
SOUTH GEORGIA ADVOCATE – ANNUAL CONFERENCE EDITION 

Bishop Bryan leads fifth and final South Georgia Annual Conference session 

Leading his fifth and final annual conference session as South Georgia’s episcopal leader, on 
Monday, June 7, Bishop R. Lawson Bryan welcomed more than 700 delegates and guests to the 
155th session of the South Georgia Annual Conference. 

This year’s gathering was again virtual, with clergy and laity participating from their living 
rooms, home offices, and churches. Earlier in the week the conference worshiped virtually in 
three separate services: the Retiree Recognition Service on June 1, the Virtual Memorial Service 
on June 3, and the Service of Ordination with Commissioning on June 6.  

With a theme of “Alive Together at the Table,” Bishop Bryan opened the business session by 
reflecting on his five years serving South Georgia and the numerous ways in which the 
conference is alive.  

He acknowledged the global coronavirus pandemic has changed the way congregations and 
churches work and worship, but said they are strong and resilient.  

“I celebrate the adaptability of our laity and our clergy,” he said. “I have learned something 
about how faithful our laity and clergy are. Many of our local churches now have fresh, new 
avenues of ministry. We’ve learned better ways to be the church.”  

And although times are uncertain, Bishop Bryan said he’s noticed South Georgia United 
Methodists do not seem to be uncertain about what matters most. 

“I have not sensed any uncertainty about the importance of making disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world,” he said. “Our laity and clergy, while acknowledging 
uncertainty all around, still realize that the hurting people in our communities need a church and 
that they’re ready to respond to a church that is open to them, and that is what I see happening all 
over.” 

Morning business session 

During the morning business session, the conference voted on and approved items in the Consent 
Calendar; celebrated the ministry and comeback of Camp Connect; heard about a book club 
focused on race relations hosted by Connectional Ministries; celebrated with those pastors who 
have served 50 years in ministry and those who have retired; watched a video celebrating and 
promoting clergy S3 (Sabbath, Service, Study) groups; heard the Board of Ordained Ministry 
(BOM) report given by Rev. Fran Magoni, chair of the BOM, and recognized new certified 
candidates, 2020 Licensing School students, new Licensed Local Pastors, and received clergy 
into full conference membership; honored the 45 faithful clergy and clergy spouses who have 
died since the 2020 Annual Conference session; approved a report from Equitable 
Compensation; approved a report from the Conference Board of Pension and Health Benefits, 
including a motion to no longer collect apportionments for payment of pre-1982 pension and 
benefits and celebrated that the obligation for the funding of the pensions and the yearly increase 



of the past service rate has been met; heard a report from the Conference Trustees; recognized 
Emanuel United Methodist Church in Brunswick for winning the One Matters Award; took 
action on the closings of two churches; approved the disaffiliation of nine churches; approved the 
nominations report; celebrated the ways the conference has responded to disasters and built 
disaster response capacity; celebrated the faithful ministry of the laity by hearing a report from 
Lay Leader J. Knapp who introduced the Laity Cabinet; and heard a welcome message from 
Bishop David Graves, episcopal leader of the Alabama-West Florida Conference, who will 
provide interim episcopal leadership for South Georgia beginning Sept. 1.  

Afternoon business session 

During the afternoon business session, the conference heard two John Wesley Moments from 
Rev. Dave Hanson (John Wesley Moment 1 / John Wesley Moment 2); recognized conference 
agencies and showed appreciation for their fruitful ministries; heard a report from the heads of 
the General Conference delegation and the Leadership Forum Task Force; heard a report from 
the Conference Council on Finance and Administration (CFA) and approved a budget of 
$8,437,218, a reduction of $735,096 from the previous year; heard an announcement from CFA 
that churches need to ensure they have bonding for their treasurers and financial secretaries; 
celebrated South Georgia’s partnership with the North Katanga Conference; remembered the 
ministries of former UMW president Gloria Gilmore and former UMM president Henry Holt as 
Patsy Thomas shared a black history month spotlight; highlighted the ministry of certified lay 
ministers; received an offering for the Annual Conference Special Offering, the Golden Cross 
Fund; gave thanks and appreciation to Bishop Bryan for his five years of service to the 
Conference, and accepted an invitation from the Northwest District to host the 2022 Annual 
Conference session in Columbus June 5-8. Before the close of the session, the 2021-2022 
pastoral appointments were set.  

Be the door keepers 

As Bishop Bryan closed the 2021 Annual Conference session - his final session as episcopal 
leader of the South Georgia Conference - he read Psalm 84 and encouraged South Georgia UMs 
to stay together and be door keepers. 

“Aren’t we ready to be back in worship, in church together? The psalmist expresses it perfectly: 
‘My soul longs for this,’” Bishop Bryan said. “I hope the pandemic has helped teach us all to 
stay in touch with our deep longing that God has given us to be together. This is the way God 
created us. This is the need the church fulfills. It’s part of who we are.” 

Local churches should be places where all may enter and find security and a spiritual home, he 
said.  

To close, Bishop Bryan asked everyone to consider themselves as door keepers - those who 
welcome and invite others in - and asked, “For whom will you open the door?” 

“May we go forth today thinking of ourselves as door keepers. It’s something every one of us 
can do,” he said. “We’re all here because doors were opened for us. I’d rather be a doorkeeper in 
the house of the Lord. That’s what your community needs: people who know how to open doors. 



And you are one of those people. You know the doors that need to be opened and you know how 
to open those doors. I’d rather be a doorkeeper; what better role could you have?” 

For full Annual Conference coverage, visit www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.  

 

Conference remembers, celebrates, and honors during worship services 

Before the Conference got down to business, it worshiped together virtually over the course of 
several days as it remembered, celebrated, and honored South Georgia United Methodists. 

Virtual Retiree Recognition 

On Tuesday evening, June 1, the Conference gathered virtually to honor these 11 pastors retiring 
this year: 

James Robert Beckum 

Remer Logan “Brad” Brady III 

Columbus B. Burns III 

Darrell Carter 

Eddie J. Conaway, Jr. 

Bob Mark Moon 

Gary V. Page 

Norris Ashley Randall, Jr. 

Carol Morgan Smith 

Stephen Lee Vinson 

Shareon N. Womack 

It also celebrated with those pastors who have served 50 years in the ministry: 

Nathan C. Godley 

J. Dan Robinson 

William L. Strickland 

Marcus V. Tripp 



Richard E. Turner 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven,” said Bishop Bryan 
during the service. “So, too, there is a time for movement and new adventure, fields of service 
not yet touched. With love, we send you out in the spirit of John Wesley: may the world be your 
parish.” Watch the Retirement Recognition service | Watch the 50 Years in Ministry video 

Virtual Memorial Service 

A Memorial Service for those who have faithfully served the South Georgia Conference was 
held virtually Thursday evening, June 3 at 7 p.m. Dr. Brad Brady, who retired at the 2021 
Annual Conference session, read Romans 16:1-16 and reminded those watching that everyone 
has a story. 

“Every single person has a story,” he said. “Paul lists 27 names in these 16 verses. Each has a 
story. Each has been a blessing.” 

Just as those listed in scripture have stories, so too do the 26 clergy and 18 clergy spouses who 
passed away this year, Dr. Brady said. 

“If we were able to have representatives from all the different churches they’ve served stand and 
speak, there would be story after story after story about the impact of their ministries. These 
folks are dear to us. They have a story. And they have an impact that is incalculable.” 

Those being remembered who have passed away between April 1, 2020, and March 31, 2021, 
include (in order of date passed away): 

Deceased Clergy 

Carl Eugene “Gene” Cariker, Sr. 

Clifford Kendrick “Cliff” Wallace 

Tommy Elmer McCook, Jr. 

Henry Kenyon Erwin 

Irie Monroe Cyree 

Mark Kase 

James Hicks “Jim” Snell, Jr. 

Marcelle G. Myers 

Douglas Tripp Holden 



Jefferson Brooks Partain 

James Ellis Boyd 

Randy J. Mosley 

Richard Allen Trawick 

Thomas Ned “Tom” Young 

D. Marvin Goodman 

Edwin Lee Holton 

Rosalie Sue Cottrill DeJournett 

Michael Alva “Mike”McAfee, Sr. 

Paul Whitfield Dupree 

Charles Franklin McCook 

Arthur Lanier Bishop 

Joseph Wesley Jones, Jr. 

William Beniah “Bill” Willis, Jr. 

Matthew J. Hearn 

William Metts Whipple 

John Thomas Edwards, Jr. 

Deceased Clergy Spouses 

Roslyn Elizabeth Harris 

Rosemary J. Ayres 

Juanita Hale Wilder 

Kathleen M. Edwards 

Joyce T. Myers 

Carroll Victoria “Vicki” Baker 

Jacquelyn Battle Tillman 



Rudolph Thomas 

Marlene Nettles Thornton 

Renee May Lunn Knight 

Michael Lamont “Micky” Newton 

Mamie Lorene Burgess Sauls 

Emmie Carlton Johnson 

Wendy Jo Peavy 

Mae Dobbs Jones 

Melba Benson Belcher 

Elizabeth Bussell Thompson 

Freiya Elizabeth Brown 

Watch the Memorial Service 

Virtual Service of Ordination with Commissioning 

The Conference gathered Sunday, June 6 for the virtual Service of Ordination with 
Commissioning. Along with their families, those being ordained and commissioned gathered at 
Vineville United Methodist Church in Macon.  

Bishop R. Lawson Bryan, episcopal leader of the South Georgia area, preached a message titled, 
“The Common Call.” 

The common call to ministry binds clergy and laity together, Bishop Bryan said.  

“You know it’s all about the call,” he said. All the way back to Genesis, “until you have God’s 
call, you don’t have anything. But when you have the call, you have everything.” 

Nothing happens without the call, he said. The prophets are called. Jesus calls fishermen, tax 
collectors, and women, but it’s always the call.  

“That’s what constitutes us, it’s God’s call upon our lives.”  

The following individual was ordained as Full Conference Members: 

 

Full Conference Member/Elder 



Eric Kyle Mayle  

 

Probationary Members Commissioned for Ordination as Elders 

William Rushton Black 

Tamara Lynn Humphries 

Pamela Vaughn Johnston 

James Patrick Owens 

 

Watch the Ordination Service with Commissioning  

For full Annual Conference coverage, visit www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.  

 

Bishop Graves introduced  

Just as Georgia and Alabama share the Chattahoochee River, they will soon share an episcopal 
leader. 

In a new video, Bishop R. Lawson Bryan, who will retire this September, introduced Bishop 
David Graves, who serves as bishop of the Alabama-West Florida Conference. Upon Bishop 
Bryan’s retirement and during the approximate 16-month interim, Bishop Graves will provide 
episcopal leadership to both the South Georgia and the Alabama-West Florida Conferences. 

Winning people to Jesus is Bishop Graves’ purpose in life. 

“It’s all about winning people to Jesus,” he said. “It’s about seeing the unseen, it’s about 
transforming lives, and God calls us to change our corner of the world.” 

Bishop Graves said he is thankful for the opportunity to serve both conferences and believes God 
is going to do amazing things with the partnership. 

“We have many connections between our two conferences, and God is going to use those to 
bless both Annual Conferences,” Bishop Bryan said in the video.  

“Thanks be to God that the Holy Spirit can build on those connections and we can look forward 
to continuing to be Alive Together in Christ.” 

Watch video 

 



Bishop Bryan sets 2021-2022 pastoral appointments 

On Monday, June 7, during the 2021 South Georgia annual conference session, Bishop R. 
Lawson Bryan fixed the 2021-2022 pastoral appointments for the South Georgia Conference of 
The United Methodist Church. 

2021-2022 Appointments 

Click here to download and view the list of appointments by district. 

The Reading of the Appointments 

Click here to watch the reading of the appointments. 

For full Annual Conference coverage, visit www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.  

 

Alive Together at the Table through mission, ministry & evangelism 

Churches throughout the conference continue to demonstrate the ways they are Alive Together at 
the Table through mission, ministry, and evangelism.  

One Matters Award 

Emanuel UMC in Brunswick, Ga. is the recipient of the 2021One Matters Award given by 
Discipleship Ministries. This award recognizes churches with a renewed focus on discipleship 
through professions of faith, baptisms and growth. Each “one” in these categories represents a 
life transformed. 

Evangelistically Fruitful Congregations 

The mission of the church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ. A significant dimension of the 
disciple-making process is that of leading people to make a commitment to God through baptism 
and profession of faith in Jesus Christ. 

Reaching new persons with the gospel is at the very heart of every church’s purpose. Below are 
congregations in each district that charted the largest net gain in membership, the largest number 
of professions of faith, the best ratio of professions of faith with regard to membership in 2020, 
and every local church showing a net gain in membership for 2020. 

Lake Park was the overall conference leader with the largest net gain in membership, St. Luke in 
Columbus led the conference in the largest number of professions of faith, and Wesley Chapel 
(Powersville) had the best ratio of professions of faith. 

 

The churches with the largest net gain in membership in each district in 2020 were: 

Coastal: Isle of Hope 



North Central: Centenary 

Northeast: Brooklet 

Northwest: St. Paul 

South Central: Lake Park 

Southwest: Cordele First 

 

The churches with the largest number of professions of faith in each district in 2020 were: 

Coastal: Isle of Hope 

North Central: Perry 

North Central: Vineville 

Northeast: Brooklet 

Northwest: St. Luke (Columbus) 

South Central: Lake Park 

Southwest: Cordele First 

  

The churches with the best ratio of professions of faith in each district in 2020 were: 

Coastal: St. Luke (Savannah) 

North Central: Haddock 

Northeast: Friendship (Waynesboro) 

Northwest: Wesley Chapel (Powersville) 

South Central: Lake Park 

Southwest: Leila 

  

Every local church showing a net gain in membership for 2020 has been designated an 
Evangelistically Fruitful Congregation.  

Coastal District 

Bethesda (Rincon) 

Emanuel 

Gateway 



Goshen 

Isle of Hope 

Jekyll Island 

Midway 

Richmond Hill 

Springfield 

St Luke (Savannah) 

The Chapel 

Trinity (Pooler) 

Trinity (Savannah) 

Trinity Chapel Tybee Island 

Wesley Frederica 

 

North Central District 

Andrew 

Centenary 

Christ (Warner Robins) 

Liberty 

Piney Mount (Tennille) 

 

Northeast District 

Brooklet 

Ellis Chapel 

Friendship (Waynesboro) 

Haven-Munnerlyn 

Poplar Springs 

Reidsville 

Statesboro First 



Twin City 

Union (Bulloch Co) 

 

Northwest District 

Cusseta 

Cuthbert 

Leslie 

Montezuma 

Powersville 

Richland 

St Luke (Columbus) 

St Marys Road 

St Paul 

Vienna 

Wesley Chapel (Powersville) 

 

South Central District 

Broxton 

Lake Park 

Manor 

Mt Calvary 

Patterson 

Pine Level (Fitzgerald) 

Shiloh (Lowndes Co.) 

The Porch Community Church 

Valdosta First 

 

Southwest District 



Bethany (Mitchell Co.) 

Beulah (Worth Co.) 

Colquitt 

Cordele First 

Doerun 

Hatley 

Leesburg 

Leila 

New Lowell 

Providence (Brooks Co.) 

 

Fully Connectional Churches 

Also recognized were those churches that were fully connectional in 2020 by giving 100% or 
more of their apportionments. Click here to view a full list. 

 

Mission Giving 

Second Mile Giving 

Second Mile Giving is an exciting and significant element of the stewardship program within our 
connectional system at both the General Church and Conference levels. One official Second Mile 
Giving program within The United Methodist Church is The Advance for Christ and His Church. 
In 1948, the General Conference launched the Advance as a call to Christians to help rebuild a 
world shattered by World War II. 

The first mile, or priority, continues to be for local churches to fulfill their commitment to the 
World Service Fund, Conference Benevolences, and other apportioned funds. Second mile 
stewardship through The Advance fosters partnerships between those who give and those who 
receive. Through Advance gifts, persons determine and support their own individual and local 
congregation’s giving priorities. 

Conference Advance Specials are projects geographically located within the boundary of the 
South Georgia Conference. They have been screened by the Conference Outreach Team and 
authorized by the South Georgia Conference to solicit support from local churches.  

Three Star Churches 



Local churches are challenged by the Conference Outreach Team to achieve stars of excellence 
in Second Mile Giving by: 

• sharing faithfully in the total mission of the church by paying 100% of all 
apportionments. 

• investing a minimum of $25 in at least one fruitful ministry listed in each of the Six 
Lanes of the Advance, 

• and extending bold support of at least one ministry listed in the PLUS lane. 

Click here to view a list of Three Star Churches for 2020. 

Carruth Mission Awards 

The Carruth Mission Awards were inaugurated in honor of Rev. Carlton and Mrs. Augusta 
Carruth for their many years of faithful service and support of missions. 

Highest Total Given to Missions: St. Luke, Columbus 

Highest Per Capita Given to Missions: Wesley (Howard Charge) 

The churches with the highest total given to missions in each district were: 

Coastal: Isle of Hope 

North Central: Perry 

Northeast: Statesboro First 

Northwest: St. Luke (Columbus) 

South Central: Tifton First 

Southwest: Porterfield 

 

The churches with the highest per capita given to missions in each district were: 

Coastal: Odum 

North Central: Danville  

Northeast: Zoar 

Northwest: Wesley (Howard Charge) 

South Central: Hebardville 

Southwest: Morningside, Albany 

 



Giving to Agencies 

Magnolia Manor 

Top 10 Supporting Churches: Americus First, Vineville, Vienna, Cairo First, Leslie, Park 
Avenue, Albany First, St. Luke (Columbus), St. Simons, Skidaway Island 

Methodist Home for Children and Youth 

Top 10 Giving Churches (amount given): Vineville, Mulberry Street, Tifton First, St. Marys, 
Vienna, Wesley Monumental, Perry, Gray, Martha Bowman, Hawkinsville First 

Top 10 Giving Churches (per capita): Wesley, Box Springs, Mauk, Danville, Sardis, Alston, 
Linton, Vienna, Asbury, Ellis Chapel 

Open Door Community House, Inc. 

The Mrs. Butch Deaton "Living the Vision" Award: Rev. Ronnie Culpepper, Board Member 

Outstanding Financial Stewardship in Charitable Contributions: St. Paul UMC (highest giving) 
and St. Luke UMC, Columbus (highest giving per capita) 

Wesley Glen 

Top 10 Churches in Total Giving: St. Paul, Vineville, Statesboro First, Martha Bowman, Forest 
Hills, Dublin First, Porterfield Memorial, Isle of Hope, Gray, Fairhaven 

For full Annual Conference coverage, visit www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.  

 

Laity Cabinet connects laity, conference leadership 

In a video played during the 2021 Annual Conference session, Conference Lay Leader J. Knapp, 
a member of Thomasville First United Methodist Church, introduced the new South Georgia 
Laity Cabinet.  

Made up of the six district lay leaders, the director of Connectional Ministries, the director of 
Communications, and the conference lay leader, the group meets monthly with Bishop Bryan to 
learn, talk, plan, and represent the Conference’s laity. 

“The laity are not part of the church. The laity ARE the church, and we are to be partners in 
ministry with our clergy whose role it is to teach, train and equip us so that we, the laity, may go 
out as the hands and feet of Christ, carrying his light into the darkness and his healing into a 
broken world,” Knapp said in the video. “John Wesley knew this and wholeheartedly supported 
it.” 

Watch Laity Cabinet Report 

 



Conference completes its pre-1982 pension and benefits obligations 

During the 2021 Annual Conference session, the Conference approved a motion to no longer 
collect apportionments for payment of pre-1982 pension and benefits. The obligation for the 
funding of the pensions and the yearly increase of the past service rate has been met. 

In these trying and uncertain times, the South Georgia Conference Council on Finance and 
Administration and Board of Pension and Health Benefits have worked hard to save South 
Georgia local churches money and ease the burden of apportionments. 

One way they’ve been able to do this is by completing the payment of the pre-1982 pension 
obligations. This finishes an obligation first undertaken in the mid-1980s. In addition, the Board 
of Pensions funded the Pre-82 pension at a level which should provide for an annual 2 percent 
increase to retirees, without an annual apportionment. 

“Retirees don’t need to be concerned because the funds have already been paid into Wespath. 
This increase has been pre-paid and is secure,” said Dr. Derek McAleer, Director of 
Administrative Services. 

This would result in a decrease in apportionment askings over the next five to six years, from 
approximately $200 to $10,000 per year, depending on church size, he said. 

The Conference had planned and budgeted to pay the pre-1982 retiree pension and benefits 
increase over the next five to six years, but instead paid the $1.2 million in full in late 2020. 
Doing so brings financial relief to local churches, Dr. McAleer said.  

“Taking care of (it) now means that the burden isn’t left for the future to handle,” he said. “We 
think local churches will be appreciative of the relief.” 

To be able to make the large payment, money was pooled from a variety of sources: investment 
income, money raised for pre-82 pensions but not yet applied, money from pension funds, and 
the apportionment from 2020.  

Dr. Don Kea, a retired pastor who until last August served on the Board of Pensions and Health 
Benefits, says this is an important step. 

“This is a huge, wonderful step for our conference to take for those people who have served prior 
to 1982,” Dr. Kea said. “It means that the unfunded liability for people who served prior to 1982 
are now covered fully for their pensions. It increased the pension by a little more than $1,000 per 
year for people who had at least 20 years in, which made a big difference.” 

Rev. Mike Lyons, senior pastor at Claxton United Methodist Church, served on the Conference 
Board of Pension and Health Benefits in the 90s when Dr. Kea served as chairman. He 
remembers when there was hope that the pension liability would be funded by the early 2020s.  

“This is a very, very big deal for this Conference,” Rev. Lyons said during the Annual 
Conference session. “I am grateful to see this day arrive. We don’t always get to see such days.” 

For full Annual Conference coverage, visit www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.  



 

Videos highlight ways Conference is alive 

During the 2021 online Annual Conference session, delegates watched videos highlighting areas 
in the South Georgia Conference that are alive and vital and ways the conference is “Alive 
Together at the Table.” 

Connectional Ministries 

Connectional Ministries highlighted various missions and ministries showing the impact our 
connection is having both within the bounds of South Georgia and beyond.  

• Camp Connect: Camp Connect has made a comeback, and we are HAVING CAMPS this 
summer! 

• Book Club: Learn about the diverse group of clergy and laity who gathered at the virtual 
table to read and discuss, “How To Be An Antiracist” by Dr. Ibram Kendi. 

• Disaster Response Highlight: We celebrate the impact of our Disaster Response 
Ministries relief efforts following 2020’s catastrophic events.  

• Mission Spotlight: Travel to Kamisamba Farm in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
in the North Katanga Annual Conference to see the fruits of your generosity.  

• Black History Month Highlight: Patsy Thomas provides a beautiful tribute to the legacy 
of South Georgia’s own Mrs. Gloria Gilmore, South Georgia’s first African American 
UMW president.  

• One Matters Award: Emanuel UMC was recognized for their renewed focus on 
discipleship with an award from Discipleship Ministries.  

Congregational Development 

Congregational Development is helping equip the laity of the South Georgia conference through 
three certified levels of lay ministry training available to laity who want to grow in their 
leadership within the local church. One of these is Certified Lay Ministers (CLM).  

• Certified Lay Ministry 

Board of Ministry 

S3 is a program for sustaining excellence in ministry sponsored by the South Georgia Order of 
Elders and the Board of Ordained Ministry. S3 is a collaborative, small group, action learning 
experience that will help sustain/promote excellence in ordained ministry.  

• Clergy S3 (Sabbath, Service, Study) groups 



Administrative Services 

Golden Cross is a ministry that reaches out in love to individuals in our Annual Conference who 
are experiencing financial difficulty due to excessive medical expenses. Through the Golden 
Cross Fund, United Methodists care for members of our local churches in a time of emotional 
stress and financial need.  

• Golden Cross Fund 

John Wesley Moments 

Each year, a highlight of our conference session is hearing from Rev. David Hanson in his John 
Wesley Moments.  

• John Wesley Moment 1 

• John Wesley Moment 2 

Special Music & Dance 

• Special Music: As We Gather At Your Table (Moultrie First UMC) 

• Interpretive Dance: At This Table (UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat) 

For full Annual Conference coverage, visit www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.  

 

General Conference delegation update: Pray and prepare 

In a video to the annual conference, Mr. Bill Hatcher and Rev. Jim Cowart, heads of South 
Georgia’s General Conference delegation, gave a brief update on the status of The United 
Methodist Church, the postponed 2020 General Conference session, and the Protocol for 
Separation through Grace and Reconciliation. They welcome thoughts and questions from South 
Georgia United Methodists (www.sgaumc.org/2020-delegation). 

Watch Delegation video 

For full Annual Conference coverage, visit www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.  

 

Nine South Georgia congregations disaffiliate from UMC 

Nine South Georgia congregations have disaffiliated from The United Methodist Church. 

In nine separate votes - one per church - Recommendation 5 passed, which allows the churches 
to disaffiliate from The UMC “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements 
and provisions of The Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the 



ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 
2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these 
issues.” 

Provisions passed at the called 2019 Special Session of the General Conference and two policies 
passed during the 2019 South Georgia Annual Conference session - a Disaffiliation Policy and a 
Pension Liabilities Proposal – laid the groundwork for the churches to disaffiliate.  

Per the policies adopted, once each congregation pays their pension liabilities, their two years of 
apportionments, and the legal fees involved, they will be released from the trust clause and will 
own their property. 

“Seeing faithful United Methodist congregations disaffiliate brings me personal sadness,” said 
Rev. David Thompson, dean of the Cabinet and superintendent of the Coastal District. “Last year 
we lost seven congregations; this year we lost nine. We certainly send them forth with our love 
and prayers, but it’s a sad parting. I believe if we stay together, we can as the Annual Conference 
discern the way for us to faithfully be the people called Methodist, staying true to our 285-year 
legacy in South Georgia.” 

The Conference is allowing congregations to discern and follow the path to which they hear 
God’s call, without rancor, said Conference Treasurer Dr. Derek McAleer. 

“While we do not wish any church to leave, we understand that some may feel this is their 
course,” he said. “They go under the minimum terms set by the General Conference. And they 
go with our blessing.”  

After the conference approved the disaffiliation of Homeland United Methodist Church, Wesley 
Oak United Methodist Church, Pine Hill United Methodist Church, Bethel United Methodist 
Church, Gibson United Methodist Church, Marvin United Methodist Church, Mitchell United 
Methodist Church, Mt. Moriah United Methodist Church, and Providence United Methodist 
Church, Bishop Bryan offered a prayer of thanksgiving for each church and its ministry. 

“We are thankful for their history in the South Georgia Conference and we honor them for that, 
for their faithfulness, for the way they have sought to be in ministry with the other churches of 
our conference, and also as they now disaffiliate, we thank you that they are not disaffiliating 
from our hearts, from our affections, and from our goodwill. We continue to count them as 
brothers and sisters in Christ.” 

For full Annual Conference coverage, visit www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.  

 

Delivered from Fear 



Summer Quarter: Confident Hope 
Unit 1: Jesus Teaches About Faith 

Sunday school lesson for the week of June 13, 2021  
By Dr. Jay Harris 

Lesson Scripture: Matthew 8:23-27 

The lesson this week is about being delivered from fear. Fear can paralyze us and demoralize us. 
Fear can stand in the way of a confident hope and hinder us from moving forward in life and in 
faith. 

Context 

The scripture says, “And when he got in the boat, his disciples followed him. A windstorm 
arose on the sea, so great that the boat was being swamped by the waves, but he was 
asleep.” To understand what is going on in the story, it would be good to familiarize ourselves 
with the lake, the boat, and the storm in the story. The disciples were in a boat in the middle of 
the lake we often call the Sea of Galilee, also referred to as Lake Gennesaret. So much of Jesus’ 
ministry occurred around this inland freshwater lake, which is about 12 miles long north to south 
and 7.5 miles wide east to west. The lake is fed by the Jordan River from the north and empties 
into the Jordan River to the south as the river heads down to the Dead Sea. The lake and the river 
are nestled in a rift. The rift runs so deep that the surface of the Sea of Galilee is more than 500 
feet below sea level, and the rift continues to plunge much deeper below sea level as the river the 
flows south from the lake toward the Dead Sea. Since the lake is located along this rift, it is 140 
feet deep in places. When you are in a boat in the middle of this lake, the central highland region 
to your west can block the view of an approaching storm system that comes from the 
Mediterranean Sea. A storm can come with very little warning. A first-century fishing boat 
discovered in 1986 along the shore of the Sea of Galilee gives us an idea of the size of the boat 
that Jesus and the disciples may have used. It measures 27 feet in length and 8 feet in width. 
When you look at the sides of this boat, it is not hard to imagine a strong wind kicking up waves 
enough to toss a boat around and spill into the boat. If a boat capsized in the middle of the lake, it 
would be disaster.  

The contrast between the disciples and Jesus in the storm 

“And they went and woke him up, saying, ‘Lord, save us! We are perishing! And he said to 
them, ‘Why are you afraid, you of little faith?’” The contrast between the picture of Jesus 
sleeping in the stern of the boat and the frantic behavior of the disciples could not be any greater. 
Jesus asked why they were afraid, because the fear was so evident. Their fear was the most 
noteworthy aspect about them at that moment. Perhaps, at no other time up until this moment had 
the disciples revealed so much about themselves to Jesus. Yet, Jesus had been able to sleep – 
rather soundly it seems. 



At this point, it would be good to pause and locate where we are in the story. In other words, 
with whom should we identify in the scripture? A good rule of thumb in the interpretation of the 
gospels is not to put ourselves in the place of Jesus. It is better to imagine that we are one of the 
disciples – even if the picture of the disciples is not the most flattering picture. Rembrandt’s 
famous picture of Christ in the Storm features a striking seascape, a magnificent stormy sky, and 
14 men. There is Jesus, the 12 disciples, and a self-portrait of Rembrandt. Rembrandt wanted to 
put himself in the boat with the disciples. We need to approach the gospels with that same sense 
of humility and identification with the disciples. After all, we are disciples. When we identify 
with the disciples, Jesus’ words in the scripture become his words to us.  

If I am being completely honest, I relate more to the fear of the disciples in the storm than to 
Jesus’ calm. It’s one thing for Jesus to call out his disciples for being afraid, but it’s another thing 
to hear Jesus call them out for having “little faith.” We came across this charge of having “little 
faith” last week in Jesus’ teaching on worry in the sixth chapter of Matthew. In that case, what 
prompted him to say these words was his followers not understanding how God cares for them 
more than for the lilies of the field. We will see Jesus bring this charge of having “little faith” 
again in our scripture lesson in a couple of weeks.  

Jesus did not condemn the disciples for having little faith, nor did he walk away from them in 
disgust or decide not to include them in his mission. Jesus’ assessment that the disciples had little 
faith could even be seen as encouraging because there is the realization that there is much more 
faith that can be had. There is room for their faith to grow, which means that they should dare 
not settle for the faith they have at the moment. I think a good synonym for little faith would be 
“immature faith.” If I am honest, I could say that there is some evidence in me of mature faith, 
but also evidence in me of immature faith. In fact, I think it is a response of mature faith to 
recognize the continued existence of immature faith. It is my mature faith that is humble enough 
and wise enough to uncover instances where immature faith still exists in me.  

What’s at stake in this instance is the disciples’ deliverance from fear. Immature faith gives way 
to mature faith as we are delivered from fear. Jesus is the one who stands out for his calm 
confidence in the middle of the storm. The fact that Jesus had remained sleeping longer than he 
should have (in the disciples’ eyes, at least) may have conveyed the idea that Jesus did not care if 
they perished, but, of course, that wasn’t the case. Jesus simply knew that he had nothing to fear. 

Reasons Jesus had no fear 

“Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a dead calm. They were 
amazed, ‘What sort of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him?’” Jesus had no 
reason to be afraid, because he knew he was about to get up and rebuke the winds and rebuke the 
waves and it was going to get completely calm. According to Colossians 1:15-16, Jesus was, and 
is, “the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, for in him all things in heaven 
and on earth were created, things visible and invisible,” Jesus was there when the forces behind 



the winds and waves were first created. His connection with both the creation and the Creator 
would naturally make him master and commander of the winds and the waves. 

Another angle of vision we could use has to do with Jesus’ authority. Jesus was seen to have 
authority over the winds and the waves because they obeyed his command. Jesus was also seen 
to have authority over diseases and demons. That authority also extended, of course, to Jesus’ 
teachings because Jesus taught with an authority that was unlike the authority (or lack of 
authority) of the scribes and Pharisees. Jesus’ words spoke to them because they had the ring of 
the truth. Also, when Jesus speaks, his words do things. They result in action and move to action, 
whether in relation to natural forces, diseases, demons, or hearts and minds. Something powerful 
is unleashed and the miraculous happens. 

Yet another angle of vision, perhaps the most important one, relates to Jesus’ mission. Jesus’ 
mission had a three-year arc. You could say it was always a dangerous mission. His life began 
with Herod and the killing of the innocents and the flight of the holy family to Egypt. His 
ministry began with the devil tempting Jesus in the wilderness. Jesus’ mission involved exposing 
the hypocrisy of the religious leaders. His announcements, teachings, and invitations to the 
coming reign of God gave people hope, meaning, and a realization of God’s love for them. The 
religious leaders saw their influence being undermined. Jesus’ mission rallied people’s allegiance 
to the reign of God, and that was what the leaders used against Jesus. They twisted Jesus’ words 
to say that Jesus planned to set up his own earthly kingdom to rival Rome and its emperor. They 
plotted to put Jesus to death. Little did they know, however, that Jesus foresaw what they 
planned to do. He understood that God planned to use this to bring about humankind’s 
redemption. This was all a part of the arc of God’s mission of salvation through his Son, our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. It was a dangerous mission, but one with a victory at the end that was 
assured. 

What does this mission have to do with the disciples in the middle of the storm? It is this: Jesus 
had no reason to fear the storm on that day with the disciples because Jesus had a mission to 
accomplish, and nothing would stop that mission, least of all the storm on the lake. Jesus was 
absolutely confident in his mission.  

Application 

The faith of the disciples had not yet reached the maturity level that would alleviate their fear of 
a raging storm in the middle of a deep lake. The consequence of an immature faith is the ability 
of fear to paralyze and demoralize a disciple of Jesus. I think the application of this gospel story 
to our lives as disciples today has less to do with weather events and more to do with Christ’s 
mission. We can and probably should still heed the meteorologists who tell us when we should 
go out for the day being “weather aware.”  

How many times are God’s people driven to inaction by fear? This happens when we are afraid 
to give our witness or invite people to our church because of fear of embarrassment or rejection. 



It happens when we see something that needs to be done in our church or community, but we are 
afraid of the “cold water” committee who seem intent on throwing cold water on the enthusiasm 
of others. It happens when we see an injustice of some kind and are compelled by the Holy Spirit 
and God’s word to speak up about it, but we are afraid of the push-back.  

The Apostle Paul was speaking not only of his own personal experience but also that of his 
fellow workers when he said, “We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 
driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying 
in the body the death of Jesus so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies.” (2 
Corinthians 4:8-10) I once heard a sermon to a large group of men that was entitled, “Dead Men 
Don’t Die.” If you are already dead, you don’t have to be afraid of dying. That may seem to be a 
weird or nonsensical title for a sermon. It makes sense, however. If you have already died in 
terms of keeping up your reputation, then you have nothing to lose on that score. If you have 
died to the need to be accepted by everyone, then you have nothing to lose by being rejected. If 
you have died to a comfortable lifestyle, then you have nothing to lose by being made 
uncomfortable because of the push-back of others.  

There is also the fear we have of our own complete conversion. Let that thought sink in for a 
moment. If I go all-in, what will I be losing as a result? What control will I be losing? My life 
won’t be my own any longer. What will people think of me? Will they think I am a fanatic? This 
fear is real given all the lukewarm Christians there are in the world. Even as I write this, I 
wonder if I am lukewarm too much of the time. Do I play it safe? Am I holding the transforming 
power of God at arm’s length out of fear?  

Having a mature faith has everything to do with being delivered from fear. I remember when my 
Mom was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. My mother felt like and appeared to be a vivacious 
71-year-old when she was diagnosed. She would have 10 weeks to live. Immediately, however, 
upon her diagnosis, my Mom started witnessing to her faith to deal with what she faced. Mom’s 
witness helped her family deal with it. Mom said these words, “I want to be a witness in how I 
handle this.” Everyone one of us who heard her say these words will never forget it. She 
succeeded. She did not crumble beneath the weight of the fear that often comes with the 
approach of death. She had one last mission to accomplish. 

What is your mission? How is your faith? Where is your confident hope? How do you plan to 
rise above fear? Jesus can calm the wind and the waves. 

Prayer 

O God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Your Son Jesus commanded the winds and the waves to be calmed, and they obeyed his 
command, 



Help us to take stock of the fear that paralyzes us and hinders your mission, 

That we may be assured of your presence and delivered from our fear, 

Through our Mission-Giver, Jesus Christ, 

Amen.  

Dr. Jay Harris serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Ministerial Services for the South 
Georgia Conference. Email him at jharris@sgaumc.com.  

 

Healed by Faith 

Summer Quarter: Confident Hope 
Unit 1: Jesus Teaches About Faith 

Sunday school lesson for the week of June 20, 2021  
By Dr. Jay Harris 

Lesson Scripture: Matthew 9:18-26 

Healing and Faith 

Today’s subject is healed by faith. We’re not just looking at healing. We’re giving attention to 
where healing meets faith. Furthermore, how does this particular experience of faith contribute to 
our understanding of confident hope? When we suffer from sickness and disease, it reveals to us 
just how connected our mind, body, soul, and emotions are to each other. What happens to one 
affects the other. God, above all, knows this. It is not hard to understand how Jesus would be 
involved in a ministry involving healing and deliverance from death-dealing forces in our lives.  

It is important to understand, too, that Jesus’ healing is more than about how we feel (although 
how we feel is very important). Sickness, disease, and death are features of a fallen world. Jesus 
taught that it is misguided to attempt to trace the cause of people’s diseases or physical defects to 
their own particular sins or the sins of their parents (John 9:3). That being said, it is appropriate 
to understand death and suffering as fixtures of a fallen world. Jesus, in both his teachings and 
his healing ministry, points to the dismantling of this fallen world and the coming of a new world 
where God will wipe every tear, death will be no more, mourning and crying and pain will be no 
more, for the former things will have passed away (Revelation 21:4). Every healing is therefore a 
sign of the passing of a diseased world and the completion of God’s kingdom in the future where 
God’s ideal will reign completely, and God will be ‘all in all’ (1 Corinthians 15:28). Meanwhile, 
we live in this “in-between time,” and how our faith comes up against these experiences of 
sickness, disease, and death is vitally important. It is as if these experiences present a battlefield, 



and God’s desire is that we emerge victorious – “more than conquerors” (Romans 8:37). So, 
prepare to learn all we can from this scripture about healing faith.  

A father is brought to his knees 

“While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue came in and 
knelt before him, saying, ‘My daughter has just died; but come and lay your hand on her, 
and she will live.’ And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples.”  

Jairus was a leader in the synagogue, which means he was someone of some standing in the 
community. He probably would have known that Jesus was a controversial figure in the eyes of 
the religious establishment. None of that mattered, however, when his daughter fell ill and died. 
She had just died, and this father was on his knees. He brushed aside the controversy and his 
standing in the religious community and he chose to believe that the reports of Jesus and his 
power to heal were true. By kneeling before Jesus, he was humbling himself and believing that 
Jesus would be moved by a father’s love for his daughter. Notice all that is involved in this 
father’s expression of faith. Remember how important one’s expression of faith is to Jesus. 

A story interrupted by another story 

“Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years came 
up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak.”  

Today’s scripture lesson is unique because it tells about not one, but two events. Event number 
one begins, but while it is unfolding, event number two begins, interrupting event number one. 
After event number two concludes, event number one resumes. Both stories are powerful in their 
own right, but because they are so intertwined, we notice even more the parallels, the 
intersections, and the distinctions that make them different and unique. 

These intertwined stories are found also in Mark (5:21-43) and Luke (8:40-56). Matthew’s 
version is the shortest version with nine verses. Luke tells the story in 17 verses. Mark provides 
the most details in 23 verses.  

We want to pay attention to the kinds of faith demonstrated in these stories. Jairus desired 
healing for his daughter, and the woman in the second healing story desired healing for herself. 
In the first story, it is the faith of Jairus, on behalf of his daughter, that we are examining, and in 
the second story it is the faith of the woman that we are examining. We’re told in Mark’s gospel 
that the daughter of Jairus was 12 years old; when this young girl was born, the chronic suffering 
of the woman in the second story was just beginning.  

She suffered from a hemorrhaging condition. Not only would she have suffered from the 
hemorrhaging itself, she would have also suffered from social isolation. Leviticus 15:25 says, “If 
a woman has a discharge of blood for many days, not at the time of her impurity [menstruation], 
or if she has a discharge beyond the time of her impurity, all the days of the discharge she shall 



continue in uncleanness; as in the days of her impurity, she shall be unclean.” The understanding 
was that anyone with whom she came into contact would become unclean. Imagine having to 
limit your human contact to this degree. We have some understanding of that due to the 
pandemic we have been living through. Imagine, however, everyone else getting to enjoy human 
contact, but not you. 

Naturally, we would feel an enormous amount of sympathy for this woman. The woman had 
obviously concluded that this man, Jesus, had the ability to heal her. She had faith in the power 
and compassion of Jesus to heal. There existed, however, this barrier to her healing. How could 
she go out to Jesus without bringing attention to herself and her uncleanness? For 12 years she 
had made a point not to be seen touching others.  

This is where her faith takes on its unique texture in this woman’s life and situation. Her faith is 
called to devise a way. Her faith requires ingenuity. Her faith tells her just how much contact is 
needed: “for she said to herself, ‘If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.’” Just touching 
the fringe of Jesus’ garment will do. What a testimony of faith! She does not have to bring 
attention to herself. She does not even need Jesus’ attention. Her faith tells her that a making a 
verbal request to Jesus is not needed because that too would bring unwanted attention. Moving 
through a crowd of people would work in her favor. She could come up behind Jesus and touch 
the fringe of Jesus’ cloak with Jesus’ back turned to her. Jesus can heal her, and no one need ever 
know.  

It worked, and it did not work. She did not escape Jesus’ notice. “Jesus turned, and seeing her 
he said, ‘Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.’ And instantly the woman 
was made well.” According to Mark’s gospel, Jesus felt the power of healing go out from him. 
That’s how he knew someone had touched him in the way the woman touched him. Lots of 
people were touching him because of the pressing crowd, but the woman touched him, believing 
in a healing, and it felt different to Jesus. Jesus turned on the spot, looked into her face, told her 
to take heart, acknowledged her as a daughter in the human family, and acknowledged the 
presence of her faith and its role in her healing. Can’t you imagine all of her apprehension 
melting away? She was healed from a 12-year malady and brought back into normal relations 
with her community. 

Immediately, the story turns back to event number one. “When Jesus came to the leader’s 
house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, he said, ‘Go away; for 
the girl is not dead but sleeping.’ And they laughed at him. But when the crowd had been 
put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. And the report of this 
spread throughout that district.”  

The flute players had already begun the funeral dirge, but Jesus treated the situation as if the girl 
had simply been asleep. All he needed to do was take her by the hand, and she got up. This same 



sort of interchangeable use of the word “sleep” and “death” occurred just before Jesus raised 
Lazarus (John 11:11-14).  

This use of the word “sleep” for those who die in the Lord also found its way into the letters of 
the New Testament. More than one church crib nursery has been adorned with a plaque with the 
words from 1 Corinthians 15:51, “We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.” In the 
context of a church nursery, there is the obvious pun involved, where “sleep” means nap, and “be 
changed” refers to a diaper change. All kidding aside, the verse in 1 Corinthians means that not 
all shall sleep before the Lord returns. In other words, some will have died before the Lord 
returns, but some will still be alive. Some will have fallen asleep and some will not yet have 
fallen asleep, but all shall be transformed at the Lord’s return. “Sleep” is the temporary condition 
of those who die in the Lord here on earth and then are awakened on the other side. This is a 
reminder to me that the healing that occurs through death and resurrection is the ultimate healing 
for believers. 

Notice in these two stories of healing how the unique characters, the unique circumstances, and 
Jesus’ action shape what happens. They uniquely shape a faith response of the person who 
desperately needs and desires healing. Think of the circumstances and the faith response of the 
person who is requesting healing as the raw materials God uses in the healing story. God, who is 
sovereign, is absolutely free to work with these raw materials in any way God chooses. God, 
however, does work through our circumstances, our faith, our prayers, our family and friends, 
and our faith community. God will use the situation, not only to bring our healing in some 
special way, but also to grow our faith, grow our testimony, grow our witness, and grow our 
relationship with God. We learn so much about the providence of God and how God answers 
prayer. 

A healing testimony 

My wife, Kay, and I were invited to a black-tie event at Phoebe Putney Hospital in Albany, 
Georgia. Albany is our hometown, but we had not lived there for 24 years. Although Kay was a 
registered nurse, it still felt strange to be invited to this event where so many prominent figures in 
the medical community would be gathered. It was the naming ceremony of the new Phillip 
Roberts Cancer Pavilion. Various members of the medical community made speeches telling the 
story of how Dr. Roberts left a prestigious research fellowship at Harvard in 1980 to come to 
Albany to practice in a large underserved area in the treatment of cancer. When he came, there 
were no practicing medical oncologists serving in southwest Georgia south of Macon. The 
surgeons were the only ones practicing oncology before he came. He knew of Albany because he 
had spent summers as a boy visiting his grandparents in southwest Georgia. After the 
introductory speeches, the rather soft-spoken Dr. Roberts started his speech. He said, “My story 
begins with an 18-year-old girl who was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma.” That girl was 
Kay. I was her boyfriend then and still in high school. He talked about his tiny office then with 
his wife serving as the nurse and receptionist, and described the treatment of Kay’s stage-four 



cancer. He had moved to Albany only one month before Kay went to have the tumor checked 
that she felt growing between her neck and shoulder.  

That is how her healing story began. When Kay was diagnosed, she had her church and my 
church, as well as many friends and family members praying for her. When the prayers started, 
that was when our MYF counselors, Bob and Becky Lee, told Kay that Bob had just been treated 
less than a year before for the same disease in Atlanta. He was able to walk with her through her 
experience, helping her understand what would be coming. As Kay went through two surgeries, 
chemotherapy and radiation, we were told how important it is to have confidence and a hopeful 
attitude. One’s mental and emotional strength contribute immeasurably to the body’s strength 
through the treatment. The fact that the right people were in place when Kay’s journey began 
was a sign that God was guiding her journey and guiding her treatment. We will always have a 
bond with people, like Rob and Gayle Grotheer, Danny Key, and Cindy Autry who were there 
and represented the faith community supporting Kay. Kay had started dental hygiene school 
before she had to drop out to start her treatment. When she was able to go back to school, she 
made the decision to pursue nursing because of the ways God had used the medical team in her 
healing. Our faith, both Kay’s and mine, grew so much during this time. We grew to understand 
why God allows suffering, and how our faith is tested and character developed through patient 
endurance. We learned the variety of ways God answers our prayers. God can weave his purpose 
through our experience of healing.  

The two stories in our scripture lesson tell two different stories of healing and faith. Just as each 
medical condition is unique, so are the faith responses of believers. When God’s people pray, we 
begin to witness the many ways God becomes involved in our journey toward healing. God uses 
the ministry of the Body of Christ. An important thing we note about faith is how we use faith to 
interpret what is happening, to help us see the evidence of God’s presence in the journey, to 
guide us in our experience, and ultimately to lead us to hope and God’s healing. Without faith, I 
don’t know how people go through the pain and uncertainty of sickness and disease. And at the 
end of life, we trust God to lead us through death and resurrection to our ultimate healing and our 
transportation to that place where God wipes away every tear, death is no more, and mourning 
and crying and pain are no more. 

Prayer 

God, our Maker, the healing ministry of Jesus opens our eyes and our hearts to your healing in 
our lives. Bring us, with your family, to our knees in prayer, and enable us to see with the eyes of 
faith what happens in us and around us as we reach out to grasp you, that we may see that we are 
far from being alone and far from being without hope, through Jesus Christ, the Great Physician, 
Amen. 

Dr. Jay Harris serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Ministerial Services for the South 
Georgia Conference. Email him at jharris@sgaumc.com.  



 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – June 2021 
 
6/02 – Jan Durham: 103 Willeford Dr.; Savannah, GA 31411 
6/03 – Cindy Garrard: PO Box 39; Midland, GA 31820 
6/03 – Joyce Payne: 423 Nandina Ct.; Warner Robins, GA 31088 
6/04 – Frank Parr: 24 Wylly Ave.; Savannah, GA 31406 
6/05 – Pam France: 41 Holsteiner Lane; Dallas, GA 30132 
6/06 – W. Raymond Wilder, Jr.: 2001 South Lee St.; Americus, GA 31709 
6/06 – Sandra Wilson: 4657 Twin Oak Dr.; Macon, GA 31210 
6/07 – Bob Williams: PO Box 665; Dublin, GA 31040 
6/08 – Marcia Cochran: 344 Stone Mill Dr.; Brunswick, GA 31520  
6/09 – John Clements: 468 Edwards Creek Rd.; Alamo, GA 30411 
6/09 – Whit Kirkland: 551 Kirkland Dr.; Byron, GA 31008 
6/09 – Sylvia Ross: 2000 Cambridge Ave. #331; Wyomissing, PA 19610 
6/09 – Matt Woodbery: Box 4028; APO AE 09096 
6/10 – Bill Huddle: 5310 Winding Lakes Dr.; Cumming, GA 30028 
6/10 – Charles Smith, Jr.: 4102 Serendipity Ct.; Martinez, GA 30907 
6/14 – Eul Kim: 4320 Jackson St.; Riverside, CA 92503 
6/15 – Mira Barrett: 433 Paul St.; Portal, GA 30450 
6/15 – Stephen Webb: 260 Riverchase Dr.; Bainbridge, GA 39819 
6/17 – Charles Cravey: 6500 Clito Rd.; Statesboro, GA 30461 
6/17 – William Harris: 111 Ingham St.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 
6/17 – Heyward Hiers: PO Box 187; Berlin, GA 31722 
6/18 – Leland Collins: 130 Surrey Place; Perry, GA 31069 
6/19 – R. Randall Ray: 139 Cedar Ridge Rd.; Americus, GA 31709 
6/20 – Glen Hancock: 3098 Rufus Thompson Rd.; Donalsonville, GA 39845 
6/20 – Saunders Pinckard: PO Box 6555; Americus, GA 31709 
6/20 – Jim Rush: 160 University Park Dr.; Homewood, AL 35209 
6/21 – Nancylee Cater: PO Box 8547; Warner Robins, GA 31095 
6/21 – Lonzie Wester: 2616 Winchester Rd.; Waycross, GA 31501 
6/23 – Sue Diebolt: 2006 Waverly Ct.; Lancaster, SC 29720 
6/23 – Don King: 140 Long Pines Circle; East Dublin, GA 31027 
6/24 – Doug Harvey: 5109 River Rd.; Jakin, GA 39861 
6/24 – Jack Knight: 255 Cross Country Chase; Stokesdale, NC 27357 
6/24 – Benjy Varnell: 100 Militia Hill Way; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 
6/25 – Gary Brady: PO Box 382; Ochlocknee, GA 31773 
6/25 – Russ Elkins: 104 Oak Dr.; Adel, GA 31620  
6/25 – Jim Emery: 3855 Dennis Creek Rd.; Talbotton, GA 31827 
6/25 – Grable Page, Jr.: 2823 W. Royal Oaks Dr.; Beaufort, SC 29902 
6/26 – C. Graton Helms: PO Box 4476; Eastman, GA 31023 
6/26 – Tom Johnson: PO Box 1202; Pine Mountain, GA 31822 
6/27 – Bill Strickland: PO Box 355; Portal, GA 30450 
6/28 – Ethan Strom: 384 Midnight Cypress Dr.; Winter Haven, FL 33881 
6/29 – Nancy Scarbrough: 1345 Hardeman Ave. #239; Macon, GA 31201 



6/30 – Roy Dial, III: 3015 Chadbourne Trail; Alpharetta, GA 30004 
6/30 – Sally Flowers: 507 Sunnymeade Dr.; Valdosta, GA 31605 
 

Scripture Readings  

June 13 
Third Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 
Psalm 20 or Psalm 72 (UMH 795) 
2 Corinthians 5:6-10 (11-13) 
Mark 4:26-34 

June 20 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-49 
Psalm 9:9-20 (UMH 744) 
2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
Mark 4:35-41 

June 27 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 1:1,17-27 
Psalm 130 (UMH 848) 
2 Corinthians 8:7-15 
Mark 5:21-43 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – Annual Conference edition  

Camp Connect: High School Camp – June 14-18 
High School Camp is sold out. Students entering grades 9-12 are eligible for High School Camp. 
Tailored toward the unique time in a high school student's life, this week of camp is filled with 
fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 
fellowship. Campers will enjoy the beach, bonfires, art, hilarious morning shows, and evenings 
of camp-wide games and worship. Contact the Office of Camp Ministries Office at (912) 638-
8626 ext.107 with any questions. 

Basic ERT Training, Darien – June 19 
Early Response Team (ERT) Trainings equip individuals and teams to respond in the immediate 
aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the training, 
participants will receive an ERT Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive 
an UMCOR ID Badge and a conference ERT T-shirt, and lunch is included. You must be 18 
years or older to get the UMCOR badge. An UMCOR background check is required before 



receiving badges—participants must register online (at no cost to participants). Contact your 
Lead Instructor if you need the Verified Volunteer Good Deed Code. This ERT training will be 
held June 19 at Darien UMC. ERT Training begins at 9 a.m. and will conclude by 3 p.m. 
Register here. For questions, please contact Kelly Crane, Coastal District Disaster Response 
Coordinator, at kelcrane@gmail.com.  

Wesley Glen Day – June 20 
Fathers’ Day is Wesley Glen Day across the South Georgia Conference. Show your support for 
adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities by making a gift to Wesley Glen 
Ministries on June 20 in honor of a strong male role model in your life. Celebrate by wearing 
your favorite Wesley Glen T-shirt from past years. Post your pictures on social media with the 
tags: #WesleyGlenMinistries #growingtogether www.wesleyglenministries.com  

 


