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Bishop R. Lawson Bryan assigned to South Georgia 

Bishop Robert Lawson Bryan has been assigned to the South Georgia Conference and will serve as the 

conference’s bishop for the next four years. The assignment begins Sept. 1. He will succeed Bishop 

James R. King, Jr., who is retiring.  

Bishop Bryan was elected bishop Wednesday, July 13 at the Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference’s 

quadrennial meeting at Lake Junaluska, N.C. On the tenth ballot, Bishop Bryan, 66, received 256 of 375 

votes cast. 

He is currently serving as senior pastor of Montgomery First United Methodist Church in Montgomery, 

Ala., in the Alabama West-Florida Conference. 

Following his election he stated, “It is an honor to be elected by colleagues in our jurisdiction and to see 

God at work. For the past year, I have referenced Ephesians 2:5, ‘Alive Together in Christ’ and ask for 

your prayers as I seek God’s will as a leader in our SEJ Conference.”  

Bishop Bryan will become one of 13 active bishops serving the episcopal areas of the 15 annual 

conferences that make up the Southeastern Jurisdiction. 

“The opportunity to participate in the episcopal election process over the past year has been a great 

blessing to me,” Bishop Bryan said. “This truly is a spiritual discernment process. I have grown 

spiritually as I have prayerfully reflected on the questions and discussions. I am grateful to the delegates 

who served Christ and the Church so diligently. The experience of being elected and consecrated is still 

amazing to me. I would echo the words of one delegate who said, ‘the presence of the Holy Spirit was 

palpable as the SEJ conference acted with a sense of unity and hope.’”   

It took only one day and 10 ballots to elect five bishops on what was a historic day in Stuart Auditorium 

on the campus of Lake Junaluska. Among the five new bishops is Bishop Sharma Lewis, the first 

African-American female bishop elected by the Southeastern Jurisdiction. In addition to Bishops Bryan 

and Lewis, the jurisdiction elected Bishops David Graves, Leonard Fairley, and Sue Haupert-Johnson. 



 
 

The conference’s work wasn’t over when the ballots were counted, though. The Committee on 

Episcopacy still had to convene and decide who would be assigned where and important matters – like 

the budget – were still before the conference. 

“Two words describe my response to Bishop Bryan’s assignment to South Georgia: ‘ecstatic’ and 

‘grateful,’” said Rev. Robert Beckum, head of the conference’s episcopacy committee, a member of the 

jurisdictional conference delegation, and senior pastor of St. Luke United Methodist Church in 

Columbus. “My overall takeaway from Jurisdiction Conference was the privilege Larry Price and I had 

to work through the week with the Committee on Episcopacy. Work in the committee was the most 

genuine experience of ‘holy conferencing.’ The committee’s work was in a profound sense of 

community, prayer, and seeking the Holy Spirit’s guidance. The SEJ Committee on Episcopacy was the 

best of our Church at work.” 

Bishop Bryan will be “coming home,” in a sense, to South Georgia. Born just across the Georgia-Florida 

border in Quincy, Fla., Bishop Bryan spent his early years in Bainbridge before moving to Dothan, Ala. 

at 12. 

“I thank God for the opportunity to serve alongside the faithful laity and clergy of the South Georgia 

Conference,” he said. “My connections to the conference go all the way back to my childhood. And it is 

not lost on me that South Georgia includes the area where John and Charles Wesley landed in America 

and where they worked for several years. Sherrill and I thank the conference for the radical hospitality 

that has already been extended to us. As Paul says in Ephesians 2:5, we are ‘alive together in Christ.’ 

Thank you for your prayers as we make this exciting transition to the wonderful South Georgia 

Conference.” 

Bishop Bryan holds a Bachelor of Science degree from Tulane University and a doctorate in ministry 

from Candler School of Theology at Emory University. His service to the church and community 

includes: 

Pastoral Appointments 

1975 – Associate Pastor, Trinity United Methodist Church, Opelika, Alabama 

1976 – Pastor, Hiland Park United Methodist Church, Panama City, Florida 

1980 – Pastor, Dexter Avenue United Methodist Church, Montgomery, Alabama 

1986 – Pastor, First United Methodist Church, Brewton, Alabama 

1990 – Pastor, Ashland Place United Methodist Church, Mobile, Alabama 

1997 – Senior Pastor, First United Methodist Church, Dothan, Alabama 

2007 – Senior Pastor, First United Methodist Church, Montgomery, Alabama 

Alabama-West Florida Conference Leadership 

Chaired Alabama-West Florida Conference Council on Ministries, 1996-98 

Served as board chair, Academy for Congregational Excellence, 2011-present 

Dothan District Committee on Ministry, Chair, 2000-2006 



 
 

Alabama-West Florida Conference Board of Ministry, 1980-88; 2000-2012 

Huntingdon College Board of Trustees, 2001-present 

Chaired Board of Ordained Ministry, Alabama West-Florida Conference, 2007-2009 

Participant and Leader in Three-year Covenant Community for Spiritual Growth 

Developed partnership between First United Methodist Church Montgomery and Huntingdon College to 

provide intern program 

Organized and hosted annual Pan-Methodist Pentecost Service 

Southeastern Jurisdiction Leadership 

Chaired Southeastern Jurisdiction Larger Church Consultation, 2001-2002 

General Church Leadership 

General Conference delegate in 2012 and 2016 

Chaired Financial Administration Sub-committee at General Conference 2016 

Local Church and Community Leadership 

Leadership Mobile, Class of 1992 

Chaired the Alzheimer’s Association “Walk to Remember,” 2000-2001 

Dothan Area Chamber of Commerce, Board of Directors, 2002-2005 

Member of Downtown Rotary Club of Montgomery, 2007-present 

Chaired Believe It! Montgomery, community partnership for public schools 

Author of Pursuing Science, Finding Faith 

Member of the Committee of 100 – Candler School of Theology, Emory University 

Member of Leadership Alabama 

Teaching Parish Supervisor – Candler School of Theology, Emory University 

Chaired the Visioning Team for Adult Respite Ministry of First UMC Montgomery 

A United Methodist bishop in the United States is elected for life. Bishops have a mandatory retirement 

age of 68 to 72, depending on when their birthday falls. Bishop Bryan will serve as an active bishop for 

four years, and he told delegate he plans to start working immediately. 

Bishops are charged by the church’s Book of Discipline to “lead and oversee the spiritual and temporal 

affairs” of the church and to “guard, transmit, teach and proclaim, corporately and individually, the 

apostolic faith as it is expressed in Scripture and tradition, and, as they are led and endowed by the 

Spirit, to interpret that faith evangelically and prophetically.” 

2016 Southeast Jurisdiction Episcopal Assignments 

Alabama-West Florida - Bishop David Graves 

Charlotte - Bishop Paul L. Leeland 

Florida - Bishop Ken Carter 

Columbia - Bishop Jonathan Holston 

Holston - Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor 

Louisville - Bishop Leonard Fairley 



 
 

Mississippi - Bishop James Swanson 

Nashville - Bishop Bill McAlilly 

North Georgia - Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson 

Raleigh - Bishop Hope Morgan Ward 

Richmond - Bishop Sharma Lewis 

Birmingham - Bishop Debbie Wallace-Padgett 

South Georgia - Bishop Lawson Bryan 

Mary Catherine Phillips, director of communications with the Alabama-West Florida Conference of The UMC, 

contributed to the story. 

 

What a day! SEJ elects five new bishops, makes history 

There is no place in Methodism that has seen more episcopal elections than Stuart Auditorium on the 

campus of Lake Junaluska. By the close of the afternoon session July 13, five new bishops had been 

elected in the historic building that has been the site of the Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference since 

1956. 

 

Among the five new bishops is the first African-American female bishop elected by the Southeastern 

Jurisdiction, the Rev. Sharma Lewis. In addition to Lewis, the jurisdiction elected the Rev. David 

Graves, the Rev. Leonard Fairley, the Rev. Dr. Lawson Bryan, and the Rev. Sue Haupert-Johnson. 

 

Sharma Lewis 

 

The Rev. Sharma D. Lewis was elected on the first ballot at the jurisdiction’s quadrennial meeting at 

Lake Junaluska, N.C. 

 

“I was called by God and I made myself available, not just to a position, but to follow God’s will,” said 

Rev. Lewis. “I am excited, and I am really humbled. At 52 years old, I am excited that my next phase of 

life will be as an episcopal leader. I am humbled to the fact that this is historic.” 

 

Lewis is the first African-American woman elected in the denomination since 2000. The first-ever 

African-American female bishop in The United Methodist Church, Bishop Leontine Kelly, was from the 

Virginia Annual Conference but was elected in 1984 by the Western Jurisdiction of the UMC. 

 

Addressing the Conference, Lewis named Bishop Kelly and each of the African American female 

bishops elected by The United Methodist Church in the U.S. and each of the women elected bishop in 

the SEJ. 

 

“The reason I’m calling the role is because I know that those women broke the ceiling for me to stand 



 
 

here today,” she said. 

 

David Graves 

 

The Rev. David Graves, senior pastor of Church Street United Methodist Church in the Holston Annual 

Conference was elected Wednesday afternoon on the fourth ballot. 

 

“I want to thank you, the Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference, for putting your faith in me,” Graves 

said after his election. “So we go forth to win people to Christ, see the unseen, transform lives, and help 

the United Methodist Church change the world.” 

 

Graves was nominated by the Holston Conference. Prior to coming to Church Street, he served six years 

as superintendent for the Kingsport District of the Holston Conference. In 2011 and 2012, he served as 

dean of the Cabinet. 

 

In his post-election remarks, Graves thanked Bishop Clay Lee for ordaining him, Bishop Ray 

Chamberlain for believing in him, and Bishop James Swanson for appointing him as a district 

superintendent. He thanked his current bishop, Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor “who I have known for 40 

years and who was my associate pastor when I was growing up at Fountain City United Methodist 

Church.” 

 

Leonard Fairley 

 

The third bishop elected by the delegates, the Rev. Leonard Fairley, is Capital District superintendent in 

the North Carolina Conference 

 

As the Capital District superintendent, Fairley serves as the chief missional strategist and spiritual and 

administrative leader to 96 churches and 134 pastors in a geographic area that includes Raleigh, Cary, 

Garner, Clayton, Smithfield, Benson, Goldsboro, Knightdale, and Wendell. The North Carolina 

Conference includes churches in 56 eastern North Carolina counties. 

 

He is a graduate of what is now United Methodist-related Pfeiffer University and Duke University’s 

School of Divinity. His church appointments have included pastor at the Sanford Circuit, St. Peter’s 

United Methodist Church in Hamlet, Soapstone United Methodist Church in Raleigh, Saint Francis 

United Methodist in Cary, and as the Rockingham District superintendent. He also has published a book 

of poetry, “Who Shall Hear My Voice.” 

 

Lawson Bryan 

 

Dr. Robert Lawson Bryan, of the Alabama-West Florida Conference, who serves as senior pastor at 



 
 

Montgomery First United Methodist Church in Montgomery, AL, was elected on a ballot taken at 5 p.m. 

in the afternoon session. 

 

Upon his election, Bryan was honored by members of the Alabama-West Florida Conference delegation 

and then escorted to the stage by Bishop Paul Leeland and Bishop Larry Goodpaster. His wife, Sherrill, 

son Philip and daughter-in-law Brittany were in attendance and joined him on stage. 

 

In his remarks to the conference he thanked his family, the Alabama-West Florida Conference and again 

stressed a word he frequently uses in making an impact in the UMC, “Immediately.” 

 

Following the election he stated, “It is an honor to be elected by colleagues in our jurisdiction and to see 

God at work. For the past year, I have referenced Ephesians 2:5, ‘Alive Together in Christ’ and ask for 

your prayers as I seek God’s will as a leader in our SEJ Conference.” 

 

Endorsed by the Alabama-West Florida Conference, Bryan was elected on the tenth ballot along with 

Rev. Sue Haupert- Johnson. 

 

Sue Haupert-Johnson 

 

The Rev. Sue Haupert-Johnson, a district superintendent in the Florida Annual Conference, was the fifth 

bishop elected. 

 

I hope you will go and spread a table “with a sumptuous gospel feast,” she bid the delegates. In her 

introduction address on Tuesday, Haupert-Johnson stressed the need for the church to have room for 

everyone at God’s table. 

 

Haupert-Johnson, nominated by the Florida Conference, is the current district superintendent of 

Florida’s Gulf Central District. She served as North Central District superintendent since July 2013, 

overseeing a church landscape of large and small congregations in a mix of urban, suburban and rural 

communities. The district’s demographics are diverse as well, including African-American, Haitian, 

Hispanic and Native American worshipers. 

 

Before that, she served as pastor of churches in Tampa, Cape Coral and Ocala, and was an associate 

pastor at First UMC, Lakeland. She holds a law degree from the University of Florida and was a litigator 

with a Tampa law firm before answering the call to ministry and graduating summa cum laude from 

Emory University’s Candler School of Theology. She was ordained a deacon in 1996 and an elder in 

1998. 

 

Haupert-Johnson has had numerous leadership roles in the Florida Conference and has represented the 

Florida UMC twice at General Conference – serving as Judicial Administration Legislative Committee 



 
 

chairperson in 2012 – and three times at jurisdictional conference. 

 

Consecrating the bishops 

 

A consecration service for the five new bishops was held on Friday, July 15, at Lake Junaluska. 

 

Within the United States, local United Methodist churches are organized into increasingly larger groups: 

numerous districts, dozens of annual conferences and five jurisdictions (regions). Thirteen active 

bishops now lead the 15 annual conferences that form the South Eastern Jurisdiction. 

 

A United Methodist bishop is elected for life. Typically, a bishop will serve in a specific annual 

conference for eight years. The United Methodist Book of Discipline, the denomination’s law book, 

directs each bishop to “guard the faith, order, liturgy, doctrine, and discipline of the Church” and to 

“lead all persons entrusted to their oversight in worship, in the celebration of the sacraments, and in their 

mission of witness and service in the world.” Bishops also are to be “prophetic voices and courageous 

leaders in the cause of justice for all people.” 

 

The states represented in this jurisdiction are: Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North 

Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia. 

 

Sybil Davidson, Annette Spencer, Derek Leek, Mary Catherine Phillips, and Gretchen Hastings 

contributed to this report. 

 

A Pastoral Letter from Bishop James R. King, Jr. 
 

July 16, 2016 

Dear Beautiful People of the South Georgia Conference, 

We are in a season where it is difficult to find people who are not anxious about the future, angry about 

the status quo, or generally find it difficult to have a deep sense of peace and joy about life. There is 

confusion, pain, and grief all around us. 

I know many of you have questions about the action taken by the Western Jurisdiction in electing an 

openly gay bishop. Indeed, this election raises significant concerns and questions of church polity and 

unity. 

Our Book of Discipline has clearly delineated processes in place for resolving issues even as complex 

and unprecedented as this election. 



 
 

The South Central Jurisdiction was still in session when the election took place. They approved a 

resolution requesting a declaratory decision from the Judicial Council on whether “the nomination, 

election, consecration, and/or assignment as a bishop of The United Methodist Church of a person who 

claims to be a ‘self-avowed practicing homosexual’ or is a spouse in a same-sex marriage (is) lawful 

under The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.” 

I would like to point you towards two statements that have been released, one from the College of 

Bishops during our Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference this past week, and one from Bishop Bruce 

R. Ough, president of the United Methodist Council of Bishops, released last night following the 

election of Rev. Karen Oliveto in the Western Jurisdiction. 

In a world where there is so much uncertainty, you can be in control of you and believe that God will 

take care of you because His certain and predictable love never ends. I encourage you to stay focused on 

Jesus Christ and on our love for one another as Christ loves us. 

 

I ask you to join me in prayer as we strive to faithfully and compassionately fulfill our covenant with 

God, the church, and one another. 

With love, 

 

Your Bishop, 

James R. King, Jr. 

 

A Pastoral Letter from the Southeastern Jurisdictional College of Bishops to the United 

Methodists in the Southeastern Jurisdiction 

July 12, 2016 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We celebrate the way God is working 

through you and the churches you represent to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 

the world. Your witness is making a difference in the lives of individuals and communities around the 

world.   

We write this pastoral letter with hope in Jesus Christ. Yet our hearts are heavy as we recognize that as a 

result of our denominational conflicts we stand at a fragile place. Our Christian witness is defined, not 

by an absence of conflict, but by how we act in our disagreements. 

Many in our church are working to change our Book of Discipline's current position on human sexuality, 

believing that it is exclusive, unjust and based on a misinterpretation of Scripture. These actions are 

being done through processes our polity has in place for making such changes. 



 
 

Many others in our denomination are working to maintain our Book of Discipline's current position on 

human sexuality, believing that it is grace-filled, orthodox and biblically-based. These actions are also 

being done within the context of our church's polity. 

Still others in our denomination, including some Boards of Ordained Ministry and Annual Conferences, 

are acting in nonconformity to our church's legislation about marriage and ordination standards. These 

actions are not within in the bounds of our church's polity. 

We, the Southeastern Jurisdictional College of Bishops, grieve over the deep divisions in our beloved 

United Methodist Church. We recognize the pain felt both by those advocating for and those opposing 

change. We also view the acts of nonconformity as a violation of our covenant and as divisive and 

disruptive. 

As a College of Bishops, we are fully committed to keeping the promises we made at our ordinations 

and consecrations, including: 

 shepherding all persons committed to our care; 

 leading our areas in mission, witness and service; 

 ordering the church, including administering processes for handling complaints about violations 

of our Book of Discipline that occur within our episcopal areas; 

 and seeking unity in Christ, including the work the General Conference requested the Council of 

Bishops do in relation to the Commission on Human Sexuality; 

We invite you to join us in prayer as we strive to faithfully and compassionately fulfill our covenant 

with God, the church and one another. We also encourage you to stay the course in your covenant 

relationship with God, The United Methodist Church and each other. 

In Christ, 

The Southeastern Jurisdictional College of Bishops 

 

A Statement from Bishop Bruce R. Ough, president of the United Methodist Council of Bishops 

July 15, 2016 

Bishop Bruce R. Ough, president of the United Methodist Council of Bishops, issued the following 

statement regarding the results of the Episcopal election at the Western Jurisdictional Conference of 

The United Methodist Church, meeting in Scottsdale, Arizona. 

The Western Jurisdiction has elected the Rev. Karen Oliveto of Glide Memorial United Methodist 

Church in San Francisco to serve as a bishop of The United Methodist Church. Rev. Oliveto has been 



 
 

described as "an openly lesbian clergyperson." This election raises significant concerns and questions of 

church polity and unity. 

Our Book of Discipline has clearly delineated processes in place for resolving issues even as complex 

and unprecedented as this election. 

The authority to elect bishops is constitutionally reserved to the jurisdictional and central conferences. 

Any elder in good standing is eligible for election as a bishop of the church. An elder under an 

unresolved complaint is still considered to be in good standing. Being a self-avowed, practicing 

homosexual is a chargeable offense for any clergyperson in The United Methodist Church, if indeed this 

is the case. 

The Council of Bishops is monitoring this situation very closely. The Council does not have 

constitutional authority to intervene in the election or supervisory processes at either the annual 

conference, jurisdictional or central conference levels. And, we are careful to not jeopardize any clergy 

or lay person’s due process by ill-advised comments. 

 

However, we clearly understand the Church appropriately expects the Council to provide spiritual 

leadership and for bishops to uphold our consecration vows. In May, prior to General Conference, the 

Council again affirmed to keep the promises made at our consecrations, including, among others: 

 Shepherding all persons committed to our care; 

 Leading the church in mission, witness and service; 

 Ordering the church including administering processes for handling complaints; 

 Seeking unity in Christ, including the work the Council proposed to the General Conference in 

“An Offering for a Way Forward.” 

There are those in the church who will view this election as a violation of church law and a significant 

step toward a split, while there are others who will celebrate the election as a milestone toward being a 

more inclusive church. Others will no doubt have questions as we find ourselves in a place where we 

have never been. Still, others will likely see this election as disrupting or even rendering moot the 

purpose and work of the Commission currently being formed by the Council. 

 

The Council continues to place our hope in Jesus Christ. Though conflicted and fragile, The United 

Methodist Church remains a strong witness to the transforming love of God and the saving grace of our 

Lord, Jesus Christ. We affirm that our witness is defined, not by an absence of conflict, but how we act 

in our disagreements. We affirm that our unity is not defined by our uniformity, but by our 

compassionate and Spirit-led faithfulness to our covenant with God, Christ’s Church and one another. 

As a Council, we continue to maintain that the proposal for a way forward and the formation of the 

Commission is the best path. An endless cycle of actions, reactions and counter-reactions is not a viable 



 
 

path and tears at the very fabric of our Connection. The current and incoming COB Executive 

Committees recently met by conference call to initiate the implementation of our Offering for a Way 

Forward and the formation of the Commission called for in the proposal. We will resume this work at 

our regularly scheduled meeting on July 19-20 following the Jurisdictional Conferences. A progress 

report will be released shortly after the meeting. 

Our differences are real and cannot be glossed over, but they are also reconcilable. We are confident 

God is with us, especially in uncharted times and places. There is a future with hope.  We invite your 

constant and ardent prayers for the witness and unity of The United Methodist Church. May God guide 

us as we seek to maintain unity in the bond of peace. 

 

Bishop Bruce R. Ough, President 

Council of Bishops 

 

South Georgians elected to serve on general church boards 

Two South Georgia United Methodists, Dr. Brad Brady and Kelly Roberson, have been nominated and 

elected to serve on general church agency boards by the Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference.  

Dr. Brady, senior pastor at Perry United Methodist Church, has for a second quadrennium been elected 

to serve on the Connectional Table. Established by the 2004 General Conference, the Connectional 

Table oversees the coordination of mission, ministries, and resources across the denomination. The 

purpose of the Connectional Table is to discern and articulate the vision for the church and the 

stewardship of the mission, ministries, and resources of The United Methodist Church as determined by 

General Conference and in consultation with the Council of Bishops. 

Dr. Brady has served in various capacities in the South Georgia Conference since 1980. In 2008 he was 

elected to serve as the 2009-2012 Jurisdictional Conference Secretary, with primary responsibilities 

being the planning and implementation of the 2012 Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference Session. 

“I am surprised and humbled to be the only incumbent returning to the Connectional Table from the 

Southeastern Jurisdiction,” Dr. Brady said. “The Connectional Table will have two major priorities this 

quadrennium. First, to support and evaluate the general agencies as they work collaboratively around the 

four areas of focus and vital congregations. Second, to respond to the General Conference’s mandate to 

work on legislative proposals to modify our existing general agencies for a more authentic global 

expression of The United Methodist Church.  

“In spite of other significant challenges swirling around us, from this vantage point I am blessed to be 

able to see so many positive benefits of our worldwide connection as we make disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world, which is the heartbeat of the church.” 



 
 

The Connectional Table includes 60 members who are elected from U.S. jurisdictional and overseas 

conferences in Africa, Asia, and Europe and are composed of: clergy and lay representatives; a bishop 

selected by the Council of Bishops; general agency top executives and most presidents; one youth and 

one young adult from the Board of Discipleship’s Division on Ministries with Young People; and 

members from the denomination’s racial and ethnic caucuses.  

“Dr. Brady was one of our excellent members who served on our missional collaboration group on the 

worldwide nature, and he had a lot of ideas and contributions about what it meant to be a worldwide 

church,” said Rev. Dr. Amy Valdez Barker, executive secretary of the Connectional Table. “I think his 

experience as a director of Connectional Ministries really contributes to helping us continue to focus on 

how we organize. I’m not sure exactly where he wants to passionately give his leadership skills (this 

quadrennium), but he brings a lot of skills that will bless us in many ways as a Connectional Table, so 

I’m looking forward to working with him again. He’s awesome.” 

Roberson, the Conference’s director of communications, was elected to serve on the General 

Commission on Communications. The General Commission on Communications (United Methodist 

Communications) provides resources and services to local churches and annual conferences. United 

Methodist Communications also has a consultative relationship with all general agencies of the Church 

and with any structure for communication and public relations at the jurisdictional, Episcopal area, 

annual conference, district, or local church level. 

“I have been so fortunate to live out my ministry calling as a communicator within the very Church that 

has nurtured me in my faith,” said Roberson, a member of Leesburg United Methodist Church. “In my 

position as conference communications director I have been able to witness the hand of God at work at 

all levels of the Church – local, conference, jurisdictional, and general church.  

“I am excited to now have the opportunity to serve on the General Commission on Communications, 

which is charged with the task of meeting the communication, public relations, and marketing needs of 

the entire Church, reflecting the cultural and racial diversity within The United Methodist Church.” 

The Southeastern Jurisdiction nominated and elected a total of 47 people to serve on general church 

boards and agencies. Rev. Don Adams and Gloria Morgan represented the South Georgia Conference on 

the nominations committee. 

“The jurisdictional nominations process is closely governed by equitable quotas with regard to both the 

annual conferences and the membership of the various denominational boards and commissions,” Rev. 

Adams said. “Only 47 open positions were available. The South Georgia Conference was allowed to fill 

just two of those positions. In addition to that limitation there were varying restrictions with regard to 

categories such as: clergy, laity, male, female, African- American, Native American, disabled, youth, 

younger adult, adult, and older adult. The nominating process was like putting together a puzzle and 

everyone shared in the frustrations of the various requirements. Gloria Morgan, who did the challenging 

work of secretary for the committee, and I were thankful to get Brad Brady returned to the very strategic 

Connectional Table and Kelly Roberson on the Commission on Communications (Kelly is clearly 



 
 

respected in our jurisdiction). Obviously, our greatest frustration was the limited opportunities for 

persons in our conference to be placed. Our only comfort was the reality that everyone else shared in 

those same frustrations.” 

With Roberson’s and Dr. Brady’s elections, there will be a total of three South Georgia United 

Methodists serving at the general church level. During the denomination’s General Conference session, 

one South Georgia lay person was elected to serve on the general church level of The United Methodist 

Church. South Georgia Conference Chancellor Warren Plowden, a member of Macon’s Vineville United 

Methodist Church, was again elected as a lay alternate to The United Methodist Church’s Judicial 

Council, the denomination’s highest judicial body. 

Several from the South Georgia Conference were elected to serve at the jurisdictional level. Dr. Bob 

Moon, senior pastor of Valdosta First United Methodist Church, will return to serve a second 

quadrennium on the Southeastern Jurisdiction’s Council on Finance and Administration. Rev. Denise 

Walton, assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries, was nominated and elected to serve on the 

SEJ’s Committee on Coordination and Accountability (CCA). Anne Packard, director of the Arthur J. 

Moore Methodist Museum, was nominated and elected to serve on the SEJ’s Commission on Archives 

and History. Dr. Nita Crump, superintendent of the Southwest District, was nominated by the College of 

Bishops and elected by the SEJ to serve on the Committee on Investigation. Kelly Roberson was also 

nominated by the College of Bishops and elected by the SEJ to serve on the Committee on Appeals. 

 

SEJ budget reduces by sixty percent 

By Sybil Davidson, SEJ Daily Christian Advocate 

The Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference approved a budget of $1,774,000 for the 2017–2020 

quadrennium. The budget passed as recommended by the SEJ Committee on Finance and 

Administration and reflects a 60 percent reduction over the previous budget. 

Starting the report with song, Jim Allen sang "Go Tell it on the Mountain" before sharing good news 

from CFA. 

"This report reflects a faithful commitment to the ministries of the Jurisdiction and is projected to be 

sufficient for the ongoing operational costs of the Jurisdiction and its committees," explained Allen, 

chair of the SEJ Committee on Finance and Administration.  It will also provide a cushion should there 

be a need to fund emerging ministries or a special called session of Jurisdictional Conference.  

The SEJ has been trimming its budget since the restructuring approved in 2008.  The 2012-2016 budget 

eliminated operational funds going to agencies, but continued to provide funds for debt service to Lake 

Junaluska and Hinton Center. Those debt service payments will end in 2016, and were not included in 

the 2017-2020 budget. 



 
 

Collection on apportionments in the jurisdiction improved from 80 percent in the 2009-2012 

quadrennium to a projected payment of at least 97 percent in the current quadrennium.   

Apportioment payments by Annual Conference will be as follows: 

Alabama - West Florida - $110,543 ($27,636 per year) 

Florida - $211,194 ($52,799 per year) 

Holston - $99,930 ($24,983 per year) 

Kentucky - $78,132 ($19,533 per year) 

Memphis - $53,009 ($13,252 per year) 

Mississippi - $97,396 ($24,349 per year) 

North Alabama - $110,223 ($27,556 per year) 

North Carolina - $125,638 ($31,410 per year) 

North Georgia - $221,455 ($55,364 per year) 

Red Bird Missionary - $506 ($127 per year) 

South Carolina - $130,215 ($32,554 per year) 

South Georgia - $82,851 ($20,713 per year) 

Tennessee - $74,714 ($18,679 per year) 

Virginia - $190,636 ($47,659 per year) 

Western North Carolina - $187,558 ($46,890 per year) 

 

Southeastern Jurisdiction plans missional initiative 

Bishops in the Southeastern Jurisdiction are launching a missional initiative that will focus on the 

following: new forms of church beyond the walls; children and poverty, unity and human sexuality; 

making disciples; and finally structure, finance and the future church. The hope is that this work will 

help guide the human-sexuality commission that the Council of Bishops is forming. Southeastern 

Jurisdiction delegates, by voice vote, affirmed the initiative late July 14. 

A Missional Initiative of the Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference 

From 

The Southeastern Jurisdictional College of Bishops 

The Bishops of the Southeastern Jurisdiction recognize the unique strengths, characteristics, and 

challenges of our Episcopal Areas. As leaders of the Church in the SEJ, we see a timely opportunity to 

increase our strategic thinking and action with regard to our context in the Southeast. Further, it is our 

hope to continue to focus on the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world.  



 
 

In Article V Paragraph 27.1 of the constitution of the 2012 Book of Discipline, the jurisdictions are 

given responsibility to: 

Promote the evangelistic, educational, missionary, and benevolent interests of the Church and to 

provide for interests and institutions within their boundaries.  

To that end, the Bishops of the SEJ recommend the following: 

Forming a Southeastern Jurisdictional Missional Initiative for the purpose of focusing on the following:  

1.) new forms of church beyond the walls,  

2.) children and poverty,  

3.) unity and human sexuality,  

4.) making disciples, 

5.) structure, finance and the future church.  

At the 2017 College of Bishops meeting in January, we will collaborate with the Conference Lay 

Leaders, the Committee on Episcopacy, and Directors of Connectional Ministries on this initiative. It is 

our hope that our collaboration will offer input to the commission being formed by the Council of 

Bishops. We also will connect this work to the Four Areas of Focus for the United Methodist Church.  

We will assign a bishop and appropriate lay leaders to convene and guide the work of these five 

initiatives. We hope to then invite every delegate here this week to a gathering which will be held within 

the next eighteen months where recommendations will be received from the leadership of the Initiative. 

Expenses will be the responsibility of individual delegates. We encourage each conference to provide 

scholarships as needed.  

The Southeastern Jurisdictional College of Bishops 

 

Bishop King preaches opening message of love, unity, fruitfulness 

Bishop James R. King, Jr., who will retire Sept. 1 after serving 16 years as an episcopal leader – eight in 

South Georgia and eight in Kentucky – preached the opening worship service of the 2016 Southeastern 

Jurisdictional Conference and greeted those gathered in Lake Junaluska, N.C. with his trademark, 

“Hello, beautiful people!” 

His sermon, “Focus on love,” emphasized unity and fruitfulness. 

Speaking to a Church that has been mired in rumors of schism for several years, Bishop King spoke of 

the confidence Christians have in Christ. 



 
 

“Our hope for unity in the church and in the world is based on our ability to focus our energy on what 

we have in common and that is Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ is love, so beautiful people, let’s focus on 

love.” 

Reading John 15:1, which says, “I am the vine, my father is the vinegrower,” Bishop King said that 

Christians must stay connected to Jesus in order to bear fruit and accomplish the mission of the Church. 

“Our job is to grow a world that looks like Jesus Christ,” he said. “The way we grow a world that looks 

like Jesus Christ is by staying connected to Jesus.” 

He spoke of New Testament disciples Peter, Mary, and Paul and recounted their stories of 

connectedness with Christ. 

“Beautiful people – get connected. If you are connected, stay connected to Jesus!” 

Connecting to Christ, Bishop King said, helps believers behave more like Christ-followers who can and 

will transform the world.  

“If Christians would act like disciples of Jesus Christ the world would be different and we would see the 

difference,” he said. “Disciples show it; that’s how we know it.” 

To close his sermon, Bishop King used imagery of majestic redwood trees to illustrate the unity and 

connection for which The United Methodist Church should strive. 

“As tall as they are, their roots aren’t deep but they are intertwined, interconnected, and they work with 

each other, they’re in unity,” he said. “They give help to each other, and because of that, winds find it 

very difficult to tumble them down.” 

Christians are called to love one another and, like the redwoods, work together in unity, he said. If they 

do, hope for unity will be fulfilled and the world will be transformed. 

“So, beautiful people, focus on Jesus, focus on love. Focus on love.” 

 

Prayer and persistence  

FOCUS ON THE VISION 

DENISE WALTON 

“So I say to you, ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be 

opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone 

who knocks, the door will be opened.” Luke 11:9-10 

The summer has quickly come and (almost) gone, children will soon return to school, and the fall will 

take its rightful place among us. It seems that the seasons, like the events of the world, are moving at 



 
 

increasingly faster speeds. And yet there is a tremendous need for the church to slow down, calm down, 

and remember to pray. 

Luke 11:1-13 offers the church an intimate look at a brief conversation between Jesus and his disciples. 

The disciples ask, “Lord teach us to pray.” Many scholars suggest this was a specific request to know 

what to say as disciples of Jesus Christ. Jesus shares with the disciples a way but not the only way to 

pray. Then Jesus shares two stories that encourage us to remain persistent in prayer.  

While the church continues to engage in making disciples, prayers for salvation, peace, reconciliation, 

and justice remain critical to kingdom building. As a disciple of Jesus Christ, will you continue to pray 

with persistence for the needs of the church, the community, and the world? 

Dear Lord…teach us to pray. 

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 

denise@sgaumc.org. 

 

American Family Life 

By Dr. Hal Brady 

Who is the enemy anyway? Whites, blacks, Latinos, straights, gays, Muslims, Christians, immigrants, 

others … who? If what Congressman John Lewis said the other day is true, none of the above. 

Congressman Lewis stated, “We all belong to the same house.” 

Now, that statement has strong ramifications, and I may add, positive ramifications. The image here is 

that all Americans are part of the same family, with the same heritage, freedoms, and rights. Granted, all 

the family in America has not always been treated as family. For that, all of us share guilt and should ask 

God's forgiveness and the forgiveness of one another. 

It is generally understood that family is a place where they have to take you in and where everybody is 

included. That means that brothers and sisters may have their disagreements, but they are not violent 

toward one another. That means also that authentic brothers and sisters will continually look for 

constructive ways to work out their issues together-listening, seeking to understand, sharing, discussing, 

debating, crying, praying, sometimes laughing and taking action in the best interest of the entire family. 

In a healthy family, everybody’s voice is heard and respected.   

Desiring to understand and improve race relations in the family, I had an honest discussion the other 

afternoon with a younger African-American brother that I had just met. I shared my concern about 

relations between the races and about the recent killings – the two young African-Americans and the 

five Dallas police officers. Asking him what he thought about the situation between the races in our 

country and the greatest current need, he immediately replied, “dialogue.” 

mailto:denise@sgaumc.org


 
 

I probed further and asked, “What he thought was the basic issue?” “Perceived inequality,” he answered. 

He continued, “While we have seen some improvement over the last hundred years, the problem goes 

back 300 years.” 

As I continued to listen to this brother, he asked me, “Have you ever been driving in your community 

and for no apparent reason a police car starts following you? And when the officer stops you and you 

asked, ‘What’s the problem?’ His rather haughty response is, ‘You are the problem,’ It's the attitude!” 

I then shared with him that though that had not been my experience, I had experienced a measure of 

prejudice. 

Right after my wife and I moved here a few years ago, I had to go down to the southern part of our city 

to get my driver’s license renewed. The problem was I didn’t know where the licensing place was 

located. After driving around a while looking for it, I spied a young African-American male walking up 

the street, so I stopped and asked him for directions. He curtly replied, “I don't help white people.” 

Shortly thereafter, I asked another member of the same race, and he could not have been more gracious 

and helpful.  

My newfound brother and I both agreed that there are both whites and blacks who are insensitive to the 

matter of improving family life in our city and nation. 

Before I conclude this article today, I want to mention a good word from the Chief of the Atlanta Police 

Department. He stated these words on a recent television newscast. The Chief said, “Our officers stand 

behind the badge to uphold the law and protect the people, but behind the badge, we are human beings.” 

That is so true and our law enforcement officers deserve our deepest appreciation, support and respect. 

There is much evidence they are working to improve their service to all the family. It was truly 

heartening to see the community of Dallas, Texas, giving their support to the Dallas Police Department 

following that recent terrible tragedy.  

The reason I have shared all this with you is because my African-American brother and I participated in 

an honest dialogue about several issues that need to be aired out in American family life. 

For the good of all, there has been too much violence, too much discord between the police and African 

Americans, too much focus on voices of dissension, and too much media overkill. In reality, the called 

for change, which is necessary, will be orchestrated not on the streets of confrontation but in the 

conference rooms of compassion and cooperation. The critical issue before us is “Dialogue,” and the 

clock is ticking. 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

Noticias Hispanas 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/


 
 

This is the first in a series of monthly columns written by Revs. Felipe Ricardo and Daniel Medina, 

associate directors of Connectional Ministries for Hispanic Ministries.  

By Rev. Felipe Ricardo  

El Ministerio Hispano/latino a lo largo de la Conferencia Anual del Sur de Georgia, continúa activo y 

dando testimonio de nuestra fe. Tenemos sobrados motivos por los cuales darle gracias a Dios, pero hoy 

quisiéramos destacar dos de ellos. 

El pasado 17 de Abril, en la Primera Iglesia Metodista de Americus, más de 400 personas, representando 

las 9 Congregaciones Hispanas/latinas de nuestra Conferencia, nos dimos cita en el tradicional Culto 

Unido que celebramos una vez al año. Cantos, testimonios de acción de gracias, proclamación de la 

Palabra, saludos de paz, comida, etc. formaron parte de este encuentro glorioso. Una vez más Hispanos 

y Anglos trabajaron unidos por la misma causa del Reino. Muestra de esto fue el apoyo recibido de 

muchos hermanos/as de la Iglesia Americana de Americus quienes prepararon y sirvieron una deliciosa 

comida para los asistentes al evento. 

El servicio fue propicio para que la Dr. Rev. Nita Crump, Superintendenta del Distrito Suroeste, 

consagrara más de 200 Biblias donadas por todas nuestras congregaciones para los hermanos y 

hermanas de Barahona, República Dominicana. Además, trajo palabras de saludos la Rev. Denise 

Walton en nombre de Ministerios Conexionales. Ella exhortó al pueblo hispano a seguir viviendo el 

Evangelio de Jesucristo, (que no son más que Buenas Nuevas de salvación y reconciliación) con la 

alegría, entrega y pasión que nos caracteriza. Recibimos también palabras de saludos y bienvenida de 

parte del pastor local Dr. Rev. Jerry Roe.  

El Segundo motivo de gratitud a Dios, es haber podido celebrar el pasado 21 de mayo, en los locales de 

la Primera Iglesia Metodista de Cordele el Segundo Entrenamiento para Laicos. Un total de 51 

estudiantes recibieron enseñanzas bíblico-teológica las cuales los capacitan para servir mejor en nuestras 

respectivas comunidades de fe. El próximo encuentro se llevará a cabo el 5 de Noviembre en Cordele 

UMC nuevamente. 

A Dios la Gloria por todo lo que ha hecho, está haciendo y hará a favor del Pueblo Hispano llamado: 

Metodista. 

Hispanic News  

By Rev. Felipe Ricardo, translated by Rev. Daniel Medina 

The Hispanic/Latino ministry within the South Georgia Conference continues to be active and giving 

testimony of the Christian faith. There are many reasons to be grateful but I want to emphasize two of 

them.  

On April 17 at Americus First United Methodist Church, more than 400 people from the nine Spanish-

speaking congregations from our conference gathered for our 20th annual Hispanic Rally. One more 



 
 

time, singing, testimonies, preaching, fellowship, and food were part of this wonderful event. Anglo and 

Hispanic brothers and sisters one more time worked together for a same reason: to serve God’s people. 

Volunteers from Americus FUMC cooked and served a delicious meal to all those attending the rally.  

The worship service was perfect for Rev. Dr. Nita Crump, superintendent of the Southwest District, to 

bring greetings and consecrate more than 200 Bibles in Spanish to send to several congregations in 

Barahona, Dominican Republic. Also, Rev. Denise Walton brought greetings from the Connectional 

Ministries office. She encouraged all present to continue living the Gospel of Jesus Christ (which is 

nothing but good news of salvation and reconciliation) with the joy, commitment, and passion that make 

us unique as Methodists and Hispanics. Also, Rev. Dr. Jerry Roe, senior pastor of Americus FUMC, was 

present to welcome and bring greetings to the audience.  

The second reason to be grateful is being able to have our second Lay Servant training event in Spanish 

on May 21 at Cordele First United Methodist Church. 51 people participated in this training (20 in the 

advanced course and 31 in the basic). They received training in lay speaking and as local church leaders. 

These courses will inspire and educate them to better serve Christ and His Church through the local 

church. The next training will on Nov. 5 again in Cordele.  

Praise God for all he has done, is doing, and will do to and throughout the Hispanic people called United 

Methodist.  

 

Not without hope 

Summer Quarter: Toward a New Creation 

Unit 2: A World Gone Wrong 

Sunday school lesson for the week of July 24, 2016 

By Rev. V.L. Daughtery, Jr. 

Lesson Scripture: Romans 5:1-11 

Background Scripture: Romans 5:1-11 

Introduction: On Dec. 2, 1942, at 2:20 p.m., Enrico Fermi began the first controlled nuclear reaction in 

his lab at the University of Chicago. The experiment lasted for 28 minutes. Afterward, Arthur Compton, 

a colleague of Enrico Fermi, placed a call to John Bryant Conant at Harvard. The conversation was 

guarded by the code of wartime. “The Italian navigator has reached the new world.” “How did he find 

the natives?” asked Conant. “Very friendly,” came the reply.  

One of the world’s greatest scientific discoveries began the atomic age. Centuries before Enrico Fermi, 

the theologian Paul announced to Christians living in Rome that he had made life’s greatest theological 

discovery. Humans in sin, coming to a relationship to God through Jesus Christ, can be justified by their 

faith. Since that declaration, humans and a world gone wrong have never been without hope.  



 
 

Read aloud Romans 5:1-11  

Paul, in his early themes in the Letter to the Romans, paints a terrible portrait of the human situation. 

Now the message turns to the results of the divine gift of Jesus Christ. Humans have access to being 

justified and reconciled to God. 

Abraham Lincoln, during the Civil War, was asked what would be his policy when seceded states were 

defeated and rebellious southerners had surrendered. The astute president responded by saying, “I am 

going to treat them as if they had never been away.” 

To the humans, who have been in sinful rebellion and now have faith in Jesus Christ, God declares them 

“not guilty.” God grants them reconciliation and hope.  

Romans 5:1-2 

Having been made right with God through faith in Christ, what comes next in the process of 

justification? There is now a new lifestyle that being declared “not guilty” of sin brings to a believer.  

There is peace with God. No longer is there concern about missing the intention of God’s will. Gone is 

the anxiety over being a prodigal. Taken away is the constant concern about breaking God’s moral law 

and worry over being rebellious and self-centered. Now there is an inner peace the human spirit receives 

from God.  

There is constant access to amazing grace. In Christ, humans have a new recognition, status, and the 

privilege of calling upon God. No longer is the believer out of range and out of touch with God but, 

instead, feels forgiven and reconciled. There is a direct personal relationship with God. Forgiven sinners 

can brag about the hope that comes from access to God. There is the abiding privilege of approaching 

God.  

Romans 5:3-5  

A clergywoman learned from a lay teacher how to glory in tribulation. More children arrived for 

Vacation Bible School than had pre-enrolled. There was a dire shortage of materials, rooms, cookies, 

and lemonade  

“Preacher, don’t fret,” said the lay worker. “This is sweet trouble.” With extra ice in the cups, cutting the 

cookies in half, and placing chairs in the sanctuary, they glowed in the “sweet trouble.” 

Paul tells the Roman Christians that peace, purpose, meaning, and good can come from a troubled 

situation.  

Suffering can produce endurance. This is an ability not to passively endure. It is the power to actively 

overcome and even conquer life’s unexpected trials and hurts. From the endurance of tribulation comes 

the formation of character. This places in the human personality the reliability that stress and anxiety 

does not bend or break. The believer in Christ is made purer, bolder, and closer to God.  



 
 

When character is created in tribulation, there is a deposit of hope. This hope is given over and over by 

the Holy Spirit. God is with humans for comfort, guidance, and strength. Hope never abandons the 

believer. Hope can never bring disappointment. It grows from being used.  

Romans 5:6-8  

Humans entangled in sin are unable to free themselves from helpless circumstances. While sinners were 

non-believers in God, he died for them upon the cross. Such amazing love from God is not deserved. 

This mighty act of God came at the right time. In what Jesus Christ has done, God offers to sinners an 

exit from sin. In this action upon the cross, Christ did what humans would not do for other humans.  

Romans 5:9-10  

God’s love that went to the cross for humans will keep them safe from God’s anger when they are 

justified. God will see them acquitted in the last judgment. Divine wrath is a quality of God’s nature. 

God is hostile to all forms of wickedness. It is astounding grace that saves sinners from God dealing 

with humans as enemies.  

Romans 5:11  

In all of his writings, Paul is never shy about boasting. He has listed things the sinner – found not guilty 

by repentance, confession, and receiving forgiveness through faith in Jesus Christ – can boast. Brag 

about sharing the glory of God (5:2), take pride in one’s suffering (5:3), and boast in God (5:10) for the 

reconciled, restored relationship Jesus Christ has provided. Assertive expression is a privilege for all 

who are no longer without hope.  

Reflections for discussion on Romans 5:1-11 

a. God’s acquittal welcomes prodigals home. Is there a responsibility for the justified individual to 

seek service and fellowship in church with others who have had the same experience? 

b. Rejoicing in reconciliation to God requires involvement in reassuring and continuing experiences 

of spiritual renewal. Some of these spiritual exercises are worship, study groups, Walk to 

Emmaus, retreats, and Sunday school. What other spiritual exercises are available to humans?  

 

Rev. V.L. Daughtery, Jr. is a retired South Georgia pastor. Contact him at vl_daughteryjr@mchsi.com.  

 

Death becomes life 

Summer Quarter: Toward a New Creation 

Unit 3: Life on God’s Terms 

mailto:vl_daughteryjr@mchsi.com


 
 

Sunday school lesson for the week of July 31, 2016 

By Rev. V.L. Daughtery, Jr. 

Lesson Scripture: Romans 6:1-4, 6:12-14, 6:17-23 

Background Scripture: Romans 6 

Introduction: Spanish explorers of America were convinced that they had discovered the end of the 

world. Spain celebrated their achievement by minting coins. Each coin had the words, “Neplus Ultra” – 

no more beyond. Soon, however, the continent had been crossed. Adventurers looking upon the vast 

Pacific Ocean realized that there were other regions to be explored. The first coins were returned to the 

mint, melted down, and new coinage was inscribed with “Plus Ultra” – more beyond.  

Paul reminds the readers and hearers of his Roman epistle that there is more beyond just existing when 

life is lived on God’s terms. Those who are dead to sin are, by faith in Christ Jesus, made alive. Only in 

Christ can death to sin become a personal reality.  

Read aloud Romans 6:1-4, 6:12-14, 6:17-23  

A counselor working with an individual suffering from an addictive disorder often attempts to help the 

ill person understand that a drug-free existence requires leaving behind a current lifestyle. This act may 

involve finding a circle of sober friends, fresh location, changing employment, personal disciplines, and 

constant dependence upon God as a higher power. There must be a deliberate break with the past.  

Paul declares that a converted believer cannot continue in sin in order to make the grace of God more 

therapeutic. Jesus Christ died for human deliverance from sin. In the resurrection, Jesus Christ rose to 

give persons a meaningful life. Humans must die to sin and live a fresh life in Christ. This faith 

relationship has not only made humans free from sin, but it also makes humans slaves to righteousness.  

Romans 6:1 

Some practice illogical reasoning concerning God’s amazing grace. Should a baptized Christian 

continue to sin in order for God to display more mercy and forgiveness? God forbid! Baptism requires a 

human to engage in ethical practices and moral conduct reflecting God’s love.  

Romans 6:2 

Again, Paul emphasis a vital point in his theological argument. Should humans keep on sinning after 

receiving grace? Of course not! Grace bestowed is not a ticket of indulgence. Grace received does not 

grant lifetime freedom to sin. Grace does hold accountable all humans who have been given divine, 

unmerited grace.  

Grace does not bestow a lifetime admission to heaven regardless of personal behavior after grace has 

been granted.  

Romans 6:3-11 



 
 

Paul reminds the Romans of the meaning of baptism. A believer experiences in baptism what Jesus 

Christ went through with his baptism, death, and resurrection. It is, for the convert, the point at which an 

old life is left behind and a new existence begins. At that time, humans die to sin. The human body, so 

easily affected by sin, has in baptism become stronger in opposing the influence of sin. Because humans 

have been judged “not guilty” by God’s grace, baptism in Jesus Christ bestows strength to withstand 

sin’s corrupting, destructive, and dominating power.  

In his struggles with sin, depression, and hostile threats, Martin Luther, the Reformer, often would 

repeat to himself, “I have been baptized. I have been baptized.” In baptism, grace given is also grace 

continuing to be bestowed. Baptism makes humans dead to sin but alive in God.  

Romans 6:12-14  

American mobile society creates an industry in which houses are being listed for rent and purchase. No 

wise buyer would sign a contract and accept a document that allowed the owner to keep lifetime rights 

and privileges to one room in a home. Paul reminds believers not to hold back any part of their bodies in 

receiving grace. Humans in baptism are to give all they are to Christ. Sin cannot maintain residence in 

any part of a committed, baptized receiver of God’s grace.  

Romans 6:15-16  

Is it possible for baptized humans to live with no concern of being governed by law and grace? Paul’s 

answer is emphatic, “Certainly not!’’ In Paul’s era, it is estimated the Roman Empire had more than six 

million persons who were slaves. The writer of Romans now uses this negative social condition to make 

a positive point. Sin and righteousness are forms of obedience that cannot co-exist in a follower of Jesus 

Christ. Under Roman law, an owner of a slave had total control of the enslaved person. A slave could 

not serve two masters. Now that the human belongs to Christ, services to any other master would be 

impossible. Jesus commented that, “Everyone who commits a sin is a slave to sin.” (John 8:34) 

Romans 6:17-19 

Humans who were once slaves of sin should give gratitude to God for their deliverance. In their hearts, 

they now obey the teachings they have received. They have become servants of righteousness. The 

human body is not to be involved in any impurity. All parts of a human are to be dedicated in the service 

of righteousness for holy living.  

Romans 6:20-22 

Humans who were slaves to sin did not concern themselves with righteousness. Sin did not bring 

fulfillment, but shame and death. A new master, God, has taken control, and the results are holiness and 

eternal life.  

Romans 6:23  



 
 

Sin, in payment for disobedient living, writes a check made payable to death. Those who accept grace by 

faith in Christ, and leave the clutches of sin behind, are rewarded with a free gift from God: eternal life 

in Christ Jesus. Humans have earned death, but through grace and faith in Jesus Christ, God gives the 

gift of life now and forever.  

Reflections for discussion of Romans 6:1-4, 6:12-14. 6:17-23 

a. What are some of the personal and social conditions holding humans slaves to sin and blocking 

their acceptance of God’s grace? Such a list might include pride, materialism, self-centeredness, 

apathy, and sexual indulgence.  

b. How can humans demonstrate they are dead to sin and raised to new life in Christ? In secret, 

attempt to do a Christian act of kindness to another human without any knowledge or recognition 

of self becoming known. Volunteer for a ministry in Christ’s church no other person wishes to 

do.  

 

Rev. V.L. Daughtery, Jr. is a retired South Georgia pastor. Contact him at vl_daughteryjr@mchsi.com.  

 

MAYBE SO … 

Dear Editor, 

For some time we’ve needed major work done on the sanctuary here at Utmost United Methodist 

Church. Thanks to some major donations for the work, construction has finally begun.  

Some of the work will require that the sanctuary not be used for a while. As you might imagine, this 

announcement was not met with great joy, to put it mildly.  

“Attendance is going to drop off during that time,” Will Goforth said to anyone who would listen. 

“When you interrupt people’s worship patterns, you always lose something.” 

Mulley Grubb said, “Everything looks fine to me. I don’t see why we need to interrupt things and fix 

what ain’t broke. Some folks just like to mix up things. Plus, it will take twice as long as they say.” 

Barry Tone, our music director, is excited about the renovation. “Acoustics have always been inadequate 

in the sanctuary,” he said. “The sound consultant really nailed it when he pointed out changes that will 

make a huge improvement. I’m looking forward to the new digs.” 

Our pastor, Rev Mostly Wright, said, “Anytime the church makes a change such as this there will be 

some naysayers, but the result will be well worth it.” 

Until next time... 
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Homer Heardmore 

Rhodes Crossing, Ga. 

 

Scripture Readings – July 18 

July 24 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Hosea 1:2-10 

Psalm 85 (UMH 806) 

Colossians 2:6-15 (16-19) 

Luke 11:1-13 

July 31 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Hosea 11:1-11 

Psalm 107:1-9, 43 (UMH 830) 

Colossians 3:1-11 

Luke 12:13-21 

August 7 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 

Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 (UMH 783) 

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

Luke 12:32-40 

 

 


