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GC2016 wrap-up: debate, decisions, deferment  

By Joey Butler, UMNS 

Believe it or not, General Conference 2016 spent more than twice as much time debating a Rule of 

Order than the hot topic of human sexuality. After almost three days of considering an alternative 

method for discussing legislation, The United Methodist Church’s top legislative body referred its most 

difficult subject – sexuality — to a study commission and moved on to other matters. 

A move to adjourn at 6:30 every night meant no late-night sessions and hopefully healthier, less stressed 

attendees. During 10 days in Portland, delegates passed an increased budget, celebrated a number of 

church milestones and voted to create a new version of the hymnal. 

Delegates vote ‘no’ on 44 

The first three days of General Conference offered a live demonstration of just how difficult following 

its rules of order can be as delegates wavered back and forth on using Rule 44, a proposed group-

discernment process to deal with particularly complicated and contentious legislation such as sexuality. 

Ultimately, they voted against it. 

The Commission on General Conference recommended Rule 44 at the request of the 2012 General 

Conference, which sought an alternative process to Robert’s Rules of Order for certain topics. 

Cold shower for sexuality debate 

Late afternoon May 18, delegates voted to accept the recommendation of the Council of Bishops to 

delay a debate on homosexuality at this gathering of the denomination’s top legislative assembly and let 

a proposed commission study church regulations. 

“We accept our role as spiritual leaders to lead The United Methodist Church in a ‘pause for prayer’ — 

to step back from attempts at legislative solutions and to intentionally seek God's will for the future,” 

said Council of Bishops president Bishop Bruce Ough in announcing the recommendation. 

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/gc2016-adopts-most-rules-but-defers-rule-44
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/gc2016-adopts-most-rules-but-defers-rule-44


 
 

The announcement came after news on social media that bishops had been meeting with large-church 

pastors and representatives of special-interest groups to discuss possible resolutions to the debate. 

Delegates on both sides have mixed emotions to the decision to refer. The bishops’ proposal defused 

some of the tension, though advocates for change held a handful of demonstrations that were largely not 

disruptive. 

The bishops suggested they might call a special General Conference in 2018 or 2019 to deal with such 

proposals, Ough said. Questions about that cost caused a blip during the May 19 afternoon plenary 

session. 

However, the denomination’s top finance executive offers assurance that the church can pay for the 

bishops’ plan without altering the 2017-20 general church budget. 

The finance agency estimates a special General Conference session would cost $3.39 million for two 

days and $4.12 million for three days. To offset the cost, Moses Kumar recommends shortening the 

2020 General Conference by the number of days used for any special General Conference session. 

Budget passes with slight increase 

General Conference delegates on May 20 approved a general church budget of $604 million for 2017-

2020, a slight increase over the $603.1 million approved at the 2012 General Conference. It’s also an 

increase over the $599 million budget proposed to the 2016 General Conference delegates, which would 

have been The United Methodist Church’s lowest in 16 years. 

Oppose mascots that demean Native Americans 

Delegates overwhelmingly approved a resolution calling on United Methodist agencies to raise 

awareness about the harm caused by sports teams that use mascots or symbols that disrespect Native 

Americans. The Discipleship Committee amended the petition, deleting language that would have called 

on United Methodist groups not to have meetings in cities that have sports teams with such mascots or 

symbols, which previous church resolutions contained. 

Sand Creek Massacre recalled, lamented 

Concerns about legislation were set aside as delegates focused instead on a historic tragedy with deep 

Methodist involvement. The 1864 Sand Creek Massacre was the subject, and speakers included a 

historian and descendants of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Indian survivors of the attack. 

Mountain Sky Area Bishop Elaine J.W. Stanovsky had joined the descendants in planning the event, the 

latest effort yet by The United Methodist Church to atone for the Sand Creek Massacre. “We’re here to 

listen and to tell the truth,” Stanovsky told delegates. 



 
 

“We now extend our hand in friendship to the Methodist Church,” said William Walks Along, a 

Northern Cheyenne descendent of massacre survivors. “We have developed a measure of trust, respect 

and honor for each other.” 

Judicial Council decisions 

Imposing a mandatory penalty during the “just resolution” process for a clergyperson admitting to 

committing a chargeable offense is unconstitutional, The United Methodist Church’s top court has ruled. 

A just resolution “can be an alternative way of handling chargeable offenses,” but the call “for a specific 

penalty in creating a just resolution is also unconstitutional as it denies the clergyperson the specific 

right to trial and appeal,” the council’s decision stated. 

The United Methodist Judicial Council May 19 ruled a proposed establishment of a United Methodist 

“Standing Committee on Strategy and Growth” funded by $20 million taken from denominational 

coffers was unconstitutional. The court’s decision noted that the amended petition did not include how 

the committee’s membership “is to be determined nor how the $20 million is to be spent,” adding that 

such a committee also “cannot dictate the duties, functions or responsibilities of the general agencies.”  

In a May 9 ruling, the Judicial Council declared that Plan UMC Revised, one of the proposed plans to 

realign the structure of The United Methodist Church, “contains components that fail the test of 

constitutionality and components that are, as stated, entirely constitutional.” Some of the 

constitutionality concerns were over issues of authority. Plan UMC Revised would have given new 

authority and power to the Connectional Table, a church coordinating body; realigned the general 

agencies and eliminated three commissions. Another potential problem was how Plan UMC Revised 

would have assigned “monitoring and reviewing” responsibility to the Connectional Table, since the 

constitution gives “general oversight” to the Council of Bishops. 

Stirring worship 

As the only time the entire global church is together every quadrennium, General Conference always 

features festive and moving worship services. The opening worship service began with a drum welcome 

from indigenous peoples of the Pacific Northwest and a cacophony of “alleluias” in many languages. 

Every worship service featured sermons by United Methodist bishops, and a running theme for the event 

was to stay humble, serve others and be the church that Christ wants us to be. Chicago Area Bishop 

Sally Dyck urged United Methodists to do as Pope Francis said, Go; learn mercy. Sierra Leone Area 

Bishop John K. Yambasu issued a challenge “to dismantle the demons of all sorts of inequalities in our 

world.” Bishop Ivan M. Abrahams, top executive of the World Methodist Council, reminded delegates 

that Methodism was founded on a commitment to those on the margins. “Conference,” he asked, “is this 

still true for us today?” On the last day, Bishop Elaine Stanovsky reminded those attending that “we will 

not leave divided because God is not finished with us yet!” 

Presentations, celebrations 



 
 

General Conference 2016 celebrated a few notable milestones. They included the 60th anniversary of 

the Methodist Church granting full clergy rights to women, the 200th anniversary of Francis Asbury’s 

death, the 250th anniversary of John Street Church in New York City, the 30th anniversary of 

DISCIPLE Bible Study, the upcoming 25th anniversary of Africa University and a whole day dedicated 

to United Methodist Women, which will soon turn 150. 

The May 18 morning session celebrated the Imagine No Malaria initiative launched in 2008. The 12-

minute celebration debuted “Able,” a song commissioned by Imagine No Malaria as a gift to United 

Methodists across the globe. Jeremy Rosado, a Top 12 contestant on “American Idol,” performed the 

song for more than 1,000 people attending the event. 

General Conference turned May 19 to a presentation and video on the Korean War and on efforts, 

including by United Methodists, to bring about peace and reconciliation on the Korean peninsula. 

Bishop Minerva Carcaño, presiding over the afternoon session, highlighted the small wooden Korean 

“peace crosses” that have been part of this General Conference, noting that they were made in the part of 

Korea where Wisconsin Area Bishop Hee-Soo Jung is from. 

United Methodists forged new relationships with the Moravian Church and the Uniting Church in 

Sweden as they marked Ecumenical Day on May 17. The United Methodist Church has approved a “full 

communion” agreement with the northern and southern provinces of the Moravian Church in North 

America that recognizes each other’s ministries and encourages witness and mission work together. 

The 2016 General Conference marks the 40th anniversary of members of the Oklahoma Indian 

Missionary Conference being granted voting rights in the top legislative assembly of The United 

Methodist Church. Although recognized as a conference by the 1972 General Conference, Oklahoma 

Indian Missionary Conference had voice but no vote until the 1976 General Conference, which also met 

in Portland. 

New hymnal project gets green light 

The United Methodist Church is on track to get its first new hymnal since 1989, and this one will be 

Internet-cloud based and print-on-demand — the first high-tech hymnal for a mainline denomination. 

General Conference 2016 approved on a consent calendar May 17 a petition authorizing the creation of a 

15-member Hymnal Revision Committee. 

Central Conference issues 

Africa will get five more United Methodist bishops, but not before 2020. On May 16, delegates 

narrowly defeated an effort to add two bishops immediately, in Nigeria and in Zimbabwe. Instead, they 

favored the recommendation of the Standing Committee on Central Conference Matters to add five 

bishops after General Conference 2020. 

Delegates approved a petition to create new provisional central conferences in Rwanda and Southeast 

Asia/Mongolia. 



 
 

 

During budget deliberations, delegates voted to add $5 million to double to $10 million the 

denomination’s Central Conference Theological Education Fund, which supports United Methodist 

schools, pastors and pastors-in-training in Africa, Asia and Europe. 

For the first time, a member from outside the United States has been elected president of the Judicial 

Council. N. Oswald Tweh Sr., a lay member from Liberia, will lead the denomination’s top court for 

2016-20. 

As Africa University approaches its 25th anniversary, delegates took a few moments May 16 to celebrate 

one of the denomination's high points. “The university matters because a relevant and holistic education 

generates a living legacy that changes everything,” said Munashe Furusa, vice chancellor. “You and The 

United Methodist Church have answered a call to witness through this transforming ministry.” 

A small group of Lumads — indigenous people of Southern Philippines who have been the target of 

cruelty for decades — attended General Conference and were featured in a video about their plight. 

Quick hits 

There were a few initial bugs to work through with the new electronic queuing system, and delegates 

had to go “old school” a few times by waving old-fashioned placards to get the presiding bishop’s 

attention, but the system was overall a success. 

When you are a bishop, you’re a bishop all the way – at least in the U.S. Term limits for United 

Methodist bishops got strong support in a May 17 vote at General Conference 2016, but fell short of the 

two-thirds majority needed to change the church constitution, 482 in favor of term limits to 332 

opposed. Some bishops outside the United States are already subject to term limits. 

Several petitions of interest to Hispanic-Latino United Methodists were passed. They included a 

resolution against the U.S. embargo of Cuba; requests for government support for people in the Puerto 

Rican island of Vieques who suffer from chemical pollution and a high rate of cancer that has been 

attributed to the U.S. Navy’s former use of the island as a bombing range; approval of a new strategy to 

work with Latin American autonomous churches; and a request for the liberation of Oscar López Rivera, 

a Puerto Rican nationalist and the longest-serving political prisoner in the Western Hemisphere, 

convicted in the United States in 1981 for “seditious conspiracy.” 

A petition to withdraw denominational general agency membership from the Religious Coalition for 

Reproductive Choice was passed, as was a second petition to remove language supporting the coalition 

from the Book of Resolutions. The United Methodist Church was a founding member of the 

organization in 1973, and the United Methodist Board of Church and Society and United Methodist 

Women are currently members.  



 
 

An amendment offered on May 20 during a General Conference debate on socially responsible investing 

that sought to divest from illegal settlements on occupied lands failed 559-167. But delegates adopted a 

petition on behalf of a Palestinian village, Wadi Foquin. Delegates chose not to add a fossil fuels 

investment screen for the United Methodist Board of Pension and Health Benefits. 

One Great Hour of Sharing will now be known as UMCOR Sunday. Offerings for the special Sunday, 

observed annually on the fourth Sunday of Lent, cover the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s 

overhead. Two other special Sundays, Women’s Ministry Sunday and Volunteer in Mission Awareness 

Sunday — both without offering — were approved as well. 

On May 19, The United Methodist Church sent new missionaries from 11 countries to serve in16 lands. 

The liturgy of commissioning was believed to be the first at a United Methodist General Conference. 

During the May 17 afternoon plenary, delegates approved calendar items related to the Asian American 

Language Ministry Plan, the Pacific Islander Ministry Plan, the National Plan for Hispanic Ministry and 

the Korean Ministry Plan as well as Accessibility Grants for Churches and the United Methodist Global 

AIDS Fund. 

Deacons now have fewer hoops to jump through to request permission to administer sacraments. A 

petition passed that allows deacons to contact their resident bishop directly to ask for permission. 

Previously, the pastor-in-charge or the district superintendent had to make the request on the deacon’s 

behalf. 

In a May 12 ceremony, before episcopal leaders from around the globe, Dakotas-Minnesota Area Bishop 

Bruce R. Ough was formally installed as president of the Council of Bishops. Bishop Warner H. Brown 

Jr., outgoing president of the Council of Bishops, “passed the gavel” to Ough. 

A petition calling for a mandatory vote of proposed legislation sent to General Conference was approved 

by a vote of 406 to 361. All petitions submitted to General Conference “shall receive the vote of a 

legislative committee” and all petitions approved by legislative committees “shall receive a vote by the 

plenary session at that year’s General Conference.” Considering how many petitions weren’t voted on 

before this General Conference ended, one wonders if GC2020 will need to last a month. 

Butler is a multimedia editor/producer for United Methodist Communications. Contact him at 

newsdesk@umcom.org or 615-742-5470. 

 

GC2016 approves Bishop’s plan, votes to name a special commission; a note from 

Bishop King on Council of Bishop’s plan 

A note from Bishop King on the adopted plan, “A New Way Forward” 

mailto:newsdesk@umcom.org


 
 

As the 2016 General Conference session concluded today, many in our denomination, as well as many 

of you back home, leave with questions about the approved Council of Bishops plan entitled, “A New 

Way Forward” (see below for more information on the plan). 

Bishop King offers the following statement about this plan: 

To my beloved South Georgia Annual Conference: 

The Council of Bishops will be meeting the Saturday after General Conference. We will release a 

statement for clarity and direction regarding the naming of a special commission to bring 

recommendations back to General Conference on disciplinary paragraphs related to human sexuality. 

There have been no changes in The Book of Discipline around human sexuality. Please be prayerfully 

patient. 

With love, 

Your Bishop, 

James King 

 

GC2016 approves Bishop's plan, votes to name a special commission 

By Heather Hahn and Sam Hodges, UMNS 

General Conference delegates have hit the pause button on the denomination's quadrennial debates 

related to homosexuality. 

Late afternoon May 18, the delegates voted by 428 to 405 to accept the recommendation of the Council 

of Bishops to delay a debate on homosexuality at this gathering of the denomination’s top legislative 

assembly and let a proposed commission study church regulations. 

The bishops asked for the body’s permission to name a special commission that would completely 

examine and possibly recommend revisions of every paragraph in the Book of Discipline related to 

human sexuality. The commission would represent the different regions of a denomination on four 

continents as well as the varied perspectives of the church. 

The Book of Discipline is the denomination’s governing document. 

“We accept our role as spiritual leaders to lead The United Methodist Church in a ‘pause for prayer’ — 

to step back from attempts at legislative solutions and to intentionally seek God's will for the future,” 

said Council of Bishops president Bishop Bruce Ough in announcing the recommendation. 

The bishops also suggested they might call a special General Conference in 2018 or 2019 to deal with 

such proposals, Ough said. He also leads the Dakotas-Minnesota Episcopal Area. 



 
 

Other bishops stood behind Ough as he read the statement. 

The United Methodist Church's sexuality debate has seemed to be reaching a breaking point, especially 

as more countries including the United States have legalized same-sex marriage. Many U.S. United 

Methodists have publicly officiated at same-sex weddings in defiance of the Book of Discipline’s ban. 

As General Conference got under way, more than 100 clergy and clergy candidates in the U.S. and one 

in the Philippines came out as gay. The denomination bans the ordination of “self-avowed practicing" 

gay clergy. 

At the same time, African bishops made clear they were encouraging delegates not to budge on church 

teachings, which define marriage as between a man and woman. Since 1972, the Book of Discipline has 

asserted all people are of sacred worth but the church considers the practice of homosexuality 

“incompatible with Christian teaching.” 

Talk of possible schism has been in the hallways, and legislation is on the table that would allow 

congregations to disaffiliate from the denomination with their property. That legislation has been pushed 

by United Methodists who support the current church teachings on homosexuality. 

“We share with you a deep commitment to the unity of the church in Christ our Lord,” Ough told the 

multinational assembly. 

“Within the church, we are called to work and pray for more Christ-like unity with each other rather 

than separation from one another. This is the prayer of Jesus in John 17:21-23.” 

Just before scheduled debate 

The bishops presented this recommendation near the beginning of a plenary when General Conference 

delegates expected to take up possible changes to the Book of Discipline regarding ministry with 

LGBTQ individuals. The initials stand for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer or questioning. 

Ough said the bishops continue to hear from many people “that our current Discipline contains language 

which is contradictory, unnecessarily hurtful, and inadequate for the variety of local, regional and global 

contexts.”  

The bishops asked delegates and other United Methodists at the multinational gathering to spend the 

allotted debate time instead in prayer and confession. 

Confusion and accusations 

After a time of discussion and prayer, delegates returned to the parliamentary ups and downs that have 

typified this General Conference.  



 
 

The Rev. Adam Hamilton, a delegate from the Great Plains Conference, moved that General Conference 

support the bishop's creation of a commission and a special General Conference to deal with sexuality 

issues. Hamilton called the bishops’ ideas “our best chance of finding a long-term solution.” 

A substitute motion by the Rev. Chappell Temple, Texas Conference, supported the creation of the 

commission but called for General Conference to go forward with voting on sexuality petitions. To 

postpone, he said, would cause “more confusion.” 

The delegates voted against the substitute. Hamilton's motion was still before the delegates when they 

broke for lunch.  

But after lunch, delegates voted down Hamilton's motion by 438-393. 

Two delegates also accused the afternoon's presiding officer, Nashville (Tennessee) Area Bishop 

William McAlilly, of bias and incompetence in how he was overseeing the afternoon debate. 

The Rev. Gregory Gross, a delegate from the Northern Illinois Conference, accused McAlilly of trying 

to telegraph votes by shaking one finger or two as he addressed the delegates.  

After Hamilton's motion failed, Jen Ihlo — a delegate from the Baltimore-Washington Conference — 

tearfully asked that McAlilly step down. Both Gross and Ihlo are advocates for changing church rules to 

be more inclusive of LGBTQ individuals.  

McAlilly called for a 10-minute recess to confer with colleagues after Ihlo's plea.  

During the break, Ihlo told United Methodist News Service that the bishop “totally confused the body on 

the votes,” and she shared Gross’s concerns. 

However, McAlilly called the accusations “the craziest thing I ever heard.” 

“I was holding a pen part of the time and trying to write notes,” he told UMNS. “That’s the most absurd 

thing I’ve ever heard, frankly.” 

After the recess, the committee that chooses presiding officers announced it was standing by McAlilly.  

George Howard, a delegate from the West Ohio Conference, made a motion that delegates accept the 

bishops’ recommendations. It was Howard's motion the delegates affirmed.  

After his allotted period for presiding concluded, McAlilly cried and was comforted by various 

delegates. 

The afternoon signaled how much anxiety, grief and distrust surrounds this longtime dispute among 

United Methodists. 



 
 

“Our church is struggling, and there are voices all around the edges — just a variety of voices," Howard 

told UMNS. “What I’m afraid of is that if we don’t pause and allow the Spirit to fill the space, then we 

will fracture.” 

Like many in the room, Howard believed he had secured such a pause.  

Bishops responded to request 

The Council of Bishops made its report after General Conference delegates made a nonbinding request 

that bishops offer a path forward out of the “painful condition” resulting from the church’s long-

simmering debate over sexuality. 

Bishops usually complain that they resemble “potted plants” during General Conference sessions. As a 

body, they usually sit silently on the dais during plenary sessions unless it is one of their turns to preside. 

“As far as we can discover, this is the first time that a General Conference has ever made such a request 

of the Council of Bishops, and we have accepted this request with humility,” Ough told the gathering.  

Council was not unanimous 

The bishops’ statement did not receive the unanimous vote of the council’s members, Ough 

acknowledged. But the support was overwhelming, he said. 

He added that unanimity is not required for unity. 

Greater Northwest Area Bishop Grant Hagiya, whose area is hosting this General Conference, served on 

the bishops' writing team. He said more traditional bishops are worried about a “time out” for 

discernment that could include a moratorium on church trials. 

“I think they’re worried that it will open the door for all kinds of violations,” he said. 

“I think that if we force this body to deal with those legislative issues, it’s going to hurtful and harmful, 

just as it was in the past. I think we’re trying to find a new way, a creative way.” 

The bishops do not have a vote at General Conference. They do have the authority to call for a special 

session of the General Conference, a possibility last considered to address the worldwide economic 

crisis of 2008. The bishops in 2009 ultimately opted not to call a session that time. 

Potential next steps 

It is unclear how complaints against clergy will move forward, if they are accused of violating the Book 

of Discipline’s prohibitions related to homosexuality. 

The bishops’ statement said: “We will continue to explore options to help the church live in grace with 

one another — including ways to avoid further complaints, trials and harm while we uphold the 

Discipline.” 



 
 

However, advocates for greater inclusion of LGBTQ individuals in the life of the church, saw the 

bishops’ recommendations as a sign of hope.  

“I count this decision as a victory for the LGBTQ cause, though our division is not yet reconciled,” said 

the Rev. Frank Schaefer, whose church trial for officiating at his son's same-sex wedding made 

international headlines. Schaefer's clergy credentials were removed and then on appeal restored. 

“I hope that our bishops will take their mandate very seriously and will be able to lead us toward 

reconciliation and unity,” Schaefer's statement continued. 

The Rev. Rob Renfroe, president of the unofficial evangelical caucus Good News, released a statement 

saying the commission had the potential to resolve differences but also is “fraught with peril.” 

He said the bishops must make sure to include “well-known and respected leaders of the traditionalist 

and orthodox renewal movement” on the commission. 

Renfroe also said his group is concerned that the bishops could use the commission and possible special 

General Conference as an excuse not to enforce the Book of Discipline. 

The Judicial Council, the denomination's equivalent of the U.S. Supreme Court, may offer some clarity 

on the question when it comes to gay ordination. 

General Conference delegates, by 490 to 308, voted to refer to the denomination's top court a question of 

whether General Conference or annual conferences have the main authority to set ordination standards. 

The Rev. Jeremy Troxler of the Western North Carolina Conference made the motion to refer.  

Ahead of General Conference, the Baltimore-Washington, New York and Pacific Northwest 

conferences' boards of ordained ministry announced that they would not consider sexual orientation in 

determining a clergy candidate's fitness for ordination. 

Bishops already had scheduled a meeting May 21, the day after General Conference, to deal with any 

fallout from the meeting.  

Hahn and Hodges are news reporters for United Methodist News Service. Kathy L. Gilbert contributed 

to this story. Contact them at (615) 742-5470 or newsdesk@umcom.org.  

 

GC2016 passes $604 million general church budget 

A word from Dr. Derek McAleer, Conference Director of Administrative Services 

The General Conference passed a budget which is lower than what was originally proposed, but higher 

than what was finally recommended. The original proposal of $611 million for four years was reduced 

prior to General Conference to $599 million after concerns were raised about the amount of proposed 

mailto:newsdesk@umcom.org


 
 

increase. General Conference amended the original budget, adding $5 million to boost support of United 

Methodist theological education in Africa, Asia, and Europe. The final approved budget is $604 million 

over the next four years, which is the same total amount as the last four years. 

The budget of the annual conference is impacted by these apportionments. If you look at that part of the 

budget which is for South Georgia, it has been reduced by 21.32% since 2010. At that same period, the 

General Church items have increased by .53%. I am grateful the General Conference did not increase the 

budget further; at the same time, I and many other annual conference treasurers believe the general 

church should take the same steps that our annual conferences have taken to align spending. This 

General Conference took a small step by not increasing their asking; further steps remain to be taken. 

Local churches can be confident that the annual conference Council on Finance and Administration, 

made up of local church members and pastors from across the South Georgia Conference, continues to 

look at our spending, our resources, and the call of Christ upon us. Our goal is to help every local church 

faithfully fulfill our mission of making disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

GC2016 passes $604 million general church budget 

By Heather Hahn, UMNS 

Goodbye, historically low budget. Hello, slight increase. 

General Conference delegates on May 20 approved a general church budget of $604 million for 2017-

2020. 

That represents a slight rise over the $603.1 million approved at the 2012 General Conference. 

It’s also an increase over the $599 million budget proposed to the 2016 General Conference delegates, 

which would have been The United Methodist Church’s lowest in 16 years and meant the lowest 

apportionments to conferences in just as long. 

That budget proposal came from the board of the General Council on Finance and Administration and 

the Connectional Table, which coordinates the denomination’s agencies. The two groups collaborated in 

developing the budget over the past three years. 

Delegates voted to add $5 million to double the denomination’s financial backing of the Central 

Conference Theological Education Fund, which supports United Methodist schools, pastors and 

pastors-in-training in Africa, Asia and Europe. 

The Rev. Bill Arnold, a delegate from the Kentucky Conference, made the motion to boost 

the theological education fund to $10 million. 

“We’re woefully underfunding theological education for the very part of the church that is growing,” he 

said. 

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/slashed-church-budget-heads-to-gc2016
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/gc2016-fund-boosts-clergy-education-across-globe
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Earlier in the week, a number of African delegates argued for the increase when the budget came up. 

Among them was the Rev. Jerry Kulah, dean of the Gbarnga School of Theology in Liberia. Delegates 

voted for the increase 406 to 379. 

“This $10 million is going to help the more than 26 theological institutions across the central 

conferences to train more pastors, improve the facilities we have and help the teaching environment," 

Kulah told United Methodist News Service.  

In addition, delegates, for the first time in history, also established a set formula for central conferences 

(church regions in Africa, Asia and Europe) to support the denomination’s global ministries. 

General Conference — the denomination’s top policymaking body — establishes the total amount of 

money needed to support churchwide ministries. That amount is then apportioned mainly to U.S. 

conferences, which in turn ask for apportionments from local churches. 

Getting to a budget 

Getting to the budget took some time despite a number of efforts to move the discussion along, 

including shortening the voting time to 10 seconds. 

After approving a number of budget reports from the General Council on Finance and Administration, 

delegates voted to consider the remainder in one bundle. 

Nevertheless, delegates then proceeded to debate a motion to remove $5 million from the General 

Administration Fund budget to cover the $5 million they added to the theological education fund. 

General Administration supports General Conference among administrative entities of the church. 

Delegates next debated a motion to refer the whole budget back to the Connectional Table and General 

Council on Finance and Administration board to come up with a way to get the budget back to $599 

million while keeping the additional $5 million for theological education.  

Delegates ultimately voted both motions down. Still, that did not stop multiple points of order and 

parliamentary inquiries from delegates. 

At one point after several points on parliamentary procedures, including a delegate calling for an end of 

debate, Chicago Area Bishop Sally Dyck — the presiding officer for the morning session — suggested a 

“hot tip” to move things along. 

“You don’t go to the mike,” she said to laughter. 

Altogether, General Conference delegates spent about two hours deliberating budget proposals. Put 

another way, at a meeting estimated to cost $1,388.89 per minute, the money discussion cost $166,666.  

As lunchtime rapidly approached, Dyck chose to throw caution to the wind and call for a vote on the 

budget package. 

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/liberian-church-to-start-graduate-school-of-theology
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/plan-calls-for-global-funding-of-general-church


 
 

“I’m not looking at this thing,” she said, pointing to the electronic queue where the bishops see the 

names of delegates wanting to speak. “You can accost me at lunch.” 

The final budget won approval by a vote of 751 to 33. 

Breaking down the budget 

So what did delegates actually approve? The proposed budget allocates the following: 

 $310.7 million for the World Service Fund that supports most of the denomination’s 13 general 

agencies (including United Methodist Communications, which encompasses United Methodist 

News Service) 

 $104.9 million for the Ministerial Education Fund that supports United Methodist seminaries and 

provides financial aid for United Methodist seminary students 

 $92 million for the Episcopal Fund, which supports active bishops, their support staff, retired 

bishops, surviving spouses and minor children of deceased bishops 

 $41.9 million for the Black College Fund that supports 11 United Methodist-related historically 

black colleges and universities 

 $36.9 million for the General Administration Fund, which supports General Conference, Judicial 

Council, the United Methodist Commission on Archives and History, and the General Council on 

Finance and Administration 

 Nearly $9.4 million for Africa University in Mutare, Zimbabwe 

 $8.2 million for the Interdenominational Cooperation Fund, which supports the church’s 

ecumenical work 

Funds help with such denomination-wide endeavors as planting new churches, providingresources for 

evangelism, supporting theological education, advocating for church social teachings, engaging 

in international development and cultivating new mission fields. 

New source of giving 

The delegates also approved a new source of giving: apportionments from United Methodists in central 

conferences. 

United Methodists in central conferences have long financially supported the work of bishops. In the 

past four years, central conferences have given $3.8 million to the Episcopal Fund, Kumar told reporters 

earlier this General Conference. 

Under the formula, the requested giving would go up to $5.1 million and support both bishops and the 

General Administration Fund. 

http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/agencies
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/agencies
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/new-church-starts
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/evangelism
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/evangelism
http://www.gbhem.org/education/global-theological-education
http://umc-gbcs.org/faith-in-action
http://www.umcmission.org/
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/seoul-office-will-help-church-connect-with-asia


 
 

The formula actually asks European United Methodists to give less than they currently contribute. 

However, some European church leaders plan to continue voluntarily to give $2.9 million. 

Impact on local church offering 

U.S. United Methodists will still bear the lion’s share of general church expenses. 

The finance agency requests apportionments from each U.S. conference based on a formula that 

includes its local church expenditures, local church costs, the economic strength of the conference and a 

base percentage approved by General Conference.  

Even with the slight budget increase, U.S. local churches are unlikely to feel much effect. 

U.S. churches, on average, retain slightly more than 85 cents of every dollar they collect in their offering 

plates. 

Most of the giving outside the local church goes to support jurisdictions, areas, annual conferences, 

districts and direct-billed pension and health benefits. 

The percentage of local church expenditures given to the general church has gone down from about 2.27 

percent in 2002 to 2.14 percent in 2014. In other words, about 2 cents of every dollar in the offering 

plate goes toward the general church budget. 

Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist News Service. Contact her at (615) 742-5470 

or newsdesk@umcom.org. 

 

Warren Plowden elected first lay alternate to Judicial Council 

On Thursday, May 16 during the morning plenary session of the 2016 General Conference, two clergy, 

three laity and six alternate clergy and laity were elected to the Judicial Council, the denomination’s 

“highest judicial body.” 

South Georgia Conference Chancellor and member of Vineville United Methodist Church Warren 

Plowden was elected as a lay alternate for a second quadrennium. 

“I am pleased to have the opportunity to serve again on the Judicial Council, and I look forward to the 

opportunity to be called as an alternate,” Plowden said. 

The Judicial Council is composed of nine members and reflects the diversity of The United Methodist 

Church. The Council determines the constitutionality of any act of the General Conference, proposed 

legislation, and shall “pass upon and affirm, modify, or reverse the decisions of law made by Bishops” 

among other duties and responsibilities. 

http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_GCFA/reports/financial/Documents_/Financial_Commitment_Book_2013-2016_FINAL_1-23-13_w_Rpt_8_edit.pdf
http://us.mc561.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=newsdesk@umcom.org


 
 

Laity elected are: Ruben Reyes of Manila, Philippines; Deanell Reese Tacha of Lawrence, Kansas, and 

Lídia Romão Gulele of Maputo, Mozambique. 

Lay alternates: Warren Plowden, Kent Fulton, Joe Wesley Kilpatrick, Ronald E. Enns, Randall Miller 

and Jacob Apari Lawan. 

Clergy elected are: Rev. Øyvind Helliesen of Norway and the Rev. Luan-Vu Tran of Lakewood, 

California. 

Clergy alternates: Rev. Tim Bruster, the Rev. Angela Brown, the Rev. Diana DeWitt, the Rev. F. Belton 

Joyner, the Rev. Katherine Austin Mahle and the Rev. Gregory Stover. 

Read more (http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/five-elected-to-judicial-council)  

 

Snapshots from the South Georgia delegation 

The South Georgia Conference’s delegation to the 2016 General Conference returned to their homes this 

past weekend after spending two weeks serving as delegates in Portland, Ore.  

“This has been a very interesting two weeks, and what an awesome opportunity for us,” said Bill 

Hatcher, a lay delegate and member of Statesboro First United Methodist Church. “I want you to know, 

South Georgia, that you have a phenomenal delegation. They worked hard, they worked together, and 

they represented South Georgia in a really strong way. You would be very proud of them.”  

Click here to watch a video message from Hatcher.  

Rev. Scott Hagan, senior pastor of Bonaire United Methodist Church, served as a first time reserve 

delegate to General Conference. In a brief video, Scott answers the questions, “What has been your 

experience as a first-time delegate? Have you learned anything new by seeing General Conference at 

work first hand?” 

Click here to watch the full video.  

Click here to read Scott's blog post.  

The General Conference delegation will give a full report during the 2016 Annual Conference session in 

Tifton.  

Photo Albums 

Photo Album for Monday, May 16 

Photo Album for Tuesday, May 17 

Photo Album for Wednesday, May 18 

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/five-elected-to-judicial-council
https://vimeo.com/167738400
https://vimeo.com/167398304
http://dscotthagan.blogspot.com/2016/05/my-contribution-to-exhibit-about-what.html
http://www.sgaumc.org/photoalbum/4799324
http://www.sgaumc.org/photoalbum/4800585
http://www.sgaumc.org/photoalbum/4820014


 
 

Photo Album for Thursday, May 19 

General Conference Email Updates 

Throughout General Conference, the South Georgia Conference Communications team sent email 

updates with important General Conference news and details. Catch up on them below:  

Pre-GC Email - May 9 

GC2016: Tuesday, May 10 Recap 

GC2016: Wednesday, May 11 Recap 

GC2016: Thursday, May 12 Recap 

GC2016: Friday, May 13 Recap 

GC2016: Saturday, May 14 Recap 

GC2016: Monday, May 16 Recap 

GC2016: Tuesday, May 17 Recap 

GC2016: Wednesday, May 18 Recap 

GC2016: Thursday, May 19 Recap 

GC2016: Friday, May 20 Recap 

General Conference in Review 

For analysis, news stories, follow up, and looking back: 

Live Stream Archives: Find on-demand and downloadable versions of the daily General Conference 

plenary sessions, worship, and addresses. VIEW ARCHIVES 

Legislation Tracking: Search for legislation submitted by petition number, keyword or submitter for 

information regarding the actions taken on each piece of legislation. TRACK LEGISLATION  

General Conference Website: Continue to read news from General Conference 2016 at the General 

Conference website. VIEW SITE  

Social Media: Follow the hashtags #UMCGC and #GC2016 as the conversation continues. 

UMNS News & Photos: News Stories by UMNS || Photos by UMNS 

South Georgia Conference GC2016 Webpage 

Find news and information from the South Georgia Conference relating to General Conference 

 

South Georgia historian, United Methodist presents report to General Conference 

http://www.sgaumc.org/!LtDVMEVk1MymkiMpWc5sW8CEVa28GGT+s2j9ap70vkr
http://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/viewemail/601967
http://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/viewemail/625163
http://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/viewemail/637359
http://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/viewemail/647510
http://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/viewemail/799450
http://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/viewemail/878284
http://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/viewemail/957184
http://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/viewemail/979555
http://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/viewemail/1076803
http://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/viewemail/1179544
http://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/viewemail/1227333
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/general-conference-2016-live-stream-archives
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/legislation-tracking
http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2016?
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/united-methodist-news
https://www.flickr.com/photos/umcommunications/
http://www.sgaumc.org/generalconference2016


 
 

Historian and South Georgia United Methodist Gary L. Roberts, a member of Tifton First UMC, gave a 

powerful and poignant report on the Sand Creek Massacre to the General Conference on Wednesday 

evening, May 18. In his report he implored United Methodists to "Listen, learn, and do not forget." Click 

here to read a South Georgia Advocate story about Roberts and his report 

Roberts wrote the report, "Remembering The Sand Creek Massacre: A Historical Review of Methodist 

Involvement, Influence, and Response,” on the 1864 massacre in which U.S. troops, led by a Methodist 

preacher-turned-cavalry officer, attacked unsuspecting Cheyenne and Arapaho Indians. Roberts 

presented the report to the 2016 United Methodist General Conference and tribal representatives who 

were guests of the conference. 

GC2016 recalls, laments Sand Creek Massacre 

"Professor, descendant of Sand Creek survivors seeks ‘peace’ at General Conference" 

 

Remember the Mission 

FOCUS ON THE VISION 

DENISE WALTON 

Psalm 96, The Message 

Sing God a brand-new song! 

Earth and everyone in it, sing! 

Sing to God – worship God! 

Shout the news of his victory from sea to sea, 

Take the news of his glory to the lost, 

News of his wonders to one and all! 

For God is great, and worth a thousand Hallelujahs.  

Psalm 96 is commonly known as a royal psalm. The psalm’s command to take the news to all reminds 

the reader of the Abrahamic covenant in Genesis 12:1-3. In addition, the psalm anticipates the command 

given by Jesus Christ to the disciples to go and make disciples of all nations (Mathew 28:19-20).   

How do you focus on the mission of the church in your local congregation? 

What are the strengths as you engage in disciple-making efforts in your local church? 

What are the areas of growth as you engage in disciple-making efforts in your local church? 

May we be reminded that the mission of the church is rooted and grounded in discipleship.  

Let us focus on the many ways we continue to sing a new song to God’s glory. 

http://www.sgaumc.org/advnewsdetail/noted-south-georgia-historian-writes-detailed-report-for-general-conference-4635392
http://www.sgaumc.org/advnewsdetail/noted-south-georgia-historian-writes-detailed-report-for-general-conference-4635392
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/gc2016-recalls-laments-sand-creek-massacre
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/professor-descendant-of-sand-creek-survivors-seeks-peace-at-general-confere


 
 

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 

denise@sgaumc.org. 

 

Standing in the Gap 

By Dr. Hal Brady 

A unique television program went on the air in 1968 and continued filming until the year 2001. The 

program was “Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood.” This amazing TV program served as a role model not 

only for neighborhoods, but for businesses, corporations, communities, and even churches. The late Mr. 

Rogers was a source of endless comfort because he valued the supreme worth of all persons. He made 

the marginal people of the world feel valued and accepted and affirmed. For Mister Fred Rogers, a quiet 

Presbyterian minister, everyone fit in and was included. 

In my opinion, Mr. Rogers was one of those who stood in the gap and represented hope and courage and 

comfort and direction. He stood in the gap and represented human decency and neighborliness in the 

midst of a world of suspicion and prejudice. 

Another person who stood in the gap was the late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. As you know, there was a 

lengthy garbage strike in Memphis, Tenn., during the spring of 1968. Dr. King went to help negotiate a 

peaceful settlement and, ironically, while there, on April 4, he was assassinated. Though only 39 years 

old at the time of his death, he is claimed by history. So much was set in motion by Dr. King’s dream 

that it has constituted an unending reformation. And Dr. King did it with a philosophy of nonviolence. 

God knows we need people who are willing to stand in the gap in our world today. We need people who 

are willing to stand in the gap and represent the power of good in the midst of evil. We need people who 

are willing to stand in the gap and represent nonviolence in a world bent on its own destruction. We 

need people who are willing to stand in the gap and represent the higher values of love and justice and 

forgiveness and reconciliation in a world of negativism, prejudice and unforgiveness. 

In the light of this desperate need for people willing to stand in the gap, I want to refer you to the little 

known biblical character Ananias and his example. 

First, Ananias was available! What do we really know about Ananias? Not very much! Word has it 

that he might have been a sandal maker, but whatever his occupation was, he was a follower of the Way. 

Obviously, Ananias had never met Saul, but he certainly knew of Saul's reputation as a persecutor of 

Christians. Admitting you were a Christian to Saul was like signing your own death warrant. A parallel 

today might be admitting you are an American to a terrorist in Iraq. But notice that in spite of the risk, 

Ananias answered God's call to go to Saul when no one else would dare to go. 

mailto:denise@sgaumc.org


 
 

In a sense, Ananias was the connecting link between Saul's Damascus Road experience and Saul/Paul's 

missionary journeys to Asia Minor, Greece and Rome. But the important thing for our discussion is that 

Ananias was available.  

Second, Ananias had a noble attitude! As the late Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick observed, “It's not so 

much what life brings to us in her hands, but what we bring to life in our spirits that makes the 

difference between people.” 

Ananias could have had an attitude problem. So many do, you know. He could have rejected God's 

mission and refused to go to a Straight street. He could have let his preconception and prejudice and 

fears about the persecutor Saul dominate his thinking. 

That seems to be one of the tragic errors we’re making in our culture today with people who are 

different. No room for change. No room for justice. No real room to overcome engrained prejudice and 

work together. People who are different are what they are. The tie that binds us all together in a common 

humanity before God is not nearly strong enough. 

Abraham Maslow once said, “If the only tool you have is a hammer...you tend to treat everything as if it 

were a nail.” And he was talking about engrained prejudice. 

As I noted earlier, what we need today are people who are willing to stand in the gap and see others and 

the issues that confront us through the eyes of God. And we take our cue from Ananias. He was 

available and had a noble attitude. 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

Joyous Faith 

Spring Quarter: The Gift of Faith 

Unit 3: The Fullness of Faith 

Sunday school lesson for the week of May 29, 2016 

By Dr. Hal Brady 

Lesson Scripture: Luke 19:1-10 

The story before us today has Jesus passing through Jericho, a city not far from Jerusalem, the place where 

Jesus will fulfill his mission by submitting to death on the cross. The story here involves a number of 

themes that Luke has emphasized in his gospel – including Jesus reaching out to the marginalized and 

bringing them salvation. We are reminded of the connection with the previous story of Jesus giving sight to 

a blind man (Luke 18:35-42), whereas, in today’s story Zacchaeus is trying to see Jesus. 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/


 
 

Zacchaeus is a “chief tax collector” which means he is the CEO and takes a cut of commission from all the 

tax collectors who work for him. He is a wealthy man, though many consider his wealth ill gained. 

Interestingly enough, throughout Luke’s Gospel, those who have been receptive to Jesus are tax collectors 

and sinners; those who reject him are the wealthy and privileged. Zacchaeus seems to be all these things. 

He is a “ruler” or chief tax collector and he is also wealthy.  

Now all tax collectors in Palestine worked for the Romans and so were seen as collaborators. To say the 

least, Zacchaeus is not popular among the people – some see him as a traitor working with the enemy. 

The point here is that we are to see Zacchaeus as a mix of the kinds of people who have accepted and 

rejected Jesus. Thus, Zacchaeus can be an example of how Jesus saves all kinds of people. 

Scholars inform us that Zacchaeus is on a quest. In preceding stories when characters are on a quest they 

are in some way blocked from attaining their goal: the widow who goes to the unjust judge, the children the 

disciples try to deter, and the blind man whom the crowd tried to silence. And the same thing is happening 

to Zacchaeus. He wants to see Jesus, but the crowd will not allow him. Everyone looks down on him 

because of his job and will not cooperate with him. 

But Zacchaeus is resourceful, so he runs ahead and climbs a sycamore tree, a tree with a short trunk and 

wide, lateral branches. Zacchaeus’ effort surpasses his wildest hopes. 

When Jesus gets to the spot where Zacchaeus is up in the tree, he stops and tells Zacchaeus to come down. 

The way Jesus invites himself to stay with Zacchaeus is significant to notice. Jesus says, “For I must stay at 

your house today.” (19:5) Jesus’ stay with Zacchaeus is a necessity because it pictures clearly what his 

ministry is all about – to lead to God those whom others have given up on and who need to repent. 

Therefore, it is a necessity that Jesus goes to his house to bring salvation. That is Jesus’ mission – to 

reclaim the prodigals (chapter 15). 

Notice, the crowd still tries to be an obstacle to this encounter with Jesus. The people grumble that Jesus is 

going to the home of a sinner. Of course, this is not a new criticism of Jesus in Luke. Actually, the crowd’s 

complaint is both right and wrong. Zacchaeus is indeed a sinner as his own remark will show, but he is not 

beyond the touch of God or his call. So the crowd has written off Zacchaeus, but Jesus never writes off 

anyone who remains open to God. 

However, the response of Zacchaeus to Jesus is the direct opposite of the crowd’s – Zacchaeus recognizes 

Jesus as Lord and then becomes a role model for the wealthy. 

Zacchaeus expresses his great appreciation of Jesus’ acceptance of him by declaring his intent to be a 

different man. Because of his new relationship with God and in an act of repentance, Zacchaeus will do 

two things: half of his possessions will now go to the poor, and those he has wronged will receive 

restitution at four times the amount taken. To be sure, Zacchaeus is aware of his sin and desires to right the 

wrongs he has done. 



 
 

And here Luke makes him the example of the way the rich should respond to Jesus. They give their 

possessions to those who cannot repay them, and they do not use their status or position to treat those 

subordinate to them unfairly. 

The story concludes with Jesus fully endorsing Zacchaeus’ response. Jesus declares that this very day 

“salvation has come to (Zacchaeus’) house.” And the sinner who is a tax collector is now identified as a 

child of Abraham – what Paul calls a child of faith (Romans 4, Galatians 3). In both his acceptance of Jesus 

and his manner of handling his wealth, Zacchaeus shows readers how the people of God are to conduct 

their lives. 

But the most exciting thing is what this tax collector’s return represents. We see it in the pronouncement in 

verse 10: “For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.”  

The mission of Jesus is to reach out to those who need to repent, who need salvation. This story started out 

with Zacchaeus seeking Jesus but what we find out is that it is really Jesus who is doing the seeking. So 

what Zacchaeus, with the many things he represents, points out is that all people need the salvation Jesus 

gives. 

Hope for us all 

Zacchaeus’ brief encounter with Jesus should give us all hope. Luke has steadily emphasized that the 

ministry of Jesus is particularly focused on the marginalized, those who are seen as less valuable than 

others. Even in several of his stories and parables, Luke makes it seem that the wealthy and privileged have 

little hope of receiving salvation. 

But then comes this story of Zacchaeus! Luke’s description of him makes him represent all kind of people. 

He represents those who are powerful and those others look down on. He also represents people who have 

status and those who do not, those who live on the margin and those who have wealth. All of those groups 

who have reacted to Jesus so differently throughout Luke’s Gospel now comes together in Zacchaeus. 

Consequently, the good news of this story is that no one is beyond the saving love of God. 

Seeking and Finding 

Who is really the seeker and finder in this story? It appears that the seeker is Zacchaeus who overcomes 

multiple obstacles to seek Jesus. But note in verse 3 that the text says, “He (Zacchaeus) was trying to see 

who Jesus was…” 

Zacchaeus actually wanted to understand what people saw in Jesus and why they were attracted to him. 

Consequently, he demonstrates extraordinary effort to show his determination to know and understand 

Jesus. 

When the crowd creates an obstacle for him, Zacchaeus simply runs ahead to a place where Jesus was sure 

to pass and climbs up a tree for the chance to see Jesus. Zacchaeus embodies St. Augustine’s famous 

statement, “Our hearts are restless until they rest in you.” So in his restlessness, Zacchaeus is seeking Jesus. 



 
 

Then it is, however, that the story takes a surprising turn. At first, it seems to be about someone wanting to 

know Jesus, but now it becomes a story about Jesus seeking sinners. Jesus stops, calls Zacchaeus and says 

that he must stay at his house. 

This mission of Jesus is clearly seen here. It is a central part of the mission of Jesus to seek people like 

Zacchaeus. And, as always the case with pronouncement stories (stories in which Jesus makes a 

proclamation at the end of the narrative), the main point is the pronouncement. Here, the pronouncement 

states that the mission of Jesus is to seek and save the lost. Thus, it is not really Zacchaeus who is seeking 

Jesus, but rather it is Jesus who is seeking people like Zacchaeus, people who are sinners. Ultimately, the 

pronouncement states that the mission of Jesus is to seek and save us all. 

Something to remember – nothing is ever really lost until someone looks for it. Persons without Christ are 

lost for a number of reasons but primarily because God is looking for them. 

Repentance 

A majority of commentators think that Zacchaeus brief encounter with Jesus changed his life. 

The label “sinner” has different meanings in Luke. Scholars explain that at times it designates people who 

ignore the word and will of God. But at other times it is a title that some leaders use to look down on 

people who do not conform to their heightened expectations. 

Notice here in our story that it is the crowd that says this about Zacchaeus. Perhaps it is his profession and 

the general expectation that tax collectors are thieves that makes this plausible. In any case, Luke does not 

have anyone in the story refute the accusation. And the response of Zacchaeus suggests that the charge was 

accepted. 

As we see in the text, Zacchaeus’ encounter with Jesus immediately brings him to recognize Jesus as Lord 

and to commit himself to a new way of living. However he had acquired his wealth, whether through 

honest or dishonest means, Zacchaeus was now determined to use it in ways that Jesus approves. 

Zacchaeus promises to give half of his possessions to the poor, to those who cannot repay him. In his 

repentance, he exemplifies what Jesus says wealthy people should do. 

Thus, as a result of his encounter with Jesus, Zacchaeus takes up a new orientation of life. Previously, 

Zacchaeus had been concerned about accumulating wealth; he is now more concerned to take care of the 

poor. He reaches out to those who have no status and who can do him no good. 

Entering into the presence of Jesus can reorient our lives. Repentance is not just confessing our sin, though 

that is an integral part of it, rather, it is about changing how we live. Zacchaeus is able to change because 

he sees how Jesus values him and so he receives the salvation Jesus brings.  

A Child of Abraham 

According to scholars, when Jesus hears Zacchaeus commit himself to this new way of life, he declares 

that Zacchaeus is a child of Abraham, that is, one of the people of God. It is the combination of the 



 
 

confession of Jesus and the convincing commitment of Zacchaeus’ new life that is the evidence that he is 

among God’s people. Whatever he has been before, Zacchaeus’ new orientation of life now makes him as 

one who belongs among the saved. 

Note that the salvation Zacchaeus receives includes more than a promise of life to come. This salvation 

includes the expectation that we live in a new way. And this new way, received as a gift of God, fills us 

with meaning and offers dignity to those we need to help. 

Key Verse 

The key verse of this lesson is 19:10, “For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.” It is 

reported that on a certain street in San Francisco there used to be a sign in an office window – it may still 

be there – “We find lost people.” In the light of Jesus’ pronouncement, that sign defines the church’s call to 

mission. God calls the church to find, invite and welcome lost people. 

Action Plan: 

1. How does the story of Zacchaeus’ encounter with Jesus give you hope? 

2. In what ways were both Zacchaeus and Jesus seeking and finding? 

3. How does the class define the word “lost” and what difference does it make to the church? 

 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

The Day of the Lord 

Summer Quarter: Toward a New Creation 

Unit 1: Judgment and Salvation 

Sunday school lesson for the week of June 5, 2016 

By Rev. V.L. Daughtery, Jr. 

Lesson Scripture: Zephaniah 1:4-6; 1:14-16; 2:3-4 

Background Scripture: Genesis 1:1-2:3 

Introduction: During the westward migration on the American frontier, the Methodist circuit rider was 

an accompanying companion. Approaching a homesteader plowing new land, the visiting horseman 

said:  

“Brother, are you ready for the ‘Day of the Lord?’”  

“When is it going to be?” replied the man. 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/


 
 

“It could be today, tomorrow, or the next day,” answered the clergyperson. 

“Well,” said the pioneer, “Don’t tell my family, because they will want to go all three days, and they are 

needed here to plant crops.” 

Many humans do not want to be present for “The Day of the Lord.” 

Read aloud Genesis 1:1-2:4 

God, the source of all that is good, intended his creation to be a reflection of his own being. This new 

world is to be populated with humans. In each of these new beings, God places a divine image of 

himself. That inner gift remains unsatisfied unless it maintains a connection with the creator.  

The creation account in Genesis illustrates that God’s authority maintains order. The name “genesis” 

means “origin” or “beginning.” In the powerful descriptive language of Genesis, a portrait is painted of 

the origin of humans and the universe. The Scripture for this lesson is a theological report in answer to 

the question, “Why?” The writer of Genesis never intended to present a scientific study on “How?” A 

reader is told the origin of humans and the negative decisions they made leading to sin. Such human 

rebellion creates a desperate need for salvation. God’s intentional will has been marred by human sin. 

God’s ultimate will can be accomplished in human history only by God’s intrusion into the world. This 

dynamic mighty act of God is “The Day of the Lord.” 

God feels good about his creation (Genesis 1:31). The creator calls for a day of rest after six days of 

creativity. The seventh day will be a period of holy rest. This act is intended to be a pattern humans are 

expected to follow.  

Yet, humans in this paradise disobey, deny, rebel, and sin. Their forgetfulness becomes a historical 

repetitive human lifestyle. Those embracing evil need to be confronted and judged. The faithful, who are 

longing for deliverance, need to be restored. God’s remedy is a mighty act of entering his creation by 

“The Day of the Lord.” 

God’s intrusion will provide a new genesis. On this occasion, God will judge sin, punish evil 

practitioners, claim the faithful, and provide a new creation. The people of God will be cleansed of 

injustice, immorality, and worship of false gods. Such a “Day of the Lord” will be God’s perfecting a 

new creation. To announce God’s entrance into the quagmire of human sin requires a courageous 

prophet. Zephaniah and Peter Cartwright are examples.  

The fiery and combative Peter Cartwright was a Methodist circuit rider of a bygone century.  Upon 

arrival for a preaching appointment, the evangelist was told that President Andrew Jackson would be in 

the congregation. Cartwright was admonished by his host to be sensitive in his remarks. The preacher 

than began with a powerful declaration.  

“Andrew Jackson will go to hell if he doesn’t repent.” Old Hickory was confronted by “The Day of the 

Lord.” So are we in today’s lesson.  



 
 

Read aloud Zephaniah 1:4-6, 1:14-16; 2:3.  

In religious art this prophet is shown walking the streets of Jerusalem with a lamp in his hand. He is 

looking for those faithful to God who will be saved on “The Day of the Lord.” Do the words written 

2,646 years ago have relevance to a time of computers, satellites, and smartphones? Indeed they do!  

Zephaniah preached in the period 638-609 B C. It was the invasion of the Scythians that awakened 

Zephaniah’s call to be a prophet. He thought that Scythians were the announcers of God’s judgment. 

Words of woe and judgment are delivered by Zephaniah to Judah, Jerusalem, and other nations. God is a 

jealous God. He will not allow practices from pagan religions to adulterate the faith of his people. 

Zephaniah has a bill of indictment. Foreign garments are being worn. People have adopted the pagan 

practice of leaping over thresholds (I Samuel 5:1-5). Violence and fraud are common.  

To address these sinful conditions, God will appear in “The Day of the Lord.” Punishment will be 

administered to officials and princes. Jerusalem will be searched by a lamplight. God will show that he 

is not complacent in his attitude about good and evil. “The Day of the Lord” is at hand. It will be, for 

some, a terrible experience. Yet in this atmosphere of hopelessness comes the possibility of relief. There 

are requirements to escape this tribulation. Persons must join together (2:1), and they must seek the Lord 

(2:3). God will hide the faithful on the day of his appearing.  

Reflections to be discussed from Zephaniah 1:4-6; 1:14-16; 2:3-4 

a. God has an ultimate plan for all he has created. That plan is for his will to be done on earth and 

in each human as his will is done in heaven. 

b. God holds all humans accountable. Each will be required to account for life and service. 

c. Sin may attack, thwart, and delay God for a time.  All the forces of sin, however, ultimately will 

be defeated by God’s will.  

 

Rev. V.L. Daughtery, Jr. is a retired South Georgia pastor. Contact him at vl_daughteryjr@mchsi.com.  

 

OBITUARIES 

Rev. Samuel Clark, Jr. 

Rev. Samuel Matthias Clark, Jr., 83, of Rabun Gap, Georgia, passed away Wednesday, May 4, 2016, at 

Habersham County Medical Center. He was born in Gainesville, GA on September 28, 1932, and was 

the son of the late Samuel Matthias Clark, Sr. and Mildred Palmour Clark. Rev. Clark is survived by his 

loving wife, Betty Claire Manning Clark; one son, David Michael Clark of Portland, OR; a sister, India 

Clark Benton of Burlington, NC; two nieces, Allison Goss of Albuquerque, NM, and Becky Benton of 

Mountain View CA; one nephew, Christopher Benton of Scottsdale, AZ; and two grandchildren of 

Gibsons, BC, Canada.  

mailto:vl_daughteryjr@mchsi.com


 
 

He grew up in Macon, GA and graduated from Lanier High School in Bibb County. He was a graduate 

of Emory University and while there he was a member of Phi Delta Theta Fraternity, and inducted into 

Phi Beta Kappa and the Senior Honor Society. When in Savannah he received the School Bell Award 

and the prestigious Oglethorpe Trophy. In 2003 he won the Turman Alumni Service Award given to 

recognized distinguished alumni demonstrating exceptional volunteer leadership. Rev. Clark received 

his Master’s Degree in English at Princeton University and his Theology Degree from Union 

Theological Seminary in New York City. Rev. Clark was a United Methodist Minister and served 21 

years in the South GA Conference and 21 years in the North GA Conference. He served as pastor at a 

three-charge circuit in Tift County, GA for four years; 12 years in Savannah at Inner City United 

Methodist Church; three years as a Missionary in Peru; five years at Trinity United Methodist Church in 

Atlanta; 16 years as Campus Chaplain at Oxford College of Emory University and served the first three 

years of that period as the minister at Allen Memorial United Methodist Church.  

Services were held at Allen Memorial United Methodist Church in Oxford, GA with Rev. Lyn Pace, 

Campus Chaplain, Rev. Don Kea, and Rev. Melissa Traver, Rev. Dave Shaw, and Rev Josh Roberts 

officiating. Burial followed in Oxford Historical Cemetery in Oxford, GA. In lieu of flowers, the family 

requests that any donations be made to the Sammy Clark Scholarship Fund at Oxford College of Emory 

University.  

Rev. Bernard K. Henry, Sr. 

Services for Bernard K. Henry, Sr., age 88, of Dublin, were held Tuesday, May 10, 2016, at Dexter 

United Methodist Church. Burial followed at Dublin Memorial Gardens. Rev. Danny “Sam” Collins, Dr. 

Joel Dent, Rev. Wes Moye, and Dr. Rick Lanford officiated. Rev. Henry died Friday, May 6, 2016. 

Rev. Henry began his ministry as the pastor of the Lincoln County Circuit of Methodist Churches in 

1951. He served Dexter United Methodist Church from 1990 until 2015. 

Throughout his life, he tried every day to serve God as best he could and to minister to those around 

him. 

Rev. Henry was preceded in death by his parents and daughter Tina H. Deloach. 

Survivors include his wife, Lois T. Henry, of Dublin; son, B. Keith (Sarah) Henry, Jr.; and 

grandchildren, Kaylee and Spencer Henry of Alpharetta; and grandchild, Melissa D. (Christopher) Black 

and great grandchildren, Alexis, Ethan, and Natalie Black of Newman. 

The men of the churches served as pallbearers. 

Memorial contributions may be made to Dexter United Methodist Church or to Pine Forest United 

Methodist Church. 

Please visit www.townsendfuneralhome.com to sign the online memorial registry. 

 

http://www.townsendfuneralhome.com/


 
 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – June 2016 

6/02 – Jan Durham: 103 Willeford Dr.; Savannah, GA 31411 

6/06 – Raymond Wilder, Jr.: 802 Moore Dr.; Americus, GA 31709 

6/07 – Bob Williams: PO Box 665; Dublin, GA 31040 

6/09 – John Clements: 468 Edwards Creek Rd.; Alamo, GA 30411 

6/09 – Whit Kirkland: 551 Kirkland Dr.; Byron, GA 31008 

6/09 – Sylvia Ross: 2000 Cambridge Ave. #331; Wyomissing, PA 19610 

6/10 – John Horton: 295 Lakeridge Ct.; Macon, GA 31211 

6/10 – Bill Huddle: 5310 Winding Lakes Dr.; Cumming, GA 30028 

6/10 – Charles Smith, Jr.: 4102 Serendipity Ct.; Martinez, GA 30907 

6/14 – Eul Kim: 4320 Jackson St.; Riverside, CA 92503 

6/15 – Mira Barrett: 433 Paul St.; Portal, GA 30450 

6/15 – Paul Dupree: 2050 W. Broad Ave., #5; Albany, GA 31707 

6/15 -- Steven Webb: 260 Riverchase Dr.; Bainbridge, GA 39819 

6/17 – Charles Cravey: 6500 Clito Rd.; Statesboro, GA 30461 

6/17 – Heyward Hiers: PO Box 187; Berlin, GA 31722 

6/18 – Leland Collins: 130 Surrey Place; Perry, GA 31069 

6/19 – R. Randall Ray: 801 Moore Dr.; Americus, GA 31709 

6/20—Glen Hancock: PO Box 356; Helena, GA 31037 

6/20 – Saunders Pinckard: PO Box 6555; Americus, GA 31709 

6/20 – Jim Rush: 26 Jameswood Ave.; Savannah, GA 31406 

6/21 – Lonzie Wester: 2616 Winchester Rd.; Waycross, GA 31501 

6/23 – Sue Diebolt: PO Box 67; Perkins, GA 30822 

6/24 – Doug Harvey: 5109 River Rd.; Jakin, GA 39861 

6/24 – Jack Knight: 255 Cross Country Chase; Stokesdale, NC 27357 

6/25 – Russ Elkins: 104 Oak Dr.; Adel, GA 31620 

6/25 – Jim Emery: 3855 Dennis Creek Rd.; Talbotton, GA 31827 

6/25 – Grable Page, Jr.: 2823 W. Royal Oaks Dr.; Beaufort, SC 29902 

6/26 – C. Graton Helms: PO Box 4476; Eastman, GA 31023 

6/27 – Bill Strickland: PO Box 355; Portal, GA 30450 

6/28 – Ethan Strom: 384 Midnight Cypress Dr.; Winter Haven, FL 33881 

6/30 – Roy Dial, III: 3015 Chadbourne Trail; Alpharetta, GA 30004 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 5/23/2016 edition 

New Start for Moving Pastors Meeting – May 25 

The New Start for Moving Pastors meeting will be Wednesday, May 25 from 10:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. 

in the Fellowship Hall at Riverside UMC (735 Pierce Ave., Macon, Ga. 31204). Lunch will be provided. 

If you are a pastor moving this year, please let your district office know if you will be able to attend. 

2016 Annual Conference Session – June 8-11 

The 2016 Annual Conference Session is set for June 8-11 in Tifton, Ga. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/annualconference for details. 

http://www.sgaumc.org/annualconference


 
 

South Georgia Annual Conference Retiree Luncheon – June 9 

Retired clergy of the South Georgia Annual Conference are invited to a Retiree Luncheon during the 

2016 Annual Conference session in Tifton. The luncheon is sponsored by Young Harris College and the 

South Georgia Eagles. It will begin at noon on Thursday, June 9 and will be held in the University of 

Georgia Tifton Campus Conference Center’s Banquet Room D. Cathy Cox, President of Young Harris 

College, will be the guest speaker, and retiring clergy at 2016 session will be recognized. The menu will 

consist of: smothered chicken, twice-baked potatoes, squash casserole, steamed broccoli, rolls, drinks 

(sweet and unsweet tea, water and coffee), and dessert (peach cobbler OR chocolate layer cake). 

Register by sending a check, payable to “South Georgia Eagles,” for $15, to Rev. Grover Bell, 333 E 

53rd Street, Savannah, GA 31405, by May 26. 

Clergy Women’s Luncheon – June 9 

The South Georgia United Methodist Women are hosting a Clergy Women’s Luncheon during the 2016 

Annual Conference session. The luncheon is set for noon on Thursday, June 9 in Ballroom C at the 

University of Georgia Tifton Campus Conference Center in Tifton. The UMW are celebrating the 60th 

anniversary of the ordination of clergy women. The guest speaker for the event is Rev. Shirley Woodie 

from the Alabama-West Florida Conference. The theme for the luncheon is “Let the Force (God) Be 

With You,” and the UMW leadership team, to show their support for women clergy, will be wearing t-

shirts that day displaying the theme. Contact UMW president Mary Exley at 

exleyandexley105@gmail.com for more information. 

Clergy Spouses Luncheon – June 10 

The Clergy Spouses Luncheon honoring Mrs. Rose King will be held on Friday, June 10 at the 

University of Georgia Tifton Campus Conference Center in Tifton. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/clergyspouses for more information and to register. 

Wesley Glen Day – June 19 

Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special offering to support the ministry 

of Wesley Glen. To learn more about Wesley Glen and its great ministry, visit 

www.wesleyglenministries.com.  

Join in the WONDER this summer at the 2016 Camp Connect Summer Camps! Camp Connect 

Summer Camps run weekly June 13 through July 22 for middle school and elementary school students. 

Elementary Camps are intended for rising fourth through sixth graders while Mid High Camps are 

intended for rising sixth- through ninth-grade students. All camps are filled with a week’s worth of fun 

activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and fellowship. 

Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, art, games, boat rides, marsh hikes, hilarious morning shows and 

evenings of worship. All camps are held at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/campconnect for camp dates, registration, and more information. 

Golden Cross Sunday – July 3 

The South Georgia Conference has designated the second Sunday of July to be the Sunday to receive a 

mailto:exleyandexley105@gmail.com
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special offering for Golden Cross. Each church is asked to observe Golden Cross Sunday to receive an 

offering and send it to the conference treasurer. Golden Cross began in 1908 with the commitment of 

Methodists in Dallas, Texas to provide the first health care to persons who could not afford it. They 

began to receive offerings for the expenses of the poor patients at Methodist Hospital in that city. By 

1930, the concept was officially adopted throughout the predecessor denominations of The United 

Methodist Church. Today Golden Cross is a ministry that reaches out in love to the laity in our Annual 

Conference who are experiencing financial difficulty due to excessive medical expenses. Through 

Golden Cross, United Methodists care for members of our local churches in time of emotional stress and 

financial need. 

2016 Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference – July 13-15 

The 2016 Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference will be held July 13 through July 15 at Lake 

Junaluska, NC.  

Mission u – July 14-17 

The 2016 Mission u is set for July 14-17 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/umw for more information.  

Albany First UMC Celebrates 175 Years: "Celebrate" Service with Rev. Mike McAfee – Aug. 14  

This year marks the 175th year of Albany First United Methodist Church in downtown Albany. To 

commemorate the anniversary, the church has planned four Unified Services, featuring guest speakers 

and followed by a covered dish meal. The Unified Services have unique themes and the services start at 

10:30 a.m. in the church’s sanctuary. The remaining series services include Aug. 14: “Engage” with 

Rev. Cindy Autry and Dec. 4: “Anticipate” with Dr. John Horton. Contact Beth O’Brien for more 

information at bethrobrien@gmail.com. Albany First UMC is located at 307 Flint Ave., Albany, Ga. 

 

Scripture Readings – May 23 

May 29 

Second Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Kings 18:20-39 

Psalm 96 

Galatians 1:1-12 

Luke 7:1-10 

June 5 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Kings 17:8-24 

Psalm 146 (UMH 858) 

Galatians 1:11-24 

Luke 7:11-17 

http://www.sgaumc.org/umw
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June 12 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Kings 21:1-21a 

Psalm 5:1-8 (UMH 742) 

Galatians 2:15-21 

Luke 7:36-8:3 

 

MAYBE SO … 

Dear Editor, 

Rev. Mostly Wright, our pastor here at Utmost United Methodist Church, made a bold move. He did not 

preach a “Mother’s Day,” sermon, there were no hymns or scriptures relating to mothers included in the 

service, nor were there flowers for mothers. 

Rev. Wright did have a prayer for motherhood. He thanked God for all mothers, both natural and 

adoptive. He thanked God for our own mothers. He also prayed for those whose motherhood was cut 

short or could not have a child. 

After the service, several people asked him why he had such a bare bones Mother’s Day service. 

“Mother’s Day is not a part of the liturgical calendar,” he said. “Hallmark has hijacked the second 

Sunday in May. Motherhood is an important issue. But to turn it into a holy day distorts worship and 

ministry.”  

Barry Tone, our music minister said, “Rev. Wright makes an important point. We are here to worship 

God. While we are called to honor our mothers, we do not worship them.” 

Mr. I. C. Clearly said, “Mother’s Day celebration here had crowded out worship. Recognizing categories 

of mothers, giving out flowers, and announcements had crowded out our worship of God.” 

Still, some folks were unhappy.  

Until next time… 

Homer Heardmore 

Rhodes Crossing, Ga. 

 


