
SOUTH GEORGIA ADVOCATE – SEPTEMBER 7 EDITION 

Q & A with Bishop David Graves  

Episcopal leader of the South Georgia Area 

As Bishop Graves began his service as the new episcopal leader of the South Georgia 
Conference in 2021, the Advocate asked him a series of questions to get to know him and his 
guiding principles. 

ADVOCATE: Welcome to South Georgia, Bishop Graves! We’ve watched you lead and 
serve our neighbors in the Alabama-West Florida Conference for the past five years. What 
are your plans and goals as you begin this new, unique season?  

BISHOP GRAVES: I plan to spend part of our time at the Episcopal residence in Macon as 
Nancy and I are excited to also call Macon home. I have plans to meet clergy and laity this fall at 
district meetings and to connect with as many people as we can in the midst of the COVID 
journey. My goal is to help give leadership to pastors and laity so that they can win people to 
Christ and make disciples. It is essential that I empower leaders to help the church be the church 
to the community that is dealing with many systemic issues.  

ADVOCATE: We welcome, Nancy, to South Georgia, too! Tell us about your family.  

BISHOP GRAVES: Nancy and I have been married for 40 years. We have two children. 
Casey is married to Bryan and Gregg is married to Tracy. We have three grandchildren: 
Brooks, Lucy, and Hannah. All of my family lives in the East Tennessee area. My parents are 
both living and reside in Knoxville, Tenn. and are transitioning to a retirement home in the 
coming weeks.  

ADVOCATE: What’s your faith journey?  

BISHOP GRAVES: I was born into the Methodist Episcopal South church, confirmed as a 
United Methodist and have always said I was going to church nine months before I was born. 
When I was 21 I experienced my heartwarming moment to lean into God’s call for full-time 
ministry in the UMC. There’s never been a thought about being something else. I was a church 
custodian and as I was turning the lights off in the sanctuary and pulpit area, I felt God’s calling 
on my life to be in full-time ministry. I’ve been following Christ for the last 42 years. 

ADVOCATE: The South Georgia Conference and the Alabama-West Florida Conference 
are close geographically but also in other ways. Do you see the two conferences partnering 
in ministry or in other ways?  



BISHOP GRAVES: Our UMC connection is one of our strengths. We have gifted clergy, 
laity, and conference staff in both conferences. We want to network and share resources 
when appropriate yet keep our conference identities.  

ADVOCATE: Sharing Jesus and leading people to Jesus is your passion. How do you 
live that passion out as a bishop?  

BISHOP GRAVES: This is encapsulated in my personal purpose statement which is, “winning 
people to Christ; seeing the unseen, transforming lives; and changing this corner of the world.” 
It’s how I’ve led as a pastor and district superintendent, and how I will lead as a bishop. I’m 
more focused about living out Matthew 25 and Matthew 28:18-20. I believe that is what is so 
desperately needed for our churches to model in this season of uncertainty with COVID, racial 
tension, political divide, and general unrest. We are called to be the apostolic church to share 
God’s love.  

ADVOCATE: Taking on the responsibility of episcopal leadership of two conferences is no 
small task. How can the laity and clergy of South Georgia pray for you?  

BISHOP GRAVES: Thank you for praying for my family and me. I’m a firm believer that we 
live life as a team. Marriage is a team and I’m blessed with a great partner in Nancy as well as a 
supportive family. It’s important that as clergy and laity we work as a team and focus on the 
great commission. That is where I need people to focus their prayer time – that we work 
together for the greater cause.  

ADVOCATE: In these five years, you’ve led through a global pandemic, several natural 
disasters, racial division and unrest, and more. Where do you see hope? What do you see 
as the local church’s role in all of this?  

BISHOP GRAVES: I see hope in God’s people filled with the Holy Spirit and the love of 
Christ in their hearts. The heartbeat of ministry is in our local churches. They have the 
relationships with those in our communities to be able to reach people for Christ. From my 
perspective the annual conference exists to serve the local church. It’s where I will put my 
efforts and time into helping our local churches be all they can be to their communities. 

ADVOCATE: What do you like to do in your free time? What are your hobbies and 
interests?  

BISHOP GRAVES: In my free time I like to sleep in my recliner! One of my spiritual 
disciplines is walking five miles a day. It allows me to restore myself mentally and physically 
while also serving as a time of exercise, prayer and decompressing. My goal is to walk 2,500 
miles in 2021 and I most likely will surpass that. During holidays and vacation time I find 
myself enjoying our home in Chattanooga and spending time outside. I enjoy yard work and 
landscaping. I’m a huge Atlanta Braves fan … have been for 53 years and still love the 



Tennessee Vols despite their athletic unrest. I like to say we’re an academic school now! I also 
love anything chocolate although that shouldn’t be a hobby, per se.  

Thank you for the opportunity to tell a little bit more about myself, and I look forward to 
hearing your stories and the great ministry occurring in our local churches.  

 

Brunswick First UMC team focuses on creation care, conservation 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Wednesday Night Suppers are nearly as Methodist as the itineracy. 

But in many United Methodist churches, when the food comes out, so do piles of plastic and 
Styrofoam. Foam plates, plastic bowls, and foam cups. And it all ends up in the trashcan and 
then in a landfill. 

Looking around her church’s Wednesday Night Supper, Kathryn Schiliro wanted to do better. 

“I noticed that we were using a lot of Styrofoam. Everybody likes coffee and we use a lot of 
Styrofoam cups,” said Schiliro, a member of Brunswick First United Methodist Church. “I did 
some research and saw that it takes Styrofoam at least 500 years to decompose.” 

Schiliro spoke with fellow church members and Brunswick First UMC pastor Rev. Bill 
Culpepper about her concerns. With Rev. Culpepper’s blessing, the group formed the church’s 
environmental task force, dubbed “The Green Team.” 

After a well attended community meeting this past spring, they’ve organized the Golden Isles 
branch of Precious Plastic, an international organization that offers open-source tools and 
machines to promote, collect, recycle, and repurpose plastic. 

Through the Green Team and Precious Plastics, Schiliro hopes to help raise awareness of plastic 
and foam usage in the community and be better stewards of God’s creation. 

“It’s one step we can take to decrease the plastic in our church and community,” she said. 

Where, though, does faith fit into recycling and the work of the Green Team? 

Believers are called to be the caretakers of creation, not just consumers, said Alexandria Tipton, 
director of Brunswick First UMC’s children and youth ministry and a member of the church’s 
Green Team. 

“We’re created in (God’s) image and we’re given authority over all these things,” she said. 

Schiliro agrees, saying humans are to be stewards of God’s creation. 



“God created this – all of this, all of us – and we’re responsible for the ways that we use the earth 
and misuse the earth,” she said. “So we’ve got to come together and take steps to prevent further 
damage and try to undo some of the damage we’ve done.” 

Through Precious Plastic, the Brunswick First UMC Green Team hopes to connect with other 
like-minded individuals and begin raising money; building machines; and collecting the plastic 
that can then be shredded, extruded, and made into new products. 

While its Precious Plastic initiative is one way the Brunswick First UMC’s Green Team is caring 
for creation, it’s just one facet of the church’s creation care program. 

The team is working with Georgia Interfaith Power and Light to conduct a power audit of the 
church, the congregation has begun using coffee mugs instead of foam cups, and they’re 
continually evaluating their usage and waste, Schiliro said. 

“Creation is near and dear to my heart, and caring for it is one of the places where I feel like I 
can serve God best.” 

 

South Georgia UMW stays connected virtually 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

As women of deep faith who put their beliefs and love into action on behalf of others, the South 
Georgia Conference’s United Methodist Women weren’t going to let a global pandemic or a 
capsized cargo ship off the coast of St. Simons Island thwart their mission, fellowship, and 
spiritual growth efforts. 

But after nearly a year of cancelled meetings, mission studies, and retreats, they knew they had 
to pivot and think differently about how to gather. 

And now, meeting through a “little box on a computer screen” is keeping them connected at a 
time when they can’t be together in person.   

“Without Zoom, I don’t know where we’d be,” said South Georgia United Methodist Women 
President Carol Banks. 

Staying connected – to one another and to their faith – is at the heart of United Methodist 
Women, said Banks and Becky Britton, South Georgia’s Dean of Mission u. Using virtual tools 
like Zoom has helped the women stay engaged and involved. 

After hosting a few successful UMW Leadership Team meetings via Zoom, a conference wide 
one day mission study was held this past February. About 100 women participated. 



“That was our very first foray into the Zoom world outside of the leadership meetings,” Banks 
said. “We were just thrilled by the turnout.” 

With assistance from Conference Communications Director Kelly Roberson and Allison Lindsey 
and Suzanne Akins from the Office of Connectional Ministries, South Georgia’s United 
Methodist Women decided to host this year’s Mission u via Zoom. Last year’s event was 
cancelled by the national office because of the coronavirus pandemic. Held annually at Epworth 
By The Sea on St. Simons Island, this year’s gathering had to be reimagined this year because 
the retreat center was closed to guests while housing the Golden Ray’s cargo ship’s salvage 
workers. 

The women didn’t want to miss out on the fellowship and spiritual growth the event provided, 
though. 

“We’re very loyal to Epworth By The Sea; they’re so good to us and we didn’t want to go 
anywhere else, so we decided to go virtual,” Britton said. “I was really concerned about it at first, 
but it turned out really well.” 

As usual, the 2021 Mission u offered two sessions. Session one, held virtually over two 
Saturdays in July, studied “Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom” by Darryl W. Stephens. Session 
two, held virtually over two Saturdays in August, studied “PUSHOUT: The Criminalization of 
Black Girls in School” by Monique W. Morris. 

While a virtual event wasn’t ideal, it was important to stay connected to one another and give 
United Methodist Women an opportunity to gather and learn. 

“I’ve known a lot of these women for 15 to 20 years. I miss them and I want to see them, even if 
it’s in a little box on my computer screen,” Britton said. “That’s better than nothing. It’s really 
important to be connected to each other; it’s very, very important to us.” 

In addition to Mission u, South Georgia’s United Methodist Women partnered with their North 
Georgia counterparts and Georgia Interfaith Power and Light to host Just Energy, a series of 
three virtual creation care workshops. 

They’ll also host two more virtual meetings this year: a district officer training on Oct. 2 and 
their Annual Meeting on Oct. 16.  

Banks said that, while everyone would rather be together in person, the virtual meetings have 
been a blessing. 

“They’ve kept us going during this pandemic,” she said. “It’s meant a great deal to be able to 
pivot and offer these classes online. Part of our purpose is that we’re going to be a community of 
women, and it’s hard to do that when you can’t get together. It’s meant a lot to everybody, the 



members and the leadership, to see each other’s faces on the screen. I think that gave us a little 
push to go forward.”  

 

SEJ College of Bishops appoints Dr. Brad Brady as SEJ Conference secretary 

During their virtual meeting Thursday, Aug. 19, the Southeastern Jurisdiction’s College of 
Bishops appointed Dr. Brad Brady to serve as the Southeastern Jurisdiction Conference 
Secretary, effective upon current secretary Anne Travis’ retirement Sept. 1. 

This is not a new role for Dr. Brady, who retired in June as senior pastor of Perry United 
Methodist Church in the South Georgia Conference. In 2008, he was elected to serve as the 
2009-2012 Jurisdictional Conference Secretary, with primary responsibilities being the planning 
and implementation of the 2012 Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference Session. He assisted 
Joetta Rinehart during the 2008 Jurisdictional Conference and began serving through the 
quadrennium in preparation for the 2012 Conference session. He also assisted Travis during the 
2016 session and 2021 virtual session. 

“Dr. Brady is well known and highly respected throughout the Southeastern Jurisdiction for his 
leadership,” said Bishop R. Lawson Bryan, president of the College of Bishops and episcopal 
leader of the South Georgia Conference. “He has previously served as the SEJ secretary, and we 
know his background and experience will be especially valuable at this time.” 

Dr. Brady’s years of experience and leadership will be an asset during these challenging times, 
Bishop Bryan said.  

“The 2008 session approved a new structure for the Jurisdiction,” Dr. Brady said. “It was a time 
of transition and ‘building the plane while we were flying it.’ It was a pleasure working with 
leaders across the jurisdiction to support the ministries of our connection. I see this next 
quadrennium as another time of transition. No one knows what the future holds. In the meantime, 
I am committed to doing all I can to support the jurisdictional leaders as they carry out their 
work, and to fulfill the administrative functions necessary for our shared life together.” 

The College of Bishops also expressed its appreciation to Travis for her nine years of service to 
the SEJ. She served as Assistant Secretary in 2012 and Secretary from 2012-2021. A lay person 
from the Holston Conference, Travis also served as the Director of Connectional Ministries in 
Holston from 2000-2013. 

During the 2021 Special Session of the Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference, held virtually 
July 21, Bishop James Swanson, who presided over the conference, thanked Travis for her many 
years of service and how she has helped the jurisdiction navigate conference life.  



“She has helped us create a conference experience that is thoughtful, beautiful, and meaningful,” 
he said. “Her attention to detail and protocol is matchless. If you place that beside her deep love 
of Christ and her deep love of The United Methodist Church and her many years as a preacher’s 
kid, Anne has faithfully served an important role.   

“Anne, thank you. You are worthy of recognition and honor for all you have done.” 

Dr. Brady also acknowledged Travis for her servant leadership to the jurisdiction and The United 
Methodist Church. 

“I have known Anne Travis since late 2000 as we both served as Directors of Connectional 
Ministries in our respective Annual Conferences,” he said. “Anne has always been a wonderful 
colleague and a treasured friend. Anne brought significant gifts and experiences to her role as 
Jurisdictional Secretary. She is a person who sees the big picture and the many minute details 
required for this role. Anne has served our Jurisdiction with distinction and each of us should be 
grateful for her tireless efforts.” 

During the meeting, the SEJ College of Bishops also announced that beginning Sept. 1, Bishop 
Sue Haupert-Johnson will serve as president of the College and Bishop Jonathan Holston will 
serve as Secretary.  

 

New BOTH/AND webinar offers hybrid worship training 

After more than a year and a half of hybrid worship, many churches feel a mix of exhilaration 
and exhaustion when thinking about continuing to offer both online and in-person options for 
worship. 

Now more than ever, both are needed to reach people for Christ, church leaders say. 

Join Connectional Ministries and Jason Moore for a follow up to last year’s popular BOTH/AND 
webinar. BOTH/AND: To Be Continued will focus on why hybrid worship should carry on, how 
to continue to iterate, and will provide tangible handles on how to do it well. This brand new 90-
minute training brings all new content focused on the why, how, and what we can do to run the 
next leg of this very important race. 

“I am so proud of our clergy and laity who have risen to the challenge of creating powerful and 
transformative worship experiences where no one feels like they are an afterthought,” said Kelly 
Roberson, Connectional Ministries Team Leader. “Our local churches have made great strides 
over the last year and half as they have learned new skills, invested in new technology, and 
sought to reach people in new and creative ways. I’m excited to have Jason walk alongside us 
once again as we build on the things we have already learned and implemented and look ahead to 
what more we can be doing in this Both/And environment.”  



The webinar, scheduled for Tuesday, October 12 at 10 a.m., will include:  

• An invitation to determine your WHY for BOTH/AND worship 

• 13 reasons why BOTH/AND must continue  

• Answer to the “what if they don’t come back to the building” question 

• How to create a BOTH/AND Think Tank at your church 

• How to build an intentional chat strategy in order foster real relationships  

• BOTH/AND pro tips 

• Q&A 

More information | Register 

 

Bishop’s Initiative for Children and Poverty grants available to local churches 

The South Georgia Conference, through the Office of Connectional Ministries and the 
Conference Outreach Team, is offering grants of up to $2,000 to local churches for ministries 
focused on children and poverty. 

The application deadline is October 15, 2021. Projects must be completed between December 
2021 and July 2022. Ministries or projects may be ongoing or new. 

“It is exciting to think about funding these projects which can have such a helpful impact,” said 
Dr. Derek McAleer, Director of Administrative Services. “This is another area in which being a 
connectional church is so good – we are able to jointly share in ministry, so our impact is 
broader. Every church in our conference has children of families in poverty nearby – and we can 
help! Plus, we can sometimes kickstart a ministry in a local church which then goes on for 
years.” 

To apply, those interested must fill out an application, agree to keep an account of how the funds 
are used and send the report to Connectional Ministries, write a one-page reflection to be used by 
Connectional Ministries, submit at least two high-resolution photographs, and agree to be 
highlighted in South Georgia Conference publications and news releases. 

Funding for the grants is available through the Bishop’s Initiative for Children and Poverty, to 
which local churches have supported generously over the years.  

“Our South Georgia local churches are doing incredible ministry as they reach out to their 
community with the love of Christ,” said Kelly Roberson, Connectional Ministries Team Leader. 



“Through this grant, we want to invest back into the local churches as they continue ministry to 
children in lower income areas or dream of new ministry possibilities. It is exciting to think 
about how these grants can make a huge impact all across South Georgia.”  

Apply for the Bishop’s Initiative for Children and Poverty grant 

 

Registration open for fall children's and youth retreats 

Registration is now open for KidzQuest, the Conference's annual fall children’s retreat for 
students in third through sixth grades, and Encounter, the Conference's annual youth retreat for 
students in sixth through twelfth grades.  

KidzQuest is scheduled for October 15-17, 2021, at Camp Jekyll 4-H Center on Jekyll Island, 
Georgia for 3rd-6th grade students and is limited to 250 participants. Information I Register 

Encounter Youth Retreat, for 6th-12th grade students, will take place November 19-21, 2021, 
at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. Information I Register 
 
www.sgaumc.org/kidzquest I www.sgaumc.org/encounter 

 

A great adventure 

FROM THE BISHOP 
DAVID GRAVES 

In an introductory greeting to the South Georgia Conference, Bishop David Graves said he looks 
forward to serving with the clergy and laity of the conference. “Thank you for allowing us to 
come and be a part of you. We look forward to our adventure together; it should be a great 
adventure.” Watch his video greeting here. 

 

Praise in Dance 

Fall Quarter: Celebrating God 
Unit 1: God’s People Offer Praise 

Sunday school lesson for the week of September 12, 2021  
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 

Lesson Scripture: 2 Samuel 6 



Key Scripture: David and all Israel were celebrating with all their might before the Lord, with 
castanets, harps, lyres, timbrels, sistrums, and cymbals. (2 Sam. 6:5 NIV) 

Aims 

1. To explore the power of renewal. 
2. To explore the importance of the sacred in life. 
3. To explore the beauty of an expressive heart, especially through dance 

Context 

History 

The first king of Israel, Saul, has died. David has assumed the throne. The period of the Judges 
represented Israel’s gradual move away from the Covenant. Genesis reveals a repeated pattern of 
God blessing humankind, only to have them sin and fall away. Thus, the Hebrews arrived at the 
conclusion they were helpless in attempting to live justly and lovingly before God. 
Consequently, God introduces the eternal covenant with Abraham, Sarah, and their descendants. 
I refer to this covenant as the Covenant. The book of Judges records Israel’s disregard for the 
Covenant. It is a book of Israel’s failures, followed by God’s salvation and restoration through a 
judge. A judge was military leader who often served as a spiritual guide. The people of Israel 
desired a king like the surrounding nations and eventually crowned Saul. Saul suffered horribly 
from what seems to be a bipolar illness. His mood swings from rage to joy, often in an instant. 
After his death David is formally crowned king. II Samuel documents David’s reign. Our text 
occurs within this context.  

David 

Few O.T. characters are more beloved and known than David. David was born in Bethlehem and 
worked as a shepherd. David proves to be a great musician/poet and will later pen many of our 
favorite psalms. As a young teen he proves himself to be a courageous warrior by confronting 
Goliath the Philistine. It was during this confrontation that David bonds with Jonathan, Saul’s 
son. God will choose David from the house of Jesse to follow Saul as king. David is one of most 
“personal” people in the O.T. We relate easily to his triumphs and failures. He is unafraid to bare 
his heart. David is known as the “man after God’s own heart.” Though he is a mighty warrior 
and great king, he has feet of clay. His ability to fail is most evident in his encounter with 
Bathsheba. David has an affair with Bathsheba which leads to the indirect murder of her husband 
Uriah. David and Bathsheba lose their child to death. He believes it because of his sin. David 
pours out his heart in confession in the 51st Psalm. David’s psalms have moved us and touched 
most of our life.  

Do you have a favorite psalm of David? Which one and why? On what occasion or occasions do 
you most read the psalms of David?  



The Ark of the Covenant  

Our text represents David’s joy in capturing and relocating the Ark of the Covenant. However, 
his joy also emerges from his personal restoration with God. David and the young men of Israel 
went to Baalah in Judah in order to relocate the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem. Baalah stood 
about 8 miles west from Jerusalem. The ark had been there for 20 years. The ark was located in 
the house of Abinadab. Placing the ark upon a cart, they began the transport. The ark began to 
slide when one of the oxen stumbled, and Uzzah, son of Abinadab, placed his hand upon the ark 
in order to steady it. Touching the ark was forbidden and Uzzah immediately died. Whether God 
took Uzzah to serve as an example for the community or Uzzah died of a heart attack from fear 
is debated. We cannot fully understand how afraid a person was in David’s day of violating the 
holy. The first expression of those who believed they saw God or stepped in the realm of the 
divine was “Woe is me!” Anger arose within David, for he considered Uzzah’s death to be 
unfair. Naturally, David directed his anger toward God. David also became very afraid of God. 
“If God kills Uzzah, what keeps the Lord from killing any of us, even me?” He feared being 
responsible for transporting the ark. The ark was left in the house of Obed-Edom. Three months 
would transpire before David returned to bring the ark to Jerusalem. The transportation proved 
successful and David was filled with joy. The successful relocation of the ark also represented 
David’s belief that his relationship with God had been restored. Thus, he began to dance in 
ecstatic joy. 

The Ark of the Covenant was a gold-plated chest containing the historical artifacts involved in 
God’s mighty acts during the Exodus and beyond. It contained Aaron’s rod, the Ten 
Commandments, and a jar of manna. Consequently, the ark was holy, for it represented God’s 
presence among the Israelites. At each end of the chest stood two golden cherubim facing each 
other. The tips of their wings almost touched above the ark, leaving a space. God would shine his 
light between the tips and touch the lid. This lid was known as the “Mercy Seat.” The high priest 
would sprinkle the blood of a bull atop the ark and God’s divine light would touch it, meaning 
the offering was received.  

The ark was so holy no person could even touch it. They would surely die, as did Uzzah. The ark 
was so holy it was treated as one would treat God. Notice the author is afraid to call the chest the 
Ark of God. The ark is called “The Name, the Name of the Lord God almighty.” The ark was 
lifted and moved by the use of poles so no human hand would touch it. The ark was always 
placed in the inner sanctum of the tabernacle, known as “holy place.” A veil separated the ark 
from humankind. Only the high priest, after an exhausting ritual of purification, could enter. He 
could only enter once a year on the Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur. The priest would sprinkle 
the blood atop the mercy seat to cover and atone the people’s sins for a year. In a year the ritual 
was repeated. What if the high priest wasn’t totally purified when entering? The priest would tie 
a rope about his waist that he might be extricated from the holy place. Bells were attached to his 
garment. When people did not hear the bells ring they would assume him dead. They would pull 



him out, for they could not enter. Today Yom Kippur is observed in late September or early 
October.  

In Christianity, people rarely approach God in terror. What is the difference between the O.T. 
understanding of God from our N.T. understanding? How did Jesus bridge this gap? Is there a 
place for fearing God in the church and individually? If you answer positively or negatively, 
why? 

Biblical Dance 

Dancing occurs in the Old Testament as an expression of joy and thanksgiving unto the Lord. 
There are only five references to dance in the New Testament. However, the N.T. people 
certainly danced, and also used various means of worshipping the Lord. The important point is 
that truly grateful people, filled with joy, have a need to express that joy and thanksgiving before 
God. There are few, if any “right or wrong” expressions when it comes to earnest praise. Various 
traditions worship in a unique manner. I was asked to preach a camp meeting in another state. I 
was young and my Christian experience of praise among different churches was quite limited at 
the time. My wife, Gail, my daughter Heather, and I pulled into the campground about 9 p.m. 
We were exhausted. One of the leaders of the camp meeting informed me there would be prayer 
at 5 a.m. I drug myself to the tabernacle a few minutes before 5 and knelt with a group of men. 
Each of them prayed aloud. I did all in my power to stay awake and listen. Suddenly, an elderly 
man kneeling beside me let out a loud whoop! My body immediately jumped. I had never heard 
a whoop in worship and prayer. He was so filled with joy he could not be still. I grew to 
appreciate his whoops, though without becoming a whooper myself. When I worshipped with the 
people on Yucatan, I discovered passionate heartfelt expressions of joy. They clapped and raised 
their hands, shouted and rejoiced before the Lord.  

In David’s day, dance was an acceptable means of worship. Later, Michal will criticize David’s 
dancing. However, it isn’t the act of dancing that bothers her. We will see later that her criticism 
emerges from unsettled feelings concerning her past. 

There is great beauty in the art of dance. We refer to a ballerina as “graceful.” We are referring 
to their ability to move in perfect time and mood with the music. They are able to capture the 
mood of the music and convey it to the audience. Life has a rhythm and grace. A “grace-filled” 
life moves with life as God wills, not against it. Responding with anger, for example, in a 
moment that calls for understanding, is “out of time.” There is no rhythm or grace. There is no 
harmony. When someone dances in praise they express what is genuinely in the heart in response 
to what God is doing in life. They are responding to the rhythm and flow of God’s will in their 
life. Consequently, dance can be a remarkable expression of grace. 

What various expressions of praise have you witnessed in your Christian journey? Have you 
witnessed dance as praise to God? If so, how did it touch you? 



The Biblical Text 

Praise in Renewal 

David’s anger at God over Uzzah’s death hurt his relationship with God for three months. 
Remember, David was unafraid of sharing his emotions. His psalms are rich in emotional 
content. We get a sense of how deeply he hurt during those months from Psalm 51. In Psalm 13 
we read of David’s expression of anger toward God. The psalm reads: 

How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me? How 
long must I wrestle with my thoughts and every day have sorrow in my heart? 

David must have wondered if he could ever draw near to God again.  

His anger emerged from his hurt and grief. Uzzah died for touching the ark on a journey led by 
David. If any of us experience deep pain we might “come out swinging.” We may speak words 
that later shame us. We may physically pound our fist. Few expressions say “I’m angry” more 
than storming out of the room. David has spiritually stormed out of the room. God isn’t turning 
his back on David; David is turning his back on God.  

When David’s anger finally ebbs, he returns to transport the ark. He must have been terribly 
afraid. Will another person die? Will I die? Have my words and actions made God remove his 
hand of protection from me? David quickly learns of God’s steadfast love and forgiveness as the 
journey draws near its end in Jerusalem. Renewal flows through his being and his joy is beyond 
restraint.  

Most, if not all, have known times in which God seemed distant, unaffected by our struggle. 
Such moments can last minutes or years. Yet, God’s unfailing love never moved. The Lord has 
continued to call, and draw us unto himself. Many of us have experienced the Lord’s renewal in 
a powerful manner. We understand we are his children, and God never abandoned us. Our souls 
are enlivened and our joy is genuine.  

Have you ever thought or committed an act which you believe separated you from God? Did you 
experience renewal? Are you still waiting? If you have embraced renewal, can you describe for 
others your experience? Have you ever become angry at God? Over what? How long did your 
anger make you feel isolated and estranged from God? What do you believe we need to do when 
struggling with our relationship with God? God is conveniently blamed by everyone at some 
time. Why do you think that is? Why do you think we repeatedly blame God? What did we learn 
about blaming God after experiencing renewal?  

Praise for the sacred 

As stated earlier, the Ark of the Covenant was sacred to Israel. The ark was built according to 
God’s specifications. They had transported the ark with them through the wilderness and into 



Canaan. The ark went before them into battle. Israel believed if the ark was not present they 
would almost certainly lose. It is not difficult to understand why they were afraid to even touch 
the ark. The ark represented God’s presence. Again, no human could touch the realm of the 
divine unless invited. We hear their fear in Isaiah’s response to the vision of God in the temple in 
chapter 6 of Isaiah. His first words were, “Woe is me!” Uzzah had died simply for attempting to 
steady the ark. His death didn’t seem fair to David, nor does it sit well with us. However, we 
must remember Israel is not a fully mature, spiritual community. They are toddlers, depending 
on law for order and discipline. If an allowance was made for a man to touch the ark, even out of 
pure motivation, some might apply that allowance to other occasions.  

We must always realize we read with Western eyes. The Bible is a Near Eastern book. In 
Israelite life the community was more important than the individual. In the west we more highly 
value the individual. Israel believed if the community was fine, so was the individual. In 
contrast, we, in the West, believe we if care for the individual, the community will be fine. 
Consequently, when someone like Uzzah dies we cry “It isn’t fair!” In the O.T. era it was viewed 
as a death that kept the community in line. One of the great examples of this difference in 
perception lies in the story of Achan. God did not want Israel to bring idols and offerings unto 
idols into the Israelite camp. He did not want Israel to become looters. After the taking of 
Jericho, Achan stole. Achan and his entire family were killed. They were afraid if Achan brought 
sin into the camp it would spread. They took no chances! Better for Achan and his family to die 
and the whole community be saved. This is very difficult for us to understand in today’s culture. 
However, we can’t see the big picture and must leave events like this to mystery and faith. 

The ark was sacred to Israelite life and faith. Without the ark they would quickly forget their 
history, especially the Exodus. The ark centered and anchored their faith in God. We sadly 
confess to living in a culture where few things are sacred. We ask, “What anchors us as a 
people?” and we struggle to find an answer. The Church is all-important, for it is the 
embodiment of Christ in the world through the Holy Spirit. The Church represents the sacred in 
life. We call people to look higher toward an alternate reality, The Kingdom of God. Though 
churches are places of wood and stone, they still represent the sacred. I was traveling with a 
group. We wanted to attend church, for it was the Sabbath. Having no address, we quickly spied 
a steeple. People who wander still look for steeples. Imagine our churches removed from the 
landscape. We would feel a deep sense of loss. Read the history of Henry VIII’s removal of 
worship places in England. It led to the biggest revolt in his lifetime. People need places to 
worship, and need to know the sacred in fleeting life. 

The ark was successfully transported to Jerusalem. It sat in its rightful place, the holy place in the 
tabernacle. Israel instantly is renewed by its appearance, and David is so moved and overjoyed 
he dances.  

What represents the sacred in our public life? Our Christian life? Our personal life? Have we 
ever felt separated from the sacred in life? When? How did we feel? If illness or some other 



situation cause you to miss church, how did you feel being able to return? What are the positives 
and negatives of caring for the community above the individual, and vice versa? 

Praise in unrestrained thanksgiving 

Michal criticized David for dancing. She believed David was not properly covered and was 
embarrassing himself. However, Michal’s criticism arose for her personal animosity toward 
David. Michal, daughter of Saul, was married to David. She protected David from at least two 
attempts on his life. While David was in hiding from those Saul commissioned to kill him, Saul 
gave Michal to another in marriage. David, after becoming king, demanded the return of Michal. 
David has already married other wives. Michal grew distant from David and later grew to 
despise him. Thus, her criticism was connected to this anger.  

There are some who seek to restrain the expression of praise for another. For the purposes of this 
particular lesson we will not explore whether or not Michal was justified in her anger and 
criticism. Instead we use this story to address the question, “Do we allow what others think or 
say to restrain our expression of joy before the Lord?” Many refuse to use the altar in the church 
even though they long to kneel in prayer because they are worried about what others might think. 
Some to do not want to come forward to unite with a community for the same reason.  

Naturally, order is important in worship. Paul addresses the need for order in I Cor. 13-14. 
Therefore, there is a delicate balance between unrestrained joy and worshiping in order. Each 
congregation prayerfully deals with this issue as best as they can. 

Are there expressions of worship that make you personally uncomfortable? Can you express why 
you experience discomfort? Do we, even if personally uncomfortable, allow others to worship 
the Lord because we respect them and honor their expression? Do you allow others to restrain 
your expression of worship because you care too much about their perception? What is the best 
way to deal with this issue as an individual and as a church? 

Prayer 

Almighty God, your grace is abounding and your love is indescribable. You know and hear 
every expression of our heart. Empower us to be genuine before you, laying aside every mask 
and pretense. Look into our bared hearts and see our motivations. Open your ear to our praise. 
Touch us with your renewing power in Christ. We pray, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com.  

 

Praise by Expecting and Following 



Fall Quarter: Celebrating God 
Unit 1: God’s People Offer Praise 

Sunday school lesson for the week of September 19, 2021  
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 

Lesson Scripture: Mark 10:46-52, Luke 18:35-43 

Key Scripture: “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him. The blind man said, 
“Rabbi, I want to see.” (Mark 10:51) 

Lesson Aims 

1. To understand the context of Bartimaeus’ healing. 
2. To understand Jesus’ response to Bartimaeus. 
3. To understand the response of Bartimaeus to Jesus. 

Preparation for Lesson 

Place 

The events of our lesson occur 15 miles south of Jerusalem. Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem 
for Passover, his last Passover. Jesus and the disciples have ministered across the Jordon River 
on “the other side.” Many Gentile towns were located in the Trans Jordon Plain. After 
ministering on the other side, Jesus and the disciples cross the Jordon back into Israel. 

They are now traveling up to Jerusalem, a trip involving strenuous walking. They will climb an 
elevation of 2,500 feet. Geographically, Israel slopes downward from the mountains in the north 
to the Dead Sea in the south. The Dead Sea is the lowest body of water on earth, about 1,400 feet 
below sea level. Jerusalem exists about 2,500 feet above sea level. Jericho stands about 827 feet 
below sea level. It was an uphill walk! 

People 

A large crowd walks with Jesus and the disciples. Passover is a time for pilgrimage. Jews from 
all over the near eastern world travel to Jerusalem for the feast that celebrates their most 
important moment in redemptive history, the Exodus. It is interesting to note Jesus’ popularity 
(in the Gospel of Mark) is waning. As long as Jesus performed miracles the crowds grew. The 
crowds grew so large Jesus adjourned to a quiet place for rest. When the disciples approached 
him, they informed Jesus that many sick were waiting for him. Jesus responded, “Let us go 
somewhere else, to the nearby villages, so I can preach there also. That is why I have come” 
(Mark 1:38). People came to Jesus to see what miracle he might perform. However, he noticed 
they weren’t listening to his preaching, which was all-important. When Jesus performed fewer 
miracles while increasing his teaching and preaching, the crowd dwindled. They were not as 
excited when he preached, “If any comes after me, let him take up his cross and follow.” At the 



end of Mark’s Gospel, Jesus is totally abandoned except for the women. Peter stood afar, 
observing. John, in his gospel, reminds the reader he was there as well. The crowd had left. In 
our lesson, a crowd has formed around him because they, too, are journeying to Jerusalem for 
Passover. 

Bartimaeus was a blind beggar. Since he is begging, he is also poor. The people believe he is a 
sinner, or his parents were sinners, for that is why he is blind. Read John 1:9. Our text lies in a 
pericope of Mark (chapter 10) in which Jesus teaches the first and the last. Mark does not 
technically write in a chronological manner. He does frame his gospel within a large 
chronological framework. But, most of his gospel is thematic. There is a theme and Mark 
includes miracles, sayings, and teachings that address that theme. The theme here is the “first 
shall be last, and the last shall be first.” We have statements of Jesus on the treatment of women 
and children (Mark 10:1-16). Women and children were perceived as “last” in Jewish society. 
The divorcing of women was among the most unjust events in Judaism. A husband could divorce 
his wife for any reason; she could not divorce him. If divorced, he could marry again, but she 
could never marry again. Most likely, divorce was related to being unable to bear a son. 
However, she could be divorced for any reason by the husband. Thankfully, in Judaism there was 
great pressure from the family and culture to remain married. Still, divorces occurred and women 
were treated as the lesser. Notice the words of the crowd toward children in this pericope are 
similar to the words yelled at Bartimaeus. We do not need to misunderstand the neglect of 
children. They received great love and care. Many of us remember being shooed away when the 
adults talked. Children were often shooed away and told to leave certain people alone. However, 
once the male child reaches 12 and experiences the rite into manhood his importance grows. 
However, girls did not experience the same cultural affirmation as a boy. Twice Mark records 
Jesus foretelling his own death as sacrifice, the greatest example of what it means to put oneself 
last in order to become the first. The miracle of Bartimaeus is placed here as the climatic event in 
which Jesus is treating one the Jewish “lasts” like one of the “firsts.” Bartimaeus feels his way 
through the world. He depends upon generosity to eat. Generosity was rare when people thought 
you brought the sin upon yourself. In the eyes of the crowd he is getting what they deserve. 

Jesus was making his last journey to Jerusalem for Passover. He knew exactly what lay ahead. 
He is now walking beneath the shadow of the cross. Remember, his divinity does not negate his 
humanity. His body will feel every inflicted pain, and his heart will break as those he loves 
abandon him. If we knew a cross stood before us, our journey from Jericho to Jerusalem would 
prove emotionally torturous. Would we have heard one blind, poor beggar shouting over a crowd 
on a roadside? 

The Text 

The cry of Bartimaeus 



Bartimaeus cannot see the crowd, but he hears them. People were not walking quietly. They were 
on an exciting, joyful pilgrimage. Adding more “buzz” to the crowd was the excitement over a 
celebrity rabbi walking with them. It is important to note that Bartimaeus had heard of Jesus and 
his reputation. Though the crowd waned as Jesus neared the cross, the effect of his ministry was 
alive in Israel. Our reputation matters! When Paul asked Philemon to accept Onesimus he 
appeals to Philemon’s reputation of being a man of faith. Jesus’s words and actions were 
motivated by God’s love for all. He has done only what was necessary for himself, while giving 
everything for those in his path. 

Bartimaeus raises his voice to be heard over the crowd. This most likely involved a shout. As a 
Jewish man, he appeals to Jesus as the “Son of David.” This title is a messianic title. Perhaps he 
is letting Jesus know he is Jewish. Perhaps he is using every possible means of gaining Jesus’ 
attention. It was a cry of desperation. Where else could Bartimaeus go? He is the last of society, 
a guilty man reaping what he or his parents sowed. Almost every miracle in Mark occurs in the 
milieu of desperation. He is a neglected man seeking the attention of a popular rabbi. 
Undoubtedly, he has heard of Jesus being proclaimed by some to be Messiah. Again, this is why 
he referred to Jesus as the Son of David. Whether he believes it, or believes the reference can 
help him, is not clear. In desperation people use everything possible to help. We cannot fault him 
for that. Consequently, Bartimaeus is one blind person among thousands in the world. And he is 
calling upon the Messiah? This is perhaps his one and only, as well as his last, opportunity to be 
healed. 

Can you remember a time of desperation in your life? Did you panic? Did you seek help? Where 
was God in your desperation? Have you experienced desperation prior to becoming a follower 
of Jesus? Did you know about Jesus? How did you learn about Jesus? How did the pre-
knowledge of Jesus help you in crisis? 

The response of the crowd 

The crowd rebuked Bartimaeus. They told him to “be quiet!” I do not think their faces were kind 
when shouting at him. Again, why did they so quickly shun Bartimaeus? They were certainly 
thinking, “How dare this sinful beggar think he can call upon Jesus?” “Does he really believe 
Jesus has time for him?” “If Jesus is truly holy, how dare an unclean man attempt to defile 
Jesus?” The crowd most certainly was hostile. 

Are their people like Bartimaeus in our life? Where are they? Who are they? Have we been 
Bartimaeus? Have we experienced spiritual blindness that caused us to sit in places we would 
never otherwise sit? Have you ever truly felt judged of your sin by another other than God? Did 
you begin to believe you didn’t deserve God’s attention? Or did you pray all the more for the 
Lord’s attention? 

The response of Bartimaeus 



As the crowd orders Bartimaeus to be silent, he cries out all the more. We can certainly sense his 
desperation. Though there exists little possibility of Bartimaeus getting in trouble with the 
authorities, we should not forget the power of a social group. No one enjoys being ostracized. 
Bartimaeus likely had few friends in the crowd. He desperately wants a different life, and his 
continued shouts reveal he is not going to let anyone or any circumstance stop him. Today we 
read of the horrible “cancel culture.” People want to remove a person from a job and the public 
eye, and sadly on occasion it has worked. This crowd was trying to “cancel” Bartimaeus. Yet, he 
continues to shout.  

He is also risking his income. Certainly no one in the crowd is going to drop an offering into his 
coffer at this point. Though the crowd would have filled Bartimaeus with doubt (if he listened to 
them), he instead was filled with expectation.  

Imagine his reaction when Jesus hears him above the noise of the crowd. Jesus always had eyes 
to see and ears to hear the most neglected. Notice Jesus’ presence and action already began to 
transform the crowd. Their entire tone changed. They too were stunned Jesus heard him, much 
less that Jesus is moving toward him. The crowd responds, “Cheer up, he calls you!” This stands 
in contrast to their, “Be quiet!” Bartimaeus throws his most costly garment aside, he jumps up, 
and walks toward Jesus. We cannot capture through reading the emotions stirring in the heart of 
Bartimaeus. Bartimaeus initially had no idea what Jesus was going to do, but it had to prove 
better than his life as a beggar. The next words Jesus spoke began to change his entire life: 
“What do you want me to do for you?” Certainly, this question is rhetorical. Jesus knows what 
he needs. However, it is important for Bartimaeus to say it. Bartimaeus needed, like all of us, to 
consider for what is he asking. Bartimaeus answers, “Rabbi, I want to see.” He does not stammer 
for his blindness and its limitations are all he considers. His answer is quickly spoken. Jesus 
declared him whole and then asked Bartimaeus to “go.” Jesus asked Bartimaeus to put his faith 
in action. Bartimaeus could not experience the transformation of his life if he returned to his 
place by the roadside. Jesus’ words imply he is saying, “Go somewhere else in life.”  

Bartimaeus is so overwhelmed with relief and joy. We are not told how long Bartimaeus was 
blind. Most likely it had been a long time for he has an established place by the roadside where 
he begs. Bartimaeus realizes an entire new existence now awaits him. He can actually see, work, 
and interact with people! Everything is changed!  

Immediately, Bartimaeus’ faith in Jesus changes him. He is healed! Bartimaeus’ first action is to 
follow Jesus. He realizes his healing is not just about his world, it is about the world of which 
Jesus teaches and preaches. His healing will now serve Jesus!  

Have you ever felt estranged from others? Have others treated your suffering with neglect? Did 
you call upon Jesus? How did you call, and how did Christ transform your life? Have you ever 
known exactly what was needed in your life, only to realize only God can meet that need? When 
God has answered your prayer did you move to another place in life? Did the world seem new? 



Did you choose to follow Christ? What is the motivation that leads you to serve Christ? Is it 
gratitude? Prayerfully consider if your life is an act of praise.  

Summary 

Bartimaeus is us. Most of us understand the limitations that cause us to “sit by the roadside.” If 
our sinful behavior has led us to such a place, there most always is going to be a crowd that 
judges us, which is no help at all. Bartimaeus did not jump in response to a condescending 
crowd; he rose because of the compassionate presence of Jesus. In Bartimaeus’ case, and most of 
our cases, our actions did not lead us to the estrangement we feel. Circumstances in life can 
prove most difficult and cause us to live within limitations. Difficult circumstances often have 
little do with our suffering. Granted, our choices can create suffering, but so can life itself. 
Bartimaeus is not blind because of his sin or the sin of his parents. 

We can also relate to blindness. We can be spiritually blind. Spiritual blindness is usually self-
inflicted. We pay little attention to God’s presence in our life and the world. We neglect the 
many opportunities that create vision and purpose. Thus, we find ourselves in an existence 
lacking meaning and purpose. We need to express to God, “I want to see.” Like Bartimaeus, we 
may feel desperation. Thus, we call to Jesus in expectation that he can do for us what the world 
cannot. God is present and hears. Jesus still opens the eyes of the blind. 

Consider a moment when the name of Jesus touched your ears as you lived in desperation. Thank 
God others are willing to share Jesus in their life, for you heard his name through them.  

Anytime God transforms us we should be willing to follow. We do not follow Jesus to gain his 
love and attention. We follow because we already have them. Each transformation opens our 
eyes to a new world, a new life! Following Jesus is among the highest expressions of praise. We 
praise him for the life he gives! Following and serving Christ is most beautiful when the 
desperate heart has become the grateful heart! John Piper, chancellor of Bethlehem College and 
Seminary, once wrote, “God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in Him.” When 
God has satisfied our longing, gratitude prompts us to follow, for then the Lord is glorified! 

Try to identify closely with Bartimaeus’ story. What are the parallels between your experiences 
of life? What are parallels concerning Jesus’ activity? Have you been led to follow? In what 
ways are you following? Do you believe yourself to be an expression of God’s love? 

Prayer 

Almighty God, you have revealed your heart unto us through Jesus. We witness your love and 
care for each of us in Jesus. Forgive us for our self-imposed spiritual blindness. We have 
witnessed truth, only to neglect it. Touch us, open our eyes. Allow our human eyes to see the 
eternal in life. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com.  



 

Wesley gives advice on dealing with the public 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 
DAVE HANSON 

In his sermon, “Visiting the Sick,” John Wesley gives some good advice on dealing with the 
public. 

He says that when preparing to go visit the sick we should first say our prayers and ask God to 
cleanse us from any pride and give us a spirit of meekness and gentleness, of patience and 
longsuffering, that we may never be angry or discouraged at whatever treatment, rough or 
smooth, kind or unkind, we may meet with. He reminds us not to be surprised at their ignorance, 
dullness, and stupidity. Some will be peevish or stubborn. Some will show no improvement after 
all the pains that you have taken to help them. 

He reminds us that when visiting the sick or dealing with the public to always remember that our 
record is with the Lord, and our reward with the Most High. 

The Rev. Dave Hanson is a retired pastor and John Wesley scholar. 

 

Reclaiming our childlikeness 

GROWING IN GRACE 
BEN GOSDEN 

When was the last time you splashed in a puddle? How about the last time you danced in the 
grocery aisle when your favorite song came on? When was the last time you laughed to the point 
of tears at something ridiculously silly?  

If you’re scratching your head to answer these questions, you might be too “adultish.” I know 
what you’re thinking: “Ben, you’re just making words up now.” Yes, I am. But hang with me. 
Adultish is a term I’ve found that refers to our addiction to being in control of every little thing 
and outcome in our life.  

If Peter Pan reminds us that all children except one grow up, why is that growing up process 
relegated to a journey of losing our sense of childlikeness? Keep in mind that I’m advocating for 
childlikeness, not childishness. Childlikeness is the ability to get lost in the wonder and beauty of 
the world. It means to be fully present in a given moment. And it means to live life in ways that 
lead us to wonder and curiosity.  



In her book, “Unfettered,” author Mandy Smith says children can teach us a lot because they do 
two things well that adults struggle with. First, they live life fully and with all of their senses. A 
child trusts their body and they are fully and physically present in any given moment. Secondly, 
a child can live this way and be fine with not needing to be fully responsible for every situation. 
A child knows how to live depending on someone to take care of them. 

Too often we adults spend our days being too serious and feeling too important. But the truth is 
that deep down we’re secretly worrying about what others think of us, feeling insecure, and 
wondering if our next failure will be our worst. What would it be like to wake up every day and 
not wonder about what’s on our to-do list or worry about the things we need to accomplish and 
oversee? What if, instead of assuming we are in control of every little thing in life, we remind 
ourselves that the world is humming while we are asleep and our job is to join in the humming. If 
God is truly in control, we can afford to take our hands off the steering wheel a little and relish in 
the wonder and beauty of life.  

The other day a summer downpour happened while I was driving my kids home from school. We 
park in a parking garage directly behind our home (our house in on the top floor of my church in 
downtown Savannah). This means we had to make a choice — stay in the garage until the rain 
stopped or run across the street and get soaked. We stood there and waited. I had another Zoom 
meeting that afternoon. I was too busy and serious to get my clothes all wet. After a few minutes 
of waiting to no avail, my kids begged to just go for it. Against my adultish judgment, we went 
for it. We held hands and ran across the road to our building. I knew halfway through that my 
clothes were drenched and I would need to change to finish my work day. But that thought was 
interrupted by a sound — a great and glorious sound that chimed in my soul. As we ran across 
the rain-soaked street I heard my kids cackling with a laughter that had to have come from a 
wellspring of childlike joy. And I knew in that moment that Robert Frost was right about two 
roads diverging in the woods — in my case they were the roads of adultishness and 
childlikeness. I chose childlikeness even though it was the one less travelled. And, by the power 
of God, it made all the difference in that moment.  

So take yourself a little less seriously. Put your work down for a minute. Dance when good 
music comes on. Put your phone away and be fully present. Don’t be afraid of getting drenched 
in the rain. Be like a child. Have fun. God loves you.  

The Rev. Ben Gosden is senior pastor at Trinity United Methodist Church in Savannah. He can 
be reached at ben@trinity1848.org.  

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – September 2021 
 
9/01 – David Boggs: 7715 Church St.; Bartow, GA 30413 
9/03 – Fred Foster: 1964 Madison Hwy.; Quitman, GA 31643 



9/03 – Guy Mathis, Jr.: 1108 Moore Dr.; Americus, GA 31709 
9/04 – Earl James: 310 Avondale Circle; Warner Robins, GA 31088 
9/05 – Gene Yelverton: 6345 Concord Church Rd.; Ellaville, GA 31806 
9/06 – Cecil Hazen: The Phoenix at Milton; 13943 Hwy. 9 North; Milton, GA 30004 
9/06 – Sanford Wills: 1021 Sunrise Rd.; Preston, GA 31824 
9/09 – Richard Soper: 102 Ingham St.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 
9/13 – Bernie Khaw: 344 S. Old Middletown Rd., Media, PA 19063 
9/14 – Tom Johnson, Sr.: PO Box 127; Oxford, GA 30054 
9/15 – Elick Bullington, Jr.: Lakeside Senior Care; 1025 N. Chester Ave., No. 11; Douglas, GA 
31533 
9/15 – Buddy Cooper: 7005 Deerwood Lane; Upatoi, GA 31829 
9/16 – Henry Bass: 404 Clyde Ave.; Valdosta, GA 31602 
9/16 – Bob Norwood: 946 Old Wadley Rd.; Swainsboro, GA 30401 
9/16 – Ray Youngblood: 214 Lee St.; North Augusta, SC 29841 
9/18 – Burns Willis: 1815 E. Washington St.; Thomasville, GA 31792 
9/19 – Wayne Moseley: 29 William E. Moseley Rd.; Collins, GA 30421 
9/19 – Dan Pegram: 112 Tahoe Dr.; Pooler, GA 31323 
9/21 – Robert Herrington, Sr.: 185 S. Sixth St.; Cochran, GA 31014 
9/21 – Virgil Lee: 208 Yorkshire Crescent; Thomasville, GA 31792 
9/22 – Edwin Chase: 70 Shipwatch Rd.; Savannah, GA 31410 
9/23 – Steve Posey: PO Box 218; Reidsville, GA 30453 
9/26 – John Irwin: 109 Deer Run Dr.; Macon, GA 31220 
9/26 – Larry Sauls: 206 Westview Dr.; Dublin, GA 31321 
9/27 – Andy Brownley: 34 South Broad St.; Alamo, GA 30411 
9/28 – Donna Jordan: 404 Brentwood Dr.; Dublin, GA 31021 
9/28 – William Ryan: 2138 Red Bank Circle; Sevierville, TN 37876 
9/30 – Dennis Stalvey: PO Box 685; Americus, GA 31709 
 

OBITUARIES 

Rev. Wayne McDonald 
The Rev. Wayne McDonald, age 78, passed away Friday, August 13, 2021, at Archbold Medical 
Center in Thomasville, Georgia. Services for Rev. McDonald were held at 4 p.m., Saturday, 
August 21, at Eastside Baptist Church in Cairo, Georgia. The Rev. Chris Allen officiated with 
military honors. A private burial was held in Salem Seminole Baptist Cemetery in Seminole 
County (Desser), Georgia.  

Wayne was born and reared in Seminole County, Donalsonville (Desser), Georgia. His parents 
were Mr. and Mrs. W. H. McDonald. He is survived by his wife, Vera McDonald; 8 children, 
Christopher Wayne McDonald, Jeffrey Todd McDonald (Angela), John McDonald, Jennifer 
Swanner (Paul), Michelle Blanchette (Brian), Travis Morrison, Erick Morrison, Macky Morrison 
(Christy); siblings, Sophie Earnest, Kate Mitchell, and Marjorie Anderson; grandchildren, 
Joshuah P. McDonald, Christopher Brandon McDonald, Caleb Joseph McDonald, Devin Foret, 
Macy Brown, Ashley Wytaske, Tucker Miles McDonald, Allie LeMay McGraw, Kaylee Grace 



Swanner, Natalie Hope Swanner, Austin Morrison, Bryce Morrison, Aaron Morrison, Jordis 
Morrison; seven great grandchildren; and numerous nieces and nephews. 

He attended Seminole County High School in Donalsonville. While in high school he was active 
in FFA, of which he was president and reporter of the chapter. He was elected State FFA 
reporter. Among his school accomplishments, he won first place in public speaking on the local, 
district, and state levels. 

After finishing high school, he enrolled at Bob Jones University but decided to enter the US 
Navy and serve his country. While in the Navy, he was an air crewman with US Navy Squadron 
VR-7 and VR-8 US Navy Air Transport. The last two years of his service he was attached to the 
military air transport (US Air Force). During his time with the transport squadrons he transported 
cargo and men to Tan Son Hut, Da Nang, and Cam Rum Bay, South Vietnam. 

After completing his military service, Wayne entered Bible college at Immanuel Baptist Church 
in Atlanta, Georgia. There he received a Bachelor of Theology and Masters of Religious 
Education degree. He did extensive studies at Lexington Theological Seminary, Lexington, 
Kentucky. There he received a Doctorate in Literary Letters for lectures and writing “Did Jesus 
Happen.” He completed his Doctor of Theology Degree at Southeastern Bible College in 
Birmingham, Alabama. Wayne received an Associate of Arts Degree from New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Wayne was ordained into the ministry by Salem Seminole Baptist Church (Desser) 
Donalsonville. While in the ministry he worked with the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association 
(World Wide Movies) for a year. He became an associate professor at Immanuel College and 
Headmaster of Immanuel Christian Academy in Atlanta. He pastored several churches in his 
ministry, including Defoor Avenue Baptist Church in Atlanta, West Street Baptist Church in 
Bainbridge, Georgia, Attapulgus Baptist Church, Attapulgus, Georgia, Midway Baptist Church, 
Cairo, Georgia, Victory Baptist Church, Cairo, Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Camilla, Georgia, 
Climax United Methodist Church, Climax, Georgia, West Bainbridge United Methodist Church, 
Bainbridge, and Calvary/Bethel/Centennial United Methodist Churches. He served as part time 
interim pastor at Eastside Baptist Church, Cairo and assistant chaplain for FPC (Alabama United 
Methodist Conference), Montgomery, Alabama. He served as the director of Faith Outreach 
Ministries Bible Study, WIVV, in Vieques, Puerto Rico. His ministry of over 50 years reached 
many people throughout South Georgia, Alabama, North Florida, and Central America. 

He was blessed to be led to write three songs, “I Found it All in Jesus,” “He Put a New Song in 
My Heart,” and “See the Lamb.” Wayne was involved in music ministries. He served as the 
Music Director at Eastside Baptist Church in Cairo for a year. Wayne was the lead singer of the 
Hymn Masters Quartet. 

Wayne officiated in over 200 weddings and funerals. Over 400 lives accepted Christ as their 
Savior. He touched many, many lives. 



His legend will be Psalms 118:17, “I shall not die but live and declare the works of the Lord.” 
Even though his body is dead, Wayne hopes he is remembered for his desire that the Gospel be 
proclaimed continually so others may come to know Jesus Christ as their Savior. 

His last words - “Lift up your heads for your Redemption draws near.” Jesus is Coming Soon! 
Memorial donations in honor of Rev. McDonald may be sent to St. Jude Research Hospital, 501 
St. Jude Place, Memphis, Tennessee 38105 

Online condolences may be sent at www.Coxfuneral.net. Cox Funeral Home in charge of 
arrangements. 

Rev. Byron J. Scott 
Byron Johnson Scott, Jr., 76, of Surrency, GA, entered his heavenly home on August 14, 2021, 
after a short but difficult battle with cancer. The funeral service was held Saturday, August 21 at 
Bethel United Methodist Church in Surrency. Rev. Ken Morgan, Byron’s son-in-law, and Rev. 
Dr. Paula Lewis, Byron’s District Superintendent, officiated. 

Byron was born in Atlanta, GA, on August 9, 1945. He graduated from Southwest DeKalb High 
School in 1964 and continued on to receive a psychology degree from Asbury College in 1967 
and a Master of Divinity degree from Emory University in 1970. Byron was married to Patricia 
(Tricia) Midget on June 12, 1965. Their marriage of 56 years was a godly example to all who 
knew them. Byron devoted 60 years of his life to pastoral ministry, delivering his first sermon at 
the age of 16 and his last one only three weeks before his homegoing at the age of 76. In addition 
to loving others well, Byron enjoyed reading the Bible, studying theology, and writing books. He 
was actively involved in praying for his loved ones. He was an encourager, prayer warrior, and 
loving man of God. He authored three books: The Mystery of God’s Will (a study of Ephesians), 
Called to Witness (how to evangelize), and Living with a New Heart (his testimony of God’s 
faithfulness through his heart transplant in 2010.) Byron lived with a weakened heart from 
rheumatic fever he had as a child. He survived congestive heart failure, a stroke, skin cancer, and 
two automobile accidents, yet he faced each of these battles keenly aware of God’s grace, ability 
to heal, and presence. Through every trial, Byron gave glory to God and found ways to laugh. 
His sense of humor will never be forgotten. 

Byron is survived by his wife, Patricia Scott, and their children Ken Scott (Tammy),Tina Jobe 
(Daniel), and Amy Morgan (Ken). Byron was so proud of his 11 grandchildren: Lexie, Blake, 
Anna (Caleb), Christina (CJ), Bethany, Nathan, Sarah, Esther, Christopher, Jeremy, and Abby. 
Byron is also survived by his sister, Janice Sanders and his sister-in-law, Martha Jones (Albert). 
Byron was preceded in death by his mother, Ora Montine Scott and his father, Byron Johnson 
Scott, Sr. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be given to Bethel United Methodist Church, 740 
Bethel Rd, Surrency, GA, 31563. This beloved church was the last appointment of his pastorate. 



Crosby Funeral Home will be in charge of arrangements. 

Mrs. Marty Durham 
Martha “Marty” Wycliffe Hendry Durham, 82, of Statesboro, Ga., entered into rest on 
Wednesday, August 18, 2021. 

Marty was born in Owensboro, Kentucky on February 14, 1939, to the late George and Katherine 
Hendry. She was an active member of Pitman Park United Methodist church in Statesboro. She 
was a retired educator who spent her working years as a teacher and guidance counselor in the 
Jenkins County Public School system. Marty enjoyed spending time with her husband George 
and was an active part of his ministry. Marty had a love for traveling, Atlanta Braves baseball, 
Kentucky Wildcats basketball and she was passionate about animals – most importantly her two 
poodles, Brooke and Misty Blue, whom Marty and George rescued from the Georgia Poodle 
Rescue in Alpharetta, GA. 

Mrs. Durham was proceeded in death by her parents, her brother Larry Hendry, and her grandson 
Jeffery Alsup Jr. 

Marty is survived by her loving husband of 16 years, Reverend George Durham; her children, 
daughters Kim Alsup (Jeff), Sheryl Dudley (Andy), Melissa Pitts (Terry), Mary Woodard 
(David), and Angela Durham (Lorien) and sons Johnny Bargeron and Joseph Durham; her 
siblings, Myrna Dantic (Jimmy) and Alex Hendry; 15 grandchildren and 13 great grandchildren 
whom she loved dearly, and several nieces and nephews. 

A graveside service was held in her honor on Sunday, August 22, at Millen Cemetery. Reverend 
Bill Bagwell presided. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Georgia Poodle Rescue 12850 
Hwy 9 N., Suite 600-230, Alpharetta, GA 30004. 

A socially distanced visitation was held at the gravesite after the service. 

Mrs. Clara Dunbar 
Clara Dunbar, age 90, of 306 East Union Street, Vienna, died Sunday, August 22, 2021, at her 
residence. 

Clara was born on August 18, 1931, to the late Truman Harris and Ruby Nipper Harris. She was 
a homemaker and loved working in her yard. She also enjoyed jigsaw puzzles. A faithful 
member of Vienna United Methodist Church, she was a member of the Sunshine Gang Choir, the 
UMW Morning Glories and played the hand bells. Clara was preceded in death by her husband, 
Rev. Lonnie E. Dunbar, Jr. and her siblings, Ruby Hughes and her husband, Buddy, Bo Harris, 
Glen Harris, Ralph Harris, Gary Harris and Jocelyn Taylor. 



Survivors include: sisters Brenda Ruff (Roger) of Cobb, Mary Bailey (the late Larry Bailey, Sr.), 
Betty Smith (the late Billy Smith) of Sylvester, sister-in-law Edwina Harris of Valdosta, and 
several nieces and nephews. 

Funeral services were held Tuesday, August 24 in Vienna United Methodist Church with 
interment in Vienna City Cemetery. Rev. Daryl Brown officiated. 

Brannen-NeSmith Funeral Home of Vienna has charge of arrangements. 

John “Jack” Christopher Payne 
Jack Payne, 77, walked into the loving arms of his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, on the morning 
of Thursday, September 2, 2021. He was born on December 7, 1943, in Atlanta, Georgia, to the 
late Herbert Joseph and Annie Ruth Crouch Payne. 

While growing up in the East Point/Atlanta area, Jack discovered a great opportunity to earn a 
dollar by delivering newspapers to the people of his community. He and his brother, Mike, 
successfully ran the paper route until his graduation from Russell High School in 1963. Upon 
graduating, Jack attended business college and worked for Davison’s of Atlanta before enlisting 
in the United States Army. He proudly served his country as a Vietnam Combat Veteran and 
risked his life daily as a door gunner in the UH-1 (Huey) helicopter. Jack was honorably 
discharged from the military in October of 1968 having received a National Defense Service 
Medal, a Vietnam Service Medal, a Vietnam Campaign Medal and a Purple Heart. 

On February 27, 1970, Jack made the lovely Joyce Fay Pirkle, his wife. They settled in the 
middle Georgia area with their growing family, and years later, Jack became the Director of 
Financial Aid at Middle Georgia Technical College. He retired in 2010. Jack was a superb family 
man who loved his wife and three boys so much. Through the years, he boundlessly supported 
his wife throughout her ministry as a conference evangelist of the South Georgia Conference of 
the United Methodist Church and was extremely proud of his boys and each of their lives’ 
accomplishments. He was a hands-on dad and truly enjoyed coaching his boys in baseball, 
basketball and soccer at the Warner Robins Recreation Department for many years. Jack’s love 
and support for his wife and sons carried forward to his grandchildren as he would mail gifts to 
them every single week. In addition to being his family’s number one fan, Jack was an avid 
reader, a history buff, and an avid sports fan, but college football was his absolute favorite. He 
was a true-blue (and yellow) Georgia Tech football fan. GO JACKETS!!! Bonaire Methodist 
was his church home. 

Those left to cherish his memory are his loving wife of 51 years, Joyce Pirkle Payne; children, 
John “J.C.” Payne of Houston, Texas, Eric Payne (Robin) of Kathleen and Andy Payne (Heather) 
of Warner Robins; grandchildren, Abigail Payne, Noah Payne (Joy), Mia Adams and Lucas 
Payne; brother, Mike Payne (Judy) of Newnan; mother-in-law, Carolyn Pirkle of Macon; 
brother-in-law, David Pirkle (Sharon) of Macon; and nephew, David Payne (Radhi). 



Due to the Covid Pandemic, Jack will be privately laid to rest with a graveside service for his 
immediate family on Saturday, September 4, 2021, at Magnolia Park Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, the family respectfully suggests memorial donations be given in memory of 
Jack to your favorite charity. 

 

Scripture Readings – Sept. 7 edition 

September 12 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 1:20-33 
Psalm 19 
James 3:1-12 
Mark 8:27-38 

September 19 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 31:10-31 
Psalm 1 
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 
Mark 9:30-37 

September 26 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 
Psalm 124 
James 5:13-20 
Mark 9:38-50 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 9/7/2021 edition  

Fall 2021 Certified Lay Ministry Training, Leesburg – Sept. 11, Sept. 25, Oct. 2, Oct. 23, 
Nov. 6, Nov. 20 
In this six-session course, held at The Pointe in Leesburg, participants will develop a team of 
leaders and supporters within their current congregation who will encourage them throughout the 
course and beyond. Through the classes, they’ll build relationships with other South Georgia lay 
leaders and learn, practice, implement, share, and be inspired to take what they’ve learned and 
put it into action. The coursework includes holistic ministry training covering the following 
topics: worship, discipleship, preaching and teaching, congregational care, communication, 



organizational and personal leadership, and the United Methodist connection. The cost for the 
class is $300 per person, which includes lunch, snacks, and curriculum materials for the entire 
course. If you have questions or need more information, please contact Anne Bosarge at 
anne@thechapelministries.com. Register 

Online Advanced Lay Servant Ministries Training – Sept. 14, 16, 21, 23 
Lay Servant training is designed to educate those persons interested in stretching their faith to 
participate more fully in the ministries of the church. They have three main areas of focus: 
Leading, Caring, and Communicating. The advanced class, based on Cokesbury’s book, “Each 
One a Minister,” by William Carter, is a study of the book of Ephesians and what it teaches us 
about how we are called to use our spiritual gifts. Advanced LSM Training includes learning 
how to put your spiritual gifts into service.  This training will be offered via Zoom. You must 
complete all of the scheduled dates to complete your training. To participate, you will need either 
a cell phone that will allow you to download the Zoom app (please do so ahead of time) or a 
laptop, a steady wi-fi connection, and a willingness to learn in a modern way. Registration fee 
for the class is $25. (Note: Basic Lay Servant class must be completed before taking Advanced 
Class.) For more information contact Anne Bosarge at anne@thechapelministries.com. Register 

Methodist Children’s Home Work Day Offering – Sept. 19 
Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special Work Day Offering to 
support the ministry of The Methodist Home for Children and Youth. To learn more about this 
incredible ministry of our conference visit www.themethodisthome.org.  

Basic Lay Servant Ministries Training, Vidalia – Oct. 1-2 
Lay Servant training is designed to educate those persons interested in stretching their faith to 
participate more fully in the ministries of the church. They have three main areas of focus: 
Leading, Caring, and Communicating. The basic class is based on Cokesbury’s book, “Lay 
Servant Ministries Basic Course,” which teaches a basic understanding of ministry in the United 
Methodist Tradition. Included in the course is the following: Wesleyan Tradition and 
Foundations, Spiritual Gifts, Servant Leadership, Caring Ministries, Communicating, and 
Sharing Your Faith. You must complete all of the scheduled dates to complete your training. 
Basic LSM Training includes a basic foundation of the faith and an introduction to leadership.  
The class is a Friday night AND Saturday session. The Friday evening session is from 6:30-9 
p.m. and the Saturday session is from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at Vidalia First UMC (209 Church Street, 
Vidalia GA 30474). If you’ve not had training within the last three years (or ever), sign up for 
this Basic Training; otherwise, sign up for an Advanced Training. You must complete all of the 
scheduled dates above to complete your training. Registration fee for the class is $40. This cost 
covers all training materials and lunch on Saturday.  (Note: Basic Lay Servant class must be 
completed before taking Advanced Class) For more information contact Anne Bosarge, 
anne@thechapelministries.com. Register  



World Communion Day – Oct. 3 
World Communion Sunday is one of the six churchwide Special Sundays of The United 
Methodist Church. Our church is at its best when we reach out to sisters and brothers in need. 
World Communion Sunday calls the church to reach out to all people and model diversity among 
God’s children. United Methodists relate to World Communion Sunday by celebrating 
communion with other Christians around the world on this special Sunday. Churches are also 
encouraged to receive an offering to support scholarships for ethnic undergraduate and graduate 
students. Our gifts often enable first-generation students to attend college. 

BOTH/AND: To Be Continued Webinar – Oct. 12 
Join Connectional Ministries and Jason Moore for a follow up to the popular BOTH/AND 
webinar. BOTH/AND: To Be Continued will focus on why hybrid should carry on, how to 
continue to iterate and will provide tangible handles on how to do it well. This brand new 90-
minute training brings all new content focused on the why, how and what we can do to run the 
next leg of this very important race. We are living in an incredible “Great Commission” moment 
in the church. Let’s lean in and continue to iterate forward. The webinar, which begins at 10 
a.m., will include: an invitation to determine your WHY for BOTH/AND worship, 13 reasons 
why BOTH/AND must continue, the answer to the “what if they don’t come back to the 
building” question, how to create a BOTH/AND Think Tank at your church, how to build an 
intentional chat strategy in order foster real relationships, BOTH/AND pro tips, a Q&A session. 
Register 

KidzQuest Children's Retreat – Oct. 15-17 
KidzQuest is scheduled for October 15-17, 2021, at Camp Jekyll 4-H Center on Jekyll Island, 
Georgia for 3rd-6th grade students and is limited to 250 participants. Information I Register 

Early Response Team training, Dublin – Oct. 23 
An Early Response Team training is set for October 23 at Dublin First UMC. Click here for 
details. To schedule and host an ERT training/chainsaw training, please contact Luis Morales 
at morhilll@gmail.com. 

 

 


