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Bishop Bryan retires after 46 years  

Next month, Bishop R. Lawson Bryan will retire after 46 years of ministry, the last five of 
which have been in the South Georgia Conference. As bishop, he has focused on helping all 
South Georgia United Methodists become Alive Together in Christ. 

We sat down with Bishop Bryan and talked with him about his ministry, his time in South 
Georgia, and what he looks forward to in retirement.  

It’s been said, “You can’t go home again,” but you have come home. Tell us about what 
it’s been like to come back to South Georgia as a bishop and for your final five years of 
ministry before retirement.  

I have a great appreciation for South Georgia and having been raised here. Living in Bainbridge 
until age 12, it’s been an incredible experience to come home to this area. Having lived here, I 
have a greater sense of the region and the communities of South Georgia; it’s home! And I am 
grateful for the fine and faithful members of our local churches, like the one that nurtured my 
faith, Bainbridge First UMC. 

How would you describe yourself as a bishop and your time here in South Georgia?  

My aspiration has been to act in alignment with the vision cast by St. Paul when he said, “...we 
are ambassadors for Christ….” (2 Cor. 5:20). My time in South Georgia has been devoted to 
serving “God’s hidden purpose … namely, that the universe, all in heaven and on earth, might be 
brought into a unity in Christ” (Ephesians 1:9-10). I want to be part of that great work that God is 
accomplishing through Jesus Christ. So I have tried to live and act as an “ambassador for Christ” 
whose main emphasis is to encourage and challenge us all to accept Jesus’ invitation to come to 
His table and then extend His table into the community.   

Ephesians 2:5 holds great meaning for you and has shaped your ministry in South Georgia. 
How has that verse influenced you and your ministry?  

This verse shapes my understanding of the Church as God’s creation and not a human 
invention. It reminds me that it is Christ who keeps us alive, even when the circumstances in 
which we find ourselves look bleak and uncertain. Ephesians 2:5 also reminds me that Christ 
Himself is our source of unity; He holds us together. And this verse expresses my desire to see 
all people come Alive Together in Christ.  

What are some highlights of your five years in South Georgia? What about your entire 
46 years in ministry?  

Watch Bishop Bryan answer this question via video 



Without any sense of exaggeration, this entire five-year opportunity to serve in South 
Georgia has been one big highlight for us.  

Of course, returning to the Conference that gave me my first church home where I grew up 
as a child has been a very rich experience. A highlight for me has been being in our local 
churches. I never feel more alive than when I am together with people worshipping in the 
local churches. It just reminds me that our local churches are the highlights in every 
community. We bring people together, we offer healing and hope through Christ. I hope our 
churches will know they are the highlight; nothing is more important than the local church. 
That’s why we have all the rest of the operational structures we have in the Conference. The 
local churches, the laity, and the clergy are highlights for me. And I thank every one of 
them.  

And I could not have imagined five years ago that we’d go through a period where we’ve 
had one major weather event after another. Hurricanes, tornadoes, straight-line winds … and 
the people of South Georgia have responded by building a disaster response structure that 
now involves the Conference Disaster Response Coordinator, district disaster response 
coordinators, lots of training for Early Response Teams, chainsaw trainings, and the 
thousands of dollars South Georgia has given to help others outside of our Conference. So I 
would say a highlight for me has been watching how this Conference addressed the disasters 
we’ve had in the last five years, and now a structure is in place that continues to serve us 
well. 

Another highlight for me are the processes that I have seen us put in place. Plans and 
programs are important, but they have a shelf life. A process is a way of living together; it 
goes on and on and reforms and refashions and renews itself. I think about the processes we 
now have in place: OnBoarding, Appreciative Inquiry, Strengths Finder, Intercultural 
Development Inventory (IDI), the Compass Group, the Leadership Forum Task Force, the 
Laity Cabinet, the Bishop’s Emerging Leadership Initiative, and Conscious Culture Building. 
These are all ways of being Alive Together in Christ that are not one specific program 
related to one time period, but they will serve us well going forward and they are ways that 
keep us Alive Together in Christ and allow us to have a kind of synergy by using the 
giftedness God has given to all of those in South Georgia. 

So I am particularly happy about the processes that we now have in place. We might use the 
term Conscious Culture Building to refer to what we’ve been doing - consciously building a 
culture that will glorify God by allowing us to be Alive Together in Christ.  

When you look back over your 46-year ministry, what do you hope your legacy will be? 
What do you hope to be remembered for?  

I’d like to be remembered for helping people connect with Jesus Christ through 
worship, Bible study, prayer, church membership, and mission in the world.  



What’s next? What are you looking forward to, in life and in your next phase of 
ministry?  

We are looking forward to more time and involvement with our son, daughter in law, our 
four-year-old grandson, and our two-year-old granddaughter.  

We’re looking forward to more time to connect with our extended families, who mean so much 
to us.  

Sherrill and I also want to be alert to the promptings from the Holy Spirit as we open ourselves 
to new areas of ministry in the years ahead. I will be teaching Sunday school and helping with 
the Respite Ministry at First UMC in Montgomery, Ala.  

Recently, Sherrill and I have been focusing on Psalm 92:14 as an expression of our aspiration 
for the years ahead: “They will still bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and green.”  

As you prepare to retire, what’s your hope/prayer for the people of the South Georgia 
Conference?  

My hope and prayer is that the people of the South Georgia Conference be filled with confident 
awareness that our local churches are just what each community needs. It is through the local 
church that the ministry of Jesus and the truth of the Bible become freshly alive for children, 
youth, and adults. We must not ask others to do that which God has uniquely equipped us to do. 
Let’s be confident that we are right where we need to be. 

 

Fifty years with Lawson: a blessing and a joy 

By Mrs. Sherrill Bryan 

50 years ago, I slipped and almost fell in Cathedral Caverns. Fortunately for me, “he” was there 
to grab my hand. We have not let go of each other since that day. We married and immediately 
went to work together in ministry serving United Methodist churches and, in the end, the South 
Georgia Conference as bishop. Words are inadequate to express the loving hospitality, support, 
and fun we have had with these soulful people. 

Everywhere we served was a blessing and a joy. We always felt that we received far more than 
we gave and when the call came to move we were always sad to leave those whom we loved. I 
am so grateful for our son, Philip, who managed to survive and thrive through those early years. 
He is so well balanced, with a great job, a beautiful wife, Brittany and yes, two amazing 
grandchildren, John Philip and CeCe. But now I write about this man who caught me 50 years 
ago. 



There is something beautiful about lives of “dignity and wisdom,” “healthy faith,” and “love;” 
people who are “models of goodness” and “virtuous and pure;” and “lives of good character 
shining through action” and “God-filled, God-honoring lives” (Titus 2). 

It has been my blessing and joy to have lived and served alongside one like this for nearly 50 
years. 

Hebrews 7:7 says, “It is beyond dispute that the inferior is blessed by the superior.” Certainly, I 
am the “inferior” one, and oh how I have been blessed by the “superior” Lawson Bryan. I read 
that the three effects of nearness to Jesus are humility, happiness, and holiness. I can testify to 
that truth for it has been lived before me every day. True “holiness” is when you leave every 
person more alive than when you found them. Maybe that’s why when he was elected Bishop he 
chose “Alive Together In Christ” to be the theme around every decision and ministry undertaken. 

The question was always asked: How does this make South Georgia more Alive Together In 
Christ? 

I know that being with him has made me more “alive,” and I am eternally grateful to God for 
calling him into the covenant as he did when he said to Noah: “I will establish my covenant with 
you; and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you.” 
(Genesis 6:18) 

I’m so happy I have gotten to be in the “ark” with him! We will continue to walk side by side, 
and as long as there is breath in our lungs, we will climb. 

“An occasional glance towards the summit will keep the goal in mind, but many beautiful scenes 
are to be observed from each new vantage point.” 

Oh, look, Lawson! I see a beautiful new scene up ahead. Let’s go! I want to be with you until we 
reach the summit where we will live eternally. ALIVE TOGETHER IN CHRIST. AMEN. 

 

St. Luke UMC opens Ranger Outreach Center to serve military, veterans, families 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

St. Luke United Methodist Church in Columbus stands just 10 miles from the fifth-largest 
military base in the world. 

With more than 25,000 active duty military and a total population of nearly 110,000 people, Fort 
Benning is an integral part of the Columbus community.  

That’s why St. Luke’s new Ranger Outreach Center (ROC), opened last month, is a crucial 
ministry, said director Ret. Maj. Tony Mayne. 



A true outreach center, the ROC, through its partnerships with GallantFew, CRU, and other area 
ministries, is designed to show Christ’s love to active duty service members, veterans, and their 
families. 

“The mission of the Ranger Outreach Center is to serve as an incubator for veteran’s support and 
active duty support initiates in the Chattahoochee valley with a focus on bringing our service 
members and veterans to Christ,” Mayne said.  

Housed at St. Luke UMC, through GallantFew, the ROC assists active duty service members and 
their families as they transition from military to civilian life. ROC’s partnership with CRU 
Military Ministry helps volunteers share the love of Christ with those members of the military 
who are living at Fort Benning and those who are there for basic training. The ROC also 
provides veterans affairs medical claims assistance and provides office space for service 
members who are in transition and working in Columbus-area fellowship programs.  

These are all examples of the ways the ROC is being “points of light” in the military community, 
Mayne said, tangible ways of sharing the love of Christ with service members. 

“It might take someone needing help with their VA claims to get them to walk through a church 
door,” he said. “If you show Christ’s love you can talk about Christ. But unless you can show the 
love, people are just not receptive to hearing the story. That’s how you build trust, and I think 
that’s what we’re doing here.” 

Mayne, his wife Nicole, and the St. Luke UMC congregation have recognized a need in the 
community and, through the ROC, are meeting those needs and reaching people where they are, 
said St. Luke UMC senior pastor Rev. Thad Haygood.  

“The ROC is another avenue for reaching a unique group of people for Christ,” he said. “Being 
right here in Columbus, Fort Benning is such an integral part of Columbus, and St. Luke UMC 
wants to be a part of that and serve the community.” 

With its prayer groups, support groups, preschool, and school, St. Luke UMC is perfectly 
positioned to connect and serve military members and their families, Rev. Haygood said. 

“St. Luke seeks to reach out in all directions, and it’s important to reach these families,” he said.  

The goal of the ROC, Mayne said, is to reach those who might not otherwise hear about Christ’s 
love.  

“The ROC wants to show Christ’s love to open up non-believers to the power of bringing God 
into their life. Second to that, the ROC serves as the hub for the community to know that if they 
want to assist military they can come here and we can find different paths and ways for them to 
be able to do mission work, volunteer work, and just say thanks to our nation’s heroes.” 



 

Alive Together at the Table: A response to the survey sent before AC2021 

Earlier this year, prior to the 2021 Annual Conference session, the Conference conducted a 
survey to gather feedback regarding the life of the local church and the upcoming General 
Conference session. 

More than 300 responses were received from clergy and laity across South Georgia, and the 
responses were and are being used to make decisions for the future of the Conference, Bishop 
Bryan said in a pastoral letter. 

“Thanks to each of you who responded,” he said. “You provided a wealth of insight to me and to 
the leadership teams of our conference. Your voice is important, and it is being heard. 

Part of the survey focused on the delayed 2020 General Conference session, and from the 
responses received, Conference leaders have created a Frequently Asked Questions document to 
help address those questions and help better inform Conference members. 

Here’s who responded to the survey (309 total responses): 
 
Age Breakdown 

• 61-70: 115 responses  

• 71-80: 65 responses  

• 51-60: 58 responses  

• 41-50: 32 responses 

• 81-90: 21 responses 

• 31-40: 17 responses 

• 20-30: 2 responses 

Clergy/Laity Breakdown 

• Active Clergy Delegates: 130 responses 

• Lay Delegate: 127 responses 

• Retired Clergy Delegate: 32 responses 

• Non-delegate: 21 responses 



Average Worship Attendance (pre-pandemic) 

• 0-50: 79 responses 

• 300+: 67 responses 

• 50-100: 65 responses 

• 100-200: 59 responses 

• 200-300: 40 responses 

Here’s how respondents said they are engaging in and preparing for the upcoming General 
Conference: 

How is your church engaging in conversation about the upcoming General Conference? 

• Only informal conversation among members: 196 responses (64.1%) 

• Formal conversations hosted or initiated by church leadership: 74 responses (24.3%) 

• I am not aware of any conversations: 35 responses (11.5%) 

As of right now, how is your church preparing for the upcoming General Conference 
(select all that apply)? 

• I am not aware of any preparations: 59 responses (19.6%) 

• Only informal conversations: 141 responses (46.8%) 

• There is not consensus on what steps to take: 55 responses (18.3%) 

• We are preparing to remain affiliated with the South Georgia Conference: 91 responses 
(30.2%) 

• We are preparing to disaffiliate from the South Georgia Annual Conference: 20 responses 
(6.6%) 

• We are currently engaged in the disaffiliation process: 4 response (1.3%) 

Bishop Bryan and the Leadership Forum Task Force have also decided - in the midst of rising 
COVID cases and in an effort to better present information to as many people as possible - to 
pivot from an Oct. 9 conference wide in-person gathering and instead offer more localized 
informational gatherings at the district level. Those interested should contact their district office, 
Jay Hanson (jay@thechapelministries.com), or Kelly Roberson (kelly@sgaumc.com) to request 
a gathering. Together they will help coordinate meetings in the districts. 



“I truly believe the more informed and equipped we are, the more we can keep our focus on 
making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world,” Bishop Bryan said. “Thank 
you for being Alive Together at the Table with me and with the leadership of our great 
conference.” 

 

A message from Bishop Bryan: Kelly Roberson to assume interim role as 
Connectional Ministries Team Leader  

Last month, Allison Lindsey announced she will be stepping down from her role as director of 
Connectional Ministries effective Aug. 15. As a new grandmother, she now has the opportunity 
to provide daily care for her 10-week-old grandson, Mac.  

While we rejoice in this new role for Allison, we will miss her leadership as Director of 
Connectional Ministries. Allison has served South Georgia so effectively, both as a member of 
the Connectional Ministries staff and as director of that ministry for the past year. The good 
news is that Allison is willing to use her experience and expertise to assist us with OnBoarding 
and other training events in local churches, when her schedule is able to accommodate. 

During this time, from now until the end of our conference year next June, it is clear we need 
interim leadership, someone who knows the Connectional Ministries staff well and has a history 
of working with them very effectively. 

After a discussion with the Appointive Cabinet and other conference staff including Human 
Resources Director Eleanor Dickson and Conference Personnel Committee chairman Scott 
Tucker, I have decided to appoint Kelly Roberson as Team Leader of Connectional Ministries 
for this interim period. She will continue her role as Director of Communications.  

Kelly’s outstanding work is known and respected in South Georgia and beyond, and she already 
knows and works with the many laity and clergy who currently lead specific aspects of the work 
of Connectional Ministries. These include: Disaster Response, Safe Sanctuaries training, Camp 
Connect/Age-Level Ministries, officer training, Discipleship Teams, Hispanic Ministry Advisory 
Group, and the African-American Ministry Advisory Group. I want to thank each of these 
persons for their willingness to continue these important ministries in our conference. 

Allison’s end of employment date will be Aug. 15. Kelly's start date for the dual roles of 
Communications and Connectional Ministries will be Aug. 16.  On behalf of the South Georgia 
Conference I want to express our gratitude to these two devoted Christian leaders who have done 
so much to model what it means to be Alive Together in Christ.   

 



Sexual Ethics Workshop details announced for 2021-2022 conference year 

Every three years, according to the South Georgia Conference Sexual Ethics policy, any person 
serving under appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed 
lay speakers) are required to attend a Sexual Ethics Workshop. These workshops are hosted by 
the South Georgia Conference Pastoral Counselor.  

There will be three workshops offered between now and Annual Conference 2022 (September, 
February, and April.) The new format involves a series of seven videos with a few relevant 
resources that clergy have three weeks to watch or read at his or her convenience. This is 
followed by mandatory participation in a virtual collaboration led by Conference Pastoral 
Counselor Rev. Deborah Wight-Knight as clergy dialogue with their colleagues.  

“Last year we had great success with an online format for our Sexual Ethics workshop,” said 
Rev. Wight-Knight. “Evaluations told us that, moving forward, a hybrid model would be 
beneficial for clergy to learn and absorb information around the complexities that continually 
emerge around sexual ethics in ministry.” 

The advance videos for September’s Zoom dates will be released Aug. 30. The Zoom 
discussions - of which clergy will choose one in which to participate - are set for Sept. 22 and 
Sept. 29. February and April dates will be announced by Nov. 1.  

More information about the new process as well as registration links can be found at 
www.sgaumc.org/sexualethicsworkshops.  

“I am appreciative of our clergy’s patience as we navigate the best way to meet the requirements 
for them to attend regular seminars around this important topic,” Rev. Wight-Knight said. “The 
clergy are always present in my prayers as those who are charged with growing disciples and 
maintaining Christian community in these unprecedented times. God is present and active 
through our collective minds, hearts, and souls while we strive to maintain integrity through 
Christ’s call and our commitment as United Methodist clergy to the embodiment of a sacred 
trust.” 

For questions about the Sexual Ethics workshop, click here or email Kate Tyler at 
cpcassistant@sgaumc.com.  

 

Registration open for fall children's and youth retreats 

Registration is now open for KidzQuest, the Conference's annual fall children’s retreat for 
students in third through sixth grades, and Encounter, the Conference's annual youth retreat for 
students in sixth through twelfth grades.  



KidzQuest is scheduled for October 15-17, 2021, at Camp Jekyll 4-H Center on Jekyll Island, 
Georgia for 3rd-6th grade students and is limited to 250 participants. Information I Register 

Encounter Youth Retreat, for 6th-12th grade students, will take place November 19-21, 2021, 
at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. Information I Register 
 
www.sgaumc.org/kidzquest 
www.sgaumc.org/encounter 

 

Apply today for Renfro Trust Grant 

Connectional Ministries is accepting applications for the Southeastern Jurisdiction Renfro Trust 
Grant. This grant is a brick and mortar grant specifically for small, rural churches. Guidelines, 
requirements and applications can be found here. Completed applications must be submitted to 
Outreach Chair Susan Hughes at susanjhughes17@gmail.com. The deadline for completed 
applications to be submitted is Sunday, August 22, 2021. 

 

A Conquering Faith 

Summer Quarter: Confident Hope 
Unit 3: Faith Gives Us Hope 

Sunday school lesson for the week of August 22, 2021  
By Dr. Jay Harris 

Lesson Scripture: 1 John 4:2-3, 13-17, 5:4-5 

Hope and Assurance: By This You Know 

In this unit we are learning how faith gives us hope, and how hope, in turn, sustains our faith 
over time. In today’s lesson, we will be learning about a “conquering faith.” A conquering faith 
is one that withstands the tests the world throws at it. Instead of our relationship with God being 
thrown into doubt, a conquering faith enables us to come through difficulties all the more secure 
because of our relationship with God.  

In our scripture, the language about a conquering faith is reserved for the last two verses. We 
need to pay attention to how our scripture builds up to this notion of conquering faith. We will 
see again and again that it has to do with what we know to be true. We’re not talking about 
knowing mere facts. We’re talking about an inner knowing. 



Before we get into the first verse of our assigned scripture, it would be helpful to include the 
verse that comes before it:  

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God; 
for many false prophets have gone into the world. (1 John 4:1) 

We are accustomed to seeing the Bible refer to the “Spirit of God” with a capital S. According to 
the Bible, we ourselves consist of body and “spirit” (with a lowercase s). When God makes a 
connection with us, it is from God’s Spirit to our spirit. In 1 John 4:1, we see the word “spirit” 
used to refer to a spiritual influence that exists apart from our spirit and from God’s Spirit. Every 
“spirit” or spiritual influence is not to be believed. Every spirit, therefore, must be tested to see 
whether or not a particular spirit is from God or not from God. False prophets are essentially 
those who have come under the influence of spirits that are not from God.  

By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come 
in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. And 
this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming; and now it is 
already in the world. (1 John 4:2-3) 

One particular kind of false prophet is also referred to as an antichrist. Notice that “antichrist” is 
not capitalized. It is not used as a proper noun, nor is it intended here to refer to one person or 
evil entity. In fact, in 1 John 2:18, the scripture refers to “antichrists” in the plural. An antichrist 
is a false prophet who sets out to undermine belief in Christ.  

A recurring interest in the First Letter of John is identifying those who seem intent on 
undermining belief that Jesus is the Christ, for instance, or denies the Father and the Son. (1 John 
2:22) One spirit influencing some of the antichrists denied that Jesus had come in the flesh, 
which is a denial in the incarnation – when the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. (John 
1:14) If you don’t believe Jesus came in the flesh, then Christ’s atoning sacrifice on the cross 
could not really have happened.  

Evidently, these antichrists had been a part of the church, but then they had left and had gone out 
from the church: “They went out from us, but they did not belong to us; for if they had belonged 
to us, they would have remained with us.” (1 John 2:19) This is what our scripture is referring to 
when it says that the spirit of the antichrist is already out in the world. Now that we understand a 
little bit more about the antichrists, let’s shift our focus away from the antichrists.  

Let’s shift our focus to those who are pro-Christ. How did you know that Christ is who the Bible 
says he is? According to 1 John 4:2, "By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that 
confesses Jesus has come in the flesh is from God.” You know the Spirit of God because your 
confession of faith came from God. What you know came from God which gave to you your first 
insight into the presence of God’s Spirit within you. 



By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 
God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. (1 
John 4:13-15) 

We already heard the words, “by this you know,” in 1 John 4: 2; so, it sounds familiar to us when 
we read the words, “by this we know,” in verse 13. How we know something to be true is 
important. 

We’re told that the gift of God’s Spirit living in us is what enables us to know that we abide in 
God and God abides in us. The truth that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world is 
a truth that we can say we have seen. It has become our testimony. Our confession of faith that 
Jesus is the Son of God opened the door to God abiding in us and us abiding in God. You could 
say that God’s abiding presence in us is a sign and seal of our confession of faith.  

Knowing and abiding go hand in hand. Jesus gave us an indelible image of abiding, recorded by 
John, in his gospel (John 15:4-5): “Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine 
and you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart 
from me you can do nothing.” 

So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who 
abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected among us in 
this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this 
world. (1 John 4:16-17) 

By now, the words, “so we have known and believe” should have a very familiar ring to them. 
Verse 16 tells us that knowing and abiding are intermingled with our experience of receiving and 
sharing love. Since God is love, those who abide in love also abide in God. Love has been 
perfected among us (that is, come to a state of completion in us) when we are able to have 
boldness on the day of judgment. As God is in the world, so are we in the world with God at our 
side. 

Boldness on the day of judgment is no small thing. Boldness on the day of judgment means 
having assurance of our salvation. This is the truth to which our scripture has been building. 
Through the gift of the Holy Spirit living in us, God abides in us, and we abide in God, and we 
know God and God’s love for us, and God’s love is being perfected in us, so that we have 
boldness and confidence in our salvation.  

For whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the 
world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is 
the Son of God? (1 John 5:4-5)  



A conquering faith is the gift we receive when we are born of God. Assurance of our salvation is 
one of the precious gifts that comes from our new birth in Christ. The doctrine of assurance is 
one of the distinctive emphases of the Wesleyan tradition. In Romans 8:15-17a, Paul expressed it 
this way, “For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received 
a spirit of adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Christ.” 

Notice that this assurance is not based on a formula like “once saved always saved.” Nor is it 
based merely on feelings. Christian assurance is based on the Holy Spirit bearing witness with 
our spirits in a relationship of knowing, abiding, and loving God, beginning with our faith in 
Jesus as the Son of God – the victory that conquers the world. 

Fannie Crosby wrote in her famous hymn, “Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste 
of glory divine! Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. This 
is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long.” 

The doctrine of assurance plays a prominent part in the Methodist/Wesleyan tradition because of 
the experience of our founder, John Wesley (1703-1791), at the age of 35. Before this 
experience, he had already become a religious scholar, was ordained, served as a parish priest, 
led a campus ministry, and even served briefly as a missionary to the American colony of 
Georgia, but something was missing. 

It was while on board the ship to coastal Georgia that a story began to unfold. A tremendous 
storm came up, which terrified the English passengers, but a group of German Moravians – men, 
women, and children – sang hymns during the storm and remained calm. John Wesley asked one 
of their leaders about their ability to remain so calm. He stated simply that they were not afraid 
to die. When they reached Georgia, John Wesley continued to talk to the Moravian leaders about 
the source of their confidence and peace. So, one of them began to question Wesley, “Have you 
the witness within yourself? Does the Spirit of God bear witness with your spirit, that you are a 
child of God?” John Wesley was surprised to be the one questioned. The Moravian leader asked, 
“Do you know Jesus Christ?” Wesley said, “I know He is the Savior of the world.” When asked, 
“Do you know that He has saved you?” Wesley said, “I hope He has died to saved me.” When 
pressed to be decisive, Wesley told him what he thought he should say, but he wrote in his 
journal, “I fear they were vain words.” 

When Wesley was on board the ship, almost three years later, traveling back to England in 1738, 
Wesley felt defeated as a missionary. He wrote in his journal, “I went to America to convert the 
Indians! But, oh! Who shall convert me? Who, what is it that will deliver me from this evil heart 
of unbelief? I have a fair summer religion. I can talk well – nay, and believe myself, while no 
danger is near, but let death look me in the face, and my spirit is troubled.” When Wesley arrived 
in England, he came under the influence of another Moravian pastor, Peter Boehler. Wesley 



asked him if he should give up preaching. Boehler answered, “By no means.” Wesley asked, 
“But what shall I preach?” He said, “Preach faith till you have it; and then because you have it, 
you will preach faith.” John Wesley took this word of encouragement to heart, and he began to 
grow. 

On May 24, 1738, Wesley’s spiritual journey reached a culmination point. He would later write 
about it in his journal: “In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, 
where one was reading Luther’s preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter before 
nine, while he was describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I 
felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for my salvation; and an 
assurance was given me that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law 
of sin and death.” That event would prove to be the biggest game-changer in Wesley’s life. It 
was after this event that Wesley went from relative ineffectiveness to great effectiveness. He 
became the chief architect and motivator of a movement evangelizing England and bringing 
spiritual renewal to the Church. That movement spread to America and became a part of 
America’s Second Great Awakening. 

This new birth of assurance sometimes happens in a moment and for others it is more gradual. 
Do you know if you are saved? For some, it is a matter of surrender. It is a matter of giving 
yourself wholeheartedly to Christ. That is the way it was for me. It was the day when, in my 
words, I gave my life to Christ. I gave all of myself to all of God I understood. That was only the 
beginning because there is more about God that I understand now, and I have more to give.  

Are you holding back anything? Have you been too content with halfhearted religion? As a 
pastor, I have witnessed numerous people come to the point where a new birth of faith occurred 
in their life, and a new birth of assurance accompanied it. Some of these people had already been 
members of their church for years before it happened. There is no shame at all in that. The only 
shame is to go all of one’s life without having fully surrendered and without having placed one’s 
trust fully in Christ to be Savior and Lord. 

Prayer 

God of our Salvation, You have graciously allowed Your Spirit to reside in the hearts of those 
who place their faith and trust in You. Now that we understand more about You, and there is 
more of ourselves to give, take our hearts and seal them, that your divine gift of assurance may 
grant us a conquering faith that the world can’t give and the world can’t take away. Through 
Christ our Lord, who reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever. Amen.  

Dr. Jay Harris serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Ministerial Services for the South 
Georgia Conference. Email him at jharris@sgaumc.com.  

 



An Eternal Hope 

Summer Quarter: Confident Hope 
Unit 3: Faith Gives Us Hope 

Sunday school lesson for the week of August 29, 2021  
By Dr. Jay Harris 

Lesson Scripture: 2 Corinthians 4:16 – 5:10 

So We Do Not Lose Heart 

We are coming to the end of the summer quarter with its emphasis on Confident Hope. It makes 
sense that this quarter would culminate with a focus on eternal hope. The focus of the third unit 
in this quarter has been how “faith gives us hope.” Not only does faith give us hope, but hope 
helps us sustain faith over the long haul. Our scripture lesson begins with these words: “So we do 
not lose heart.” When we understand that our hope bridges our life on earth into eternity, eternity 
has the power to become our magnetic north. Our eternal hope urges us onward in the living of 
our faith on earth. Everything we have been learning in this third unit encourages us not simply 
to coast toward the future, but to keep growing in our faith until we enter eternity. 

Embracing an Eternal Hope in Our Temporal Existence 

A good word to learn as we begin this lesson is the word “temporal.” The life of a Christian 
revolves around two poles: the temporal and the eternal. Temporal refers to our earth-bound, 
time-bound, mortal existence. Think for a moment how we begin the season of Lent. We begin 
with the observance of Ash Wednesday. When the ashes are placed on our forehead in the sign 
of the cross, the leader often says, “Dust you are and to dust you shall return, so live now and 
always under the cross of Jesus.” In this way, we are reminded of our mortality and our need for 
God. We’re also reminded of this in Psalm 90. In verse 12 of that psalm, we hear the words, “So 
teach us to number our days that we may gain a heart full of wisdom.” When we remember that 
our time on earth is limited, it compels us to make the most of the time.  

In this lesson, we return to the writings of Paul. This time it is his second letter to the 
Corinthians. Listen for the interplay between our temporal existence and a hope that is eternal. 

So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is 
being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an 
eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at 
what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 

Certainly, a feature of our temporal existence is that our outer nature is wasting away. If we are 
believers, however, we understand that we also have an inner nature that is being renewed day by 
day. This daily renewing of our inner nature helps us not to lose heart. 



The wasting away of our outer nature, however, does cause us an affliction. This affliction is 
described both as momentary and slight. This affliction is momentary for believers because 
eternity awaits us. The wasting of our outer nature can often seem to go on for a long time, but 
compared to eternity, it is momentary. The wasting of our outer nature can often seem like 
anything but slight. We know of loved ones who struggled greatly in their last days. That said, 
Paul says our affliction is slight when compared to what awaits us on the other side of death: an 
eternal weight of glory that is beyond all measure. 

How do you unpack a phrase like an eternal weight of glory that is beyond all measure? We’re 
talking about a reality so full of wonder, deep, massive, expansive, boundless, and everlasting. 
To attempt to describe this reality too much risks reducing it. That’s why Christians are 
comfortable with mystery. God’s nature is mysterious in the same way that love is mysterious. 
Mystery should not bother us, but instead thrill us. Mystery should be comforting, because of all 
the good we know about God – boundless goodness and wonder. 

So, the wasting away of our outer nature and the renewing of our inner nature are both in their 
own unique ways preparing us for what awaits us. Paul reminds us that this view of life depends 
on our ability to look not at what can be seen, but at what cannot be seen. What is seen is 
temporary. What is unseen is eternal. Our temporal existence is temporary. Our temporal 
existence is what we see and experience through our five senses, but there is this completely 
other unseen realm that is eternal. This is why faith is absolutely necessary. Faith gives us hope. 

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this tent we groan, longing to be 
clothed with our heavenly dwelling – if indeed, when we have taken it off we will not be 
found naked. For while we are still in this tent, we groan under our burden, because we 
wish not to be unclothed but to be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed 
up by life. He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as 
a guarantee. 

What we have been referring to as our outer nature, our physical bodies, is also referred to by 
Paul as our earthly tent. My wife, daughter, and I decided to go up to Amicalola Falls State Park 
on a spur of the moment camping trip. We brought our old tent out of storage and packed it in 
the car. We had not really taken the time to look at the weather reports, but as we approached our 
destination, it looked like a lot of rain was coming. So, once we arrived, we set out hurriedly to 
put up the tent, thinking that if we set it up quickly, we could rest inside, sheltered from the rain. 
Our tent did not hold up its end of the bargain though. There were more leaks than I could count. 
Evidently, the tent was old enough that it had begun to deteriorate. So, we disassembled our 
soaking wet tent, realized it was going to stink up our car, and tried to stuff it in the camp waste 
receptacle. We ended up leaving it half in and half out of its mouth, because it wouldn’t all fit. 
We were delighted to find that Amicalola also had a lodge where we could rent a room. Bottom 
Line: tents don’t last forever. 



The metaphor of an earthly tent is an apt image for our physical bodies also because tents are 
associated with journeys. As believers, we understand that life on this earth is a temporary state 
that we are passing through. It is not our ultimate destination. We understand that if our earthly 
tent, our body, is destroyed, then we have a building from God, not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens. In eternity, our temporary tent is replaced with a more permanent “building,” 
because heaven is our destination.  

While we are in this tent we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling. Notice that 
we are shifting to yet another metaphor: the metaphor of clothing. Your physical body is also 
like clothing you wear. This clothing will one day wear out. It will meet its expiration date. 
When this clothing is no longer fit to wear, will we be found naked or will we be further clothed? 
While we are still in this tent, we groan under the burden of our temporal existence, but we wish 
at our death not to be unclothed, but rather to be further clothed. Our longing is for our old 
clothing, our mortal life, to be swallowed up by life – eternal life, that is.  

Our inner nature, which is being renewed daily, will have a new wardrobe in heaven, new 
clothing in heaven. In other words, a new body, a spiritual body, but a body nevertheless. This is 
significant. The belief in a bodily existence in eternity is important. When we die, we are not like 
a drop of water that returns to the ocean from where it originated, losing all definition. In the 
Christian view of the afterlife, we do not lose our own unique consciousness. Our own unique 
individuality, our inner nature, is preserved in heaven.  

Think of the body we have now and its purpose. It is our interface with the beauty of nature and 
the joy of human companionship. The body we have is our earthen vessel. Earlier in the fourth 
chapter of 2 Corinthians Paul says, “We have this treasure in earthen vessels to show that the 
transcendent power belongs to God, not to us.” (2 Corinthians 4:7) Our bodies are containers of 
divine treasure. The body we have is what allows us to be the hands and feet of Christ. The body 
we have is a temple of the Holy Spirit within us through which we worship God. (1 Corinthians 
6:19) 

In the Christian tradition, we do not despise the human body. We remember that God’s Son took 
on flesh in the incarnation. We seek to make our humanity an asset in ministry. We call this 
viewpoint “incarnational.” Whenever a church seeks to be the hands, feet, and voice of Christ in 
the world through its witness and service, we say that church’s ministry is an incarnational 
ministry. Our body, as a vessel for the Holy Spirit, is expressive of our individual uniqueness, 
but through our faces, voices, arms, hands, and feet we are interacting, communicating, serving, 
blessing, and sharing. We are made to have an individual identity, but we are also, most 
assuredly, made for community and for love. This is why we do not despise our mortal bodies, 
but since they will eventually wear out, we want to be in a position to receive a new spiritual 
body. In heaven, in our spiritual body, we will enjoy for eternity both the gift of our uniqueness 
and the gift of community.  



This very thing is what God has prepared us for, and God has given us his Spirit as a guarantee. 
The indwelling of the Holy Spirit in our mortal bodies now is a sign and a guarantee of the Holy 
Spirit residing in the spiritual body that we will be given, which will be imperishable. (See also 1 
Corinthians 15:35-58 for even more about this.)  

So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we 
are away from the Lord – for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, 
and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are 
at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For all of us must appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in 
the body, whether good or evil. 

We are at home in our body. When our body wears out, however, and we enter into eternity, we 
will be where God dwells all in all. While we are at home in our current body, there is not the 
direct communion with God that we will enjoy in heaven, which means we are “away from the 
Lord” in some sense. One day in the future, we will be away from this body and at home with the 
Lord. So, we are always confident either way. 

So, whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please God. We want to be able to 
show that while we lived life in our bodies on earth, we lived in order to please God. We used 
our faces to show love and acceptance. We used our hands and feet to serve. We used our arms 
to embrace.  

There is a gospel song that says, “The dressing room is down here.” We want to be clothed with 
Christ while we walk the earth. We want to be clothed with Christ-like compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience. (Colossians 3:12) I think this is what the gospel song implies 
when it says that the dressing room is down here. You could also say that life on earth, while 
being a temporary assignment, is important in its own right because it is a dress rehearsal for 
heaven. We’re held accountable before Christ for what has been done in the body, whether good 
or evil. 

I keep coming back to the words: an eternal weight of glory that is beyond all measure. I keep 
thinking about the hymn by Charles Wesley, “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling,” because its 
focus seems to go back and forth between heaven and our earthly existence, until in the end we 
take our place in heaven when we will be lost in wonder, love, and praise. Think of it as a prayer. 

Love Divine, all loves excelling, 
 Joy of heaven, to earth come down; 
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
 All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion; 
 Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 



Visit us with Thy salvation, 
 Enter every trembling heart. 

Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 
 Into every troubled breast; 
Let us all in Thee inherit, 
 Let us find that second rest. 
Take away our bent to sinning; 
 Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 
 Set our hearts at liberty. 

Come, Almighty, to deliver, 
 Let us all Thy life receive; 
Suddenly return and never, 
 Never more Thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
 Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 
 Glory in Thy perfect love. 

Finish, then, Thy new creation; 
 Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 
 Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory 
 Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 
 Lost in wonder, love and praise! 

Dr. Jay Harris serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Ministerial Services for the South 
Georgia Conference. Email him at jharris@sgaumc.com.  

 

Praise with Music 

Fall Quarter: Celebrating God 

Sunday school lesson for the week of September 5, 2021  
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 

Lesson Scripture: Exodus 14:1-15:21 



Aims 

1. To understand the motivation of our praise. 
2. To understand the motivation of God in caring for us. 
3. To understand the power of music as a vehicle of praise. 

Personal word:  

The author of this lesson believes God is a infinite, personal, boundless spirit. God cannot be 
defined by gender. I try to use inclusive words if possible. However, I cannot address God with 
“it” and often sentences lose flow when another noun or pronoun is used. When a pronoun is 
necessary, I yield to the Biblical use of the masculine. “In Christ there is neither Jew or Greek, 
slave or free, male or female.” Gal. 3:28  

Preparation for Lesson: Each lesson from Scripture has its own context. It was inspired by God 
at a very definite time in human history, and in a manner people understood. A vessel was 
chosen to impart God’s truth, and the vessel had an audience to whom they wrote.  

The people of God in the time of the lesson had strong beliefs and theological understandings. 

Our lesson today exists within the Mosaic Book of Law Exodus. What was life like in this 
particular era? Israel is now a nomadic people. They have experienced the greatest historical and 
theological event in Jewish history, The Exodus. These nomads were headed to a specific 
destination. God promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob a promised land of opportunity and 
blessing. They traveled toward Canaan, where Mt. Zion would become the seat of God’s power 
and Israelite rule. Mt. Moriah is the place where Abraham offered Isaac in sacrifice. It will later 
become the Temple Mount. In their journey they would transport a portable tabernacle through 
the wilderness for worship. The Israelites are in a state of wandering and yet moving in the 
direction of a permanent home in Canaan. Israel’s own rebellion led to 40 years of wandering 
before entering the promised land under the leadership of Joshua.  

Many of the Israelites struggled with polytheism. The great gift of Holy Scripture is monotheism. 
There is one, and only one God. Deut. 6:4 says, “Hear O Israel, the Lord your God is one.” 
However, the historical background of the Hebrew tribe is steeped in polytheism, as are most 
tribes. Why was it so difficult to forsake polytheism for the new revelation of the one God 
revealed mightily in the Exodus? The Israelites were being asked to forgo a history of 
worshipping other gods, the same history as all who came before them. Recall the moment when 
the Israelite leaders fashioned a golden calf as Moses was receiving the decalogue from God. 
However, God never gives up on Israel. They are not only receiving the revelation that there is 
one God only, the Israelites are also witnessing signs and wonders that point to the one Lord. 
This great revelation in the Exodus continues until the incarnation of the Christ. Exodus is a 
book of law through which God is revealed. God is revealed through the Exodus event and the 
miraculous events that followed like the provision of manna and quail. Furthermore, the great 



design and moral order revealed in the Law are revelations of the nature and will of God. The 
Law reveals how Israel is to live before God and with one another. 

It is also important to understand a sharp distinction existed between the divine and human. 
Israelites were prohibited from looking upon God, thus they encounter angelic messengers that 
come as the “word of the Lord” and “angel of the Lord.” They serve as the Lord’s 
intermediaries. They cannot even speak God’s name. Thus, they use the term “Lord.” The 
Israelites spell God’s name as YWH. Notice the absence of vowels, rendering it impossible to 
pronounce. A person could not bridge the distance between God and humankind without 
invitation. Only God could bridge the gap. Repeatedly in Old Testament history God’s breaks 
into human history by choice for the purpose of revealing himself and his will. This bridging of 
the gap was accomplished fully in Christ. Prior to Jesus, God breaks into human history through 
signs, wonders, and the gift of “word” through angels, prophets and prophetesses.  

All of the above are important in studying today’s text and lesson. 

The Body 

Music 

Today’s lesson is concerned with praising God through music. Music implies both the 
instrumental and the lyrical. Music is old and primal. It is almost as if it is present soon after we 
were created. Some may even argue that it existed prior to our creation through the winds in the 
trees, the sound of the waters, and even through animals. Whatever the truth, music is old, and it 
is a gift. The Psalms in the Bible date back to Moses. 

It is also the most remarkable vehicle for memory and the expression of emotion. Music moves 
us. Many of us use music as a timeline for our life. We can remember where we were at a 
particular time and place. Most of us realize words in music are more easily remembered than 
words alone. I am most thankful that I remember the hymns, old and new, of the church. Hymns 
are rich in theology. The same was true for the Israelites. The book of Psalms was the Israelite 
hymnbook. The psalms recalled their history with God and the feelings they experienced. Psalms 
are filled with historical references and the feelings of people at the time and afterward. They 
recalled God in their life, along with the joy, salvation, and serenity God brings. Who cannot 
hear David’s serenity in Psalm 23?  

They are also confessional. We hear God’s people wrestling with their fears, feelings and sins. 
Read David’s confession in Psalm 51.  

Long before there were books there were songs and music. In worship, music allows us to pour 
out our hearts in praise, wonder, and thanksgiving. Through music we recognize the uniqueness 
of our God, the one true God. We also recognize our failings and sins, almost always followed 
by God’s loving choice to redeem us. 



The inspired author of songs and music wrote with purpose. There was and is a message they 
desire to be declared. Psalms call us to praise and pray. They call us to bow. They call us to look 
upward and inward. Furthermore, they also call us to look outward. They call us to recognize, 
understand and respond. 

Music is miraculous in and of itself. From one piano keyboard has come an inexhaustible 
number of songs. How can eight notes within seven octaves produce thousands of songs? Music 
is a wonder.  

We will study the underpinning of a psalm found in Exodus. Tradition teaches Moses is either 
the author or the one who recorded the song of Miriam in our lesson. I will refer to either Moses 
or Miriam as “the psalmist.” Furthermore, I prefer to use the term “psalm” rather than “song.” 

Recorded in Exodus 15:11-19 is a beautiful psalm of God’s redemptive activity for Israel. 

In what manner is music important to you? What purpose or purposes does music provide? Can 
you recall certain moments when music sustained you? Filled you with joy? Filled you with 
love? What role does music play in your church? 

Do you find knowing the theological and historical context of a song helpful? How? Can you 
share a hymn that is very important to you with the class, and why? Can you share a lyric from a 
hymn of praise that reveals a special facet of God’s nature? 

The Text 

The psalm declares the reasons God should be praised.  

1. Praise God who is over all! 

In verses 1-13 the listener encounters the reality of one God, great and powerful. The song opens 
with a pointed rhetorical question: “Who among the gods is like you, Lord?” Notice the term 
gods with a little “g.” Certainly, the created gods of wood and stone fill a human need, but suffer 
great limitations. The idols were touchable. People were not asked to fully believe in the 
invisible. One could lay their hands upon and look upon their gods. However, the worship of 
idols is often the worship of the self. They are a projection of our own wants, needs, and even 
fears. The worship of idols explained the mysteries of a tribe’s life. From where did we come? 
From where comes the lightening? Why does the sun rise and fall? Why does one tribe win a 
battle and another loses? 

The God of Israel is the creator. The creator controls all of nature and humankind. Every god is 
limited. One idol may explain the sun, but little else. Thus, we have gods of the sun, the water, 
the heavens, of war, etc. The God of Israel is Lord over all! “Who among the gods is like you, 
Lord?” The answer is “none!” 



The psalm continues as it describes the one God over all. We can better understand the power of 
the opening verses of the psalm by illuminating the adjectives and nouns. The author uses 
adjectives rich in meaning. God is majestic and awesome. The term majestic is a term of 
“royalty.” Kings were often referred to as “your majesty.” The proper definition for the word 
majesty is “impressive stateliness, dignity or beauty.” God, to the inspired author, is the king of 
all! God is to be revered, for the Lord sits with the greatest dignity. God is most beautiful, and 
the creator of everything beautiful in the cosmos.  

My young daughter once interrupted my yard work by showing me a little yellow wildflower. 
She asked, “Isn’t it pretty?” “Yes,” I responded, and continued my work. She then exclaimed, 
“But Dad, it is really pretty!” I then stopped and looked the flower over. It possessed dainty 
petals; yet, they could withstand strong wind. At its center were future wildflowers. Yes, it was 
really pretty! It is a mistake to describe God with words we rarely consider. God is majestic and 
beautiful. Yes, but God is really majestic and beautiful! 

The term awesome means to be sated, filled with awe. When one is awestruck, they are 
overwhelmed by what they witness. The body responds by growing still and the heart races. 
Usually, we are in awe of what we rarely see, of a person who embodies our highest values, or of 
a reality so beautiful it is indescribable. The God encountered by Israel in the Exodus and 
beyond is “overwhelming.” There is no reality greater. The Lord’s light is so brilliant it is 
blinding. God’s beauty is beyond description. God is the presence of purest love. Therefore, offer 
unto God all praise! 

The nouns offer further rich understanding of the Lord. The first noun is holiness. God is 
majestic in holiness. Holiness implies perfection. In God there exists no lack. God has no 
limitations, boundaries, or shortcomings. God’s love, justice, mercy, peace, and joy are perfect. 
We rarely experience absolute perfection. In our human life we live mostly in an imperfect 
world. Human sin and error affect so much of our life. Houses, skyscrapers, roads, bridges, and 
even relationships suffer in some degree. However, God is perfect, really perfect! Thus, God is 
perfect in majesty! 

The word “holiness” also implies being “set apart” from all imperfection. Prior to the gift of 
Jesus, God was understood as standing above and beyond us. Thus, the chasm to which I referred 
earlier exists. We fall “short of the glory of God.” Our human life falls short as well. Only God 
will bridge the chasm through revelations that break into human history through word, signs and 
wonders. Eventually, God breaks through perfectly and fully in Jesus Christ. Not only is God the 
only one to bridge the chasm, God chooses to enter our life and world.  

The second noun is “glory.” In my Greek exegesis class in seminary, I was assigned the task of 
conducting a word-study on the word glory. I researched every use of the term in the Old and 
especially the New Testaments. My research revealed the term is related to God’s nature and 
character. When we experience God’s glory, we are encountering God’s divine perfect character 



and nature. When Paul writes “Christ in you, the hope of glory,” he is stating that our only hope 
of being like Christ lies in Christ dwelling within us. In the psalm, God is “awesome in glory.” 
God’s nature and character still overwhelm us. When we are asked to give glory to God it is a 
call to praise God for whom God is. When we witness God’s glory, we are recognizing the 
Lord’s presence and nature in life. The activity of God in life is what we call a “wonder.” 

What other gods contend for your faith? For the soul of the world? What gives you hope in 
chaotic times? Is your hope grounded in the reality that God is over all? How do you live out 
this faith and hope? Have you witnessed such hope in another? Can you share an experience in 
the class in which you heard through music the glory and wonder of God? Has God used music 
to break into your life? How? How important is music to your daily walk with Christ? 

2. Praise God for his providential care! God is and always has been active in our life. The 
psalm reveals what our one, perfect God has done and will do for his people.  

A. God will break into human history with his right hand. The hand of God always refers to the 
Lord’s strength and power. That power and strength was revealed in the Exodus. It is 
interesting to note expressions of power in the Bible always use the metaphor of the “right 
hand.” Naturally, God is spirit. It is easy for some to imagine God as a man, a grandfatherly 
looking man. God isn’t man or woman. The Lord transcends both! However, we need 
metaphors to more deeply understand the divine at work in our finite world. We speak of 
God with terms like sitting on a throne, thrusting forth his right hand, dwelling in a holy 
house, etc. It is God who inspired our use of such terms. Even Jesus used what we see, 
touch and experience to reveal divine truth. His parables used birds, flowers, trees, 
vineyards, etc.  
The left hand does not represent weakness in the Bible. In some parts of the near-eastern 
world, to be left-handed was to be unclean. Some cultures even believed being left-handed 
meant you were from another spiritual world (usually evil). In the days of the witch hunts, 
left-handed people were often perceived as witches. God used left-handed people as well as 
right. Ehud is a great example. He delivers Israel from the Moabites because he is left-
handed. Over 90% of people in the world have always been right handed. It is usually the 
strongest arm. Naturally, God’s power is revealed with the term “right hand.”  

This psalm, like many in the book of Psalms, reveals the importance of the Exodus. The 
right hand of God burst into Israelite life as they escaped Egypt and crossed the sea; then, 
the hand withdraws as Israel’s enemy is “swallowed by the earth.” The psalm uses the plural 
“enemies.” Therefore, it is referring not just to Egypt, but to all enemies. As nomads, Israel 
experienced a violent world. They were not skilled warriors. They trusted God to deal with 
their enemies. In its own way, it is a statement of humility. The psalmist recognized they 
were often powerless. Actually, Israel safely navigated the wilderness because of their 
reputation. The Israelites were known as a people with a mighty God. Their God 
overpowered the pharaoh and parted the sea for their escape. Other tribes were not so much 
afraid of Israel, they were afraid of Israel’s God! This psalm is referring to actual, physical 



enemies. Enemies were an all-important concern in their violent world. Naturally, 
eradicating their enemies was paramount for them. 

Through Jesus we realized our enemies were also spiritual, and most often within us. I love 
the Pogo comic in which Pogo says, “We have seen the enemy and he is us.” However, the 
psalm proclaims God eradicates our enemies through the love of Christ.  

B. The psalmist now addresses the profound eternal reality that divine power acts out of the 
divine motivation of God’s love. Most people will agree love is the greatest power in the 
world. In the 1960s, a “love movement” occurred. The movement was especially active in 
popular music. A generation recognized what everyone has known for years, but hardly ever 
fully embraced. Love is the answer for fulfilment, healing, and peace. However, love was 
defined, and continues to be defined, in a myriad of ways. People were encouraging all to 
love, but few were asking, “What does it mean to love?” The Bible not only proclaims 
God’s gift of love in Christ, it also defines love. In the Old Testament, love began with the 
realization that God loved us. We learned God’s love bridges the chasm between us and 
God. It also bridges the gulf between ourselves and others. In the Mosaic Law we learned 
love values the community and its welfare. When one loves they do not encroach upon their 
neighbor’s property, family, and life. Love doesn’t kill or steal. Love was experienced in a 
social order that sought the best for everyone. After experiencing the redemptive love of 
God in the Exodus and receiving the gift of the Law, Israel now must remember all love 
begins and is sustained by God. Sing it loud, “God is love!” 
Now the psalm describes the nature of this love: it is unfailing. The first law of 
thermodynamics states: energy cannot be created or destroyed. Energy can only be 
transferred from one form to another. This same law relates to the energy of love. We did 
not create love, we received it. It was transferred from God to us, and we are called to 
transfer it to others. This love cannot be destroyed. God’s love doesn’t “wind down,” nor 
does it ever stop. Love, as it exists in the nature of God, is steady and constant.  

What metaphors in your life best describe God’s power and glory? Can you witness to a 
moment or time when God power was displayed in a manner that changed you? What do 
you think it means for God’s love to be unfailing? How powerful do you believe the church 
to be in “transferring” the energy of God’s love? Can you recall the person, place or time 
when God’s love was transferred from another into you? How can we transfer such love 
better? How is God’s love transferred through music?  

3. Praise God for his protective and sustaining power! The psalmist describes the coming 
reality for those who seek harm for God’s people. The nations will hear and tremble. The psalm 
is most certainly referring to news of the Exodus. As cited earlier, Israel is protected by its 
reputation. The nations hear of God’s mighty acts in freeing the Israelites. Their God was more 
powerful than their gods. Consequently, many were afraid to attack or oppose Israel. They 
tremble in fear at the very thought. But, it is important to realize God’s protective power for 
Israel was “being heard.” The acts of Israel’s God were being proclaimed. Few things are more 
powerful than our personal testimonies to what God has done in our life. Naturally, the 



proclaimed word is highly effective, however, each of us is a sign and wonder of what God has 
done. In Ephesians Paul describes us as God’s workmanship. The phrase in Greek reads, we are 
God’s “poema.” Each of us is a poem of God, with our own rhythm, rhyme and grace. However, 
we are written by God. We are the poetry and reputation of God in the world! 

Three nations are specifically mentioned: Edom, Philistia and Moab. Edom is the nation that 
emerged from Esau. Esau never really permanently reconciled with his brother Jacob. Thus, 
Edom was a long-term enemy of Israel. The second is Philistia, whose tribe was known as the 
Philistines. Philistia was the one tribe Israel did not cast out of the Holy Land. They were a 
powerful people regarding weaponry and war. The Philistines would become the major enemy of 
Israel for decades. The two nations engaged in perpetual war. Moab was the third nation. The 
Moabites were the descendants of Lot. Moab was a son of Lot, therefore there always existed a 
connection between the two nations. However, they engaged in perpetual war with Israel. Moab 
was one of the nations through which Israel traveled, being the stop just before entering Canaan. 
It was here that Moses died.  

Why are these three major enemies mentioned in the psalm? They were the most feared by 
Israel. In terms of warfare Israel appeared weak in contrast to the three. However, the psalmist 
reminds Israel they are sustained and supported by God, the God of the Exodus! Edom and 
Philistia would succumb to anguish and fear. Moab would tremble, for Israel followed the one 
true God! All of the nations of Canaan would melt away! They would stand still as stone as 
Israel passed before them. As Israel walked through the sea they would walk through their 
enemies! 

The mention of these tribes prepared Israel for the days to come. As Israel was saved by God 
from the Egyptians in the Exodus, they will be saved by God as they encounter Edom, Philistia 
and Moab. Praise God for the Lord’s sustaining power! 

What are spiritual enemies we face as a community of faith? What personal enemies within do 
we fight? What role does God play in these battles? Can you name a hymn that praises God for 
saving us from our enemies?  

4. Praise God for our future! 

Journey and faith are intertwined. As we follow the Lord we move into God’s glorious future for 
his people. The psalmist reveals God’s desire for his people. These desires of the Lord are the 
same today for the church. “You will bring them in.” God has always gathered his children and 
created community. We are not led to live solitary lives. We belong to God, thus, we belong to 
others. The church is a beautiful expression of the fulfillment of God’s desire. Next, the psalmist 
reveals that God desires we be “planted” in the Kingdom of God. No nation could physically 
survive in the violent world of the Israelites unless they were anchored. There had to be a 
foundation out of which they would act. The nation found this anchor in God, and more 
specifically through God’s messages through Moses. As the church, we are anchored in Christ. 



Jesus is the one common reality that draws us to God, and toward each other. The psalmist wants 
us to understand we did not arrive in the church on our own. God has always been drawing us 
through life’s experiences. Furthermore, we do not “plant” ourselves in the Kingdom. God plants 
us! The Lord uses pastors, teachers, and fellow Christians to plant us in the spiritual reality 
known in Scripture as the Kingdom of God.  

The psalmist, like most in his day, believed in the “house or sanctuary of God.” God was 
drawing and planting his people in the “house of the Lord.” Through Jesus we realize it isn’t a 
house of wood or stone; it is a “spiritual house” (read I Peter 2:5). Israel’s future was a land of 
promise. It would be a land of blessing, purpose, and worship. Notice, this is not a house we 
build. God not only called us together, he planted us in the spiritual reality of the Kingdom. The 
Church is the presence of God’s Kingdom on earth. Our destination is provided and established 
by God! Just as faith and journey are intertwined, so is our life and grace. Yes, “the Lord reigns 
forever and ever,” and over all!  

What hymn do you like that speaks of God’s promise of our future? When you imagine our 
“promised land,” what pictures come to mind? How does the promise of God’s future sustain 
and encourage you today? What do you think Peter meant when he reminds us we are part of 
spiritual house? In what way is our past, present and future in the faith connected? 

5. Praise God for our redemptive history! 

The psalmist closes with the recounting of the Exodus. God has done remarkable things for each 
of us. We can recall moments when the Lord touched and moved us. We were enlightened, 
calmed, comforted, and strengthened. Many of the psalms of Israel are anchored in the reality of 
the Exodus. For Israel, this was the greatest and highest redemptive act in their history. For us, 
Jesus is the greatest and highest redemptive act in our history and future. Like Israel, we have 
much to proclaim! We have our exodus from bondage and sin through Jesus Christ!  

Miriam is especially mentioned. Miriam was Moses’ and Aaron’s sister. In this song she is 
referred to only as Aaron’s. Most certainly this choice of wording has to do with Moses not 
having grown up with Miriam. He was in the house of Pharaoh. Naturally, Miriam and Aaron 
would have been emotionally closer. After the Exodus, Miriam was so overjoyed she took a 
timbrel in hand and began to sing and dance. The other women followed. Had we been standing 
there, imagine the sound of hundreds and hundreds playing instruments and singing praise to 
God! One thing would have made this music especially moving. The people were motivated to 
praise! They knew God was over all. They witnessed the love and power of God for themselves. 
Therefore, they make music! I love Miriam’s words of praise: 

“Sing to the Lord, for he is highly exalted,  

both horse and rider were thrown into the sea!” 



What is your greatest memory of the community praising God in song? What made that moment 
special? What do you believe was the state of heart of those singing? Can you recall you own 
personal heart as you sang? What made your participation special? 

Final Word 

The great Sidney Lanier wrote, “Music is love in search for a word.” What a beautiful 
description of music. I am moved to add, “and love has found its word in the Logos, Jesus 
Christ!” 

Prayer 

Almighty God, our words fail us. Your unfailing love and providence overwhelm us. Hear our 
feeble prayer. We praise you for our past, for our today, and for our future. You are 
unchangeable, ageless, as is your love. May we offer you praise in the morning and evening. 
May we praise you in the hour and in the minute. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com.  

 

The Heart of the Gospel 

PATHWAY TO HIS PRESENCE 
B.J. FUNK 

When I was a young girl, I stood by my mother at the kitchen sink and watched her as she 
separated stalks of celery, washing each piece before she gave it to us at supper. She taught me 
that there is a part of the celery stalk that has a sweeter taste than the rest of the stalks. When all 
of the stalks are pulled away, there lies within the celery a beautiful surprise. It’s called the heart 
of the celery, and it has a deeper, sweeter taste than the rest of the celery.  

As I stood watching, she always handed the heart to me because she knew I loved that particular 
part. And, to this day, I think of Mama when I pull out the heart and enjoy its full flavor. 

When I pull away the many meaningful parts of the gospel of Jesus Christ – love, peace, 
kindness, joy, patience, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control – there is at the center 
the heart of the gospel, a sufficient nourishment around which all these parts of the gospel live. 
That heart is called grace. 

I have been blessed so many times by the grace of God, that undeserved kindness and favor that 
came to me when I didn’t do anything to deserve it. Grace has guided me, led me, held me, and 
pointed me toward better days. Grace has surprised me, challenged me, helped me, and shown 



me how to move forward from one situation to the next. Grace is the heart of the gospel message, 
and because it is free, I can take grace into my spirit every day, many times a day.  

God’s grace is sufficient, and we are allowed the awesome privilege of receiving the very 
sufficient heart of the gospel every day. 

The Rev. B.J. Funk is associate pastor of Central UMC in Fitzgerald. Email her at 
bjfunk@bellsouth.net.  

 

Married States 

WHAT’S OLD IS NEW AGAIN 
ANNE PACKARD 

“On many accounts I should recommend to you marriage, rather than celibacy. You are of a 
social temper, and would find in a married state the difficulties of working out your salvation 
exceedingly lessened, and your helps as much increased.”  

These are some of the last words that General James Oglethorpe spoke to Rev. Charles Wesley 
prior to Wesley leaving the American colonies forever. Intentions to marry off a single minister? 
Whoever heard of such a thing?! What’s Old Is New Again. 

Charles Wesley hadn’t been entirely sure that coming to the American colonies was a good idea 
but his older brother John convinced him otherwise. “I took my degree, and only thought of 
spending all my days in Oxford,” Charles recalled years later. “But my brother, who always had 
the ascendant over me, persuaded me to accompany him and Mr. Oglethorpe to Georgia. I 
exceedingly dreaded entering into Holy Orders but he over-ruled me here also, and I was 
ordained deacon by the Bishop of Oxford, and the next Sunday, priest by the Bishop of London.” 

Charles Wesley’s time working for General Oglethorpe at Fort Frederica was truly horrific, and 
only a few weeks after landing on St. Simons Island, Charles wrote in his journal, “My few well-
wishers are afraid to speak to me. Some have turned out of the way to avoid me. Others desired I 
would not take it ill, if they seemed not to know me when we should meet. The servant that used 
to wash my linen sent it back unwashed.” Wesley’s time with Oglethorpe was marred by rumors, 
suspicions, and ill treatment of the young rector. Oglethorpe refused Wesley a proper tent, any 
kind of bed, and the use of a tea kettle during the summer he lived at Fort Frederica. Charles 
wrote in his journal, “My brother brought me of a resolution which honour and indignation had 
formed, of starving rather than asking for necessaries.” By the end of July, 1736, Charles Wesley 
sailed out of Savannah and would never return to America. 

However, I find General Oglethorpe’s final advice to this young minister, newly out of university 
and ordained, wonderful. Charles was in fact of a social temper, much more so than his older 



brother John, and Oglethorpe, with his experience in the military and Parliament, seems to 
forgive Charles of all the doubts and tribulations and leaves him with fatherly wisdom. The 
difficulties of working out one’s salvation are exceedingly lessened with a loving partner and the 
help Charles would derive from this happy union would increase. 

Thirteen years after Charles Wesley left America, he would marry Sarah Gwynne and they 
would spend the rest of his life together. Charles described his proposal to Sarah, known as 
Sally, in this manner, “At night my dearest Sally, like my guardian angel attended me. In the 
loving openness of my heart, without premeditation I asked her ‘if she could trust herself with 
me for life,’ and with a noble simplicity she readily answered me ‘she could.’” On his wedding 
day, Charles wrote in his journal, “Not a cloud was to be seen from morning till night. I rose at 
four; spent three hours and a half in prayer, or singing, with my brother, with Sally, with Becky. 
At eight I led MY SALLY to church.”  

Their lives were not what one would call easy or simple. Sarah, who came from a wealthy Welsh 
family, overlooked Charles’s meager finances to accept his marriage proposal. Of their eight 
children, only three survived infancy and Sarah was left unrecognizable by a bout with smallpox 
which she is lucky to have survived. Charles, having been born prematurely, was known to be 
often sick and stopped traveling great distances in 1756 due to his illnesses, but their marriage is 
thought to be one of the few happy unions in the Wesley family. Sarah would travel with the 
brothers while they ministered to the newly formed Methodist societies and would care for 
Charles when he fell ill.  

So, for all the newly graduated and ordained Methodist ministers, may I offer General James 
Oglethorpe’s advice from 1736. “I should recommend to you marriage, rather than celibacy. You 
are of a social temper, and would find in a married state the difficulties of working out your 
salvation exceedingly lessened.” 

Anne Packard serves as Conference Historian and director of the Arthur J. Moore Methodist 
Museum on St. Simons Island. Contact her at director@mooremuseum.org.  

 

Five words that are killing Methodism in South Georgia 

By Dr. Derek McAleer, Director of Administrative Services 

There are five little words that, when put together a certain way, are killing Methodism in South 
Georgia: We’re just a small church.  

These five words have acquired a certain power, and I am ready to see their influence taken 
away.   



These five words can be used as a way to excuse, to defend, and to dismiss. But their real impact 
is felt when the words take the heart out of mission, evangelism, and worship. When given 
credibility, these words can sap the will and vitality of a church. 

We say “we’re just a small church” as if: 

• this excuses lack of effort (“we're just a small church, so we can’t ...”). 
• this explains why we don’t grow (“no one wants to come to a small church because…”). 
• being a small church is somehow a fault or a flaw. 
• “small” equals “no potential,” “no capacity,” or “no options.” 
• something small cannot be responsible. 
• something small doesn’t need to strive for excellence. 
• something small cannot lead.  
• God’s expectations are lower for a small church than any other kind of church. 

Small colleges do not dismiss themselves. They promote their strengths – small class size and 
personal attention from professors. They strive to be the very best small college. 

Small banks do not dismiss themselves. They promote the services they can offer and the 
customer attention they can provide to their communities. They strive to the be the very best 
small bank. 

Small laboratories do not dismiss themselves. They determine they will offer essential insight 
and groundbreaking advances in their lab. They strive to the be the very best small laboratory. 

Small law firms do not dismiss themselves. I wouldn’t go to an attorney who said, “We don’t 
worry about every little word in our wills because we’re just a small firm. Our wills are good 
enough for us.” No, they look at every single word. They strive to the be the very best small law 
firm. 

Hear me, small churches: Do not dismiss yourselves! Strive to be the very best small church. 

There is no such thing as “just” a small church. In the South Georgia Conference, 44 percent of 
our churches have 25 or fewer people in attendance on a Sunday morning (67 percent have less 
than 50). When these churches are deceived into thinking they are “just” a small church, the 
impact is great. Small churches are important – in South Georgia and in the Kingdom of God. 

Friends, small churches CAN be effective in their mission. They CAN have excellence in their 
teaching and Bible study. Their worship services CAN bring people to the throne of grace. They 
CAN impact their communities for the gospel. 

Let’s shake off this “we’re just a small church” mentality and flex our spiritual muscles. Let’s 
take away the influence of these five words and seek ways we can BE THE CHURCH!  



 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – August 2021 

8/02 – Roger Mays: 1418 Eason Stalvey Rd.; Hahira, GA 31632  
8/05 – Gordon Dukes: 126 Nelson Ave.; Garden City, GA 31408  
8/05 – Joe Romigh: 3055 Cabernet Court; Cumming, GA 30041  
8/06 – Rick Holt: 286 Knoll Rd.; Thomasville, GA 31757 
8/07 – Wayne Anthony: 5830 Wiltshire Dr.; Columbus, GA 31909 
8/07 – B.G. Roberts, Sr.: PO Box 3207; Brunswick, GA 31521  
8/07 – Ricky Varnell: 11025 Sunbury Rd.; Claxton, GA 30417 
8/08 – Don Adams: 1104 Wingate Street; Dublin, GA 31021  
8/08 – Jim Nelson: 3584 Hidden Acres Dr.; Atlanta, GA 30340  
8/09 – Creede Hinshaw: 719 Mulberry St.; Macon, GA 31201 
8/09 – Byron Scott: 740 Bethel Rd.; Surrency, GA 31563 
8/10 – Allison Rhodes: 18 Lenox Pointe NE, Suite B; Atlanta, GA 30324  
8/10 – Shareon Womack: 404 Bobby Ray Rd.; Reidsville, GA 30453 
8/13 – Mike Huling: 514 Earl Ave.; Claxton, GA 30417  
8/15 – Nathan Godley: 322 E. Oglethorpe Ave.; Savannah, GA 31401  
8/15 – Charles Houston, Jr.: 505 Fort King George Dr.; Darien, GA 31305  
8/16 – Dick Reese: 6593 Patriot Dr.; Columbus, GA 31909  
8/17 – D. Eugene Pollett: 30 Branson Mill Dr. NW; Cartersville, GA 30120  
8/19 – Jim Giddens: 4 Cottenham Circle; Savannah, GA 31411 
8/19 – Jeffery Seeley: 3301 Stinsonville Rd.; Macon, GA 31204 
8/19 – John H. Stephens: 881 Nesbitt Rd.; Pavo, GA 31778 
8/20 – Cleo Gilchrist: 108 Easy St.; Dublin, GA 31021 
8/20 – Dave Hanson: 106 George T. Morris Cir.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522  
8/20 – Bev King: 140 Long Pines Circle; East Dublin, GA 31027 
8/21 – John Eckert: 237 Bartholomew Blvd.; Jeffersonville, IN 47130  
8/22 – Jesse France: 514 I.G. Lanier Rd.; Pembroke, GA 31321  
8/22 – John Powell: 2728 Moore’s Station Rd. #17; Dublin, GA 31021 
8/22 – Steve Vinson: 3212 Norcrest Dr.; Oklahoma City, OK 73121-1842 
8/23 – Joe Johnston: 2109 W. Gramercy Dr.; Green Valley, AZ 85622 
8/24 – Jim Burgess, III: 661 East Plum St.; Jesup, GA 31546  
8/24 – Sam Lamback, Jr.: 821 Wesleyan Dr.; Macon, GA 31210  
8/25 – Charles Puryear: 106 Sandra St.; Thomasville, GA 31792  
8/25 – Elliott Sams: 6400 Poplar Ave.; Memphis, TN 38197  
8/26 – Ashley Randall: 801 Silver Leaf Dr.; Winston-Salem, NC 27103 
8/28 – David Carter: 102 Rivoli Oaks Circle; Macon, GA 31210  
8/28 – Robert Clark: 2022 E Pinetree Blvd.; Thomasville, GA 31792  
8/30 – Jenny Jackson-Adams: 17 Lands End Dr.; Greensboro, NC 27408  
8/31 – Lynn Hurley: PO Box 26; Attapulgus, GA 39815  
8/31 – Willie Beasley: 4451 Mahan Dr.; Valdosta, GA 31632 



 

Scripture Readings – Aug. 17 edition 

August 22 
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Kings 8:(1, 6, 10-11) 22-30, 41-43 
Psalm 84 (UMH 804) 
Ephesians 6:10-20 
John 6:56-69 

August 29 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Song of Solomon 2:8-13 
Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 
James 1:17-27 
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

September 5 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
Psalm 125 
James 2:1-10 (11-13), 14-17 
Mark 7:24-37 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 8/17/2021 edition  

Online Basic Lay Servant Ministries Training – Aug. 17, 19, 24, 26 
Lay Servant training is designed to educate those persons interested in stretching their faith to 
participate more fully in the ministries of the church. They have three main areas of focus: 
Leading, Caring, and Communicating. The basic class is based on Cokesbury’s book, “Lay 
Servant Ministries Basic Course,” which teaches a basic understanding of ministry in the United 
Methodist Tradition. Included in the course is the following: Wesleyan Tradition and 
Foundations, Spiritual Gifts, Servant Leadership, Caring Ministries, Communicating, and 
Sharing Your Faith. You must complete all of the scheduled dates to complete your training. To 
participate you will need either a cell phone that will allow you to download the Zoom app 
(please do so ahead of time) or a laptop, a steady wi-fi connection, and a willingness to learn in a 
modern way. Registration fee for the class is $25. For more information, contact Anne Bosarge 
at anne@thechapelministries.com. Register  



Fall 2021 Certified Lay Ministry Training, Leesburg – Sept. 11, Sept. 25, Oct. 2, Oct. 23, 
Nov. 6, Nov. 20 
In this six-session course, held at The Pointe in Leesburg, participants will develop a team of 
leaders and supporters within their current congregation who will encourage them throughout the 
course and beyond. Through the classes, they’ll build relationships with other South Georgia lay 
leaders and learn, practice, implement, share, and be inspired to take what they’ve learned and 
put it into action. The coursework includes holistic ministry training covering the following 
topics: worship, discipleship, preaching and teaching, congregational care, communication, 
organizational and personal leadership, and the United Methodist connection. The cost for the 
class is $300 per person, which includes lunch, snacks, and curriculum materials for the entire 
course. If you have questions or need more information, please contact Anne Bosarge at 
anne@thechapelministries.com. Register 

Online Advanced Lay Servant Ministries Training – Sept. 14, 16, 21, 23 
Lay Servant training is designed to educate those persons interested in stretching their faith to 
participate more fully in the ministries of the church. They have three main areas of focus: 
Leading, Caring, and Communicating. The advanced class, based on Cokesbury’s book, “Each 
One a Minister,” by William Carter, is a study of the book of Ephesians and what it teaches us 
about how we are called to use our spiritual gifts. Advanced LSM Training includes learning 
how to put your spiritual gifts into service.  This training will be offered via Zoom. You must 
complete all of the scheduled dates to complete your training. To participate, you will need either 
a cell phone that will allow you to download the Zoom app (please do so ahead of time) or a 
laptop, a steady wi-fi connection, and a willingness to learn in a modern way. Registration fee 
for the class is $25. (Note: Basic Lay Servant class must be completed before taking Advanced 
Class.) For more information contact Anne Bosarge at anne@thechapelministries.com. Register 

Methodist Children’s Home Work Day Offering – Sept. 19 
Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special Work Day Offering to 
support the ministry of The Methodist Home for Children and Youth. To learn more about this 
incredible ministry of our conference visit www.themethodisthome.org.  

 

 


