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Council Executive Committee affirms unity, moves forward 

Nashville, Tenn.: Meeting in Chicago July 19-20, the Council of Bishops' Executive Committee 

approved a framework for implementing the Commission on a Way Forward and took a step toward a 

called session of the General Conference in 2018. 

The Council acknowledged that the landscape of the church has changed dramatically since the General 

Conference approved the Council's proposal in May, but re-affirmed their commitment to lead the 

church forward. 

"The reported declarations of non-compliance from several annual conferences, the intention to convene 

a Wesleyan Covenant Association and the election of the Rev. Karen Oliveto as a bishop of the church 

have opened deep wounds and fissures within The United Methodist Church and fanned fears of 

schism," said Bishop Bruce R. Ough, Council president, in a detailed statement outlining the actions 

taken. "The church finds itself in an extremely fragile, highly contested season." 

The statement further reads, "We affirm that, as disciples of Jesus, we are all called to maintain unity in 

the bond of peace. As a Council, we re-affirm our commitment to lead the church in discerning and 

charting a way forward. We intend to do so with prayerful attention to both urgency and thoughtful 

preparation." 

The Council adopted a purpose statement for the Commission, including its mission, vision and scope, 

and determined that it will be composed of 20-25 members to be identified by Aug. 31 with a target of 

October for an initial meeting. Each bishop will nominate up to five persons, and names that have 

previously been submitted to either the president or executive secretary of the Council will be 

considered as well. 

A search is already underway for a professional facilitator to design and guide the Commission’s 

discernment process. Bishops Ken Carter, Sandra Steiner Ball and David Yemba have been selected to 

serve as a team of moderators to preside, provide spiritual guidance and pastoral care. Updates on the 

Commission's actions will be provided through regular press releases every four to six weeks. 

http://umcom.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d%40%2c56%3e%26JDG%3c93%3f%2f%3b%25TIK84%2f%3b3&RE=MC&RI=3679085&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=54576&Action=Follow+Link
http://umcom.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d%40%2c56%3e%26JDG%3c93%3f%2f%3b%25TIK84%2f%3b3&RE=MC&RI=3679085&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=54575&Action=Follow+Link
http://umcom.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d%40%2c56%3e%26JDG%3c93%3f%2f%3b%25TIK84%2f%3b3&RE=MC&RI=3679085&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=54574&Action=Follow+Link


 
 

An invitation to prayer for the Commission involving the entire church, called “Praying Our Way 

Forward,” will be launched in October. More details regarding that initiative will be forthcoming. 

The Executive Committee will bring the matter of a called special session to the full Council for 

consideration in November. Only the full Council could authorize such a session. 

In a related action, the Council further voted to urge the Judicial Council to include the South Central 

Jurisdictional Conference's request regarding the election of Bishop Karen Oliveto on the docket for 

their fall meeting on Oct. 25-28. 

For additional, more detailed information, read the full statement. 

 

New Wesley Foundation will launch this month in Brunswick 

What began 20 years ago when a few young adults gathered in a small room at Epworth By The Sea on 

St. Simons Island has laid the groundwork for a campus ministry in Brunswick. 

The Watering Hole, a summer worship service for college age young adults in Glynn County, has been a 

popular ministry since its inception in 1996. Meeting on Friday nights during the summer months, it 

attracts students who are home from college, summer ministry interns and staff, and young working 

adults with its relevant, Biblical teaching and contemporary worship. On a recent Friday evening nearly 

100 were worshiping together, hands raised in praise. 

Unlike past years, though, the teaching and singing won’t end with the summer. During the season’s 

final Watering Hole service, leaders announced that a new ministry would soon launch on the College of 

Coastal Georgia’s campus and that many of those in leadership at the Watering Hole would continue 

with the new Wesley Foundation. They are hoping to build on the momentum developed through the 

Watering Hole, they said.  

On Saturday, Aug. 20, the new Wesley Foundation at the College of Coastal Georgia (CCGA) will host 

a kickoff event, a cookout on the college’s grounds during move-in day. It will be a way for the ministry 

to introduce itself to students and parents, says Rev. Rob Grotheer, pastor at College Place United 

Methodist Church, which sits next to the campus in Brunswick. 

College Place UMC has hosted the event the past four years, and it seemed a perfect fit that the Wesley 

Foundation would join this year. In addition to feeding families a great, free lunch, volunteers help move 

furniture, refrigerators, and other dorm necessities. 

More than anything, it’s a way to connect and build relationships with the students and parents, and let 

them know there’s a caring Christian community right on campus. 

http://umcom.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d%40%2c56%3e%26JDG%3c93%3f%2f%3b%25TIK84%2f%3b3&RE=MC&RI=3679085&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=54573&Action=Follow+Link


 
 

Rev. Grotheer, who has long dreamed of a Wesley Foundation at CCGA, is thrilled that The United 

Methodist Church will have a presence on campus and that area churches have come together to support 

the ministry. 

“I see this as the next step, the next level of activity and ministry, and that we have a chance to really do 

our best to serve (the students) in a greater sense,” he said. 

One of the state’s 36 colleges and universities, in 2008 CCGA transitioned from a two-year community 

college into a four-year institution. When approached about the idea of starting a Wesley Foundation at 

CCGA, Rev. Michael McCord, Executive Director of the Georgia United Methodist Commission on 

Higher Education and Campus Ministry, was initially hesitant. 

But after touring the campus and seeing local leaders’ enthusiasm, he became excited about the idea.  

“We kept feeling like this is what we have to do, this is a ministry we can’t walk away from,” Rev. 

McCord said. “We started to talk and dream about what we could do.” 

After several local churches made significant financial commitments to launch the ministry and the 

Conference’s Council on Finance and Administration approved their $35,000 funding request, they 

decided to press on. 

“We thought, ‘We can’t not do it. We have to do this thing,’” he said. “I just really feel like God is in the 

midst of this. Churches are excited, we’ve got an amazing leadership team, and the financial resources 

have been made available to us. All of these things coming together … God is moving.”  

Ministry and leadership teams are being developed, but at the helm will be Rev. Drew Thompson, who, 

in addition to serving as pastor of Taylors Chapel in Brunswick, will serve as director of the Coastal 

Wesley Foundation. Cameron Jones, campus pastor at Taylors United Methodist Church and 

communications director at The Chapel Ministries in Brunswick, will help teach and lead. 

Campus ministries stand in the tenuous, scary, uncertain gap between high school and adulthood and 

help prepare students to be leaders in their faith and communities. That’s why their presence on college 

campuses are so vital, Rev. McCord says. 

“These Wesley Foundations open new opportunities,” he said. “One part of our responsibility is to help 

the church grow, to help the church find leaders, to help the church of tomorrow. That’s a big part of 

what Wesleys do. But more than that, we’re the missional outreach of the church on these college 

campuses, helping kids discover and develop their faith.” 

How to support the Coastal Wesley Foundation: 

Support it with your prayers: Cover this new ministry, the students it will serve, and its leaders in 

prayer. “Clearly, God, the Conference, and these churches are moving in a very special way, so be in 

prayer for that,” Rev. McCord said.  



 
 

Support it with your gifts: It takes resources to operate any ministry, especially a new one. Support the 

Wesley Foundation of Brunswick – and all South Georgia Wesley Foundations – as they share the 

gospel and Christ’s love by giving financially through the Georgia United Methodist Commission on 

Higher Education and Campus Ministry. Visit them online at www.umcommission.org  

Support it with your presence: Give the gift of your time and presence to a college student who is 

missing home (and probably his or her parents). A home-cooked meal or a conversation over coffee are 

easy ways to build relationships. 

“I’m definitely hoping all of the churches in this area will do their best to support (the Wesley 

Foundation of Brunswick) to help it be the ministry it needs to be in these kids’ lives,” Rev. Grotheer 

said. 

 

Churches embrace Pokémon Go craze 

They come on bikes, in cars, and on foot. They are young and young at heart. And they’re usually 

looking down at their phones as they wander onto church property.  

Who are they and what, exactly, are they doing? 

They’re Pokémon Go players, out trying to capture Pokémon (which means pocket monsters in English) 

or pitting their Pokémon against others in battles at Pokémon Gyms. 

What began in the mid-1990s as a video game has generated card games, television shows, and toys and 

has now culminated in the worldwide Pokémon Go craze. 

To play, one downloads the free, location-based augmented reality game onto his or her mobile phone 

and becomes a Pokémon trainer. Catching as many Pokémon as possible is the goal. 

Once a Pokémon is caught, trainers can battle their Pokémon against others at Pokémon Gyms and can 

collect valuable supplies at PokéStops.  

Several South Georgia United Methodist churches have been designated Pokémon Gyms and 

PokéStops, and church leaders say that they have seen foot and car traffic increase significantly in the 

month since the game launched. 

“We found out we were a pretty heavily sought-after gym when we saw vans full of people driving up 

and sitting in the parking lot,” said Cameron Jones, campus pastor at Taylors United Methodist Church 

and communications director at The Chapel Ministries in Brunswick. 

Taylors UMC is a PokéStop and The Chapel is a Pokémon Gym, and both churches have opened their 

doors to the public, posted their amenity wireless password so players can use it instead of their wireless 

data, and have welcomed their new visitors.  

http://www.umcommission.org/


 
 

“We will welcome them with open arms,” Jones said. “We’re going to embrace what people are into. 

Whatever it takes.” 

Just up the road in Savannah, Skidaway Island United Methodist Church has seen bikes, cars, and kids 

“everywhere” this summer, according to Rev. Devon Smyth, the church’s minister to families. Just 

down the street is a gated community with hundreds of homes and young families, and droves of 

middle-school boys have ridden their bikes into the church’s parking lot in the past few weeks, she said. 

The church has two PokéStops and is using them as opportunities to offer hospitality to those playing 

the game. Outside, Rev. Smyth set up a table with cups, a large cooler full of ice water, and a sign that 

read, “Welcome to SIUMC PokéStops. Take a break and enjoy some cold water.” 

She hopes players see it as a sign of kindness and welcome. 

“My hope is that children who come by here who may not have a church home might think it’s cool that 

this church cares about kids,” she said. “It may translate into something or it may never translate into 

anything, but this could be the only reflection of church someone sees, and I’d like it to be one of, 

‘We’re glad you’re here.’” 

Rev. Smyth plays Pokémon Go with her whole family – husband David and children Katie, 18, and Ben, 

11 – and it’s a great opportunity to engage and welcome the community, but hesitates about using it as 

an outreach tool to try to “catch” new members like players catch Pokémon. 

“I’m very much a Methodist and trust God’s prevenient grace,” she said. “We’re just showing 

hospitality. I think one of the first ways people learn of the grace of God is through relationships. This is 

just a really non-invasive relationship moment to say, ‘Hi, we’re glad you’re here. We’re grateful you’ve 

come by. Please feel welcome.’” 

Rev. Scott Hagan, pastor of Bonaire United Methodist Church, agrees that nabbing, luring, or trying to 

“catch” people like Pokémon is not the right way to capitalize on the game.  

“I don’t think you can catch a person like you can a Pokémon because people are real and more 

complex, and more and more, people are resistant to being nabbed,” he said. “That’s one of the ways the 

world has changed. People are really suspicious of attempts to capture them. In our Wesleyan tradition, 

I’m not sure that we’re doing right by our understanding of God’s grace if we try to nab or capture 

people. Conversion is a work of the Holy Spirit.” 

Bonaire UMC has five PokéStops on and near its property, though, and has seen an enormous increase 

in traffic since the game’s release. Thousands of people have come through the church’s parking lot in 

the past month, so Rev. Hagan knew that they needed to recognize their visitors and make them feel 

welcome. 

They hung a sign on the church doors that say, “Congrats on finding a Pokémon here. Come inside and 

find even greater than that: forgiveness, hope, & joy.” 



 
 

The sign is just the congregation offering hospitality, Rev. Hagan says.  

“As the world continues to change, one of the ways the church engages people is to meet them where 

they are. And in this case, they’re on our front steps playing a video game.” 

St. Marys United Methodist Church’s historic chapel is a PokéStop right in the heart of downtown St. 

Marys. Youth pastor Jeremy Cole decided to set up a water station to offer players a way to get relief 

from the 100-plus-degree temperatures as they walked around searching for Pokémon. 

“It doesn’t cost much to give some water and be friendly and hospitable,” he said. “We’re trying to grow 

and reach out, and I feel like being the church in the community is the way to go.” 

While he doesn’t expect the game or the water station to translate into an increase in church attendance, 

several Navy sailors visited the chapel’s PokéStop on a recent Thursday and then attended worship at 

the church on Sunday. 

“It was pretty awesome,” he said. 

Mason Schneider, 16, is a member of The Chapel and a Pokémon Go player who appreciates churches 

being hospitable and willing to open their doors to players.  

“I think it’s a great outreach,” he said. “It brings in a lot of different people, and they might just come 

back. I think it’s a great move.” 

 

South Georgia returns to East Africa 

By Rev. Denise Walton, Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries 

The South Georgia Annual Conference has a long history of partnership, mission, and ministry with the 

East Africa Annual Conference. Two of our primary points of focus have been Humble United 

Methodist School and the Hope for Africa Children’s Choir. Over the last five years, the partnership 

became dormant as the East Africa Annual Conference faced allegations from the General Church. The 

South Georgia Conference has prayerfully observed all the proceedings to include the ruling of the 

Judicial Council and the ongoing investigation of the Africa Central Conference Council of Bishops. 

While the church continues to work through the outcome of allegations, there are critical ministry needs 

within the East Africa Conference. To that end, Bishop James King, outgoing resident bishop of the 

South Georgia Conference, requested that I visit the East Africa Annual Conference to assess the critical 

needs of ministry and return to the East Africa Conference to ensure funding was provided to the chosen 

projects. 

I have traveled twice to East Africa this year, in March and June. The first visit was one of observation, 

as I visited ministries and met with lay leaders and district superintendents from six countries. I 



 
 

observed the church in East Africa alive and well, the episcopal staff ready and available to assist, and 

ministries thriving. These ministries ranged from ministering to refugees in Congo, rural schools, 

ongoing construction as churches build and grow, and medical services to those most in need. It was 

wonderful to witness Humble School providing education for local children as well as scholarships for 

vulnerable children. 

Following the initial visit, ministries submitted requests for funding and Bishop King, in consultation 

with leadership, chose eight projects to fund on a one-time basis. The following projects were funded:  

Humble School Urgent Needs – painting, repairs to the facility, purchase of beds for baby class, repair 

of kitchen stoves, mosquito nets to combat a constant malaria problem, and repair of the well. 

Humble School Poultry Project – a new project to begin a poultry farm that will create a food supply 

for children at Humble and generate income for the school and church. Three thousand chicks were 

purchased and a building at Humble School was converted for this project. In addition, to ensure the 

safety of children, a fence was erected to separate the project from the school. 

Nabulagala United Methodist Church – a new church start in the slums of Kampala. This 

congregation primarily consists of very hard working young adults who were refugees from the recent 

conflict in the Congo. This new church start already had a large structure with more than 300 in average 

worship attendance. South Georgia partnered with this community to complete the roof of the church 

and cement the floor of the worship facility. 

Wanyange Central United Methodist Church – this church has a long history of reaching out to the 

community to offer practical skills development in the women’s tailoring project. The sewing machines 

and materials were in need of replacement. South Georgia partnered with this ministry to provide sewing 

machines and increase the capacity of the project to reach women in the community.  

Nakivale United Methodist Church – Nakivale is located in northern Uganda within a United Nations 

refugee camp. Despite the harsh conditions as refugees resettle from the Congo and strive to reorient 

their lives, The United Methodist Church has a very large presence in this crisis. Nakivale has an 

average worship attendance of more than 300 and a developing women’s ministry to care for the needs 

of vulnerable women and children. A facility has already been constructed and ministry is developing as 

lay people work to meet the ongoing needs. This local church received assistance with evangelism and 

worship as well as the birth of a tailoring ministry which provides income for women to meet the urgent 

needs of vulnerable in the refugee camp. 

Hope Primary and Nursery School in Budondo – one of the projects at the United Methodist 

Empowerment Centre of Jinja located at Ibungu Village. The school was established in 2012 to meet the 

needs of rural families. There are 182 children enrolled in this school located on a two-acre piece of 

land. The school has a community well, garden for students, and three buildings. South Georgia 

partnered with this project to complete the construction of one classroom, purchase new desks for 

students, and repair the well to restore clean water to the school and surrounding community. 



 
 

Dr. B.T. Cooper United Methodist Educational Centre (Nairobi, Kenya) – this school meets the 

urgent and critical needs of children living in a poverty stricken area of Nairobi. A John Wesley medical 

clinic is just across from the school providing medical care to the community. The school has an 

enrollment of 350 students. South Georgia met the urgent need of clean, accessible water and textbooks 

for the students. 

Trinity Medical Dispensary – a ministry of Trinity United Methodist Church, this project addresses the 

critical need of medical care in a rural area of northern Kenya. The clinic is open 24 hours a day, seven 

days a week. Providing immunization, health services for expectant mothers and children, HIV medical 

services, mobility services for the disabled, eye exams and a host of other medical needs. The South 

Georgia Conference partnered with this project to purchase vaccines to immunize children, laboratory 

supplies to better serve the community both in the clinic and through mobile medical services. 

Today, the East Africa Annual Conference is restoring and rebuilding as ministry continues to grow and 

strengthen. Over the next few weeks, we will share stories from the East Africa Communication 

Department along with photos of the projects described above. 

East Africa Partnership: South Georgia at work again with East Africa – click here to watch a 

video - https://vimeo.com/176788973 

East Africa Partnership: Dr. B. T. Cooper United Methodist School – click here to watch a video - 

https://vimeo.com/176796804 

 

Living in the power of God’s promises  

Written by the episcopal staff of the East Africa Annual Conference 

On July 2, 2016, Trinity United Methodist Church was blessed and honored to have Rev. Denise 

Walton, the representative from the South Georgia Annual Conference, as the guest preacher. The day 

sparked off with great praise and worship and the congregation was full as people received the Word 

and even responded by giving their life to Christ.  

The Rev. Denise Walton, Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries, South Georgia 

Conference, arrived with Bishop Daniel Wandabula and a delegation from the East Africa Annual 

Conference. Rev. Walton centered her preaching on Living in the power of God’s promises. (Isaiah 

40:29-31)  

The worship service included a presentation from David Talbot, founder of Crutches 4 Africa, based in 

Denver, Colo. Talbot’s living testimony expressed his triumph as a survivor of polio. He encouraged the 

congregation to embrace and love the disabled and extend a service to one person in their community. 

Through Crutches 4 Africa, Talbot is giving back to the disabled who can’t support themselves by 

collecting mobility equipment like wheelchairs and shipping them to East Africa and beyond. Talbot 

https://vimeo.com/176788973
https://vimeo.com/176796804


 
 

educated the congregation on ways to include the disabled in the activities of the worship service. He 

insisted that the church began to use inclusive language such as, “please stand, if you are able.” The 

congregation immediately responded and begin to integrate this language into the service. 

Rev. Walton preached that God gives power to the weak and strength to the powerless, and those who 

trust in the Lord will be strong like the eagle. She asked people to be strong and always count on the 

Lord because God never fails.  

“The world is full of things that can’t be trusted, and if you are not careful we can be so hurt that it 

becomes hard to trust. This can also apply to our relationship with God as we begin to doubt the 

promises of God.” The Bible is the word of God and God never fails, she said. (Malachi 3:6) 

As the message concluded, the invitation to Christ was extended and several people gave their lives to 

God while others came forward for prayer. One could not fail to see and feel the power of God’s spirit in 

the church.  

As the worship service concluded, the congregation and community leaders witnessed the signing of 

The Memorandum of Understanding between the South Georgia Annual Conference (Rev. Denise 

Walton) and the East Africa Annual Conference (Bishop Daniel Wandabula). This agreement outlines 

the responsibilities of both annual conferences, measures of accountability, and the specific mission 

priorities between mission partners.  

Following the signing of the memorandum, congregants and community constituents were given 

mobility devices. The church was alive with laughter, excitement, and joy as the elderly and disabled 

received wheelchairs and other mobility devices. 

It was a blessing of God to be in the Central District, Trinity United Methodist Church, Gilgil, Kenya.  

The location was Trinity United Methodist Church, Kenya. A Memorandum of Understanding was 

signed between the South Georgia Conference and East Africa Annual Conference. The MOU included 

the parameters of the mission partnership, measures of accountability, and responsibility of each party.  

 

Bishop Bryan to speak at Pathways to Discipleship; still time to register 

Churches looking for new ideas, networking opportunities and practical, quality training for their 

pastors, parishioners, staff and leaders need look no further than this year’s Pathways to Discipleship 

conference. 

 

Scheduled for Saturday, August 20 at Trinity United Methodist Church in Warner Robins, the training 

event will offer participants more than 30 workshops from which to choose, each designed to help 

congregations become healthier and fulfill the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 



 
 

The training, which starts at 9:30 a.m. and lasts until 4 p.m., will begin with a time of worship and 

mission emphasis entitled “Neighborhoods to Nations.” South Georgia’s newly assigned bishop, Bishop 

R. Lawson Bryan, will be in attendance and will address attendees during the opening worship service. 

 

“Through this worship and mission time we will learn about several fruitful ministries in our Conference 

that are having tremendous impact reaching marginalized individuals and groups in their local 

communities and beyond,” said Allison Lindsey, associate director of Connectional Ministries. “The 

ideas gathered from other churches and networking opportunities shared are two more aspects of 

Pathways that makes it a great event for churches of all shapes and sizes.” 

 

After the “Neighborhoods to Nations” worship experience, participants will move into their selected 

workshops. Workshop subjects cover a host of issues, including children and youth-focused workshops, 

spiritual discipline workshops, and those focused on missions and outreach. Classes include 

“ReThinking Evangelism” “Electronic Giving,” and “Church Security,” among many others. 

 

“This year's Pathways promises to offer a great variety of workshops to help equip both clergy and laity 

in their ministry roles,” Lindsey said. “In addition to workshop leaders from across South Georgia, we 

are honored to have Winston Worrell from the World Evangelism Institute; Michael McCord, director of 

the Georgia Commission on Higher Education and Collegiate Ministry; and Brent Loeffler, a lay 

member of Bainbridge First UMC who currently serves on staff with the Georgia Sherriff's Association, 

joining us to teach this year. Brent will be leading a two-part workshop on church security, a hot topic 

right now in our society.” 

 

Resources to help promote Pathways in your church can be found at www.sgaumc.org/pathways. The 

design team urges local church leaders to carpool to the event to minimize travel costs and to maximize 

the benefits of the day by continuing the learning conversation during the return trip. 

 

Register online at www.sgaumc.org/pathways. The registration deadline has been extended to allow 

more congregations and individuals time to register. The conference costs $20 per person. A boxed 

lunch from Chick-fil-A is included in the registration fee. Safe Sanctuaries compliant childcare is 

available for newborn to fifth-grade children at a cost of $10 per child, which covers the cost of their 

lunch. .5 CEU credits are available for this event. 

 

For questions, contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com.  

 

The Congregational Development Corner 

10 for 10 (10 steps for 10 percent growth) 

http://www.sgaumc.org/
http://www.sgaumc.org/
http://www.sgaumc.org/pathways
mailto:allison@sgaumc.com


 
 

During the 2016 Annual Conference session, action steps for congregational growth were shared during 

a Fruitfulness in Evangelism panel discussion, moderated by Rev. Jay Hanson, director of 

Congregational Development. Five clergy – Rev. Antonie Walker, Rev. Leigh Anne Raynor, Rev. Hale 

Bishop, Rev. Matt Hearn, and Rev. Jim Cowart – each shared two key tools for evangelism and growth 

and together gave clergy and lay attendees 10 action steps for 10 percent growth.  

In the next several Advocate issues Congregational Development will share articles to give you and 

your congregation practical steps for church growth and development.  

Simplify 

By Rev. Antonie E. Walker 

It’s complicated. Unfortunately, that’s the only way to describe some of our churches’ philosophies. No 

one is really aware of what it is that the church is all about. That shouldn’t be the case. Church growth 

and development depend on clarity and simplicity. 

Take a moment and think of what your church mission (why we exist), vision (who we seek to become), 

method (how we plan to accomplish these things), and core values (what matters most to us) are. Can 

you think of them? Do you have them? Is your church culture honestly reflective of them? 

If our conference is to grow by 10 percent in the next year, we have to become serious about simplifying 

our philosophy so that our members will be able to put it into practice. Please understand that in no way 

am I suggesting that we should water down the gospel. The message will remain strong and central. 

However, I am suggesting that we remove the clutter from our church culture. Here’s an example of a 

simplified philosophy from the church I’m privileged to serve, Grace Corner: 

Mission: To exemplify, educate, and encourage life in Jesus Christ. 

Vision: We seek to become the most caring, covenant community of Christians the world has 

ever seen. 

Method: Through next-level ministry (excellence), major marketing (evangelism), significant 

community involvement (adopting Southwest High and an apartment complex), and health and 

wealth campaigns (improving the quality of our lives through dieting, exercise, financial literacy, 

and disciplined efforts), we will fulfill our mission. 

 Core Values: Teaching, Fellowship, Meals, The Lord’s Supper, and Prayer (Acts 2:42). 

This concept has been perfected in the secular world by Five Guys Burgers and Fries. Their menu is 

shockingly simple. In an incredibly smart approach to fast food, they’ve noticed that they can’t do 

everything well, so they identified what they do that’s above average and they focus on those things 

only. That mentality, coupled with the best ingredients, makes for a successful national chain. If Five 

Guys Burgers and Fries can do that, why can’t the church? We already offer the absolute best product, 



 
 

now it’s a matter of adopting a simple approach to making Him known to the communities we serve. 

Jesus taught us that candles belong on stands atop hills, not under bushes. It’s really not that 

complicated. Shine for Jesus and draw men, women, boys, and girls to Him! That’s what our church 

cultures should be centered on. Nothing more, nothing less. 

Rev. Antonie Walker is Senior Servant of Grace Corner Church in Macon. It’s an innovative restart 

that’s growing with the motto, “No Judgment, Just Jesus!” Contact him at pastoraew@aol.com.  

 

We love you, South Georgia!!! 

FROM THE BISHOP 

JAMES R. KING, JR. 

Hello, beautiful people of South Georgia!  

This is our last article for the Advocate. 

Some of you are old enough to remember the chorus sung at the end of the Mickey Mouse show. It 

began with these words: “Now it’s time to say goodbye to all our company.” Well, Rose and I are not 

saying goodbye, but we are at a time in our lives where we are turning to another page and so are you as 

you receive a new episcopal family. 

We will always have space in our hearts for you. We understand that when there has been an investment 

of love and care in the life of a person, family, congregation, or conference, the heart expands by design 

to include. You have been so good to us and we are so very grateful for the kindness and generosity we 

have received from you. Yes, we love you!! 

Now you have a new bishop. Bishop R. Lawson Bryan and his wife, Sherrill, are delightful. Rose and I 

are sure you will love them as you have loved us. 

As you look forward to the future with your new bishop, I urge you to continue to be you.  

Who are you? 

 A conference that loves God through Jesus Christ. 

 You are generous and it shows as you continue to give to missions both locally and globally. 

 You are creative! Never satisfied with the status quo, you remain open to be led by the Holy 

Spirit as you continue work on your sanctification. You are always improving. 

 You are intentionally inclusive, caring for all of God’s people. 

 

As you share your stories of faith, be sure to share your hopes as well. Help Bishop Bryan and Mrs. 

Bryan in every way possible. 

mailto:pastoraew@aol.com


 
 

 Be patient with your new episcopal family as they seek to learn about a wonderful conference 

named South Georgia. 

 Pray for them to do well. If mistakes are made along the way, be quick to forgive and assist. 

 

Now hear God today through: 

Joshua 

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be 

with you wherever you go.” Josh. 1:9 

Jeremiah  

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future.” Jer. 29:11 

Jesus  

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 

with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matt. 28:19 -20 

God has a wonderful future in store for you, so keep loving and serving. 

Keep up with each other by reading the Advocate and the Link. Go to www.sgaumc.org often to stay 

connected.  

You will be in our hearts and our prayers. 

We will continue to tweet, sharing My Devotional Takeaways, and I may continue to blog as well. My 

new email address is hbpjking@gmail.com.   

Remember, God’s will for us is good. We must do the rest! 

We love you!!! 

James and Rose King 

 

Safe in God’s love 

Summer Quarter: Toward a New Creation 

Unit 3: Life on God’s Terms 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+29:11&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+29:11&version=NIV
http://www.sgaumc.org/
mailto:hbpjking@gmail.com


 
 

Sunday school lesson for the week of August 7, 2016 

By Rev. V.L. Daughtery, Jr. 

Lesson Scripture: Romans 8:28-39 

Background Scripture: Romans 8:28-39 

Introduction: In the Old Testament is the story of Joseph, the son of Jacob and Rachel (Genesis 30:25). 

Joseph was loved more dearly by his father than all of the other children. This relationship created an 

atmosphere of extreme jealously (Genesis 37:1-4). His brothers’ lack of love led to Joseph being sold 

into slavery by them to a group of Ishmaelite traders on their way to Egypt (Genesis 37:28). Many years 

passed, filled with trials and tribulations for Joseph (Genesis 39-46). His brothers, because of a famine, 

traveled to Egypt to purchase grain. In the exciting story, the brothers appeared before Joseph, now a 

ruler of Pharaoh. They were accused of being criminals. Joseph, with deep emotion, reveals to them that 

he is the brother they sold into slavery. There is neither anger nor revenge from Joseph. The brothers 

were told by Joseph that the plan and wisdom of God were involved in all that had taken place. “So it 

was not you who sent me here, but God.” (Genesis 45:4-8) This episode is one of ancient Israel’s 

favorite stories. It reinforces the belief that God has the power to intermingle all things for good in the 

lives of those lovingly consecrated to him. Paul believed those who follow Jesus Christ are eternally safe 

in God’s love.  

Read aloud Romans 8:28-39  

Believers in God, through faith in Christ, can depend upon and trust in God’s effective concern for them. 

This association is available only to those who have repented, accepted grace, and love God. In this 

love, exercised by a faith relationship through Christ, there exists a plan and a purpose for every human.  

Romans 8:28 

Even through pain, suffering, accidents, and misfortune, God uses his will for good for humans. This 

active, positive process is not universal. It is available to those called according to his purpose. God’s 

love always wins. Safe in God’s love, the believer never can be separated from that relationship by 

trials, anxiety, or distress. Faith in Jesus Christ is a fortress of the human soul in which grace resides and 

is defended by the Holy Spirit.  

Romans 8:29-30  

An all-knowing God has planned ahead for everyone made in his image. God foreknew, predestined, 

called, and justified those who love him. There is, in Paul’s thinking, the flavor of predestination, but 

accompanied with the color of human responsibility. Acceptance of grace requires an individual 

response. God intends for humans to be conformed to the image of his Son. God desires the Son to be 

the first in a huge family. God’s original purpose in creating humans in his image has not been forgotten. 

Through Jesus Christ, God desires to make all humans his sons and daughters. Those who hold 



 
 

membership in God’s family already possess a sense of the joy, happiness, splendor, and glory yet to be 

fully experienced in the kingdom yet to come.  

Romans 8:31-32 

A professor of New Testament often said to his theological students, “Examine yourself after your first 

year as a pastor. If you have met no opposition, have no critics, no one wants you to leave, and 

everybody loves you, something is wrong with the gospel you are proclaiming. Go into a closet, get on 

your knees, and ask God to tell you how to have the courage to preach and be like Paul.” 

“Who is against us?” asks Paul. It does not matter, since God is for us. Evil forces assault, but God with 

us will be the victor. God did not hold back his son from the cross, but gave him to rescue all humans 

from sin. A God who gives like that on the cross will meet the needs of everyone. Humans can be 

assured they are secure in such love.  

Romans 8:33-34 

Paul moves his imagery in his epistle into a court of law. Humans have been guilty of sin. Now on trial, 

God, the presiding Judge, pronounces humans, because of their faith and acceptance of God’s grace, 

“not guilty.” Only Jesus Christ can bring condemnation, but he has gone to the cross to save humans. He 

has, by this action, become a defender of humans, not a prosecutor. Acquitted by God, no one is found 

to condemn them. Jesus Christ died for humans and is raised from the dead. Believers are safe in the 

love of God. There is not anything capable of separating humans from the love of such a God and his 

Son. Sinful charges against humans are dismissed.  

Romans 8:35-36 

Paul sees humans being killed like sheep because of their love for Jesus Christ. They are not delivered 

from this persecution. Christ followers who are persecuted are enabled, however, to find meaning and 

even blessing in their trials. Humans, under duress, become more than conquerors through the love 

expressed by God for them in the death and resurrection of Jesus. One who had been sentenced to death 

for breaking a rule in a prisoner of war compound was heard to say to her executioner, “All for Jesus. 

All for Jesus. All for Jesus.”  

Romans 8:37 

What are humans to do when assaulted by trouble, distress, harassment, famine, nakedness, danger, and 

sword? They are to recall that overwhelming victory belongs to them because Christ has loved and died 

for them. At lunch counters, on buses, in restaurants, and on college campuses, African Americans of a 

past generation joined hands and raised voices to protest injustice and sang, “We Shall Overcome.” 

They could do so because they were on the side of God who is always on the side of the oppressed and 

breaks down dividing walls of hostility. God makes victorious those suffering injustices.  

Romans 8:38-39 



 
 

Paul now makes a list of 10 items holding the possibility of separating humans from the love of God. 

There is not anything, however, on the list that can separate humans from God if they remain safe in the 

love of God given to them by faith in Jesus Christ.  

Reflections on Romans 8:28-39 for discussion  

a. How can humans know they are safe in God’s love? 

b. Who, in today’s world, are opponents and oppressors of God? 

 

Rev. V.L. Daughtery, Jr. is a retired South Georgia pastor. Contact him at vl_daughteryjr@mchsi.com.  

 

Living under God’s mercy 

Summer Quarter: Toward a New Creation 

Unit 3: Life on God’s Terms 

Sunday school lesson for the week of August 14, 2016 

By Rev. V.L. Daughtery, Jr. 

Lesson Scripture: Romans 9:6-18 

Background Scripture: Romans 9:6-29 

Introduction: Some adults reflect on childhood games played during recess in elementary school. The 

painful process of choosing team members one at a time was the sole responsibility of elected leaders. 

To be chosen last for a team, or not to be chosen at all, left a residue of low self-worth and personal 

scars of poor self-esteem. Dealing with episodes of being overlooked and ignored in life can be 

addressed by the amazing grace of God. When humans understand they are made in the image of God, 

they comprehend that through Christ, God wishes to make everybody somebody. In the process of 

becoming daughters and sons of God, humans are chosen to have a place in God’s family, love, and 

plans. Feelings of inadequacy are diminished, and the future is unhindered. It is a rewarding, joyful 

experience to live under God’s rule.  

Read aloud Romans 9:6-29  

Paul, a Jew converted to being a Christ follower, was concerned about the Jewish rejection of Jesus as 

the Messiah. The author of the Letter to the Romans maintained that Israel remained the chosen people 

of God. In the final analysis, Gentiles would be the instrument by which all the Jews would be saved. 

This means of using Gentiles to win Jews is not inconsistent with God’s nature. God, who is absolute 

sovereign, has the right and power to do what he chooses to do. At the conclusion of God’s plan, power, 

and actions, Jews and Gentiles will be saved. 

Romans 9:6-7 

mailto:vl_daughteryjr@mchsi.com


 
 

Paul goes to the Old Testament and lifted the names of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Exodus 3:6) to begin 

his analysis of the Jewish rejection of Jesus as the Messiah. Paul maintained that God’s word to these 

patriarchs has neither failed nor been withdrawn. As an example, only some of the descendents of 

Abraham were involved in the covenant. Ishmael, son of Abraham, was rejected in favor of Isaac 

(Genesis 21:10-14).  

Romans 9:8-9  

Paul made a distinction between “children of the flesh” and “children of the promise.” Ishmael and Esau 

were not included in the covenant (Genesis 25:32, Malachi 1:2, and Malachi 3). Throughout Jewish 

history, there had been a process of election. God has the power and the privilege to choose and to 

reject. Only Isaac’s and Jacob’s offspring were children of God’s promise. 

Romans 9:10-13 

Jacob and Esau were the twin sons of Isaac and Rebecca. While in their mother’s womb, God selected 

Jacob as the one who would receive the promises of the covenant (Genesis 25:21-26). This choosing 

was an act of grace and not based upon worthiness. Persons are not invited by God into a covenant 

relationship based on good works and merit but by God’s choice to grant grace. God in his mercy deals 

with humans on his own terms.  

Romans 9:14-16 

God, said the apostle, chooses to be gracious to whomever he selects (Exodus 33:17-19). Selection of 

nations, people, and individuals depends upon God’s terms and not human demands. God can neither do 

anything that violates his own nature nor break his own laws, but he can, as he wills, bestow mercy on 

his own terms.  

Romans 9:17-18 

An omnipotent God has the power of selectivity and providing mercy according to his will. God also has 

the right to harden the attitudes of anyone chosen. Pharaoh was given a position of authority to serve as 

an illustration of what happens to those who oppose the will of God (Exodus 10:1-2). Hard hearts can be 

used to provide release from slavery and injustice. The abuse of human rights by Jim Crow Laws caused 

their repeal. Individuals were given freedom of access to buses, colleges, restaurants, public schools, and 

the right to vote because of the hard hearts of segregationists.  

Romans 9:19-21 

God’s choices, to the observer, may appear to be arbitrary, but they are never unjust. His decisions come 

packaged with mercy. Humans are totally dependent upon God. God’s will cannot be altered, changed, 

or rejected, but only accepted. Paul used the pottery imagery from the Old Testament to affirm there is a 

planned design in all that God undertakes (Isaiah 29:16; 45:9; 64:8; Jeremiah 18:1-11). The potter has 



 
 

the right to make different items from the same lump of clay. A lump of clay cannot comprehend the 

purposes of the potter. God is the potter. Humans are the clay. 

Romans 9:22-24 

God, to make known his fury and power, has delayed and worked with those who deserve his 

destruction. This has been done because God’s overall plan will be accomplished. Ultimately, God’s 

glory will be revealed. Jews and Gentiles will be the recipients of this glory. 

Romans 9:25-29 

Again, Paul referred to the Old Testament. Hosea, the prophet, looked for the day when the Jews would 

say to God, “Thou art my God,” and God would say to the Jew, “You are my people” (Hosea 2:23). He 

also quoted from Isaiah (10:22-23; 10:27-28). There will be judgment for the Jews, but a remnant of the 

descendants of Abraham will receive the mercy of God.  

Reflections for discussion of Romans 9:6-29 

a. What are your feelings about Paul’s theology that God chooses some and not others? 

b. The hymn tells us “Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine.” How do humans know they are living 

under God’s mercy?  

 

Rev. V.L. Daughtery, Jr. is a retired South Georgia pastor. Contact him at vl_daughteryjr@mchsi.com.  

 

John Wesley: Art Critic? 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 

DAVE HANSON 

John Wesley was a man of many interests. He read everything he could find about electricity, medicine, 

and numerous other subjects. He was interested in architecture and art. Here is a quote from Wesley 

about art: 

“Of pictures I do not pretend to be a judge, but there is one, by Paul Rubens, which particularly struck 

me, both with the design and the execution of it. It is Zacharias and Elizabeth, with John the Baptist, two 

or three years old, coming to visit Mary, and our Lord sitting upon her knee. The passions are 

surprisingly expressed, even in the children; but I could not see either the decency or common sense of 

painting them stark naked: nothing can defend or excuse this. It is shockingly absurd, even an Indian 

being the judge. I allow, a man who paints thus may have a good hand, but certainly he has no brains.” 

Feb. 7, 1772 

 

mailto:vl_daughteryjr@mchsi.com


 
 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 8/1/2016 edition 

Albany First UMC Celebrates 175 Years: “Celebrate” Service with Rev. Mike McAfee – Aug. 14  

This year marks the 175th year of Albany First United Methodist Church in downtown Albany. To 

commemorate the anniversary, the church has planned four Unified Services, featuring guest speakers 

and followed by a covered dish meal. The Unified Services have unique themes and the services start at 

10:30 a.m. in the church’s sanctuary. The remaining series services include Aug. 14: “Engage” with 

Rev. Cindy Autry and Dec. 4: “Anticipate” with Dr. John Horton. Contact Beth O’Brien for more 

information at bethrobrien@gmail.com. Albany First UMC is located at 307 Flint Ave., Albany, Ga. 

Georgia Chapter PAUMCS Annual Conference – Aug. 18-21 

The Georgia Chapter of the Professional Association of United Methodist Church Secretaries 

(PAUMCS) is having their Annual Conference at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island on Aug. 18-

21, 2016. All church secretaries, administrative assistants, financial secretaries, district secretaries, or 

those who work for United Methodist agencies are welcome to attend. Your position can be a paid or 

volunteer position. For more information and a registration form, visit www.ga-paumcs.org or call 

Charlene Carr at (229) 382-6100 (at Tifton First United Methodist Church). Additional Information 

Pathways – Aug. 20 

Churches looking for new ideas, networking opportunities and practical, quality training for their 

pastors, parishioners, staff and leaders need look no further than the 2016 Pathways to Discipleship 

conference. Scheduled for Saturday, Aug. 20, 2016, at Trinity United Methodist Church in Warner 

Robins, the training event will offer participants dozens of workshops to choose from, each designed to 

help congregations become healthier and to fulfill the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ. South 

Georgia’s newly assigned bishop, Bishop R. Lawson Bryan, will be in attendance and will address 

attendees during Pathways’ opening worship service. The registration deadline has been extended to 

allow more congregations and individuals time to register. Visit www.sgaumc.org/pathways for more 

information, including workshop descriptions and registration. 

Peer Pastor Network: A Conversation about PASSION – Aug. 25  

Congregational Development and the Board of Ordained Ministry are teaming up to sponsor a Peer 

Pastor Network designed to foster key conversations around selected crucial concepts dealing with 

LEADERSHIP. These “conversations” are being held at strategic locations across the conference, and 

pastors are invited to participate in one or all of them. PLEASE NOTE: These conversations are 

specifically designed for LEADERS. Congregational Development will be offering a different series of 

conversations designed to address the specific needs of pastors serving congregations that need a 

chaplain more than they need a visionary leader. (Note: both Visionary Leaders and Compassionate 

Chaplains are needed and important.) The Aug. 25 PPN conversation will be held on Thursday, Aug. 25 

from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. (includes lunch) at Pittman Park UMC in Statesboro and will be hosted by 

Rev. Bill Bagwell. Space is limited and will be given to those who register first. Click here to register.  

mailto:bethrobrien@gmail.com
http://www.ga-paumcs.org/
http://www.sgaumc.org/eventdetail/www.ga-paumcs.org
http://www.sgaumc.org/pathways
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PeerPastor


 
 

Warner Robins First UMC’s 75th Anniversary Celebration – Aug. 28 

Save the date! Warner Robins First UMC will celebrate its 75th Anniversary on Sunday, Aug. 18 at its 

10:30 a.m. worship service. Guest pastors Rev. Jimmy Duke and Rev. Tom Carruth will preach. Lunch 

will follow in Carter Hall. Lunch tickets need to be purchased in advance by calling 478-923-3737. 

Warner Robins First UMC is located at 205 North Davis Drive; Warner Robins, GA 31093. Visit them 

online at www.fumcwrga.org.  

South Central District Camp Meeting at Camp Tygart – Sept. 11-15 

South Central District Camp Meeting will be held at Camp Tygart Sept. 11 through Sept. 15.  Dinner 

will begin at 6 p.m. Those attending will be asked to bring a covered dish. A detailed list by church will 

be published soon. Dr. Buddy Cooper, District Superintendent of the Northwest District, will be this 

year’s speaker. Contact the South Central District Office at 229-242-7470 with questions. 

UMVIM Leader and Team Training – Sept. 17 

Have you been on a mission journey and would you like to take others to a destination to serve? Have 

you led teams before and would you be interested in sharing your experiences in other local churches to 

help them engage in mission opportunities both at home and abroad by training team leaders? This 

training is designed for all who are interested in learning more about leadership and opportunities in 

missions. The cost is $30 per person, which includes materials and lunch. The training is set for 

Saturday, Sept. 17 at St. Mark UMC in Douglas. Schedule: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.: Team Leader Training. 

Register here to attend this training. If your church would be interested in hosting an UMVIM 

training or for additional information, contact Dr. Gene Barber at hbarber781@bellsouth.net.  

Welcome service and reception for Bishop and Mrs. Bryan – Sept. 18 

On Sunday, Sept. 18, the Conference will host a welcome service and reception for South Georgia’s new 

episcopal family, Bishop R. Lawson Bryan and Mrs. Sherrill Bryan. It will be held at 4 p.m. at Mulberry 

Street United Methodist Church in Macon. All are invited and encouraged to attend. More information 

will be forthcoming.  

Methodist Children's Home Work Day Offering – Sept. 18 

Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special Work Day Offering to support 

the ministry of The Methodist Home for Children and Youth. The Work Day Offering for the Methodist 

Home is a tradition from the 1900s, a time when people, mostly farmers, donated the equivalent of one 

day’s wages to the Methodist Home. Sometimes they would load a freight car with cotton or peanuts and 

send it to Macon. Today folks just use a calculator. The amount of the work day offering can be 

calculated quite simply: Divide your annual income by 365 (farmers didn’t take vacation days.) For 

example, if a person made $60,000 a year, it would be $60,000 divided by 365 = $164. Whether you 

give cotton or a check, be assured that your gift will bring hope and a new lease on life to the more than 

400 children and families they serve every day. To learn more about this incredible ministry of our 

conference visit www.themethodisthome.org.  

http://www.fumcwrga.org/
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/StMarksUMVIM
mailto:hbarber781@bellsouth.net
http://www.themethodisthome.org/


 
 

KidzQuest – Sept. 23-25 

KidzQuest is an annual fall weekend retreat for third through sixth grade students at Epworth By The 

Sea on St. Simons Island. Sponsored by South Georgia's Connectional Ministries, KidzQuest offers a 

chance for children to take a break from school, spend time with friends, worship with church groups of 

all sizes and hear about the HOPE we have in Christ’s unfailing love. Free time has been scheduled in to 

allow for groups to enjoy the island as well. Click here for more information. Registration is open. Space 

is limited to the first 500 complete registrations. Deadline is Sept. 12, 2016, or until event fills up. 

Eagles’ Fall Retreat – Oct. 24-26 

The South Georgia Eagles’ Fall Retreat is set for Oct. 24-26, 2016 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons 

Island. The theme is “A Silver Lining” with retired Bishop Richard Looney leading the sessions. He will 

address the following topics: 1) Engaging life –Learning from the humor of Jesus; 2) Dealing with 

personal loss and sorrow – we help others, can we help ourselves?; 3) The joy of planning one’s own 

funeral – this is not as heavy as it sounds. All retirees of the South Georgia Annual Conference, aka 

“Eagles,” are invited to the Fall Retreat. If possible, please bring a craft, canned food item, or something 

others might want to purchase for placement in the silent auction that’s held to help pay the retreat 

expenses. Each Eagle is responsible for making their own reservations. Call Epworth By The Sea at 912-

638-8688 for rates and to make your reservation before Oct 12. Come to be rejuvenated! 

 

OBITUARIES 

Mrs. Carol Wood Mathis 

On the afternoon of Tuesday, July 19, 2016, Carol Wood Mathis walked into the loving arms of her 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. She was 80 years old. 

Born in Tampa, Florida on August 26, 1935, Carol was born one of seven children to the late Rev. M.J. 

Wood and Mary Willis McDonald Wood. In the summer of 1958, she married the true love of her life, 

Rev. Dr. Vance B. Mathis, and together they raised three loving daughters to know and follow Christ.  

Mrs. Mathis had a deep passion for teaching and loved to learn from the time she was a young girl. She 

earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Spanish while minoring in English and used her education to become a 

well-loved teacher. Mrs. Mathis taught at several different schools in her career, the latest school being 

Brentwood Academy. In her retirement years, she enjoyed traveling and going on cruises with family 

and friends. Carol also loved going on dinner dates with her husband every chance they had.  

Carol was a faithful member of Bonaire United Methodist Church and also dedicated much of her time 

to Indian Springs Holiness Campground Meetings. Her caring disposition, genuine love for everyone, 

and ability to brighten anyone’s day is a legacy that will forever live in each person’s heart that she 

touched in her lifetime.  

http://www.sgaumc.org/kidzquest


 
 

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her siblings, Myrene Gillis and Willis Wood. 

She leaves her memory behind with her husband of almost 58 years, Rev. Dr. Vance B. Mathis of 

Bonaire; children, Melody M. Whitaker (Travis) of Cordele, Merrie M. DeJeet (Frank) of Bonaire, and 

Marci M. Sorrell (Brad) of Macon; grandchildren, Ryan and Kyle Whitaker, and Lauren, Lindy, and 

Libby DeJeet; siblings, Marcia Templeton (Wayne) of Dublin, Laurence Wood (Kath) of Lexington, 

Kentucky, Alan Wood (Connie) of Macon, Joy Hencley (Roger) of Byron; sister-in-law, Freddie Ann 

Wood; and a number of adoring nieces and nephews. 

Services were held on Saturday, July 23 at Bonaire United Methodist Church. Following the service, 

Carol was laid to rest in Magnolia Park Mausoleum. 

Donations may be given in memory of Mrs. Mathis to Indian Springs Holiness Camp Meeting, Attn: 

Treasurer, Kevin Thompson, PO Box 1742, Mableton, GA 30126. 

Friends may go to www.mcculloughfh.com to sign an online registry for the family and to view the 

memorial video once it has been finalized.  

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – August 2016 

8/02 – Roger Mays: 1418 Eason Stalvey Rd.; Hahira, GA 31632 

8/05 – Gordon Dukes: 126 Nelson Ave.; Garden City, GA 31408 

8/05 – Joe Romigh: 2507 Marixa Dr.; Statham, GA 30666 

8/07 – B.G. Roberts, Sr.: PO Box 3207; Brunswick, GA 31521 

8/08 – Don Adams: 1104 Wingate Street; Dublin, GA 31021 

8/08 – Jim Nelson: 3584 Hidden Acres Dr.; Atlanta, GA 30340 

8/09 – Creede Hinshaw: 2924 Hillandale Circle S; Macon, GA 31204 

8/09 – Byron Scott: 392 E. Magnolia St.; Jesup, GA 31546 

8/10 – Allison Rhodes: 16A Lenox Pointe, Atlanta, GA 30324 

8/13 – Mike Huling: PO Box 681.; Darien, GA 31305 

8/15 – Nathan Godley: 322 E. Oglethorpe Ave.; Savannah, GA 31401 

8/15 – Charles Houston, Jr.: 505 Ft. King George Dr.; Darien, GA 31305 

8/16 – Dick Reese: 6593 Patriot Dr.; Columbus, GA 31909 

8/17 – Eugene Pollett, Sr.: 30 Branson Mill Dr. NW; Cartersville, GA 30120 

8/20 – Dave Hanson: 106 George T. Morris Cir.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 

8/21 – John Eckert: 237 Bartholomew Blvd.; Jeffersonville, IN 47130 

8/22 – Tom Edwards: 315 Phillips Ave.; Port Wentworth, GA 31407 

8/22 – John Powell: 1691 Church Loop Rd.; Rockledge, GA 30454 

8/23 – Joe Johnston: 24977 Tanglewood Dr.; Custer, SD 57730 

8/24 – Jim Burgess, III: 661 East Plum St.; Jesup, GA 31546 

8/24 – Sam Lamback, Jr.: 821 Wesleyan Dr.; Macon, GA 31210 

8/25 – Charles Puryear: 106 Sandra St.; Thomasville, GA 31792 

8/25 – Elliott Sams: 6400 Popular Ave.; Memphis, TN 38197 

8/27 – Ben Dowdy: 231 Cemetery Rd.; Cordele, GA 31015-9497 

http://www.mcculloughfh.com/


 
 

8/28 – David Carter: 102 Rivoli Oaks Circle; Macon, GA 31210 

8/28 – Robert Clark: 2022 E Pinetree Blvd.; Thomasville, GA 31792 

8/30 – Jenny Jackson-Adams: 312 Brantley Ridge; Warner Robins, GA 31088 

8/31 – Lyndal Hurley: PO Box 26; Attapulgus, GA 39815 

8/31 – Willie Beasley: 100 E. Park Ave.; Valdosta, GA 31602 

 

Scripture Readings – August 1 

August 7 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 

Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 (UMH 783) 

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

Luke 12:32-40 

August 14 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 5:1-7 

Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 (UMH 801) 

Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

Luke 12:49-56 

August 21 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 

Psalm 71:1-6 (UMH 794) 

Hebrews 12:18-29 

Luke 13:10-17 

 

MAYBE SO … 

Dear Editor, 

The summer children’s project here at Utmost United Methodist Church is going well. It got off to a 

rather bumpy start. Joy Rushing presented the idea of summer lunches for children who lack enough to 

eat.  

“Why should we provide lunch for those kids?” Will Notley asked. “It’s their parents’ responsibility to 

feed them.” Will was not alone with that opinion. The first presentation was voted down.  

At the next council meeting, Joy brought the counselor from the community elementary school. The 

counselor told of the numbers of students who, during the school year, rely on the free lunch for basic 



 
 

nutrition. She told story after story about students from single parent homes, students who have disabled 

parents, and families who struggle to even to get essential medications. 

As the meeting closed, a significant number of our members pledged financial support for the summer. 

By the next meeting, the program was fully funded. The school counselor compiled a list of students 

who qualified for the program and sent confidential invitations. 

Sunday morning, Joy reported that 65 qualified children were consistently served nutritious meals five 

days a week during the summer vacation. 

Until next time … 

Homer Heardmore 

Rhodes Crossing, Ga. 

 


