are a great way to involve all ages in 
a mission project within your local church,” said Allison Lindsey, director of Connectional 
Ministries. “I am thankful for Crossroads UMC in providing a central location for churches to 
bring the kits. This is key to staging the supplies to be used through the UMCOR network or 
within our Conference if needed immediately following an event.” 

Education and partnerships are crucial 

Through the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s (UMCOR) Connecting Neighbors 
Leadership Training Program, churches and individuals are trained in a local church-readiness 
train-the-trainer program designed to give volunteer trainers the tools and information they need 
to guide the development of local church disaster-response ministries. 

Connecting Neighbors aims to prepare congregants and churches for disasters so they can be 
prepared to best respond when they do occur. This includes a training for the navigators program 
which equips and empowers volunteers to go out into their neighborhoods and communities 
when it is deemed safe to evaluate and needs and where the church can offer assistance.  

“With each Early Response Team and Connecting Neighbors training we continue to strengthen 
our capacity as a Conference to respond in the event of a disaster through our local churches,” 
Lindsey said. “With hurricanes, we are able to track and have advance notice to prepare, but this 
is not the case with tornados which require more readiness and preparedness to be in ministry to 
those impacted in the path of a storm and do no harm.” 



The Conference is also connected to local and state agencies to more effectively render aid and 
resources when needed. 

“We are members of the state VOAD (Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster). We partner 
with them and have a network of state agencies, private agencies, and non profits that come to 
bear when something happens,” Morales said. 

For more information about UMCOR’s Connecting Neighbors Training Program, contact Luis 
Morales at morhilll@gmail.com. 

 

The call and cause of Christ 

FROM THE BISHOP 
R. LAWSON BRYAN 

I recently had the opportunity to deliver the invocation for an event known as the “Gathering of 
Eagles,” an annual recognition of distinguished aviators from the Air Force, Navy, Marines, 
Army, and NASA. Those recognized are invited to share their personal experiences so future 
generations can listen to them and learn from them. The group includes jet and helicopter pilots, 
NASA astronauts, and members of The Tuskegee Airmen.   

I was particularly intrigued by the story of Air Force Major Heather Penney. She was stationed 
in Washington, D.C. during the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. The Pentagon had already 
been hit, as had the World Trade Center’s twin towers. It was also known that United Airline 
Flight 93 had been hijacked and was probably headed toward the U. S. Capitol or the White 
House. Major Penney took off in her jet to find Flight 93 and defend the capital region. It was so 
urgent to get into the air that there was no time to arm her aircraft. With no weapons, the only 
way she could bring down that plane would be to ram her plane into Flight 93. In other words, 
she took off knowing that this would likely lead to her giving her own life to thwart the terrorists. 

As it turns out, the passengers overwhelmed the terrorists and crashed the plane in a field in 
Pennsylvania. Major Penney points out that those passengers are the true heroes of that day. But 
when she took off that morning she did so with the willingness to give her own life if 
necessary.  In The Washington Post, Major Penney said this about her actions that day: “There 
are things in this world that are more important than ourselves. [...] We belong to something 
greater than ourselves. As complex and diverse and discordant as it is, this thing, this idea called 
America, binds us together in citizenship and community…” 

For me this is not only an inspiring story, it also reminds me that the call of Christ upon our lives 
is so strong that it unites us in a cause much greater than ourselves. John and Charles Wesley 
came to Georgia in 1736 in response to that call and in service to that cause. Today, 285 years 
later, the South Georgia Conference is Alive Together in the call and the cause of Christ our 
Lord.   



I encourage us to remember this as we prepare for the Annual Conference business session on 
Monday, June 7. Even though we are meeting by electronic means, we will be focusing attention 
on the mission and ministry to which God has called us. I also look forward to the Clergy 
Session and the Retiree Recognition session on June 1; the Memorial Service on June 3, and the 
Ordination/Commissioning Service on June 6. Each of these events testifies to the way we really 
do belong to something greater than ourselves: the call and the cause of Jesus Christ.   

Brothers and sisters in the South Georgia Conference, let us participate fully in each of these 
events. And as we do so, let us thank God that we get to be part of the call and cause of Christ. 

Alive Together at the Table,  
R. Lawson Bryan 

 

Freed from Worry 

Summer Quarter: Confident Hope 
Unit 1: Jesus Teaches About Faith 

Sunday school lesson for the week of June 6, 2021  
By Dr. Jay Harris 

Lesson Scripture: Matthew 6:25-34 

Theme for the Summer Quarter and for the First Unit 

The theme for this quarter is Confident Hope. There is no better confidence in life than what we 
get from our faith and hope in Jesus Christ. With faith providing the vital link to this confident 
hope, we will be spending a lot of time talking about the nature of faith throughout this quarter. 
In the first unit this quarter, we learn about faith and confident hope from Jesus in the gospels. 
These teachings come from Jesus in situations in which the people Jesus encountered are 
demonstrating faith in some way. The other two units in this quarter spend time in the New 
Testament Letters where we see faith and hope often mentioned together. 

Focus for this lesson: Freed from Worry 

The focus for today’s lesson is being freed from worry. It is life changing to go from being 
shackled by worry to being freed from worry. Being freed from worry is an important key to 
living in confident hope.  

Worry is a big subject. A lot of worry is a manifestation of fear. Fortunately, we are dealing with 
the subject of fear in next week’s lesson. Instead of trying to explore the subject of worry in a 
general way, let’s begin where Jesus begins, which provides a very specific starting point. Jesus 
said, “Therefore, I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 



drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more 
than clothing?”  

Context 

This teaching is part of a larger group of teachings we know as the Sermon the Mount. It begins 
with a “therefore,” which reminds us that Jesus is tying this teaching on worry with the teaching 
that precedes it. Jesus had just spoken about materialism – not being obsessed with storing up 
treasures on earth that can be stolen or consumed by moths or rust. “For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21) Jesus also stated that we cannot serve two masters 
– either we serve God or we serve the false god of wealth and materialism. 

Not worrying about food and clothing gets very specific, doesn’t it? How would Jesus’ audience 
hear this? The Beatitudes at the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount give us a clue about his 
audience and their situation. It includes the poor in spirit, the mournful, the meek of the earth, the 
persecuted and reviled. They have little of the economic and social advantages the material 
world affords. This means, however, that the trappings that often accompany a materialistic 
culture have less of a hold on them. Consequently, they have had the opportunity to learn 
valuable spiritual traits like how to hunger and thirst after righteousness, how to be merciful and 
pure in heart, and how to make peace in the midst of conflict. Their place in society makes it 
where they have little to lose and everything to gain by living under the rule and care of God in 
the context of God’s reign. No wonder they are blessed, because the kingdom of God, in a real 
sense, already belongs to them, and they belong to it. Jesus gives them hope by exalting them 
and the life God rewards.  

Still, there was the real-life situation with which they had to deal. They had to work incredibly 
hard to feed and clothe their families. Their lives involved many hours of subsistence farming; 
drawing water from the community well; purchasing the meager food supplies they could afford 
in the marketplace; making thread, weaving cloth, and piecing it together to make the few pieces 
of clothing they would own; and then patching their clothing when it became worn. Was Jesus 
asking too much not to worry about these things?  

How Jesus teaches us to replace worry 

Jesus, however, offers a replacement to worry that is far better than worry. We’re invited to 
convert our worry into something else. We’re being invited to look more closely at food and 
clothing as God’s provisions. “Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor 
gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value 
than they?” We are asked to convert worry into contemplation – about the ways our heavenly 
Father provides for his children.  

We do have a part to play in God’s provision of food. There is a divine partnership between our 
labor and God’s provision. In Mark 4:26-29, Jesus describes how the farmer dutifully plants the 



seed in the ground, but then only observes when the stalk has broken the surface of the soil, 
when it has produced the head that will hold the grain, and when the full grain has ripened. The 
farmer does not know how this part happens. The farmer did not cause that. That is the 
mysterious and wonderful part God plays. The farmer at that point goes in with the sickle and 
harvests the grain that God produced. According to Jesus, this divine partnership epitomizes 
what goes on in God’s reign.  

There is an appropriate amount of labor involved in our part of this divine partnership, but it is 
an affront to God to add the emotional exertion involved in worry. “And can any of you by 
worrying add a single hour to your span of life?” Worry is unprofitable. It is a waste of time, 
energy, and emotion. We exert ourselves far more than we want to admit by worrying. We’re 
depleted by worry. Imagine replacing worry with trust. Imagine what that would do to our stress 
levels – to our cortisol levels, which is our body’s response to stress and has all sorts of harmful 
effects on our bodies. Replacing worry with trust could be one of the best things we could do for 
our health. 

“And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; 
they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like 
one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow 
is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you – you of little faith?” Notice that 
the analogy of the lilies of the field focuses on the beauty of the clothing that God provides. You 
think Jesus might have turned the focus away from the beauty clothing provides and focused 
instead on the usefulness of clothing to cover our bodies and protect against the elements. There 
would be people in Jesus’ audience who would have been sensitive to the plainness of their few 
items of mended and worn clothing. Perhaps, by drawing attention to the beauty with which God 
has endowed the lilies of the field, Jesus is expanding our definition of beauty. Beauty has 
something to do with the degree with which we understand ourselves to be dressed and also fed 
by the hand of God. 

Illustration 

I couldn’t help but think of Dolly Parton’s song, “Coat of Many Colors.” It’s about a young girl 
who did not have a coat, and fall was quickly turning to winter. So, her mother took a box of 
colorful rags someone had given them and began making her daughter a coat out of the rags. As 
the mother sewed the rags together, she told her young daughter the story of Joseph and his coat 
of many colors, and then her “momma” blessed the completed coat with a kiss. “So with patches 
on my britches and holes in both my shoes in my coat of many colors, I hurried off to school just 
to find the others laughing and making fun of me… And oh, I couldn’t understand it for I felt I 
was rich, and I told ’em of the love my momma sewed in every stitch, and I told ‘em all the story 
momma told me while she sewed, and how my coat of many colors was worth more than all their 
clothes. But they didn’t understand it… Now I know we had no money but I was rich as I could 
be in my coat of many colors my momma made for me, made just for me.”  



When it comes to the way our true beauty shows, the actual clothing we wear may be the most 
inconsequential thing about the way we come across to others. The New Testament Church was 
fond of using the analogy of clothing. In the Letter to the Colossians 3:12, it reads, “As God’s 
chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience.”  

Choosing the Gentile culture or the Kingdom of God  

Jesus said, “Therefore do not worry, saying ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or 
‘What will we wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your 
heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you as well.” Jesus did not 
want his followers to be caught up in the strivings and worries that characterized life among the 
Gentiles. The Gentiles were the non-Jews who brought their materialistic culture with them when 
the Romans took over. Even among the Gentiles, however, were those who were proving to be 
receptive to Jesus’ words, precisely because he was bringing attention to the emptiness of people 
whose strivings are self-centered, superficial, vain, and unprofitable in the end.  

Illustration from a mission trip 

My wife and I had the privilege of going on a mission trip to Tijuana with our church, Martha 
Bowman Memorial United Methodist Church. Our daughter had been the previous year and 
urged us to go. Our mission team was able to build a house on a concrete foundation for a family 
who had lived in a shack with a dirt floor, and we helped pour the foundation for the next house. 
We visited two orphanages and held a party for them with lots of food and games. We held a 
“shower day” with a soccer court filled with families with small children in a community where 
clean running water was scarce, and we washed many heads, treated those who needed it for lice, 
and gave out new socks. The men in our group went to a men’s prison to serve food and games 
and bring joy and witness to Christ to those prisoners. We put together bags of fruit and 
vegetables and distributed them in a neighborhood that was perched on the steepest land I have 
ever seen people live on – land upon which no one but the poorest would want to live. These 
were small one-room shacks with whole families living in them. It was there that we met 
Francesca. Our daughter hoped we would get to meet her. Francesca showed us the plywood 
walls of her home, which were filled with handwritten verses of scripture. Just as beautiful as 
these walls was the smile on Francesca’s face as she showed us her witness. Solomon in his 
finest apparel could not have been more beautiful. 

When we returned home, we returned like many youth and adults from such experiences. We 
were much more keenly aware of our complaining, our worries, and our vain strivings. That 
seems to be the overwhelming response of those involved in mission trips such as these. We 
came under conviction. We also rejoiced that we had the privilege of meeting such wonderful 
people, who, despite lacking in material resources, were full of faith. They were more content 



with the little they had than people we often see who have much more. God does provide what 
we need, and helps us differentiate between our needs and wants. The opportunity we had to 
participate in the mutual sharing of God’s provisions – our material provisions and their spiritual 
provisions – felt like we were being shown the reign of God in some small way. When we strive 
first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, when we get that priority right, it puts 
everything else in the right order, the right perspective, and the right balance. When God’s 
people understand they have enough, they discover they have enough to share, so that everyone 
has enough. That, also, is the reign of God in action. 

Thy Kingdom Come…Give Us This Day 

When I think about striving first for the kingdom of God, I think about the world God is 
endeavoring to create. Remember, in the same chapter of our scripture lesson, Jesus teaches us to 
pray, “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” God desires to create 
God’s reign on earth as it is in heaven. Our scripture passage ends with verse 34: “So do not 
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is 
enough for today.” Again, this takes us back to the prayer that Jesus taught us, “Give us this 
day, our daily bread.” We trust God for the provisions for the day we are living. This means that 
we must come to God in prayer the next day, and the next day, and so on, to pray for the day’s 
provisions. In this way, we develop trust in God one day at a time. 

Prayer 

Dear God, our Gracious Provider, 

Whose Son, Jesus, teaches us to convert our worry to contemplation and trust, 

Make us mindful of your daily care, help us know true satisfaction, and see the beauty of 
contentment, 

That your reign and righteous rule may be that which we seek and enjoy above all else, 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

Amen.  

Dr. Jay Harris serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Ministerial Services for the South 
Georgia Conference. Email him at jharris@sgaumc.com.  

 

Delivered from Fear 

Summer Quarter: Confident Hope 
Unit 1: Jesus Teaches About Faith 



Sunday school lesson for the week of June 13, 2021  
By Dr. Jay Harris 

Lesson Scripture: Matthew 8:23-27 

The lesson this week is about being delivered from fear. Fear can paralyze us and demoralize us. 
Fear can stand in the way of a confident hope and hinder us from moving forward in life and in 
faith. 

Context 

The scripture says, “And when he got in the boat, his disciples followed him. A windstorm 
arose on the sea, so great that the boat was being swamped by the waves, but he was 
asleep.” To understand what is going on in the story, it would be good to familiarize ourselves 
with the lake, the boat, and the storm in the story. The disciples were in a boat in the middle of 
the lake we often call the Sea of Galilee, also referred to as Lake Gennesaret. So much of Jesus’ 
ministry occurred around this inland freshwater lake, which is about 12 miles long north to south 
and 7.5 miles wide east to west. The lake is fed by the Jordan River from the north and empties 
into the Jordan River to the south as the river heads down to the Dead Sea. The lake and the river 
are nestled in a rift. The rift runs so deep that the surface of the Sea of Galilee is more than 500 
feet below sea level, and the rift continues to plunge much deeper below sea level as the river the 
flows south from the lake toward the Dead Sea. Since the lake is located along this rift, it is 140 
feet deep in places. When you are in a boat in the middle of this lake, the central highland region 
to your west can block the view of an approaching storm system that comes from the 
Mediterranean Sea. A storm can come with very little warning. A first-century fishing boat 
discovered in 1986 along the shore of the Sea of Galilee gives us an idea of the size of the boat 
that Jesus and the disciples may have used. It measures 27 feet in length and 8 feet in width. 
When you look at the sides of this boat, it is not hard to imagine a strong wind kicking up waves 
enough to toss a boat around and spill into the boat. If a boat capsized in the middle of the lake, it 
would be disaster.  

The contrast between the disciples and Jesus in the storm 

“And they went and woke him up, saying, ‘Lord, save us! We are perishing! And he said to 
them, ‘Why are you afraid, you of little faith?’” The contrast between the picture of Jesus 
sleeping in the stern of the boat and the frantic behavior of the disciples could not be any greater. 
Jesus asked why they were afraid, because the fear was so evident. Their fear was the most 
noteworthy aspect about them at that moment. Perhaps, at no other time up until this moment had 
the disciples revealed so much about themselves to Jesus. Yet, Jesus had been able to sleep – 
rather soundly it seems. 

At this point, it would be good to pause and locate where we are in the story. In other words, 
with whom should we identify in the scripture? A good rule of thumb in the interpretation of the 



gospels is not to put ourselves in the place of Jesus. It is better to imagine that we are one of the 
disciples – even if the picture of the disciples is not the most flattering picture. Rembrandt’s 
famous picture of Christ in the Storm features a striking seascape, a magnificent stormy sky, and 
14 men. There is Jesus, the 12 disciples, and a self-portrait of Rembrandt. Rembrandt wanted to 
put himself in the boat with the disciples. We need to approach the gospels with that same sense 
of humility and identification with the disciples. After all, we are disciples. When we identify 
with the disciples, Jesus’ words in the scripture become his words to us.  

If I am being completely honest, I relate more to the fear of the disciples in the storm than to 
Jesus’ calm. It’s one thing for Jesus to call out his disciples for being afraid, but it’s another thing 
to hear Jesus call them out for having “little faith.” We came across this charge of having “little 
faith” last week in Jesus’ teaching on worry in the sixth chapter of Matthew. In that case, what 
prompted him to say these words was his followers not understanding how God cares for them 
more than for the lilies of the field. We will see Jesus bring this charge of having “little faith” 
again in our scripture lesson in a couple of weeks.  

Jesus did not condemn the disciples for having little faith, nor did he walk away from them in 
disgust or decide not to include them in his mission. Jesus’ assessment that the disciples had little 
faith could even be seen as encouraging because there is the realization that there is much more 
faith that can be had. There is room for their faith to grow, which means that they should dare 
not settle for the faith they have at the moment. I think a good synonym for little faith would be 
“immature faith.” If I am honest, I could say that there is some evidence in me of mature faith, 
but also evidence in me of immature faith. In fact, I think it is a response of mature faith to 
recognize the continued existence of immature faith. It is my mature faith that is humble enough 
and wise enough to uncover instances where immature faith still exists in me.  

What’s at stake in this instance is the disciples’ deliverance from fear. Immature faith gives way 
to mature faith as we are delivered from fear. Jesus is the one who stands out for his calm 
confidence in the middle of the storm. The fact that Jesus had remained sleeping longer than he 
should have (in the disciples’ eyes, at least) may have conveyed the idea that Jesus did not care if 
they perished, but, of course, that wasn’t the case. Jesus simply knew that he had nothing to fear. 

Reasons Jesus had no fear 

“Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a dead calm. They were 
amazed, ‘What sort of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him?’” Jesus had no 
reason to be afraid, because he knew he was about to get up and rebuke the winds and rebuke the 
waves and it was going to get completely calm. According to Colossians 1:15-16, Jesus was, and 
is, “the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, for in him all things in heaven 
and on earth were created, things visible and invisible,” Jesus was there when the forces behind 
the winds and waves were first created. His connection with both the creation and the Creator 
would naturally make him master and commander of the winds and the waves. 



Another angle of vision we could use has to do with Jesus’ authority. Jesus was seen to have 
authority over the winds and the waves because they obeyed his command. Jesus was also seen 
to have authority over diseases and demons. That authority also extended, of course, to Jesus’ 
teachings because Jesus taught with an authority that was unlike the authority (or lack of 
authority) of the scribes and Pharisees. Jesus’ words spoke to them because they had the ring of 
the truth. Also, when Jesus speaks, his words do things. They result in action and move to action, 
whether in relation to natural forces, diseases, demons, or hearts and minds. Something powerful 
is unleashed and the miraculous happens. 

Yet another angle of vision, perhaps the most important one, relates to Jesus’ mission. Jesus’ 
mission had a three-year arc. You could say it was always a dangerous mission. His life began 
with Herod and the killing of the innocents and the flight of the holy family to Egypt. His 
ministry began with the devil tempting Jesus in the wilderness. Jesus’ mission involved exposing 
the hypocrisy of the religious leaders. His announcements, teachings, and invitations to the 
coming reign of God gave people hope, meaning, and a realization of God’s love for them. The 
religious leaders saw their influence being undermined. Jesus’ mission rallied people’s allegiance 
to the reign of God, and that was what the leaders used against Jesus. They twisted Jesus’ words 
to say that Jesus planned to set up his own earthly kingdom to rival Rome and its emperor. They 
plotted to put Jesus to death. Little did they know, however, that Jesus foresaw what they 
planned to do. He understood that God planned to use this to bring about humankind’s 
redemption. This was all a part of the arc of God’s mission of salvation through his Son, our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. It was a dangerous mission, but one with a victory at the end that was 
assured. 

What does this mission have to do with the disciples in the middle of the storm? It is this: Jesus 
had no reason to fear the storm on that day with the disciples because Jesus had a mission to 
accomplish, and nothing would stop that mission, least of all the storm on the lake. Jesus was 
absolutely confident in his mission.  

Application 

The faith of the disciples had not yet reached the maturity level that would alleviate their fear of 
a raging storm in the middle of a deep lake. The consequence of an immature faith is the ability 
of fear to paralyze and demoralize a disciple of Jesus. I think the application of this gospel story 
to our lives as disciples today has less to do with weather events and more to do with Christ’s 
mission. We can and probably should still heed the meteorologists who tell us when we should 
go out for the day being “weather aware.”  

How many times are God’s people driven to inaction by fear? This happens when we are afraid 
to give our witness or invite people to our church because of fear of embarrassment or rejection. 
It happens when we see something that needs to be done in our church or community, but we are 
afraid of the “cold water” committee who seem intent on throwing cold water on the enthusiasm 



of others. It happens when we see an injustice of some kind and are compelled by the Holy Spirit 
and God’s word to speak up about it, but we are afraid of the push-back.  

The Apostle Paul was speaking not only of his own personal experience but also that of his 
fellow workers when he said, “We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 
driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying 
in the body the death of Jesus so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies.” (2 
Corinthians 4:8-10) I once heard a sermon to a large group of men that was entitled, “Dead Men 
Don’t Die.” If you are already dead, you don’t have to be afraid of dying. That may seem to be a 
weird or nonsensical title for a sermon. It makes sense, however. If you have already died in 
terms of keeping up your reputation, then you have nothing to lose on that score. If you have 
died to the need to be accepted by everyone, then you have nothing to lose by being rejected. If 
you have died to a comfortable lifestyle, then you have nothing to lose by being made 
uncomfortable because of the push-back of others.  

There is also the fear we have of our own complete conversion. Let that thought sink in for a 
moment. If I go all-in, what will I be losing as a result? What control will I be losing? My life 
won’t be my own any longer. What will people think of me? Will they think I am a fanatic? This 
fear is real given all the lukewarm Christians there are in the world. Even as I write this, I 
wonder if I am lukewarm too much of the time. Do I play it safe? Am I holding the transforming 
power of God at arm’s length out of fear?  

Having a mature faith has everything to do with being delivered from fear. I remember when my 
Mom was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. My mother felt like and appeared to be a vivacious 
71-year-old when she was diagnosed. She would have 10 weeks to live. Immediately, however, 
upon her diagnosis, my Mom started witnessing to her faith to deal with what she faced. Mom’s 
witness helped her family deal with it. Mom said these words, “I want to be a witness in how I 
handle this.” Everyone one of us who heard her say these words will never forget it. She 
succeeded. She did not crumble beneath the weight of the fear that often comes with the 
approach of death. She had one last mission to accomplish. 

What is your mission? How is your faith? Where is your confident hope? How do you plan to 
rise above fear? Jesus can calm the wind and the waves. 

Prayer 

O God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Your Son Jesus commanded the winds and the waves to be calmed, and they obeyed his 
command, 

Help us to take stock of the fear that paralyzes us and hinders your mission, 

That we may be assured of your presence and delivered from our fear, 



Through our Mission-Giver, Jesus Christ, 

Amen.  

Dr. Jay Harris serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Ministerial Services for the South 
Georgia Conference. Email him at jharris@sgaumc.com.  

 

Need More Output? Get More Input!  

LEADERSHIP REALLY MATTERS 
ANNE BOSARGE 
REV. JAY HANSON 

“I’m exhausted. I can’t do another thing.”  

“I’m overwhelmed. I’ve got too much to do.”  

“I’m out of energy. I’ve got to focus on me for a while.”  

“The ministry never seems to end and I just don’t have enough to give.”  

Lately I’ve been hearing sentiments like these from many tired church leaders. There is an 
overwhelming amount of overwork, mental and physical exhaustion, rushed engagements, and 
thirsty souls. Leaders are looking for the latest productivity tricks and tips to steal a few minutes 
here and there in the attempt to make-up time and make room for more. But what if what we 
have is not a time problem but a spiritual problem?    

I’m a big fan of Peter Scazzero’s, “Emotionally Healthy” book series (Emotionally Healthy 
Spirituality, Leadership, and Discipleship). In “Emotionally Healthy Discipleship,” he explains 
how church leaders often reach burn-out and develop a feeling of overwork when they outwork 
their level of being with God. They give far past what they have received from spending time 
with God.  

What happens when you give past what God has given you to share with others?  

• You start giving away pieces of yourself and you become resentful of others.  
• You give your wisdom and opinions instead of God’s.  
• You feel pressure to do more and better which leaves you exhausted and defeated.  
• You are consistently rushed and unable to give yourself fully to anything, feeling like you 

don’t really belong and aren’t fully accepted.  
• Your relationships are transactional, and while you’re with one person you’re thinking 

about your next meeting or appointment.  
• You fire off quick opinions and lose sight of the grace and mercy you have received.  



If you’re having a hard time doing everything you’re doing with a spirit of generosity and grace, 
you might be tempted to clear the calendar and narrow your options; cut back on what you’re 
doing. That’s a great first step, but continued overwhelm and burden is an indication you have a 
being problem, not a calendar problem. No amount of doing or not doing will change the 
malnourished state of your soul. Reprioritizing and managing will not allow you to give more if 
you have nothing left to give. What is needed is more being with God. Your output must not 
exceed your input.  

You might start by going to the schedule and writing in more time with God, expanding your 
quiet time, increasing the amount of time you spend in prayer. All of that will help, but that is 
only addressing the calendar problem. What is most needed is a constant connection with the 
Father, experiencing the personal “withness” of God. In John 15:5 Jesus describes this as 
“abiding” or “remaining” in Him. It’s living with the reality that God is with you, operating just 
under the surface of every interaction and conversation, inside every thought and every breath.  

When you abide in Him and focus on being with Him, you are filled to overflowing with His 
power. What you offer others is not your wisdom and strength, but His. Doing for God that flows 
out of being with God is infused with a kindness, gentleness of spirit, and humility that draws 
others into His presence. Someone who remains in God has a greater capacity for compassion 
and empathy and develops deep relationships that are overflowing with God’s love.  

If you are looking for greater output as you do for God, get more input by being with God.  

Jay Hanson, Director of Congregational Development and Lead Pastor of The Chapel 
Ministries, and Anne Bosarge, Associate Director of Congregational Development and Campus 
Pastor of The Chapel Online, serve at The Chapel Ministries. They love sharing about the ways 
God is moving in their church. Contact them at jay@thechapelministries.com and 
anne@thechapelministries.com. 

 

A John Wesley Moment: Peter Bohler 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 
DAVE HANSON 

Peter Bohler was a young German Moravian Christian. John Wesley met him soon after 
returning from his failed mission to Georgia. Bohler was in London preparing to travel to 
America to do missionary work among the slaves. John Wesley looked after Bohler and some of 
his friends while they were in London. Bohler, who was about 10 years younger than Wesley, 
spoke a little English. Wesley spoke a little German, but they found that they could speak easily 
in Latin. 



Wesley confided to Bohler that he was thinking about giving up preaching because he had no 
faith. He said, “I need faith that will give me three things: peace in the face of death, joy, and 
victory over sin.” 

Bohler encouraged Wesley to “preach faith until you have it. Then you will preach faith because 
you have it!” Wesley tried that, but it didn’t work very well. 

Bohler told Wesley he could have the kind of faith he sought and he could have it 
instantaneously, but first he must put aside all this philosophy and just come as a little child and 
ask Christ to save him. Then the Holy Spirit would give him the assurance he sought. Wesley’s 
reply was, “I never heard such a thing in my life.” Bohler encouraged him to read his Bible. He 
said this to a man who had taught Bible at Oxford!  

Wesley then did a study of the Book of Acts, looking for conversion stories. He discovered that 
Acts was full of instantaneous conversions. Wesley said, “I see it in the Bible, but that was way 
back then. I don’t see it today.” Bohler said, “I can bring 10 people within an hour who can 
testify to this faith.” Five people came and gave their witness. Wesley said, “That’s enough. I see 
it can happen today… but, how can it happen to me?” 

Have you been there in your life? 

The Rev. Dave Hanson is a retired pastor and John Wesley scholar. 

 

Why I am waiting  

By Dr. Derek W. McAleer 

I know many United Methodists are frustrated with the continued delays of General Conference. 
While I am aware and sensitive to the problems COVID-19 has caused for gatherings and travel, 
that does not lessen my frustration. I, along with other traditional United Methodists I know, 
have been holding forth for what we view as traditional Bible-based beliefs. We thought we were 
finally at the point of no longer being “unequally yoked,” to borrow St. Paul’s language. Just 
when I think there is a light at the end of the tunnel, the point of decision continues to be just out 
of reach. The actions of those who oppose our traditional Biblical stance continue unabated. And 
when it finally seemed we were coming to some terms around amicable separation, it feels like 
we aren’t being allowed out of a troubled relationship. As you can see, I am not unbiased about 
the issues facing my church. I have strong views. 

If I am so frustrated, why am I staying and waiting on the long-delayed General Conference to 
meet? Why don’t I just leave? 



To put it simply, I am very concerned about the needs of our retired and disabled clergy brothers 
and sisters. I do not want to leave them exposed or unprovided for. St. Paul also reminds me to 
“look not to my own interests, but to the needs of others.” I cannot leave now and obey the 
scripture. 

Our retired clergy count on retiree medical benefits. These benefits are funded annually through 
our apportionments and assets. If we all just leave The United Methodist Church, who remains to 
see those benefits are paid? Similarly, our disabled clergy have their health insurance provided 
by the conference through apportionments. If we abandon this responsibility, who will provide 
for them? I can’t just walk away from my friends, colleagues, and mentors.  

We have funds available to cover these costs as we work together now. With appropriate 
legislation at the General Conference level and considered action by our own Annual 
Conference, we can decide how we will cover these needs, using the assets available and perhaps 
future offerings. These assets belong to the Annual Conference and were gathered with specific 
purposes in mind. I would not want them split up in ways that do not meet the intended purposes. 
Nor do I want to spend half a million dollars of offerings on legal bills just because I did not 
have the patience to wait on a proper solution. 

I am mightily weary of the battles which have been going on my entire ministry (I was ordained 
in 1981, and we were debating human sexuality then). I am very tired of being asked to fund our 
connectional church by those who are breaking the connection. I am at the point of walking away 
from the church which I have served my entire adult life, and it is hard. I grieve this loss, but I 
am weary. I want to move on and move forward. 

But I am staying, waiting on that elusive General Conference. I am staying because my duty to 
the retired and disabled saints of the South Georgia Conference compels me to wait. I am staying 
because giving in to my frustration would be self-centered when God calls me to be concerned 
about the needs of others. I cannot promise I will stay forever, but I am staying while my duty 
seems within reach. 

Our Conference met the challenge of funding the Pre-82 pension plan. We met the challenge of 
raising our Past Service Rate for older pastors to the current standard. We are slowly meeting the 
challenge of getting benefits debt paid. We can meet this challenge of perseverance. I believe we 
have the possibility of amicable separation where these needs can all be covered, and I hope to 
work for that. I invite you to consider the needs of others also, and wait with me. 

Dr. Derek McAleer serves as Director of Administrative Services, Conference Treasurer, 
Conference Benefits Officer, and Conference Statistician 

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – June 2021 
 



6/02 – Jan Durham: 103 Willeford Dr.; Savannah, GA 31411 
6/03 – Cindy Garrard: PO Box 39; Midland, GA 31820 
6/03 – Joyce Payne: 423 Nandina Ct.; Warner Robins, GA 31088 
6/04 – Frank Parr: 24 Wylly Ave.; Savannah, GA 31406 
6/05 – Pam France: 41 Holsteiner Lane; Dallas, GA 30132 
6/06 – W. Raymond Wilder, Jr.: 2001 South Lee St.; Americus, GA 31709 
6/06 – Sandra Wilson: 4657 Twin Oak Dr.; Macon, GA 31210 
6/07 – Bob Williams: PO Box 665; Dublin, GA 31040 
6/08 – Marcia Cochran: 344 Stone Mill Dr.; Brunswick, GA 31520  
6/09 – John Clements: 468 Edwards Creek Rd.; Alamo, GA 30411 
6/09 – Whit Kirkland: 551 Kirkland Dr.; Byron, GA 31008 
6/09 – Sylvia Ross: 2000 Cambridge Ave. #331; Wyomissing, PA 19610 
6/09 – Matt Woodbery: Box 4028; APO AE 09096 
6/10 – Bill Huddle: 5310 Winding Lakes Dr.; Cumming, GA 30028 
6/10 – Charles Smith, Jr.: 4102 Serendipity Ct.; Martinez, GA 30907 
6/14 – Eul Kim: 4320 Jackson St.; Riverside, CA 92503 
6/15 – Mira Barrett: 433 Paul St.; Portal, GA 30450 
6/15 – Stephen Webb: 260 Riverchase Dr.; Bainbridge, GA 39819 
6/17 – Charles Cravey: 6500 Clito Rd.; Statesboro, GA 30461 
6/17 – William Harris: 111 Ingham St.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 
6/17 – Heyward Hiers: PO Box 187; Berlin, GA 31722 
6/18 – Leland Collins: 130 Surrey Place; Perry, GA 31069 
6/19 – R. Randall Ray: 139 Cedar Ridge Rd.; Americus, GA 31709 
6/20 – Glen Hancock: 3098 Rufus Thompson Rd.; Donalsonville, GA 39845 
6/20 – Saunders Pinckard: PO Box 6555; Americus, GA 31709 
6/20 – Jim Rush: 160 University Park Dr.; Homewood, AL 35209 
6/21 – Nancylee Cater: PO Box 8547; Warner Robins, GA 31095 
6/21 – Lonzie Wester: 2616 Winchester Rd.; Waycross, GA 31501 
6/23 – Sue Diebolt: 2006 Waverly Ct.; Lancaster, SC 29720 
6/23 – Don King: 140 Long Pines Circle; East Dublin, GA 31027 
6/24 – Doug Harvey: 5109 River Rd.; Jakin, GA 39861 
6/24 – Jack Knight: 255 Cross Country Chase; Stokesdale, NC 27357 
6/24 – Benjy Varnell: 100 Militia Hill Way; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 
6/25 – Gary Brady: PO Box 382; Ochlocknee, GA 31773 
6/25 – Russ Elkins: 104 Oak Dr.; Adel, GA 31620  
6/25 – Jim Emery: 3855 Dennis Creek Rd.; Talbotton, GA 31827 
6/25 – Grable Page, Jr.: 2823 W. Royal Oaks Dr.; Beaufort, SC 29902 
6/26 – C. Graton Helms: PO Box 4476; Eastman, GA 31023 
6/26 – Tom Johnson: PO Box 1202; Pine Mountain, GA 31822 
6/27 – Bill Strickland: PO Box 355; Portal, GA 30450 
6/28 – Ethan Strom: 384 Midnight Cypress Dr.; Winter Haven, FL 33881 
6/29 – Nancy Scarbrough: 1345 Hardeman Ave. #239; Macon, GA 31201 
6/30 – Roy Dial, III: 3015 Chadbourne Trail; Alpharetta, GA 30004 
6/30 – Sally Flowers: 507 Sunnymeade Dr.; Valdosta, GA 31605 
 



OBITUARIES 

Mrs. Jackie Miller Pryor 
Jackie Miller Pryor, 78, of Fitzgerald, Georgia, died Tuesday, May 18, 2021, at Maple Court in 
Tifton, Georgia. 

Graveside services were held Thursday, May 20, 2021, at Pine Level Cemetery in Ben Hill 
County, Georgia. The Rev. B.J. Funk and Elder Edward McIntyre officiated. 

Mrs. Pryor was born July 23, 1942, in Irwin County, Georgia, to the late Roy and Louise Mixon 
Henderson. She lived in the community most of her life and was a 1960 graduate of Irwin 
County High School. Mrs. Pryor was a homemaker, a devoted minister’s wife and mother. She 
was a member of Central United Methodist Church, where she attended the Covenant Sunday 
School class, sang in the Celebration Choir and was a member of the United Methodist Women. 
Mrs. Pryor was also a former member of the Administrative Council. 

She is survived by her two sons and their spouses: Cal & Kathleen Miller of Chula and Jeff & 
Taylor Miller of Athens; grandchildren: Annie Miller, Rebecca Miller and Zachary & Vanessa 
Miller; great-grandchildren: Adaline Kate Miller and Leia Grace Miller; step-children: Becky & 
Tim Anderson of Fitzgerald, Jarratt & Brenda Pryor of Bethlehem, Gerald & Maritza Pryor of 
Douglas and Malinda Pryor of Columbus; 11 step-grandchildren; nine step-great-grandchildren; 
a sister, Patsy & Andy Kemp of Valdosta; nieces and nephews: Dene’ & Len Hogan, Mark & 
Lori Tucker and Greg & Kelly Tucker. In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by 
her first husband, Rev. John C. Miller and her second husband, Gerald Wilcox “Jerry” Pryor. 

The family wishes to thank the Tuesday Lunch Bunch as well as Maple Court Senior Care and 
Georgia Living Senior Home Care for their care and compassion. 

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests those desiring to send memorials may send them to the 
charity of choice in memory of Jackie. 

 

Scripture Readings – June 1 

June 6 
Second Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Samuel 8:4-20 (11:14-15) 
Psalm 138 
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 
Mark 3:20-35 

June 13 
Third Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 
Psalm 20 or Psalm 72 (UMH 795) 



2 Corinthians 5:6-10 (11-13) 
Mark 4:26-34 

June 20 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-49 
Psalm 9:9-20 (UMH 744) 
2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
Mark 4:35-41 

June 27 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 1:1,17-27 
Psalm 130 (UMH 848) 
2 Corinthians 8:7-15 
Mark 5:21-43 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 6/1/2021 edition  

AC2021: Virtual Clergy Session – June 1 
The electronic clergy session is set for Tuesday, June 1, 2021, from 10 am - noon. For all Annual 
Conference information, visit www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.  

AC2021: Virtual Retiree Recognition Service – June 1 
A virtual Retiree Recognition Service will take place Tuesday, June 1 at 7 pm to honor and 
recognize clergy retiring in 2021. For all Annual Conference information, visit 
www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.  

AC2021: Virtual Memorial Service – June 3 
A virtual Memorial Service to remember clergy and clergy spouses who have passed away in the 
past conference year is set for Thursday, June 3 at 7 pm. For all Annual Conference information, 
visit www.sgaumc.org/annualconference. 

Basic ERT Training, Waynesboro – June 5 
Early Response Team (ERT) Trainings equip individuals and teams to respond in the immediate 
aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the training, 
participants will receive an ERT Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive 
an UMCOR ID Badge and a conference ERT T-shirt, and lunch is included. You must be 18 
years or older to get the UMCOR badge. An UMCOR background check is required before 
receiving badges—participants must register online (at no cost to participants). Contact your 
Lead Instructor if you need the Verified Volunteer Good Deed Code. This ERT training will be 
held June 5 at Waynesboro UMC. ERT Training begins at 9 a.m. Register here. For questions, 



please contact Kelly Crane, Coastal District Disaster Response Coordinator, 
at kelcrane@gmail.com. 

AC2021: Virtual Commissioning and Ordination Service – June 6 
Those approved for provisional membership or full connection at the clergy session will be 
commissioned or ordained in a local church setting on Sunday, June 6. The Commissioning and 
Ordination Service(s) will be live streamed so the entire conference may share in this important 
worship experience online. For all Annual Conference information, visit 
www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.  

AC2021: Virtual Annual Conference Session – June 7 
The one-day virtual Annual Conference session is set for Monday, June 7, beginning at 8:30 am.  
Full Annual Conference details can be found at www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.  

Camp Connect: High School Camp – June 14-18 
High School Camp is sold out. Students entering grades 9-12 are eligible for High School Camp. 
Tailored toward the unique time in a high school student's life, this week of camp is filled with 
fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 
fellowship. Campers will enjoy the beach, bonfires, art, hilarious morning shows, and evenings 
of camp-wide games and worship. Contact the Office of Camp Ministries Office at (912) 638-
8626 ext.107 with any questions. 

Basic ERT Training, Darien – June 19 
Early Response Team (ERT) Trainings equip individuals and teams to respond in the immediate 
aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the training, 
participants will receive an ERT Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive 
an UMCOR ID Badge and a conference ERT T-shirt, and lunch is included. You must be 18 
years or older to get the UMCOR badge. An UMCOR background check is required before 
receiving badges—participants must register online (at no cost to participants). Contact your 
Lead Instructor if you need the Verified Volunteer Good Deed Code. This ERT training will be 
held June 19 at Darien UMC. ERT Training begins at 9 a.m. and will conclude by 3 p.m. 
Register here. For questions, please contact Kelly Crane, Coastal District Disaster Response 
Coordinator, at kelcrane@gmail.com.  

Wesley Glen Day – June 20 
Fathers’ Day is Wesley Glen Day across the South Georgia Conference. Show your support for 
adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities by making a gift to Wesley Glen 
Ministries on June 20 in honor of a strong male role model in your life. Celebrate by wearing 
your favorite Wesley Glen T-shirt from past years. Post your pictures on social media with the 
tags: #WesleyGlenMinistries #growingtogether www.wesleyglenministries.com  


