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Americus quilters make quilts for veterans, others 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

A group of women in Americus are stitched together by their shared faith, a love of quilting, and 
the desire to serve their community. 

The Grateful Threads Quilting Guild has gathered weekly for the past several years to sew, 
stitch, and create as many quilts as possible to give away to others. 

The group, which meets in Lee Street United Methodist Church’s parsonage, started with a 
weekend quilting class taught by Valerie Duff, a member of Americus First United Methodist 
Church. Deciding they wanted to meet more often, they formed Grateful Threads. 

“We love what we do and we put a lot of love into the work we do,” Duff said. 

Each year, the ecumenical group – many members are United Methodist, but several are Baptist, 
Episcopalian, and Presbyterian – chooses a cause to support. In past years they’ve made quilts 
for cancer patients and for local foster children. They also made nearly 5,000 masks for health 
care workers and people in long-term care facilities. This year they’re making quilts for veterans. 

On Monday, June 28, 33 quilts were consecrated and dedicated and then given to Sumter County 
veterans. The handmade quilts – most with a patriotic, red, white, and blue theme – took between 
five and six months to complete. The group will make and distribute more quilts to veterans on 
Veteran’s Day; those interested in receiving one need only apply or indicate their interest. 

Grateful Threads members love to sew, quilt, and serve others, Duff said.  

“We all have a heart for service,” she said. “We’re all Christians and we all feel the need to serve 
others, and this is a way to do it. Our mission is to share warmth through our quilts with our 
community.” 

While the group doesn’t have a formal devotion or Bible study when they gather, the women 
share concerns, discuss prayer needs, and often chat about the previous Sunday’s sermons. 

“We are a praying group,” Duff said. “We lift each other’s concerns, pray for one another, and 
we often will share something we’ve read that’s meaningful to us. We are tied together by our 
faith.”  

The friendships Cheryl Fletcher has formed through Grateful Threads are especially meaningful. 

A member of Lee Street UMC, Fletcher grew up with a grandmother who quilted and has 
dabbled in sewing for years. She took one of Duff’s quilting classes and loved the fellowship and 
creativity she felt and appreciates that the group works together towards a common goal. 

“These people give of themselves. Everybody has different talents, and our group has a talent: 
we can take fabric and shape it into a quilt that can keep veterans or foster children or cancer 



patients warm,” Fletcher said. “We come from different denominations, but you feel the love 
from these ladies.” 

Both Fletcher and Duff are grateful to Lee Street UMC for allowing the group to use the 
parsonage. Before, they met in one room at a local charter school. Now they are able to spread 
their 15 sewing machines out in a three-bedroom house and use another room for fabric. The 
parsonage has been a blessing, they said. 

“You can feel the presence of the Lord when you’re there,” Fletcher said. “You’re sitting with 
other Christians and you know what you’re doing is for others. It’s a special feeling. It’s very 
rewarding. It’s not about us. It’s about what we can give back to the community to spread the 
warmth to others.” 

 

Nashville UMC’s men’s group cooks up conversation, connection 

By Kara Witherow, Editor  

For five weeks in June, a group of men gathered in Nashville United Methodist Church’s 
kitchen. They huddled around the stove, chopping, dicing, sautéing, and stirring.   

They were farmers, lawyers, and businessmen, and all were hungry. They were hungry for good 
food, of course, but they were also hungry for connection – with God and each other.  

The men’s small group was cooked up by self-described foodie and cooking enthusiast Rev. 
Mark Addington, who serves as Nashville UMC’s senior pastor.  

Rev. Addington and his wife, Rhonda, are avid fans of The Food Network and enjoy watching 
reality cooking competitions like Chopped. Knowing there were others in the church and 
community who also enjoy cooking, Rev. Addington started the group.  

“I love to cook fine dining and knew there were others who enjoyed the same types of foods,” he 
said. “I felt a need to get guys together for a small group. Anytime you toss food into a small 
group folks will show up! The food is just the gimmick to get men together to talk about their 
relationship with God.” 

The group, which met every Wednesday evening in June, went beyond basic burgers and 
barbecuing. The men cooked filets, salmon, shrimp and grits, and a stuffed chicken roulade with 
goat cheese. During their final meeting they made frittatas because, “every guy needs to know 
how to cook breakfast, but more than slices of bacon and scrambled eggs.” 

More than a cooking class, the group of nine men met to grow deeper in their faith and 
friendships. After cooking the meal, the group sat down together to eat, talk, and pray. Using 
John Wesley’s Band Meeting questions, they discussed their faith, the states of their souls, their 
struggles and successes, and where the Holy Spirit and scriptures were speaking in their lives. 



“The cooking is fun and it’s definitely good, but the biggest point is to get men together and start 
building relationships,” Rev. Addington said. “My hope is that once they’ve experienced this 
model they’ll maybe start some other groups and do the same thing.” 

Iran Mathis likes cooking, eating, and being in a group of like-minded men. 

He enjoyed the fun but deep small-group experience and even cooked the crispy-skin salmon 
filet with lemon butter sauce and capers for his family. 

“Being a part of this group and with these guys reassures me that I’m on the right path,” said 
Mathis, a farmer and member of Nashville UMC. “Getting real is important.” 

Being part of a small group is important for discipleship and growth, Rev. Addington said, and 
they help encourage and inspire believers.  

“I really think people are hungry. They want to know God better and they want to follow him 
closely but often just don’t know how to do it,” he said. “Small groups help us walk through faith 
and through all of the stuff that life gives us. Walking through it with other people helps us 
accomplish what we need to do and stay faithful.” 

 

S3 applications due Friday, July 9 

S3 is a program for sustaining excellence in ministry sponsored by the South Georgia Order of 
Elders and the Board of Ordained Ministry. S3 is a collaborative, small group, action learning 
experience that will help sustain and promote excellence in ordained ministry.  

“S3 has fostered many deep and authentic friendships over the years,” said Rev. Dr. Jimmy 
Asbell, Jr., Director of S3 and senior pastor of Vineville United Methodist Church. “It provides 
companionship, support, and strength for the journey of ministry.” 

Interested in forming your own S3 group? Applications are due July 9. For more information, 
contact Dr. Asbell at jasbell@vinevillemethodist.org or 478-745-3331.  

Watch a video explaining clergy S3 (Sabbath, Service, Study) groups 

More information 

Application (due Friday July 9) 

 

UMW to host virtual Mission u July 10 and 17; virtual Pastors’ School set for July 
15 

Georgia United Methodist Pastors' School is scheduled for Thursday, July 15, from 10 a.m. until 
3 p.m. This year’s program will be virtual and held via Zoom. 



The one-day event will provide inspiration and education under the theme “Pastoring for the 
Long Haul: What It Looks Like for a Lifetime of Ministry.” Teaching will focus on practical 
ways to restart after the pandemic. 

“The Georgia Pastors’ School board was very worried that skipping a second year would make it 
almost impossible to ever restart,” said Rev. Rodney Porter, pastor of Striplin Terrace United 
Methodist Church in Columbus and Georgia Pastors’ School dean of publicity. “So we are very 
excited to be able to reach out with this virtual experience. At $30, it’s a great way to cultivate 
ideas for restarting and also get CEUs.” 

This year’s faculty includes Steve Carter, Tyler Reagin, Jenni Catron, and Wayne Francis. 
Georgia Pastors’ School offers continuing education credit in addition to scholarships for those 
attending for the first time. 

Visit www.georgiapastorsschool.com for more information and to register. 

Another opportunity for learning comes when South Georgia’s United Methodist Women gather 
virtually for their 2021 Mission u. 

The first study will meet Saturday, July 10 and Saturday, July 17 from 9:30 a.m. until noon and 
will explore the book, “Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom” by Darryl W. Stephens. The second 
study will meet Saturday, Aug. 14 and Saturday, Aug. 21 from 9:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. and will 
review the book, “PUSHOUT: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools” by Monique W. 
Morris. 

And don’t miss the final two Just Energy: Caring for God’s Creation workshops. Session two, 
“Stories of Just and Unjust Energy in Georgia,” will be held July 24. Session three, “Changing 
the Future: Just Energy for All,” will be held Aug. 7. More information 

All events will be held online via Zoom. 

Visit www.sgaumc.org/umw for more information and to register. 

 

Focus on children 

FROM THE BISHOP 
R. LAWSON BRYAN 

Recently, on our early morning walks, Sherrill and I have witnessed a beautiful sight: long lines 
of cars at local churches. That’s when we realized that in-person Vacation Bible School is 
happening all over South Georgia. We thank God as we watch adult and youth VBS workers 
arrive at the church an hour or two before the children get there. Having taught VBS for decades 
Sherrill and I know firsthand the educational benefit for children who have Bible stories taught 



over a five-day period. The singing, play time, and crafts all serve to reinforce the Biblical 
teaching. VBS may be a child’s first experience of what it means to be Alive Together in Christ,” 
and it’s a good and joyful thing.  

Our 4-year-old grandson, John Philip, just attended his first Vacation Bible School. The memory 
verse for the week was from Isaiah 60:1 in the Living Bible translation: Arise, my people! Let 
your light shine for all the nations to see! For the glory of the Lord is streaming from you.” To 
get a head start on learning the verse we decided to act it out. Even 2-year-old Cece joined in. 
First, we were seated and then jumped to our feet as we said, Arise, my people! 

Immediately, Sherrill turned on a battery-powered candle and we said, Let your light shine for all 
to see! We rehearsed it several times and they really got into the jumping up part. When Philip 
and Brittany came to pick John Philip and Cece up, we performed Isaiah 60:1 with great energy! 

I thank God for the privilege of teaching the Bible to children in a way that they can experience 
something of the power of Holy Scripture. It reminds me that local churches play a crucial role in 
the spiritual formation of children in our communities. I hope that the interruption caused by the 
global pandemic has made us freshly aware of the importance of our local churches. As we 
introduce children to Jesus Christ and to the Christian faith we are preparing the way for a better 
future for families, for communities, and for the world. May this summer’s VBS be the start of a 
renewed commitment to all the children in our communities. I especially encourage parents to 
follow up on VBS by having their children in church every week.  

Want to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world? Focus on children. 
Immediately. 

Alive Together at the Table,   

R. Lawson Bryan  

 

Power of the Gospel 

Summer Quarter: Confident Hope 
Unit 2: Faith and Salvation 

Sunday school lesson for the week of July 11, 2021  
By Dr. Jay Harris 

Lesson Scripture: Romans 1:8-17 

Introduction to Unit Two 



The second unit this quarter focuses on the Apostle Paul’s epistle, or letter, to the church in 
Rome. We will feel the switch from the gospels in the first unit to an epistle written by Paul. 
Gospels and epistles present two distinct literary forms. Christian tradition calls Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John, the four “evangelists.” In the epistles, we also see the Apostle Paul as the 
quintessential evangelist and missionary. Being evangelists is what the writers have in common. 
Although they present the message in different ways, they are all presenting the same message of 
salvation. Unit Two is entitled “Faith and Salvation.” So, in Unit Two, pay special attention to 
the evangelistic heart of Paul and the way he puts the message of salvation in Jesus Christ front 
and center. Note his passion, his thinking, his outlook, and his tools of persuasion. 

As the writer for the lessons in this unit, I have had to resist saying more in each lesson for fear 
of getting into the subject matter of the next lesson and the next, and so on. All four lessons in 
this unit build on each other, which is actually very exciting. Hopefully, you will come out at the 
end with a fuller understanding of faith and salvation through the mind of Paul as he reveals his 
vast knowledge through his letter to the Christians in Rome. 

Paul, the Evangelist and Missionary  

“First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed 
throughout the world. For God, whom I serve with my spirit by announcing the gospel of his 
Son, is my witness that without ceasing I remember you always in my prayers, asking that by 
God’s will I may somehow at last succeed in coming to you.”  

Paul was grateful to God because of the way that the gospel, the good news, had taken root in 
Rome. Paul was not only grateful for every convert, he could also appreciate the strategic 
importance of having a Christian community planted in the political center of the empire. Rome 
was a notoriously pagan city, so to have a Christian community planted in Rome, of all places, 
was big news. Just as all roads lead to Rome, they led out from Rome as well. News traveled and 
the faith of the church in Rome would have been proclaimed throughout the known world.  

It is true that Paul served God with his whole spirit to announce the gospel of his Son. When 
Paul says he prayed for the church in Rome without ceasing, we can believe it. Paul’s great 
desire was to travel at last to Rome and connect with what God had been doing. 

As a missionary, Paul was ordinarily on the leading edge of the spread of the gospel. It was his 
stated desire to preach the gospel where it had not been heard before so that more and more 
people would have the opportunity to hear about Jesus and the salvation he offers. It’s hard to 
believe that Paul once persecuted the church, but Paul’s conversion changed all that and fueled 
his passion as a missionary. Whereas Jesus’ travels were limited to the villages of the relatively 
small area of Galilee and Judea, Paul’s missionary travels took him across a much larger territory 
to the urban centers around the northeastern Mediterranean. Paul took advantage of the 
improvements in transportation that allowed him to travel throughout the Roman empire. Paul 
also knew the Greco-Roman culture, which also helped him to move with ease among the people 



from region to region. Serving on the frontier of the Christian movement like he did meant that 
Paul and his companions were often instrumental in planting new Christian communities where 
they had not existed before.  

So, it is noteworthy that Paul had not yet made it to Rome. The gospel arrived in Rome before 
Paul could get there. The church in Rome was already established through the efforts of others 
and through the work of the Holy Spirit. We get glimpses of ways the gospel could have spread 
to Rome from the Book of Acts. One force contributing to the spread of the gospel was 
persecution. We’re told that when Stephen was stoned to death for his faith, a general 
persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and the Christians began scattering 
throughout the countryside: “those who were scattered went from place to place, proclaiming the 
word.” (Acts 8:4) Imagine this scattering of Christian witnesses spreading wider and wider. In 
the second century, the Christian apologist, Tertullian, would describe this phenomenon: “The 
more often we are mown down by you, the more in number we grow; the blood of Christians is 
seed.” Imagine this scattering coupled with the intentional missionary efforts of the apostles. 
Imagine more and more pastors being called by God and more and more new converts eager to 
witness to their newfound faith.  

Paul may have not planted the church in Rome, but he prayed earnestly that he might finally 
make it to Rome to help build up the church there. What was Paul’s mission to be in Rome? 

The Harvest Field  

“For I am longing to see you so that I may share with you some spiritual gift to strengthen 
you – or rather so that we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and 
mine. I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that I have often intended to come to you (but 
thus far have been prevented), in order that I may reap some harvest among you as I have 
among the rest of the Gentiles.”  

Paul believed he had some spiritual gift to share with the church in Rome to strengthen them. 
Paul was a great teacher who was capable of instructing them and leading them deeper in their 
faith. He also believed that they could be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith. In other 
words, Paul knew he also had much to receive from them. Perhaps Paul greatest desire was to 
reap a harvest among the Romans as he reaped a harvest among the rest of the Gentiles. Paul 
certainly had great success in preaching the good news of Jesus Christ to Gentiles. Typically, 
when Paul went to a new area, he started in the local synagogue, and some Jews would believe 
and become converts to the Christian faith. Then, however, Paul would move out into non-
Jewish circles. He would go into the dominant pagan culture of the land where he found a hunger 
for change in people’s spiritual lives.  

The advantage for Jewish converts was that they were already acquainted with the God of 
Abraham, Moses, David, and the prophets. Jews believed in one God, creator of the universe, 
whereas the Gentiles started from polytheism. Jews believed in a holy God who called them to a 



moral life. The false gods of the Gentiles were not particularly noted for their moral lives. Paul’s 
approach with Jews was to remind them of the covenant God had made with them and show how 
Jesus was the fulfillment of that covenant.  

Despite the fact that the Gentiles lacked the advantages that Jews had, there was a great 
emptiness many Gentiles felt. Paul’s approach was to help them see that the only thing that could 
address their emptiness was the salvation Jesus offered. Our scripture shows that Gentiles fell 
roughly into two groups. 

“I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish – 
hence my eagerness to proclaim the gospel to you also who are in Rome.” 

When Alexander the Great began conquering the regions around the Mediterranean Sea in the 4th 
century B.C., he had a desire to spread Greek culture. When the Romans came later, they spread 
their own adaptation of Greek culture, often referred to as Greco-Roman culture. They believed 
that Greco-Roman culture had the power to unite the masses of people scattered throughout the 
conquered territories. Because it was the culture owned by the rich and powerful, it was not 
difficult to see how many might aspire to this culture. It was the Greeks who coined the term 
“barbarian” as a way of referring to foreigners. To Greeks, the language of foreigners sounded 
like “bar-bar-bar.” When Paul said he was a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the 
wise and the foolish, he was saying he was obligated to share the gospel with both the affluent 
and cultured and to the outliers and underdogs, for they were the same in his eyes – a bunch of 
people to whom he was eager to proclaim the gospel. 

What we see is Paul describing the harvest field before him. As the quintessential evangelist, he 
is aware of people’s various hungers and their various starting points, if he is to make a 
connection. Yet, as much as he tailored the message for his audience at any given time, the basic 
message is the gospel of Jesus Christ. No matter how the various questions might be framed, the 
ultimate answer is salvation in Jesus Christ.  

The Power of the Gospel  

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel; it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who has 
faith, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed 
through faith for faith; as it is written, ‘The one who is righteous will live by faith.’”  

When Paul is saying that he is not shamed of the gospel, he doesn’t mean he’s not ashamed of 
believing in God. Some people might ridicule people of faith for believing in God. They might 
accuse us of being unenlightened. This however is not what Paul is getting at. 

Paul is saying that he is not ashamed of the gospel, even given the fact that the gospel involves a 
crucified Savior. Paul is addressing the potential sticking point head on. The gospel is built on a 



crucified Savior and the belief that he rose again and lives today. Paul is not ashamed of the 
gospel and has no intention of watering it down to make it more palatable. 

Paul feels no need to dress up the gospel to mimic an intellectual, philosophical, or mystical fad 
of the day. Jesus himself never traveled to Athens or Rome. He was a Jewish carpenter who for 
three years lived as an itinerant preacher and teacher. His disciples came from common Jewish 
stock, not from priestly families. By normal standards his work appears to have resulted in 
failure because he was publicly executed. Of course, we do not believe Jesus was a failure. We 
believe Jesus was an obedient servant of God. We believe that, contrary to appearances, Jesus 
was and is the Son of God who came to offer his life as an atoning sacrifice for the sins of the 
world. He succeeded in his mission. 

In other writings of Paul, he admits how scandalous it all seems. To Jews, Jesus dying so 
publicly and exposed on the cross and in such a humiliating way would ordinarily make Jesus the 
object of shame. For non-believing Gentiles, both Greeks and non-Greeks, the thought that we 
would build our lives on this story sounds incredibly foolish. Nevertheless, those who have 
accepted Christ’s invitation do not shy away from this story – they lean into it. This story is in no 
way an embarrassment. Don’t think you can improve upon the gospel. If the gospel had never 
happened, we couldn’t have invented it. As Paul said, the gospel is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who has faith. 

We begin with the idea that everyone needs saving. Everyone sins, and sin is death-dealing. Sin 
is not some made-up attempt to repress individuals. The acknowledgement of sin is itself a 
starting point because it explains so much. Sin accounts for our reality, but sin does not have to 
have the last word. Everyone needs saving, and Jesus provides the means for our salvation. 
Because of Jesus’ atoning sacrifice, the righteousness of God can cover our sins.  

All this is revealed “through faith for faith.” Some knowledge can be discovered, but some 
knowledge has to be revealed before it can then be discovered. By exercising his gracious 
prerogative, God reveals the truth of the gospel, and our faith receives it, and it becomes our 
faith. Faith is both a gift and our response to God’s gift. As Paul quoted from Habakkuk 2:4, 
“The righteous live by their faith.” 

All this is real, and we know it to be real, because when we receive the gospel by faith, we are 
changed. A difference is made in our lives. It is foundational to us and how we live our lives. As 
I write this, it is the anniversary week of when I gave my life to Christ one summer day near the 
end of June in 1978, a couple of weeks before I turned 14. I immediately felt a change in my life 
and the confirmation of that experience grew. 

A Word of Caution and the Awesome Opportunity 

When I hear Paul say, “I am not ashamed of the gospel,” I think of some well-meaning 
evangelists who think only of their obligation to share the gospel, but do not give much care to 



their presentation and how others might respond or receive their presentation. Some who share 
the gospel feel they must become argumentative, aggressive, or abrasive in order to rush their 
listener into making a decision for Christ on the spot. When the one sharing the gospel is 
rejected, they may refuse to change their approach with the next person, because to do so might 
seem like an admission that they are somehow ashamed of the gospel.  

We share some responsibility for the manner in which we proclaim the gospel to others. We 
want to be careful not to burn any bridges with people with whom we share the gospel. Even if 
someone rejects our attempt to share the gospel with them, we would hate for the manner of our 
presentation to keep that person from ever listening to someone else share the gospel with them 
at a later time. Often, people go through different stages of receptivity in their lives until the time 
is right, and the Holy Spirit opens the door. When we share the gospel, we want to do so in a way 
that keeps the door open. We never know when our sharing of the gospel results in the planting 
of the seed, the watering of the plant, or the awesome harvest moment when a person accepts the 
gospel of salvation. 

Demonstrating this kind of sensitivity to our listener does not mean that we are somehow 
ashamed of the gospel. It means that we are being faithful and trusting God for the results. 

We will continue to ponder faith and salvation throughout this unit. This week it is enough to 
think about a Christian community being formed in Rome of all places – not because the 
converts were convinced by intellectual arguments, but because the converts heard the gospel of 
a crucified and risen Savior who offered the salvation they needed. And their faith was 
proclaimed throughout the world. Paul had witnessed this kind of thing happen time and time 
again. His heart’s passion was to see more people be saved. What has the power to save people is 
the gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

Prayer 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, you sent your Son to give his life as a ransom for all 
and provides the means for our salvation. Grow in us an appreciation for the uniqueness of the 
good message of Christ and its power to save, that our passion to share it with others might grow 
and that our witnessing will bear fruit in the lives of others. Through Christ our Lord, who reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, One God, now forever, Amen.  

Dr. Jay Harris serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Ministerial Services for the South 
Georgia Conference. Email him at jharris@sgaumc.com.  

 

Faith of Abraham 



Summer Quarter: Confident Hope 
Unit 2: Faith and Salvation 

Sunday school lesson for the week of July 18, 2021  
By Dr. Jay Harris 

Lesson Scripture: Romans 4:1-12 

Father Abraham 

When I was a kid at Vacation Bible School, we didn’t have the awesome “praise and worship” 
songs of today that kids now begin singing at an early age. We had songs like “Father Abraham.” 
It went like this: “Father Abraham had many sons, many sons had Father Abraham, I am one of 
them and so are you, so let’s just praise the Lord – Right Arm!” Then for some unknown reason 
we started swinging our right arm and sang the same chorus again. The next time we sang the 
chorus, we added the left arm. Eventually, we were swinging both arms, stomping both feet, 
bobbing our head up and down, and turning around. After the seventh chorus of “Father 
Abraham,” we would shout “right arm, left arm, right foot, left foot, up-down, turn around, sit-
down,” and sit exhausted. It wasn’t until much later that I really began to grasp why the concept 
of Abraham being a spiritual father to us is such a big deal. Our scripture from Romans 4 
explains why. 

“What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? For 
if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.” 

The fact that Abraham is introduced in scripture as early as the 12th chapter of Genesis should 
tell us something of his importance not only to Jews, but also to Christians as well. The covenant 
that God made with Abraham is foundational to all that follows in the Bible – both the Old and 
New Testaments. To Jews, he is their “ancestor according to the flesh.” In today’s study, we are 
doing a deep dive into why God’s relationship with Abraham is important to Christians as well. 

Paul asks what could be gained by any relation to Abraham. If it was merely because of 
Abraham’s works it would not be much. What does Paul mean by works? Works are our efforts 
and religious strivings to please God. If Abraham’s works were placed on a scale, he might have 
something to boast about before people like us, but not before God. What does Paul mean when 
he says justified? To be justified means to be counted righteous in our status before God, or to be 
brought into a right relationship with God. It is impossible to be made right before God by our 
own efforts or works. There is nothing mere humans can do to measure up to God’s holy nature. 
We all have sinned and fall impossibly short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23) Paul is making 
the point that it was not Abraham’s works that pleased God and granted him God’s favor. So, if 
it wasn’t works, what was it? 

Abraham Believed God 



“For what does the scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.’” 

Abraham and Sarah believed God. They demonstrated faith first by being obedient when God 
told them to go where he would tell them to go. This was not a particularly religious request. It 
was an open-ended request that simply invited them into a relationship. (Genesis 12:1-3) The 
fact that God would reveal the specifics later invited Abraham and Sarah into this ongoing 
journey. God continued to call them deeper, still not being very specific: “God said, ‘Look 
toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.’ Then God said to him, ‘So 
shall your descendants be.’” (Genesis 15:5) I would say that God was still not being very 
specific. God was using evocative language – language intended to fire Abraham’s imagination. 
Despite the fact that Sarah had been barren for so long, Abraham believed. In the very next 
verse, Genesis 15:6, we read, “And he [Abraham] believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to 
him as righteousness.” Two millennia after the incident happened, Paul brought Abraham’s 
belief to our attention to explain what this means. It means Abraham’s belief, not his works, is 
what the Lord reckoned as righteousness. The phrase “reckoned as righteousness” means 
“counted” or “credited” in Abraham’s favor as righteousness.” It’s as if God had credited to 
Abraham’s account God’s own righteousness. Righteousness is not Abraham’s achievement, but 
God’s gift.  

“Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. But to one 
who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as 
righteousness. So, also David speaks of the blessedness of those to whom God reckons 
righteousness apart from works: 

‘Blessed are those whose iniquities are forgiven, 
    and whose sins are covered; 

blessed is the one against whom the Lord will not reckon sin.’” 

Notice how Paul is emphasizing the free nature of this gift. God placed God’s righteousness into 
Abraham’s account as a free gift, not something Abraham had earned, like one might earn one’s 
wages. Paul talked about the blessedness of those to whom God reckons righteousness apart 
from works. He refers to David’s psalm which talks about how blessed one is whose sins are 
forgiven and covered, in the same way a person’s debt might be forgiven and paid for by 
another. Forgiveness offers a new lease on life, especially given the fact that God’s forgiveness 
is offered as a free gift.  

The Important Sequence of Events from Genesis 15 to 17  

Next, Paul gets into the practice of ritual circumcision. Let’s remember the background. Jewish 
males were required by the law of Moses to undergo ritual circumcision at eight days old or at 
the time of being converted to Judaism. Jews who became followers of Jesus Christ had 



undergone circumcision, so some of these Jewish converts to Christ thought it was a good idea 
for Gentile converts to Christ to be circumcised as well. Some thought it should even be a 
requirement. Paul disagreed with this idea of Gentiles having to undergo circumcision as a 
prerequisite for becoming a Christ follower. Paul not only thought it was unnecessary, he also 
thought it created confusion about the nature of faith and salvation.  

“Is this blessedness, then, pronounced only on the circumcised, or also on the 
uncircumcised? We say, ‘Faith was reckoned to Abraham as righteousness.’ How then was 
it reckoned to him? Was it before or after he had been circumcised? It was not after, but 
before he was circumcised. He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the 
righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised.”  

To answer this big question of the day, Paul looked to Abraham. When Abraham’s faith was 
reckoned to him by God as righteousness, it was in was in Genesis 15 before he was circumcised 
in Genesis 17. God instituted that requirement later in Abraham’s life to be a sign and a seal of 
his righteousness. Circumcision followed after the free gift of righteousness had been given. 
Circumcision was therefore not a prerequisite for God’s righteousness to be granted. So, in what 
ways are Gentile Christians also related to Father Abraham? 

Why Christians Look to Father Abraham 

“The purpose was to make him the ancestor of all who believe without being circumcised and 
who thus have righteousness reckoned to them, and likewise the ancestor of the circumcised 
who are not only circumcised but who also follow the example of the faith that our ancestor 
Abraham had before he was circumcised.” 

Paul established the fact that it was not Abraham’s circumcision that made him righteous, but 
God’s free gift given before as the result of Abraham believing in the Lord. Paul sees a wider 
purpose in this divine order of events. The purpose was to make Abraham the ancestor of all 
Christians, whether they started out as Jews or Gentiles. Those who started out as Gentiles know 
that they believed without being circumcised and righteousness was reckoned to them just like 
Abraham. Those who started out as circumcised Jews and then became Christians should also 
know that Abraham is their ancestor not because they were circumcised but because they follow 
the example of Abraham’s belief and faith before Abraham was circumcised. 

This focus on Abraham was because Abraham’s belief in the Lord was seen by Paul to be a 
precursor to the belief a person declares in Jesus Christ. Abraham is not the one through whom 
we receive God’s righteousness as a gift. Abraham is presented by Paul as an early example of 
faith and belief. Jesus Christ is the one through whom we obtain the forgiveness of sins and the 
salvation God offers. 

When we put our whole trust in Jesus to be our Lord and Savior, the righteousness of Jesus 
Christ demonstrated on the cross is credited to us resulting in the forgiveness of our sins. God 



sees us through the atoning sacrifice of his Son. That forgiveness is not earned or deserved. It is 
not the result of our own works, but the result of our faith in God’s work, God’s action through 
the gift of his Son. God’s righteousness is received by us purely as a gift of grace. Salvation must 
be received as a gift of grace or it is no grace at all and no salvation at all. Why this insistence? 
Only grace has the power to transform us. Once we lay down our pretentions – that we can 
somehow lift ourselves up by our own bootstraps – then we can let God’s grace and 
unconditional love transform us. More will be said about how God’s grace transforms us in the 
next week’s lesson. 

An Application 

The Jewish Christian vs. Gentile Christian and circumcision vs. uncircumcision struggle that was 
a live issue in Paul’s day does not exist in the same way today. I do believe that we can perhaps 
draw a similar parallel today in the Christian Church.  

Think about two kinds of people who become Christ-followers. Some were involved in their 
church from the cradle. They were baptized as infants and went to church and Sunday School 
religiously. They’ve been involved ever since they can remember. They have put in their time. 
Some may feel they have earned a little status as a result.  

Others come to Christ without having had much prior church experience. The newcomers 
haven’t put in the time that the long-timers have. They may have even sowed some wild oats 
before coming to Christ. Sometimes, long-timers may feel somewhat suspicious toward 
newcomers. The long-timers may feel somewhat resentful. If they are honest, they may admit 
feeling envious. Everything is fresh for these newcomers. Their hunger and their appreciation for 
what they have received in terms of God’s grace is very evident. They can’t stop talking about 
the newfound experience of their salvation.  

I remember when God’s timing was working in a special way in the church where I was pastor – 
Upatoi United Methodist Church. It was confirmation time for our young people – the sons and 
daughters of long-timers who raised their children in the church. These young people were 
making their public profession of faith in Jesus Christ – a very special time in the life of a 
church. A couple of these young people had not been baptized when they were infants, so they 
were also receiving baptism at the time of their public profession. At the same time, we had a 
family who had been attending church for some months. The wife was joining the church by 
renewal of her faith, and the husband and daughter were making their public profession of faith 
and receiving baptism. Another family had also been attending our church for some months and 
decided to make their profession of faith in Christ. The mother had been working in the office of 
a couple in our church – long-timers – who were insurance agents. This couple had invited their 
employee, and the church fell in love with her family, including her special-needs son who could 
light up a room with his infectious joy, and this mother, husband, and son made their profession 
of faith, and were baptized, and their infant child was baptized. The husband of this family also 



had three adult siblings, each with families. These adult siblings had grown up in an abusive 
home and had the emotional scars to prove it. They had not grown up in church. They each had 
experiences of lostness. The Lord did an amazing work among these siblings, each telling the 
other what was happening in their lives, and inviting their siblings to join in what God was 
doing, and there were more baptisms. It was turning out to be a big baptism day. Some were 
baptized by sprinkling, and others chose immersion, and we went to the Baptist Church just up 
the highway.  

It was such a glorious day. What I remember most is the collective joy of the whole church – 
long-timers and newcomers alike. We all fed off the newfound experiences of God’s saving 
work. We knew God was alive in the church. By then I was a long-timer as a believer, and I 
realized how much my soul needs kindling from the fire of new converts. It reminded me that, at 
the end of the day, it is the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ that saves me – not how much time I 
have put in the church. Salvation is received by faith as a gift of grace – not something we earn 
or deserve – or it is not salvation at all. 

Prayer 

Gracious God, your servant Paul reminded us of the role of faith, not works, in obtaining the free 
gift of salvation through Jesus Christ. Open our eyes to the opportunities around us to share our 
faith and experience of God’s grace, that others may know that they are not required to earn 
God’s love in order to be saved. Through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, whose atoning work 
on the cross is offered freely without price to those who believe. Amen.  

Dr. Jay Harris serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Ministerial Services for the South 
Georgia Conference. Email him at jharris@sgaumc.com.  

 

Happy birthday, John Wesley! 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 
DAVE HANSON 

It is June 17, 2021, as I sit down to write this John Wesley Moment – John Wesley’s 318th 
birthday. John was born in Epworth, England on June 17,1703 (the old, Julian calendar). You 
may notice that the present-day United Methodist official church calendar records Wesley’s 
birthday as June 28, which is the new/Gregorian calendar date. 

By most accounts, John was Susanna and Rev. Samuel Wesley’s 16th of 19 children. As a matter 
of fact, “our” John Wesley was the fourth John Wesley in the Wesley family. His grandfather 
was named John Westley (notice the old spelling of the name). Susanna had a stillborn son 
named John Benjamin Wesley. Later she had twin boys which she named John and Benjamin 



Wesley. Both of them also died as infants. Only 10 of Susanna’s children lived to adulthood – 
three sons and seven daughters. All three of these sons became Church of England ministers: 
Samuel Jr., who was 15 years older, John, and Charles, who was four years younger than John. 

Happy 318th Birthday, John Wesley: June 17 or June 28. 

The Rev. Dave Hanson is a retired pastor and John Wesley scholar. 

 

Patience is grace 

GROWING IN GRACE 
BEN GOSDEN 

It’s July, and I’m reminded of when I was a kid and I would complain about the summer heat. 
My mom would promptly tell me to “stop moving around so much and you’ll cool off.” Looking 
back, that seems to be as good an analogy for patience as I can think of.  

When life makes us anxious, we tend to move around, trying to make things better. Rather than 
moving around so much, sometimes the best thing we can do is slow down and be patient 
knowing that God will make a way when there seems to be no way. Patience is hard, especially 
when the summer heat of life wears you down. This is why I’m convinced patience is a gift from 
God — otherwise it’s too easy to just continue to squirm and move, working up a sweat that 
never seems to end.  

After 15 months of the chaos of a global pandemic we need more patience in our life, in our 
churches, and in the world around us.  

Studies show most churches are still seeing a fraction of the people in person they saw before 
March 2020. You might be among the many who are back but are frustrated you don’t see your 
sanctuary as full as it used to be. I can tell you that if you’re frustrated, there’s place in line 
behind your pastor. We all wish things could go back to the way they were. But life never moves 
backward – only forward. Maybe instead of judging people who aren’t back in person yet, we 
could extend some patience and offer them grace. This past year was traumatic, to say the least. 
And vaccines can’t cure emotional trauma overnight. Let families reconnect on vacation this 
summer. Let’s use those newly formed digital muscles to continue offering services online so 
families can join long distance. We need more patience with each other in the church and we 
need to (finally) shake the notion that church is only church if you show up at a building in 
person.  

We need more patience with our denomination. I’m at the head of the line, frustrated that we’ve 
delayed General Conference for an additional calendar year. If and when a denominational split 
comes, my local church and I are ready to move where we feel God is calling us next. It’s 



frustrating to feel like we’re in a holding pattern. But, maybe, just maybe, this additional year 
gives us time to celebrate our history before the future takes us in diverging directions. Maybe it 
gives us the chance to listen to each other just a little more and talk a little less. And maybe it 
gives us the time we need to listen to the voice of God speak to how we might venture into this 
new thing that is on the precipice of happening. Patience can be the gift we never knew we 
needed to live into this next year of waiting.  

We need more patience in our everyday lives, too. I have a friend who owns a restaurant and 
asked him the other day how business is going now that vaccinated people don’t have to wear 
masks in public anymore. He said, “I never thought I would be unhappy to deal with people, but 
you can’t imagine how rude people have gotten over this last year. It’s like they’re making up for 
a year of being fussy at a restaurant all in one sitting.”  

I often hear people complain that businesses are now understaffed. The complaint usually sounds 
something like, “Well, I guess people just don’t want to work.” Maybe; maybe not. Either way, 
you don’t have to take that attitude into a business that’s trying to do their best under such 
difficult conditions (not to mention after surviving a year of a global pandemic that interrupted 
their operations). Be okay waiting in line a little longer. Give your cashiers extra time to ring you 
up. And please tip 30 percent, minimum, when you go out to eat.  

“Patience is a virtue,” the old saying goes. But, as Christians, we know it’s more than just 
virtuous to exhibit patience. It’s a fruit of the Spirit. As disciples, we are called to bear fruit for 
Jesus. So maybe we can start by moving around a little less, slowing down more, and embracing 
the seeds of patience God wants to give us. Who knows what kind of harvest we might see!  

The Rev. Ben Gosden is senior pastor at Trinity United Methodist Church in Savannah. He can 
be reached at ben@trinity1848.org.  

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – July 2021 
 
7/01 – Donald Wood: 157 Arlington Row; Macon, GA 31210  
7/01 – Kenneth West: 4183 GA Hwy 93; Pelham, GA 31779  
7/02 – Hugh Davis: 102 Mossland Dr.; Perry, GA 31069-9213  
7/04 – Glenn Martin: 4418 Saddle Ridge Dr.; Columbus, GA 31907 
7/08 – Earl Bishop: 143 Beale Court Dr.; Blairsville, GA 30512  
7/08 – Larry Rader: 971 Willian Henry Cowart Rd.; Cobbtown, GA 30420 
7/09 – Marshall Singletary: 200 White Blossom Trail; Thomasville, GA 31757  
7/10 – Betty Lou Miller: 485 Tylerstone Dr.; Fuquay-Varina, NC 27526  
7/11 – Thom Davies: 1 Seventh Street #1004; Augusta, GA 30901  
7/12 – Eric Sizemore: PO Box 472; Rochelle, GA 31079  
7/13 – Randy Carnley: PO Box 345; Midville, GA 30441  
7/14 – Loran Smith: 5290 Arkwright Road; Macon, GA 31210  



7/14 – Ronnie Wills: 81 Gatlin Bluff; Thomasville, GA 31757  
7/16 – Roland Fall: 321 Lake Joy Rd.; Perry, GA 31069  
7/18 – Ray Bittner: 130 Ford St.; Poulan, GA 31781  
7/18 – Sonny Mason: 2218 Glendale Rd.; Augusta, GA 30904  
7/19 – Sam Rogers, III: 5300 Zebulon Road, #15; Macon, GA 31210  
7/20 – Man Lee: 18 Mannering Dr.; Dover, DE 19901  
7/20 – Isaac Moon: 100 Riverside; Griffin, GA 30224  
7/21 – Richard Lanning: 104 Macintosh Lane; Centerville, GA 31028  
7/22 – Wayne MacDonald: 203 Laurel Dr.; Sylvania, GA 30467  
7/22 – H.L. Pharr: 1205 Bluebird Ave.; Thomasville, GA 31792  
7/23 – Norman Dunlap: 708 Robins Nest Ct.; Columbus, GA 31909  
7/24 – Donald Woeltjen: PO Box 1322; Fitzgerald, GA 31750  
7/25 – Elvin East: 80 Cypress Trail; Lakeland, GA 31635  
7/27 – Charles Ricks: 4191 Mt. Union Rd.; Huntington, WV 25701  
7/27 – Mark Zeitlin: 203 Victorian Lake Dr.; Brunswick, GA 31525  
7/28 – Ron Dixon: 1194 Country Club Dr.; Wrens, GA 30833 
7/28 – Donna Sue Roberts: 1209 Loblolly Lane; Bainbridge, GA 39817 
7/29 – Jim Kenney, Sr.: 139 Altama Connector; Brunswick, GA 31525 
7/29 – Sylvia Kersey: 861 Pine Hill Rd.; Dublin, GA 31021  
7/29 – Al Lewis, Jr.: 915 E. 42nd St. E; Tifton, GA 31794  
7/31 – Lowery Brantley: PO Box 125; Pineview, GA 31071 
 

OBITUARIES 

Mrs. Freiya Brown 
Freiya Elizabeth Brown, 70, passed away Saturday, February 20, 2021, at Cartersville Medical 
Center. 

Freiya was the daughter of Bill and Hazel Wester and was raised in Dry Branch, Georgia. 

She graduated from Georgia Southern College in 1972 and taught in Bulloch County Schools for 
27 years. After her retirement, Freiya began substitute teaching at Mill Creek Elementary and 
formed friendships there that would be known as her teaching family. She played a huge role in 
the lives of many young teachers. 

Freiya was a member of Dayspring Emmaus Community as well as Zeta Tau Alpha. 

She was certainly a lady that wore a hat of many titles. However, the most important one was she 
was a child of God and she held strong in her faith. She was a member of Union United 
Methodist Church, where her husband, Steve, preaches and she plays the piano. 

Freiya was a wife to Steve Brown for 47 years. At the age of 26, she became a mother with the 
birth of her son, Seth. Years later, she had two daughters, Jenna and Meredith. It was during that 
time in her life that she made the decision to stay home and raise her children. 



In 1997, she celebrated the birth of her first grandchild and it was at that time she would be 
known as “Mimi,” a title which she loved and will forever be remembered for. She was the 
proudest “Mimi” to nine grandchildren. 

Surviving are her husband, Stephen Roy Brown Jr; a son, Seth (Tricia) Brown; two daughters, 
Jenna Perkins and Meredith Brown Kennedy; her grandchildren, Hayden Brown, Brooks Brown, 
Lyla Grace Brown, Charlotte Ann Brown, Madisyne Jackson, Sarah Bliesath, Gavin Perkins, 
Tucker Perkins and Smith Brown; her two brothers, Dicky (Elaine) Wester and Ronnie (Judy) 
Wester; and several nieces and nephews. 

A visitation was held March 6, 2021, at Union United Methodist Church in Statesboro. 

A memorial service was held March 6, 2021, at Union United Methodist Church in Statesboro. 

In lieu of flowers, please donate to Mill Creek Elementary School/Activities Fund, in memory of 
Freiya Brown, c/o Jennifer Wade, 239 Beasley Road, Statesboro, GA 30461. 

Mrs. Betty Smith 
Betty Claire Smith, 88, of Reynolds, Ga., went home to be with the Lord Jesus May 24, 2021, at 
Liberty Commons/Kempton Assisted Living in Jacksonville. She was born to Lonnie Hugh and 
Sally Mae Pierce September 24, 1932, in Talbotton, Ga. She was the middle child of four other 
siblings: Walter Hugh, Mary, Paul, and Thomas. She was predeceased by both Walter Hugh and 
Thomas. She grew up on a farm near Reynolds, graduating from Reynolds High School. She 
graduated from Business Training Institute in Macon and worked as a secretary for Cherokee 
Brick and Tile before meeting her future husband, William Alfred Smith. They were married on 
March 13, 1950, in Macon. It was the start of a 69-year marriage that took them throughout the 
United States and the world. Upon discharge from the Army, Bill began the process and 
schooling to become a Navy chaplain and officer. An ever-supportive wife, she worked so that 
he could focus on his education and she faithfully accompanied him throughout his 30 year 
career to duty stations in Florida, New York, Virginia, and North Carolina.  

She was mother to three children, Claire Smith Zawistowski of Jacksonville; Christopher Lanier 
Smith of Conway, SC; and Elizabeth Michelle Gisondi of Cary, NC. She was also grandmother 
to five: Lauren McCool of Des Moines, Iowa; Jarrett and Jillian Smith of Myrtle Beach, SC; and 
Leo and Lila Gisondi of Cary, NC. She was also a mother-in-law to their spouses, Steve, Becca, 
Laura, and Joe, and leaves behind a number of nephews and nieces as well. Betty was a devoted 
wife and mother who was a never-ending source of love and support for her family. She dearly 
loved them and was dearly loved in return. She was a remarkably strong woman who was often 
tasked with raising the children alone when military duty called Bill away from the family for 
months at a time. She was an avid letter writer and took great care to stay in contact with her 
family, making each feel special and loved.  

As much as she loved her family, she loved her God and the Lord Jesus more. She loved going to 
church and participating in programs to help others, particularly with her excellent sewing and 
cooking. She could often be found at home playing the piano and singing her favorite hymns to 
the Lord. She and Bill purchased her family farm after his retirement from the Navy. It was her 



favorite place where she could enjoy the gardening, animals, and farm life that were so precious 
to her. Never was she happier than when she was digging in the dirt and working with her 
flowers and plants; those who knew her know this well.  

The service was live streamed on the FairHaven Funeral Home Macon Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/fairhavenmacon.  

 
Mrs. Sandra H. Arwood 
Sandra H. Arwood, 78, of Buena Vista, GA died Sunday, June 20, 2021 at Magnolia Manor 
Nursing Facility. 

A memorial service will be held 3:30 PM Thursday, July 8, 2021 at East Highland United 
Methodist Church1301 17th St. Columbus, GA 31901 with Rev. Mark Sasser and Rev. Joy 
Wilson. 

Mrs. Arwood was born December 6, 1942, in Opelika AL, the daughter of the late J. D. Hood 
and Reba Hutchinson Hood.  Sandra worked as a CNA with East Alabama Medical Center in 
Opelika. 

Other than her parents, she was preceded in death by her son, Timothy "Tim" Arwood. 

Survivors include her husband, John Homer of Buena Vista, GA, son, Craig Arwood of Opelika, 
AL. 

 

Scripture Readings – July 6 edition 

July 11 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19  
Psalm 24 (UMH 755) 
Ephesians 1:3-14 
Mark 6:14-29 

July 18 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 7:1-14a 
Psalm 89:20-37 (UMH 807) 
Ephesians 2:11-22 
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

July 25 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 11:1-15 
Psalm 14 (UMH 746) 



Ephesians 3:14-21 
John 6:1-21 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 7/6/2021 edition  

Camp Connect: Elementary Camp 1 – July 5-9 
Elementary Camps, intended for rising 4th-5th grade students, are filled with a week’s worth of 
fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 
fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, bonfire, art, games galore, hilarious morning shows, 
and evenings of camp-wide games and worship. Camp is sold out. 

Camp Connect: Elementary Camp 2 – July 12-16 
Elementary Camps, intended for rising 4th-5th grade students, are filled with a week’s worth of 
fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 
fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, bonfire, art, games galore, hilarious morning shows, 
and evenings of camp-wide games and worship. Camp is sold out. 

Georgia Pastors’ School – July 15 
Georgia United Methodist Pastors' School is scheduled for Thursday, July 15, from 10 a.m. until 
3 p.m. This year’s program will be virtual and held via Zoom. The one-day event will provide 
inspiration and education under the theme “Pastoring for the Long Haul: What It Looks Like for 
a Lifetime of Ministry.” Teaching will focus on practical ways to restart after the pandemic. This 
year's faculty includes Steve Carter, Tyler Reagin, Jenni Catron, and Wayne Francis. Visit 
www.georgiapastorsschool.com for more information and to register. 

Golden Cross Sunday – Aug. 15 
Golden Cross began in 1908 with the commitment of Methodists in Dallas, Texas to provide the 
first health care to persons who could not afford it. They began to receive offerings for the 
expenses of the poor patients at Methodist Hospital in that city. By 1930, the concept was 
officially adopted throughout the predecessor denominations of The United Methodist Church. 
Today, Golden Cross is a ministry that reaches out in love to the laity in our Annual Conference 
who are experiencing financial difficulty due to excessive medical expenses. Through Golden 
Cross, United Methodists care for members of our local churches in time of emotional stress and 
financial need. Each church is asked to observe Golden Cross Sunday to receive an offering and 
send it to the conference treasurer. 

Online Basic Lay Servant Ministries Training – Aug. 17, 19, 24, 26 
Lay Servant training is designed to educate those persons interested in stretching their faith to 
participate more fully in the ministries of the church. They have three main areas of focus: 
Leading, Caring, and Communicating. The basic class is based on Cokesbury’s book, “Lay 
Servant Ministries Basic Course,” which teaches a basic understanding of ministry in the United 
Methodist Tradition. Included in the course is the following: Wesleyan Tradition and 
Foundations, Spiritual Gifts, Servant Leadership, Caring Ministries, Communicating, and 
Sharing Your Faith. You must complete all of the scheduled dates to complete your training. To 



participate you will need either a cell phone that will allow you to download the Zoom app 
(please do so ahead of time) or a laptop, a steady wi-fi connection, and a willingness to learn in a 
modern way. Registration fee for the class is $25. For more information, contact Anne Bosarge 
at anne@thechapelministries.com. 


