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The Well shares food, hope, love with Macon homeless 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Leftovers. The forgotten stepchild of the food world, they’re usually banished to the back of the 

refrigerator and left to sit and spoil unless grudgingly eaten for lunch. 

But leftovers have become a big deal for one Macon small group, so much so that its members 

purposefully overcook so that enough extra food is on hand after each month’s “Family Feast” potluck 

meal that they can go out into the community and serve those who are less fortunate. 

The Well’s Footprints small group has met for nearly two years, and a few months ago its members 

decided that they wanted to add a service component to their gatherings. They eat together on the second 

Sunday of each month, and during a conversation about what they could do to serve their community 

someone suggested they pack their excess food onto to-go plates and in plastic containers and serve it to 

people in need. 

Now the group prepares extra meat, vegetables, dessert, and bread each month to serve dozens of men 

and women who are homeless. After they eat, they gather, pray, and head into downtown Macon to 

share their food and the love of Christ. 

“We’re a church that believes in the Great Commission and the Great Commandment, and God calls us 

to love Him with all our heart, all our soul, and all our mind, and to love each other, and He told us to go 

out into the world and share the good news,” said Rev. Sue Jackson, pastor of The Well, a United 

Methodist congregation in Macon. “The food is simply an avenue; we end up talking with people and 

praying with them and engaging with them. We’re teaching each other as we do God’s work, and it’s 

great to see His work come alive.” 

Mike Barron, who helps lead the Footprints group, had one man in particular in mind as the group went 

out one recent Sunday. Barron didn’t know his name, but he knew that he lived under one of the 

Interstate-16 overpass bridges, and Barron wanted to take him a plate of food. 



 
 

“I made sure that we went there with a plate of food but he wasn’t there,” Barron said. “I walked up to 

his place up there under the road and left the plate and a bottle of water next to his bag of belongings.” 

The Footprints group is comprised of mostly 60-something-aged adults, but a handful of college 

students and youth have accompanied them as they served the homeless. On Sunday, April 10, one 

young man even gave a homeless man the shoes off his own feet after seeing that the man’s shoes were 

riddled with holes. 

“(It was) the most joyful and humbling event,” Barron said. “Immediately Matthew 25:36 came to 

mind.” 

That day the group had 20 plates of food and could have used and served 20 more, Barron said, but the 

food is simply one aspect of the ministry. 

“Some were really hungry, but others weren’t as hungry for food as they were for love and attention,” 

said Bonnie Barron, Mike’s wife and another member of the Footprints small group. “God says we need 

to take care of one another, and we just feel that this is one way we can do that.” 

A young, small, revitalized congregation born out of Doles United Methodist Church in June 2013, The 

Well is a church where outreach ministry and serving others has become ingrained in its culture. 

In addition to the monthly feeding ministry, the church participates in Operation Christmas Child, 

provides grits to the soup kitchen each month, hosts a ministry with the neighborhood mobile home 

community, and provides “Love Bags” stocked with toiletries and other necessities to those in need. 

“We share God’s love by sharing our resources,” Rev. Jackson said. “We want to continually have a 

focus on outreach and missions.” 

 

Laity encouraged, empowered at Brunswick’s Grace UMC 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

The lay members of Grace United Methodist Church have a renewed passion for service and ministry. 

They’ve been encouraged and empowered to discover their gifts, graces, and talents and use them to the 

glory of God and for the betterment of their community, and, emboldened, they’ve started new 

ministries and helped bring about revitalization to their congregation. 

As a participant in the Strengthening the Black Church for the 21st Century, or SBC21, initiative, Grace 

UMC’s pastor, Rev. Cleo Gilchrist, knows that inspiring and energizing the congregation and raising 

and tapping strong lay leaders are integral parts of renewal and growth.  

Longtime Grace UMC member Aaron Dunham says that Rev. Gilchrist’s energy is infectious and has 

invigorated the congregation. 



 
 

“There’s something about her personality; she has a willingness to get out and serve and work,” he said. 

“She has brought so much energy; it’s hard to describe. It’s been awesome.” 

Dunham, confirmed at Grace UMC as a 13-year-old, has served the Brunswick church in various 

capacities through the years. Whether teaching Sunday school, singing in the choir, working with the 

youth ministry, or serving as the church treasurer, he brings passion, leadership, and hope to his roles. 

He was also one of more than a dozen church members who went through a lay servant training class 

last October. 

He credits Rev. Gilchrist with invigorating the congregation and allowing the laity to pursue their 

passions.  

“So many people who have always been members and come to church and have paid their tithes are now 

participating,” he said. “We have more participation than we’ve ever had. She asks us what we want to 

do and what we want to see done and gives us the charge to go and make it happen. She’s been a huge 

advocate for us.” 

William Lawrence moved to Glynn County from Pennsylvania in 2000 and quickly found a home at 

Grace UMC and became a member. As head of the church’s Pastor-Parish Relations Committee, he is an 

active lay member of the congregation. 

Part of the group that went through lay servant training, Lawrence and several other members have 

taught and preached, and others have become involved in various aspects of the worship service, serving 

as worship leaders and scripture readers. 

Others have formed a youth choir, and special Sundays, like the church anniversary, have been re-

implemented.   

“Rev. Gilcrest really has placed emphasis on lay leadership and has encouraged and empowered us to be 

leaders,” he said. “She started getting members of the church involved and it has proven to be 

successful. Not only has the membership begun to increase, attendance has increased as well.” 

 

Chaplain dedicated to serving, tending to needs of public safety departments 

By Brittany Tate, The Brunswick News* 

Applying God’s words to everyday life has always been a mission of the Rev. Charles Houston, even if 

that meant delivering the word of God within the confines of the state’s police departments. 

With nothing more than a welcoming smile — one hand extended for shaking and the other firmly 

clasped around author Charles Ferrara’s book, “Beyond the Badge: A Spiritual Survival Guide for Cops 

and Their Families” — the retired minister has traded in his vestment for a white collared button-down 



 
 

displaying an insignia that reads “State of Georgia Department of Public Safety” and a gold shield 

emblem pocket badge that is venerated by his title — chaplain. 

“I’ve been a chaplain since the early ‘80s and have been ministered to officers at the Georgia State 

Patrol, GBI (or Georgia Bureau of Investigation), DNR (or Department of Natural Resources) Wildlife 

Resources Division, the Georgia Department of Homeland Security and the Darien Police Department,” 

Houston said, adding that chaplains also minister to any other police officers and departments of public 

who request services. 

Retiring as a 40-year pastor from the South Georgia Conference in 2009 and subsequently forming 

Caring Connection Chaplaincy, Houston said starting the ministerial organization seemed like the 

perfect melding of his decades-long volunteer service to public safety agencies with his desire to bring 

the word of God to the people, particularly the men and women in blue. 

“When they are hired, they are the best of the best. They are less likely to get a divorce, abuse alcohol or 

drugs, or commit suicide. But once they are in (their roles), their stats are the same as those who are 

mentally ill in the general population,” Houston said. 

Caring Connection Chaplaincy is an organization dedicated to serving and tending to the needs of the 

departments of public safety, their families, and the people they encounter and serve in the line of duty. 

“Active or retired, a police officer commits suicide once a day,” Houston said. “Those are the hard 

statistics, so it’s my job to support them, let them know how valued they are and to promote the 

foundation that they stand on.” 

That’s why chaplains, he said, are needed to remind officers and police departments of their worth 

beyond the badge. Unlike a traditional minister, Houston said police chaplains primarily work in secular 

areas — police departments, hospitals, military bases, prisons, etc. 

With such high populations and strenuous physical and mental demands of the job, sometimes “a 

spiritual response is needed to be a presence with law enforcement,” he said. 

That could be just talking about self-care and the officers’ concerns while on the job, going for a ride-

along, sitting with them at meal time or assisting them with road blocks. 

“It’s a way to connect with them when I can. And it’s not just for them, but their families as well. So say 

there is a death in the family or a family member has an illness, I try to be available to them as well,” he 

said, who is also a member of ICPC, or International Conference of Police Chaplains. 

While it may seem as a somewhat in-house pastoral position, Houston is quick to say that being a 

chaplain does not mean he is trying to replace anyone’s pastor. 

“When there’s a situation that we feel they could discuss with their church, we ask, ‘Who can we 

connect you with? Do you have a pastor or church?’ We kind of step into the background and minister 

to them that way and their families, too,” he said. 



 
 

Since he started volunteering in this capacity, Houston said he has passed out more than 300 of Charles 

Ferrara’s book, “Beyond the Badge” at his Caring Connection Chaplaincy classes. He has even started 

passing out Clarke Paris’ book, “Daddy, I Worry About You” to those officers with young children at 

home. 

It is to help “take the Lord where they are, especially when they are faced with difficult circumstances at 

times,” he said. 

But the care and support the police departments receive does not fall short on the chaplains themselves. 

Through ICPC, conferences, training seminars and peer support groups are offered to chaplains to 

ensure that they are mentally and spiritually in tune to help others. 

“During the (recent) Region 8 training seminar for ICPC, chaplains from around the southeast came to 

train for a week. One of the chaplains attended 12 funerals of the Sandy Hook shooting, and another 

attended funerals from the Murrah Building bombing in Oklahoma City. We may have to (deal with 

hard circumstances) for a day, but (the officers) live with this day after day,” he said. 

“We’ve learned to peer support so if we know one of ours has handled something difficult, we will 

check on each other to make sure we’re okay, so that we can be the spiritual presence among the pain 

and hurt (for the officers), especially when a family is coming to terms with what’s happened to a loved 

one.” 

While he admits that some days can be challenging, Houston said his spiritual journey from the pulpit to 

the many police departments he has ministered has been an affirming pledge to God’s love and 

understanding. 

“To me, I’m carrying God out into the streets beyond the four walls of the church, where ecclesiastical 

ministry connects you with people who may not otherwise associate with the church,” Houston said. 

*Reprinted with permission 

 

Eagles gather, learn about General Conference issues 

Written by Rev. Dave Hanson 

The South Georgia Eagles, a group of retired ministers and spouses, gathered for their annual spring 

picnic in McRae, Ga. on Thursday, March 31, 2016. A fish fry was offered by the United Methodist 

Men of McRae First United Methodist Church. 

After the sumptuous meal, Rev. Jay Hanson led the group in a discussion of anticipated issues before the 

2016 session of the General Conference of The United Methodist Church, to be held in Portland, Ore. 

this May. 



 
 

The normal procedure is to send all petitions to one of the standing committees of the Conference which 

evaluates them and makes recommendations to the entire Conference. Rev. Hanson said a new plan 

called “Rule 44” would involve the conference delegates in small group discussion of specific issues 

such as human sexuality. Each small group would then send delegates to report to another group. 

Finally, a group of about six members, selected by the Council of Bishops, will gather the various 

reports and write a resolution to be voted on by the entire Conference. Rev. Hanson says the new 

method would enable broader discussion of the issue, but calls for trust in the process and especially in 

the selection of the six members who write the final resolutions. 

Rev. Hanson also discussed several petitions dealing with protests and disruptions which have plagued 

precious conferences. He said such protests cost the church thousands of dollars in wasted time and 

should be met with kindness but also with firmness. Rev. Hanson indicated that potential protesters 

should be given a hearing through the normal channels of the Conference, not through disruptive 

demonstrations. 

More discussion at the picnic dealt with the Conference’s struggle to deal with churches who wish to 

withdraw from the connection. Healthy discussion was sparked over petitions outlining ways such 

churches be given the right to keep property. Strong objection was expressed by several Eagles that the 

“Trust Clause” not be removed from church deeds. Additional discussion centered on the process of 

nominating, electing, and assigning bishops. 

The Eagles always enjoy warm fellowship when they gather. The next gathering will be at their 

luncheon during Annual Conference in Tifton on June 9.   

 

Discipleship and The Book of Discipline  

FOCUS ON THE VISION 

DENISE WALTON 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By 

this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:34-35 

The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church provides both law and doctrine. This week the 

relational passage of scripture in John 13:34-35 speaks to discipleship and the new commandment given 

to love others as Christ loves.  

As we grow in our discipleship another term to use is sanctification and perfection. The discipline 

explains the United Methodist doctrinal belief: 

Sanctification and Perfection 



 
 

We hold that the wonder of God's acceptance and pardon does not end God’s saving work, which 

continues to nurture our growth in grace. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we are enabled to 

increase in the knowledge and love of God and in love for our neighbor. 

New birth is the first step in this process of sanctification. Sanctifying grace draws us toward the gift of 

Christian perfection, which Wesley described as a heart “habitually filled with the love of God and 

neighbor” and as “having the mind of Christ and walking as he walked.” 

This gracious gift of God’s power and love, the hope and expectation of the faithful, is neither 

warranted by our efforts nor limited by our frailties. (Sanctification and Perfection taken from The 

United Methodist Book of Worship, 2012.) 

How can you help members of your congregation(s) to view sanctification and perfection as a process of 

discipleship expressed in the John 13:34-35 commandment? 

As you continue to explore the relational aspects of love, discipleship, and sanctification, the United 

Methodist Book of Discipline may prove to be a useful resource. 

Shalom, 

Denise Walton 

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 

denise@sgaumc.org. 

 

How is the Christian life like a lemon meringue pie?    

PATHWAY TO HIS PRESENCE 

B.J. FUNK 

To me, the best part of making a lemon pie is the meringue. After whipping the egg whites with a mixer, 

adding vanilla and cream of tartar, I watch for small peaks to form. Then, I dip a generous portion into 

the pie and spread that. More and more of the glossy whipped froth goes on top of that until the whole 

pie is covered with the soft, cloud-like white substance. 

But, now we come to my favorite part, that of playing gently in the meringue with a stainless knife as I 

swirl the soft whipped substance into a smooth texture over the pie. Then I use the knife to form a peak, 

then another peak, until the pie is covered with peaks and valleys. Cooking it in a hot oven allows the 

valleys to turn light brown and the peaks to turn an even darker brown. After the pie cools, I place it in 

the refrigerator so it can live up to its name: ice-box lemon meringue pie. 

The Christian life reminds me of the meringue on a lemon pie. At first, I thought my Christian walk 

would be like playing in meringue; fun, adventurous, and exciting, like swirling around in beautiful 

mailto:denise@sgaumc.org


 
 

white snow without any fears. After all, God had saved me and life would be good from then on. Right? 

Well, not exactly. My new life with God appeared to mimic the white, smooth, no-worries cream of that 

first coat of meringue. Eventually, however, the glossy whipped froth of my Christian life began to form 

peaks and valleys, until it became clear that this was the picture God had in mind all along; peaks 

followed by valleys. The whole picture of the finished meringue gave an accurate picture of the 

Christian life.  

In actuality, God loved me too much to leave me as smooth, flat meringue. I could never grow in Him 

that way. I would remain unchallenged, unchanging and static in my Christian growth unless the peaks 

and valleys came along. It is in the valleys that I learn how much I need the Lord; it is on the peaks that I 

look back down at where I came from, and am grateful. I love the peaks. But I must have the valleys. 

God is the only One who knows what I need, so I thank Him for the peaks and I praise Him in my 

valleys. Thanks be to God. 

The Rev. B.J. Funk, associate pastor of Central UMC in Fitzgerald, has written a book with 50 

devotionals on grief based on her personal experience. “Grief is not a Permanent Condition: 50 

Devotionals to Help You Through the Grieving Process” points the reader to Jesus and the hope found 

in Him. Visit www.bjfunkgrief.com for more information and to order. Email Rev. Funk at 

bjfunk@bellsouth.net. 

 

A Family Reunion 

Spring Quarter: The Gift of Faith 

Unit 2: The Gift of Faith 

Sunday school lesson for the week of April 24, 2016 

By Dr. Hal Brady 

Lesson Scripture: Luke 15: 11-32 

The parable before us today is perhaps the most loved story in all the Bible. Labelled, “The parable of the 

prodigal son,” it is really about the benevolence of a loving and forgiving Father.  

At any rate, this parable is the third in a row concerning lost things. Jesus told this parable as a response to 

the grumbling of some who observed that he associated with “sinners” (Luke 15: 1, 2). And we note that 

each of these parables about lost things ends with rejoicing over the lost being found. The first is about a 

lost sheep, the second is about a lost coin, and our scripture lesson is about a lost son. 

As scholars remind us, these parables relate something important about God’s love and the mission of 

Jesus. They show us that God’s love seeks those who have turned away. Indeed, the mission of Jesus is to 

bring those people into relationship with God. 

http://www.bjfunkgrief.com/
mailto:bjfunk@bellsouth.net


 
 

It is important to note here that when the valued item is found in each parable, there always follows a 

celebration. But the ending of this parable before us today is different and more complicated than the other 

two parables. 

As you know, this story has three actors. First, there is the son who ran away. The story actually begins 

when this younger son asks for his portion of his father’s estate.  It was unusual and probably shameful to 

have a son ask for his inheritance before the father died. Doing so has the same meaning as if to say, “I 

wish you were dead.” 

But the father is willing to shoulder the disgrace. Actually, the father is pictured here as One who is letting 

a sinner go his way. 

What was feared, however, happens! The son squanders his fortune in a distant land. He lives and plays 

hard and soon finds himself out of money with no safety net. 

And to make matters worse, there is a famine. And he needs to eat. So he ends up taking a shameful job. 

Scholars tell us that we should assume that this character is Jewish because everyone in Jesus’ audience is. 

So, feeding the pigs is dishonorable work because he is taking care of unclean animals. He has sunk even 

lower; he thinks about eating the pig’s food. With no one to help him, this younger son is living a tragedy. 

However, the story takes a dramatic turn in verse 17. Verse 17 reads, “But when he came to himself….” 

Hello! This younger son recognizes that things have to change. He realizes how far he has fallen so he 

decides that he will be better off as a slave of his father than laboring on the edge of the earth alone.  

Again, he comes “to his senses.” How foolish to starve when his father’s slaves live better than he does. So 

he resolves to confess to his father and ask for the status as a slave. He is aware that he has sinned against 

heaven and his father, and he knows he should admit it. Realizing he is no longer worthy to hold the status 

of a son, this younger prodigal heads home to admit the wrong and the harm he has done. 

We need to keep in mind that this “repentance” is a significant element in the story. 

The second actor in the story is by far the most important. Normally, I would save this actor till last, but 

that would interrupt the flow of the story. The second actor is the father and, in reality, he is the main actor. 

Consequently we should never take our eyes off him. Ultimately, the question is not whether we are like 

the younger or older son but are we like the father. The spotlight is never really off the father. Someone 

paid the father in this parable a compliment when he said, “He acts like a mother.” 

In the story, the father sees his son while he is a great distance away and rushes to greet him in the most 

loving of ways. He is full of joy and welcomes him home with hugs and kisses.  

Normally, a father wants to be addressed by the son and to receive some indication of respect before 

responding. But God’s compassion is exceptional. He is simply overjoyed to have his son home.  

The son begins his prepared speech of repentance but does not even get through his confession before the 

father makes it clear that restoration awaits him. Immediately, he is given a robe and sandals appropriate 



 
 

for the celebration. He is also given a ring, and we are told that this ring may well represent the authority of 

the father; it is certainly a sign that he is a member of the family who owns the business.  

The celebration that follows is extravagant. There’s music and dancing and sumptuous foods. The father 

invites the entire community to rejoice with him on the recovery of his son. He then describes his son’s 

recovery in the most unforgettable terms, “For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and 

is found.” “And they celebrated.” (v. 24)  

The meaning here is that this younger son had been lost to the family but now he is rejoined to their life. 

The third actor in the story is the elder brother. In Luke chapter 15, there are four lost items – a sheep, a 

coin, a prodigal son, and his elder brother. The first three are obviously lost. However, the fourth is lost but 

doesn’t know it. In reality, he’s the tragic figure. This elder brother is not even aware of his lost-ness. He 

never strayed or broke the rules yet he missed out on the gift of his father’s extravagant love.  

Hear me now! This elder brother had grown up under his father’s kindness and love, yet somehow he never 

seemed to understand his father. We see this tragedy in their conversation about the younger son. This 

older brother simply cannot understand how his father could still love the boy, much less welcome him 

home with a party. Notice the elder brother doesn’t call this younger boy “my brother” but “this son of 

yours.” Simply stated, this elder brother cannot acknowledge that he has a brother because he doesn’t 

understand his father’s heart. 

Now, what this older son wants is justice. He wants to be treated fairly. If his brother gets a party, he 

deserves more. And the older brother is right, what is happening is not fair. As scholars remind us, it is, 

rather, an expression of the abundant love of the father. What the older brother fails to realize is that the 

love the father has for the younger son does not diminish the love he has for the older one. 

In passing, note that the father’s love does not excuse the younger son, but it does welcome his return.  The 

father’s love also comes to expression in what he gives the older son. All the father’s property is the older 

son’s possession (v. 31). Therefore, the return of the lost son does not diminish the gifts of the father for 

the older son who had remained faithful.  

According to scholars, very importantly, this parable has an open-ended conclusion. We do not know what 

the older brother does. We note the father’s repeated reason for joy (the return of the lost son). Then the 

story ends. In the context of Luke’s narrative, those who criticized Jesus for eating with sinners are here 

offered the chance to rejoice as those who were lost are recovered. 

Love in the family 

As you know, this lesson is entitled “A Family Reunion.” Though we don’t know all the details about the 

previous relationships of the father and his sons or the brothers with each other, we do know that it takes courage 

to admit wrong and ask forgiveness within the family. We may know how the elder brother felt when the 

younger son who had caused all the turmoil, has love lavished on him when he decides to return. As parents, we 



 
 

may know the devastation of seeing our children make decisions that hurt themselves and all the other members 

of the family. Or we may understand the need to get away or the regret of hurting others in the family.  

Regardless of which character we may identify with or which tensions we have experienced in the family, we are 

aware of the pain involved for all. 

But, as scholars attest, whatever our experience in our families, this parable reminds us of the desire we all have 

for loving families; for places where we are loved and forgiven. Without doubt, our yearning is for safe places to 

be loved and to love others. 

Being reminded here of the hurt estrangement causes in families, the love demonstrated by the father in this 

parable directs us to the path of healing for our families. Remember, our eyes should never be off the father. 

In the larger perspective, this path is about love for people who repent. And it is also about how people who have 

been faithful should respond when God’s love celebrates the return of one who has rejected God and God’s 

purpose for life. 

The Church as the family of God 

In the New Testament, the most common way that believers address one another is “brother” or “sister.” Using 

these designations assumes that believers are taken into a new family, the family of God. Here, God is seen as 

the loving parent who has prepared a place for his children to live and love. 

No matter how often we have failed, and all of us have failed frequently, we can be assured that God continually 

reaches out to us in love and restores us to our proper place in His family. Our parable asserts powerfully that 

there is nothing we could do to keep God from loving us. The prodigal son squandered all the family gifts, led a 

disreputable life and returns with nothing. Yet, the father receives him and us with a party, a celebration. 

As Max Lucado describes it, “Jesus is happiest when the lost are found. For him, no moment compares to the 

moment of salvation. Let one child become part of God’s family or restored to God’s family and all heaven 

rejoices.” 

Who deserves a celebration? 

Scholars remind us that this parable intends us to think about how we receive those who have been offensive – 

offensive to us, our churches, or God’s purposes in the world. At this point, the elder brother is the faithful 

person in the pew. He is the one who closely monitors the person whose reputation is less than desirable as he 

comes into the church. How will this person’s arrival effect the overall welfare of the church? 

Those who questioned Jesus’ choice of dinner companions didn’t want others to think that the behavior of those 

people was acceptable to God. And they were right in wanting to protect the community against lowering their 

moral standards. But listen carefully! They were dead wrong to think that this meant excluding those who had 

done wrong. 



 
 

Luke constructs this parable so that the prodigal son repents. He “comes to his senses” about his foolish living 

and determines to return to the family. The elder son is now expected to receive him back as a genuine brother 

and even throw him a party in celebration. 

In much the same way, faithful church members are expected to welcome new or returning brothers or sisters 

who have departed from God’s way, damaged the church’s image and expressed remorse. There, some church 

members are even expected to love these offenders and celebrate their return. 

So how can the church members do that? They can share their love of God because they have been the recipients 

of this same love. It is the love of God that brings us into God’s community and makes us all brothers and 

sisters. We must never take our eyes off the Father. 

Action Plan: 

1. What can help to keep families together? 

2. Discuss what points Jesus is trying to make by telling this parable before us today. 

 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

Increased Faith 

Spring Quarter: The Gift of Faith 

Unit 3: The Fullness of Faith 

Sunday school lesson for the week of May 1, 2016 

By Dr. Hal Brady 

Lesson Scripture: Luke 17: 1-10 

Our lesson scripture today, Luke 17:1-10, contains four parts, and each part concerns some aspect of 

discipleship. As you know, discipleship is a topic Jesus highlights as he draws closer to Jerusalem.  

The four parts of the passage can be listed as follows: 

  Verses 1-3a concern a warning about causing others to sin, 

  Verses 3b-4 speaks of the necessity of correction and forgiveness in Christian life, 

  Verses 5-6 remind us that faith is the greatest force in the world, 

  Verses 7-10 relate to the issue of service and the impossibility of putting God in our debt. 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/


 
 

Scholars inform us that each of the four major parts in this text check with fundamental relational aspects 

of our walk with God and each other. The passage calls Jesus’ followers to refrain from causing others to 

stumble, to rebuke, to forgive, to strengthen the faith of others, and to be respectful of the needs of others. 

And these instructions come with a stern warning. It would be better to be killed than to violate them. 

Whoever thinks the Christian life is a cake walk has not read this difficult passage. 

While leaders reason to be the focus of verses 5-10, they are not the subject of verses 1-4. These 

instructions are for all believers, all disciples. Hear me now! All disciples of Christ are to care for fellow 

disciples in these difficult ways. 

Difficult tasks 

Jesus warns his disciples not to cause others to stumble, that is, to lose their faith or to turn away from 

developing faith. This demand that we are not to cause others to stumble means that we are not to say or do 

things that cause others to lose interest in or violate their faith. Further, it means that the good of the other 

person’s faith is more important than our “right” to do what we want. There, this saying of Jesus makes us 

responsible for one another. We must not cause people to be unfaithful to what they believe to be right. 

As scholars make clear, this warning about being the cause of sin in the body is a serious remark about the 

responsibility church members share. Jesus knows that sin will come, however, we should not be the cause 

of anyone stumbling in the body. Why? Because God takes the source of sin in the body seriously. The 

remark here is like the warning in 1 Corinthians 3:17: “if anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy 

that person. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple.”  

This statement of Jesus also directs our attention to the weak and the outcast. In Luke, the “little ones” are 

those who are disadvantaged physically, economically, and/or socially. We are told that after the parable in 

chapter 16 about the danger of wealth, this statement also includes a call to use our financial resources 

wisely – to use them in ways that bring people to faith rather than in ways that hinder the development of 

faith. And here we are specifically talking about faith development among the disadvantaged. Stating it 

differently, we are to conduct our lives so that we are examples to everyone of how to be faithful. 

If anyone sins 

Verse 3 begins with an exhortation to “Be on your Guard!” Scholars inform us that it’s difficult to tell 

whether this warning goes with the preceding instructions about not causing the “little ones” to stumble or 

with the following instructions about rebuking and forgiving. The way out is to see it applying to both. 

After pointing out that stumbling in faith is inevitable (17:1) and warning against being the cause of it, 

Jesus gives instructions about what to do when it happens.  

Thus, this second topic also deals with corporate relationships. It concerns mutual accountability in the 

body. Sin has to be rebuked and forgiven and both parts of the equation are crucial. The rebuking of sin 

shows how seriously the community takes the pursuit of righteousness, while forgiveness points to how 

genuinely the community honors the avenue of restored relationships. The goal of these twin 



 
 

responsibilities is to produce a community where the destructive effects of sin are not allowed to eat at the 

body.  

So Jesus calls his disciples to be willing to call one another to account. Wait a minute! These are difficult 

instructions for us. As scholars remind us, we do not like to have others notice our sins, and we do not like 

to confront others about theirs. We would prefer a relationship with God that involves just God and me. 

But, as far as Jesus is concerned, that is not the way of discipleship. The Christian life is always a 

community matter. It is always about how we live in relationship with one another. 

Now, according to Jesus, the meat of this relationship with others demands that a part of it must include 

loving others enough to let them know that their behavior is not pleasing to God and harmful to us and 

those around us. 

“Rebuke” (verse 3) is not a favorite word and seems harsh. There is something about it that sounds 

judgmental and arrogant and turns us off. However, Jesus does not call us to be abusive to those in whom 

we find fault. Any rebuking must be done in a way that inspires people toward faithfulness and not away 

from it.  

Consequently, this means that any rebuking must be done in love and kindness and gentleness. The 

rebuked person must be able to understand that we have only the good of the person and the church in 

view. 

It is difficult for us to see how rebuking someone can be done in this way. For sure, this kind of interaction 

requires that we have relationships within the church that are built on love, trust and mutual commitments. 

We are not talking here about correcting strangers but brothers and sisters in our church family. Of course, 

as we know, this task requires humility and love. And the model for this is the ministry and death of Jesus. 

He always put the good of others above his own. And that will also have to be our pattern and way of life. 

Sins against you 

While verse 3 mentions sin generally, the focus is soon very personal. The person here is not just sinning in 

general but “sinning against you.” The person does you wrong. 

At this point, Jesus does not want you to correct; he wants you to forgive. Somehow, this person harms 

you, and you are called to the responsibility of making things right. This is not a situation where both 

parties are mutually at fault. Therefore, you, as a disciple, rebuke the one who has done the wrong to you.  

But when the offender acknowledges the wrong and promises to change, the ball is back in your court. 

You, as the aggrieved one, must forgive.  

Jesus demands that people forgive those who sin against them an extraordinary number of times. Scholars 

point out that in the parallel in Matthew, the number is “seventy times seven” (Matthew 18:21-22); here in 

Luke it is “seven times a day.” Both texts imply that we are to forgive more than is reasonable. The call is 

for the disciple to forgive constantly.  



 
 

Now, if forgiveness is not offered there is no way to restoration after someone turns from sin. And the 

absence of restoration can be as deadly to the life of the community as sin itself. The reason is that it is 

only through restoration that we can grow beyond our past failures.  

Faith as a mustard seed 

Jesus’ call to correct and forgive is a heavy matter. When the apostles hear this instruction, they ask Jesus 

to give them the faith it takes to do it. Jesus responds with an exaggeration that stresses the power of just a 

little faith. If they have just the smallest bit of faith, they can do extraordinary things. 

This is a most comforting passage. How many of us have felt the necessity of more and more faith? I know 

I have, and it is probably true of many of you. While we will continue working, praying and hoping for an 

increase of faith, this passage emphasizes that only a little faith is necessary to do extraordinary things. In 

this passage, Jesus is primarily concerned that faith is present; he is not concerned about its size. 

At any rate, the mustard seed is proverbially small and the mulberry tree is known as deeply-rooted. 

Therefore, the smallest bit of faith can move the most deeply-rooted thing. In the same way, their faith can 

empower them to rebuke and forgive. 

Serving God 

The remaining verses 7-10 use imagery that causes us concern. They speak of how people treat slaves. 

Scholars remind us that while slavery was not raced-based in the ancient world, slaves were still considered 

property. Slaves were found everywhere across the ancient world as they were considered essential to its 

economy. Actually, in some cities there were more slaves than free people. So, this is imagery that all 

ancients would clearly understand, whether they owned slaves or not.  

Scholars continue pointing out that Jesus’ instructions here neither accept nor reject the institution of 

slavery. He simply uses an illustration that everyone understands. 

We are all aware that slaves must wait on their masters and postpone meeting their own needs until they 

have done what the master wants. And when they do this, they are not doing anything extraordinary but 

just their job. 

Jesus seems to be making the same point about forgiving your fellow Christian offender “seven times a 

day.” Forgiveness is not exceptional; it is just your job. 

Note here that in verse 5 the audience changes to the “apostles,” not the disciples.” This suggest that Jesus’ 

conversation shifts to those who will be the leaders in the church. Specifically, leaders are to behave as 

slaves among their fellow church members. Leaders are to put the needs and good of the others in the 

church ahead of their own good. Thus, giving priority to the good of others is not exceptional behavior for 

Christian leaders. They are to see it as their duty. 

As always, Jesus is the model in that he put the good of others above his own good. 



 
 

Action Plan: 

1. Discuss the tasks to which Jesus calls all believers. 

2. Name things that believers do that might cause others to stumble. 

3. What are Jesus’ expectations when one believer sins against another believer and how is that possible? 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 4/18/2016 edition 

United Methodist Men's Spring Golf Tournament – April 22 

The UMM annual spring golf tournament will be held Friday, April 22. The registration form and rules 

can be found online at www.sgaumc.org/umm. The UMM are currently looking for hole sponsors and 

players for this event to help fund missions projects for the UMM of South Georgia. 

United Methodist Men’s Annual Retreat – April 22-23 

The South Georgia United Methodist Men will gather for their annual Spring Retreat Friday, April 22, 

2016, through Saturday, April 23, 2016, at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/umm for more information and to download a brochure. 

Wynnton UMC’s 10th Annual Midtown Classic 5K Run and One Mile Fun Run – April 23 

On Saturday, April 23, Wynnton United Methodist Church in Columbus will sponsor and host the 10th 

Annual Midtown Classic 5K Run and One Mile Fun Run. The One Mile Fun Run begins at 8 a.m. and 

participants may walk or run. The 5K race begins at 9 a.m. Call the church at 706-324-2424 or visit 

www.wynntonumc.org for more information. 

Sexual Ethics Workshop – April 26 

A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. on Tuesday, April 26 at Vineville 

United Methodist in Macon. Email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com with questions. 

 

Wesley Glen Ministries Annual Fish Fry – April 30 

Join Wesley Glen Ministries for their annual Fish Fry! Learn more at www.wesleyglenministries.com.   

Magnolia Manor Sunday – May 8 

Magnolia Manor is a ministry of The United Methodist Church and serves older adults of all faiths 

throughout South Georgia. On this Special Sunday, South Georgia United Methodists are asked to take 

up a special offering to support this vital ministry.  To learn more about Magnolia Manor visit 

www.magnoliamanor.com.  

http://www.halbradyministries.com/
http://www.sgaumc.org/umm
http://www.sgaumc.org/umm
http://www.wynntonumc.org/
mailto:cpcassistant@sgaumc.com
http://www.wesleyglenministries.com/
http://www.magnoliamanor.com/


 
 

General Conference – May 10-20 

The 2016 General Conference will be held May 10-20, 2016, in Portland, Oregon. For more 

information, visit www.umc.org/gc2016.  

Local Pastors’ Licensing School – May 20-29 

The 2016 session of the Local Pastors’ Licensing School will be held May 20-29 on the Campus of 

Emory University. Local Pastors’ Licensing School is a “crash course” in being a pastor for those who 

want to be available for appointment to a church or charge as a licensed local pastor. Those who are 

licensed for pastoral ministry make a commitment to continue their education beyond Licensing School 

either through the 20 classes of the Basic Course of Study or through a Masters of Divinity degree from 

a United Methodist approved seminary. For more information, visit 

www.sgaumc.org/localpastorslicensingschool.  

Peace with Justice Sunday – May 22 

Peace with Justice Sunday enables The United Methodist Church to have a voice in advocating for peace 

and justice through a broad spectrum of global programs. Click here for resources to help promote this 

special Sunday. 

Albany First UMC Celebrates 175 Years: "Celebrate" Service wih Rev. Mike McAfee - May 22  

This year marks the 175th year of Albany First United Methodist Church in downtown Albany. To 

commemorate the anniversary, the church has planned four Unified Services, featuring guest speakers 

and followed by a covered dish meal. The first service on March 6 focused on “Remembering” the 

history of the church with Dr. Don Kea. Each of the remaining three Unified Services has a unique 

theme. The services start at 10:30 a.m. in the church's sanctuary. May 22: “Celebrate” with Rev. Mike 

McAfee (including a Hosanna Choir reunion for former members with Danny Key), Aug. 14: “Engage” 

with Rev. Cindy Autry, and Dec. 4: “Anticipate” with Dr. John Horton. Contact Beth O'Brien for more 

information at bethrobrien@gmail.com. 307 Flint Ave., Albany, Ga. 

2016 Annual Conference Session – June 8-11 

The 2016 Annual Conference Session is set for June 8-11 in Tifton, Ga. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/annualconference for details. 

Join in the WONDER this summer at the 2016 Camp Connect Summer Camps! Camp Connect 

Summer Camps run weekly June 13 through July 22 for middle school and elementary school students. 

Elementary Camps are intended for rising fourth through sixth graders while Mid High Camps are 

intended for rising sixth- through ninth-grade students. All camps are filled with a week’s worth of fun 

activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and fellowship. 

Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, art, games, boat rides, marsh hikes, hilarious morning shows and 

evenings of worship. All camps are held at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/campconnect for camp dates, registration, and more information. 

 

http://www.umc.org/gc2016
http://www.sgaumc.org/localpastorslicensingschool
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/peace-with-justice-sunday
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/peace-with-justice-sunday
mailto:bethrobrien@gmail.com
http://www.sgaumc.org/annualconference
http://www.sgaumc.org/campconnect


 
 

OBITUARIES 

Rev. Edwin Bryan O’Neil 

Rev. Edwin Bryan O’Neil, 84, of Quitman, passed away on April 10, 2016, at Rush Hospital.  

Rev. O’Neil was a 1950 graduate of Pachuta High School. He was a graduate of Chandler Theological 

Seminary at Emory University. He was a veteran of the U.S. Army where he served with Honor in the 

Korean Conflict. He entered into The United Methodist Church ministry in 1961. 

Rev. O’Neil is survived by his wife of 60 years, Janelle Ann O’Neil; sons, Bryan (Barbara) O’Neil and 

Eric (Sandra) O’Neil; grandchildren, Brenden O’Neil & fiancée, Desiree Skinner, Katie O’Neil-Crane 

and husband, Kevin, Audrey O’Neil, Hannah O’Neil, Zachary O’Neil, Claire O’Neil, and Sean O’Neil; 

great-grandchild, Kadin Crane; cousin, Robin Cambell; brother-in-law, Glenn Ryder; and sister-in-law, 

Sis Ryder.  

Visitation was held Tuesday, April 12, 2016, at Wright's Funeral Home in Quitman, Miss. 

Funeral services were held on Wednesday, April 13, 2016, at the First United Methodist Church with 

Rev. Hiram Coker and Rev. Mike Hollingsworth officiating. Burial took place in the Odd Fellows 

Cemetery. 

Pallbearers were Brenden O’Neil, Eric O’Neil, Bryan O’Neil, Kevin Crane, Zachery O’Neil, and Moses 

Evans. Honorary Pallbearers were William Read, Tom Impello, and Sam Davis. 

In lieu of flowers memorials are suggested to the First United Methodist Church or your favorite charity. 

Online condolences can be given at www.wrightsfuneral.com.  

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – May 2016 
 
5/01 – Jacque Asbel: 4116 Amberley Trail; Valdosta, GA 31602 

5/01 – John Beck: 1210 Tribble Rd.; Ft. Valley, GA 31030 

5/02 – Henry Erwin: 530 Liberty St.; Waynesboro, GA 30830 

5/03 – Rick Turner: 11 Niblick Court; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 

5/08 – Thomas Teate: PO Box 328; Unadilla, GA 31091 

5/12 – William Willis, Jr.: 2021 Bernhurst Dr.; Knoxville, TN 37918 

5/12 – Ron Womack: 4444 Ga. Highway 15, S.; Vidalia, GA 30474  

5/13 – Mabel Waye: 1838 Kinlaw Rd.; Woodbine, GA 31569 

5/14 – Donald Clark: 197 Cubbedge Dr.; Rincon, GA 31326 

5/14 – Marshall Howell: 212 Wildwood Dr.; Statesboro, GA 30458 

5/14 – Kenneth Watkins: 170 Sanford St.; Wadley, GA 30477 

5/15 – Jack McCollough, Jr.: PO Box 457; Woodbine, GA 31569 

5/15 – Dan Smith: 7176 Standing Boy Rd.; Columbus, GA 31904 

http://www.wrightsfuneral.com/


 
 

5/19 – Ronnie Howell: 32 Vanceville Co. Line Rd.; Tifton, GA 31794 

5/20 – Franklin Pierce: 602 Ft. King George Dr.; Darien, GA 31305 

5/21 – Beau Taylor: 109 Lady Huntington Dr.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 

5/22 – Jimmy Gilbert: 464 Penia Rd. N; Cordele, GA 31015 

5/22 – Joe Reynolds, Sr.: 510 E. Oakridge Dr.; Albany, GA 31705 

5/23 – Jeri Pruette: 2188 Peacock Rd.; Quitman, GA 31643 

5/28 – Richard Newton: 1823 Kaufman Circle; The Villages, FL 32159 

5/30 – Marvin Goodman: 97 Maple Ridge Dr.; Ray City, GA 31645 

 

 

MAYBE SO … 

Dear Editor, 

The preschool here at Utmost United Methodist Church has a nice sandbox. However, after a few 

months of the children taking sand home – in their socks, shoes, pockets, or cuffs – the sand level 

decreases. With a relatively mild winter, the children spent a lot more time in the sandbox. Hence, more 

sand is needed. 

Fortunately, members of the Boy Scout troop needed credit for service projects, so the Scoutmaster 

readily agreed to take on the refill project. The preschool arranged for a load of sand to be delivered to 

the parking lot and a recent Saturday was set for the project. 

Our pastor, Rev. Mostly Wright, was impressed by the industry of the Boy Scout troop.  

“Those boys showed up with wheelbarrows, shovels, yard rakes, and buckets. They also had coolers 

with bottles of cold water to keep them hydrated,” he said. “In about two hours, the sand pile had been 

moved inside the fence and leveled within the sand box. They also swept up the residual sand on the 

parking lot and, as the Scouts like to say, ‘Left No Trace.’” 

After the job was done, the Scout leaders had pizzas on hand. It was a remarkable project.   

Until next time…  

Homer Heardmore 

Rhodes Crossing, Ga. 

 

United Methodist Connectional FCU college scholarships available 

Are you or do you know a member age 17-35 who is attending or planning to attend college and attend 

church in in one of the four conferences? If so, please let them know about your Credit Union’s college 



 
 

scholarship program. Four winning applicants, one from each of our four conferences, Florida, North 

Georgia, South Georgia, and Alabama-West Florida, will receive a $1,000 scholarship each. 

Applicants will need to meet the following requirements: 

1. Be a Credit Union Member in Good Standing: 

 Joining requires a $25 initial deposit into a share/savings account, but once you’re a 

member, you can easily open a checking account, get a debit card and enroll in online 

banking so you’ll be all ready with the right financial tool kit. 

 

2. Submit a 500-Word Essay: 

 Write an essay that answers the following questions: 

o Why should United Methodist church members belong to UMC FCU? 

o What does the Credit Union offer them and the Methodist Community? 

 

3. Complete and Submit the Application and Essay no later than April 29, 2016. 

Click here to download the 2016 UMC FCU Scholarship application. 

If you have any questions regarding the scholarship program, contact us at 1-800-282-9368 (Georgia) or 

1-866-687-2136 (Florida). 

*Scholarship applications will be judged by outside, impartial judge(s). No person related to staff or 

volunteers of the UMC FCU will be eligible to receive this scholarship award. Past winners are not 

eligible. 

https://www.unitedmethodistcu.com/forms_app/scholarship-application.pdf

