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Howard Chapel UMC’s Saturday soup kitchen serves love, warm meals 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

The smell of onions, carrots, celery, and tomatoes simmering on the stove is a familiar one at Howard 

Chapel United Methodist Church. 

Every Saturday morning for the past 25 years women from the church’s United Methodist Women’s 

circle have chopped, stirred, and poured their hearts into the soup kitchen ministry, feeding, loving, and 

caring for more than 100 hungry men, women, and children.  

Volunteers from Dublin First United Methodist Church, Pine Forest United Methodist Church and other 

area churches and organizations round out the meal, making sandwiches and supplying crackers and 

dessert. 

What started in 1991 as a twice-monthly outreach ministry to the community quickly grew into a weekly 

ministry. Howard Chapel UMC leaders saw the need but didn’t have the manpower to open the kitchen 

each week, but when then-pastor Rev. Sam Ghartey learned of Dublin First UMC’s soup kitchen, the 

two congregations decided to merge the ministries and open it weekly. 

Howard Chapel UMC’s soup kitchen is a popular spot on Saturdays and has faithful regulars who show 

up each week.  

“We’re well known in the community,” said Margaret Wheeler, an active member of the church’s UMW 

who has served at the soup kitchen since it began. “When we aren’t open because of a funeral or bad 

weather they know it!” 

Serving soup kitchen patrons often makes Wheeler think of Matthew 25:35, where Jesus says, “For I 

was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink…” 

“They’re God’s people and there is a need,” she said. “And you have this good feeling knowing that you 

are helping somebody.” 



 
 

Many of the soup kitchen’s regular diners are children who receive free or reduced-price breakfasts and 

lunches at school and older guests who have meals delivered via Meals on Wheels, said longtime 

volunteer and Howard Chapel UMC member Della Fielding.  

“They don’t get those meals on the weekends, and sometimes that soup and sandwich is the first meal 

they get on Saturday,” Fielding said. “It’s important to give them a hot meal that day. I want to know 

that they get at least one hot meal during the weekend.” 

Fielding, who celebrated her 76th birthday last month, has had to put her soup-making on hold for now 

because of a recent knee replacement, but she expects to be back in the kitchen soon, making her special 

beef vegetable soup. 

“I like helping people, and this is one way I can,” she said. “It has strengthened my faith and has become 

a part of my Saturdays. It’s something I enjoy doing.” 

Wheeler says that they will continue serving soup and sandwiches for as long as there’s a need.  

“Christ said to go out and make disciples, but first you have to show them love and show that you care 

and show that you want to help them.” 

 

Rev. Haygood selected to participate in Leadership Georgia 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Rev. Thad Haygood, senior pastor of Dublin First United Methodist Church, has been chosen to 

participate in the 2016 Leadership Georgia class. He’s following in the footsteps of at least three other 

South Georgia United Methodist pastors who have participated in the program: Dr. Joe Buck, Rev. 

Jimmy Cason, Dr. Don Kea, and Dr. Jerry Roe, Jr. 

Affiliated with the Georgia Chamber of Commerce, Leadership Georgia is a year-long leadership 

training program for young business, civic, and community leaders.  

Rev. Haygood and his wife, Laura, will join 60 other participants and their spouses on five weekend 

visits to different Georgia communities to learn, network, and exchange ideas and experiences about 

important issues affecting the state. Their first weekend program was held at Brasstown Valley Resort in 

Young Harris. The remaining gatherings will be held in Augusta, Jekyll Island, Tifton, and Newnan.  

The experiences and exposure to speakers and leaders from across the state are designed to give class 

members opportunities to grow and enhance their leadership skills as well as introduce them to different 

areas and aspects of Georgia, Rev. Haygood said. 

“It’s a networking opportunity, too, but it’s also to give us leadership skills to take back to our 

communities and to our professions, to be used to continue to enhance the state of Georgia and our local 



 
 

communities,” he said. “The purpose is to give us exposure to the entire state and all it has to offer and 

ways we can help better Georgia for the future.” 

While it’s a big commitment and a lot of work – Leadership Georgia alumnus Rev. Joe Buck, who, 

along with his wife, Lindsey, participated in the 2007 class, likens it to drinking water out of a hose – 

it’s a lot of fun, too. Rev. Haygood packed his favorite 80s outfit and mullet wig for the group’s first 

get-together – an 80s-themed party – during their January weekend at Brasstown Resort. 

Nominated by Ms. Willie Paulk, a member of Dublin First UMC, a former executive director of the 

Dublin-Laurens Chamber of Commerce, and a retired executive director of the Dublin-Laurens Chamber 

of Commerce, Rev. Haygood had several Leadership Georgia alumni in the Dublin/Laurens County 

community endorse him for selection in the prestigious program. 

Paulk, who participated in Leadership Georgia in 1986 and co-chaired a Leadership Georgia program in 

1990, is keenly aware of the benefits program participants receive. 

Not long after meeting Rev. Haygood she began to consider nominating him. 

“Being a former participant I know of the wonderful opportunities you have through Leadership 

Georgia, and when Thad came to our community a few years ago I began to think about it,” she said. “I 

felt like he would make such a great participant and I wanted him to experience the great things that I 

had experienced through Leadership Georgia.” 

Laura and Rev. Haygood will be great additions to the Leadership Georgia roster, said Rev. Buck, who 

wrote a recommendation letter, and will bring their friendly, energetic personalities to the group.  

“I know Laura and Thad, and they are very outgoing people,” he said. “They do a lot of fun stuff and 

they’re known to do skits and to be charismatic in their ministry, and a lot of that is required because 

you end up having to perform at times during Leadership Georgia, so I knew that part of it will be no 

trouble!” 

The competitive program brings people from varied backgrounds from all across the state together and 

helps participants expand their views, broaden their perspectives, and connect and engage with others in 

ways that otherwise might not be possible. 

“(Leadership Georgia) really helps you look beyond yourself, helps you work with other people, helps 

you hone those leadership skills, and can help draw you into the community to benefit the community 

you’re serving,” Rev. Buck said.  

Wise words from former South Georgia Bishop Michael Watson have helped shape Laura and Rev. 

Haygood’s ministry wherever they’re appointed: “You are not appointed to a church, you are appointed 

to a community.” 

“Laura and I firmly believe that, and, wherever we are, we dive right into the whole community; we 

want to get involved and get to know people inside and outside the church,” Rev. Haygood said. “I think 



 
 

Leadership Georgia will be great for networking opportunities around the state and for helping us see 

more ways that we can get involved in the community and even at the state level. But mainly, for us, just 

helping us know how to be more involved in whatever community we live in and be a part of the local 

leadership there.” 

 

Annual Conference Special Offering to benefit GBGM, welcome agency to Georgia 

Each year, the Annual Conference Special Offering is gathered and used to advance the good news of 

Jesus Christ. This year the offering will be used to welcome the General Board of Global Ministries 

(GBGM) to Georgia. The offering will support the agency’s ministries and mission efforts.  

Located in New York City for 200 years, GBGM will move to Atlanta this fall. The move is a pivotal 

moment in the life of Global Ministries and the people they serve, and will be a catalyst for envisioning 

new ways to connect the church in mission. 

Global Ministries’ new home in Atlanta will provide an important new setting from which their work 

and partnerships can flourish across Georgia, as well as the world. With a programmatic scope 

encompassing the world’s major global health and social challenges, Global Ministries brings a global 

perspective to its work in Georgia. 

“I have had the privilege of representing South Georgia on the Board of Directors for Global Ministries 

for four years, and I have seen firsthand the tremendous impact The UMC has, both domestically and 

abroad, in sharing the gospel, kingdom building, and meeting basic needs,” said Allison Lindsey, 

Associate Director of Connectional Ministries. “Our South Georgia churches continue to support Global 

Ministries through missionary support, gifts through The Advance, and donations to UMCOR 

surrounding disaster events. This offering is a wonderful way to say ‘welcome,’ affirm their work, and 

convey our excitement in having their U.S. Regional Office located here in the Peach State.”  

The General Board of Global Ministries is the global mission agency of The United Methodist Church, 

its annual conferences, missionary conferences, and local congregations, and supports 340 missionaries 

in 60 countries, including approximately 20 missionaries currently working in Georgia and five 

surrounding states. A well-known part of Global Ministries, the United Methodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR) is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to alleviating human suffering and providing 

humanitarian relief in the United States and around the world. 

“One new programming dynamic that I am most excited about involves Global Ministries’ goal of 

engaging with at least 10,000 churches in the United States over the next four years,” Lindsey said. “The 

Global Health Unit will organize and lead a series of events from Global Ministries’ Atlanta offices in 

the new Center for Mission Innovation. With Georgia partners like the Center for Disease Control and 

Emory, these events will highlight exceptional, innovative models of mission in which we learn from 



 
 

each other. Churches in South Georgia will have such great access to these events and resources with 

Global Ministries in our backyard.” 

Each South Georgia congregation is encouraged to do three things: 

 Receive a special congregational offering prior to the annual conference session. 

 Write a church check for the full gathered amount (make it out to the South Georgia Annual 

Conference, with “General Board of Global Ministries” in the memo line). 

 Bring the check to the annual conference session in Tifton and have a representative from your 

congregation present the check during the opening worship service on Wednesday evening, June 

8. 

For more detailed information, visit www.sgaumc.org/specialoffering.  

Click here to download a bulletin insert. 

To watch a video highlighting the General Board of Global Ministries’ health and wellness initiatives, 

click here. 

 

Goodwater  

FROM THE BISHOP 

JAMES R. KING, JR. 

Hello, beautiful people of South Georgia!  

My hometown is Ashland, Ala., which is about 22 miles from Goodwater, Ala. I do not know why the 

town was named Goodwater, but Flint, Mich. is reminding the world family that water is not only 

essential for life, but good water is directly connected to good health and contaminated water to poor 

health and even death. 

Rev. Bobby Gale has recognized the importance of every person and every nation having access to good 

water for some time. I find his passion for the poor and marginalized simply amazing. What a miracle 

for the poor and thirsty to discover that someone has come into their lives and their country to not only 

bring water but to dig a well beneath their feet which will allow them to have water for life as well as a 

lifetime. 

Rev. Gale is the founder and director of Unto the Least of His Ministry, and has been its servant leader 

for the last 13 years. Unto the Least of His Ministry helps support those that are overlooked and 

forgotten… the least. Through this ministry, Rev. Gale has had a global impact in 25 different countries 

on four different continents and he continues his ministry locally, nationally, and internationally. He has 

helped the poor have a clean drink of water in Uganda, Ghana, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 

Mexico, Honduras, Panama, and Kenya. Bobby has a heart for seeing the captives set free by word and 

http://www.sgaumc.org/specialoffering
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/SpecialOfferinginsert.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gt02b5Mc2YM


 
 

deed. 

We live in world where so many people are thirsting for righteousness in one way or another. However, 

when the basic elements for survival are removed – like having water to drink and bread to eat – all of 

the other needs and wants must take a backseat. 

In Matthew we are reminded once again that God cares for all creation, and that includes each one of us, 

even the least among us: “Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed 

by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry 

and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink…” (Matt. 25:34-35) 

South Georgia, I am grateful for the way you reach out to others to be blessing as pastors, congregations, 

districts, and as a conference. Thanks for being so generous. Today is the day to highlight one of the 

ministries among us called Unto the Least of His. Please consider making a donation now to this 

ministry and help extend the love of God to your neighbors both near and far. Below you will find 

contact information or just go to his website to consider the various ways you can make a donation 

(www.totheleast.com).  

Rev. Bobby Gale, bobby@totheleast.com 

Unto the Least of His 

PO Box 183 / 109 Bear Camp Rd.; Irwinton, GA 31042 

(478) 233-0345  

I’m tweeting messages to encourage you! Read them at www.twitter.com/BishopJamesKing. 

In addition to sharing thoughts and photos on Twitter and my blog I’m now sharing devotional thoughts 

called My Devotional Takeaway.  

Read our Advocate (www.sgaumc.org/advocate), follow me as I tweet at 

www.twitter.com/BishopJamesKing, or visit my blog at www.bishopking.org.   

Until next time, remember – God’s will for us is good. We must do the rest. 

Growing a Christlike world. 

With love,  

Your Bishop, 

James R. King, Jr. 

 

http://www.totheleast.com/
mailto:bobby@totheleast.com
http://www.twitter.com/BishopJamesKing
http://www.bishopking.org/
http://www.sgaumc.org/advocate
http://www.twitter.com/BishopJamesKing
http://www.bishopking.org/


 
 

This Lent, discover God when you’re standing in line 

GROWING IN GRACE 

BEN GOSDEN 

There’s something we all do at least once a day or maybe once a week. It happens in a variety of 

settings. It can happen unexpectedly – we think we’re in the clear. Or we can see it coming before we 

ever get there. What am I talking about? Standing in line, of course!  

Have you ever thought about the different lines we regularly find ourselves in? We stand in line to check 

out at the grocery store, we wait in lines of traffic, some of us still wait in line at the post office, every 

few years we wait in line at the DMV, we wait for our beloved coffee, and we sometimes even wait in 

line at church.  

A couple of weeks ago, I preached a sermon where I talked about standing in line, and for preparation I 

went to Facebook to ask people what they did when they found themselves in a line. I received an 

interesting variety of answers. Lots of people said they listen and watch what others are saying or doing 

(or buying) around them (the people honest about being a little nosey). Some said they would strike up a 

conversation with a stranger nearby (the extroverts among us). A number of people said they pull out 

their phones to entertain them while they wait (those of us just looking for an escape to distract us from 

our hassles). Some were honest enough to say they see how long the line is and just leave if it’s going to 

be too long of a wait (the impatient ones among us).  

I don’t care how efficient we get or how many conveniences we invent, like it or not, waiting in line is 

just a part of life. Lines are aggravating. They take time. They can get us off schedule and make our day 

much less enjoyable.  

But maybe ... can they can also be opportunities to grow closer to God? 

I think standing in line can teach us lots of ways to grow closer to God, but there are two I want to lift 

up.  

The first way standing in line can help us grow closer to God is that it teaches us patience. We live 

hectic lives, franticly bouncing from one scheduled item to the next. Standing in line acts as a forced 

interruption to our frantic pace – it purposely slows us down. Next time you find yourself waiting in 

line, maybe think of it as a reminder to slow down and reflect. Think of the prayer concerns on your 

heart. Reflect on your day, the decisions you’ve made, and the things you’ll have to deal with later in 

your day. Use that time to ask God to help you make good decisions, to act (and react!) in a way that 

reflects the love of God, and to intentionally place your trust in God who will see you through your day 

no matter how hard it might seem.  

Henri Nouwen once wrote: “A waiting person is a patient person. The word patience means the 

willingness to stay where we are and live the situation out to the full in the belief that something hidden 



 
 

will manifest itself.” Maybe the patience you’ll discover while waiting in line is found in being surprised 

by an act of grace that happens nearby, or maybe a person in need you might otherwise ignore because 

you’re so busy. Standing in line teaches us patience, which is, in case we forget, a fruit of the Spirit 

(Gal. 5).  

Another way standing in line can help us grow closer to God is that it can help us grow to be more 

mindful. What is mindfulness, you ask? One writer put it this way: “Mindfulness is simply being aware 

of what is happening right now without wishing it were different.” It’s the intentional act of paying 

attention no matter what is happening around us.  

If we live our lives in a rush, wishing for the next thing to happen, we miss out on the grace God has for 

us right this minute. Standing in line slows us down, and it’s our job to pay attention because you never 

know what God might be doing in our midst. This means we have to work to rid ourselves of 

distractions.  

Comedian Louis CK has a funny, but profound, bit where he talks about the dangers of cell phones. He 

says we use our cell phones to avoid being alone in the world. When we encounter silence, we have an 

immediate sense of being alone, so we pull out our phones to feel “connected” to something and avoid 

the deep feelings that might come up when we feel alone. Maybe standing in line can teach us not to be 

so afraid of silence in our lives. And it’s not just cell phones – think of how many things you use to fill 

the silences of your life with noise. Why do we do that?  

Thomas Merton says if you want to experience God, you must enter the silence. Maybe Merton said that 

because when we dare to enter the silence and encounter the aloneness it brings we might actually find 

God there and realize there’s nothing to be afraid of after all.  

I don’t know about you, but I hope the next time I find myself standing in line I see it as a blessing – a 

gift – and not a burden. That line might be test to grow in my sense of patience. It might just be an 

opportunity to pay attention to see where God is moving around me. It might, if I’m lucky, be a gateway 

into the silence of my soul where I will discover the greatest truth of human existence – we are not 

alone. God is with us.  

The Rev. Ben Gosden is the senior pastor at Aldersgate United Methodist Church in Savannah. He can 

be reached at bgosden1982@gmail.com.  

 

After Aldersgate 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 

DAVE HANSON 

mailto:bgosden1982@gmail.com


 
 

After his heartwarming experience during a German prayer meeting on Aldersgate Street in London on 

May 24, 1738, John Wesley sat down and examined his Christian walk up to that point in his life. He 

felt that up until that experience he had been simply “going through the motions” in his spiritual journey. 

He was reading his Bible and saying his prayers as he had been taught at his mother’s knee. He was 

doing his duty and trying to be good. He felt that during those years before Aldersgate he was trying to 

earn his salvation by his good works. He was trying to deserve God’s love. After Aldersgate he was 

eager to share his new insight about the Christian faith. You are saved by grace and it is a free gift from 

a loving God. 

John was invited to preach in numerous churches around London. He preached salvation by grace not by 

works. Most of the pastors told him to never come back. They did not want anybody telling their 

congregation that good works did not bring salvation. They believed and wanted their people to believe 

that going to church, giving money, and serving on committees would lead them to salvation. Soon only 

six churches in all of London would allow John Wesley to preach there. 

Then he received a letter from George Whitefield inviting him to come to Bristol and take over his field 

preaching mission. George Whitefield was an eloquent preacher – far better than John at captivating a 

congregation. He had begun preaching to large crowd outdoors. He was planning to go to Georgia to 

take over Wesley’s previous service in the new world. Wesley declined Whitefield’s invitation. At that 

time John believed it was almost a sin to be converted outside a church building. He thought preaching 

in the fields was tacky and would have no part of it.  

George Whitefield simply said, “Come and see.” 

 

Simple Faith 

Spring Quarter: The Gift of Faith 

Unit 1: Tests of Faith 

Sunday school lesson for the week of March 13, 2016 

By Dr. Hal Brady 

Lesson scripture: Mark 10:17-31 

The biblical story before us today is familiar but full of surprises. It challenges our ideas both of how to 

please God and of how we can tell that a person is blessed.  

This story of the rich young ruler takes place while Jesus is “setting out on a journey” from Galilee to 

Jerusalem. During the trip, Jesus continuously tries to prepare his disciples for the Passion and what his 

death and resurrection mean.  



 
 

So, while “on a journey” to his Passion, a man runs to Jesus, kneels and addresses him as “Good 

Teacher” (10:17). In Mark, this deference to Jesus from the wealthy is unusual. This rich man kneels 

before Jesus and calls him “Good Teacher,” thereby granting him significant status.  

Now, we do not need to perceive of this person as self-righteous. Note that he doesn’t tell Jesus that he 

deserves eternal life, only that he desires it. To believe that you have been fruitful is not arrogance. 

Every indication is that this inquirer is sincere. Even his “grieving” and turning away from what Jesus 

tells him is sincere.  

Unexpectedly, however, Jesus rejects this title given him by the inquirer and takes the opportunity to 

magnify God’s holiness rather than his own. Then Jesus responds to the inquirer’s question with a 

traditional answer. Asking how one can inherit eternal life seems a perfect question for Jesus to answer 

as a teacher who knows the will of God. Any good Jewish teacher would answer: obey God’s will as it 

is expressed in scripture. So, Jesus names several commandments from the Ten Commandments.  

Credit the rich young ruler with his response. His answer indicates that he has been a good religious and 

moral person. He has kept the commandments and lived as he should.  

Mark says that Jesus loves this inquirer. Jesus does not sneer at the man’s claims to have obeyed the 

law. He believes what the man says about his obedience, because he loves him.  

It is then that Jesus adds the action that will make the inquirer’s acceptance of God’s will complete. 

Jesus says to him, “You lack one thing. Go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you 

will have treasure in heaven, and then come, follow me.” (10:21).  

But right here we meet our first surprise! Jesus makes stricter demands than the law. The commands 

Jesus previously mentioned to the inquirer represent the whole of the law and expectations about how 

people are to treat one another. But for Jesus, that is not enough. His demands are even greater. 

Sometimes we think that Jesus makes living for God easier, but that notion is truly a mistake. Now, this 

command of Jesus to the inquirer is clearly as shocking to the disciples as it is to the man himself. It 

goes far beyond reasonable expectation. Actually, Jesus is demanding that this rich young ruler give up 

all of himself and his security and rely completely on God. In addition to selling his possessions, he 

must also follow Jesus. 

Scholars point out that the perceptive reader of Mark knows by now that following Jesus means acting 

as the servant to those who have lost power and position (9:33-37) and even being willing to die for 

Jesus, to take up one’s cross (8:34, 35). So the man who had come to Jesus for reaffirmation of his 

relationship with God does not hear what he had hoped. Consequently, he turns away, unwilling to 

commit himself to what Jesus demands of those who desire to inherit eternal life.  

What about wealth?  

The rich young ruler had good reason to be shocked by Jesus’ answer to his question concerning eternal 

life. Traditional Jewish piety would usually have stated that wealth was a blessing from God, a sign of 



 
 

divine favor. In his final address to the children of Israel, Moses declares “If you keep the 

commandments…the Lord will make you abound in prosperity” (Deuteronomy 28:9, 11).  

But Jesus proclaims, “How hard it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God” 

(Mark 10:23). Jesus’ answer is completely unexpected. It violates all that we think about the world and 

what demonstrates that God is pleased with a person. We may not subscribe to the “prosperity gospel” 

that says that God will make people rich if they will only give to a particular ministry, but we still 

understand wealth as a blessing from God. But in today’s lesson, wealth is not a sign of blessing, but an 

obstacle to a saving relationship with God.  

Addressing the shocked disciples, Jesus continues to elaborate by stating again how hard it is for a rich 

person to be saved – to be ruled by God rather than his/her money. The rich will find entering the 

kingdom of God more difficult than trying to squeeze a camel through the eye of a needle. The opening 

of a needle is the smallest thing imaginable, and the camel was the largest animal in Palestine.  

A word of clarification may be in order. Some report that there was an actual small gate in the city wall 

of Jerusalem called “the eye of the needle,” which a camel could just barely pass through. But according 

to scripture there was no such gate. At any rate, one going through the other was impossible. Therefore, 

Jesus says that it is difficult for the rich to be saved.  

The disciples asked, “Then who can be saved” if not the rich? Jesus responds that salvation is impossible 

for humans; it is accomplished only by God (10:27). Only God can overcome what keeps even the 

wealthy away from God’s will.  

Clement of Alexandria, writing in the second century, declared that even the rich can be saved “if one is 

able in the midst of wealth to turn from its power, to entertain moderate sentiments and to exercise self-

command and to seek God alone and to breathe God and walk with God.”  

As scholars make clear, this scripture passage before us contains both condemnation of those who do not 

commit themselves fully to God’s service and the promise of grace for those who cannot make the 

expected commitment.  

In summary, a camel cannot get through the eye of a needle. That’s how impossible it is for rich people, 

then all people, to be saved. At least it is impossible for people to be saved if they rely upon themselves 

for their relationship with God. But God is able to save everyone.  

The central issue here has to do with a person’s ultimate loyalty – divesting oneself of whatever 

provides his/her security in this life to enter a new quality of life under God’s rule. 

Giving up treasures  

Having heard the fate that awaits the wealthy, Peter protests, “Lord, we have left everything and 

followed you (10:28). Will Peter ever learn? Peter is seeking to rely on his obedience to Jesus’ 

commands to attain his place in the kingdom. This is previously what Jesus has said will not work, and it 



 
 

is very close to the behavior of the man who would not sell his possessions. Even our commitment to do 

God’s will can be a way of trying to make a claim on God’s grace.  

There is something else here that needs to be mentioned. Note that Jesus does not denigrate the 

sacrifices the disciples have made. Indeed, he points out that their sacrifice will be more than worth it. 

Jesus states that the disciples who have given up everything will have more family, homes, and 

possessions than they had previously. Of course, he is not speaking here in a literal sense. They would 

not have more financial wealth or bigger families. But what they would have is a new, larger family of 

fellow believers that is the church family.  

Jesus goes on to say that those who follow him will also face persecution and suffering. But in the midst 

of these hard times, Jesus promises joy, comfort, and goodness. And the joy of all this will come from 

the certainty that we are loved by, accepted by, and saved by, God. What begins now, by God’s grace, 

will only be complete in that eternal life which is to come.  

Reorientation of life  

In conclusion, Jesus says, “But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first” (10:31). One of 

the best ways to understand this reversal of valuations as marks of the kingdom is to imagine an army 

platoon being drilled on a field. The platoon leader shouts, “about-face, march” and the column reverses. 

Suddenly, the first become last, and those in the rear begin leading the formation.  

What Jesus is demanding in this story of the rich young ruler is a complete reorientation. We are being 

required to re-evaluate all things in our lives as followers of Jesus; we are being called to do more than 

just give up all our possessions. Jesus wants our hearts and minds to be literally transformed. He wants 

us to give up reliance on ourselves and our gifts, and He knows that is an impossible task on our own. 

But Jesus also knows that we can reorient ourselves to the kingdom of God because “for God all things 

are possible.”  

I close with the words of the writer of “the Interpreter’s Bible” (1951), “Those who have made the 

renunciations necessary for the kingdom, who have left all, and have followed,” will precede the great in 

the only judgment of worth that really counts, the eyes of God.”  

Action Plan:  

1. How is wealth an obstacle to a saving relationship with God?  

2. How is the rich young ruler in this story different from us? How is he similar to us? 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/


 
 

Struggling Faith 

Spring Quarter: The Gift of Faith 

Unit 1: Tests of Faith 

Sunday school lesson for the week of March 20, 2016 

By Dr. Hal Brady 

Lesson scripture: Mark 14:26-31, 66-72 

As a young minister, I attended Pastors’ School when it was held at Wesleyan College in Macon, Ga. 

One year the preacher for the occasion was Dr. Hoover Rupert, who at the time was pastor of the First 

United Methodist Church of Ann Arbor, Michigan. I will always remember Dr. Rupert’s sermon on 

Jesus’ prediction of Peter’s denial and the reality of it (today’s scripture lesson). Dr. Rupert read the 

words about Peter denying Jesus three times before the rooster crowed twice that very night. Then very 

dramatically he turned his head to the side and said, “And the Lord turned and looked at Peter, and Peter 

remembered.” Everyone in that assembly remembered, and I couldn’t wait to get home and prepare my 

own message on that text.  

Well, for Mark, this story of the prediction and consequent reality of Peter‘s denial of Jesus is the low 

point of Mark’s description of the disciples. As the story has moved along, Mark has increasingly 

portrayed the disciples as misunderstanding the mission of Jesus. The disciples don’t know who Jesus is 

and misunderstand him so badly that at one point Jesus calls Peter Satan. These disciples can’t get their 

minds in agreement with him when Jesus tells them he must suffer and die. Consequently, they reject all 

this and continue to misunderstand his mission. As I mentioned, Peter’s denial is the low point of the 

disciples’ failure – and their last appearance in Mark.  

The Story – Part I  

(Mark 14:26-31)  

Jesus and his disciples are leaving the Last Supper where Jesus had announced that one of them would 

betray him. But now, Jesus informs the disciples that all of them will desert him. Note that this is not 

Jesus and his followers against his opponents. These deserters are to be the Twelve, Jesus’ closest 

followers.  

These followers simply cannot conceive of their desertion of Jesus. You see, they have repeatedly failed 

to believe that his mission includes dying. And since this thought possesses them, they cannot imagine 

any scenario in which they would desert him.  

Up steps Peter! Peter leads all the disciples in rejecting the idea that they could ever turn their backs on 

Jesus. It is at this point, however, that Jesus responds to Peter specifically, telling him that he will deny 

Him three times before sunrise. Then Peter vehemently asserts that he is willing to die for Jesus. It is 

doubtful however, that Peter ever imagined that his commitment would be put to such a test. 



 
 

The Story – Part II  

(Mark 14:66-72)  

Jesus has been arrested, tried before the Sanhedrin, abused and found guilty of blasphemy (14:64). All 

the disciples have deserted him with the exception of Peter. As we watch Peter fail, we should keep in 

mind that all the other disciples who affirmed their allegiance to Jesus have left Him at Gethsemane. 

Peter alone has remained, perhaps hoping for a mighty act of God that would change the mind of the 

Sanhedrin or possibly lead to the overthrow of the Roman yoke. At any rate, Peter was close enough to 

the situation to see what Jesus would do.  

Three times a servant girl of the high priest identifies Peter as a follower of Jesus. Scholars inform us 

that the servant girl and identification of Peter as someone who was with Jesus may have been an 

accusation or just an observation. Whichever it was, it makes Peter uncomfortable enough to say he has 

no idea what she is talking about. He seems to deny that he knows anything about the trial of a man 

named Jesus. Then the rooster crowed the first time.  

So Peter moves away from the fire, but not far enough. This time the servant girl sees him and says, 

“This man is one of them.” Peter again denies that he is with Jesus.  

Then the servant girl, with other bystanders, accuses Peter a third time of being “one of them; for you 

are a Galilean.” Peter’s identity as a Galilean confirms the accusation about his association with the 

person on trial.  

Now, in desperation, Peter’s third denial is even more vehement. He swears that he doesn’t know Jesus.  

In the space of only a few hours Peter has gone from pledging his ultimate loyalty that he would never 

desert Jesus to swearing that he doesn’t know him. And we are informed that Peter sinks to this level 

because he was never able to understand that Jesus’ commission as Messiah meant that Jesus must 

suffer. Being found guilty and turned over to the Romans for execution was an unthinkable fate for a 

Messiah. But now Peter sees this happening to Jesus before his very eyes, and he swears he doesn’t 

know him.  

Then it was that when all the evidence suggest that Jesus was not who Peter thought he was and that 

allegiance to Him was foolish, the rooster crows a second time. As Dr. Rupert put it, “And Peter 

remembered.”  

What did Peter remember? He remembers that things have happened exactly as Jesus said they would. 

Peter would deny him three times before the rooster crows twice. Thus, Peter again knows that God is 

with Jesus because Jesus’ prophecy has come true. Suddenly, Peter realizes that he has denied the One 

who has brought God’s presence to the lives of many, including his own. Peter weeps!  

So what do we learn from this story of Peter’s denial of Jesus? 

We can overestimate our strength  



 
 

In this unfolding story, we see that Peter and the other disciples are overestimating their own 

faithfulness. They are determined to be by Jesus’ side “come blank or high water,” but they are in denial 

that the worst could happen. They think they can stand beside a powerful Jesus and face any and every 

enemy that may come. But their reliance on themselves is an illusion. An illusion is something that 

appears to be true but is actually false. Thus, when the disciples’ faith is put to the test, they do not 

persevere.  

So we wonder why the disciples’ faith failed. They have been with Jesus three years, and they have seen 

his power and glory. Still, they fail!  

According to Mark, much of the reason that the disciples fail is that they misunderstand the mission and 

ministry of Jesus. Like many moderns, they see power and expect Jesus to exercise that power in ways 

that compel obedience. They expect mighty acts that attest to Jesus in power. And that is something they 

can support and even die for, if necessary.  

But shockingly, for them, everything changes! Rather than conquering, Jesus submits to arrest, then to 

trial, which will soon lead to execution.  

Scholars tell us that the disciples’ denials are all linked directly to their misunderstanding of how God is 

present in Jesus. God’s love is shown in His willingness to suffer for those He loves. The depth of God’s 

love is demonstrated in the willingness of Christ to give his life for those who desert him.  

Admittedly, giving in to arrest and crucifixion certainly doesn’t sound like strength, but that is what 

Jesus has been telling his disciples since Chapter 8, when Peter confesses that Jesus is the Messiah. 

While acknowledging that he is the Messiah, Jesus has been seeking to redefine what Messiah means in 

terms of his suffering and death. The disciples simply cannot accept Jesus’ redefinition and their faith 

fails. In reality, these disciples have trusted their own definitions of how God’s power is wielded and 

their faith fails. And it will be no less true of our faith.  

We can recognize God’s unfailing love  

Even though Jesus knows the failings of his disciples, he loves them anyway. Scholars remind us that 

before he tells them that they will deny him, Jesus has eaten his last meal with them and included them 

in his institution of a new covenant meal, the Lord’s Supper. Thus, immediately after the purification of 

their denials, He asks them to pray with him in the garden of Gethsemane. Even the disciples’ 

weaknesses of failure cannot block God’s love. 

Right here, we see a desperate moment in the ministry of Jesus, perhaps the worst moment in his 

ministry and the disciples are of no help. Their denials have only added to Jesus’ burdens and yet he 

continues to love them anyway.  

Surely, one of the most important points of this story is that Jesus can know our weaknesses and failures, 

but still love us. What comfort this is for those who deny Christ in times of great difficulty.  



 
 

We can benefit from knowing about weak disciples  

As we know, Mark presents a rather dismal picture of the disciples. Their misunderstanding of Jesus 

begins in Chapter 4 and continues to get worse as they journey with him. At last, they desert and deny 

him.  

Scholars point out that Mark doesn’t even have any appearances of the disciples with the risen Christ in 

which he forgives them. After the denial of Peter, they never again appear in the story (though they are 

mentioned in 16:7).  

Why does Mark leave the disciples in such a bad light? Mark knows that his readers are already aware 

as to how these disciples turned apostles became the interpreters of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, 

and whose testimony has become the foundation of their church’s beliefs.  

So the answer as to why Mark leaves the disciples in such bad light has to do with the situation the 

Gospel of Mark addresses. Scholars explain that Mark’s church seems to have experienced persecution. 

And the persecution was severe enough that some members of this church capitulated. Some denied 

their faith. Now, we don’t know if it was a direct denial, like Peter, or simply a disassociation from the 

church like the other disciples. But, whatever they did it caused everybody to recognize their denial of 

faith.  

Moving forward, the persecution has now passed. However, some of those who have capitulated at this 

point want to be part of the church again. They want to be received back into the fellowship of those 

who believe in Christ.  

But here’s the issue! The church is unsure about what they should do. If they allow those who denied the 

faith back in, it seems to be a slap in the face to those who endured the suffering. Would this be an 

example of cheap grace which allows questionable loyalty and makes no real demands?  

Mark’s way of addressing the issue is with his picture of the disciples. Here are people who lived in the 

presence of Jesus and who were witnesses to his miracles. Yet their faith utterly fails – they desert and 

deny Jesus.  

But what becomes of them? Are they excluded from the love of God or the fellowship of the church? 

Certainly they are not! After their miserable failings their testimony becomes the foundation of the 

church’s beliefs.  

There is simply no more powerful story of the unfailing love of God than this one before us today. This 

story is a sign that those who have faltered are loved by God and need to be received by the church.  

Action Plan:  

1. Discuss how the class understands the concept of Jesus as Messiah.  

2. In what kinds of situations might contemporary Christians deny Jesus? 



 
 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 3/7/2016 edition 

South Georgia Clergy Spouse Retreat – March 18-20 

The annual Clergy Spouse Retreat is set for March 18-20 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. 

The theme is “Under The Big Top,” and the guest speaker is Cindy Ricker. Retreat Ring Masters Lori 

Velasquez and Stephanie Hibberts will lead the weekend, which will be filled with fun, fellowship, and 

worship. The brochure and registration information are now available to download at 

www.sgaumc.org/clergyspouses.  

Holy Week Prayer Pilgrimage for Immigration – March 20 

Centenary United Methodist Church in Macon invites all to join them at 3 p.m. on Palm Sunday, March 

20, as they gather to “pray with their feet” during a four-mile prayer pilgrimage/walk around Macon. 

The walk, non-political and interfaith, will focus on prayer for undocumented immigrants. The first mile 

has been designed for children and families, and a potluck meal and worship service at Centenary UMC 

will close the pilgrimage. Contact Rev. Stacey Harwell-Dye, Centenary UMC’s Minister of Community 

Building, at stacey@centenarymacon.org for more information. 

Eagles’ Picnic – March 31 

The South Georgia Eagles will gather for the 2016 Picnic on March 31 at McRae First UMC. We will 

come to order at noon. You may come earlier, but not before 11 a.m. The McRae United Methodist Men 

are providing a Fish Fry lunch with the trimmings. All we need to bring is a dessert. Please RSVP by 

March 24 to Tom Davis (706-354-6455) or brotwd47@charter.net. Please tell your retired clergy friends 

that the Eagles are gathering. 

UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat – April 1-3 

The United Methodist Women of the South Georgia Conference will host their annual Spiritual Growth 

Retreat April 1-3 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. Rev. Sharma Lewis, a native of 

Statesboro and the District Superintendent of the Atlanta Decatur Oxford District in the North Georgia 

Conference, will be the event speaker. Visit www.sgaumc.org/umw for more information and to 

download the brochure and registration form. 

The Methodist Children's Home Celebration Day – April 2 

The Methodist Home for Children and Youth's annual Celebration Day will be at the Macon campus on 

April 2 from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. The Home is excited to announce that they will be a sanctioned event 

of The International Cherry Blossom Festival this year! All proceeds that day go towards fun 

experiences for the Home's children and youth, such as trips to the beach and recreational equipment. 

The event will feature a kids carnival, a Harvest Kidstown Show, a bake sale, BBQ plate sales, a silent 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/
http://www.sgaumc.org/clergyspouses
mailto:stacey@centenarymacon.org
mailto:brotwd47@charter.net
http://www.sgaumc.org/umw


 
 

and live auction, a Harvest Worship Concert, and much more! This event is open to the public with free 

general admission. Carnival tickets may be purchased the day of the event. Visit 

www.themethodisthome.org/events for more information. 

Native American Ministries Sunday – April 10 

On Native American Ministries Sunday, United Methodists cultivate and support urban missions with 

Native Americans and fund scholarships for Native American seminarians. Your annual conference 

retains 50 percent of the offering is to strengthen and develop Native American ministries. However, if 

no Native American ministries exist in the conference, the entire offering is remitted to the General 

Council on Finance and Administration for Native American ministries in other areas. The remaining 50 

percent of the offering expands mission work with the Native American Urban Initiative and provides 

scholarships for Native Americans attending United Methodist and other approved schools of theology. 

Is it easier to learn Native American traditions from a Native American or an Irish American? This is 

why the Native American Ministries Sunday offering is critical – to continue the traditions and nurture 

the gifts of Native Americans. Click here for resources to help promote this special Sunday. 

United Methodist Men's Spring Golf Tournament – April 22 

The UMM annual spring golf tournament will be held Friday, April 22. The registration form and rules 

can be found online at www.sgaumc.org/umm. The UMM are currently looking for hole sponsors and 

players for this event to help fund missions projects for the UMM of South Georgia. 

United Methodist Men’s Annual Retreat – April 22-23 

The South Georgia United Methodist Men will gather for their annual Spring Retreat Friday, April 22, 

2016, through Saturday, April 23, 2016, at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/umm for more information and to download a brochure. 

Sexual Ethics Workshop – April 26 

A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. on Tuesday, April 26 at Vineville 

United Methodist in Macon. Email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com with questions. 

 

Magnolia Manor Sunday – May 8 

Magnolia Manor is a ministry of The United Methodist Church and serves older adults of all faiths 

throughout South Georgia. On this Special Sunday, South Georgia United Methodists are asked to take 

up a special offering to support this vital ministry.  To learn more about Magnolia Manor visit 

www.magnoliamanor.com.  

General Conference – May 10-20 

The 2016 General Conference will be held May 10-20, 2016, in Portland, Oregon. For more 

information, visit www.umc.org/gc2016.  

Local Pastors’ Licensing School – May 20-29 

The 2016 session of the Local Pastors’ Licensing School will be held May 20-29 on the Campus of 

Emory University. Local Pastors’ Licensing School is a “crash course” in being a pastor for those who 

http://www.themethodisthome.org/events
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/native-american-ministries-sunday
http://www.sgaumc.org/umm
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want to be available for appointment to a church or charge as a licensed local pastor. Those who are 

licensed for pastoral ministry make a commitment to continue their education beyond Licensing School 

either through the 20 classes of the Basic Course of Study or through a Masters of Divinity degree from 

a United Methodist approved seminary. For more information, visit 

www.sgaumc.org/localpastorslicensingschool.  

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – March  

3/01 – Ralph Bailey: 9650 Lehigh St.; Savannah, GA 31406 

3/01 – Buddy Whatley: 2153 Bold Springs Rd.; Ochlocknee, GA 31773 

3/02 – William Whipple: 2247 Eastway Rd.; Decatur, GA 30033 

3/02 – Gene Yates: 154 Saint Clair Dr.; St Simons Island, GA 31522 

3/03 – Richard Bishop: 292 Timberwind Dr.; Byron, GA 31008 

3/03 – Thomas Williams: 1072 Lee Rd. #292; Smith’s Station, AL 36877 

3/04 – Irie Cyree: 4402 Bridgewater Dr.; Phenix City, AL 36867 

3/05 – Tim Paulk: 104 Lee Rd. 2153; Salem, AL 36874 

3/06 – Ellison Whitt: 443 Lee Smith Rd.; Ellaville, GA 31806 

3/08 – Jerry Lillard: 253 Paul Lockley Rd.; Lyons GA 30436 

3/09 – Grover Bell: 333 E. 53rd St.; Savannah, GA 31405 

3/15 – Brenda Iglehart: 113 Brandenberry Rd.; Brunswick, GA 31525 

3/16 – Joel Dent: 1819 Pine Forest Circle; Dublin, GA 31021 

3/16 – Truett Leveritt: PO Box 15893; Savannah, GA 31416 

3/16 – Vance Mathis: 305 Jasmine Way; Bonaire, GA 31005 

3/17 – George Durham: 844 Woods Hole Circle; Statesboro, GA 30461 

3/17 – David Seyle: 304 Causton Harbour Dr.; Savannah, GA 31404 

3/18 – Tom Oliver: 511 Victory Dr.; Waynesboro, GA 30830 

3/19 – James Snell, Jr.: 1590 Piney Grove Rd.; Loganville, GA 30052 

3/20 – Ronnie Culpepper: 2848 Sue Mack Dr.; Columbus, GA 31906 

3/20 – Dan MacMinn: 95 Harding St.; Waverly Hall, GA 31831 

3/21 – Delia Steffen: 128 Cambridge Way; Macon, GA 31220 

3/22 – Beverly Flowers: 390 Brook Hollow Dr.; McDonough, GA 30252 

3/22 – Tommy Mason, Jr.: 7321 US Highway 41; Vienna, GA 31092  

3/23 – Jimmy Pennell: 2257 S. Lakeshore Dr.; Lake Junaluska, NC 28745 

3/28 – Hal Brady: 36 Lullwater Estate; Atlanta, GA 30307 

3/30 – Allen Brooks: 535 Hendley Circle; Nashville, GA 31639 

 

Scripture Readings – March 7 

March 13 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Isaiah 43:16-21 

http://www.sgaumc.org/localpastorslicensingschool


 
 

Psalm 126 (UMH 847) 

Philippians 3:4b-14 

John 12:1-8 

March 20 

Passion/Palm Sunday 

Liturgy of the Palms 
Luke 19:28-40  

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 (UMH 839) 

Liturgy of the Passion 

Isaiah 50:4-9a  

Psalm 31:9-16  

Philippians 2:5-11  

Luke 22:14-23:56  

or  

Luke 23:1-49 

March 21 

Monday of Holy Week 
Isaiah 42:1-9 

Psalm 36:5-11 (UMH 771) 

Hebrews 9:11-15 

John 12:1-11 

March 22 

Tuesday of Holy Week 
Isaiah 49:1-7 

Psalm 71:1-14 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

John 12:20-36 

March 23 

Wednesday of Holy Week 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Psalm 70 (UMH 793) 

Hebrews 12:1-3 

John 13:21-32 

March 24 

Holy/Maundy Thursday 

Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14 

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 (UMH 837) 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

John 13:1-17, 31b-35 



 
 

March 25 

Good Friday 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

Psalm 22 (UMH 752) 

Hebrews 10:16-25 

John 18:1-19:42 

March 26 

Holy Saturday 

Job 14:1-14  

Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16 (UMH 764)  

1 Peter 4:1-8  

Matthew 27:57-66 

March 27 

Easter Sunday 
Acts 10:34-43  

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (UMH 839)  

1 Corinthians 15:19-26  

John 20:1-18  

or  

Luke 24:1-12 

 

MAYBE SO … 

Dear Editor, 

Occasionally we have a little dust up over Holy Communion here at Utmost United Methodist Church. 

Our Communion steward, Holly Terra, is a stickler for doing things the “right way.” Doesn’t matter 

what the subject is: placing the paraments, the juice for the “wine,” the bread or whatever, Holly says, 

“We must do it the right way.” 

Our pastor, Rev. Mostly Wright, changed to using the intinction method of serving Holy Communion. It 

took Holly ages to agree to the idea. She still occasionally mutters, “This is not the right way.” But, 

being a faithful Methodist, she complies, and soldiers on. 

The most recent dust up is over the communion bread. Holly insists on using pita bread. “It’s the nearest 

to unleavened bread,” she said. Honey Baker, one of our new – and very active – members, baked a 

bread recipe from The Monastery of The Holy Spirit for Christmas Eve. It received rave reviews. Holly 

was away at the time.  



 
 

The Worship Committee suggested that Holly ask Honey to bake the communion bread for the 

upcoming Maundy Thursday service. “But we use pita bread,” she said. “It’s just not right to use 

anything else.” Rev. Wright is talking with Holly to “ease her conscience.” 

Until next time… 

Homer Heardmore 

Rhodes Crossing, Ga. 


