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South Georgia gives $10,000 to South Carolina flood recovery efforts 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

The catastrophic storm that hit and devastated South Carolina in October 2015 left the Palmetto State in 

a state of emergency. Eight of the 12 districts in the South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist 

Church were affected by flooding, 19 died, and full recovery will take years.   

To respond to its neighbor in need, at the beginning of this month the South Georgia Conference gave 

$10,000 to the South Carolina Conference to assist with ongoing flood recovery efforts. The money was 

part of the Conference’s Disaster Relief Fund.  

“Anytime, anywhere, when Christians hear about people in need, whether it’s our next door neighbor or 

someone around the world, it is our spiritual obligation to respond with love, care, and support,” Bishop 

James King said. “In this case, when it is a sister United Methodist Church conference, we wanted to 

respond even more so, knowing that one of our neighboring conferences was a part of a community 

where a disaster had done so much damage.” 

Storms and natural disasters can’t be controlled, he said, but what can be controlled is the response. In 

the aftermath of the storm Bishop King has had several conversations with Bishop L. Jonathan Holston, 

episcopal leader of the South Carolina Conference, and has been waiting to hear of the South Carolina 

Conference’s needs. 

“We looked at what we had and we naturally wanted to reach out and help our brothers and sisters who 

needed us so desperately,” Bishop King said. 

Bishop King expressed gratitude to the members and congregations of the South Georgia Conference for 

having and making funds available. 

“The answer to an unprecedented weather event is the unprecedented efforts of recovery and relief from 

friends, neighbors and volunteers who have given of their time and resources,” Bishop Holston said. 

“We are a Connectional church and the evidence that we’re not alone is seen in the tremendous response 

to our needs in South Carolina. We thank Bishop King and the laity and clergy of South Georgia for 



 
 

your generous gift of $10,000 to our relief and recovery efforts. Your gift will help us to continue to 

offer assistance in this long term recovery effort.” 

How to help  

To donate to disaster response, mail a check to South Georgia Administrative Services, PO Box 13145, 

Macon, GA 31208, (note that it is for Disaster Response Advance Special #6796), or donate online 

through UMCOR. Visit www.sgaumc.org/disasterresponse for more information on disaster response. 

 

Pinson Memorial UMC youth collect clothes to change the world 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

On Saturday mornings, most typical teenagers are sleeping in, surfing the web, or spending time with 

friends. 

But not youth from Sylvester’s Pinson Memorial United Methodist Church.  

Inspired by their study of the mission and ministry of Jesus in Rev. Mike Slaughter’s “Change the 

World” Bible study, the youth prayerfully and thoughtfully considered how they could meet a need in 

their community.  

“We thought, ‘If Pinson Methodist Church were to go away tomorrow, would anyone in the community 

know that we were gone?’” said Jared Thompson, Pinson Memorial UMC’s director of children and 

youth. “Are we going out in the community and making enough of a difference that people are seeing 

Christ in what we do? Are we serving and sharing Christ’s love?” 

The entire church participated in the “hard-hitting” study, Thompson said, but the youth studied it in 

their own small group and, once they finished, decided that a clothing ministry was how they could best 

serve their community. 

After collecting more than 3,000 pieces of gently used clothing, on Saturday, Jan. 30 they welcomed 

more than 30 patrons to the opening of their new clothes closet.  

Clients can fill large brown paper shopping bags full of pants, shirts, coats, clean undergarments, and 

shoes for $1 per bag. Charging a small amount helps preserve the customer’s dignity and, since the 

ministry isn’t supported by the church’s budget, all proceeds help offset the ministry’s costs. If a client 

isn’t able to pay, the items are given free of charge. 

The youth plan to open the clothing ministry from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. on the third Saturday of each 

month, as long as they continue to receive donations and there’s a need in the community. 

https://secure3.convio.net/gbgm/site/SPageNavigator/umcor_donate.html?type=1002&project=901670
http://www.sgaumc.org/disasterresponse


 
 

Reagan Shealey, a 16-year-old junior at Worth County High School, was one of the youth who gave up 

her Saturday to serve. 

An active member of the youth group, she and her family cleaned out their closets and donated several 

items of clothing to the ministry. 

“It’s our calling as Christians to try and help as many people as we can and spread the word of Christ 

through our acts of love,” she said. “And it felt special because I wasn’t doing something for myself for 

once. We all have a tendency to just think about ourselves, but being able to help people who don’t have 

as much … it felt good that we were able to help them.” 

Thompson said that there is a hunger within the youth to serve the community, and they hope by helping 

meet the physical needs of people in the community they can help meet the spiritual needs, as well. 

“They have a great desire to serve,” he said. “One of the biggest things we’ve been talking about as a 

youth group is what Paul talks about in 1 Corinthians 13 … how love is more of an action than a feeling, 

and that our agape love, our sacrificial love, should flow out of everything we do. So that’s what they’re 

trying to live out. They’re trying to live out their love for others and trying to figure out what it means to 

be a true disciple of Christ.” 

Changing the world. One person – one pair of pants – at a time. 

“They could have been anywhere else on a Saturday morning, but chose to be here at the church serving 

and loving on the people who came,” Thompson said.  

 

UMW, Conference leader chronicles faith journey 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Hanging on Dr. Charlene Black’s refrigerator is a popular saying that reads, “God doesn’t call the 

qualified, He qualifies the called.” 

Given to her by a friend and former president of the Valdosta District United Methodist Women, the 

quote reminds Dr. Black of God’s work and faithfulness in her life. 

She’s chronicled His faithfulness and her faith journey in a new book, “God Had a Plan Even for a Little 

Girl from Dexter.” All money from the sale of each book will benefit the United Methodist Women, an 

organization near and dear to Dr. Black’s heart. 

Seeds sown took root 

When she stood at Dexter UMC’s alter and committed her life to Christ as a 7-year-old girl, Dr. Black 

never imagined where God would lead her. But the seeds sown early in her life, both at Dexter UMC 



 
 

and at home – her mother was president of the Women’s Society of Christian Service (WSCS) and 

taught Dr. Black’s Sunday school class until she was 12 and her father taught Sunday school until he 

was 88 – were rooted in her heart and grew into a fruitful life of faith.  

“It was the beginning of a relationship with God and the Methodist Church which continues today,” she 

said. 

That life of faith can’t be separated from the UMW or The United Methodist Church, and while Dr. 

Black’s book is her own personal story of faith, it’s also the story of the South Georgia UMW and The 

United Methodist Church, through her eyes. 

“I’ve tried to make it personal, but it is about how God has interwoven me in the history of not only the 

UMW, but the Methodist Church,” said Dr. Black, who served as president of the South Georgia UMW 

from 1996 through 1997 before being elected Lay Leader of the Conference. “They can’t be unwoven. 

God has given me opportunity after opportunity after opportunity, and my life is interwoven with The 

United Methodist Church.” 

It was her mother’s dedication to service and her participation in the WSCS that inspired Dr. Black’s 

nearly 50-year commitment to service through United Methodist Women. Countless women along the 

way embraced and enfolded her into fellowship and supported her as she grew. Fortunate to have known 

and served with every South Georgia UMW president beginning with Ina Randitt, Dr. Black shares a 

personal story of each in the book.  

“UMW has been such a strong part of my life, and they have supported me so much,” Dr. Black said. 

The Lord’s plans 

Jeremiah 29:11 has always been a special verse for Dr. Black.  

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future,” the scripture says. 

Crucial to her faith journey, the verse made her reflect and think, “What have been God’s plans for my 

life?” 

After studying the verse and reflecting on how God’s plan for her life had taken shape, Dr. Black felt the 

Lord nudging her to record her story. Another stirring came when her granddaughter Catherine asked 

why she was so involved in United Methodist Women. The final decision was made after Dr. Black 

delivered the main address at the 2014 UMW Annual meeting during which she discussed the influence 

her mother’s participation in the WSCS and her own nearly 50 years of membership in the UMW had on 

her life.   

She prays the book will inspire readers to follow God’s plan for their lives and experience the blessings 

of God.    



 
 

God has called Dr. Black to serve Him as a mother, professor, Bible study teacher, church leader, 

General and Jurisdictional Conference delegate, and UMW leader. Throughout her life, with countless 

opportunities and encounters, He has proven faithful to equip and qualify her for the calling.  

“I hope it can encourage people to ask, ‘what is God wanting me to do and how can I be obedient to 

Him and follow him and follow his plan for my life?” 

Books are available for purchase through Dr. Black via email at sylvaniacharlene@hotmail.com, at the 

UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat April 1-3 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island, and at several 

UMW district mission studies. 

Book signings and receptions will be held on the following dates: 

Sunday, Feb. 28, 2:30 p.m. – Dexter United Methodist Church  

Sunday, March 20, 2:30-4 p.m. – Statesboro First United Methodist Church; reception and book signing 

hosted by the UMW in the church social hall.   

 

Young Clergy Academy now accepting applications for 2016-2017 internships 

The Young Clergy Academy Intern Program is now accepting applications for 2016-2017 internships. 

Sponsored by the South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church and the St. Marys United 

Methodist Church Foundation, the YCA Intern Program is designed for those interested in exploring a 

call to ordained ministry in the South Georgia Annual Conference. 

This nine-month paid internship will allow selected interns to be immersed in a vocational ministry 

setting with intentional opportunities to deeply discern their call to ministry with a specifically assigned 

mentor. Each ministry intern will develop leadership skills for effective ministry as they partner with 

clergy and laity in a local church. 

To Apply: 

Interested candidates should submit a completed application, including all essay questions via email 

to jonathan.smith5@gmail.com no later than midnight, May 15, 2016. 

Please note applications received after midnight, May 15, 2016 will not be considered. 

2016 Internship Schedule 

May 15 – Intern and Mentor Applications Due 

June 12-16 – Candidates and Churches Notified of placement  

August 1 – Orientation   

mailto:sylvaniacharlene@hotmail.com
mailto:jonathan.smith5@gmail.com


 
 

August 2 – First Day in Placement 

January 4-5, 2017 – Midterm Retreat at Epworth By The Sea 

April 26-27, 2017 – Closing Retreat at Epworth By The Sea 

For more information and to download application documents, visit 

www.sgaumc.org/youngclergyacademy.  

 

One Great Hour of Sharing Sunday is March 6  

On March 6, 2016, you are invited to join with thousands of other congregations across the connection 

in a special offering to support the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).  

When our congregations participate in One Great Hour of Sharing, we help cover the operating budget 

of UMCOR. This is a powerful story.  

Your support makes it possible for UMCOR to direct 100% of all other contributions to the projects 

donors specify, instead of using this money on administrative or fundraising costs.  

It is a powerful statement that your gifts enable UMCOR to respond in times of crisis. UMCOR is an 

incredible organization that we are honored to have in our family. 

 When Katrina struck in 2005, UMCOR was there with heartfelt prayers, tears, monetary 

donations and volunteering spirits. 

 After earthquakes struck Japan and Haiti, UMCOR was there. 

 After forest fires displace hundreds of families, UMCOR is there. 

 As millions of refugees and migrants seek out safety and opportunity, UMCOR is there. 

All over the world, UMCOR is there, providing compassion and hope to those who desperately need it.  

If you have not yet done so, check out the free pastor’s download kit. This is a series of resources so you 

can prepare, advertise and share the amazing opportunity of One Great Hour of Sharing with your 

congregation and social media audience.  

 

Memories of Mollie 

PATHWAY TO HIS PRESENCE 

B.J. FUNK 

http://www.sgaumc.org/youngclergyacademy
http://click.esp.umcom.org/?qs=ba218e9a46f0958fca954353c496384a75de174df6dfa54d88d8a70fbf349f1bc534bc8251903d23


 
 

Every now and then, when I have an extra 10 minutes in my day, I like to iron my pillowcases. I hear 

you. Who does that anymore? Well, me, for one. I think that’s because there is something about the 

smell and look of a freshly ironed pillowcase that moves me into happy memories of Mollie. She 

worked for my family during my growing-up years. Memories of Mollie are always pleasant. 

She did everything well, but she was exceptional at two things. She ironed my clothes (and my 

pillowcases) and she made my bed beautifully, always fluffing up my feather bed so that I felt …each 

night when I hopped in…like a princess. She listened to gospel music as she worked, humming a 

constant low tune. When I walked past her, I noticed the menthol flavor of the gum she quietly chewed. 

We felt she belonged with us. She was family. 

Mollie also made my sister’s bed and my parents’ bed. Her touch was magical. She took her time 

smoothing out the wrinkles, making very sure that the covers hung down evenly on all sides. The feather 

pillows were fluffed the way no one has ever been able to do it before or since. Mollie’s perfectly made 

beds and ironed pillowcases could have landed her a job in the White House, but she chose to spend her 

time with a middle-class family in South Georgia. 

Thinking of Mollie today, so many years away from my school years, brings this contemplative thought: 

I never took time to know her. I was busy flitting in and out of cheerleading, spending the night with 

friends, going to Methodist Youth Fellowship meetings, and talking on the phone. I recall some 

conversations by my parents and older sister about Mollie’s troubles. Her struggles as a single mom and 

grandmamma. A daughter with difficult sons who always caused problems for her. But, at that time in 

my young life, I saw those problems belonging to someone else, confident that they would never happen 

to me. I was the girl with the princess bed and fluffy pillowcases. Surely life would never be cruel to a 

princess.  

But life moved on, and it was cruel. Unwanted hurts landed on my heart, often playing a troubled tune in 

my soul. The fluffed up pillows of my childhood became pillows for my tears when my first husband 

abandoned our boys and me and when my second husband died of leukemia. 

Without knowing how she did it, Mollie joined my parents in a team of three to provide security and 

safety for me. She taught me a lot even though we never had a conversation about anything.  She gave 

me silent lessons that I am only just now realizing. Her detail to attention serves as an incentive for me 

to take my time and do my best. 

She taught me that making a bed correctly is just as high a calling as being a doctor. What matters most 

is that you do the best with whatever your job might be. She taught me that listening to soft gospel 

music is a great aid while you work. Mollie taught me to take time with what I am doing, to really get 

into the moment with the task at hand. I don’t even know if Mollie finished high school, but life taught 

her some beautiful lessons that she then passed on to me by her example.  

At some point after I married and moved away from home, Mollie went to heaven. I just know that she 

is the one who makes Jesus’ bed every morning and irons God’s robe when it gets wrinkled. Then, she 



 
 

moves to the clouds, taking great care to fluff them and make them perfect. One day I will see her again, 

and I hope I get to tell her things I never took time to say as I whizzed past her during my teenage years. 

I will make sure she knows what my young heart never said. I will thank her for her kind influence, hug 

her tightly and then say the words I should have said long ago. 

Mollie, I love you. 

The Rev. B.J. Funk, associate pastor of Central UMC in Fitzgerald, has written a book with 50 

devotionals on grief based on her personal experience. “Grief is not a Permanent Condition: 50 

Devotionals to Help You Through the Grieving Process” points the reader to Jesus and the hope found 

in Him. Visit www.bjfunkgrief.com for more information and to order. Email Rev. Funk at 

bjfunk@bellsouth.net. 

 

Day of Atonement 

Winter Quarter: Sacred Gifts and Holy Gatherings 

Unit 3: Holy Days 

Sunday school lesson for the week of February 21, 2016 

By Helen & Rev. Sam Rogers 

Lesson scripture: Leviticus 16:11-19 

Background scripture: Leviticus 16; Leviticus 23:26-32; Numbers 29:7-11;  

Hebrews 7:26-28; 9:24; 10:4-18 

In the study this week, we are facing the difficult tasks of understanding ancient Jewish customs of 

sacrifice for sins and searching for relevance in how we acknowledge and deal with our sins today. Not 

easy or simple to do! 

The main focus of the entire Book of Leviticus is how sinful humanity can have a relationship with the 

holy God. In the hymn, “Holy, Holy, Holy,” we affirm the nature of our wonderful, creating, and 

redeeming God. The majesty and wonder of God causes our hearts to burst into praise and song. God 

invites us into a close relationship, but sin is the barrier. How can we come to the holy God carrying the 

burden of sin? 

A complex ritual to deal with this human reality was enunciated in Leviticus, involving bulls, goats, 

incense, and bread. This part of the scripture is where many of us drop out, and our good intention to 

read the Bible straight through from cover to cover becomes like so many other worthy New Year’s 

resolutions – forgotten! 

http://www.bjfunkgrief.com/
mailto:bjfunk@bellsouth.net


 
 

If you will take the time to read not only today’s scripture, but, the Old Testament background scriptures 

in both Leviticus and Numbers, you have to be impressed with the thoroughness of the process! Nothing 

is left to chance! From ritual bathing, to dressing, to preparation of the place of sacrifice, to what the 

High Priest is to do – all combine to show how serious the Day of Atonement was for each individual 

Hebrew and for the entire nation. The people understood, “It’s me, it’s me O Lord, standing in the need 

of forgiveness!”  

We are not dealing only with individual sins, but with SIN as the basic nature of human beings. The 

source of this proclivity to sin goes back to Creation itself, where the picture of Adam and Eve is vividly 

drawn, showing how easy it is for us to forget Whose we are and start putting ourselves above all else. 

No wonder Jesus defined discipleship by saying, “Whoever would be my disciple must deny himself, 

take up his cross, and follow me.” Self-denial and cross-bearing are the antithesis of our basic human 

nature. 

When the Hebrew calendar was changed in the Second Century BCE, The Day of Atonement became 

the beginning of the Jewish New Year. How appropriate to begin a new year with a clean slate before 

God! John Wesley wrote a covenant service for the people called Methodist with the same focus in mind 

– to begin the New Year before God and with a restored relationship in place. The basic need for us 

human beings is the same: “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23) 

The universality of SIN is expressed in the many different sins we commit by thought, word, and deed. 

By SIN we are separated from God. A deep yearning is created “to get right with God.” We can do 

nothing to solve the problem. What is the answer? 

The Old Testament offered the complex ritual of blood sacrifice and the scape goat. The Day of 

Atonement, then and now, was a full day of total fasting, reflection, and refraining from work of any 

kind. Everyone living in the nation was expected to observe the day. Give them some credit! This was a 

serious undertaking! 

Perhaps we need a reminder about the layout of the Temple – the place of worship and sacrifice. A 

series of courts led from the outer to the inner sanctuary. They were: the Court of the Gentiles, the Court 

of the Women, the Court of the Men, Court of the Priests, and the inner Court – the Holy of Holies. 

Most of the priestly activities took place daily in the Priestly Court. Only one day a year was the inner 

court entered – the Day of Atonement, by the High Priest only. Here, where the Ark of the Covenant 

was kept, was the place where SIN could be brought before God and faced. 

Comforting! Assuring! Problematic! Could sin be banished in this fashion? The prophets gave a 

resounding, “NO!” Only a basic change in human nature could be effective, and no amount of animal 

sacrifice or scapegoating would work! 

Jesus did for us what we could not accomplish for ourselves. The New Testament is written in blood – 

not the blood of animals, but the self-sacrifice of Jesus on Calvary. Moreover, this gift of God enables us 

humans to be really changed into the creation God-intended from the beginning. 



 
 

Powerfully, the writer of the Book of Hebrews lets us know what and how this occurs! At one and the 

same time, Jesus is both the sacrifice and the High Priest, who intercedes on our behalf (7:26-28). This 

powerful drama is acted out in the metaphorical confines of the place of worship, where God is met face 

to face. Thus Jesus accomplishes what we cannot do. In His person, He presents us to the Holy One. 

By the time Hebrews was written, the Temple in Jerusalem had been destroyed. The Holy of Holies no 

longer existed, but Hebrews affirms Jesus came into Heaven itself, the holy dwelling place of God 

(9:24). 

Finally, and most importantly, once we have been forgiven and restored into relationship with God, no 

other act of sacrifice is needed (10:15-18). As the hymn declares: we are ransomed, healed, restored, 

forgiven (UM Hymnal 66). The Hebrews passage quotes Jeremiah 31, with the assurance of a total 

change of heart and mind. A new covenant (new relationship) has been created by God for us to live 

with God now and forever. Hallelujah! Amen! 

Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net. 

 

Feast of Booths 

Winter Quarter: Sacred Gifts and Holy Gatherings 

Unit 3: Holy Days 

Sunday school lesson for the week of February 28, 2016 

By Helen & Rev. Sam Rogers 

Lesson scripture: Leviticus 23: 33-43 

Background scripture: Numbers 29: 12-40; Deuteronomy 16: 13-17;  

I Corinthians 15:20-29; Revelation 14:1-5 

As we conclude the Winter Quarter, with its emphasis upon Sacred Gift and Holy Gatherings, and the 

final unit, highlighting Holy Days, we arrive at the Jewish festival of the Feast of Booths. We Protestant 

Christians may have difficulty understanding and finding meaning in an event lasting eight days of 

worship. For us older Methodists, revival week was about the only time we remember setting aside a 

week to come to church! As a child I still remember wondering “Why?” Let’s see if we can dig here for 

the “Why?”  

Thinking back, we do find meaning in Sabbath with our weekly worship on Sunday. Passover can be 

identified with Lent and Easter. Certainly, Pentecost has meaning as a special day for the birthday of the 

Church. We do not observe a Day of Atonement, but we do indeed find meaning in confession and 

repentance. However, to set aside a whole week to live in temporary housing in huts or booths is beyond 

mailto:sgr3@cox.net


 
 

our comprehension. Even today, the Jewish people build these structures for observance of the Festival 

of Booths, but they don’t inhabit them! 

Remember, all of the Festivals have an agricultural component to their observance. From First Fruits to 

Booths, something about a harvest is included. 

Appropriately, this observance is called not only a Feast, but a Festival – a prolonged holiday – and its 

timing was the final harvest of the growing season. We have always loved the American Thanksgiving 

holiday! Less commercialized than Christmas (until Black Friday was invented!), Thanksgiving is a 

special time. To Whom do we give thanks? The cornucopia overflows with symbols of the harvest. For 

this reason alone, we love to sing: 

 Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home; 

 All is safely gathered in, ere the winter storms begin. 

 God our Maker doth provide for our wants to be supplied; 

 Come to God’s own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home. 

 

We’ll return to this hymn a little later when we examine some of the companion scriptures for this 

lesson, but for the moment, just focus on gratitude to God for the gifts of life.  

Ah, here is the first lesson of Booths – focusing! What difficulty we have concentrating on God, Who is 

the Giver of every good and perfect gift – and to do it for eight days! Not only were the Jews reminded 

of the abundant harvest, but of the God of the Exodus, who had led them from Egypt and into the 

Wilderness. For 40 years, they lived in temporary huts, while being formed into God’s people. Alas, like 

us, how easily they forgot! They needed to be reminded, and so do we! 

In the Service of Holy Communion, we pray the Great Thanksgiving, which lists God’s mighty acts of 

deliverance in Jesus, to accomplish this needed reminder of Whose we are and why we are gathered 

together in worship around the table. With our Jewish sisters and brothers, we remember and give 

thanks.  

We can remember on the Emmaus Walk, when we intentionally took an extended period of time, 

sleeping in less than comfortable beds, to focus and concentrate on matters of the Spirit. Our effort was 

well-rewarded in so many ways – great fun, enriching fellowship, deepened understanding of our faith, 

and growth in our relationship with God and to each other. 

Such events are not ends in themselves, but launching pads into the world. Revivals, retreats like 

Emmaus, mission trips, even Sabbath worship are only means by which the people of God are reminded 

of the Power within them, so we move into the future to serve the God who guides us through the 

Wilderness. 



 
 

Remember Sammy Clark’s holy geography? We are in bondage (Egypt), God saves us (Red Sea 

waters), we live our lives in the world (the Wilderness), we die (crossing the Jordan River), and we live 

eternally with God (the Promised Land). 

So the Wilderness is where we live every day, with all the joys and sorrows of life. This journey is hard 

and difficult, and we are here only temporarily. Nothing is permanent, and change is constant. Our 

housing is temporary. Get the picture? Paul helped us at this point in II Corinthians 5:1ff: 

 Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, 

 we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, 

 not built by human hands…For while we are in this tent,  

 we groan and are burdened because we …wish to live in our  

 heavenly dwelling. 

The New Testament passages for today move us to Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection. Paul uses the 

simile of the first and second Adam to assure his readers Jesus repaired what Adam destroyed: our 

eternal relationship with God. With the proper relationship restored, we journey from life to LIFE with 

the confidence of the children of God. 

In the passage from the Revelation, the vision of the Lamb with the angels and martyrs is drawn in 

powerful word-pictures, so the reader will know the ultimate victory of good over evil is certain. These 

passages fill out the meaning of the hymn we began earlier: 

 All the world is God’s own field, fruit as praise to God we yield; 

 Wheat and tares together sown are to joy or sorrow grown; 

 First the blade and then the ear, then the full corn shall appear; 

 Lord of harvest, grant that we wholesome grain and pure may be. 

 For the Lord our God shall come, and shall take the harvest home; 

 From the field shall in that day all offenses purge away, 

 Giving angels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast; 

 But the fruitful ears to store in the garner evermore. 

 Even so, Lord, quickly come, bring Thy final harvest home; 

 Gather Thou Thy people in, free from sorrow, free from sin, 



 
 

 There, forever purified, in Thy presence to abide; 

 Come, with all Thine angels come, raise the glorious harvest home. 

 AMEN and AMEN. 

Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net. 

 

Powerful Faith 

Spring Quarter: The Gift of Faith 

Unit 1: Tests of Faith 

Sunday school lesson for the week of March 6, 2016 

By Dr. Hal Brady 

Lesson scripture: Mark 9:14-29 

During the spring quarter, faith will be the theme of the lessons. The lesson series itself is called “The 

Gift of Faith” as it is seen in the Gospels of Mark and Luke. Our studies will center on three units: 

“Tests of Faith” (Mark); “Restorative Faith” (Luke); and “Fullness of Faith” (Luke). Is it going to be a 

meaningful study, and, in preparation, I encourage class members to read the Gospels of Mark and Luke.  

Immediately preceding today’s scripture lesson, Mark 9:14-29, is the disciples’ reaction to the 

Transfiguration. Peter, James, and John have seen Jesus gloriously transfigured before their very eyes 

but still do not understand who He is. Our reading begins as they and Jesus rejoin the other disciples. 

According to scholars, this exorcism story seems to be one more piece of evidence that the disciples do 

not yet have the faith they need. 

Our lesson summary is comprised of four scenes. Scene one (9:14-19) begins with crowds gathered 

around the inept disciples, engaged in a debate, and concludes in Jesus’ lament over this faithless 

generation. Scene two (9:20-24) brings Jesus face to face with a desperate father and climaxes with the 

man’s moving confession of uncertain faith. Scene three (9:25-27) shows faith at work as Jesus drives 

out a spirit that has tormented the boy and struck him down as dead. And scene four (9:28, 29) returns to 

the disciples’ failure to achieve the exorcism themselves and connects their failure to insufficient prayer.  

The disciples fail – again 

It is no surprise that in Mark’s narrative the disciples cannot exercise God’s power. They have 

misunderstood practically everything Jesus has done and said since chapter 4. Consequently, it is only a 

short step from their misunderstandings to their lack of accomplishing wonders in his name. While Mark 

does not explicitly tell us why they misunderstood and cannot exercise the powers of God as they once 
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did, scholars do suggest that some reasons for the disciples’ failure are rather obvious from reading the 

entirety of Mark. 

Initially, the disciples are not able to understand Jesus and exercise God’s power because they have not 

yet seen the death and resurrection of Jesus. For Mark, no one can understand who Jesus is and what he 

means for the world without seeing his death and resurrection. It’s only through the lens of those acts of 

God that the life and teachings of Jesus make sense.  

An example is that in the previous chapter (8:29), Peter confesses that Jesus is the Messiah, but fails to 

grasp the meaning of that identification of Jesus. For as soon as Jesus accepts that title, he informs the 

disciples that he must suffer and die. Immediately, Peter rejects this concept of a suffering and dying 

Messiah. Jesus responds, “Get behind me, Satan!” (8:33). The point here is that those who would know 

Christ and the power of God that comes through him, must keep his death and resurrection in view. It is 

only through those events that believers have access to the power of God in their lives. And this is also 

true for us in the church today. We experience the presence of God through the crucified and risen 

Christ.  

Another reason for the disciples’ failure is that they misunderstand the nature of Christian leadership. 

Almost immediately after this episode, the disciples argue about who will be the greatest in the kingdom 

(9:33-37). Jesus calls them out and asserts that Christian leadership involves being the servant of others. 

Real Christian leadership has nothing to do with privilege and everything to do with ministry. 

Still, another failure of the disciples has to do with an unknown exorcist. They encounter an exorcist 

they have never seen before who is casting out demons in Jesus’ name, and “they try to stop him 

because he is not following them!” As it turns out, these disciples are making the same prideful, 

competitive mistake they have previously made. If someone is not part of their particular group, then 

how dare that someone claim to do anything in the name of Jesus. 

But Jesus’ response confirms how badly the disciples have failed to comprehend. He simply says that if 

people are doing good in Jesus’ name, leave them alone. 

Now, Jesus seems at first to attribute the disciples’ failure to cast out the boy’s demon to the 

faithlessness of the generation (9:19). This viewpoint, however, doesn’t fit in with the end of the story 

when the disciples ask Jesus why they could not cast it out. There, Jesus indicates that this was a 

powerful demon and prayer must be involved.  

Jesus responds even through wavering faith 

Dwight L. Moody said that there are three kinds of faith. There is struggling faith, like a person in deep 

water desperately swimming; clinging faith, like a person hanging to the side of a boat; and resting faith, 

like a person safely within the boat and able to reach out and help others get in. Truthfully, many of us 

experience all three kinds of faith and move back and forth between them. Ultimately, however, Mark’s 

Gospel intends to lead us to a resting faith, but makes it clear that it can only happen by divine aid. 



 
 

The heart of the story before us comes in verses 22-24, which is the exchange between Jesus and the 

boy’s father. The father asks Jesus to help them, “If you are able.” This lack of certainty seems entirely 

normal given that the disciples have just failed. But Jesus gives a “thumbs down” on this doubt and 

states, “All things can be done for the one who believes.” 

As scholars give reminder, the father’s response reflects the outlook of the disciples at this point in 

Mark’s narration. It also reflects the faith of the people in Mark’s church. They have some faith and 

some doubt. And isn’t that also true of a number of us in our churches today? 

At first, it sounds like Jesus is saying that strong faith is needed to receive healing – “All things can be 

done for the one who believes.” But when Jesus heals the son after the father’s admission, “I believe; 

help my unbelief,” it becomes clear that such is not the case. The father confesses his lack of faith and 

asks for the gift of more faith. And immediately Jesus heals his son. 

Do we understand? Even if faith is wavering, it is still sufficient for the power of Jesus to heal. 

An additional note of importance is that the father does not ask for his own healing, but for that of 

another. He has faith on behalf of his son, and Jesus responds to his faith and heals his son. As we are 

reminded, in this story the faith of one person mediates the healing presence of Christ for another 

person.  

Another example of this truth is found earlier in Mark 2:1-12 where the faith of friends is responsible for 

Jesus forgiving and healing a paralyzed man. 

For me, and most likely you, it is of great comfort to know that today’s lesson assures us that Christ can 

work through us even if our faith wavers and is incomplete. Faith comes as a gift and is sustained by the 

power of Jesus, the same power that can cast out the evil that enslaved the boy. 

“Only Through Prayer” 

The father in this story gets it and throws himself on Jesus’ mercy. However, the disciples still fail to 

understand. They have not been able to cure the boy, but to their credit want to know why. When they 

ask Jesus why they had failed, he explains, “This kind can come out only through prayer” (9:29). 

Now, considering verse 19, we might expect Jesus to criticize these disciples for their failure. But, 

instead, Jesus says that this was a powerful demon that comes out only with prayer. 

Thus, the cause of the disciples’ power failure becomes clear in this final scene: the disciples had 

deficient faith and insufficient prayer. 

Now, the prayer that Jesus has in mind is not merely something of a pious exercise. Rather, it is a sense 

of total dependence on God from which all sincere prayer derives. A life of prayer goes hand in hand 

with all effective ministry. And this kind of prayer is not a special momentary prayer, but a prayerful life 

itself. Everything is permeated with prayerfulness. 



 
 

Most scholars think that Jesus’ response concerning prayer reflects the way that Mark’s community 

performs exorcisms: they pray over them. Mark, then, has Jesus affirm this way of bringing the healing 

power of God to desperate situations – either evil or otherwise. Here, Jesus affirms the power of faithful 

intercessory prayer.  

Action Plan: 

1. Why couldn’t the disciples cast out the boy’s demon? 

2. What role did prayer play in this healing? 

3. What do the actions and teachings of Jesus here teach us about our own faith? 

 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 2/15/2016 edition 

Dr. Roger Gramling lecture – Feb. 18 

Dr. Roger Gramling, personal secretary to Bishop Arthur J. Moore, will speak at the Arthur J. Moore 

Methodist Museum at Epworth By The Sea on Thursday, Feb. 18 at 2 p.m. This is part of the celebration 

of the 50th Anniversary of the Museum. Refreshments will be served. There is no charge and all invited. 

For more information, contact Anne Packard at 912-638-4050 or director@mooremuseum.org.  

A night with Jack Gafford – Feb. 20 

Centerville UMM invites you to join them Saturday, Feb. 20, 20 for a fellowship dinner, special music, 

and personal message by country singer Jack Gafford. Jack is a seasoned country music singer known 

for stirring peoples’ emotions with his warm baritone voice.  Jack effortlessly puts the soul back into 

music. Listen to samples of his music at jackgafford.com/music.html. Dinner will begin at 5 p.m. with 

Jack’s presentation to follow. The cost of dinner is $10. A love offering will be collected to cover Jack’s 

travel expenses. RSVP by Jan. 30 to cvilleumc@windsrteam.net, or call the Centerville UMC church 

office at (478) 953-3090. The Centerville UMM look forward to having your group join us at this 

memorable evening of fellowship, music, and personal growth. 

Volunteers in Mission Awareness Sunday – Feb. 21 

United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) exists to promote, encourage, and enable Christians 

to exemplify “Christian Love In Action” through short-term mission service in the United States and 

abroad. UMVIM provides opportunities for service by developing and nurturing relationships with 

domestic and international leaders. They continually nurture their contacts with these leaders to respond 

to the needs of local communities and to provide comprehensive project information. You can help 

support the work of UMVIM in the South Georgia Conference by giving an offering to support this vital 

ministry on this special Sunday. 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/
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Sexual Ethics Workshop – Feb. 25 

A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 25, 2016, at 

Epworth By The Sea. Email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com with questions. 

Kingdom Builders Promotion Sunday – Feb. 28 

In the 1960s, Kingdom Builders was established to offer people across the South Georgia Conference a 

way to support new church development. New and Revitalized Congregational Development (NRCD) 

has grown out of that club. In 2002, the Office of New and Revitalized Congregational Development of 

the South Georgia Conference of the United Methodist Church was birthed. NRCD seeks to bring gifted 

leaders, called by God to churches and communities in need, to provide financial support to birth new 

congregations and to revitalize declining congregations. These congregations include new 

congregations, revitalized congregations and Hispanic congregations. The Giving Clubs of NRCD 

(Kingdom Builders, New Congregational Supporters, Vision Promoters and New Congregational 

Planters) are helping to bring financial support to all of our congregations. For those who have been a 

faithful supporter of Kingdom Builders, thank you! For those of you who have not yet begun to support 

this important ministry, you’re invited to partner with us as we seek to offer exciting worship 

opportunities to people across South Georgia! Click here to download a Kingdom Builder support form. 

Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat – March 4-6 

Designed for students in the fifth grade and above, the “Join the Journey” Confirmation Retreat, set for 

March 4-6, 2016, at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island, will provide churches of all sizes an 

opportunity to connect with others through worship, study, and fellowship. The event will also include 

large group gatherings around the church seasons and breakout sessions with topics of grace, United 

Methodist History and United Methodist lingo as well as a “Holy Club” highlight. Not meant to be the 

only confirmation youth go through, the Confirmation Retreat should be complimentary to what a 

church is or will be doing. For more information, call 888-266-7642 or email Suzanne Akins 

(suzanne@sgaumc.com) or Allison Lindsey (allison@sgaumc.com).  

29th Annual Open Door Classic Walk/5k Run – March 5 

The 29th Annual Open Door Classic Walk and 5k Run is a fundraising event benefiting Open Door 

Community House in Columbus, Georgia. 5k registration begins at 7 a.m., race starts at 8 a.m. Fee for 

5k is $25 before and $30 the day of the event. Registration for the walk begins at 8 a.m. and the walk 

starts at 9 a.m. All registered participants will receive an Open Door Classic t-shirt. Activities include: 

walk and 5k run, live music, and more! For questions, call 706-323-5518. For more information and to 

register, visit joinus.odch.org. Click here to view a brochure. 

One Great Hour of Sharing – March 6 

One Great Hour Of Sharing (fourth Sunday in Lent) enables the United Methodist Committee on Relief 

to reach out through worldwide ministries of food, shelter, health and peace. A special offering is taken 

on this day to support humanitarian aid through the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). 

You can be assured that when catastrophes cause suffering, your church, impelled by Jesus’ love and 

compassion, will be in the lead to ease the pain. Gifts to the One Great Hour of Sharing offering 

mailto:cpcassistant@sgaumc.com
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/kb2015form.pdf
mailto:suzanne@sgaumc.com
mailto:allison@sgaumc.com
http://joinus.opendoorcommunityhouse.org/site/TR/Events/General?fr_id=1050&pg=entry
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/opendoorclassic2016.pdf


 
 

underwrite UMCOR’s “costs of doing business.” That helps them keep their promise that 100 percent of 

every other gift you make to a specific UMCOR project can be spent on that project - not on home office 

costs. To learn more about UMCOR or to order resources to promote the offering, visit www.umcor.org 

or call 888-346-3862. Click here for resources to help promote this offering in your local church. 

South Georgia Clergy Spouse Retreat – March 18-20 

The annual Clergy Spouse Retreat is set for March 18-20, 2016, at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons 

Island. The theme is “Under The Big Top,” and the guest speaker is Cindy Ricker. Retreat Ring Masters 

Lori Velasquez and Stephanie Hibberts will lead the weekend, which will be filled with fun, fellowship, 

and worship. The brochure and registration information are now available to download at 

www.sgaumc.org/clergyspouses.  

Eagles’ Picnic – March 31 

The South Georgia Eagles will gather for the 2016 Picnic on March 31 at McRae First UMC. We will 

come to order at noon. You may come earlier, but not before 11 a.m. The McRae United Methodist Men 

are providing a Fish Fry lunch with the trimmings. All we need to bring is a dessert. Please RSVP by 

March 24 to Tom Davis (706-354-6455) or brotwd47@charter.net. Please tell your retired clergy friends 

that the Eagles are gathering. 

 

Shiloh and Salem UMCs give to Unto The Least of His Ministries 

Shiloh United Methodist Church in Hahira answered the call by missionary Rev. Bobby Gale to provide 

handmade dresses for young girls in Africa. In less than three months more than 100 colorful dresses 

were created and $1,000 raised toward a water well project in their village. Salem UMC joined in the 

effort with dresses and another $1,000 dollars. Rev. Gale visited Shiloh UMC on Feb. 6 to celebrate 

these gifts to Unto The Least of His Ministries. 

 

Scripture Readings – Feb. 15 

Feb. 21 

Second Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 

Psalm 27 (UMH 758) 

Philippians 3:17-4:1 

Luke 13:31-35 

Feb. 28 

Third Sunday in Lent 
Isaiah 55:1-9 

http://www.umcor.org/
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Psalm 63:1-8 (UMH 788) 

1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

Luke 13:1-9 

March 6 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Joshua 5:9-12 

Psalm 32 (UMH 766) 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

 

MAYBE SO … 

Dear Editor, 

After the expansion project finishes here at Utmost United Methodist Church a couple of Sunday school 

rooms need to be updated. They are at the end of the hall in the older part of the church. Some furniture 

is still in there – mainly pieces members “donated” when updating their own homes. The Trustees plan 

to dispose of most of it. 

After a Sunday afternoon meeting, Sunny Day went down that hallway, looking for extra chairs for the 

United Methodist Women’s meeting on Monday. She looked into the room where some sofas were 

stored and found two teenagers lip-locked. She recognized them and said, “I’m not going to report you 

to your parents. But you are. I promise you, I will follow up.” 

Sunny reported the incident to our pastor, Rev. Mostly Wright. However, she kept her promise; she did 

not reveal their names. Rev. Wright said, “Thank you for telling me. It suggests two things: one, the 

youth counselors need to know they must keep close watch on the youth in their charge. And two, we 

must keep the doors locked as a precaution.”  

In some ways, we find the church serving in place of parents. It is part of ministry. 

Until next time … 

Homer Heardmore 

Rhodes Crossing, Ga. 


