
 
 

 

 

SOUTH GEORGIA ADVOCATE – SEPTEMBER 6 EDITION  

 

Bishop R. Lawson Bryan begins serving as South Georgia’s bishop 

Bishop Robert Lawson Bryan began his role as South Georgia Conference’s episcopal leader Thursday, 

Sept. 1 and will serve as the conference’s bishop for the next four years. He succeeds Bishop James R. 

King, Jr., who retired after serving eight years as South Georgia’s episcopal leader.  

Bishop Bryan was elected bishop Wednesday, July 13 at the Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference’s 

quadrennial meeting at Lake Junaluska, N.C. On the tenth ballot, Bishop Bryan, 66, received 256 of 375 

votes cast. 

He previously served as senior pastor of Montgomery First United Methodist Church in Montgomery, 

Ala., in the Alabama West-Florida Conference. 

Following his election he stated, “It is an honor to be elected by colleagues in our jurisdiction and to see 

God at work. For the past year, I have referenced Ephesians 2:5, ‘Alive Together in Christ’ and ask for 

your prayers as I seek God’s will as a leader in our SEJ Conference.”  

On Sept. 1, Bishop Bryan become one of 13 active bishops serving the episcopal areas of the 15 annual 

conferences that make up the Southeastern Jurisdiction. 

“The opportunity to participate in the episcopal election process over the past year has been a great 

blessing to me,” Bishop Bryan said. “This truly is a spiritual discernment process. I have grown 

spiritually as I have prayerfully reflected on the questions and discussions. I am grateful to the delegates 

who served Christ and the Church so diligently. The experience of being elected and consecrated is still 

amazing to me. I would echo the words of one delegate who said, ‘the presence of the Holy Spirit was 

palpable as the SEJ conference acted with a sense of unity and hope.’”   

It took only one day and 10 ballots to elect five bishops on what was a historic day in Stuart Auditorium 

on the campus of Lake Junaluska. Among the five new bishops is Bishop Sharma Lewis, the first 

African-American female bishop elected by the Southeastern Jurisdiction. In addition to Bishops Bryan 

and Lewis, the jurisdiction elected Bishops David Graves, Leonard Fairley, and Sue Haupert-Johnson. 



 
 

The conference’s work wasn’t over when the ballots were counted, though. The Committee on 

Episcopacy still had to convene and decide who would be assigned where and important matters – like 

the budget – were still before the conference. 

“Two words describe my response to Bishop Bryan’s assignment to South Georgia: ‘ecstatic’ and 

‘grateful,’” said Rev. Robert Beckum, head of the conference’s episcopacy committee, a member of the 

jurisdictional conference delegation, and senior pastor of St. Luke United Methodist Church in 

Columbus. “My overall takeaway from Jurisdiction Conference was the privilege Larry Price and I had 

to work through the week with the Committee on Episcopacy. Work in the committee was the most 

genuine experience of ‘holy conferencing.’ The committee’s work was in a profound sense of 

community, prayer, and seeking the Holy Spirit’s guidance. The SEJ Committee on Episcopacy was the 

best of our Church at work.” 

This is a “homecoming,” in a sense, for Bishop Bryan. Born just across the Georgia-Florida border in 

Quincy, Fla., Bishop Bryan spent his early years in Bainbridge before moving to Dothan, Ala. at 12. 

“I thank God for the opportunity to serve alongside the faithful laity and clergy of the South Georgia 

Conference,” he said. “My connections to the conference go all the way back to my childhood. And it is 

not lost on me that South Georgia includes the area where John and Charles Wesley landed in America 

and where they worked for several years. Sherrill and I thank the conference for the radical hospitality 

that has already been extended to us. As Paul says in Ephesians 2:5, we are ‘alive together in Christ.’ 

Thank you for your prayers as we make this exciting transition to the wonderful South Georgia 

Conference.” 

Bishop Bryan holds a Bachelor of Science degree from Tulane University and a doctorate in ministry 

from Candler School of Theology at Emory University. His service to the church and community 

includes: 

Pastoral Appointments 

1975 – Associate Pastor, Trinity United Methodist Church, Opelika, Alabama 

1976 – Pastor, Hiland Park United Methodist Church, Panama City, Florida 

1980 – Pastor, Dexter Avenue United Methodist Church, Montgomery, Alabama 

1986 – Pastor, First United Methodist Church, Brewton, Alabama 

1990 – Pastor, Ashland Place United Methodist Church, Mobile, Alabama 

1997 – Senior Pastor, First United Methodist Church, Dothan, Alabama 

2007 – Senior Pastor, First United Methodist Church, Montgomery, Alabama 

Alabama-West Florida Conference Leadership 

Chaired Alabama-West Florida Conference Council on Ministries, 1996-98 

Served as board chair, Academy for Congregational Excellence, 2011-present 

Dothan District Committee on Ministry, Chair, 2000-2006 

Alabama-West Florida Conference Board of Ministry, 1980-88; 2000-2012 



 
 

Huntingdon College Board of Trustees, 2001-present 

Chaired Board of Ordained Ministry, Alabama West-Florida Conference, 2007-2009 

Participant and Leader in Three-year Covenant Community for Spiritual Growth 

Developed partnership between First United Methodist Church Montgomery and Huntingdon College to 

provide intern program 

Organized and hosted annual Pan-Methodist Pentecost Service 

Southeastern Jurisdiction Leadership 

Chaired Southeastern Jurisdiction Larger Church Consultation, 2001-2002 

General Church Leadership 

General Conference delegate in 2012 and 2016 

Chaired Financial Administration Sub-committee at General Conference 2016 

Local Church and Community Leadership 

Leadership Mobile, Class of 1992 

Chaired the Alzheimer’s Association “Walk to Remember,” 2000-2001 

Dothan Area Chamber of Commerce, Board of Directors, 2002-2005 

Member of Downtown Rotary Club of Montgomery, 2007-present 

Chaired Believe It! Montgomery, community partnership for public schools 

Author of Pursuing Science, Finding Faith 

Member of the Committee of 100 – Candler School of Theology, Emory University 

Member of Leadership Alabama 

Teaching Parish Supervisor – Candler School of Theology, Emory University 

Chaired the Visioning Team for Adult Respite Ministry of First UMC Montgomery 

A United Methodist bishop in the United States is elected for life. Bishops have a mandatory retirement 

age of 68 to 72, depending on when their birthday falls. Bishop Bryan will serve as an active bishop for 

four years, and he told delegate he plans to start working immediately. 

Bishops are charged by the church’s Book of Discipline to “lead and oversee the spiritual and temporal 

affairs” of the church and to “guard, transmit, teach and proclaim, corporately and individually, the 

apostolic faith as it is expressed in Scripture and tradition, and, as they are led and endowed by the 

Spirit, to interpret that faith evangelically and prophetically.” 

Episcopal Assignments 

Alabama-West Florida - Bishop David Graves 

Charlotte - Bishop Paul L. Leeland 

Florida - Bishop Ken Carter 

Columbia - Bishop Jonathan Holston 

Holston - Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor 

Louisville - Bishop Leonard Fairley 

Mississippi - Bishop James Swanson 



 
 

Nashville - Bishop Bill McAlilly 

North Georgia - Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson 

Raleigh - Bishop Hope Morgan Ward 

Richmond - Bishop Sharma Lewis 

Birmingham - Bishop Debbie Wallace-Padgett 

South Georgia - Bishop Lawson Bryan 

Mary Catherine Phillips, director of communications with the Alabama-West Florida Conference of The UMC, 

contributed to the story. 

 

Q & A with Bishop R. Lawson Bryan  

Episcopal leader of the South Georgia Area 

“God’s prevenient grace has met me at every turn of the road …” 

____________________________________________________________________________________

As Bishop Bryan begins his service as the new episcopal leader of the South Georgia Conference, the 

Advocate asked him a series of questions to get to know him and his guiding principles. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADVOCATE: Welcome back to South Georgia! You spent part of your childhood in Bainbridge. 

What’s it like to return to South Georgia? 

BISHOP BRYAN: I am grateful to have spent the first 12 years of my life in a wonderful community 

like Bainbridge, where a young child was free to move about and experience many childhood 

adventures. I had the watchful eyes of a caring community around me. Looking back I see God’s 

providential care in it all. I am thankful for my South Georgia roots and especially for what Bainbridge 

First United Methodist Church meant to my faith development and to my family during those formative 

years. 

ADVOCATE: What’s your faith journey? 

BISHOP BRYAN: To quote the main character in Wendell Berry’s book, “Jayber Crow,” “Looking 

back now for a long time I cannot shake the feeling that I have been led.” That certainly applies to my 

life and my faith journey. God’s prevenient grace has met me at every turn of the road from childhood to 

adolescence and throughout my adult years. The family brokenness of my earliest years served to focus 

me on the strong presence of God as my Rock. The love of church families in Bainbridge and Dothan 

brought the healing presence of Jesus Christ into my life. And when I got to college in New Orleans I 

found that the Wesley Foundation was just what I needed.  

I majored in biology and worked in a cancer research lab. But during my junior year I began to awaken 

in the middle of the night wrestling with the question, “Are you going to be happy doing this for 40 



 
 

years?” I had not yet learned that God sometimes calls us by disturbing us in the way we are going. 

Amazingly, I was working for a Jewish medical researcher who arranged for me to meet with the dean 

of Tulane Medical School who just happened to be a Methodist minister and a medical doctor. Actually 

he had been a chaplain in the military and then had gone to medical school. He encouraged me to go to 

seminary as a way of discerning my call. Once I got to seminary I knew I was where I needed to be. The 

past 40 years in pastoral ministry have given me the privilege of serving Christ with so many faithful 

United Methodist laity and clergy. I cannot shake the feeling that I have been led. 

ADVOCATE: Tell us about your philosophy of loving, listening, learning, and leading. Where did 

that philosophy come from, and how does it guide your ministry? 

BISHOP BRYAN: That philosophy came to me several years ago as I participated in an inspiring week 

of continuing education led by Dr. Ken Callahan. At one point he said he was going to give us a succinct 

summary of the whole field of leadership: loving leads to listening; listening leads to learning; and 

learning teaches us what we need to know in order to provide leadership in a given situation.  

This philosophy has guided my ministry in the sense that I am often in new situations and have to 

determine what type of leadership is really needed. I remind myself that I am here to love God and to 

love my neighbor. Such love leads me to want to listen. If I listen well I will learn a lot about the 

situation. What I learn helps me decide what leadership needs to look like in that situation. What I really 

want to learn is how God is already at work and how I can cooperate with that. 

ADVOCATE: One of your other ministry philosophies or guiding principles is “Immediately,” 

from the gospel of Mark. You’ve said that one of the chief functions of an episcopal leader is to 

create an environment that sets people free for ministry. What about that word resonates with you 

and how will you go about living that out in South Georgia? 

BISHOP BRYAN: Those who read and study the Gospel of Mark have long recognized that the work 

“immediately” occurs regularly in that book. Over 40 times, in fact. Jesus acts immediately, people 

respond immediately, and lives are changed immediately. It seems to me that “immediately” is a helpful 

word for Christians today. It challenges us to ask questions like: based on what I already know about the 

mission of Christ in the world what specific action could I take today that would support that mission? 

As individuals and churches are there some things we have been considering for years and yet have not 

acted on? What is the next best step we could take in the immediate moment? I hope that our use of the 

word “immediately” can free us as laity and clergy to take one step toward that which is likely to bring 

vitality and fruitfulness in our lives and our churches. And then we take another step. And another. Soon 

we will find that momentum is building as we respond to the ways the Spirit is nudging us toward 

fruitful, effective ministry. 

ADVOCATE: You’re passionate about people owning their identities as being “alive together in 

Christ.” Tell us about how that verse has shaped your vision and ministry, and how you see the 

South Georgia Conference living into that passion and vision. 



 
 

BISHOP BRYAN: “Alive Together in Christ” is taken from Ephesians 2:5. Earlier in that letter Paul 

declared that God’s hidden purpose is to unite all things in heaven and on earth in Jesus Christ (1:9-10). 

What a blessing it is to know God’s purpose and to have it stated so clearly in scripture. For this 

purpose, Ephesians 2:5 says, God has made us alive together in Christ.  

The local church, whether in Ephesus or South Georgia, is where God’s cosmic purpose becomes 

incarnate in those who have responded to Jesus Christ. Paul gets even more specific when he paints the 

picture of the local church as the place where dividing walls of hostility come down, Jesus is our peace, 

and we become one new humanity in Christ. Looking back I realize that my life has been shaped by 

being part of local churches whose members were alive together in Christ. The vitality I experienced 

included worship, Bible study, supportive fellowship, and mission outreach.  

One way to live into that passion is remind ourselves that we cannot ask others to do that which God has 

uniquely equipped us to do. It is in our DNA as United Methodists to bring people together so they can 

experience what it means to be alive together in Christ. This is the underlying goal of our ministries with 

children, youth, and adults of all ages. It is also the goal of our outreach ministries. Being alive together 

in Christ enables us to ask: What needs to happen in this community that is not likely to happen unless 

the church does it? Now that is an exciting question! As we answer that question we will discover anew 

what it means to be alive together in Christ. 

ADVOCATE: What are your visions, goals, and hopes for the Conference? 

BISHOP BRYAN: My immediate goal is to connect as much as possible with the laity, clergy, local 

churches, and extension ministries of our conference. This is being accomplished through specific days 

in each district, preaching in churches, and attending gatherings of a wide variety of groups within our 

conference. I want to thank the district superintendents for their leadership in helping arrange many of 

these meetings. I want to use these relationship-building times as an opportunity to practice loving, 

listening, and learning in order to give effective leadership.  

My hope is that together we can focus on God’s purpose to unite all things in Christ and then ask how 

we are aligning ourselves and our ministries with that purpose. God’s purpose is powerful and the power 

we need is found in aligning ourselves with that purpose. I also think this is just what the world needs 

today. Our DNA as Wesleyans uniquely equips us for this present moment. For this purpose God has 

made us alive together in Christ.  

To give an example of one very specific goal, I applaud the way the 2016 South Georgia annual 

conference enthusiastically adopted the goal of a 10 percent increase in average worship attendance by 

2018. I have become aware that resources are being developed to assist churches of all sizes and in all 

locations in achieving this goal. There is no substitute for worshiping God through Jesus Christ in the 

power of the Holy Spirit. Worship is a key to our being alive together in Christ. I fully support this goal 

and want to do all I can to help us reach it. 

ADVOCATE: Tell us about your family. 



 
 

BISHOP BRYAN: Sherrill and I have been married for 43 years. We often quote Barbara Brokhoff’s 

statement, “everything good that has ever happened to me has come either directly or indirectly through 

the Church of Jesus Christ.” We were brought together through the church. 

When I first met Sherrill she was working in business and was serving as an adult youth leader in her 

local church. Over the years she has been a partner in a lady’s apparel store, directed a performing arts 

center for inner city children, and come alongside countless numbers of people to help them navigate 

through difficult situations. She is beautiful, funny, energetic, and passionately alive in Christ. Sherrill is 

always asking: what needs to happen and how can I help? 

We have one child, Philip, who lives in Montgomery and is chief of staff for the president pro-tem of the 

Alabama state senate. He and his wife, Brittany, were married last October. She works for the Alabama 

State Employees Association. We thank God for bringing them together and are enjoying the love and 

respect they show for each other. They are actively involved in worship and young adult Sunday school 

at First UMC in Montgomery, Ala. 

I have three younger sisters; two are elementary school principals and the other is a nurse. Sherrill has 

an older brother who lives in Punta Gorda, Fla. Her sister, Mollie, died of a brain tumor in 2010. 

Mollie’s legacy of service to others and courage in the face of suffering continues to inspire us each day. 

ADVOCATE: What do you like to do in your free time? What are your hobbies and interests? 

BISHOP BRYAN: I like going for long walks with Sherrill. We typically do this in the early morning. I 

especially like to travel because it allows me to explore new areas and meet new people. Reading is a 

pleasure for me and a great source of refreshment. Since childhood I have been interested in science. I 

majored in biology and continue to pursue my interest in science as much possible.  

ADVOCATE: What’s one fact about you that most people don’t know? 

BISHOP BRYAN: I played the snare drum in my high school band and in the band at Tulane 

University.  

 

Update on Commission on a Way Forward 

Overwhelming response delays appointments 

Washington, D.C.: The Council of Bishops’ Executive Committee says that an overwhelming number of 

nominations for the Commission on a Way Forward has delayed the appointment of Commission 

members. More time is needed for all nominees to be given adequate consideration. 



 
 

Following their July meeting, the Council of Bishops’ Executive Committee asked all current residential 

and retired bishops to nominate up to five persons by Aug. 15. At that time, they expected to name the 

Commission members by Aug. 31, with a target of October for an initial meeting. 

This resulted in well over 300 nominees for Commission membership, including names that were 

previously submitted to either the president or executive secretary of the Council. 

“We are well along in prayerfully vetting each of the nominees to create a Commission that reflects the 

global and theological diversity of the church, as well as Commission membership that is truly open to 

finding a way forward,” said Bishop Bruce R. Ough, President of the Council of Bishops. “However, the 

enormity of the task, the desire to do it well and the urgency of beginning this work all need to be 

balanced.” 

The Executive Committee will meet next by conference call on Sept. 9 to consider a proposed list of 20-

25 Commission members. Once the Executive Committee agrees on a final membership list, the full 

Council will be given an opportunity to approve the Commission membership. 

“I am still very hopeful we can assemble the Commission and begin its work this fall,” Bishop Ough 

said. “In the meantime, I urge the entire church to join the bishops in praying our way forward.” 

 

Wrightsville First UMC meets community need with preschool 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

For years, Janibeth Outlaw knew that Wrightsville needed a church-based preschool.  

It became a pressing reality, though, when she had to drive to Sandersville to take her oldest son, 

Judson, now 4, to preschool.  

Spending hours in the car wasn’t ideal for either of them, and they weren’t the only ones doing all that 

driving.  

Residents of Wrightsville, a small community of about 2,200 people, had to drive nearly 30 miles to 

Dublin, Sandersville, or Swainsboro if they wanted their children enrolled in a half-day preschool 

program.  

While Wrightsville and Johnson County have daycare facilities and the school system offers pre-K and 

Head Start programs, before this August there were no faith based preschool programs available to 

families. 

After conversations with Wrightsville United Methodist Church pastor Rev. Kirk Hagan, in February 

Outlaw, a member of the church and a “type-A super doer,” presented the idea of a church preschool to 

Wrightsville First UMC’s church council. 



 
 

“I saw so many families in that same situation and thought, if our community needs this, why don’t we 

do something about it?” she asked. 

Two weeks later the church council met again and voted unanimously to charter and open Wrightsville 

UMC’s preschool. 

“When we started talking about it, I immediately said there is a need in our community,” Rev. Hagan 

said. “The more I thought about it the more I realized how perfect it was and how it is the right fit for us. 

We have building space, we have willing people, we have a little bit of money, and we have a need. 

When you see God moving, jump on it.” 

On Monday, Aug. 8, 22 children walked into Wrightsville First UMC’s preschool for the first time, met 

their teachers, and settled in for a day of learning and fun.  

Outlaw, a stay-at-home mom of three who taught for nine years, serves as the preschool’s volunteer 

director. Her sons, Judson, 4, and Jace, 3, attend, and Outlaw echoes the sentiments felt by many 

parents. 

“(Judson and Jace) love having something close to us,” she said. “We can have more time together and 

less time on the road.”   

Less than five months after the church council approved the idea, the preschool now serves 20 families. 

Of them, only a handful are active members of the church. The preschool exists to serve a need within 

the community, not to grow the membership roster, Rev. Hagan said. 

“I heard someone say recently that if you’re not addressing needs in the community your church is never 

going to make a difference,” Rev. Hagan said. “One of the needs in our community is quality 

educational opportunities, and we wanted to know how we could start to help make a difference. Well, 

we have the four things you need: money, space, willingness, and a need. So we asked how we could 

apply those to meet the need.” 

 

The Congregational Development Corner: 10 for 10 (10 steps for 10 percent growth) 

During the 2016 Annual Conference session, action steps for congregational growth were shared during 

a Fruitfulness in Evangelism panel discussion, moderated by Rev. Jay Hanson, director of 

Congregational Development. Five clergy – Rev. Antonie Walker, Rev. Leigh Ann Raynor, Rev. Hale 

Bishop, Rev. Matt Hearn, and Rev. Jim Cowart – each shared two key tools for evangelism and growth 

and together gave clergy and lay attendees 10 action steps for 10 percent growth.  

In the next several Advocate issues Congregational Development will share articles to give you and 

your congregation practical steps for church growth and development.  



 
 

Using every tool in the toolbox 

By Rev. Leigh Ann Raynor 

Sometime last year a friend was repairing something in the parsonage for me and he asked me for a 

Phillips Head screwdriver. I did know what that was, and I did know I had one. But where? I have a bad 

habit of not putting things back exactly where I got them, so it was possible that the screwdriver could 

have been in the junk drawer in the kitchen, in a basket in the laundry room, or in any of several other 

places. I remember jokingly saying to one of my best friends, “I need to toolkit, but I want a pink one.” 

She couldn’t find a pink one, but for Christmas I got a purple toolkit.   

Here are two things I discovered: 

 One, I didn’t know the use of all of the tools in that toolkit. 

 Two, my lack of knowledge didn’t negate the usefulness of the tools. In other words, just 

because I may not know how to use them, doesn’t mean they are useless. 

 

Institutions, including churches, sometimes get so stuck in the way they do things that they fail to use all 

of the tools that are available to them. Web pages, Twitter accounts, Facebook pages, Constant Contact, 

Worship Planning Center, Instagram, Vine…there are thousands of tools for churches to use in reaching 

their own communities, and many of them are free. The problem is that some churches don’t use those 

tools either because they don’t know how to use them, or worse, they think that because they don’t know 

how to use that tool, or they’ve never used that tool before, it has no usefulness.  

Let me give you an example. Survey Monkey is free, and in the past I have used it to survey first-time 

visitors to a worship service. (To do this, your “check-in” card or sheet at church must include a place 

for the guest to leave an email address.) I want feedback from our guests just like a retailer wants 

feedback from customers. I want to give the visitors a way to give honest feedback that they might not 

give if they were with me face to face. I want to know if they were greeted as they entered the service. I 

want to know if someone offered to help them find a seat. I want to know if the sermon was relevant to 

their lives. I want to know if the worship service was meaningful. I want to know if someone offered to 

help them find a Sunday school class. I want to ask them if they were made to feel welcome, and if not, 

what we could we do better. In the past I have discovered that some answers were not at all what we 

wanted to hear, but were exactly what we needed to hear. Remember, perception is reality. 

If we, as churches, are not using the tools available to us, it may mean that we are no longer willing to 

learn, change and grow. Unfortunately, churches that are no longer willing to learn, change, and grow 

are ready to die. 

Just a few days ago I watched a television commercial for a Hyundai, and the feature it was advertising 

was the ability to lock the car’s doors from your smart watch. As I was watching that commercial I was 

thinking, “Really? Someone actually needs or even wants that? It’s too hard for you to press a button on 

the key fob?” And as soon as I caught myself thinking that way I also thought to myself, “That kind of 



 
 

thinking is the way churches die.” We may not always see the usefulness or the even the relevance of the 

tools that are available to churches, but if we want to attract guests, especially young ones, we still need 

to be willing to learn.  

Leigh Ann Raynor is the Senior Pastor at Porterfield Memorial United Methodist Church. She can be 

contacted at lraynor@pmumc.net.   

 

Rev. Jimmy Pennell Named 2016 Chief Junaluska  

Lake Junaluska, NC – Rev. Jimmy Pennell was recognized as the 2016 Chief Junaluska recipient during 

Lake Junaluska Associates Weekend held on Aug. 6.  

“As we recognize our Chief Junaluska for 2016, Rev. Jimmy Pennell is one that fell in love with Lake 

Junaluska at a young age. He is being named Chief to recognize his multitude of contributions of time, 

energy, and financial support that makes the lake such a special place,” said Dr. Bob Bowling, the Lake 

Junaluska Associates President. 

The Chief Junaluska recipient is a person who has given unselfishly to Lake Junaluska Assembly 

through a labor of love, time, and gifts and has been an active member of the Lake Junaluska Associates 

for at least the past five years. 

Rev. Pennell served as Lake Junaluska’s youth director from 1958 to 1959. Several years later, he and 

his wife, Sandra, honeymooned at the lake. They returned every year until they purchased their first 

house on Dogwood Lane in 1973, and they became full-time residents in 1999. They have three children 

who all worked on Lake Junaluska’s summer staff during their college years. A talented photographer, 

Rev. Pennell has shared the beauty of Lake Junaluska for many years through his photography.   

Known for his volunteerism, Rev. Pennell has spent countless hours sharing his passion for Lake 

Junaluska. He is currently the chairman of the Lake Junaluska Community Council and a member of 

Lake Junaluska’s Board of Trustees. A dedicated member of the Junaluska Associates, Rev. Pennell has 

served as its president. In addition, he was a member of the Memorial Chapel communion team and is a 

Sunday usher at Stuart Auditorium. Rev. Pennell also helped initiate the annual Interfaith Peace 

Conference at Lake Junaluska and has served as treasurer for the event since its inception.  

Rev. Pennell’s service to The United Methodist Church spanned 45 years, beginning with a seven-

church charge in the South Georgia Conference. In addition to his church appointments, he was district 

superintendent and conference council director and was a delegate to Southeastern Jurisdictional 

Conferences and General Conference. Rev. Pennell also served on the church’s General Board of 

Pension and Health Benefits, the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry, and for the United 

Methodist Children’s Home. He also was part of the Southeastern Jurisdictional Administrative Council 

from 1980 to 2009. 

mailto:lraynor@pmumc.net


 
 

The Junaluska Associates is an organization of individuals from across the jurisdiction and beyond, who 

love Lake Junaluska and want to serve in partnership with the Lake Junaluska Assembly. For more 

information, visit lakejunaluska.com/associates.  

 

Liberty UMC cemetery remains a vital part of faith community 

Have you ever felt saddened by the site of a neglected cemetery? Preserving the final resting places of 

our loved ones can become difficult as family members move or pass away or when a church fails to 

make the proper financial provisions to do so. 

Fortunately this is not the case at Liberty UMC in Macon, Ga. where concerned members banded 

together in the early 1980s to provide for the continuing care of their cemetery. 

“Our committee established a trust fund separate from the Church,” explained Horace (Reggie) Wilson 

Jr., Vice Chair of the Liberty UMC Cemetery Association Committee. “We worked real hard to raise a 

sizeable amount of money from family members living all over the United States. 

For decades, the interest income earned at the local bank provided enough funds to cover annual 

maintenance costs. However, with the continual decline in interest rates, the cemetery committee knew 

it was time to research other investment options. 

“Our committee chose to invest our funds with the Georgia United Methodist Foundation because the 

interest rates are better than the interest rates at the bank,” Wilson said. 

Mr. Wilson and his wife, Beverly, plan to be buried at Liberty UMC Cemetery where several 

generations of their family members have already been laid to rest. Listen while other folks share why 

Liberty UMC Cemetery remains a vital part of this faith community. 

“The United Methodist Foundation has helped us establish a cemetery endowment fund. We now have 

peace of mind knowing that we have provided for the care of our loved ones, giving them a resting place 

among us and next to us,” said Rev. Wayne Anthony, pastor of Liberty UMC. “The cemetery is 

important to a church because it shows that the church is going to be there from now on. This is not a 

storefront. This is not something that is going to be here for a short period of time. A well-kept cemetery 

is a statement to the community and all of those who come here that this church is committed to people 

of all ages, and it is committed to being in this place for years to come.” 

“This community is extremely important to us, as is this church,” explained Liberty UMC member 

Susan Watson. “That was the deciding factor in our decision to purchase lots in the Liberty Church 

cemetery. We wanted a final resting place for ourselves that had meaning to us and to our family.” 

“The cemetery is a beautiful part of our church that holds a lot of family, a lot of memories for us,” 

shared Liberty UMC member Kim Brewer. 

http://www.lakejunaluska.com/associates


 
 

“Even though I have no family members buried there, we believe it is our obligation to make sure it is 

taken care of and kept looking nice,” said Frank Dowd, Chair of the Liberty UMC Cemetery Association 

Committee. 

“We are grateful for the opportunity to serve Liberty UMC,” said Rev. Steve Waldorf, Vice President of 

the GUMF. “Providing professional funds management and investment services, assisting with the 

establishment of a permanent endowment fund, and offering resources for forming a cemetery 

association are three ways we can help Methodist churches in Georgia with the care and upkeep of their 

cemeteries.” 

The Georgia United Methodist Foundation helps United Methodist churches, ministries and members in 

Georgia by providing planned giving, investment, lending and endowment services, as well as grants 

and scholarships. For more information, call Rev. Steve Waldorf of the GUMF at 478-733-8059 or 478-

747-0042 or contact the GUMF’s offices at 770-449-6726, 877-220-5664 or info@gumf.org. 

 

Alive together in Christ 

FROM THE BISHOP 

R. LAWSON BRYAN 

Thank you, South Georgia Conference, for the warm welcome you have given us. Sherrill and I will 

forever be grateful for the cards, letters, prayers, visits, and delicious food with which you have 

sustained us in this transition. From the laity and clergy in our local churches and extension ministries to 

the district superintendents and the conference staff, you have surrounded us with amazing grace and 

extravagant generosity.  

As Paul said to the church in Ephesus, God is uniting all things in Christ and for that purpose God has 

made us “alive together in Christ” (Ephesians 2:5). That verse certainly fits the South Georgia 

Conference where the vitality we have experienced testifies to the fact that we are alive together in 

Christ.  

We look forward to meeting with the laity and clergy of each district in the weeks ahead. The purpose of 

these gatherings is to give us an opportunity to connect with each other in a very personal way. The 

focus will be the same for both the clergy gathering and the laity gathering. I will share some personal 

background information about our family and our faith journey. There will also be a question and 

answer period. I will take some time to lead us in exploring what it means to be “alive together in 

Christ.” You will have the opportunity to share ways in which you see God working in your district.  

For now, here are some reflection questions to help us prepare for the district gatherings:  

 When was a time in the past year that you felt genuinely alive in Christ?  



 
 

 What were you doing?  

 How can you get more of that sense of being truly alive?  

 What is God blessing in your church? Your district? Our annual conference? 

 

Please pray for me and for Sherrill. Be assured that we are praying for you. Now to the One who by the 

power at work in us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to God be 

glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

Alive Together in Christ, 

Lawson Bryan 

 

Growing in holiness as we use social media 

GROWING IN GRACE 

BEN GOSDEN 

Social media - it’s the double-edged sword of our time. It’s great because it lets us connect with others. 

It’s a way to keep up with old friends and even make new ones. It’s a powerful tool for communication. 

But as Spiderman reminds us, “With great power comes great responsibility.” If we’re being honest, 

social media is also a source for a lot of meanness, ugliness, and hurt – even if it’s all masked with 

“well, that’s my opinion” or “it’s my freedom of speech.”  

I think John Wesley was on to something when he came up with his Three General Rules: 1) Do no 

harm. 2) Do good. 3) Attend to the ordinances of God.  

What if these rules were not only appropriate for the ways we live our daily lives, but also the ways we 

use social media? Think about it: what if we all asked ourselves these three questions every time we 

posted something on Facebook, commented on someone else’s post, or “liked” something? 

For example: 

Do no harm 

How do the thing we post on social media bring harm to others?  

Do we say mean things about other people? I mention the political season because some of the meanest 

things you’ll read on social media have been posted by Christians. It doesn’t matter if it’s by a democrat 

or a republican, meanness apparently has no particular political flavor.  

As Methodists we are living in some exciting and maybe even scary times. Change is on the horizon. 

But as we live with the excitement and fear, we need to be careful not to let it get the best of us and lead 

us to post irresponsible and mean things about our denomination, our bishops, other clergy, other local 



 
 

churches, or people we don’t agree with. We’re connectional by nature, for God’s sake. Surely our 

social media use should not bring harm to that connectional spirit. 

Do good 

I like this question even better – how can the things we post on social media bring a little good into the 

world?  

Lord knows we get inundated with bad stuff – depressing news, meanness, hatred, and vitriol. How 

could we bring a little light into a dark world through social media? Maybe you could share an 

encouraging word. How about posting something on someone’s wall who might be struggling (be 

careful of confidentiality)? Maybe we could commit ourselves to sharing good news through the things 

we post, share, and “like.” 

Attend to the ordinances of God 

Bishop Rueben Job rephrased this as, “Stay in love with God.” How can our social media use point 

others to our love for God? How can the stuff we post, like, and share help others grow in their love for 

God? 

Thomas Merton once wrote, “Our life should simply be a window through which God’s mercy shines on 

the world.” Our social media use is public. People read it – the good, the bad, and even the really ugly 

stuff. How do the things we engage in through social media serve as a window for God’s mercy to 

shine? People are watching. They’re reading what we write. We all long for a little more mercy and a 

little less ugliness and judgment. How are you being a disciple of Jesus through social media? 

The Rev. Ben Gosden is the pastor at Trinity United Methodist Church in Savannah. He can be reached 

at bgosden1982@gmail.com.  

 

John Wesley, musician 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 

DAVE HANSON 

Did you know that John Wesley introduced hymn singing into the English-speaking Church? When John 

was in Georgia he took some of the German hymns, added several others, took them to Charleston, and 

had them printed in 1736. It was probably the first hymn book in the Anglican (Church of England) 

denomination. 

Before John Wesley, English-speaking congregations chanted psalms, but did not sing hymns. Wesley 

enjoyed the hymn singing of the German Moravians on the ship coming to Georgia and when he 

worshipped with them in Georgia. 

mailto:bgosden1982@gmail.com


 
 

When John was a student at Christ Church Collage at Oxford he played the flute. One entry in his 

Georgia diary indicates his desire to spend at least one hour each day playing his flute while in Georgia. 

Wesley loved great singing! He rejoiced when the children in his schools sang. However, he was greatly 

disturbed by poor singing. He especially disliked it when several people who had good voices would 

sing different words at the same time. He thought that such singing was the most foolish thing he ever 

heard. 

 

KidzQuest offers kids messy fun, spiritual truths 

“The kids at our church look forward to this event every year and even try to figure out ways to come 

past sixth grade. It is such a blessing!” - St. Marys UMC chaperone 

KidzQuest, the annual children’s retreat sponsored by South Georgia’s Connectional Ministries, is 

getting “Messy” Sept. 23 – 25 at Epworth By The Sea. The theme, taken from Psalm 40:1-3, will show 

students in third through sixth grades that God truly will lift them out of the pits, the mucky mud, and 

the mire as they put their trust in the Lord. 

Part of getting “Messy” this year will include a Color Run (*brand new) through the grounds of 

Epworth on Saturday afternoon as well as ooey gooey late night games.  

KidzQuest’s favorite emcee, Brandon “Hey Ya!” Rushin, is back again to thrill audiences with his candy 

throwing, music thumping, chair standing, high energy antics that will get each worship session started. 

It will be loud, guaranteed fun for all.  

Jesse Joyner, the weekend’s speaker and entertainer, is a master juggler and a captivating storyteller. 

With experience as a children’s pastor, he’s adept at teaching the Gospel in levels of understanding that 

are fun and memorable, albeit unusual.  

An engaging singer and performer, Jagee Melton will be back again to interact with the children through 

songs and motions. Having led worship with one of KidzQuest’s favorite, Uncle Charlie, for many 

years, Melton understands the age group and blends high energy and worshipful music in the most 

authentic way.  

A workshop on Saturday will be offered for all children’s workers in attendance to network across the 

South Georgia Conference, find out what others are doing in children’s ministry, and walk away with 

resources to enhance your ministry. All children will be in a workshop with the Camp Connect summer 

staff during this time. 

Online registration is available through Sept. 16 or until the retreat reaches maximum capacity (500 

participants). Churches will register as a group and the cost for this event is $130 per person which 

includes programming, insurance, food, lodging, and a t-shirt.  



 
 

Click here to register.  

Adult chaperones with Safe Sanctuary certification must be provided by each church group. For more 

information, contact Event Coordinator Suzanne Akins at suzanne@sgaumc.com or (912) 638-8626 ext 

107. 

More information can also be found on the KidzQuest website: www.sgaumc.org/kidzquest.  

 

The Mountain of God 

Fall Quarter: The Sovereignty of God 

Unit 1: The Sovereignty of God 

Sunday school lesson for the week of September 11, 2016 

By Rev. Denise Walton 

Lesson Scripture: Isaiah 25:6-10a 

Background Scripture: Isaiah 25 

Greetings and blessings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. The lesson this week 

entitled “The Mountain of God” emerges from First Isaiah (25:6-10a). I must admit, as a preacher, this is 

an excellent text to explore as we lift up and provide for the challenges in our lives. In other words, I 

want to preach right now, but instead, I sense the need to allow the text to speak. I invite the community 

of readers to move slowly this week and absorb the scriptures before we move to the life application of 

the text.  

Read the scriptures aloud and slowly. I invite you to use your physical senses this week to listen slowly 

and carefully to the text, visualize the images described in the text, explore the texture of the images of 

God's mountain, and allow your senses to taste and smell the scripture.  

Isaiah 25:6-10a  

On this mountain, the Lord of heavenly forces will prepare for all peoples a rich feast, a feast of choice 

wines, of select foods rich in favor, of choice wines well refined. He will swallow up on this mountain 

the veil that is veiling all peoples, the shroud enshrouding all nations.  

He will swallow up death forever. The Lord God will wipe tears from every face; he will remove his 

people’s disgrace from off the whole earth, for the Lord has spoken. They will say on that day, “Look! 

This is our God, for whom we have waited – and he has saved us! This is the Lord, for whom we have 

waited; let's be glad and rejoice in his salvation!” The Lord's hand will indeed rest on this mountain. 

https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/KidzQuest2016
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As you read the text, what does the scripture tell you about God’s nature? What does the Scripture 

reveal about God’s relationship to humanity? What does the Scripture reveal about humanity’s 

relationship to God? 

There is a pattern emerging as we embrace the Sunday school lesson this week entitled, “The Mountain 

of God.” I invite you to slow down and return to the theme and purpose of last week’s lesson entitled, 

“The Peaceful Kingdom.” In lesson one, the central theme was God’s sovereignty. As the reader, allow 

the stated purpose of lesson one to inform and build upon the stated aim of this week’s lesson. The 

former is a message of hope for God’s sovereignty and a peaceful kingdom on earth and the latter is a 

message that God is sovereign and we can trust God to intervene and end oppression. 

As you recall from the introduction, the major overall theme for the fall Sunday school lessons is the 

divine sovereignty of God. The writer of the Adult Bible Studies describes the divine sovereignty of 

God as such: “To be God means that our Creator has authority over all that is…When we say God is 

‘over everyone and everything,’ we are not referring to just human beings, governments, and events, but 

also to all categories, including right and wrong, good and bad, righteousness and sin, and so forth.” 

(Adult Bible Studies, pg. 5) 

It is critical that we read and understand the scripture in its original context. The biblical, historical 

narrative presents the prophet Isaiah, commonly referred to as First Isaiah, speaking a message of hope 

and trust to the people of Judah who are under the constant threat of attack from Assyria, the dominant 

power of that time.  

Death and mourning are presented as instruments of oppression. Israel and Judah had 

experienced this form of oppression from the invading Assyrians. Many of Isaiah’s prophecies 

concern the Assyrian invasion. The northern kingdom of Israel fell in 722 B.C. to an Assyrian 

invasion.  

The southern kingdom of Judah would have also fallen had not a plague weakened the Assyrian 

army to the degree that it had to turn back. The Assyrians were brutal in their conquests. So those 

of Isaiah ben Amoz’s time would have experienced the twin oppressions of death and mourning 

often. (Adult Bible Studies, pg. 34) 

The problems are REAL, death and mourning are a constant part of the existential realities of the people. 

The words of the prophet Isaiah give hope to individuals who are losing hope and trust in God. They are 

powerless to change the circumstances alone; the threat is ongoing, unchanged and unstoppable by 

human efforts. However real the problems, Isaiah uses the metaphor of the mountain to show that God’s 

presence is REAL, God’s power is real, and God’s deliverance is real. God can be trusted to end the 

oppression of God’s people. 

My brothers and sisters, oppression in many forms still exist today. For many, the existential realities of 

poverty, abuse, war, famine, slavery, and brutality are a constant threat. Just as the people of Judah had 

no way to relieve the suffering or stop the attacks without God neither do we today have any help 



 
 

without God. Instead of fighting over who has a right to claim oppression perhaps we as Christians can 

simply offer to a world full of anxiety, fear, mistrust, death, and destruction a few words of hope. 

God is present among, us not distant and unconcerned. 

God is sovereign. 

God can be trusted to end oppression. 

He will swallow up death forever. The Lord God will wipe tears from every face; he will remove his 

people’s disgrace from off the whole earth, for the Lord has spoken. Isaiah 25:8 

Perhaps our Christian role in the face of today’s realities should be agents of hope and change that this 

world and our problems within the current realities through God’s will be addressed. How can we join 

God to see the real truth and work for true peace? 

Now that's something to ponder… 

Denise Walton 

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 

denise@sgaumc.org. 

 

Foundations of the Earth 

Fall Quarter: The Sovereignty of God 

Unit 1: The Sovereignty of God 

Sunday school lesson for the week of September 18, 2016 

By Rev. Denise Walton 

Lesson Scripture: Isaiah 40:21-31 

Background Scripture: Isaiah 40 

God is doing a new thing! 

Blessings and peace be upon you, brothers and sisters in Christ. I have sought to be transparent with 

you; I am a preacher at heart. When I engage the Book of Isaiah, it brings forth an urge like the surge of 

a wave to preach the gospel. My task is not preaching but expounding on the biblical lesson within our 

Sunday school lesson each week. This week the message compels me to share my thoughts leaning more 

toward the preached word. 

Dramatic reading of the scripture: This week I’m inviting the reader to embrace the text as a dialogue 

between two dear friends. One friend has some great news to share with another who has been under 

mailto:denise@sgaumc.org


 
 

years of oppressive systems and abuse. Now listen as the reader shares the text with passion and 

excitement because God has acted in the lives of the oppressed, a new liberation is at hand. God is doing 

a new thing. 

Let’s continue with the main points from lesson one and two: 

God is present with us and active, not distant and unconcerned. God is sovereign. God can be trusted to 

intervene and end oppression. 

The writer of the Adult Bible Studies helps the reader to understand the change in the biblical narrative. 

While lessons one and two were centered in First Isaiah, the third reading, “Foundations of the Earth” 

begins in Isaiah Chapter 40 which is commonly described by scholars as Second Isaiah or the Comfort 

Book. Scholars point to a change in the vocabulary, style, and even the prophecies of the three Isaiahs. 

However, it’s important to note while the messenger and style of the message have changed, the central 

character in the message remains the same. God is the key character in the Book of Isaiah.  

Second Isaiah wrote about 200 years after Isaiah ben Amoz (First Isaiah). His prophecies focus 

on the end of the Babylonian Exile (587–539 B.C.). One of the most distinctive elements in his 

prophecies is that God will do a radical “new thing” by using a foreign king to liberate Israel 

from captivity.  

King Cyrus, the ruler of the Persian Empire, issued an edict in 539 B.C. allowing the Israelite 

exiles to return home to Jerusalem to rebuild their city and temple. So King Cyrus became God’s 

instrument of liberation. Up to this point in biblical prophecy, foreign rulers had been 

instruments of God’s judgment on the Israelites. (Adult Bible Studies, pg. 41) 

Second Isaiah focuses primarily on the devastation of the Israelites at the end of the Babylonian exile. 

The physical, social, political and religious life of the Israelites was destroyed. The loss associated with 

the Babylonian exile affected every area of life including the destruction of the Temple and the 

displacement of the center of religious life. The survivors were questioning both the presence and power 

of God.  

Dramatic reading: Psalm 137 gives insight into the emotional state of the survivors. Allow someone to 

read the Psalm and let those feelings be present. Sometimes the best way we can be in solidarity with 

those who are suffering is to allow their stories to be heard without judgment. 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Isaiah 40:1 NIV 

The prophet Isaiah speaks to the people of God to bring comfort, restoration, and expectant hope that 

God is all powerful, present, caring and capable of using a new way to do new things: 

Don’t you know? Haven’t you heard? Wasn’t it announced to you from the beginning? Haven’t you 

understood since the earth was founded? God inhabits the earth’s horizons – its inhabitants are like 



 
 

locusts – stretches out the skies like a curtain and spreads it out like a tent for dwelling. God makes 

dignitaries useless and the earth’s judges into nothing. Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 

scarcely is their shoot rooted in the earth when God breathes on them, and they dry up; the windstorm 

carries them off like straw. So to whom will you compare me, and who is my equal? says the holy one. 

Look up at the sky and consider: Who created these? The one who brings out their attendants one by 

one, summoning each of them by name. Because of God’s great strength and mighty power, not one is 

missing. Why do you say, Jacob, and declare, Israel, “My way is hidden from the Lord my God ignores 

my predicament?” Isaiah 40:21-27 CEB 

Here’s the part of the text that makes me want to give praise to God. Not only does God have the energy 

and power to deliver his people but he gives energy and power to those who are tired to continue the 

journey. 

Don’t you know? Haven’t you heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the 

earth. He doesn’t grow tired or weary. His understanding is beyond human reach, giving power to the 

tired and reviving the exhausted. Youths will become tired and weary, young men will certainly stumble; 

but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength; they will fly up on wings like eagles; they will 

run and not be tired; they will walk and not be weary. Isaiah 40:28-31 CEB 

Take a moment to stop here and pray. What does Isaiah 40:21-31 teach us about God’s nature? What 

does this text teach us about our relationship with God? What does the text teach us about God’s 

relationship with humanity? 

Isaiah 40:21-31 helps the reader to see a glimpse of God’s sovereign nature and the impact of liberation 

here on earth. God is sovereign. God can be trusted to intervene and end oppression. In those places and 

moments, that which was impossible becomes possible. The people of God, though broken and weary, 

will be renewed. Oppression, injustice, and evil do not have a final word. 

May we all share the message of Isaiah 40:21-31. Dear Lord, let it be so. 

Denise Walton 

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 

denise@sgaumc.org. 

 

Picnic on the Beltline: Welcome Global Ministries to Georgia 

On Saturday, Oct. 22, you’re invited to join United Methodists from across the state to welcome the 

board and staff of Global Ministries to Georgia. A welcome picnic featuring music, food, games, and a 

time of celebration will be held from 1 until 5 p.m. on the Atlanta Belt Line directly behind Ponce City 

Market (Green Space C).  
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Dignitaries from the State of Georgia, the Carter Center, Emory University, and Gammon Theological 

have been invited to join us. Bishop Sue Haupert Johnson will serve as the Master of Ceremonies.  

All church pastors, laity, and friends are invited. This will be an especially good opportunity for lay 

leaders and mission chairs to network and begin to build relationships with our new Global Ministries 

neighbors.  

Food tents will include local favorites The Varsity, Willies, Sweet Auburn BBQ, and King of Pops. 

Children’s activities will be held all afternoon.  

“It is our desire to show a warm Georgia welcome to our new friends from Global Ministries and to help 

them feel the support of The United Methodist Church in Georgia,” said Rev. Dana Everhart, District 

Superintendent of the Atlanta-Emory District and Global Ministries Hospitality Team chair.  

There will be free parking at the old Druid Hills UMC (1200 Ponce De Leon Ave NE, Atlanta), The 

Shriners Hall (400 Ponce De Leon Ave NE, Atlanta), and Fort Street UMC (562 Boulevard NE, 

Atlanta), each with shuttle service to the event.  

The event is free to all, but tickets will be issued at the welcome booth for meals. 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 9/6/2016 edition 

South Central District Camp Meeting at Camp Tygart – Sept. 11-15 

South Central District Camp Meeting will be held at Camp Tygart Sept. 11 through Sept. 15.  Dinner 

will begin at 6 p.m. Those attending will be asked to bring a covered dish. A detailed list by church will 

be published soon. Dr. Buddy Cooper, District Superintendent of the Northwest District, will be this 

year’s speaker. Contact the South Central District Office at 229-242-7470 with questions. 

Sexual Ethics Workshop – Sept. 15 

A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 15 at St. Paul 

United Methodist Church in Columbus. According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this 

workshop is required every three years for any person serving under appointment by the bishop (clergy, 

local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). Cost is $35, which includes lunch (collected 

at the door). Checks can be made payable to South Georgia Conference. Click here to register for 

the September workshop. For questions, please email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note that 

spouses and lay employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop. 

UMVIM Leader and Team Training – Sept. 17 

Have you been on a mission journey and would you like to take others to a destination to serve? Have 

you led teams before and would you be interested in sharing your experiences in other local churches to 

help them engage in mission opportunities both at home and abroad by training team leaders? This 
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training is designed for all who are interested in learning more about leadership and opportunities in 

missions. The cost is $30 per person, which includes materials and lunch. The training is set for 

Saturday, Sept. 17 at St. Mark UMC in Douglas. Schedule: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.: Team Leader Training. 

Register here to attend this training. If your church would be interested in hosting an UMVIM 

training or for additional information, contact Dr. Gene Barber at hbarber781@bellsouth.net.  

Magnolia Manor 2016 Neon Night Run – Sept. 17 

Last year the Magnolia Manor 5K Glow Run was a tremendous success. With the help of our 

participants, we raised over $20,000 for the Magnolia Manor benevolence fund. For all who 

participated, thank you for your support! Magnolia Manor’s 2016 Neon Night Run is planned for 

Saturday, Sept. 17. Registration opens at 6 p.m., and the race begins at 7:45 p.m. Support this event by 

walking, running, or making a financial contribution. Gifts of $100 or more will be acknowledged with 

thank you signs along the route, and can be made in honor or memory of a loved one. For more 

information, please call Jennifer Pollard at (229)-931-5934 or email jpollard@magnoliamanor.com. All 

money raised at this event goes directly to The League of the Good Samaritan. Magnolia Manor 

currently has 12 residents in desperate need of financial support because they have outlived their 

resources. The cost of supporting these residents is $355,000 yearly. This number does not reflect the 

many more who are given assistance in order to fill the gap, because Medicare and Medicaid do not 

cover the full cost of care. We at Magnolia Manor are committed to continuing our ministry to those 

who need us. Register online at www.magnoliamanor.com or www.active.com. Come join us for an 

illuminating experience! 

Welcome service and reception for Bishop and Mrs. Bryan – Sept. 18 

On Sunday, Sept. 18, the Conference will host a welcome service and reception for South Georgia’s new 

episcopal family, Bishop R. Lawson Bryan and Mrs. Sherrill Bryan. It will be held at 4 p.m. at Mulberry 

Street United Methodist Church in Macon. All are invited and encouraged to attend. More information 

will be forthcoming in the coming weeks.  

Methodist Children’s Home Work Day Offering – Sept. 18 

Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special Work Day Offering to support 

the ministry of The Methodist Home for Children and Youth. The Work Day Offering for the Methodist 

Home is a tradition from the 1900s, a time when people, mostly farmers, donated the equivalent of one 

day’s wages to the Methodist Home. Sometimes they would load a freight car with cotton or peanuts and 

send it to Macon. Today folks just use a calculator. The amount of the work day offering can be 

calculated quite simply: Divide your annual income by 365 (farmers didn’t take vacation days.) For 

example, if a person made $60,000 a year, it would be $60,000 divided by 365 = $164. Whether you 

give cotton or a check, be assured that your gift will bring hope and a new lease on life to the more than 

400 children and families they serve every day. To learn more about this incredible ministry of our 

conference visit www.themethodisthome.org.  

KidzQuest – Sept. 23-25 

KidzQuest is an annual fall weekend retreat for third through sixth grade students at Epworth By The 
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Sea on St. Simons Island. Sponsored by South Georgia's Connectional Ministries, KidzQuest offers a 

chance for children to take a break from school, spend time with friends, worship with church groups of 

all sizes and hear about the HOPE we have in Christ’s unfailing love. Free time has been scheduled in to 

allow for groups to enjoy the island as well. Click here for more information. Registration is open. Space 

is limited to the first 500 complete registrations. Deadline is Sept. 12, 2016, or until event fills up. 

Eagles’ Fall Retreat – Oct. 24-26 

The South Georgia Eagles’ Fall Retreat is set for Oct. 24-26, 2016 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons 

Island. The theme is “A Silver Lining” with retired Bishop Richard Looney leading the sessions. He will 

address the following topics: 1) Engaging life –Learning from the humor of Jesus; 2) Dealing with 

personal loss and sorrow – we help others, can we help ourselves?; 3) The joy of planning one’s own 

funeral – this is not as heavy as it sounds. All retirees of the South Georgia Annual Conference, aka 

“Eagles,” are invited to the Fall Retreat. If possible, please bring a craft, canned food item, or something 

others might want to purchase for placement in the silent auction that’s held to help pay the retreat 

expenses. Each Eagle is responsible for making their own reservations. Call Epworth By The Sea at 912-

638-8688 for rates and to make your reservation before Oct 12. Come to be rejuvenated! 

 

Scripture Readings – September 6 

September 11 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 

Psalm 14 (UMH 746) 

1 Timothy 1:12-17 

Luke 15:1-10 

September 18 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 

Psalm 79:1-9 or Psalm 4 (UMH 741) 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 

Luke 16:1-13 

September 25 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 

Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 (UMH 810) 

1 Timothy 6:6-19 

Luke 16:19-31 
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MAYBE SO … 

Dear Editor, 

Our summer intern here at Utmost United Methodist Church is Munn Dane. He is finishing up a class 

practicum involving a variety of pastoral duties. As I understand it, the class is designed to help students 

deciding on the pastoral ministry. 

Our pastor, Rev. Mostly Wright, assigned some fairly innocuous opportunities. They included teaching, 

visitation, and administrative tasks. He also encouraged Munn to participate in projects in the ministry 

of the church, such as youth and adult mission events. 

The rub came in Munn’s teaching Bible to adults. As you recall, our membership includes a fair amount 

of college and university professors, public school teachers, and business leaders. Munn chose to teach 

the Book of Romans over the eight-week period. But he did a verse-by-verse exposition.   

While most of our members appreciate Bible study, this approach not only was boring, but also insulted 

the intelligence of those in attendance. Mr. I. C. Clearly said, “I tried to tell Munn to reconsider his 

approach to teaching. He said the people were not wanting to dig deep enough in the scriptures.” 

Rev. Wright said, “Munn still has time to learn before taking a church. Fortunately, training and 

screening will help refine his skills.”  

Until next time … 

Homer Heardmore 

Rhodes Crossing, Ga. 


