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At sold out Encounter retreat, students focus on what’s most important 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Two weeks ago, if you were to have walked onto the grounds of Camp Jekyll 4-H Center on 
Jekyll Island you would have seen more than 200 middle and high school students playing 
basketball and volleyball. You would have watched as they strolled through the surf, played 
ladderball on the beach, and sat at picnic tables and talked. 

There was nary a cell phone in sight. Kids were being kids, playing, laughing, and connecting – 
with each other, with nature, and with God. 

It was a welcome sight, said Suzanne Akins, the South Georgia Conference’s Director of 
Camping and Retreats. 

“There were pockets of kids playing and hanging out all over the campus. It was so nice.” 

On Jekyll Island for the Conference’s 2021 Encounter Youth Retreat, Pat McGlone’s students 
were thrilled to be at a fun retreat, together again, and away from their everyday routines. 

“Our kids were excited about the opportunity to get back together again; they love to be around 
other churches and meet new people,” said McGlone, who serves as Nashville United Methodist 
Church’s director of student ministries. “They had been mourning those opportunities for the 
past year and a half.” 

While Encounter was full of fun, friends, and frivolity, those weren’t the event’s focus. 

McGlone returns year after year and attends event after event – he takes groups to KidzQuest and 
Confirmation, too – because at Conference events his students are immersed in settings that are 
focused on Christ and His love. 

“My desire to bring kids to Encounter is for just that reason – to have an encounter,” he said. 
“They have a chance to get out of their usual schedules and into a different setting where they 
can hear the gospel and how much God loves them.”  

Nancy Riley, who leads the youth group at Moultrie First United Methodist Church, echoes 
McGlone’s sentiments. Students need a break from their norms and the pressures of life – 
homework, chores, and school – she said, and Encounter gave them the opportunity to focus on 
what’s most important – their relationship with Christ.  

“The whole time we’re here it’s about worship, it’s about growing in our faith, it’s about 
interacting with other Christian teens who are there for the same reason. We can focus on 



worshiping, digging into scripture, and having an encounter with God because that’s what we’re 
there to focus on.” 

Riley and McGlone both praised the Valdosta State University Wesley Foundation’s worship 
band and speaker Ketric Newell for the enthusiastic, engaging ways they helped students enter 
into worship and the ways they presented the gospel message. The entire Camp Connect summer 
leadership team also returned to serve for the weekend. 

“We all really loved the speaker, Ketric. He was funny and engaging and made some really 
important points that were relevant to the students,” McGlone said. “They loved the music. 
Suzanne puts on high quality, well put together events that fit the audience.” 

Akins said the retreat helped reset and recharge students and adults alike.  

“When you take away the noise, you open yourself up to more clearly hear God speaking,” she 
said. 

 

Higher Education in Georgia: Colleges, universities, and Wesley Foundations 
reach students, communities for Christ 

Better, together 

By Rev. Dr. Michael McCord, executive director, UMCommission 

I am not sure there are words that can fully describe all that we have been through over the past 
two years. The whole world has suffered unimaginable loss and seemingly never-ending 
uncertainty, and our campuses are no less fraught with anxiety, depression, sadness, and 
isolation. And yet, there is emerging from this experience a new way of being together that has 
captured my imagination. 
 
I lived in Nashville after a historic flood and I served as a Red Cross volunteer after 9/11. In 
these tragic moments, people rise out of tragedy, unite, and make the world a better place by 
realizing that we are better and stronger together. For those of you who have been part of such 
massive waves of support and hope, you know that they soon wane, and the grind of our 
segmented society returns to us like an old sweatshirt.  
 
Over the past year, the Commission has expanded our reach by engaging in ministry with 
campuses across the country (seven annual conferences and growing). We have one guiding 
phrase for this shared work of ministry: “Do all we can, for as many as we can, for as long as we 
can.” The bleakness of the COVID winter stilled the busyness of life in a way that we became 
more attuned to the reality that we are healthier, we are more fruitful, our mission is more robust, 



and we are just better when we are together. 
 
In working with the Wesleys and colleges across the country, we discovered a most curious 
emergence within a number of these ministries. As you can imagine, students returned this year 
with a deep hunger to be back together, physically. Like all of us, they were longing for 
meaningful relationships, hugs, discipleship, encouragement, and all the trappings of a college 
experience. At the same time, we noticed there seemed to be less interest in our traditional, larger 
gatherings and a greater interest in smaller, more intimate forms of togetherness. Students appear 
to be yearning for small group discipleship and community that gives meaning to their lives. The 
demand has been so great that some ministries have moved to monthly large-group worship 
services to provide more space for small groups to meet.  
 
This new form of togetherness that has emerged from our long and perilous journey through this 
pandemic has inspired me greatly. What if being together becomes a collection of smaller 
movements of believers, of students, sharing life in a way that cares more about transformation 
than the production of our gatherings? Could this response to a tragedy be more lasting? Could it 
help us overcome the divisions that have so profoundly harmed us? May it be so. 
 
As you experience the content of this special issue of The Advocate, may you see these stories 
as our shared stories of togetherness. See, we could not have been present on these campuses 
without the generosity of the churches and individuals who support Annual Conference 
apportionments and special gifts to our ministry. Thank you. Your gift is making the world a 
better place and empowering the lives of college students.  
 
Support your local campus ministry 
 
Rev. Dr. Michael McCord is the executive director for the United Methodist Commission on 
Higher Education (UMCommission). The UMCommission funds and supports the higher 
education ministries of the North and South Georgia Annual Conferences of The United 
Methodist Church. Together, these Wesley Foundations and UM-related Colleges and 
Universities serve more than 10,000 college students in Georgia and a growing number 
nationally. 
 
Colleges & Universities 
Andrew College 
Emory University 
Gammon Theological Seminary 
LaGrange College 
Oxford College of Emory University 
Wesleyan College 



Young Harris College 
 
Wesley Foundations 
Augusta Wesley Foundation 
Coastal Wesley Foundation 
Columbus State Wesley Foundation 
Georgia Gwinnett Wesley Foundation 
Georgia Southern Wesley Foundation 
Georgia Tech Wesley Foundation 
Kennesaw State Wesley Foundation 
Paine Wesley Foundation 
University of West Georgia Wesley Foundation 
VSU Wesley Foundation 
Wesley of Macon 

 

Theme announced, hotel blocks open for 2022 Annual Conference Session 

The 2022 South Georgia Annual Conference session, scheduled June 5-8 at The Columbus 
Convention & Trade Center, will gather in person under the theme of “Great is Your 
Faithfulness.” 

The annual gathering will begin Sunday evening, June 5 and conclude mid-day Wednesday, June 
8.  

“Thanks to vaccinations and proper protocols, at this time we feel confident that an in-person 
gathering can occur next year,” said Conference Secretary Meredyth Earnest. “We continue to 
monitor the pandemic and are prepared to make adjustments should they be warranted and 
necessary.” 

While a livestream option will be offered, voting on conference matters will only be available to 
in-person lay and clergy members. 

The 2022 session will implement recommended health protocols in order to provide the safest 
conference experience possible for delegates, Earnest said. 

“The Program Committee appreciates the continued flexibility of conference members as we 
plan for our upcoming session,” she said. “We look forward to being together once again as we 
proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ and conduct our business in a worshipful and hopeful 
manner.” 

Additional information 



Hotels block now open for 2022: Hotel room blocks are now open. Valley Hospitality in 
Columbus has secured more than 600 rooms at a discounted rate for our event.  

2021 Conference Journal: The 2021 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference is now 
available to order and download. Visit www.sgaumc.org/conferencejournal to download a digital 
copy or order a print copy.  

Resolutions: March 1, 2022, is the deadline for all Resolutions to the South Georgia Annual 
Conference. The Resolutions Committee will consider only those resolutions received by March 
1. For information on how to submit a resolution, visit www.sgaumc.org/resolutions. 

Agenda: A basic agenda, including start and ending times, as well as Information about 
childcare, banquets and displays, will be provided to delegates in early 2022. The Book of 
Recommendations and Reports, which will contain the business items before the conference 
session, will be provided prior to the Annual Conference session. 

Questions: For questions regarding the business of Annual Conference, please contact Meredyth 
Earnest at meredyth@sgaumc.com. For general inquiries, contact Kelly Roberson at 912-270-
6172 or kelly@sgaumc.com. 

 

2021 Conference Journal now available for ordering, download 

The 2021 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference is now available to order and 
download. Those wishing to purchase a Conference Journal will order their copy(ies) online 
directly from the printer. The cost of the Journal is $25 each plus tax and shipping. This method 
has streamlined the ordering process and promotes better stewardship of Conference resources. 
The Journal is also available as a free PDF download.  If you have questions, please contact the 
Conference Journal Editor, Meredyth Earnest, at meredyth@sgaumc.com. 

Print Copy 

CLICK HERE to order your printed copy 
Each print copy of the Journal costs $25 plus tax and shipping.  

Digital download / free PDF 

A digital copy of the Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference is available as a free PDF 
download. Adobe Acrobat Reader is required to download the file(s). If you don’t already have it 
installed, visit www.adobe.com and follow the instructions. 

Full version of the Journal (minus Section 3**) 
2021 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference 



 
Journal broken into sections 
Section 1 - Organization (53 pages) 
Section 2 - Conference Leadership (35 pages) 
Section 3 - Directories (see note below**) 
Section 4 - Conference Business (177 pages) 
Section 5 - Historical Data and Records (122 pages) 
Section 6 - Statistical Tables (143 pages) 
 
**Please note: In response to growing concerns about internet privacy, the following 
components of Section 3 have been removed from the public file: Local Church Directory, 
Ministry Directory, Ministers Directory and Surviving Spouses of Ministers Directory. These 
directories are available to members of the annual confernece in the following ways: 

1. Order a printed copy of the Journal from Lulu.com, which contains Section 3; 

2. Access Section 3 as a free download through either the Church Dashboard or Extension 
Ministry Dashboard. This option works best for clergy actively serving and lay members 
of the Annual Conference; 

3. Reach out to your district office for a downloadable file. This option works best for 
retired clergy not serving; 

4. Contact the Conference Secretary for assistance. 

 Past Years’ Journals 

Click here to purchase or download past years’ Journals. 

 

Magnolia Manor of Marion County earns national award for excellence in 
quality care 

Magnolia Manor of Marion County in Buena Vista, Ga. has been recognized as a 2021 recipient 
of the “Gold – Excellence in Quality Award” for superior performance in the long-term and post-
acute care industry. Representing the best of the best, the award is the final step in three 
progressive levels of awards through the American Health Care Association and National Center 
for Assisted Living (AHCA/NCAL) National Quality Award Program. The program recognizes 
organizations that meet rigorous standards and serve as models of excellence in providing high-
quality long term and post-acute care.  



“We at Magnolia Manor of Marion County are very pleased to accept this prestigious award. It 
has been exhilarating to have some positive news during the midst of this long pandemic. I am so 
honored to have such a fantastic team of professionals working with me who have worked very 
hard to achieve this award. My heartfelt thanks goes to all who have helped us along the way,” 
said Angela Watkins, Magnolia Manor of Marion County Administrator. 

Earning the “Gold – Excellence in Quality Award” requires a skilled nursing center or assisted 
living community to achieve both the “Bronze – Commitment to Quality” and “Silver – 
Achievement in Quality” awards prior to moving to the Gold level. Achieving the Gold Award is 
a process that takes several years. Applicants must adhere to the core values and criteria of the 
Baldrige Performance Excellence Program, which is an organization management improvement 
tool that focuses on key areas including leadership, customer and staff satisfaction, strategic 
planning, and more. 

“Magnolia Manor of Marion County began its Quality journey in 2011 and received the Bronze 
Quality Award in 2012. They achieved the Silver Quality Award in 2017, and now the Gold 
Quality Award in 2021. I couldn’t be more proud of Angela Watkins’ leadership as the 
Administrator of the facility and the members of her team. They have spent countless hours on 
this journey working to follow and master the ideals this award represents. I appreciate the Home 
Office Staff who provided support and the right environment to help Magnolia Manor of Marion 
County be successful in achieving this goal. The whole Magnolia Manor organization is on the 
path for excellence in quality services, and our Marion County facility is leading the way with 
this very deserving recognition,” stated Mark R. Todd, Magnolia Manor President and CEO. 

Magnolia Manor of Marion County was one of only two health care providers nationwide to 
receive the prestigious “Gold – Excellence in Quality Award” this year. Since the program’s 
inception in 1996, AHCA/NCAL has issued only 49 organizations with awards at the Gold level, 
the final and most rigorous level of the National Quality Award Program.  

“Magnolia Manor of Marion County has demonstrated exceptional performance and care 
outcomes for their residents and staff,” said Tammy Kelly, AHCA/NCAL National Quality 
Award Board of Overseers Chair. “I applaud their resiliency and dedication to the quality 
journey and for this outstanding achievement.”  

The Magnolia Manor Leadership Team accepted the award during the AHCA/NCAL’s 72nd 
Convention & Expo which was held on Oct. 10-13, 2021, in National Harbor, Maryland.  

 

Register today for Youth Worker Winter Retreat 

Registration is now open for the South Georgia Conference's Youth Worker Winter Retreat, Jan. 
20-21, 2022, at Little Ocmulgee State Park. This retreat is a time for youth workers to remember 



their calling, their why. The last 18 months have been the hardest times to navigate in ministry; 
youth ministry has changed and youth workers need the tools, the relationships and reliance on 
God (and God alone) to continue. This one-day retreat will give youth workers time together to 
worship, to reset, to learn, to encourage, and to dream, again. For more information, contact 
Suzanne Akins, Associate Director, Connectional Ministries at suzanne@sgaumc.com or call 
(912) 638-8626 ext. 107. More information / Register 

 

A Great Adventure  

FROM THE BISHOP 
DAVID GRAVES 

When the announcement came that I would be serving South Georgia, people asked me 
repeatedly what I thought about serving as bishop of two Annual Conferences. My response 
was, “It is going to be A Great Adventure!”  

After 91 days of serving both Alabama-West Florida and South Georgia, it truly has been an 
adventure. And, for the most part, it’s been a great one! 

When I began this great adventure on September 1, I spent the day helping move my parents 
from their home of 52 years into an assisted living facility. A lot of my life had been living in 
that home. It was a day filled with emotion on many levels. Since that time, I have spent three 
days – including part of the Thanksgiving break - in Tennessee cleaning out their house and 
preparing it to sell. During the past six months, Nancy and I not only helped move my parents, 
but we also helped move Nancy’s aunt from Chicago to Knoxville. And the two of us now 
split our time between Macon and Montgomery, living part time in both places. I consider 
myself a circuit-riding bishop who some days wakes up and must remind myself where I am. 
An adventure for sure.  

This great adventure has taken me from Mobile, Ala. to Selma; from Montgomery to Macon; 
from Savannah to St. Simons Island; from Port St. Joe, Fla. to Pensacola; and many points 
in between. During this time, I sadly said goodbye to Bobbi Googe as my executive 
administrative assistant and gratefully welcomed Kate Tyler. I have the honor of working with 
two excellent Cabinets and two Conference staff. I have met incredible clergy and laity across 
South Georgia. Oh yes, a great adventure!  

During the first 91 days, I have had 22 onboarding sessions in South Georgia, which 
included Conference staff, Cabinet, and lay leaders. I have had the privilege of being in all six 
districts of the South Georgia Conference, meeting with both clergy and laity. Along the way, I 
have held four regional meetings in the Alabama-West Florida Conference.  



There have been a lot of meetings along this great adventure:  

• I’ve met with both Cabinets six times, either in person or via Zoom. 

• I’ve met three times with the South Georgia Laity Cabinet and two times with the 
Alabama-West Florida Laity Council. 

• I’ve had one meeting with both the South Georgia Committee on Episcopacy and the 
Alabama-West Florida Committee on Episcopacy.  

Several meetings have taken place to plan for our upcoming Annual Conference sessions 
in June. Remember, I get to do that twice, along with two appointment making sessions! 

I have made several videos, met with countless individuals and groups, met 28 times around 
the Boy Scout bankruptcy situation, met three times with the Council of Bishops Executive 
Committee of which I am a part, met one time with the Council of Bishop’s Finance Team, 
which I chair, and spent four days in meetings for the Council of Bishops Fall meeting.  

What a blessing it was to attend the yearly Children’s Home Banquet in Macon, be a part of a 
district UMM gathering, give the opening prayer for the beginning of the Georgia State Fair 
with Governor Brian Kemp, and to be in Brunswick at the Community Prayer Rally during the 
trial of those accused of killing Ahmaud Arbery. Nancy and I have been in worship services on 
Sunday, and I have preached on a few occasions.  

It has been an adventure for sure. I still consider this to be A Great Adventure! For at the end of 
the day, it’s not about the numbers, but it’s about the people. You have blessed Nancy and me 
beyond what words can describe. The words of the Psalmist ring so true, “Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever” 
(Psalm 23:6).  

As we move into 2022, I will have more to share about what you have shared with me during the 
past 91 days. In this moment, I want to give God thanks for all He has done in our lives. May 
you be blessed by the adventure of Advent that is upon us. Luke 2:10-11 reminds us, “But the 
Angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good news of great joy for all 
people. To you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.’’’  

Surely, this reminds each of us that every day is A Great Adventure!  

Thankful to serve alongside you as your Bishop.  

In Christ,  

David 

 



Justice and Kindness 

Winter Quarter: Justice, Law, History 
Unit 1: God Requires Justice 

Sunday school lesson for the week of December 12, 2021  
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 

Background Scripture: II Samuel 9 
Key Scripture (NIV): “David asked, ‘Is there anyone still left of the house of Saul to whom I 
can show kindness for Jonathan’s sake?’” 

Lesson Aims 

1. To understand the historical background of the text. 
2. To understand the importance of a vow and promise in the Judeo-Christian tradition. 
3. To understand the threats that weaken promises such as time and rationalization. 
4. To understand the transcendent power of a promise and vow. 

Cultural and Historical Background 

David and his followers engaged in long, costly battles to secure the kingdom of Israel. For years 
the nation of Israel operated as a theocracy. Israel consisted of a loose federation of the 12 tribes. 
The Mosaic Law served as their overriding moral code, and their life together was made possible 
through their belief that they were covenant people. God’s covenant with Abraham not only 
created a biological family, but a spiritual family as well. However, during the ensuing years the 
Israelites placed higher value on the biological kinship, often ignoring the spiritual kinship that 
was intended for the world. When threatened, Israel united to combat the threat and maintain 
their mostly peaceful coexistence. Israel had not conquered Canaan, they had subdued it. Other 
tribes remained in the land. The fiercest and strongest of those tribes was the Philistines. Though 
many battles were fought, the Philistines were never dispelled from the promised land. Israelite 
judges were those men and women who emerged during times of threat and saved the nation 
from their enemies. Some judges functioned not only as military generals, but also as prophets. 
Samuel was one such judge.  

However, the people eventually wanted a king. The surrounding nations had kings to oversee 
their welfare and Israel was becoming a nation of weakened trust. After the Judge was 
instrumental in saving them, the people often reverted to practices of idolatry. This rebellion 
created a serious breach of God’s covenant and Israel would suffer the consequences. This 
repetitive pattern of obedience and disobedience weakened the commitment of Israel to God and 
one another. Eventually, many thought Israel would prove more stable with a powerful king at 
the helm. Thus, they chose Saul. Samuel, the last Judge, anointed Saul as king. At this point 
Israel transitioned from being a loose confederation of tribes to a more centralized state.  



 

Background of Characters 

As a teacher and student, it is most helpful to read the entire story of David, Saul, and Jonathan 
in I Samuel. For our lesson, we will consider the main events and issues related to these three 
individuals. Saul would eventually struggle as king, making three serious mistakes that would 
seriously weaken his reign. Before Saul’s reign was complete, David was consecrated to be his 
successor. The relationship between the three begins formally during an Israeli-Philistine 
conflict. Goliath, the mighty warrior of the Philistines, stood taunting the Israelite army. In those 
days a conflict could be settled through the battle of one individual against another. Each army 
chose its champion, then they would fight. The victor’s army would then receive the victory. As 
an unusually large man, Goliath and the Philistines were confident regarding the outcome of 
such a battle. Goliath was such a fearsome and terrifying opponent no Israelite was willing to 
confront him. 

David was sent to check on his brothers and to bring news back to his father Jesse concerning the 
battle. As a young teen with no training as a warrior, he stood stunned that Israel allowed a pagan 
warrior to stand unchallenged. No one appeared to even challenge Goliath’s mockery. David 
volunteered to do battle against Goliath. Prior to the battle David and Saul’s son, Jonathan, 
forged a friendship. The friendship was birthed through Jonathan’s admiration of David. 
Jonathan attempted to fit David in his own protective armor, however the suit was too big. Thus, 
David fought Goliath with only his shepherd’s sling. 

David’s defeat of Goliath won him the praise of his people. Chants and songs arose praising 
David for his courage and triumph. Initially, Saul was grateful for David’s service; however, that 
gratitude quickly turned to jealousy and paranoia.  

Many physicians and therapists assert Saul possessed all the symptoms of bipolar illness. His 
moods could swiftly change from joy to sadness and from love to hate. David was retained to 
soothe Saul’s depressive moods with his music. However, Saul would quickly turn from 
appreciating the music to wanting to destroy David. Jonathan helped David survive such mood 
swings. However, eventually Saul became so paranoid of David he believed his reign could only 
continue if David was killed. Thus, the Israelite army began hunting David. David and his 
followers engaged in several conflicts with Saul and his army.  

Even when David faced the certain opportunity to destroy Saul, he refused to “take the throne” 
as long as Saul was alive. David and Jonathan, Saul’s son, had entered into a covenant of 
friendship together (I Sam. 24). David honored that covenant and forbid anyone from taking Saul 
or Jonathan’s life. Upon hearing of Saul’s death, David asked the Amalekite why they would 
“lift their hand to destroy the Lord’s anointed?” This question revealed David’s understanding of 
his promise to Jonathan. David honored Saul and God’s king as long as Saul lived. It is obvious 
from the story that David did not want to “take the kingdom away” from Saul. He viewed Saul’s 



death as unnecessary and was heartbroken upon hearing of Saul’s death in battle. David’s grief 
was compounded upon hearing that Saul’s son Jonathan, David’s dear friend, was also killed. 

David eventually solidified the kingdom of Israel. Peace was beginning to settle upon the land. 
However, in David’s mind and heart, a covenant with another, and the promises of that covenant, 
were to be acknowledged and obeyed. David struggled to enjoy the privilege of serving God’s 
people as long as the house of Saul suffered. Approximately 20 years have passed since David 
was anointed king. Saul and Jonathan were dead. Saul’s house was no threat to David 
whatsoever. 

The Message of Our Text 

The Power of the Promise 

Our text is related to the important issue of “promise-making.” A person’s word possessed 
tremendous power in Israel and later in our Judeo-Christian culture. A vow made to God or to 
another was considered binding. A person’s entire reputation was associated with keeping their 
promises and word. Few of us would argue that promise-keeping is as important to some as in 
years past. Some in our current culture adhere to the mantra “contracts are made to be broken.” 
Freelance writer Chuck Palahniuk sadly captures our culture’s current perception of promises 
and vows. He writes, “In a world where vows are worthless. Where making a pledge means 
nothing. Where promises are made to be broken, it would be nice to see words come back into 
power.” 

The Judeo-Christian tradition places high value on words, promises and vows. Genesis 
intentionally reminds God’s covenant people that the world was spoken into being. The words of 
God offered in the covenant with Abraham are from the same source that created all things. 
Thus, they are powerful and binding. In the moving story of Jacob stealing the birthright from 
Esau, poor Isaac cannot remove the stolen birthright from Jacob for he had already “spoken it.” 
Vows and promises were unbreakable. In the New Testament, John proclaims that Jesus is the 
Logos, the word of God made flesh. Thus, Jesus is the unbreakable promise of God’s love and 
redemption.  

David and Jonathan created a covenant and promise of friendship between them (I Samuel 24). 
That covenant of friendship included the promise not to destroy the house of Saul. David had 
honored that covenant by choosing not to kill Saul or Jonathan. 

What is your thinking upon the value of promises and vows in our culture? What do you believe 
are the consequences of broken promises? Though all promises are important, what promises 
and vows do you think are of utmost importance for you and others? What can we do as 
individuals, and what can the church do to strengthen the power of vows and promises? 

 



The Passing of Time Regarding Promise 

Time does possess tremendous power to alter. Time separates us from particular events. This 
separation can weaken the initial power of the event. Many of us remember the hilarious scene 
from the old Burt Reynolds movie “The End.” He is drowning at sea when he decides he wants 
to live. He begins swimming toward shore, promising God all of his possession if he can survive. 
As he gets nearer the shore the promise changes. The character weakens the promise with each 
stroke. By the time he stands safely ashore, little is left for God. Many preachers referred to this 
scene in the years following, for it is quite true to life. Many of us seriously mean the vows and 
promises we make at the time. However, time provides many the opportunity to “reconsider” our 
promises. Still, in our Judea/Christian tradition, a promise is never made to reconsider. If we are 
not serious when we make it, we shouldn’t make it. Naturally, some make promises in 
desperation, and some of those promises may be almost impossible to fulfill. I have to leave such 
promises to God. God knows us and understands why we do what we do and say what we say. 
However, the possibility that such moments exist should in no way weaken our understanding of 
vows and promises. Each of us took vows to the Church. We promised, as faithful followers of 
Jesus Christ, that we would give, serve, support, and pray. Time should never be given the power 
to erode those vows. 

Time has passed since David made his promises to Jonathan. David could easily dismiss them 
since both are dead. Who is going to hold David to account?  

What promises can you cite that are too easily weakened through time? What can we do as 
individuals and together to maintain the power and value of our promises through time? 
Considering the time frame of almost 20 years since David was made king, how easily do you 
think it would have been for David to simply forget his promise? What do you think made him 
consider this promise after all those years? What do David’s actions regarding his promise have 
to say to us about promises we make years earlier? What do you think we mean when we refer to 
“the transcendent power of a promise?” 

David could have easily let the concern for Saul’s house slide into history. No one lived that 
threatened David’s throne from Saul’s house. Why should David open the painful past if all was 
well at the time? Many of us have heard the old adage/question “Why not let a sleeping dog lie?” 
For David, establishing his promise to Saul’s house was not a potential threat to be avoided. It 
was a promise to be kept. David initially had no idea how any descendent of Saul’s house might 
respond. Perhaps they were angry, spiteful, desiring revenge. However, for David, the greater 
consequence was the failure to keep his word. What would neglecting his word mean for him 
spiritually? What would it mean for his own serenity? The more we study David and his 
motivations, we begin to understand why he was known as a “man after God’s heart.”  



Some believe David may have been motivated to renew the relationship with Saul’s house in 
order to “keep his enemies near.” However, a thorough study of the text and context reveals a 
deeper spiritual motivation for remaining true to Saul’s house.  

What do you believe was David’s motivation in seeking a descendant from Saul’s house? Why 
would David want to revisit a promise he made years earlier? Does the death of Saul and 
Jonathan have any bearing upon David’s initial promise? If they have no bearing, then why not? 
Did the death of Saul and Jonathan nullify the promise David had made? What does David’s 
determination to fulfill his promise say to us about the spiritual obligation we have to keep our 
word?  

Rationalization and the Promise 

Not only is time often given the power to weaken a promise, rationalization possesses the same 
power. David could easily rationalize his promise away. Saul had certainly been unkind toward 
him. David could even make the case that the covenant of friendship had been broken by Saul, 
and that the entire covenant could be dissolved. However, for David, even if a covenant was 
conditional, that is both parts must keep it, he did not understand his part to be conditional at all. 
Even if Saul attempted to take his life, he refused to take Saul’s. Even if the house of Saul sought 
to destroy the house of David, David would ensure that the house of Saul lived. If many of us 
look stringently enough, we can find a reason here and there to nullify the promise. As a pastor, 
I’ve listened to individuals offer reason after reason as to how the church has let them down. In 
response, they chose to withdraw from their vow. Certainly, churches can let people down. We 
are still human. God continues to use frail human beings to reveal his love and redemption to the 
world. However, my vow was made before God. My vow is not conditioned upon how perfectly 
others keep their part. I must, as much as possible, perfectly keep my part. David was going to 
keep his promise, regardless of the behavior of Saul and his house. Many could claim, “It doesn’t 
seem fair that I keep my word when the other does not!” However, David knew that it was God 
who established, kept, and maintained justice. He was to leave the issue of fairness to God, 
instead ensuring he kept his own promise.  

Have you neglected promises made because others violated their part? Have you allowed your 
desire to keep your vows to the church to diminish due to the frailties of the church? Should the 
successes or the failures of the church have any bearing upon our word? Upon our vow? Since 
everyone has different needs they want met by the church, what do you think would happen if all 
neglected their vow each time the church seemed to let them down? What does neglecting our 
vows in life do to us spiritually? How do broken promises affect our relationships with others? 
Do we make promises at home? Are these promises as important as all other promises? How do 
current broken promises affect our children’s understanding of vows and promises?  

David was so determined to keep his word that he called a servant from the house of Saul, Ziba, 
to inform him of any from the house of Saul who might continue to live. His answer reveals why 



many years had passed with little mention of Saul’s house. Jonathan had a son, Mephibosheth, 
who had been seriously injured in the attempt to escape during the battle that took his father’s 
life. Both feet had been permanently damaged, leaving him lame. His physical difficulty would 
have lowered his stature in the eyes of many. Some would perceive him as useless or even a 
bother. His family’s house lost the throne, and he could not raise or lead an army in his 
condition. He was destined to live quietly, eking out a living.  

However, for David, he was a member of Saul’s house and thus an important person in relation 
to David’s promise. David would treat him as he would treat his father, Jonathan. Mephibosheth 
would dine at the table of the king of Israel, a place where important, special individuals dined 
for the entirety of his life. The mention of Mephibosheth’s son, Mika, reveals that David’s 
kindness toward the house of Saul continued beyond Mephibosheth. The house of Mika became 
a prominent house in Israel. 

Do promises effect generations? In what way? What do you think the author of Samuel intended 
by mentioning the life of Mika? 

Transcendent Power of Promise 

David knows that his vow to Jonathan, concerning Saul and Jonathan’s family, was made in the 
presence of God. David well knew that time did not release him from his promise. Even though 
the two are dead, the spoken promise remained. Imagine how easily David could have dismissed 
his promise to Jonathan. David is unaware of any from Saul’s house that may still live. Even if 
some live, they must be far removed from the promise itself by time and circumstance. Still, 
David is determined to keep his word. 

David’s desire to keep this promise reveals again the “transcendent” power the Jewish people 
ascribed to vows and promises. Thus, there exists no excuse for a person to break their word.  

Would we keep our promises and vows if no other person knew? Do we make promises while 
aware of God’s presence? Do we understand our vows and promises to be made “in the 
presence of God?” If everyone involved a promise failed us, would we be determined to keep our 
word regardless? How has God kept his promise to Abraham in Jesus Christ? What promises 
did God make to us through Christ? What should be our response to God’s promises and 
faithfulness to those promises? 

Prayer 

Almighty God, our hope in ages past and all years to come, we offer thanksgiving for your 
faithfulness to us. Teach us to number our words and speak them with greatest care. Empower us 
to be a people of our word, to be a people faithful to our vows. May our lives reflect the presence 
of your great promise, Jesus, the Logos, within our own hearts. May our own fulfilled promises 
remind the world of your faithfulness in Christ. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 



Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com.  

 

Justice and Righteousness 

Winter Quarter: Justice, Law, History 
Unit 1: God Requires Justice 

Sunday school lesson for the week of December 19, 2021  
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 

Background Scripture: Isaiah 9:1-7 
Key Scripture (NIV): “Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He 
will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and 
righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish 
this.” Isaiah 9:7 

Lesson Aims 

1. To understand God’s transformation of a darkened, searching world. 
2. To understand God’s grace in the gift of a Messiah. 
3. To understand the ministry and purpose of the Messiah. 
4. To recognize God’s Kingdom in Isaiah 9 as it exists in the world today. 

Background 

Isaiah is considered one of the “major prophets.” This designation is certainly related to its 
length and the span of years the material covers. However, the prophetic message of the book is 
powerful. Though the book bears the 8th century prophet Isaiah’s name, the material spans 
almost 200 years. Schools of prophets existed in Isaiah’s day, and it is most likely that his 
students continued the prophetic book beyond Isaiah’s time. One of the most fascinating sections 
of Isaiah is “The Servant Songs” included in Isaiah 42-53. These songs describe in moving detail 
the suffering Messiah to come. Prophets were not so much future tellers as they were cultural 
observers and critics. The prophet viewed the current Israelite culture through the eyes of the 
Mosaic Law and Covenant. The Mosaic Law served as the plumb line by which they measured 
Israel’s faithfulness. Thus, when the covenant was abused and violated the prophet called the 
people to account. However, the prophets always offered the hope of redemption in spite of 
Israel’s sins. Though not future tellers, there are obviously moments when the prophet is allowed 
to gaze into God’s future. I like to use the analogy of gazing at a mud puddle in front of me. As I 
stare at the muddy water I can still see a reflection on its surface. If the sun stands before me I 
can see the reflection of what is to come. Though the reflection itself is far from perfectly clear, I 
can still see the shadowy images of what is ahead. The prophet looked upon Israel’s sin and 



ensuing judgment. However, on occasion the prophet saw a reflection of redemption that 
awaited. Many of the Servant Songs are understood as futuristic, that is, referring to Jesus Christ. 
There are also passages from other sections of Isaiah that are messianic in nature. Isaiah 7, 9, 11, 
and 25 certainly fall into this category. Many churches read selected passages from these 
chapters during Advent. Isaiah did not perfectly see the exact identity of the Messiah. Some 
would later believe King Hezekiah or the Persian king Cyrus to be the coming messiah. 
However, it is only as the prophet John the Baptist, along with the disciples and others, points to 
Jesus that it becomes clear who this suffering servant truly is.  

Today’s lesson is recognized by many as a messianic text, revealing the coming of God’s 
Kingdom through the Messiah. This passage is not concerned with the “details” of how, when 
and where the Messiah will appear. However, it is concerned with the purpose and ministry of 
the Messiah. The Messiah will usher in God’s Kingdom in all of its glory! All of God’s attributes 
will comprise the way of life under the Savior. The world will be at peace, live in righteousness, 
and experience utter joy. Love will be the air we breathe and justice will be our light. 

Like much of the material in the Old Testament, Isaiah contains beautiful potent prose. There is a 
rhythm, rhyme and grace within its stern, yet redemptive message. Thus, many of the prophetic 
passages must be interpreted as one would interpret Hebrew poetry. Hebrew poetry uses 
parallelism and couplets. That is, a truth is stated in one line, and is repeated with different 
wording in the following line. Thus, it is one and the same truth being expressed in two different 
ways.  

The Messianic Text 

The Darkness 

The poetic opening of the text reveals a stark contrast. The present state of Isaiah’s world as it 
was will stand in great contrast to what will be. Interpreting the prose as Hebrew poetry, we are 
presented a description of the world in two couplets, or four lines. In line one the people are 
walking in darkness. The second couplet amplifies that statement with the words, “Those living 
in the land of the deep darkness.” Notice the second descriptive line is darker and more 
disturbing than the first. The people were not only dwelling in darkness, the darkness permeating 
the land and was “deep.” In the original Hebrew, the phrase “deep darkness” implies a very dark 
shadow, much like the shadow of death. Shadows do not mean there is no sun. Quite the 
contrary, a shadow exists because there is a sun. An entity blocks the full light of the sun from 
shining upon the land. Thus, it is not an absolute darkness. God’s light still shines. It is still 
present. The darkness can hinder, but cannot remove the light. 

Of course, the darkness is the consequence of Israel’s corporate sin. The same sin repeatedly 
afflicts Israel. The neglect of God’s covenant, as expressed through the Mosaic Law, has plunged 
the nation into a darkened state. Often idolatry exists in such a state. Idolatry is the deadly 
mushroom that grows in the dark. Idolatry frequently finds a way to emerge and sometimes 



thrive in the dark shadow of human sin. Sadly, human nature can adjust to the darkness. People 
can grow contented simply navigating the world of shapes and shadows without seeing the 
radiant light and beauty of God’s creation and life. Plato, the Greek philosopher who spoke of 
darkness and shadows as they limited perception of the real world, lived years later. Plato 
happened to discover truth that existed from the beginning; it was truth Isaiah first witnessed and 
described. Later, the author of the New Testament book “Hebrews” also witnesses and describes 
the contrast of living in the shadows versus thriving in the light of God. What we experience in 
life has everything to do with whether we choose to live in the shadows or in the radiance of 
God’s world. The sin of the Hebrew people obfuscated the full radiance of God’s light, leaving 
them to grope in the darkness.  

When visiting one of my new appointments I entered the sanctuary at night. The light switch was 
several feet inside the door. When the large heavy door slowly closed behind me it left me in 
what appeared to me as utter darkness. I could not see anything. I could not even find the light 
switch. I knew there were wires and steps in the chancel. After six back surgeries I feared falling. 
I knew nothing to do but sit down and wait. I decided to sit and try to gather my thoughts. 
Perhaps I could find a way to search for the light. Thankfully, after groping with my hands, I was 
able to touch an organ bench, and I sat down. Within minutes I began to see darkened shapes. 
The longer I sat the clearer the shapes became. It was just as dark as the moment I entered. 
However, my pupils enlarged, allowing me to see light that had always been present. Eventually 
I found the switch. God’s light always exists. Our behaviors, attitudes and their consequences 
may bring the appearance of darkness. We can choose to navigate through the land of shadows 
and shapes, groping and often falling. However, should we wait upon the Lord, allowing our 
spiritual pupils to enlarge, our vision will grow in clarity. 

God’s light was ever-present in Israel. However, they were stumbling through the darkness 
created through their own sin. However, the prophet is calling for their attention. God refuses to 
let them grasp in darkness without the call to listen. If they listen they can see. A light is present, 
and that light will grow in intensity and scope! In the second lines of the couplets, we read those 
in darkness “have seen a great light.” The line in the second couplet adds to and amplifies the 
message, “a light has dawned.” The opportunity to see the light is coming. It isn’t just a single 
ray or a few particles of spiritual light, it is a “great light.” Even a flicker of light has the power 
to illuminate the darkest room. Such is the nature of God’s light in the Messiah. That light would 
dawn upon the darkened, groping world in Christ. As the sunrise chases the night away, the light 
of God’s Messiah would drive away the spiritual darkness!  

Though this ninth chapter opens with the painful reality of darkness, it quickly moves to the 
blessed hope made possible through the love and grace of God. This light isn’t just for an 
individual or a few. It is for all in the “land of darkness.” This light is for the entire darkened 
world!  



Can you recall a time in your life when you felt enveloped by utter darkness? How did you feel? 
What were your limitations? How were you rescued? Do you recognize God’s grace in your 
rescue? Can you relate to Isaiah’s reference to spiritual darkness? How do you understand and 
recognize this darkness in the world today and in your own life? Can you recognize the spiritual 
darkness related to the world’s corporate sin? What does this text have to say to the world? How 
do you understand Jesus statement that he is the “light of the world” in lieu of Isaiah 9:2? 

The Power of the Light 

Isaiah continues, “You have enlarged the nation and increased our joy.” The limitations imposed 
on humanity by the darkness of sin shall be forever pushed farther and farther away. Our 
perception is being enlarged! Our understanding of God, truth and each other is continuing to 
grow! Our possibilities and potential are expanded! It is true that we can only travel as far as the 
boundaries imposed upon us. There are emotional and spiritual boundaries as well as the 
physical. The darkness of sin and its consequences, along with past unresolved pain and conflict, 
can greatly limit the emotional life of an individual. While earning my degree in Marriage and 
Family Therapy, I watched a film of a counseling session. The film consisted of three attempts to 
reach a troubled young female teen. The first two therapists failed. The young woman kept her 
head down, staring at the floor while drumming her fingers on the table between them. The 
session with both therapists were different in methodology, yet identical in outcome. However, 
the third therapist reached across the table and touched the drumming fingers. Immediately the 
drumming stopped. She raised her head and looked into the eyes of the therapist. The single 
touch of the hand was liberating! The therapist had moved into her pain by acknowledging she 
was there. She wasn’t just a client sitting across the table! Many who experience pain from past 
experiences live within the boundaries of their painful experiences and memories. Their mind 
seeks to protect them and leads them to isolate themselves for further pain. However, the touch 
of the hand was akin to light in the darkness. She couldn’t reach beyond her pain, but 
compassion reached into her hurt. Her entire world was enlarged through that single touch!  

There are also spiritual boundaries. When our sin allows us to judge some as having worth and 
others as worthless, when we refuse to engage with others because of their ethnicity, religious 
background, or gender, we are living within boundaries imposed by our own sin. Israel was 
birthed to bring light to the entire world. However, in their sin they turned inward, thus 
neglecting the world about them. Israelites defined themselves by the geographical boundaries of 
their kingdom. However, they would also define themselves by the boundaries they set regarding 
other bloodlines and tribes. These boundaries were stifling, suffocating and were drawing the life 
out of Israel.  

The prophet uses the terms “yoke”, and “bar” across the shoulders to describe the heavy burden 
of Israel’s limitations. However, as in the day of Midian, God would use the unexpected to break 
that yoke. The poetic reference to “warrior’s boots” and garments “rolled in blood” are to 
proclaim Israel’s days of battle to be over. These soiled images of war would be consumed by 



the fire of God’s righteous judgement. In Isaiah 11:6-9, the prophet writes that the “wolf shall 
dwell with the lamb,” and “they shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain.” 

The light will enlarge the nation and increase joy! A great harvest of people awaits Israel through 
the Messiah. Paul would later describe the harvest in Ephesians with the words, “In Christ there 
is no Jew nor Greek, no male or female.” The Jewish person expecting a militant Messiah who 
would simply overthrow their enemies and grant them power to rule over others would prove 
disappointed. The Messiah would act in opposition to those expectations. Enemies would be 
transformed into brothers and sisters and all would dwell in harmony beneath the loving rule of 
God.  

Can you identify the limitations that can be imposed upon a church through apathy? Can you 
identify the limitations imposed upon you through a painful past? Through unresolved conflict? 
Through your own sin? Can a church experience limitations from a painful past? Through 
unresolved conflicts? What sinful limitations can we recognize in our current culture and world 
regarding the way we treat one another? How do you envision the Christ removing those 
boundaries? Can you share biblical accounts of Jesus eradicating boundaries? Of Jesus 
enlarging the world of the suffering? Can you envision a world in which all harmful boundaries 
are being eradicated? What role does the church accept in transforming the world of limitations 
and harmful boundaries? What role do we play as followers of Jesus in eradicating those 
destructive boundaries? 

A Messiah is Given 

“Unto us a son is given!” I quickly noticed the prophet’s use of the pronoun “us.” We can easily 
become tempted to think of God’s love and redemption as solely personal. How easily we forget 
it is the entire world that God loves. The Kingdom of God is about the great “us” living under the 
reign of God! In the Old Testament patriarchal world, the birth of a son meant everything to a 
Jewish household. Only a son could receive the inheritance of the family and carry on the family 
name. Into this patriarchal world Jesus was born. Jesus was born into our sinful world, with all of 
its sinful, suffocating and binding structures and institutions.  

The Messiah will be the great interruption in a world of repetitious sin. Everyone associated with 
the nativity was interrupted. The Magi and the shepherds were interrupted in their routines. Most 
powerfully, the lives of Mary and Joseph were turned upside down! The normal world was 
interrupted through the gift of the Christ, and life would never be the same. A new government 
would rest upon the shoulders of Messiah. Governments in the Old and New Testament era were 
unstable and often oppressive. Instead of liberating those bound by hate and prejudice these sins 
were perpetuated. On occasion a new king rose to the throne and filled the people with excited 
expectation and even periodic reprieve from their difficulties. However, good, faithful kings 
were few. All had feet of clay and people continued to live in the shadows and grope in the 
darkness. 



However, a new government would arrive on the shoulders of the Messiah. This kingdom would 
not be of this world. In John 18:36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world.” The new king 
would enter the world of pain and struggle for the purpose of transforming it with righteousness 
and love. Through the life of the Messiah, darkness would begin its retreat until its utter 
eradication in the end. The kingdom of the Messiah would not only prove stable, it would be 
eternal in nature. “And of the greatness of his government and peace there shall be no end!”  

The Kingdom of God through the Messiah does not mean we ignore, neglect or fail to participate 
in this world. In John 17 Jesus prayed that we might not be taken from the world, but rather that 
the world has no power of us while we live. The Kingdom of God is present in the Messiah, 
Jesus Christ in the here and now. This kingdom is transforming the world in which we live and 
will continue to do so until the Kingdom of God is established in all of its glory. Thus, we are 
residents in two worlds. We are active, loving, faithful members of the world community while 
always remaining true to the Kingdom of God. 

What does the reality of a spiritual kingdom mean to this ever-changing world? Can you 
recognize the reality of this kingdom in the here and now? Where do you see darkness 
retreating? How does the kingdom of the Messiah bring you hope? What do you think it means to 
say the Messiah is the hope of the world? How are we to live in this world and yet be faithful to 
an eternal hope? What do you think the biblical teaching (from John 17) that we are “in this 
world, but not of it?”  

God’s New Future Awaits 

The powerful majestic titles ascribed to the Messiah in our text attest to the beauty of God’s 
future. In Old Testament understanding, as the king goes so goes the nation. Wicked kings 
usually gave rise to a sinful nation. The opposite is thankfully true. Under the reign of the 
Messiah, the world will be as he is. The titles used by the inspired Isaiah are not exhaustive. 
They are a sampling of who Messiah is and how Messiah shall reign. However, this sampling is 
awe-inspiring.  

Counselor implies one with wisdom. The Messiah will rule with perfect wisdom and judgement. 
Injustice cannot exist in the presence of perfect wisdom. The two are antithetical. Men and 
women of great intellect and judgement still possess feet of clay. No person, apart from Christ, 
can eradicate egocentrism. The self is one of the most powerful realities we confront. Keeping 
the self subject to Christ is the call of every Christian. However, when the Messiah will reign as 
one with such love and compassion for all, that selfishness is non-existent. The teacher’s guide 
reminds us that the word “wonderful” is so overused it has lost much of its potency. It means far 
more than just “good.” Messiah’s loving character is so wise and loving it inspires a degree of 
wonder we have yet to experience in this life. Christ is the wonderful counselor! Thus, the 
government of Messiah is equitable and perfectly just. Under the reign of Christ we treat each 
other as justly as we are treated.  



The title “Mighty God” is one ascribed to a warrior king. A mighty king was most often a 
powerful warrior who led his people in victories over their enemies. However, this title is 
couched in other titles that clearly reveal who the enemies are. The Messiah is the mighty 
warrior over all that dehumanizes and is destructive. These are the dark powers lurking beneath 
and birthing all other destructive realities. Hatred is conquered by love, injustice by righteous 
justice, sorrow by joy, and war by peace. The head of the coming government will lead the world 
we have only tasted. We have only caught of glimpse of what can and shall be. Paul understood 
this truth beautifully, writing in I Corinthians 13, “Now we see through a glass dimly, but then 
we shall see face to face.” In the face of Messiah we will gaze into the face of all that is holy and 
righteous.  

The “Prince of Peace” is a kingdom title. Usually a person is prince over a geographical area or 
nation. We are all acquainted with titles today like the Prince of Wales, or the Princess of 
Monaco. However, this title declares Messiah is prince of an attribute, the attribute of perfect 
peace. He reigns over all peace, and wherever there is peace, he reigns. The Christ could also be 
titled the Prince of Love, the Prince of Compassion, the Prince of Joy, or the Prince of Justice. 
No one in our world possesses such a title. Such a title over attributes of the heart belong solely 
to the Messiah, for only the Lord can perfectly embody and exercise them.  

Finally, Isaiah envisions Messiah as “Everlasting Father.” This is the only place in the entire Old 
Testament where this title is employed. What a powerful revelation: God is parental! God is our 
divine parent! The title of “father” implies familiarity and intimacy. We address someone with 
the title father because we recognize a unique and close relationship with that person. The 
disciples must have been initially amazed when Jesus addressed God as father. When teaching 
them to pray he began the prayer with “Our father, who art in heaven.” We will share an 
emotional and close spiritual bond with the Messiah. The Christ will be Lord over all, and Lord 
of “me.” One of the major complaints constituents hurl at their governmental leaders is the 
disconnect they feel. They sense their leaders are disconnected from the lives they live and 
therefore do not understand the circumstances ongoing in their lives. However, the Messiah of 
Isaiah knows us and allows us to know him. We share a personal relationship with the King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords. 

When you read Isaiah’s messianic titles, what images come to your mind? What does each title 
say to you and your perspective of life? When have you witnessed these descriptive aspects of the 
Messiah present in your life? In the life of your church? In the life of the world? How do these 
titles bring hope to our present life and circumstances? What is the message of hope Christians 
possess that the world desperately needs to hear? How can we, as imperfect men and women, 
embody the powerful and beautiful Messiah described by Isaiah? Can people witness God’s 
wisdom, peace, and deliverance through us in a personal manner? How can our church make 
the presence of Messiah in the world real and personal for our communities? 

Prayer 



Almighty God, conqueror of all that dehumanizes, belittles and destroys, King over all that is 
holy and good, hear our earnest prayer. Help us to grow still and quiet, that we might hear the 
promise of Jesus Christ for the world. Grant us vision to see the Light of the World, grant us ears 
to hear the divine Word, grant us tongues to speak the liberating truth, and grant us the courage 
we need to be faithful when life is difficult. Through the name of Jesus the Messiah we pray, 
Amen. 

Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com. 

 

Leading through relationship 

LEADERSHIP REALLY MATTERS 
ANNE BOSARGE 
REV. JAY HANSON 

“What I want for Christmas is…” 

Forget the two front teeth; what most ministry leaders want are more volunteers!!!  

We ask, we beg, we plead, we cast vision, we explain, we smile, we laugh, we cry, we cajole, 
and… sometimes we resort to guilt. It never seems to be enough. We always need more.   

Volunteers… they make our world go ‘round or come crashing down.  

What if you decided to stop the crazy cycle of begging and pleading? What if your ministry was 
so volunteer-focused that people were naturally attracted to serving? Does it sound like a dream? 
Too good to be true? With a shift in approach, your ministry can become a place where people 
are drawn to serve. The key is to focus on relationships, not on tasks.  

Volunteers who agree to serve based on need and numbers often don’t bring the same vitality 
and energy to your programs as those who volunteer based on relationship. Set aside a specific 
period of time each week to work on investing in relationships with your volunteers. This doesn’t 
have to take hours – just a few minutes a week will do! Below are a few ways you can value 
your volunteers by investing in relationships.  

• Pray for them: Send a personal email to a few of your volunteers and ask for specific 
prayer requests. Let them know that you will be in prayer for them throughout the day.  

• Public Praise: Your volunteers don’t serve to receive praise, but it does fuel their 
passion when you take time to thank them publicly for all they do. Take advantage of 
social media outlets like Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook to brag on specific volunteers 
or just to express general thanks for your volunteer force.   



• Appreciate, Appreciate, Appreciate: Think of creative ways to say thank you – bake 
cookies, serve fancy chocolates, provide fun coffee fixings, write handwritten notes, or 
hold a special appreciation event once a year. What you do doesn’t really matter; it’s just 
important that you took the time and energy to express your thanks. Make it a habit to 
surprise volunteers with small tokens of your appreciation throughout the year.  

• Each One, Ask One: Invite your volunteers to become recruiters. Let them know how 
much you enjoy working with them in ministry and encourage them to recruit one of their 
friends to join them. It’s always more fun to serve with friends!  

• Survey Says: At least once a year, send out an anonymous survey to your volunteers and 
ask for their honest input on your ministry and programs. Anonymous surveys are easily 
done online through web-based programs such as Survey Monkey 
(www.surveymonkey.com). Ask specific questions about each program and the 
feel/vision/style of your ministry in general. When reading the responses, remember that 
you asked for honest feedback! Don’t take it personally! Your personal identity should 
not be tied to your programs; their opinions are not a personal insult, but an honest 
assessment of your ministry. Look for any patterns or responses that are repeated, then 
meet with a volunteer leadership team and adjust your programs accordingly.   

If your volunteers are connected relationally to the ministry, they will be more motivated to 
perform their task with excellence, be passionate about your mission, and likely to recruit their 
friends to join your team. Investing in relationships takes time, but it's necessary in order to 
create a healthy, sustainable volunteer team.  

Want more volunteers for Christmas this year? Lead through relationships.  

Jay Hanson, Director of Congregational Development and Lead Pastor of The Chapel 
Ministries, and Anne Bosarge, Associate Director of Congregational Development and Campus 
Pastor of The Chapel Online, serve at The Chapel Ministries. They love sharing about the ways 
God is moving in their church. Contact them at jay@thechapelministries.com and 
anne@thechapelministries.com.  

 

Making a difference in the world 

By Rev. Garth Duke-Barton, Conference Secretary for Global Ministries 

Picking up where I left off in my last column, I ask, “Where is the church serving in the world?” 
How about Korea and Hawaii? If you ever find yourself in Hawaii on a Sunday you can worship 
in a United Methodist Church. Interestingly, the origins of the Methodist movement in Hawaii 
started in places like Ohio and Korea. The United Methodist Church and her predecessors have 
been at work in the mission field for more than 136 years in Korea. 



Robert S. Maclay, an American missionary for Japan, met the Emperor Kojong in 1884 and was 
allowed to found schools and hospitals. Henry G. Appenzeller, the first American Methodist 
(North) missionary, arrived at Jemulpo port on Easter Sunday morning in 1885 while the mission 
of American South Methodist was begun with the visit of the Bishop E. R. Hendrix and C. F. 
Reid in 1895. 

Then the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church (North) 
began a mission that grew into a huge movement in South Korea. Today there are 1.5 million 
Methodists in Korea and the largest Methodist church in the world is in Korea. Kumnan has 
more than 140,000 members. 

Women from the United States went to Korea to serve as doctors, missionaries, and teachers. 
One of these was a woman by the name of Mary Scranton. 

“In 1885, the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society sent Mrs. Mary Scranton to the Chosun 
Kingdom, which was the name of Korea at the time. She started to educate girls and women for 
the first time ever and changed the history of Korea,” said Dr. John Nam Oh, chair of the 
Scranton Center board of directors. 

Through the work of many women and men the church started to evangelize in Korea. Then they 
followed the model commanded by Jesus to go forth into the world. One of the places members 
went was to Hawaii in 1902. They prayed and worshiped every day and the congregation grew 
from 50 to 58 while on the boat. Today there are 33 United Methodist churches in Hawaii. 
The work of the Methodist movement continues to this day in places like Korea and Hawaii 
because of the faithfulness of missionaries. God used many people to bring a Methodist 
movement to Korea and Hawaii. What mission field are you called to serve? Your apportionment 
dollars are at work making a difference in the world.  

Rev. Garth Duke-Barton, pastor of Epworth United Methodist Church in Jesup, also serves as 
Conference Secretary for Global Ministries. 

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – December 2021 
 
12/01 – Virginia Connelly: 11130 Springfield Pike, Apt. B 131; Cincinnati, OH 45246  
12/06 – Charles Adams: 301 Island St.; Lake Park, GA 31636  
12/09 – Mollie Danner: 1415 Sunrise Ave.; Moultrie, GA 31768  
12/10 – Charles Cox: 100 Spring Harbor Dr., Apt. 244; Columbus, GA 31904 
12/10 – Britt Priddy: 109 Churchview Dr.; Leesburg, GA 31763  
12/10 – Cephas Williamson: 4815 Tirol Pass; Ft. Wayne, IN 46835  
12/12 – Alan Miller: 2099 Corsica Way SW; Marietta, GA 30008  
12/13 – Sonny Moon: 1315 Girard Ave.; Sardis, GA 30456 
12/15 – Paula Lytle: PO Box 2905; Statesboro, GA 30459  



12/16 – Pat Holbert: PO Box 1004; Louisville, GA 30434  
12/19 – Ed Eschmann: 520 N. Spring Creek Cir.; Cobb, GA 31735 
12/19 – Morgan Johnson: 5000 Fairbanks Ave. #148; Alexandria, VA 22311-1227  
12/22 – Larry Giles: 214 Jasmine St.; Sandersville, GA 31082  
12/22 – Lenton Powell: PO Box 42986; Atlanta, GA 30311 
12/22 – Joy Wilson: 59 Amanda Lane; Ellaville, GA 31806  
12/26 – Wayne Mitchell: 431 Oak Ridge Dr.; Nashville, GA 31639  
12/26 – Diane Shedd: 1718 Azalea Dr.; Valdosta, GA 31602 
12/28 – William Blalock: PO Box 187; Vidalia, GA 30475  
12/31 – John Carroll, Jr.: 4663 Wesleyan Woods Dr.; Macon, GA 31210  
12/31 – Bill Daniel: 2450 N. Oceanshore Blvd., C215; Flagler Beach, FL 32136 
12/31 – William A. Smith: 102 Pierce Rd.; Reynolds, GA 31076 
 

OBITUARIES 

Rev. S. Carter Berkeley, Jr. 
Rev. S. Carter Berkeley, Jr., age 88, passed away very peacefully Friday, November 12, 2021, at 
East Georgia Regional Medical Center with much of his family by his bedside. He was born in 
Wayland, Kentucky on Nov. 25, 1932, to Mr. and Mrs. Shirley Carter Berkeley, Sr.  

Carter attended Asbury College in Wilmore, Ky. where he met the one and only love of his life, 
Faye Williams. Carter and Faye married in 1954 after graduating from Asbury and began their 
ministry together serving the Lord through the South Georgia Conference. Carter’s first 
appointment, at the tender age of just 22, was in Vidette, Ga. where he served while commuting 
to Emory School of Theology. He served many churches in South Georgia throughout his 41 
years in ministry, including Twin City, Lakeland, Adel, Waynesboro, Cordele, Perry and Macon. 
Carter was the Senior Pastor at Statesboro First United Methodist Church from 1980-1984 and 
loved Statesboro so much that he and “his bride,” as he affectionately called her, retired here in 
1995 after serving as the District Superintendent of the Americus District. His deep love for and 
devotion to his family was simply unmatched. He performed the marriages of all three of his 
daughters and most of his grandchildren. Carter had a beautiful singing voice and blessed many 
with his gift throughout his ministry. He enjoyed traveling, music, camping, reading, sports, time 
with his daughters and any activity that involved his grandchildren! He also had an incredibly 
deep affection for dogs and they for him! When asked to describe Carter in just one word, if they 
could, his children and grandchildren contributed these descriptions …. Gentle, Loved 
Unconditionally, Stoic, Regal, Full of Grace, Compassionate, Godly, Patient, Wise, Eloquent, 
Peaceful, Calm, Strong, Tender and Kind.  

Carter is preceded in death by his father, Shirley Carter Berkeley, Sr., his mother Margaret 
Milligan Berkeley, his stepmother Vivian Martin Berkeley, his brother, Edmund Carter Berkeley 
and his great-grandson, Chandler Douglas Oglesby.   



He is survived by “his bride” of 67 years, Faye W. Berkeley; three daughters and sons-in-law, 
Shirley B. (Ricky) Quick of Waynesboro, Beth B. (Tom) Dartez of Statesboro; and Sandy B. 
(John T.) Morris of Statesboro; nine grandchildren; 13 great grandchildren; and one brother, Bob 
Berkeley of Mt Vernon, Ohio. 

Visitation was held Monday, Nov. 15, 2021, at Deal Funeral Directors. 

The funeral service was held Tuesday, Nov. 16 at the Statesboro First United Methodist Church. 

Active pallbearers were Danny Richardson, Duane Richardson, David Richardson, Mitchell 
Morris, Matt Cardoza, Cole Williams, and Joshua Willoughby. 

Honorary pallbearers were United Methodist ministers and spouses, and the Dan Williams 
Sunday School Class.  

Burial followed in Bulloch Memorial Gardens. 

Deal Funeral Directors of Statesboro is in charge of the arrangements. 

Rev. Lee Creig Smith 
Rev. Lee Creig “Pork Chop” Smith, age 64, of Baxley died Monday, Nov. 15, 2021, at his 
residence under the care of GHC Hospice. 

Creig was born Dec. 17, 1956, in Dodge County to the late Leavey Carl Smith and the late 
Vivian Willene McLeod Smith. He was a veteran of the United States Navy, was employed by 
Georgia Power for many years on high line construction, and was a retired United Methodist 
Church minister. He was preceded in death by his sister, Christy Elizabeth Smith Hayes.  

Survivors include his wife, Sandra S. Smith of Baxley; sisters-in-law, Hattie Lou (James) Ford of 
Kalamazoo, Michigan and Lisa Stone of Baxley; brother-in-law, R. Bayne Stone of Hazlehurst 
and a host of nieces and nephews. Creig was “Unk” to Harrison Kelly Tillman and a special 
family friend to Denise Pittman, Rachel Bird, and Ryan Tillman. 

A memorial service was held Thursday, Nov. 18, 2021, in the chapel of Swain Funeral Home. 
Rev. Dr. Roger Byrd, Sidney Wildes, and Rev. Steve Meguiar officiated. 

Visitation was held one hour prior to the service. 

Honorary pallbearers were in attendance. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests contributions to The United Methodist Children’s Home, 
PO Box 2525 Macon, Georgia 31204. 

Funeral arrangements are under the direction of Swain Funeral Home. 



Mrs. Dorma Gemiah Smith Perry 
Dorma Gemiah Smith Perry, 96, went home to be with her Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on 
Thursday, Nov. 18, 2021. She was born Oct. 1, 1925, in Carroll County, Georgia, to the late 
Thomas Walter and Belle Hyatt Smith. Dorma moved to Waynesboro with her family in 1936, 
and graduated from Waynesboro High School in 1942. After graduation Dorma attended 
Chicago Evangelistic Institute until she was asked to return home to help raise her younger 
siblings. During her time at CEI she met the love of her life, Frank Long Perry, and the two were 
married on June 27, 1944, at Waynesboro First United Methodist Church. After their marriage 
Frank and Dorma lived in Michigan where Frank attended seminary and preached. In 1948, they 
returned to Georgia where Frank joined the South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist 
Church. During their 65 years of faithfully serving the Lord, while Frank preached, Dorma 
played the piano, taught Bible Schools, and lead mission studies. Dorma was passionate about 
missions. In 1982, after retiring to Waynesboro, Frank and Dorma, along with Reggie and 
Loutrelle Edenfield and Bruce and Carolyn Wilson, founded the Eagles, an organization for the 
retired pastors of the South Georgia Conference. Dorma took great pleasure in cooking and 
entertaining, not only for her family, but also for the members of the Eagles. In addition to her 
service in local churches, Dorma also served as a public-school librarian for 25 years, after 
obtaining her degree from Georgia Women’s College.  

Dorma became a dedicated Christian at the age of nine, while attending a revival at Hatley 
Methodist Church, and strived each and every day since then to follow God’s teaching and live 
as an example for others to follow. In addition to her parents, Dorma was preceded in death by 
her husband, Rev. Frank L. Perry; two brothers, Rev. J. Hyatt Smith and Thomas Smith; and two 
sisters, Murzelle Brown and Josie Rangler. 

Surviving are her son, Rev. Dr. David T. Perry (Autumn) of Milledgeville; daughter, Rebecca P. 
Miller of Sylvania; six grandchildren; seven great-grandchildren; five great-great-grandchildren; 
and several nieces and nephews. 

Funeral services were held Nov. 22, 2021, at Waynesboro First United Methodist Church. The 
Revs. David T. Perry, Isaac Salgado, Charles Cravey, and Don Sparks officiated. Burial followed 
at Burke Memorial Gardens. The family received friends one hour prior to the service. 

Pallbearers were Stephen Sowles, Joey Smith, Mitchell Goff, Andrew Beckman, Aaron 
Beckman, and Adam Beckman. Honorary pallbearers were the minsters and spouses of the South 
Georgia Conference. 

If desired, memorial contributions may be made to the Rev. and Mrs. Frank L. Perry Endowed 
Scholarship, Asbury University Office of Institutional Advancement, One Macklem Drive, 
Wilmore, KY 40390; or Wimberley House Ministries, P.O. Box 50 Waynesboro, GA. 30830. 

 



Scripture Readings – Dec. 7 edition 

December 12 
Third Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 12:2-6 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Philippians 4:4-7 
Luke 3:7-18 

December 19 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Micah 5:2-5a 
Hebrews 10:5-10 
Luke 1:39-45 
Luke 1:46b-55 

December 24 
Christmas Eve 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Psalm 96 
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-20 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 12/7/2021 edition  

Online Basic ERT Recertification – Dec. 11 
If your early response team (ERT) credentials have expired and you have not been able to renew 
because of COVID, UMCOR has waived all credentials from November 2019 through 
December 2021. In order to move forward in the credentialing process, UMCOR has now 
deployed an online recertification course to help you update your ERT credentials. Luis Morales, 
disaster response coordinator, will be hosting a four-hour online class on Saturday, Dec. 11. It 
will be held via Zoom from 8 am – 12 noon. More information / Register 

Youth Worker Winter Retreat – Jan. 20-21, 2022 
Registration is now open for the South Georgia Conference's Youth Worker Winter Retreat, Jan. 
20-21, 2022, at Little Ocmulgee State Park. This retreat is a time for youth workers to remember 
their calling, their why. The last 18 months have been the hardest times to navigate in ministry; 
youth ministry has changed and youth workers need the tools, the relationships and reliance on 
God (and God alone) to continue. This one-day retreat will give youth workers time together to 
worship, to reset, to learn, to encourage, and to dream, again. For more information, contact 



Suzanne Akins, Associate Director, Connectional Ministries at suzanne@sgaumc.com or call 
(912) 638-8626 ext. 107. More information / Register 

 

 

 


