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A special Christmas greeting from Bishop James R. King, Jr. 

Bishop King has recorded a special Christmas greeting as we move closer to celebrating the birth of 

Jesus Christ. Click here to watch 

 

Porterfield Memorial UMC members donate more than 3,000 cans of food to charity 

By Kara Witherow, Editor  

One person, one can. 

It may not seem like much, but when there are 2,562 people, the cans quickly added up. 

That was the idea behind Porterfield Memorial United Methodist Church’s 2562 Challenge, a food drive 

that asked each member of the Albany congregation to donate just one can of food. 

One can could be a meal for someone, said Rev. Nate Lehman, Porterfield Memorial UMC’s associate 

pastor, especially if it’s a high-protein food like soup, beans, peanut butter, or canned chicken. 

“We really tried to get people to think of it not just as one can, but as one meal,” he said. “We want 

people to be aware that helping others is not as hard as we make it out to be. It’s as simple as opening 

your cupboard and looking and seeing that there’s one can. And one can is one meal.” 

Rev. Lehman said that church leaders really wanted to come up with a mission idea that included and 

challenged the entire congregation, one in which everyone could easily participate. Too often, he said, 

only a handful of people can or do participate in missions work and outreach efforts, but Rev. Lehman 

knew that no matter a person’s age or heath, they could be involved in the 2562 Challenge. 

“You might not be able to go and drill a well, but on your way out the door to church you can grab a can 

of beans out of your cabinet,” he said. 

vimeo.com/148666334


 
 

The congregation really embraced the 2562 Challenge, with Sunday school classes challenging other 

classes and members challenging each other to see who could donate the most cans. 

At least two Sunday school classes – the Key class and the Chi class – each donated hundreds of cans to 

the effort, which benefited Love Thy Neighbor, a food and clothing ministry of Avalon United 

Methodist Church.  

“The response has been great,” Rev. Lehman said. “Our members have taken this challenge on in a big 

way and it’s been amazing to see their excitement.” 

Every fall, the church’s Key Sunday school class hosts an annual “Make It, Bake It, Grow It” auction 

where members auction items they have made, baked, or grown. In the past 25 years, the class has raised 

more than $30,000 for missions and outreach projects.  

The class decided to spend $300 of this year’s proceeds on food for the 2562 Challenge, and bought and 

donated 160 cans of soup and 150 jars of peanut butter. Class members contributed additional cans, too; 

when combined the Key class contributed 596 cans of food. 

“It’s a very mission-oriented class,” said class leader Joyce Mullinax. “They are a loving, caring class, 

probably one of the finest Sunday school classes you could be privileged to be a member of.” 

Love Thy Neighbor Director Ed Haggerty said that the 3,000 cans will be a huge boost to their food 

reserves. 

The Albany ministry serves about 100 people each week and gives each a bag of food. Receiving the 

donation from Porterfield Memorial UMC’s 2562 Challenge will allow the ministry to spend their 

money on perishable food – mostly meat and bread – and continue to serve their clients.  

“The cans of food they are providing are a blessing as we do the Lord’s work,” Haggerty said. “I just 

can’t thank Porterfield enough for what they’re doing and for helping us with our needs, and we 

appreciate everything they’ve done. That’s why we have a ministry called Love Thy Neighbor, to do just 

that, because that’s what the Lord has called us to do – to love our neighbors.” 

The Porterfield Memorial UMC congregation will primarily focus on serving the Albany community in 

2016, Rev. Lehman said, and the 2562 Challenge was a great, easy way to serve those in their midst. 

“We want to impact our community and then impact the world,” he said. “I never expected the response 

that we’ve seen. We just asked for a simple can and they brought more than we imagined.” 

 

Pittman Park UMC gives backpacks full of grace and love 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 



 
 

In August, Statesboro’s Pittman Park United Methodist Church began an outreach ministry focused on 

donating backpacks filled with common hygiene and household items to those who are homeless or 

otherwise in need. 

Since then, more than 200 of their navy blue nylon-string backpacks, emblazoned with a tree logo and 

the words, “Amazing Grace,” have been filled and distributed. 

“I was reading an article about homelessness one day and my thought was, ‘There but for the grace of 

God go I,’” said ministry organizer Mrs. Mickey Martin. “I was on Pinterest and saw where someone 

was making care bags for homeless people and thought that I could do that.” 

What started out as a solo project quickly grew into a larger ministry. After a conversation with Pittman 

Park UMC senior pastor Rev. Bill Bagwell, the Amazing Grace Project, as it’s now known, became an 

official ministry of the church, a committee of six was formed, and it really got started. 

Into each bag go basic toiletries – a toothbrush, toothpaste, shampoo, soap, deodorant, a razor and comb 

– and other items like a washcloth; socks; tissues; an energy bar; a city map; dried fruit; a pen and pad of 

paper; a small first-aid kit; a bottle of water; and a thermal cup filled with packs of instant coffee, tea, 

creamer, and a to-go drink to mix with water.  

The items in each bag were chosen based on research and requests from those who ask for financial and 

other types of assistance from local churches, Martin said, and are a very tangible way to help meet 

some of the needs of people in Statesboro and Bulloch County. 

“When people come into our church, they often ask for things that we can’t always provide,” she said. 

“We really wanted to have something to give to someone in need so that they have something and know 

that people care.” 

All items in the bags have been donated by generous individuals from Pittman Park UMC and six other 

local congregations. The backpacks are the only item that have to be purchased. Martin and other 

Amazing Grace Project committee members write letters each week to local businesses, elected 

officials, and community groups, asking for donations and raising awareness of the ministry. The 

response has been great, Martin said. 

“Pittman Park is one of the most generous congregations you’ll ever find. I introduced it at church and 

we were just flooded with donations.” 

The bags are distributed at six Statesboro-area churches, a women’s shelter, an outreach center, and 

local food banks. The Bulloch County Sheriff’s Department and Statesboro Police Department both 

recently began carrying bags in each patrol car, for deputies and officers to give out as needed. 

Martin is grateful for the opportunity to be used by God and to live out Jesus’ call to serve others. She 

credits, in part, her Pittman Park UMC small-group ministry for helping her realize that calling. 



 
 

“I go to a life group and we were talking one time about helping others, and several of the Bible verses 

really struck home. ‘I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 

drink …’ They just struck me and made me more grateful to God and more aware that the things that He 

has given me are not necessarily for me, but they are to go through me so He can get it to other people,” 

she said. “I feel like (God) is using me in a way that will help people understand and come to God, and it 

makes me feel good that God has a use for some of the things I can do.” 

 

Conference Center Update 

By Dr. Hal Brady 

“Strangely Warmed” is an expression well known to United Methodists. Of course, it is John Wesley's 

heartwarming experience at Aldersgate when the Spirit of God touched his heart. 

But what about “Marvelously Warmed?” Here I am referring to the hearts of all of us who stay close to 

the Conference-wide campaign of raising funds to build the new Conference Center. Recently, our 

hearts were warmed by two special gifts that were given to help make the dream a reality. 

One of these gifts was from the Ingleside United Methodist Church in Macon. Those dedicated folks 

pooled their resources and gave $10,000 for the naming of the “Work Room.” This is so appreciated.  

The second gift was from the Preston United Methodist Church in Preston. The story of their gift of 

$255.96 is very unique. These faithful church persons began on Mother’s Day and have designated all 

loose plate offerings from their Sunday worship services to the Conference Center. And even though 

they have sent in a check, these loose plate offerings continue. 

To be sure, numerous other churches, Sunday school classes, groups, and individuals have also made 

notable gifts to the campaign, and we are so grateful. But these last two gifts firm Ingleside and Preston 

UMCs are recent and marvelously warmed our hearts. 

The amount given on the current campaign, encouraging 5,000 South Georgia United Methodists to give 

at least $100 to the Conference Center, is $98,527.16. This represents 783 donors. Thanks be to God. 

 

Wesley Glen Ministries tells the Christmas Story 

During this advent season, Wesley Glen has been sharing the story of the first Christmas in its local 

community and online. This agency of the South Georgia Conference serves adults with developmental 

disabilities through residential and day programs, providing 24-hour care and helping those they serve 

work toward greater independence. Earlier this month they participated in Riverside UMC’s Drive-

Through Nativity program, silently presenting scenes of the story to thousands of Macon-area drivers 



 
 

and passengers. Residents shared their versions of the Christmas Story with clergy in the North Central 

and Southwest Districts at Christmas celebrations. Click here to watch a video of a special rendition of 

the first Christmas as seen by many of the people we serve. Like us on Facebook and share our story 

with your friends. Wesley Glen Ministries wishes you a blessed Christmas season.  

 

Global Ministries to break new ground in Atlanta Jan. 19 

In the fall of 2016, Global Ministries, the mission agency of The United Methodist Church, located in 

New York City for almost 200 years, will move to its new home in Atlanta, Ga. The move to Atlanta – a 

catalyst for envisioning new ways to connect the church in mission – is a pivotal moment in the life of 

Global Ministries and the people with whom it serves. 

With a programmatic scope encompassing the world’s major social and global health challenges, 

integrated with an international humanitarian aid organization providing relief from hunger and 

disasters, Global Ministries brings a global perspective to its work in Atlanta and Georgia.  

Encouragement for the move came from local churches, universities, and organizations including Emory 

University, the Rollins School of Public Health, and Candler School of Theology. Others expressing 

encouragement are The Carter Center, Clark Atlanta University, and Gammon Theological Seminary.  

In March 2015, Global Ministries purchased property from Grace United Methodist Church at 458 

Ponce De Leon Avenue, where Grace and Global Ministries will share common space.  

A groundbreaking ceremony is scheduled for Jan. 19, 2016 at 2 p.m., at Grace UMC, where Global 

Ministries’ staff will celebrate with Atlanta community leaders, and partner organizations. When asked 

about the groundbreaking ceremony, Thomas Kemper, Global Ministries’ general secretary, stated, 

“Groundbreaking ceremonies typically memorialize new building construction. For Global Ministries, 

groundbreaking means breaking open new spaces for innovation and collaboration, deepening 

relationships with the church in Atlanta, and embarking in new partnerships with our neighbors and 

local communities.”  

Working with Collins Cooper Carusi Architects of Atlanta, Global Ministries has developed a 

renovation project with completion and move-in scheduled for August 2016.  

When asked about the progress of Global Ministries’ relocation project, Roland Fernandes, general 

treasurer, said, “Although the renovations have not started, it has been incredible how this project has 

come together in a very short time period. So many pieces have fallen into place despite several 

unforeseen issues.” Fernandes added, “We have completed the hard design on schedule and now await 

the approval to move ahead with the actual work from January. Truly God is at work here!” 

Global Ministries’ commitment to environmentalism is evident in their attention to green renovations. 

Jim Winer, AIA LEED Accredited Professional of Make3 Architecture/Planning/Design, is providing 

http://www.wesleyglenministries.com/plaintext/newsevents/holidaygreetings.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/Wesley-Glen-Ministries-125633294643/


 
 

programming and program management services. According to Winer, “The North building, where 

office and meeting space will be located, is currently registered with the U.S. Green Building Council 

and is designed for LEED Gold Certification. Winer further noted, “The building upgrades include a 

significantly more energy efficient building with high-performance glass, added fresh-air systems, 

water-efficient plumbing fixtures, and a photovoltaic solar array. In addition to the energy features, the 

project will include recycled and low-emitting materials to improve indoor air quality.” 

As prescribed by The United Methodist Church’s legislative body, known as the General Conference, 

Global Ministries is the “missional instrument” for the church in the United States and the world. 

Having begun in 1820 in New York City, Global Ministries today supports 350 missionaries in 60 

countries, including the United States, with personnel, projects, and partners in 136 countries. Learn 

more about Global Ministries by visiting umcmission.org. 

 

Finding a moment of joy and hope 

FOCUS ON THE VISION 

DENISE WALTON 

I recently read an article entitled, “Is it too much pressure to be merry at Christmas?” The author, Lyda 

K. Hawkes, through her transparent struggles, encourages the reader to remain open to moments when 

the true meaning of Advent breaks through this season.  

The Season of Advent is a time of awe, wonder, and expectant waiting. As Christians, we look back at 

the birth of the Christ and we look forward in anticipation of His second coming. There is hope, love, 

joy, and peace among us. 

However, there is another season commonly referred to as the holiday season. Here we have parties, 

shopping, commercialism, public expectations, and the noise of the world. If we are not careful, Advent 

can get lost in the noise of the holiday season. 

And yet, the season of Advent holds another quiet reality. For many, the Advent season includes the 

pain of depression, grief, and loss. Two of my dear friends in life are facing challenges with personal 

loss. For these women of faith, Advent is filled with gratitude, grief, and pain.  

In my attempt to walk alongside these two friends on the journey, I discovered two amazing books to 

share during this special time in their lives. “The Empty Chair,” by Robert DeVries and Susan J. 

Zoonebelt-Smeerge, and “Season of Light and Hope: Prayers and Liturgies for Advent and Christmas.” 

As they minister to others, I pray they will discover for themselves a moment of hope and joy. 

How might you help someone in your church or community have a moment of hope and joy this Advent 

season? 

http://www.umcmission.org/
http://www.rethinkchurch.org/articles/spirituality/is-it-too-much-pressure-to-be-merry-at-christmas


 
 

How might your local church acknowledge the grief and loss faced by many during this time? 

As we quiet ourselves and draw closer to Advent, what a wonderful gift it would be to help others have 

a moment of joy and hope. 

May we each experience anew the miracle of Jesus Christ. 

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 

denise@sgaumc.org. 

 

What’s Christmas all about? 

By Dr. Hal Brady 

As someone suggested, “Charlie Brown isn’t the only one who asked, ‘what’s Christmas all about.’” 

Real people also ask it. Well, what is Christmas all about? Permit me to offer a few suggestions. 

Christmas is about God being with us! “And the word became flesh and dwelt among us …” (John 

1:14). One of my favorite Christmas stories is about the little boy who was walking home one evening 

with his father from a Christmas Candlelight Service. This was in England during World War I. The 

families who had a son in the service would place a candle in the window and each evening the candle 

would be lit. The lighted candle was symbolic of the fact that they had given a son to the nation to show 

them the way. 

The boy made a game of counting the candles in the windows of the houses. As the little boy and his 

father continued their walk home they came to a vacant lot where there was no house. It was a clear 

night and the lad looked up at the sky and saw a very bright star. And seeing this, he said happily to his 

father, “Look daddy, there’s a light in God’s window.” And so it is! 

The late Dr. George Buttrick, notable Presbyterian minister, said that “people are at home with Jesus: 

afraid and yet deeply at home. We must never pretend that the heavens were emptied when he came. 

Jesus does not resolve or dissolve the mystery of God: He reveals God. In other words, the love revealed 

in Jesus is the very nature of ultimate reality itself.” 

Christmas is about love being the solution! Many have preached and continue to preach that the 

greatest power in the world is force. Well, it oftentimes seems so, because force undoubtedly makes 

more noise than anything else. Force is also the screaming lead story of all our news programs. But as 

Christmas demonstrates, the greatest power is love. 

God wanted a way to get this truth over to the human family so He had to figure out a way to do it. And 

God figured that the best way to do it was to put it into the most lovable form known to humankind – a 

mailto:denise@sgaumc.org


 
 

baby. Most everybody loves a baby. Most everybody loves a child’s face. And this baby has indeed 

captured the imagination and heart of the world. Only God could have thought of it. 

But we human beings are so easily impressed or duped by seemingly mighty false Messiahs who say 

they are going to conquer the world. But history is replete with those who tried and failed. 

 

Later in his life, the great conqueror Napoleon, stated, “Caesar, Charlemagne and I founded great 

empires. On what did our genius depend? On force. Jesus of Nazareth founded His Kingdom on love 

and service. And today millions do Him honor.” 

Christmas is about being reminded that we are family! “The word became flesh” not only for us but 

for all humankind as well. Consequently, one of the great additional meanings of Christmas is that we 

are family. Christmas clears up our confusion on how we are to relate to other people. 

And certainly this is a message desperately needed in our fearful world of today. In the midst of wars 

and rumors of wars, violence and turmoil, fear and suspicion and prejudice, Christmas comes with its 

beautiful vision of peace and reminder that we are family. 

Centuries ago a prophet under the starry sky raised his eyes and prayed, “O God, is there hope?” And 

the voice of God came to him, “Yes, Micah, there is hope.” “But when and where?” cried the prophet. 

There came back the answer, “In Bethlehem.” From that time on Bethlehem became a symbol of hope 

not only for ancient times but for our times and all times as well. Merry Christmas! 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

Mercy notes 
When you are sad or lonely 

PATHWAY TO HIS PRESENCE 

B.J. FUNK 

Mercy danced around me that day, but I was too preoccupied to notice. Mercy’s ballet was slow and 

beautiful, a soft melody preceding each step. Mercy was tender, kind and inviting. However, I had 

already given the key to my heart to grief, sadness, loss, and loneliness. Mercy would have to wait for 

better times, happier times. I did not want her to dance.  

“Let me be,” I begged. “You cannot begin to understand the pain I feel, the grief that sleeps on my 

pillow beside me. Just let me be.” 

Mercy thought, “I’ll find a way. Somehow, I will find a way to reach over and through the grief, 

sadness, loss, and loneliness.” She smiled with the thought. 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/


 
 

The first note came that same day, deposited by the Post Office. The next note came through email. One 

note found its way to my front door, and there it stayed, tucked and resting, until it became mine. A 

child’s note brought the first hint that maybe, eventually, I would be able to smile. And, on and on it 

went, my basket overflowing with note after note of mercy. 

I began to feel more relief when I picked up my Bible. “Because of the Lord’s great love, we are not 

consumed, for His mercies never fail. They are new every morning …” (Lamentations 3:22-24) 

I got out of my chair, gave my hand to mercy … and we danced. 

The Rev. B.J. Funk, associate pastor of Central UMC in Fitzgerald, has written a book with 50 

devotionals on grief based on her personal experience. “Grief is not a Permanent Condition: 50 

Devotionals to Help You Through the Grieving Process” points the reader to Jesus and the hope found 

in Him. Visit www.bjfunkgrief.com for more information and to order. Email Rev. Funk at 

bjfunk@bellsouth.net. 

 

A Generous Gift 

Winter Quarter: Sacred Gifts and Holy Gatherings 

Unit 1: What We Bring to God 

Sunday school lesson for the week of December 27, 2015 

By Helen & Rev. Sam Rogers 

Lesson scripture: Matthew 23:1-12; Mark 12:38-44  

This last Sunday of the year and the last Sunday in this unit is a good time to take stock and understand 

where we are and what we have been doing. Remember the title of the quarter’s study, “Sacred Gifts and 

Holy Gatherings,” which carries us back to both the Old Testament and to Jesus, with glimpses of 

special moments in Jewish life and His life. The unit has focused on “What We Bring to God.” Fittingly, 

today we examine giving – both in form and motivation. 

We examine the key verse in Matthew 23:12 to begin our examination of today’s scripture. “All who 

exalt themselves will be humbled, and all who humble themselves will be exalted.” This paradoxical 

statement of Jesus sets the stage for two events in Jesus’ last week before the crucifixion. 

He has arrived in Jerusalem, where the plot to kill him is far advanced. He spends much of his time in 

the precincts of the Temple, where confrontation and conflict rule the day. With Pharisees, Sadducees, 

and Temple officials, he has had discussions on many points of Jewish life and practice. Usually, as he 

literally did with the tables of the money-changers, he has turned over pet beliefs and sacred practices.  

http://www.bjfunkgrief.com/
mailto:bjfunk@bellsouth.net


 
 

The stage is set for his teachings about the scribes (legal experts) and Pharisees who do not practice 

what they teach. We are far removed from His references to their dress, where fringes and phylacteries 

are mentioned, but the message is loud and clear about attitude and ego!    

Jesus urges the people to keep the Law, for, in doing so, the faithful are reflecting the nature of God. 

There are limits, and he chastises the religious professionals for adding minutiae to their faithful 

practice. In addition, and more to the point, the leaders “do not practice what they preach!” The leaders 

are wrapped up in titles, privileges, and status and forget the people they are to lead by word and deed. 

As these lessons are being written, Pope Francis is visiting the United States. He has spoken to national 

leaders in Washington at the Congress and to international leaders at the United Nations. In clear words, 

backed up by his own personal example, he has enunciated what these leaders need to be and to do for 

the people! His attitude is clearly one that exemplifies the key verse. He sits in the seat of Peter, but his 

actions are those of a humble human being, aware of the needs of the masses of refugees and the poor of 

the world. For example, after the address to Congress, he declined a formal meal with the national 

leaders and went to a soup kitchen in a poor neighborhood in D.C. He practices what he preaches! 

The phylacteries were small leather boxes attached to the left wrist and to the forehead containing four 

reminders of the Law. (Exodus 13:16 and Deuteronomy 6:8) The passages were (and are!) Exodus 13:1-

10: 13:11-16; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Deuteronomy 11:13-21. Usually, these are very small, but not so for 

these guys! Their goal was “to be seen by others.” 

The fringes were originally added to outer garments as a reminder the wearer was a faithful observant 

Jew. (See Numbers 15:38-39) The two worn together, phylactery and fringe, proclaimed quietly who the 

wearer was! Not so the Pharisees! Jesus condemns this ostentation of dress, behavior, and life-style the 

leaders show to the people, while demanding strict observance of rules that were burdensome and 

expensive by people who already were struggling just to live. 

Hypocrisy is a constant threat to the faithful, God-centered life. We easily slip into doing “good deeds” 

to be seen. Look at the plaques listing givers on walls! Look at the different levels of giving! Look at the 

list of donors in magazines from colleges, schools, charitable organizations, etc. Are our actions and 

donations designed to be seen and given recognition? One of the hot topics about revision of the U.S. tax 

code is to remove many deductions, including those listed as charitable. Would we still give if we didn’t 

get the deduction?  

The second scripture for study today again is focused in the Temple during the days just before Good 

Friday. Mark 12:38-40 begins, like Matthew, with the condemnation of the religious leaders for their 

demeanor and behavior. In addition to flowing robes and acknowledgement of their importance, the 

charge is added of “devouring widow’s houses,” or as CEB has it, “cheat widows out of their homes.” 

We have all heard about the “scams” directed at the elderly preying on fears and causing these 

susceptible persons to lose their security. The vulnerability of the weak and helpless has opened the door 



 
 

across the years to those who would take advantage of such people. Such actions demand retribution. 

Jesus promises, “just you wait!” 

At that moment, while watching people making their gifts in the Temple, an elderly widow came to 

make her gift. Mark describes the contrast between the donations of the wealthy and her “widow’s 

mite.”  

The location of these 13 bronze receptacles shaped like trumpets was between the Court of the Gentiles 

and the Court of the Women so anyone who came to the Temple could give. Not only give, but make 

noise in giving, as the sound of metal against metal reverberated around the walls! Jesus is watching – 

listening!  

The amount of the gift is never the important factor – not size, but sacrifice! In a financial campaign in 

one of our churches, the theme was “Not equal gifts but equal sacrifice.” The widow’s mite was a much 

larger gift than the noisy gifts rattling in the metal trumpets. 

IRS statistics indicate Americans give away an average of 7.6% of their discretionary income. The 

average for wealthier people is 4.2%. The poorest give twice as much percentage-wise. The truth is 

many of us give out of our abundance rather than sacrificially. When we love God with heart, mind, soul 

and strength and our neighbor as ourselves, the form and the motivation of our giving come together in a 

perfect unity. Doing so gives God the glory! AMEN. 

Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net.  

 

A Bride Worth Waiting For 

Winter Quarter: Sacred Gifts and Holy Gatherings 

Unit 2: Four Weddings and a Funeral 

Sunday school lesson for the week of January 3, 2016 

By Helen & Rev. Sam Rogers 

Lesson scripture: Genesis 29: 15-30 

Background Scripture: Genesis 28-30 

Every lesson has both primary and background scripture for study. Never has the background scripture 

been more important than this week’s excursion through the twists and turns of Jacob’s search for a 

wife!  

The search begins when his father, Isaac, sends him to Laban, his uncle, so he will not marry a 

Canaanite woman, as did his brother Esau. The basis of the journey to Aram/Haran (today’s Syria!) is to 

fulfill the Covenant made with Abraham – a Covenant of both land and the blessing of progeny through 

mailto:sgr3@cox.net


 
 

whom all the nations of the earth will be blessed. Don’t lose sight of the Covenant behind all the ancient 

customs surrounding this convoluted story!! We can miss seeing the forest for the trees! 

The traditions and mores of that ancient culture do not fit our time. Marrying a relative, having more 

than one wife, sexual relations with concubines – all and more were designed to have many children! In 

an agrarian and nomadic society, these were not only signs of success and blessing, but a necessity. 

However, the real love story of Jacob and Rachel must not be missed! 

On the way, Jacob spends a night, with a stone as a pillow, at a place he will name Bethel – House of 

God. He has a dream of a “stairway to the stars,” reaching from earth to heaven. The angelic traffic on 

“Jacob’s ladder” is two-way, and God is at the top. In his dream, God reaffirms the Covenant now to the 

third generation. Jacob, who swindled Esau out of his birthright and tricked his elderly, nearly blind 

father, Isaac, into giving Esau’s blessing to him, now sees an opportunity for a “real deal” to be made 

with God!  

   If God will be with me and will watch over me on this journey … 

   (if God) will give me food to eat and clothes to wear so I can return 

     safely to my father’s house … 

 then the Lord will be my God… 

   and (then), of all that you gave me, I will give you a tenth…(Genesis 30:20-22) 

Finally, Jacob arrives in Aram/Haran. At the communal well, he meets Rachel and falls in love with her. 

However, the trickster has met his match in his future father-in-law, Laban. He agrees to work seven 

years for Laban so he may have his youngest daughter, Rachel, to be his wife. The reason for the long 

journey is consummated! After seven years (that seemed to Jacob days), the week-long wedding is held. 

Surprise! Surprise! Guess who came to the marriage bed? Leah, Laban’s oldest daughter – not Rachel! 

Don’t ask us how that switch occurred! Just reporting the facts! Jacob is incensed, but Laban’s answer is 

cultural – can’t have the younger daughter married first!! After another week, Rachel becomes Jacob’s 

bride also, but not before he agrees to work another seven years. 

During those seven years, Jacob is living with two wives and two concubines – oh yes, Zilpah and 

Bilhah are a part of the deal. Laban gave a maid to each daughter. All four of these women become the 

mothers of sons that will become the 12 tribes of Israel! God has a wonderful sense of humor and, truly, 

God’s ways are not our ways! 

Preferential treatment and jealousy are a big part of the human side of the unfolding Biblical drama. 

Leah knows she is not Jacob’s first love, but she is mother to four of his sons – Reuben, Simeon, Levi 

and Judah. Leah felt, by having children, she could win the love of her husband. Rachel, like Jacob’s 

grandmother Sarah, took matters into her own hands and gave her maid, Bilhah, to Jacob saying, “Sleep 

with her so she can bear children for me and through her I too can build a family.” So Dan and Naphtali 



 
 

were born. Leah reciprocated and gave her maid, Zilpah, to Jacob and two more sons were born – Gad 

and Asher. After medicating on a plant known for sexual power, Leah bore two more sons – Issachar 

and Zebulun. Finally, “God remembered Rachel,” and Joseph becomes the eleventh son. (There will be 

a twelfth son born to Rachel later. She dies giving birth to Benjamin. Remember, Levi became the 

priestly tribe and did not inherit land. It is Joseph’s two sons – Manasseh and Ephraim who become the 

eleventh and twelfth tribes given land.) We can’t resist quoting Paul in Romans 8:28 here: “We know 

that in all things God is working for good …” 

Each of the names of those eleven boys had meaning related to the situation. Careful reading of the 

footnotes will give you a clue about the names of the tribes of Israel! A fun exercise! Take time and do 

it! 

Now it’s time for Jacob to go home to Isaac and Rebecca, but the gamesmanship with Laban is not quite 

over. This time the issue is property. After 14 years of indentured labor, Jacob has a large family, but no 

property. Laban likes things the way they are! After all, he has many grandchildren, and Jacob’s work 

has multiplied his holdings – why let him go? Another deal is made about the color of sheep and goats. 

In spite of Laban’s efforts, Jacob does him one better. Thus ends this part of the story. It’s time to go 

home! Stay tuned for the rest of the story! How does Jacob become Israel? What happens when he meets 

his estranged brother Esau? Why are all the other sons so jealous of Joseph? What do they do to rid 

themselves of this bothersome brother? Like a serial movie, stay tuned! (Or better, just read the rest of 

the Book of Genesis!) 

For us, the Genesis account, complicated and bewildering, offers insight into human relationships and 

God’s purpose being worked out in them. Any marriage requires much hard work, forgiveness, and lots 

of negotiation to succeed. Many expectations of the couple are not reasonable and need changing. For 

example, in pre-marital counseling, Sam always asked the couple, “Where will you spend Christmas?” 

Inevitably, the answer would be, “at MY parents, of course.” Really? The expectation needs adjustment! 

Not all marriages have the “happily-ever-after tag.” Life can be cruel, confronting couples and families 

with issues that must be faced. Illness, loss of work, interference from good-meaning relatives, 

infidelity, breakdowns in relationship between parent and child – the list goes on! The best guidance 

comes from our Covenant God who offers the power of divine love to overcome all obstacles. 

Remember the tangled web of Jacob’s life, and know God is working in ours, like his, for the good! Not 

everything is good, but in everything, God is working for good! You can count on the promises of the 

Christ of the New Covenant. There is life; yes, there is death; and there is resurrection! 

Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net.  
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Human Relations Day – Jan. 17, 2016 

Sunday, Jan. 17, 2016, is Human Relations Day, one of six churchwide Special Sundays with offerings 

for The United Methodist Church. Human Relations Day strengthens United Methodist outreach to 

communities in the United States and Puerto Rico, encouraging social justice and work with at-risk 

youths. Click here to learn more. 

GBGM groundbreaking in Atlanta – Jan. 19, 2016 

In the fall of 2016, Global Ministries, the mission agency of The United Methodist Church, located in 

New York City for almost 200 years, will move to its new home in Atlanta. The move to Atlanta – a 

catalyst for envisioning new ways to connect the church in mission – is a pivotal moment in the life of 

Global Ministries and the people with whom it serves. In March 2015, Global Ministries purchased 

property from Grace United Methodist Church at 458 Ponce De Leon Avenue, where Grace and Global 

Ministries will share common space. A groundbreaking ceremony is scheduled for Jan. 19, 2016 at 2 

p.m., at Grace UMC, where Global Ministries’ staff will celebrate with Atlanta community leaders and 

partner organizations. Click here to learn more and RSVP to the event. 

Buddy Sullivan lecture – Jan. 19, 2016 

Local author and historian Buddy Sullivan will lecture at the Moore Methodist Museum at Epworth By 

The Sea on Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2016, at 2 p.m. The topic is Life, Labor & Landscape: Ecology as History 

Along the Georgia Coast. Cost is $20 per person with all proceeds benefitting the Museum and its 

Ministry of Memory. Tickets may be purchased at the Museum or by calling (912) 638-4050. Seating is 

limited. 

Sexual Ethics Workshop – Jan. 21, 2016 

A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m on Thursday, Jan. 21, 2016, at Tifton 

First United Methodist Church. Email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com with questions.  

Winter Conference at Epworth By The Sea – Jan. 31-Feb. 3, 2016 

Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island will host a winter conference, “Unite,” Jan. 31 - Feb. 2, 2016. 

The focus is to "Unite" in spiritual formation and worship, bridging barriers of separation to be a greater 

witness to the world. The conference includes evening worship and morning Bible teaching. Co-leading 

worship each night will be the Rev. Jay Hanson from the Chapel United Methodist Church and the Rev. 

David Yarborough from St. Simons Community Church along with their worship teams. The Bible 

study will be taught by renowned Bible scholar Dr. J. D. Walt, former Chaplain of Asbury Theological 

Seminary who now serves as the Chief Sower and ultimate visionary behind www.seedbed.com. Two 

CEU units will be awarded. Make your room reservation early to ensure your choice of 

accommodations. Click here to make your room reservation and register through Epworth By The Sea. 

Wesley Community Centers’ Love Walk – Feb. 13, 2016 

On Saturday, Feb. 13, 2016, Wesley Community Centers of Savannah, Inc. will host its annual Love 

Walk. The 3.6K walk kicks off at 9 a.m. at Wesley (1601 Drayton Street, Savannah). Join them for 

rallies, door prizes, a silent auction, entertainment, and fellowship. Funds raised support programs that 

http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/human-relations-day
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/human-relations-day
http://www.sgaumc.org/newsdetail/gbgm-to-break-new-ground-in-atlanta-3240441
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directly impact homeless and low income women, children, and families. "It’s a Love Thang!" For more 

information, call (912) 236-4226, visit www.wesleyctrs-savh.org, or find us on Facebook. 

Sexual Ethics Workshop – Feb. 25, 2016 

A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m on Thursday, Feb. 25, 2016, at 

Epworth By The Sea. Email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com with questions. 

Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat – March 4-6, 2016 

Designed for students in the fifth grade and above, the “Join the Journey” Confirmation Retreat, set for 

March 4-6, 2016, at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island, will provide churches of all sizes an 

opportunity to connect with others through worship, study, and fellowship. The event will also include 

large group gatherings around the church seasons and breakout sessions with topics of grace, United 

Methodist History and United Methodist lingo as well as a “Holy Club” highlight. Not meant to be the 

only confirmation youth go through, the Confirmation Retreat should be complimentary to what a 

church is or will be doing. For more information, call 888-266-7642 or email Suzanne Akins 

(suzanne@sgaumc.com) or Allison Lindsey (allison@sgaumc.com).  

 

Wesley Community Centers’ annual Love Walk fundraiser set for Feb. 13  

Wesley Community Centers of Savannah, Inc.’s annual fundraiser, Love Walk, will be held Saturday, 

Feb. 13, 2016, with kickoff at 9 a.m. at Wesley (1601 Drayton Street, Savannah, Georgia). Wesley 

Community Centers invites the community to join them to “walk the talk and put Wesley’s motto, ‘It’s a 

Love Thang!’ into action.” The event will include pre- and post-event rallies, a walk through historic 

downtown Savannah, entertainment, and fellowship. 

All Love Walk proceeds support critical programs that serve homeless and low-income people in need 

in the Savannah community. These programs – including Wesley’s nationally-accredited Early 

Childhood Center, youth services, emergency utility assistance, financial literacy, case management, 

adult education, computer tutoring, food pantry, career clothing closet, and more – help people with 

basic human needs while giving them skills, and hope, for the future.  

Event sponsors are needed and are a great way for churches, businesses, civic groups, and others to raise 

money for Wesley while also getting their name out in the community. Please note, to get names/logos 

on the Love Walk tshirt, a $1,000 donation or pledge commitment must be received no later than Jan. 

29, 2016. Visit www.wesleyctrs-savh.org for sponsorship forms or call (912) 236-4226 for more 

information. 
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1/01 – Cindy H. Autry: 2958 Roswell Lane; Columbus, GA 31906 

1/01 – James Hancock: 4360 Manor Millwood Rd. S; Manor, GA 31550 

1/01 – Larry Roberts: 12 Foxfire Estates Circle; Waynesville, NC 28785 

1/01 – Dan Robinson: 222 N. Bobby St.; Lenox, GA 31637 

1/01 – Frank Terry: 238 Pierce Ave., Unit 101D; Macon, GA 31204 

1/03 – Marcus Tripp: 3791 Overlook Dr.; Macon, GA 31204 

1/07 – Tommy Martin, III: 606 Chastain Place; Macon, GA 31210 

1/08 – Ken Banker: 220 W. Pecan St.; Surrency, GA 31563 

1/08 – Ernie Rogers: 1803 Pineknoll Lane; Albany, GA 31707 

1/08 – Gary Starrett: PO Box 113; Bolingbroke, GA 31004 

1/09 – Walter Max Hill: PO Box 324; Lyons, GA 30436 

1/11 – V.L. Daughtery, Jr.: 3713 Bermuda Run; Valdosta, GA 31605 

1/12 – Eddie Braswell: 1110 Moore Dr.; Americus, GA 31709 

1/12 – Grady Vance: 127-B Nina Dr.; Eatonton, GA 31024 

1/15 – Sam Collins: 467 Old Prospect Church Rd.; Jeffersonville, GA 31044 

1/15 – Gary Morris: 668 Bellview Rd.; Colquitt, GA 39837 

1/16 – Doug Maloney: 185 New Brooklyn Church Rd.; Temple, GA 30179 

1/16 – J. Brooks Partain: 206 Eckles Rd.; Americus, GA 31719-2118  

1/17 – Ed Ellington: 675 Arthur Wolfe Rd.; Dublin, GA 31021 

1/18 – Steve Rumford: 130 Arlington Row; Macon, GA 31210 

1/21 – Billy Wicker, Jr.: 400 Ridgecrest Rd.; E. Dublin, GA 31021 

1/22 – Tom Davis, Jr.: 155 Twin Creek Ct.; Athens, GA 30605 

1/24 – Joe Dunagan: 116 Alabama Ave.; Macon, GA 31204  

1/25 – Frank Harris: 312 Brim Dr.; Macon, GA 31220 

1/27 – James Ford: 1751 G 8th St. NW; Hickory, NC 28601 

1/29 – J.B. Minter, Sr.: 2817 Brookdale Ave.; Louisville, KY 40220 

1/30 – Harold Feightner: 107 Harvest Point; Warner Robins, GA 31088 

 

OBITUARIES 

Rev. Joel Barrett, Jr. 

Rev. Joel Barrett, Jr. passed away Aug. 20, 2015, in Reno, Nevada. Joel was cremated, and there will be 

two memorial services. 

The first service is on Tuesday, Dec. 29 at 11 a.m. at Rocky Springs United Methodist Church, 305 NW 

Rocky Springs Church Rd., Madison FL 32340. Rev. Alan Barrett, Rev. Richard A. Petry, and Rev. 

Michael Halley will officiate.  

The second service is on Wednesday, Dec. 30 at 11 a.m. at Sparks United Methodist Church, 205 S 

Goodman Street, Sparks, GA. 31647. Rev. Alan Barrett, Rev. V.L. Daughtery, Jr., and Rev. Sally 

Flowers will officiate. 

Rev. Barrett served churches in the South Georgia Conference from 1989-1997 (Ludowici/Middleton 

Memorial, Ludowici, GA; Sparks UMC, Sparks, GA; and Twin City/New Beulah, Twin City, GA). He 



 
 

also served churches in the New Mexico Conference from 1997-2010. After his retirement, he and his 

wife Pat moved to Reno, Nevada. 

Mrs. Ruth Whiting Culbreth 

Funeral services for Ruth Whiting Culbreth, 84, of Cairo, were held on Saturday, Dec. 19, 2015, at First 

United Methodist Church of Cairo. Rev. Whit Byram officiated. Private interment was in Greenwood 

Cemetery, Cairo. Mrs. Culbreth passed away at Archbold Memorial Hospital in Thomasville on 

Thursday, Dec. 17, 2015. 

Mrs. Culbreth was born on June 24, 1931, in Camilla, Ga. She was one of nine children born to the late 

Julian Deming Whiting and Helen Kathleeen Acree Whiting. She was an honor graduate and 

valedictorian of Camilla High School. She received her BA degree in French from Agnes Scott College 

in 1952. While attending Agnes Scott, she was a member of the May Court for three of the four years 

she attended. She was chairman of the Lecture Association and had the privilege of sitting at the dining 

table with two prominent literary figures, Robert Frost and Pearl S. Buck. During the summers she lived 

in Baltimore Md., with her sister, Rebecca, and worked for the Hecht Company to earn money for her 

education. 

On July 19, 1953, she married Rev. Charles Augustus Culbreth, Jr., who preceded her in death on March 

3, 2012. They were united in marriage by her brother, Rev. Tom Whiting. After marrying Brother 

Charlie, she spent her life supporting him and the Methodist churches he pastored, raising her two sons, 

and in her own way, ministering to those whose path crossed hers. They watched the Passion Play in 

Oberammergau, Germany and traveled throughout Europe together. 

As a mother, grandmother, and great grandmother, she was the best! She loved and was most proud of 

her children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. For her, they were her greatest accomplishments. 

No better role model will you ever find. Ruth was strong in her faith and love for God and for her 

family. Never a cross word did she speak and many found her as someone to go to for support. She was 

beautiful person inside and out. She is best described as a great listener, sweet and kind, gentle, 

compassionate and a silent servant in Christian faith. She was a homemaker and member of the First 

United Methodist Church of Cairo. 

Survivors include: sons, Charles A. “Chip” Culbreth III (Denise) of Thomasville, Ga.; Scott A. Culbreth 

(Jennifer) of Kinston, N.C.; grandchildren, Drew Culbreth of Nashville, Tenn.; Jay Culbreth (Jackie) of 

Englewood, Fla., Kaitlyn Roberts of Decatur, Ga., Logan Roberts of Valdosta, Ga., Mollie Conner 

(Doug) of Kinston, N.C., Sarah Place (Lawrence) of Palo Alto, Calif., Paige Culbreth of Brooklyn, 

N.Y.; great-grandchildren, Emma Conner of Kinston, N.C., Addie Place of Palo Alto, Calif.; sisters, 

Florence W. Findlay of Orlando, Fla., Eunice W. Bryanton of Las Vegas, Nev.; brothers-in-law, Paul 

Jones of Maryland; and Chuck Fish of Alpharetta, Ga.. 

She was preceded in death by: her parents; husband; sisters, Gladys W. Glenn, Rebecca W. Jones, 

Julianne W. Fish; and brothers, Rev. Tom Whiting, George Leyton Whiting, Julian Deming Whiting. 



 
 

Memorials may be made in Mrs. Culbreth’s memory to: First United Methodist Church, 318 South 

Broad St. Cairo, Ga. 39828; Epworth By The Sea, P.O. Box 20407, St. Simons Island, Ga. 31522; 

Magnolia Manor, The League of Good Samaritan, 2001 S. Lee Street, Americus, Ga. 31709. 

 

Scripture Readings – Dec. 21 

Dec. 24 

Christmas Eve 
Isaiah 9:2-7 

Psalm 96 

Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2:1-20 

Dec. 25 

Christmas Day 
Isaiah 52:7-10 

Psalm 98 

Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12) 

John 1:1-14 

Dec. 27 

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 

Psalm 148 

Colossians 3:12-17 

Luke 2:41-52 

Dec. 31 

New Year’s Eve/Watch Night 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 

Psalm 8 

Revelation 21:1-6a 

Matthew 25:31-46 

Jan. 1 

New Year’s Day/Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13  

Psalm 8 

Revelation 21:1-6a  

Matthew 25:31-46 

or 

Numbers 6:22-27  

Psalm 8 

Philippians 2:5-11  

Luke 2:15-21 



 
 

Jan. 3 

Epiphany Sunday 
Isaiah 60:1-6 

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

Ephesians 3:1-12 

Matthew 2:1-12 

 

MAYBE SO … 

Dear Editor,  

One of our members, new to The United Methodist Church, wanted to plan a “Birthday Party for Jesus,” 

for Christmas Eve. Apparently the idea was kicked around right after Thanksgiving. After the second 

Sunday of Advent, someone mentioned “Birthday Party for Jesus” plans were under way. 

Shirley Goodness said, “Oh! That sounds so sweet! Just think, the baby Jesus surrounded with all those 

birthday presents!” Someone then asked about presents. Several comments were made that maybe a 

baby shower would be good. 

Our pastor, Rev. Mostly Wright said, “Let’s take a look at what we are doing here. What message are 

we sending? It is difficult enough for children, and some adults, to separate the images of baby Jesus and 

Santa Claus. First of all, we do not celebrate the birthday of Jesus; we celebrate the birth of Jesus. There 

is a huge difference. Then the addition of physical presents further confuses the issue.” 

Barry Tone, our music director, said; “In the season of Advent everything we do ties into that one theme 

– the birth of Jesus. That means we focus on expectancy, God’s love, and the possibility of Jesus being 

born in each of us.” 

Rev. Wright said, “Let’s stick with Barry’s plan!” 

Until next time … 

Homer Heardmore 

Rhodes Crossing, Ga. 

 


