
 
 

 

 

SOUTH GEORGIA ADVOCATE – JUNE 6 EDITION  

 

Annual Conference session just two days away 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

The 150th session of the South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church will convene June 

8 through June 11 at the University of Georgia Tifton Campus Conference Center in Tifton, Ga.  

The conference theme of “Testify and Multiply,” based on Acts 2:40-41 (NRSV), lends itself to the 

celebration of good news, and attendees will be led in moments of inspiration and reflection around 

significant moments in mission and ministry throughout South Georgia’s 150 years as an annual 

conference. 

The 2016 Annual Conference session will also mark Rose and Bishop James King’s final Annual 

Conference session in South Georgia before they enter retirement. 

“Both of these are significant moments in the life of our conference,” said Dr. Jay Harris, Conference 

Secretary. “The view of our history that Rev. Dave Hanson will show us, reviewing the eight years of 

Bishop King’s ministry, and the theme – Testify and Multiply – there’s synergy between those three 

things that will help deepen our experience together.”  

The 2016 Annual Conference session will begin on Wednesday afternoon, June 8, with the session’s 

first business session, during which the Conference will hear a report from the General Conference 

delegation. Bishop James King will preach during the evening’s worship service, and a special offering 

will be received to welcome the General Board of Global Ministries to its new home in Atlanta.  

The Annual Conference session will continue Thursday morning, June 9, with separate laity and clergy 

sessions, two business sessions, and a memorial service for deceased clergy and clergy spouses. The 

evening will conclude with a special evening of entertainment honoring Mrs. Rose King and Bishop 

King featuring singer and songwriter Buddy Greene in concert. A reception, sponsored by the United 

Methodist Connectional Federal Credit Union, will follow. 

On Friday morning, June 10, the Conference will recognize and celebrate retiring clergy. Each retiree 

will have a moment to address the Annual Conference. During the day’s afternoon plenary session the 



 
 

Conference will engage in a panel discussion focusing on fruitfulness in evangelism. The evening will 

be free. 

The 2016 Annual Conference session will close on Saturday morning, June 11, following an 

Ordination/Commissioning Service, a plenary session, and the traditional “fixing of the pastoral 

appointments” for the coming year by Bishop King. 

The 2016 Annual Conference leadership includes Rev. Dr. Winston Worrell, Director of World 

Methodist Evangelism Institute; Rev. Dr. Laceye Warner, Associate Professor of the Practice of 

Evangelism and Methodist Studies at Duke Divinity School; and Rev. Dr. Michael McQueen, senior 

pastor of St. James United Methodist Church in Alpharetta, Ga., all who will present the Annual 

Conference session’s teaching moments; Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett, episcopal leader of the North 

Alabama Episcopal Area, who will preach at the Ordination/Commissioning Service; and Rev. Don 

Adams, senior pastor of Albany First United Methodist Church, who will preach at the Memorial 

Service. 

“Hopefully we will leave with greater passion for making disciples of Jesus Christ and we’ll be able to 

go back to our local churches and, as South Georgia United Methodists, we will feel a renewed sense of 

calling to disciple making,” Dr. Harris said.  

The Special Offering for the 2016 South Georgia Annual Conference will be used to welcome the 

General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM) to Georgia. The offering will support the agency’s 

ministries and mission efforts. 

Throughout the Annual Conference session, attendees are encouraged to donate items to the ministries 

and agencies of the South Georgia Annual Conference. Each of the agencies listed below will have a 

collection box in the lobby at Annual Conference. They have selected items that will help them in their 

day-to-day operation.  

 Magnolia Manor: large print word search/crossword puzzles, adult coloring books, 

crayons/colored pencils, classic movie/TV show DVDs (Ex: Andy Griffith, Leave it to Beaver, 

Gunsmoke) 

 Methodist Home: school supplies, hygiene items 

 Open Door: travel-size toiletries, white washcloths 

 Vashti: $5 gift cards from McDonalds 

 Wesley Community Centers: baby wipes 

 Wesley Glen: flushable wipes, pocket tissues 

All conference business and worship services will be held in the University of Georgia Tifton Campus 

Conference Center in Tifton. 

Those not able to attend will still be able to keep up with everything that happens. All worship services 

and business session will be streamed live online at www.sgaumc.org.  

http://www.sgaumc.org/


 
 

For more information about the 2016 South Georgia Annual Conference Session, visit 

www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.  

Below is an overview of the 2016 schedule. Download a detailed agenda at www.sgaumc.org/ageda.  

Wednesday, June 8, 2016 

10:00 AM              Registration Begins 

  2:00 PM              First Plenary Session 

  5:00 PM              Dinner Break 

  7:00 PM              Opening Worship Service 

Thursday, June 9, 2016 

   8:00 AM             Registration Reopens 

   8:30 AM             Laity Session 

   8:30 AM             Clergy Session in Ballroom 

10:00 AM              Plenary Session 

12:00 PM              Lunch Break 

  2:00 PM              Memorial Service 

  5:00 PM              Dinner Break 

  7:00 PM              Evening of Entertainment Honoring Bishop James and Mrs. Rose King 

                              Reception to Follow 

Friday, June 10, 2016 

   8:30 AM               Plenary Session 

11:00 AM                Retiree Recognition 

12:00 PM                Lunch Break 

  2:00 PM                Plenary Session 

  5:00 PM                Dinner Break 

                                FREE NIGHT 

http://www.sgaumc.org/annualconference
http://www.sgaumc.org/ageda


 
 

Saturday, June 11, 2016 

   9:00 AM                Ordination/Commissioning 

10:30 AM                 Plenary Business Session 

11:30 AM                 Fixing the Appointments/Sending Forth                                                                

12:00 PM                 Adjourn 

 

Annual Conference materials available for download 

All documents for the 2016 Annual Conference Session are online and available for download and 

printing, if desired, at www.sgaumc.org/acdocs. You will need these documents as business is 

conducted. Please note that no copies of these documents will be available at Annual Conference.  

Book of Recommendations and Reports 

Click here for various options to download, print or order the Book of Recommendations and Reports. 

Additional Documents 

Recommended to view before arriving in Tifton: 

Full Nominations Report  

Standing Rules Changes 

2017 Comprehensive Benefit Funding Plan Summary 

Resolution of Discontinuing Local Churches  

Loads of Love Brochure 

Recommended to print out or download before arriving in Tifton (in addition to the Book of 

Recommendations and Reports): 

Updated CFA Report 

Abridged Nominations Report 

Other documents distributed during Conference  

Worship & Program Book (a printed copy of the worship and program book will be available at 

registration) 

http://www.sgaumc.org/acdocs
http://www.sgaumc.org/bookofrecommendationsreports
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/2016%20Conference%20Leadership%20-%20Full%20Version.pdf
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/2016%20Standing%20Rules%20Changes.pdf
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/2017%20South%20Georgia%20CBFP%20Summary%20for%20Journal.pdf
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/Resolution%20for%20Discontinuing%20Local%20Churches.pdf
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/Loads%20of%20Love.pdf
http://www.sgaumc.org/!xqM4JZ4CFyMZvQI2ys60wNaMCPRmPhBYtivxSh3JEtK
http://www.sgaumc.org/!xqM4JZ4CFyMZvQI2ys60wNaMCPRmPhBYtivxSh3JEtK
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/Updated%202016%20CFA%20Report%20.pdf
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/2016%20Abridged%20Nominations%20Report.pdf
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/2016AnnualConferenceWorshipBook.pdf


 
 

Pocket Agenda 

Book of Remembrance (given to the families of the clergy and clergy spouses being remembered at the 

Memorial Service) 

 

Live stream of Annual Conference session begins June 8 

Those who are not able to attend the 2016 South Georgia Annual Conference session may watch the 

conference in its entirety via live stream at www.sgaumc.org/aclivestreaming.  

The live stream link will be available through the Annual Conference session’s duration, beginning at 2 

p.m. on Wednesday, June 8 through the Fixing of Appointments/Sending Forth Service on Saturday, 

June 11. Those with internet access can experience events, worship services, and plenary sessions as if 

they were attending in person.  

To watch the live stream, visit www.sgaumc.com/aclivestreaming. A schedule will be listed below the 

video window. Note: All times are approximate. 

Here are a few tips to make watching the stream easier: 

Get started: Once you go to www.sgaumc.com/aclivestreaming, look for the blue arrow in the middle 

of the video window and the word LIVE in the lower right corner. It may take a couple of seconds for 

them to appear. When they do, simply click the arrow and the stream will begin shortly. 

No stream: If the words OFF AIR appear in the lower right corner, no arrow will appear because 

streaming is not occurring at that time. Check the schedule below the window to confirm anticipated 

streaming times. If the schedule indicates streaming should be in progress, simply wait a few minutes 

and try again. 

Full screen: If you would like to make the picture fill your screen, simply hover your mouse just above 

the word LIVE in the lower right corner and click the up/down arrow symbol. To reduce the picture size, 

move your mouse to the right hand corner of your screen, the arrows will appear and click again, or 

press the “Esc” button on your keyboard. 

Finish: When you’re ready to stop watching the stream, move your mouse to the left corner of the video 

window and click on the pause symbol (the parallel bars) or simply close your browser window.  

 

Multimedia at Annual Conference 

http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/2016Agenda.pdf
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/2016BookOfRemembrance.pdf
http://www.sgaumc.org/aclivestreaming
http://www.sgaumc.com/aclivestreaming
http://www.sgaumc.com/aclivestreaming
http://www.sgaumc.com/aclivestreaming


 
 

Live Stream 

Those who are not able to attend the 2016 South Georgia Annual Conference session can watch the 

conference in its entirety via live stream at www.sgaumc.org/aclivestreaming.  

The live stream link will be available through the Annual Conference session’s duration, beginning at 2 

p.m. on Wednesday, June 8 through the Fixing of Appointments/Sending Forth Service on Saturday, 

June 11. Those with internet access can experience events, worship services, and plenary sessions as if 

they were attending in person. 

Social Media 

Follow the action of the conference  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/sgaumc 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/sgaumc - #sgaumc 

Use #sgaumc to join the Twitter conversation and to tag your Instagram photos. 

 

Stay connected throughout Annual Conference at www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.    

 

Get the App 

Navigate the conference website easier by downloading the free SGAUMC app! Available for iPhones, 

iPads and Droid mobile devices. Click here for more information and to download. 

Wrap-up 

A daily wrap-up will be posted at the end of each day on the conference website, 

www.sgaumc.org/annualconference. The 2016-2017 appointment book will be available on Saturday 

afternoon after adjournment. A bulletin insert will also be made available for you to use in your local 

church to share the happenings of the Annual Conference session. 

 

Musician Buddy Greene to perform free concert honoring Kings during Annual 

Conference 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

On Thursday evening, June 9, musician Buddy Greene, best known for co-writing the Christmas 

favorite, “Mary, Did You Know?” and for touring with gospel greats Gloria and Bill Gaither, will 

perform a live concert at 7 p.m. at the University of Georgia Tifton Campus Conference Center. This 

free event is open to the surrounding community and all are encouraged and welcome to attend. 

The “Evening of Entertainment” will be held during the South Georgia Conference of The United 

Methodist Church’s Annual Conference session and will honor its episcopal leader, Bishop James King 

http://www.sgaumc.org/aclivestreaming
http://www.facebook.com/sgaumc
http://www.twitter.com/sgaumc
http://www.sgaumc.org/annualconference
http://www.sgaumc.org/app
http://www.sgaumc.org/annualconference


 
 

and his wife, Mrs. Rose King, for their eight years of ministry with and to the South Georgia Annual 

Conference. The 2016 Annual Conference session will be their final before retirement.  

“Bishop King loves music, especially instrumental music, so we are excited to honor him in such an 

appropriate way,” said Dr. Jane Kimbrel, Annual Conference Worship Committee Chair. “The concert 

will provide an opportunity for the Conference to show support and appreciation to Bishop and Mrs. 

King for their ministry among us, and to enjoy an evening of entertaining music.” 

Born and raised in Macon, Ga., Greene brings a wide variety of southern Americana influences to his 

music to create a unique hybrid of country, bluegrass, folk, gospel and traditional blues music. In 

addition to his solid reputation as a singer-songwriter and guitarist, Greene has established himself as 

one of Nashville's finest harmonica stylists. His live concerts are equal parts hymn sing, jam session, 

revival, and journey through his own musical history. 

In 1991, Greene collaborated with Mark Lowry to write “Mary, Did You Know?,” which quickly 

became a modern-day Christmas standard, recorded by many of today’s top recording artists, including 

Pentatonix, Clay Aiken, Kathy Mattea, Kenny Rogers and Wynonna Judd, Natalie Cole, Glen Campbell, 

and Kathleen Battle, to name a few. 

“Buddy has said that he always loves playing in his home state, and is excited to be able to spend some 

time with the South Georgia Annual Conference,” Dr. Kimbrel said. 

A reception for Bishop and Mrs. King will follow the concert. 

 

Annual Conference Special Offering to benefit GBGM, welcome agency to Georgia 

Each year, the Annual Conference Special Offering is gathered and used to advance the good news of 

Jesus Christ. This year the offering will be used to welcome the General Board of Global Ministries 

(GBGM) to Georgia. The offering will support the agency’s ministries and mission efforts.  

Located in New York City for 200 years, GBGM will move to Atlanta this fall. The move is a pivotal 

moment in the life of Global Ministries and the people they serve, and will be a catalyst for envisioning 

new ways to connect the church in mission. 

Global Ministries’ new home in Atlanta will provide an important new setting from which their work 

and partnerships can flourish across Georgia, as well as the world. With a programmatic scope 

encompassing the world’s major global health and social challenges, Global Ministries brings a global 

perspective to its work in Georgia. 

“I have had the privilege of representing South Georgia on the Board of Directors for Global Ministries 

for four years, and I have seen firsthand the tremendous impact The UMC has, both domestically and 

abroad, in sharing the gospel, kingdom building, and meeting basic needs,” said Allison Lindsey, 



 
 

Associate Director of Connectional Ministries. “Our South Georgia churches continue to support Global 

Ministries through missionary support, gifts through The Advance, and donations to UMCOR 

surrounding disaster events. This offering is a wonderful way to say ‘welcome,’ affirm their work, and 

convey our excitement in having their U.S. Regional Office located here in the Peach State.”  

The General Board of Global Ministries is the global mission agency of The United Methodist Church, 

its annual conferences, missionary conferences, and local congregations, and supports 340 missionaries 

in 60 countries, including approximately 20 missionaries currently working in Georgia and five 

surrounding states. A well-known part of Global Ministries, the United Methodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR) is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to alleviating human suffering and providing 

humanitarian relief in the United States and around the world. 

“One new programming dynamic that I am most excited about involves Global Ministries’ goal of 

engaging with at least 10,000 churches in the United States over the next four years,” Lindsey said. “The 

Global Health Unit will organize and lead a series of events from Global Ministries’ Atlanta offices in 

the new Center for Mission Innovation. With Georgia partners like the Center for Disease Control and 

Emory, these events will highlight exceptional, innovative models of mission in which we learn from 

each other. Churches in South Georgia will have such great access to these events and resources with 

Global Ministries in our backyard.” 

For more detailed information, visit www.sgaumc.org/specialoffering.  

To watch a video highlighting the General Board of Global Ministries’ health and wellness initiatives, 

click here. 

 

Annual Conference Mission Emphasis 

Agencies within the bounds of our Annual Conference are changing lives and are the hands and feet of 

Jesus Christ as they help to meet the most basic of needs. Each of the agencies listed below will have a 

collection box in the lobby at the 2016 Annual Conference session. They have selected an item that will 

help them in their day-to-day operations. So choose one or choose several and let’s help fill up their 

boxes!  

 Magnolia Manor: large print word search/crosswords, adult coloring books, crayons/colored 

pencils, Classic movie/TV show DVDs 

 Methodist Home: school supplies, hygiene items 

 Open Door: travel size toiletries, white washcloths 

 Vashti: $5 gift cards to McDonalds 

http://www.sgaumc.org/specialoffering
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gt02b5Mc2YM


 
 

 Wesley Community Centers: Baby wipes 

 Wesley Glen: Flushable wipes, pocket tissues  

 

Annual Conference Banquets and Special Events 

Below are special events coordinated by various groups in our conference.  

 

Gathering for Families of Deceased Clergy and Clergy Spouses 
On Thursday afternoon at 1 p.m., prior to the Memorial Service, you are invited to greet the families of 

deceased clergy and clergy spouses in Room 14 at the Conference Center. 

 

Methodist Children’s Home BBQ 
The Methodist Children’s Home invites all clergy and lay members and guests for a complimentary 

dinner at the Conference Center on Thursday evening at 5 p.m. in Ballrooms A, B, C, & D. 

 

Reception for Bishop James and Mrs. Rose King Sponsored by the UM Connectional Federal 

Credit Union 
On Thursday evening immediately following the concert by Buddy Greene, you are invited to join us for 

a special reception in Ballrooms A & D at the Conference Center honoring the eight years of Episcopal 

leadership of Bishop James R. King, Jr. This reception is being sponsored by the United Methodist 

Connectional Federal Credit Union.  

 

Lunch at ABAC Dining Hall - Thursday and Friday 
Lunch will be available at the ABAC Dining Hall on Thursday, June 9 and Friday, June 10 at noon. Cost 

is $7/day, and tickets are available for purchase at the Information Table. A menu will also be available 

to view at the Information Table. You will need to purchase tickets prior to arriving at the Dining Hall. 

Transportation is provided. Meet the buses immediately following adjournment at the circle drive 

outside of the Conference Center. 

 

Special Meals on Thursday, June 9 

Good News Fellowship    7 a.m. Grace UMC 

Candler   7:30 a.m.  Conference Center, Room 6/7 

Eagles & Young Harris College 12:00 noon  Conference Center, Ballroom D 

UMW Celebration of Clergy Women     12:00 noon Conference Center, Ballroom C 

Local Pastor & Associate Member Fellowship 12:00 noon  Conference Center, Room 6/7 

Congregational Development Reception    5:45 p.m. Conference Center, Room 6 

 

Special Meals on Friday, June 10 

Duke Divinity     7:00 a.m. Dave’s Bread & Coffee House 



 
 

Extension Ministers   7:00 a.m.   Conference Center, Room 6/7 

Clergy Spouses  12:00 noon   Conference Center, Ballroom D 

Educational Opportunities Tours   12:00 noon  Conference Center, Room 6/7 

Foundry               12:00 noon  Conference Center, Ballroom C 

Black Methodists for Church Renewal 6:00 p.m. Conference Center, Ballroom D 

Asbury 6:00 p.m. Trinity UMC 

 

Summary of ministry in South Georgia 

FROM THE BISHOP 

JAMES R. KING, JR. 

Hello, beautiful people of South Georgia!  

Every four years each bishop in the Southeastern Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church is asked 

to give a report to the Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference summarizing ministry in the area they 

served. Below is my report:   

SOUTH GEORGIA AREA REPORT 

Bishop James R. King, Jr. 

Over the past eight years, I have had the blessing of working together with the Beautiful People of South 

Georgia. Our emphasis has been growing a Christlike world through disciple-making.  

During several yearly Disciple Covenant Conferences, teams from our local churches gathered together 

to develop Disciple Plans based on the Ten Timeless Values. 

In 2014 we reduced the number of districts from nine to six. Each district was subdivided into eight 

geographical clusters. In the midst of a structural change we made a concerted effort to sharpen and 

strengthen our focus on discipleship.  

A significant part of our story as a conference is in the leadership given by some of our cutting-edge 

churches. Harvest Church, started just 15 years ago, now averages more than 2,800 a weekend. Gateway 

Community, started 10 years ago, now averages more than 600 in worship attendance. The Ridge, in its 

third year, averages 370 in worship and is already self-sustaining. Grace Corner is helping unchurched 

people discover church in new ways through ministries like Grace Corner Café and “God on Tap.” A 

number of churches across our conference are redeeming souls as well as churches. The Chapel, for 

example, averages more than 1,200 a weekend. In addition to being a vital congregation it has identified 

new satellites and recently birthed a new congregation. 

On the mission front, we continue to find new ways to reach those beyond our conference and our 

country. There is also renewed focus on Hispanic Ministries through realignment with Connectional 

Ministries and the creation of a new Hispanic Ministry Task Force Team. 



 
 

On the leadership development front, the Board of Ordained Ministry began a Young Clergy Academy. 

Young adults considering ministry are given the opportunity to “try on” ministry through a nine-month 

internship. 

To address our financial crisis, Project Turnaround was created and we have now turned the corner. As a 

young episcopal area we were not able to break ground on our first Conference Center but we are closer 

to our goal. 

As we continue to grow in South Georgia we are called to remember:  

God’s will for us is good. We must do the rest.  

Beautiful people, this ends my report. As you well know, annual conference begins soon, and I look 

forward to seeing you there. 

With love, 

Your Bishop,  

James R. King, Jr.   

 

Congregations raise more than $1,600 to help send students to camp 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

This summer, eight students from Ray City and Community United Methodist Churches will attend 

Camp Connect summer camps at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. It will be each student’s 

first time attending church camp, and through fundraisers, a lot of hard work, and the generous support 

of the congregations and communities, they’re able to go with little or no cost to them. 

Two fundraisers – a spaghetti supper and a chicken supper – were held to raise the money each youth 

needed to be able to attend camp, and between the two, more than $1,600 was given toward the cause. 

That’s nearly enough to cover the entire $300 registration fee for each of the eight campers, said Rev. 

Don Bridges, who pastors both churches. 

“Both churches made commitments to ensure that not a single student would not be able to go because 

of a lack of funds,” Rev. Bridges said. 

That commitment came with a lot of hard work, as parents and youth all pitched in to make the dinners 

successful. Adults cooked and students sold tickets and served the meals. 

Dining in the church fellowship hall, patrons were treated as if they were eating in a restaurant. One 

student greeted them as they entered, another led them to their table and seated them, another served 

their drinks, and another took their order and served their food.  



 
 

Knowing that they’re able to go to camp for the first time is exciting, says Holly Schools, whose 14-

year-old son, Caleb, will be attending camp for the first time this summer. 

“It almost made me want to cry to see everybody who came to support them. It was a great outpouring 

and we couldn’t have asked for any better support from our congregations.” 

Ray City and Community UMCs held their first confirmation classes this year and several people have 

been baptized, said Rev. Bridges. The youth group has become active and, when the idea of Camp 

Connect was introduced, several were immediately interested.  

“I’ve been to Epworth many times and have enjoyed my experiences, so I had a sense that the students 

would really enjoy the opportunity to experience the environment and the camps,” Rev. Bridges said. 

In the nine years Schools has attended Ray City UMC she can’t remember a group of students attending 

Connectional Ministries’ summer camp at Epworth By The Sea. As a group of parents and students, they 

decided camp was something they needed and wanted to experience. 

“The kids are so excited about going. It’s a new adventure. They’ve never been to church camp before 

and I think it’s going to help them grow spiritually, and that’s what we want,” Schools said. “We want 

them to do things that will lift them up and help them grow.” 

Helping campers grow closer to Christ is the main goal of Camp Connect. This summer’s camp theme, 

Wonder, will have students recognizing God’s handiwork throughout creation, in each of them, and 

everywhere they look. Camp days are filled with outdoor activities like the ropes course, boat rides, 

dock fishing, competitions, beach trips, and pool time. Campers come together each evening for worship 

and sharing among friends. These environments, away from the typical daily distractions, help each 

camper grow in his or her relationship with Christ. 

“We love to hear of our local churches putting such a high priority on summer camp,” said Suzanne 

Akins, Camp Connect’s camp director. “Sometimes it just takes a week away from normal schedules 

and distractions to really focus on their relationship with Christ, and to have the support of their parents 

and church friends, both in prayer and financially, makes the experience so much richer!” 

Camp Connect summer camps are available for rising fourth through rising ninth-grade students and run 

June 13 through July 22 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. Click here for more information 

about Camp Connect summer camps.   

 

The Consequences of Disobedience 

Summer Quarter: Toward a New Creation 

Unit 1: Judgment and Salvation 

http://www.sgaumc.org/campconnect
http://www.sgaumc.org/campconnect


 
 

Sunday school lesson for the week of June 12, 2016 

By Rev. V.L. Daughtery, Jr. 

Lesson Scripture: Zephaniah 3:6-8 

Background Scripture: Genesis 1:1 – 2:3; Zephaniah 3:1-8 

Introduction:  In a class of 5-year-olds, one was using crayons. “Van, what is your drawing?” asked the 

teacher. “I am painting a picture of God,” he responded. “But God is a spirit, and no one knows what 

God looks like,” said the instructor. “They will when I finish,” replied the confident lad.  

In the creation story of today’s lesson, there is a portrait of God. The outstanding features of God are his 

mouth and his eyes. By God’s mouth, everything is created. In God’s sight, the results are all good.  

Read aloud Genesis 1:1-23  

The first activity of God is to provide light. On the fourth day, sources of light are brought into 

existence. Variety and abundance are the results of omnipotent desire, design, and purpose. All is a 

symbol of God’s redemptive will on behalf of all he makes. 

Into paradise God introduces man and woman made in his own image. The creatures are to have 

dominion over what has been made. God has given to humans a share of his own authority. Humans are 

to be stewards of all God has brought into existence.  

On the seventh day, God rested. The Hebrew word for rested is “Shabbat.” From this word comes the 

name for the Christian’s day of rest. In the Jewish community, “Shabbat” begins at sunset on Friday and 

is observed until sunset on Saturday. These hours are consecrated to God in remembrance of God’s rest.  

Cycles of work and rest with worship on the Sabbath are God’s will for his creation. Interruption of this 

process causes abuse of stewardship of the world. Humans’ forgetting the Sabbath leads to a stagnation 

of the human image of God.  

Two children were discussing what they wanted to become as adults. One said, “I think I will be a 

clergyperson.” “Why?” asked the other. “It has been my observation ministers work three to four hours 

on Sunday. I like the hours.”  

To do God’s will require more than a few hours a week. Failure to rest and worship lead to negative 

consequences.  

Read aloud Zephaniah 3:1-8  

Failure in doing God’s will (3:1-5) 

The prophet Zephaniah gives an analysis of the city of Jerusalem in the middle of the seventh-century 

B.C. In no way does this metropolis resemble the garden created by God in Genesis.  



 
 

Zephaniah’s indictment describes a community: wicked, impure, unjust, and refusing to listen to any call 

of God. The ruling class in Jerusalem was indifferent to God. They take advantage of their fellow 

citizens. Charges include rebellion, pollution, oppression, being obstinate, and violation of trust, and 

irreligious. Even priests are guilty of sacrilege and not keeping the laws of God. Officials have become 

roaring lions, and judges are wolves on the prowl. Those who claim to be God’s prophets are 

extravagant and men without faith. The Lord entrusts persons with leadership in order to do his will.  

Persons in Jerusalem are living and leading contrary to God’s will.  

These horrible conditions are in contrast to the Lord who is present within the city. The Lord in his 

righteousness does no wrong. His control over nature is displayed with each day’s rising sun. God can 

be depended upon in all relationships with humans. Justice is administered in the mornings, and it never 

fails.  

Failure to respond to correction (3:6-7)  

God is not a visiting tourist to Jerusalem. He is within the city. Citizens of Jerusalem are reminded of 

what God has done to other nations. They have been cut off. Their fortifications are in ruin, and their 

streets are desolate. Surely Jerusalem and Judah will be moved to make corrections by this evidence of 

what has happened in other places. Instead the sinful deeds of Jerusalem became worse. The people will 

not learn from observance of others or from the prophet Zephaniah.  

An apocryphal story tells of a new minister called to a church who had proclaimed the same sermon 

from the same text for six Sundays. Church leaders met with the young clergyperson and asked if he 

could use a different Bible verse and a fresh sermon. “Indeed I can,” he responded. “When the 

congregation starts doing what my current message is requesting.” It is easier to look for a new message 

than to change.  

Not changing brings punishment (3:8)  

God has attempted in many ways to motivate the people of Jerusalem to change. Their refusal will bring 

about universal judgment. Judah and Jerusalem will share the fate of other nations who have become 

enemies of God. Divine judgment will be universal. There is finality to this “Day of the Lord.” 

Zephaniah’s plea should have brought an end to wickedness and brought recovery. Judgment will bring 

an end to Judah, Jerusalem, and all in rebellion against God.  

Reflections to be discussed from Zephaniah 3:1-8  

a. For every word about sin, punishment, and disobedience there should be five words about the 

love of God.  We are to repent and love with a stronger encouragement than sins’ destructive 

power. 

b. What are some of the actions surrounding us we feel are displeasing to God?  

 

Rev. V.L. Daughtery, Jr. is a retired South Georgia pastor. Contact him at vl_daughteryjr@mchsi.com.  
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You’re more creative than you think!  

LEADERSHIP REALLY MATTERS 

ANNE BOSARGE 

REV. JAY HANSON 

God is creative. 

I don’t think any of us would argue with this statement. As a matter of fact, the very first thing we read 

in the Bible is a narrative of God’s creativity – how He created something from nothing and called the 

world into being with nothing more than His Words and His breath!  

And did you know God’s creating wasn’t finished? Thousands of years later, God told Isaiah that He is 

continuing to create… 

For I am about to do something new. See, I have already begun! Do you not see it? - Isaiah 

43:19 

God was creating new opportunities for the people of Israel to renew their faith and come to a 

relationship with Him. Have you ever thought that God is continuing His creative work today? New 

opportunities, new knowledge, new ideas, new relationships, and new ways for us to come to know Him 

more fully. God is the ultimate, eternal creator!  

You are creative. 

How do you feel when you read that statement? Do you agree? Do you want to argue? Do you feel that 

statement is true for everyone except you?  

So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He 

created them. – Genesis 1:27  

We are created in God’s image, which means we all have the God-given ability to create. He placed 

within each of us the ability to innovate, problem solve, make new things, and revive old things. As a 

reflection of God’s character here on earth, we were meant to create. Many people who don’t see 

themselves as creative people often have a limited, skewed view of what it means to be creative. They 

assume because they’re not artistically or musically talented, they are not creative. Let’s look at the 

definition of the word, “create.” 

Create: to cause to come into being; to evolve from one’s own thought or imagination; to cause 

to happen, bring about or arrange 

So, in light of this definition, when was the last time you were creative? Let me help you think about this 

question another way.  

When was the last time you … 



 
 

 had a new idea?  

 solved a problem?  

 executed a plan?  

 revised and improved a program?  

 designed a ministry?  

 offered an opportunity?  

 communicated truth in a new way?  

 developed a new relationship?  

 

Do you see how creative you really are? God has put within each of us the ability to create environments 

where others can encounter Him and fall in love with His Son. Some of us create those environments 

with words, others create systems for people to plug into, and still others create relational ties with 

others so they can begin to trust. What are you creating within your church and ministry setting? What 

innovative thoughts, ideas, and solutions are you bringing into being? You were created to be creative! 

So go reflect God’s character and create!   

Jay Hanson, Lead Pastor, and Anne Bosarge, Director of Discipleship, serve at The Chapel in 

Brunswick. They love sharing about the ways God is moving in their church. Contact them at 

jay@thechapelbrunswick.com and anne@thechapelbrunswick.com for more information.  

 

From a visitor’s perspective 

By Dr. Nita Crump, Southwest District Superintendent* 

One of the responsibilities of the Superintendent’s job is visiting churches on Sunday mornings. Jackson 

and I have visited approximately three-quarters of the churches in the Southwest district and will 

continue working toward our goal of worshipping with every church in the district. 

There are many things that I notice as we worship with the congregations throughout the district. I’m 

going to make several suggestions that perhaps will help some of you as you consider your morning 

worship service.  

Please consider your bulletins from a visitor’s perspective. If I’ve never attended a United Methodist 

worship service, I won’t know the words to the doxology and maybe I won’t even know the words to the 

Lord’s Prayer or the Apostles’ Creed. Consider putting those words in the text of your order of worship 

so that visitors don’t feel left out during these aspects of worship. Also, remember that visitors don’t 

know where regular activities are held in the church and how to be included in those activities. Find a 

way to include locations within the church building and contact info for the folks responsible for the 

activities within the announcement itself so that visitors can have all the info they need handy. 

mailto:jay@thechapelbrunswick.com
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Please consider where your greeters are located. If your greeters are located inside the doors, new 

people might not feel comfortable walking inside the door and may walk away instead. Have your 

greeters well outside the doors for every entrance. As they recognize new people, have them walk the 

new person(s) inside the door, help the new folks find a bulletin, and help them find a seat. Have your 

greeters introduce new people to folks around them so that they’re not strangers anymore. 

Please consider the worship service. Do you give clear instructions as to what people are supposed to 

do during a worship activity? Or do you assume they know what to do? If you have a visitor or visitors, 

they won’t know what the usual routine is and may feel uncomfortable as they look around the room to 

see what to do. For example, if you sing with the words on a screen, at the opening song or hymn, tell 

folks that the words will be on the screen. Give detailed instructions. Your regular folks won’t listen 

anyway because they’ve heard it before and the visitors will appreciate the little extra assist. 

Please consider your sermon. Many people no longer grow up going to church, so they don’t know 

scriptural references. If you refer to the story of Noah, they may only know that reference by the recent 

and disastrous movie with Russell Crowe. Spend an extra few seconds filling in the details that you want 

folks to remember about the story of Noah so that everyone is on the same page. The same goes for 

regular church events that you might include in a sermon. Don’t just refer to singing the doxology, 

spend a couple of sentences explaining why we do that. 

And, finally, never, never, never assume that someone else has greeted a visitor. Everyone in the 

service should greet visitors. You would be amazed at how many times Jackson and I have visited 

churches and not had a single person speak to us until the pastor introduced me as the District 

Superintendent. I’ve even had people walk up to me after the service and say, “If I’d known you were 

the DS, I’d have spoken to you.” What do you think that tells me about the future of a congregation that 

has folks who behave like that? Trust me, if I were a first-time visitor and spent a worship service being 

ignored by all but the pastor, I’d never go back.  

Our job is to reach out in the name of Jesus Christ. We need to pray for visitors, invite everyone we 

meet on a daily basis to church, and then be prepared when God answers our prayers and folks show up 

to visit! 

This column was originally written for and published in the Southwest District’s May newsletter. 

 

John Wesley visits General Conference 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 

DAVE HANSON 



 
 

General Conference of The United Methodist Church met recently for 10 days in Portland, Ore. 

Someone asked me what I thought John Wesley would say about the Conference. I know exactly what 

John Wesley said about another Conference held in 1764. 

He wrote in his journal: 

“I spent some hours at the General Assembly, composed of about a hundred and fifty ministers. I was 

surprised to find, one, that anyone was admitted, even lads 12 or 14 years old; two, that the chief 

speakers were lawyers, six or seven on one side only; three, that a single question took up the whole 

time, which when I went away, seemed to be as far from a conclusion as ever, namely, “Shall Mr. 

Lindsay be removed to Kilmarnock parish or not?’ The argument for it was, ‘He has a large family, and 

this living is twice as good as his own.’ The argument against it was, ‘The people are resolved not to 

hear him, and will leave the kirk if he comes.’ If then the real point in view had been, as their law 

directs, majus bonum Ecclesiae (The greater benefit of the Church), instead of taking up five hours, the 

debate might have been determined in five minutes.” 

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – June 2016 

6/02 – Jan Durham: 103 Willeford Dr.; Savannah, GA 31411 
6/06 – Raymond Wilder, Jr.: 802 Moore Dr.; Americus, GA 31709 
6/07 – Bob Williams: PO Box 665; Dublin, GA 31040 
6/09 – John Clements: 468 Edwards Creek Rd.; Alamo, GA 30411 
6/09 – Whit Kirkland: 551 Kirkland Dr.; Byron, GA 31008 
6/09 – Sylvia Ross: 2000 Cambridge Ave. #331; Wyomissing, PA 19610 
6/10 – John Horton: 295 Lakeridge Ct.; Macon, GA 31211 
6/10 – Bill Huddle: 5310 Winding Lakes Dr.; Cumming, GA 30028 
6/10 – Charles Smith, Jr.: 4102 Serendipity Ct.; Martinez, GA 30907 
6/14 – Eul Kim: 4320 Jackson St.; Riverside, CA 92503 
6/15 – Mira Barrett: 433 Paul St.; Portal, GA 30450 
6/15 – Paul Dupree: 2050 W. Broad Ave., #5; Albany, GA 31707 
6/15 -- Steven Webb: 260 Riverchase Dr.; Bainbridge, GA 39819 
6/17 – Charles Cravey: 6500 Clito Rd.; Statesboro, GA 30461 
6/17 – Heyward Hiers: PO Box 187; Berlin, GA 31722 
6/18 – Leland Collins: 130 Surrey Place; Perry, GA 31069 
6/19 – R. Randall Ray: 801 Moore Dr.; Americus, GA 31709 
6/20—Glen Hancock: PO Box 356; Helena, GA 31037 
6/20 – Saunders Pinckard: PO Box 6555; Americus, GA 31709 
6/20 – Jim Rush: 26 Jameswood Ave.; Savannah, GA 31406 
6/21 – Lonzie Wester: 2616 Winchester Rd.; Waycross, GA 31501 
6/23 – Sue Diebolt: PO Box 67; Perkins, GA 30822 
6/24 – Doug Harvey: 5109 River Rd.; Jakin, GA 39861 



 
 

6/24 – Jack Knight: 255 Cross Country Chase; Stokesdale, NC 27357 
6/25 – Russ Elkins: 104 Oak Dr.; Adel, GA 31620 
6/25 – Jim Emery: 3855 Dennis Creek Rd.; Talbotton, GA 31827 
6/25 – Grable Page, Jr.: 2823 W. Royal Oaks Dr.; Beaufort, SC 29902 
6/26 – C. Graton Helms: PO Box 4476; Eastman, GA 31023 
6/27 – Bill Strickland: PO Box 355; Portal, GA 30450 
6/28 – Ethan Strom: 384 Midnight Cypress Dr.; Winter Haven, FL 33881 
6/30 – Roy Dial, III: 3015 Chadbourne Trail; Alpharetta, GA 30004 

 

MAYBE SO … 

Dear Editor, 

We suspended family night dinners here at Utmost United Methodist Church until fall. The reason is 

pragmatic. The council said families tend to scatter and/or have uneven schedules and attendance is 

erratic in summer, plus the kitchen staff – mostly volunteer – needs some time off. 

This change provides open doors for an experiment in ministry; making room for Vacation Bible 

School, Senior High Youth mission training, and another week for Middle School Bible Camp. Of the 

three, only Vacation Bible School is a familiar, even traditional event. There will be some adjusting, 

especially for long-time members. 

“We may have an interesting summer,” said Mr. I. C. Clearly said. “We who are rather set in our ways 

usually have to give extra attention adjusting to changes in patterns of church activity. For example, I 

notice that the women’s Bible study that usually meets in the conference room on Wednesdays is being 

moved so the Youth Council can manage summer activities. It’s the first time that has happened.” 

Our pastor, Rev. Mostly Wright, said, “We anticipated adjustments, so we started conferring with the 

groups involved in January. I think it will work okay.”  

Some grumbling may be expected, but tolerated nonetheless.  

Until next time … 

Homer Heardmore 

Rhodes Crossing, Ga. 

 

Scripture Readings – June 6 



 
 

June 12 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Kings 21:1-21a 

Psalm 5:1-8 (UMH 742) 

Galatians 2:15-21 

Luke 7:36-8:3 

June 19 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Kings 19:1-15a 

Psalm 42 (UMH 777) 

Galatians 3:23-29 

Luke 8:26-39 

June 26 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 

Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 (UMH 798) 

Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

Luke 9:51-62 

 

South Georgia pastor, veteran helps honor fallen soldiers 

Dr. Richard Wright, pastor of Box Springs and Upatoi United Methodist Churches and a decorated 

military veteran who served in Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm, served as keynote speaker at 

a Memorial Day paver dedication at the National Infantry Museum and Soldier Center in Columbus. 

“The deaths of soldiers in combat are forever etched on the minds of those who were there on that day 

when they died in combat,” Rev. Wright said in his speech. “They’re remembered every day, not just on 

Memorial Day. Their memory is represented in paver bricks on this Walk of Honor here.” 

Click here to watch a video of Dr. Wright’s speech and to read the Columbus Ledger-Enquirer’s story 

about the dedication. 

 

St. Marys United Methodist Church Foundation, Inc. announces spring grants 

The Board of Directors of the St. Marys United Methodist Church Foundation, Inc. has approved grants 

for the Spring 2016 Grant Cycle. Grants totaling $604,875 will be made to 15 local and statewide 

organizations the week of June 6, 2016. The following is a brief description of each recipient and the 

purpose of the grant. 

http://www.ledger-enquirer.com/news/local/article80759402.html
http://www.ledger-enquirer.com/news/local/article80759402.html


 
 

American Red Cross – Southeast Coastal Georgia Chapter (www.coastalredcross.org)  

A $30,000 reimbursement grant to the American Red Cross – Southeast Coastal Georgia Chapter to 

provide funding for personal assistance to families who experience house fires in Glynn, Camden, 

Charlton, and Brantley Counties. The American Red Cross is a humanitarian organization, led by 

volunteers, that provides relief free of charge to victims of disasters and helps people prevent, prepare 

for, and respond to emergencies. 

Andrew College (www.andrewcollege.edu)  

A $10,000 grant to Andrew College to support the joint chaplain position for the campus. This grant 

represents the second year of a five-year commitment to this program. Located in Cuthbert, Ga., Andrew 

College is an agency of the South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church. Their vision is 

to prepare a new generation of Christian leaders who are characterized by intellectual excellence, moral 

integrity, global responsibility and holiness of heart and life. 

Children In Action Sports Club (www.CIASportsClub.org)  

A $25,000 grant to Children in Action Sports Club (CIA), in Brunswick, Ga. to provide operational 

support for afterschool and summer programming for CIA participants. CIA is a Christ-centered 

ministry that works to intentionally build relationships with children 5-14 years olds to equip them to 

make healthy choices mentally, physically, and spiritually. Established in 2006, their mission is to utilize 

sports and physical activities as an outreach to children, youth, and adults to build character, excellence 

and teamwork. 

Coastal Coalition for Children (www.cc4children.net)  

Grants totaling $48,500 to Coastal Coalition of Children in Brunswick, Ga. to be provided in two 

segments: $30,000 to support the Healthy Families program in Glynn County providing grant 

management and financial oversight services and $18,500 to provide operating support for Grandparent 

Connections, a support group for grandparents who are the primary caregivers for their grandchildren in 

Glynn and Camden Counties. The Coastal Coalition for Children is organized to work within the 

community to encourage communication and collaboration among agencies and individuals and to 

enable the development and coordination of services to high-risk youth and their families. 

Communities of Coastal Georgia Foundation (www.coastalgeorgiafoundation.org)  

A $50,000 challenge grant to the Communities of Coastal Georgia Foundation to provide operating 

support for the organization. This represents the second year of a three-year commitment to this 

program. The Communities of Coastal Georgia Foundation exists to increase philanthropy and the 

quality of life in Camden, Glynn and McIntosh Counties. 

Covenant Care Services, Inc. (www.covenantcareadoptions.com)  

A $15,000 partial-challenge grant to underwrite expenses for a birthmother caseworker to provide 

services to Camden, Brantley, Charlton, and Glynn Counties for one year. Covenant Care provides 

adoption placement services and follow-up counseling to women, children and families throughout the 

State of Georgia as well as training and educational services to other organizations. They are a private 

http://www.coastalredcross.org/
http://www.andrewcollege.edu/
http://www.ciasportsclub.org/
http://www.cc4children.net/
http://www.coastalgeorgiafoundation.org/
http://www.covenantcareadoptions.com/


 
 

agency licensed by the State of Georgia and work with local crisis pregnancy centers (including our 

local CareNet Pregnancy Center), local health departments, DFCS, hospitals and churches. 

Georgia Grantmakers Alliance (www.secf.org/georgia-grantmakers-alliance)  

A $1,000 grant to the Georgia Grantmakers Alliance to support 2016 operational expenses. The Georgia 

Grantmakers Alliance brings private grant makers in Georgia together to strengthen connections, 

explore statewide issues, and share learning within and beyond the grant making community to promote 

sound public policy. 

Glynn Community Crisis Center / Amity House (www.amityhouse-gccc.org)  

A $35,000 grant to Glynn Community Crisis Center to support the expansion of community outreach 

programs and develop a Teen Dating Violence Prevention program. Amity House was founded to 

provide emergency shelter and services to abused individuals and their children and to put an end to 

domestic violence in the community. Outreach programs provide support groups for victims and their 

children in a compassionate and non-threatening environment with a licensed clinical social worker 

Hospice of the Golden Isles (www.hospice.me)  

An $80,800 grant to expand palliative care services and provide salary support for a Chief Medical 

Officer and nurse practitioner. This represents the first year of a two-year commitment to this program, 

with the second year being issued as a challenge grant. Hospice provides care for people who have a 

disease that will not benefit from further aggressive treatment, so that they can live as fully and 

comfortably as possible. Palliative care provides pain and symptom management to anyone who is 

medically eligible for treatment that may or may not be hospice patients. 

Hospice Satilla 

A $50,000 grant to Hospice Satilla to support a part-time social worker and chaplain for the Charlton 

and Brantley County service areas as well as grief and educational support groups. Hospice Satilla exists 

to provide comprehensive, quality care services to terminally ill patients and their families using a 

holistic approach and addressing the physical, emotional, psychosocial and spiritual issues associated 

with the dying process. They strive to relieve suffering, enhance comfort, promote quality of life, foster 

choice in end-of-life care and support effective grieving. 

Safe Harbor (www.safeharborcenterinc.org)  

A $100,000 challenge grant to partially support the construction of new residential facilities in 

Brunswick, Ga. Safe Harbor provides therapeutic services and a safe haven for abused, abandoned, 

neglected, at risk, runaway, and homeless children. These services include immediate safe shelter, crisis 

intervention, therapeutic assessment, and a street outreach program to run away and homeless youth. 

Satilla Advocacy Services 

A $23,000 grant to Satilla Advocacy Services in Waycross, Ga. to partially support the Prevention 

Education Coordinator’s salary and operational expenses for the satellite advocacy office in Charlton 

County, Ga. Satilla Advocacy Services was established in 1997 to promote the mental and physical 

wellbeing of children, youth and families through forensic medical examinations, forensic interviews, 

http://www.secf.org/georgia-grantmakers-alliance
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therapy services and advocacy services for children who have been victims of physical or sexual assault 

as well as adult victims of sexual assault. Satilla Advocacy Services provides these services to the six 

counties of the Waycross Judicial Circuit, which includes Brantley and Charlton Counties. 

STAR Foundation (www.starfoundation.org)  

A $30,525 grant to the STAR Foundation in Brunswick, Ga. to provide operational support for the 

STAR Program for one year. The STAR Foundation assists individuals in achieving self-sufficiency and 

economic stability through computer literacy and job readiness training. Since 1997, the program has 

been very successful in helping people transition from public assistance to self-sustainability. 

The Vashti Center for Children and Families (www.vashti.org) 

A $60,300 grant to the Vashti Center in Thomasville, Georgia to provide general operating support for 

program services. The Vashti Center is an agency of the South Georgia Conference of the United 

Methodist Church providing a number of services to children including residential care, clinic services, 

intensive family intervention, community support, individual services, permanency placement services 

and basic education for at-risk youth who have been removed from the public education system. 

Wesley Glen Ministries (www.wesleyglenministries.org) 

A $45,750 grant to Wesley Glen Ministries to overhaul the human resource practices of Wesley Glen by 

implementing a partnership with a new human resources company. Wesley Glen is a ministry of the 

South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church and serves people with intellectual 

disabilities in central and South Georgia. 

Additional information about the St. Marys United Methodist Church Foundation, Inc. is available on 

the Internet at www.smumcfoundation.org or by calling 912-510-9350. 

 

UGA history grad hired as Moore Methodist Museum assistant 

Marlee Pack, a recent graduate of the University of Georgia majoring in history, has been hired as the 

assistant at the Arthur J. Moore Methodist Museum located at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons 

Island. A native of Auburn, Ga., Pack brings with her a love of history and a desire to spread the story of 

Methodism, especially in the South Georgia Conference. Please visit the museum and meet her in 

person. 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 6/6/2016 edition 

2016 Annual Conference Session – June 8-11 

The 2016 Annual Conference Session is set for June 8-11 in Tifton, Ga. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/annualconference for details. 
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South Georgia Annual Conference Retiree Luncheon – June 9 

Retired clergy of the South Georgia Annual Conference are invited to a Retiree Luncheon during the 

2016 Annual Conference session in Tifton. The luncheon is sponsored by Young Harris College and the 

South Georgia Eagles. It will begin at noon on Thursday, June 9 and will be held in the University of 

Georgia Tifton Campus Conference Center’s Banquet Room D. Cathy Cox, President of Young Harris 

College, will be the guest speaker, and retiring clergy at 2016 session will be recognized. The menu will 

consist of: smothered chicken, twice-baked potatoes, squash casserole, steamed broccoli, rolls, drinks 

(sweet and unsweet tea, water and coffee), and dessert (peach cobbler OR chocolate layer cake). 

Register by sending a check, payable to “South Georgia Eagles,” for $15, to Rev. Grover Bell, 333 E 

53rd Street, Savannah, GA 31405, by May 26. 

Clergy Women’s Luncheon – June 9 

The South Georgia United Methodist Women are hosting a Clergy Women’s Luncheon during the 2016 

Annual Conference session. The luncheon is set for noon on Thursday, June 9 in Ballroom C at the 

University of Georgia Tifton Campus Conference Center in Tifton. The UMW are celebrating the 60th 

anniversary of the ordination of clergy women. The guest speaker for the event is Rev. Shirley Woodie 

from the Alabama-West Florida Conference. The theme for the luncheon is “Let the Force (God) Be 

With You,” and the UMW leadership team, to show their support for women clergy, will be wearing t-

shirts that day displaying the theme. Contact UMW president Mary Exley at 

exleyandexley105@gmail.com for more information. 

Clergy Spouses Luncheon – June 10 

The Clergy Spouses Luncheon honoring Mrs. Rose King will be held on Friday, June 10 at the 

University of Georgia Tifton Campus Conference Center in Tifton. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/clergyspouses for more information and to register. 

Camp Connect: Mid-High 1 – June 13-17 

Join us this summer for the 2016 Summer Camps! Mid-High Camps, intended for rising sixth through 

ninth graders, are filled with a week’s worth of fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ 

though daily worship, Bible study, and fellowship. Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, crafts, games 

galore, hilarious morning shows, and evenings of worship. Mid-High Camps are held at Epworth By 

The Sea on St. Simons Island and will begin at 3 p.m. on Monday and conclude at 11 a.m. on Friday (no 

lunch will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week. Counselors are provided. 

Click here for more information and to register.  

Wesley Glen Day – June 19 

Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special offering to support the ministry 

of Wesley Glen. To learn more about Wesley Glen and its great ministry, visit 

www.wesleyglenministries.com.  

Camp Connect: Mid-High 2 – June 20-24 

Join us this summer for the 2016 Summer Camps! Mid-High Camps, intended for rising sixth through 
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ninth graders, are filled with a week’s worth of fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ 

though daily worship, Bible study, and fellowship. Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, crafts, games 

galore, hilarious morning shows, and evenings of worship. Mid-High Camps are held at Epworth By 

The Sea on St. Simons Island and will begin at 3 p.m. on Monday and conclude at 11 a.m. on Friday (no 

lunch will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week. Counselors are provided. 

Click here for more information and to register. 

Camp Connect: Elementary 1 – June 27 – July 1 

Join us this summer for the 2016 Summer Camps!  Elementary Camps, intended for rising fourth 

through sixth graders, are filled with a week’s worth of fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to 

Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, crafts, 

games galore, hilarious morning shows, and evenings of worship. All camps are held at Epworth By The 

Sea on St. Simons Island and will begin at 3 p.m. on Monday and conclude at 11 a.m. on Friday (no 

lunch will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week so you’ll need to pack your 

own bedding. Counselors are provided. Click here for more information and to register. 

Golden Cross Sunday – July 3 

The South Georgia Conference has designated the second Sunday of July to be the Sunday to receive a 

special offering for Golden Cross. Each church is asked to observe Golden Cross Sunday to receive an 

offering and send it to the conference treasurer. Golden Cross began in 1908 with the commitment of 

Methodists in Dallas, Texas to provide the first health care to persons who could not afford it. They 

began to receive offerings for the expenses of the poor patients at Methodist Hospital in that city. By 

1930, the concept was officially adopted throughout the predecessor denominations of The United 

Methodist Church. Today Golden Cross is a ministry that reaches out in love to the laity in our Annual 

Conference who are experiencing financial difficulty due to excessive medical expenses. Through 

Golden Cross, United Methodists care for members of our local churches in time of emotional stress and 

financial need. 

Camp Connect: Elementary 2 – July 11-15 

Join us this summer for the 2016 Summer Camps!  Elementary Camps, intended for rising fourth 

through sixth graders, are filled with a week’s worth of fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to 

Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, crafts, 

games galore, hilarious morning shows, and evenings of worship. All camps are held at Epworth By The 

Sea on St. Simons Island and will begin at 3 p.m. on Monday and conclude at 11 a.m. on Friday (no 

lunch will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week so you’ll need to pack your 

own bedding. Counselors are provided. Click here for more information and to register. 

2016 Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference – July 13-15 

The 2016 Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference will be held July 13 through July 15 at Lake 

Junaluska, NC.  
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Mission u – July 14-17 

The 2016 Mission u is set for July 14-17 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/umw for more information.  

Camp Connect: Elementary 3 – July 18-22 

Join us this summer for the 2016 Summer Camps!  Elementary Camps, intended for rising fourth 

through sixth graders, are filled with a week’s worth of fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to 

Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, crafts, 

games galore, hilarious morning shows, and evenings of worship. All camps are held at Epworth By The 

Sea on St. Simons Island and will begin at 3 p.m. on Monday and conclude at 11 a.m. on Friday (no 

lunch will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week so you’ll need to pack your 

own bedding. Counselors are provided. Click here for more information and to register. 

Albany First UMC Celebrates 175 Years: "Celebrate" Service with Rev. Mike McAfee – Aug. 14  

This year marks the 175th year of Albany First United Methodist Church in downtown Albany. To 

commemorate the anniversary, the church has planned four Unified Services, featuring guest speakers 

and followed by a covered dish meal. The Unified Services have unique themes and the services start at 

10:30 a.m. in the church’s sanctuary. The remaining series services include Aug. 14: “Engage” with 

Rev. Cindy Autry and Dec. 4: “Anticipate” with Dr. John Horton. Contact Beth O’Brien for more 

information at bethrobrien@gmail.com. Albany First UMC is located at 307 Flint Ave., Albany, Ga. 
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