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Bryan installed as bishop of South Georgia  

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

In the oldest Methodist church in Georgia, on Sunday, September 18, 2016, Bishop R. Lawson Bryan 

and his wife, Sherrill, were officially welcomed to the South Georgia Conference and Bishop Bryan was 

installed as resident bishop. 

Mulberry Street United Methodist Church’s historic sanctuary was filled with clergy and laity from 

around the conference who came to welcome the episcopal couple, worship together, and offer warm 

hospitality. 

The service was a joyous occasion featuring majestic music, a moving presentation of signs of episcopal 

ministry, and an inspiring sermon preached by Bishop Bryan. 

After a welcome from Rev. Jimmy Towson, senior pastor of Mulberry Street UMC, and a greeting and 

prayer from Dr. Rick Lanford, Dean of the Cabinet and Superintendent of the North Central District, 

Mulberry Street UMC’s Ainsworth Choir performed “How Firm a Foundation.” 

A highlight of the service included the presentation of the eight signs for episcopal ministry. The 

presenters were lay and clergy chairs of conference boards. Each read a statement and gave a symbol to 

the bishop, representing shepherding, the prophetic Word, baptism, communion, service, teaching, 

supervision and appointments.  

Other conference leaders offered prayers and read various scripture passages. 

Bishop Bryan’s message was personal and passionate.  

“South Georgia gave me my first church home,” he said, speaking fondly of his early, formative years at 

Bainbridge First United Methodist Church. “Thank you for the many ways you have blessed my life.” 

He spoke passionately about purpose and joining God in His kingdom work. 

“God has a great purpose,” said Bishop Bryan, after quoting Ephesians 1:9-10. “He is uniting all things 

in Christ, and we get to be a part of that! He has made us alive together in Jesus Christ. So I only have 



 
 

one purpose – to cooperate with what God is doing around the world and in my own area to bring the 

world together, all people, all places.” 

He invited South Georgia United Methodists to look in their neighborhoods, their communities, and 

around the world and see where God is moving and join in. 

“The world needs what The United Methodist Church is uniquely equipped to provide. We cannot ask 

others to do what we are uniquely equipped to provide. So I ask us to stop watching the news and start 

making the news.” 

He concluded by calling on everyone to embrace God’s purpose and to live lives each day that reflect 

that purpose.  

“We know what God’s will is – to unite all things together in heaven and on earth in Jesus Christ. We 

can align ourselves, our language, our thinking, our churches, with that purpose, and then we can act 

immediately.  

“Align with God’s purpose – act, day in and day out, aligned with that purpose – because that’s how 

we’re alive together in Christ.” 

Following the service, a reception was held in Mulberry Street UMC’s fellowship hall. 

 

It’s time for a strategy of investment 

The United Methodist Church is divided over the issue of human sexuality and the denomination seems 

to be at a crossroads. There is considerable disagreement among laity, clergy, and even bishops, so The 

South Georgia Advocate asked Bishop Lawson Bryan to address the concerns many have about the issue 

and to share where he sees The UMC is headed and how the South Georgia Conference should respond 

or lead. 

By Bishop R. Lawson Bryan 

As I said in my statement on the SEJ website as part of the episcopal nomination process, I believe the 

connectional system is strengthened when bishops uphold the “Book of Discipline;” teach orthodox 

Wesleyan theology; encourage churches and individual Methodists to think and act “immediately” in 

their worship, witness, and service; and intentionally build relationships of trust among clergy and laity.  

Especially in times of division I think we need to be certain and draw encouragement from our own 

story. John Wesley faced many contentious situations and yet his very fidelity to the Bible and Christian 

tradition empowered him to relate effectively to those with whom he most seriously disagreed. He 

remained a winsome witness for Christ without violating his conscience. May what was alive in him be 

alive in us today. 

http://www.sejumc.org/clientimages/59478/2016episcopalnomineeinformation/lawson%20bryan's%20responses%20to%20questions%20for%20sej%20episcopal%20nominees%20%2012%2028%2015.pdf


 
 

The “Book of Discipline” expresses the covenant in which we are bound together as disciples of Jesus 

Christ. The Social Principles, within the “Book of Discipline,” represent a prayerful and thoughtful 

effort to be faithful to the scriptures and to the spirit of Christ in speaking to a wide variety of concerns. 

Paragraph 161, sections A through O, and paragraph 162.J address human sexuality in all its breadth and 

complexity. Some of the positions in these paragraphs have led to discussions in which United 

Methodists hold differing opinions. While acknowledging these sincere differences I am also aware that 

many have shown patience and self-control, which St. Paul named among the fruit of the Spirit.  

Last May the 2016 General Conference asked the Council of Bishops to form a Commission on the Way 

Forward in order to lead our denomination to a resolution of these matters so that we focus on priorities 

such as vital congregations, principled Christian leaders, ministry with the poor, and new places for new 

people. Even though I realized the formation of this commission and the completion of its work could 

take a couple of years, still I left General Conference with a sense that we were ready to move toward 

resolving the impasse. I continue to believe this needs to happen and am glad that the formation of the 

commission is proceeding. There have been more than 300 nominations for persons to serve on the 

commission. Giving due consideration to each of these persons and what they might contribute to the 

commission is going to take extra time. But isn’t it good to have such a robust pool of nominees from 

which to draw?  

I am part of a large group of United Methodists who are praying each morning for the executive 

committee of the Council of Bishops as they engage in the formation of the commission. This is of great 

significance to us all. It is to our advantage to have a commission that is well-equipped for the task we 

are asking them to undertake.  

Since General Conference, however, we received word that the Western Jurisdiction has elected an 

openly gay clergyperson as a bishop. This action has been appealed to the Judicial Council, which is the 

appropriate body to rule on the validity of that election. The Council of Bishops asked the Judicial 

Council to act on this request at its meeting this fall. The Judicial Council has placed this matter on its 

docket for the spring meeting. Additional requests have now been made for the Judicial Council to 

reconsider and take it up at the fall meeting or at a special meeting before end of the year. It would be 

helpful to us all if the Judicial Council can find a way to get to this matter as soon as possible.  

As we await the resolution of all this I want to remind us of the Pastoral Letter issued by the SEJ 

College of Bishops to United Methodists in the Southeastern Jurisdiction. The entire letter is available 

here. I draw your attention to these excerpts from the letter: 

Your witness is making a difference in the lives of individuals and communities around the 

world. We write this pastoral letter with hope in Jesus Christ. Yet our hearts are heavy as we 

recognize that as a result of our denominational conflicts we stand at a fragile place. Our 

Christian witness is defined, not by an absence of conflict, but by how we act in our 

disagreements.  

http://www.sejumc.org/clientimages/59478/sej%20college%20of%20bishops%20letter-2016.pdf
http://www.sejumc.org/clientimages/59478/sej%20college%20of%20bishops%20letter-2016.pdf


 
 

Recognizing that some Boards of Ordained Ministry and some Annual Conferences are acting in 

nonconformity to our church’s legislation about marriage and ordination standards the Pastoral Letter 

says: These actions are not within the bounds of our church’s polity. We, the Southeastern Jurisdictional 

College of Bishops, grieve over the deep divisions in our beloved United Methodist Church. We 

recognize the pain felt both by those advocating for and those opposing change. We also view the acts of 

nonconformity as a violation of our covenant and as divisive and disruptive. As a College of Bishops, we 

are fully committed to keeping the promises we made at our ordinations and consecrations, including:  

 shepherding all persons committed to our care;  

 leading our areas in mission, witness and service;  

 ordering the church, including administering processes for handling complaints 

about violations of our Book of Discipline that occur within our episcopal areas;  

 and seeking unity in Christ, including the work the General Conference requested the 

Council of Bishops do in relation to the Commission on Human Sexuality.  

 

I join my colleagues in the SEJ College of Bishops in reaffirming the promises made at our ordination 

and consecration. As we anticipate the ruling of the Judicial Council and the work of the Commission on 

a Way Forward, I strongly encourage us all to give prolonged consideration to John Wesley’s sermon, 

“A Catholic Spirit.” Wesley outlines a practical, methodical approach for maintaining faithfulness to the 

scriptures while also offering an effective witness for Jesus Christ. This sermon can speak to us all if we 

will open our hearts and minds to it. 

My own approach at this point can be characterized by reference to another matter of much discussion at 

the recent General Conference. The legislative committee on which I served considered petitions asking 

that The United Methodist Church divest in all investments in certain businesses or industries. There 

were also petitions in opposition to divestment. After thorough, thoughtful, and very respectful 

discussion, the committee recommended engagement rather than divestment as a general strategy for the 

witness of our church. When these petitions came to the floor of General Conference there was 

additional extended discussion. Eventually, the General Conference voted for engagement rather than 

divestment.   

So also, with respect to the matters immediately before us, I am not going to divest in the UMC but 

rather I am going to invest more than ever. I hope you will join me in a strategy of investment rather 

than divestment. Let’s invest our prayers, our presence, our giving, our serving, and our witness more 

than ever. Tough times can be the best times for those who are Alive Together in Christ. May it be so 

with us. 

 

Statesboro United Methodists serve, heal in Haiti 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

http://www.umcmission.org/Find-Resources/John-Wesley-Sermons/Sermon-39-Catholic-Spirit
http://www.umcmission.org/Find-Resources/John-Wesley-Sermons/Sermon-39-Catholic-Spirit


 
 

Living in the United States it’s hard to imagine not seeing a medical professional in five or more years. 

Not a nurse, a doctor, a dentist, an optometrist, a pharmacist – no one.  

And it’s even harder to imagine walking three miles, barefoot, to see a medical provider when you do 

need one.  

That’s what life is like for many in Haiti, a country that was devastated by a magnitude-7.0 earthquake 

in January 2010 and then hit by Hurricane Isaac in August 2012. There, residents often go years without 

having their medical needs addressed and live with chronic issues that could easily be healed or 

addressed by medicines and medical professionals.  

In October, Susan De Bonis, a member of Pittman Park United Methodist Church in Statesboro, will 

travel to Haiti to participate in her seventh mobile medical mission trip to the country. One of 17 who 

will make the journey, De Bonis runs the team’s mobile vision clinic and serves as their photographer.  

“De Bonis Optical Clinic” is a table and chair where she dispenses reading glasses to patients who need 

them. In addition to basic vision troubles and eye irritations, a lot of patients with cataracts and 

glaucoma are seen, and they’re referred to the main clinic in Port-au-Prince for further treatment. Most 

never make the long trek, De Bonis said.  

During the five-day mobile clinic, the medical team will treat stomachaches, headaches, high blood 

pressure, a host of skin diseases, burns, and children who are borderline malnourished. The clinic is 

equipped to do almost everything, including laboratory testing for malaria and HIV, except general 

surgeries and x-rays. 

Dr. Randy Smith went on his first medical mission trip in 1980. The Statesboro family medicine doctor 

and Pittman Park UMC member has been serving on medical mission teams for 35 years, in Central 

America, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Cuba. This will be his 36th trip. 

Coordinated through Village of Hope Haiti, a non-profit organization committed to supporting programs 

and ministries that promote excellence in education, spiritual growth, and primary health care of 

Haitians in need, the teams are sent to remote villages that most need their services. The Pittman Park 

teams have never gone to the same village twice. 

“The areas we’ve worked in have been very remote,” Dr. Smith said. “I’ve seen a woman walk to our 

clinic for four hours, over the mountains, pregnant. We’ve seen things you’d never dream of seeing 

here.” 

It’s hard serving in Haiti, where temperatures regularly soar above 90 degrees, electricity is rare, and dirt 

and dust cover the floors and fill the air. 

“It’s not easy.  I’ve worked in many places around the world, but there’s nothing like Haiti,” De Bonis 

said. 



 
 

In 2011 the team was tear gassed in a Haitian tent city. Another year they met a 17-day-old baby whose 

mother had died in childbirth. 

But the teams work despite the hardships and God is in the midst of the trials. 

Dr. Smith told the story of a sick one-month-old baby who was brought into the clinic one year. 

Although they gave her intravenous fluids and helped her as much as they could, the baby died after 

about 10 hours of treatment. The nurses, though, didn’t give up and continued performing lifesaving 

measures and were able to revive her.  

“That was a miracle,” Dr. Smith said. “We just wouldn’t see that happen without God playing a role.  

“When we (saw her) the next year she was a cute little toddler, walking around. It was a wonderful thing 

to see, how God worked in that situation.”   

There is great need in Haiti, said both De Bonis and Dr. Smith, and that’s one reason they and others 

continue to return. The 17-person team includes three members from Pittman Park UMC, Dr. Smith, De 

Bonis, and her husband, Nick De Bonis; and three members of Statesboro United Methodist Church, 

Karen David, Becky Holmes, and Eleanor Schneider. Several other area churches also have members 

who are participating, including First Baptist Church Statesboro and Eastern Heights Baptist Church. 

Pittman Park UMC graciously supports the team with fundraisers, transportation, prayers, and other 

necessary assistance.  

Returning team members are seeing conditions in Haiti slowly improve over time, Dr. Smith said, and it 

brings him joy to know that they are able to play a small role in helping change people’s lives. 

“Christ tells us to go to all the world spreading the gospel,” Dr. Smith said. “I don’t have the gift of 

preaching, but I do have the ability to offer comfort and medical care to the sick and the needy. 

Hopefully they will see Christ through that in me.” 

From now through October the team will collect over-the-counter medicines, which are critically 

needed in Haiti but have to brought in to the country by the team. Contact Susan De Bonis at 

susan.debonis@gmail.com to support the team financially or with donations. 

 

The Congregational Development Corner: 10 for 10 (10 steps for 10 percent growth) 

During the 2016 Annual Conference session, action steps for congregational growth were shared during 

a Fruitfulness in Evangelism panel discussion, moderated by Rev. Jay Hanson, director of 

Congregational Development. Five clergy – Rev. Antonie Walker, Rev. Leigh Ann Raynor, Rev. Hale 

Bishop, Rev. Matt Hearn, and Rev. Jim Cowart – each shared two key tools for evangelism and growth 

and together gave clergy and lay attendees 10 action steps for 10 percent growth.  

mailto:susan.debonis@gmail.com


 
 

In the next several Advocate issues Congregational Development will share articles to give you and 

your congregation practical steps for church growth and development.  

Raise the Bar 

By Rev. Hale Bishop 

Prior to my entry into the ministry, there was an issue in the workplace that caused me some frustration. 

One particular employee did as little work as possible, came in late, left early, and shirked responsibility 

whenever possible. I brought the matter to the boss. When he heard my complaint, he simply said, “he 

makes less money that you do, I expect less of him.” I always believed that we sold this employee short 

by not expecting excellence. If we expect little, then little is exactly what we will get. The same is true 

in our expectation level in the church. If we expect little, we will get little.  

When it comes to growing the numbers in our pews and in our family of faith, let us set our expectations 

high! Ultimately I believe we will be amazed at how much more we can do. We also must remember 

that we have help. In Matthew 19:26 Jesus said “with man this is impossible, but with God all things are 

possible.” Let us set our goals with the awareness that we have the power of God with us. With God, all 

things are possible, so set your expectations high. You may just reach them. 

Once our expectations have been positively and appropriately put in place, there will be an excitement 

that will join in as well. This anticipated excitement reminds me of an incident that happened to me 

when I had just returned to Valdosta as pastor of Park Avenue UMC. Every Sunday morning, I had three 

sermons to preach. Not long after returning to town I ran into a friend who goes to a large church down 

the street. As we were catching up, he invited me to try to run down the street between my sermons to 

catch a bit of their service. Now that is excitement and those are great expectations! When we are so 

excited about our church and our vision for bringing people into our fellowship that we invite preachers, 

then we are on the right track. 

We should have greater expectations of growth. The pulpit and newsletters are a great place to share not 

only our expectations but also to stoke the excitement of the church. Too often, our pastoral peers are 

presenting a sinking ship that is hemorrhaging membership year by year. Eddie Fox has spent 25 years 

doing the exact opposite. He has become famous for invigorating crowds of Christians with the stories 

of the exciting growth of Christianity and Wesleyan belief throughout the world. He focused on our 

victories and expected more. I am sure that even in retirement, Eddie never tires of sharing the Good 

News! 

Our next step in this process is to identify victories in our churches. We then can rally around these areas 

and use this excitement to reach others. I have never known a church that didn’t do anything well. The 

Good News of Jesus is found in every church. The Good News of Jesus has changed lives and the stories 

of these changed lives will change the world. We must speak of this life, hope, and Good News of Jesus 

to a world that is drowning in hopelessness. That is my expectation, not that we win one but that we win 

them all. 



 
 

Take the name of Jesus with you as the song says, “Precious name! Oh, how sweet! Hope of earth and 

joy of heaven.” 

There is power in the name of Jesus and that power makes all things possible. Ephesians 3:20,21 speaks 

to His power that is at work within us and that with that power we can do more than we ever imagined. 

We need to have better imaginations. The word “power” in that passage is the basis of our word 

“dynamite.” We are to be explosive with our faith and message. 

 The power of the Word of God is dynamite.  

 The witness of those who have experienced life change is dynamite.  

 The work of the church (your church) in this world is dynamite. 

 

It is time for us to explode on the scene with the LOVE of Christ for a world that needs hope.  

I encourage each of us to pray that our expectations grow, that our excitement multiplies, and that our 

power-infused message changes the world. To make a difference we must also remember that there is 

work to be done. We cannot sit comfortably in our pews, behind the walls of the church and in our 

Sunday finery and expect people to come ask us about Jesus. We must explode on the world with our 

stories of life change, our call to worship God, and our desire to bring as many as possible to the 

wedding feast with us.  

If I had a free ticket for a cruise, could you find someone who could use it? Well, I have a free ticket to 

heaven. I do not know what all heaven has in store, but the description we see in the Bible, as fanciful as 

it may seem, pales in comparison to the reality. Invite someone on your cruise of eternity on the S.S. 

Salvation. 

Hale Bishop serves as senior pastor at Park Avenue UMC in Valdosta. Contact him at 

halebishop@paumc.com. 

 

Young Harris College recognized as a “Best National Liberal Arts College” by U.S. News 

& World Report 

YOUNG HARRIS, Ga. – Young Harris College has been named a “Best National Liberal Arts College” 

by U.S. News & World Report. YHC is ranked 174 amongst the first tier of institutions. The College 

also received a ranking of 80 on the High School Counselor Rankings for Liberal Arts Colleges. 

The liberal arts colleges making the U.S. News list emphasize undergraduate education and award at 

least half of their degrees in the arts and sciences, which include such disciplines as English, the 

biological and physical sciences, history, foreign languages, and the visual and performing arts. There 

are 239 public and private liberal arts colleges featured on the 2017 list. 

mailto:halebishop@paumc.com


 
 

“We’re thrilled to be included in U.S. News & World Report’s 2017 rankings for the first time, in the 

first year that we were eligible,” said President Cathy Cox. “This ranking confirms what we at YHC 

already know. Our institution provides extraordinary opportunities for students to develop the strong 

critical thinking, communication, and social skills that allow them to stand out in graduate programs and 

to future employers.”  

The U.S. News rankings evaluate the top 1,374 accredited four-year schools in the country based on 

several key measures of quality including academic peer assessment, graduation and retention rates, 

investment in faculty, financial resources, alumni giving percentage, and student selectivity. The list 

provides the most in-depth and complete rankings in higher education.  

“After making the transition from a two-year college to a four-year institution, we worked diligently to 

have our status changed through the Carnegie Classification of Institutions of Higher Education,” 

explained President Cox. “We are now correctly classified and are pleased that YHC made the rankings 

in its first year of eligibility.” 

In addition to being named to U.S. News’ “Best National Liberal Arts College” list and High School 

Counselor Rankings, YHC was named a College of Distinction for the sixth consecutive year. The 

College was also recently named to LendEDU’s list of colleges with the lowest student loan debt per 

borrower.  

For more information on the 2017 “Best National Liberal Arts College” rankings, visit 

usnews.com/colleges. 

About Young Harris College 

Young Harris College is a private, baccalaureate degree-granting college located in the beautiful 

mountains of North Georgia. Founded in 1886 and historically affiliated with The United Methodist 

Church, Young Harris College educates, inspires and empowers students through the highest quality 

liberal arts education. The College currently has more than 1,100 students across five divisions—

Education, Fine Arts, Humanities, Mathematics and Science, and Social and Behavioral Sciences. The 

historic campus in Young Harris, Ga., has completed major campus improvements to accommodate the 

College’s growth. Recent LEED-certified campus improvements include the 121,000-square-foot Rollins 

Campus Center, new residence facilities, and a 57,000-square-foot recreation and fitness center. The 

College is an active member of NCAA Division II and remains a fierce competitor in the prestigious 

Peach Belt Conference. YHC is among fewer than 300 colleges and universities nationwide named to 

the 2016-2017 list of Colleges of Distinction. For more information, visit yhc.edu. 

 

2016 Local Church Toolkit: South Georgia Annual Conference 

http://usnews.com/colleges
http://yhc.edu/


 
 

FOCUS ON THE VISION 

DENISE WALTON 

This week the General Council on Finance and Administration released the compiled results of the 

statistical data for the South Georgia Conference. The information contains an analysis based on 

worship attendance of trends between larger and small congregations, unique patterns based on 

statistical data, and the ranking of South Georgia Conference among U.S. based United Methodists 

congregations. 

Below you will find statements from Moses Kumar, General Secretary of the General Council on 

Finance and Administration (GCFA). In addition, there are excerpts from the conclusion of the report 

and a link to view the full report. 

These past four years have been an outstanding quadrennium, through a tough economic environment, 

the local congregations saw growing innovation and ministry around the globe. At The General Council 

on Finance and Administration (GCFA) we collect the annual statistical report information for 

historical preservation and to further our understanding of current trends. Thank you for providing 

GCFA with these timely reports. Because of your hard work we are able to provide conferences with key 

metrics concerning their local churches.  

The following strategic statistical report presents key statistical findings based on worship attendance 

for the South Georgia Annual Conference. The models show the differences between larger and smaller 

church sizes, unique patterns through trend lines, and annual conference rankings. Through these 

models this report contains information on the statistical life of the church and, when viewed together, 

may show the general heading for your conference. Moses Kumar The General Council on Finance and 

Administration General Secretary/ Treasurer  

Here are some excerpts from the conclusion of the “2016 Local Church Toolkit” South Georgia Annual 

Conference: 

76 percent of the conference’s 611 churches are composed of fewer than 80 weekly attendees. In fact, 62 

percent of churches contain fewer than 50 weekly attendees and account for 18 percent of the 

conference’s total weekly attendance. Ten churches boast more than 550 weekly attendants and account 

for 18 percent of the conference’s total weekly attendance.  

Compared to other UMC conferences, a large amount of South Georgia’s attendees are found in a 

variety of churches. While smaller churches spend less money and incur less debt, they are typically one 

of the lowest performers in outreach ministries. However, even as the conference ranks in the high 

thirties for attendees, membership, and spending, the conference ranks 13
th in the number of persons 

served in the community.  

As the conference lost an average 395 attendees per year, the conference ranks low for both baptisms at 

42
nd and 46

th in professions of faith. There are 72 fewer professions of faith per year and 53 fewer 



 
 

baptisms per year. However, since 2010, professions have remained stable around 1,825 professions. 

Churches with fewer than 50 weekly attendees are, on average, unlikely to see one baptism in their 

church.  

The conference has increased its Christian groups’ attendance by more than 2,000 from 2012. The 

conference ranks high for most age categories in CF groups. Furthermore, as the categories increase 

from children to youth and young adults, their percentages drop from around the UMC average to 2 

percent below the UMC average, ranking the conference third in youth. Youth is similar to children in 

that churches with more than 170 weekly attendees are most likely to have youth.  

The conference’s membership is 95 percent white, while the area population is 56 percent white. The 

average church in the conference owes 23 percent of their annual budget in secured debt.  

Apportionments paid to the conference are at $10 million, or 8.5 percent of church income, the second 

lowest in more than 10 years. The conference spends about the UMC average on apportionments and 

benevolences. Apportionments paid and payout rates increase in correlation to church size but spends 1 

percent less than the average on non-UMC giving…South Georgia’s total spending has fallen over the 

years. Its current spending rate is one of the lowest in its 10-year history. Likewise, the conference’s 

spending per attendee has adjusted accordingly. The average South Georgia church spends 1 percent 

more than the UMC average on program cost but spends 2 percent more than the UMC average on 

operating cost.  

South Georgia is paying its staff more and its clergy less than other U.S. conferences, all while the 

conference has a low debt burden and spends more on non-capital expenses. The conference has 

increased its total staff spending by almost $1 million in one year. Conversely, from 2008 to 2014 pastor 

compensation declined by $523,000 per year. (excerpts taken from the GCFA Annual Report – South 

Georgia, July 1, 2016) 

Over the next several months, this report will be examined by leadership at all levels of the church in the 

South Georgia Conference. The statistical information collected each year is vital to our understanding 

of the current reality and can provide a basis for the development of the future of our annual conference. 

Here are a few questions to consider as you review the full report. 

How might these models be helpful to local churches in the engagement of mission and ministry? 

Where do you see positive and negative trends of growth and outreach? 

How might your local church increase in the areas trending upward and decrease in the areas trending 

downward? 

Click here to view the entire report. 

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 

denise@sgaumc.org. 

https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2016+local+church+toolkit%2c+south+georgia.pdf
mailto:denise@sgaumc.org


 
 

 

Needed: Neighbor! 

Dr. Hal Brady 

While driving to a meeting not long ago, I passed a florist’s truck. I couldn't help but notice the 

advertisement on the side of the truck. The advertisement read: “Flowers whisper how you feel.” 

Undoubtedly, that’s true! Flowers do whisper how we feel. But perhaps even more, compassion 

whispers how we feel. 

In the familiar parable, the Good Samaritan, Jesus asked, “Which of these three do you think proved 

neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” The answerer replied, “The one who showed mercy 

on him.” And Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise” (Luke 10:36,37) 

You know the story, and I am going to paraphrase it. A man was driving down a certain street in 

Atlanta. As he pulled up to a light, a carjacker forced him out of his automobile, beat him up, took his 

cash and vehicle and left him in the street half dead.  

Now, by chance, a religious leader was going down the same street but when he spied the man, he 

angled over to the other side. He was already 20 minutes late to a committee meeting. Shortly 

thereafter, a city social worker came by, took a look and also angled over to the other side. She was in a 

hurry to make a speech on “How to Assist the Down and Out.” But in a few minutes, a street person or 

an illegal immigrant or a person of different skin color or religion came by, saw the man and had 

compassion on him. And this person went way beyond the first mile of duty to the second mile of 

compassionate service. 

The real point of this well-known parable is not who is my neighbor – which is anybody in need – but 

how I should embody being a neighbor. Here are a few suggestions. 

First, a true neighbor knows no boundaries! A white school teacher in a large city shared that she 

taught a class of 85 percent black and 15 percent white children. She loved then all equally and dearly. 

Recently, one black child said to her, “I saw your husband today.” “You did?” the teacher responded. 

“Yes,” replied the little girl. “And he was white!” 

You see, that pupil knew so well that she was loved by the teacher that she had never thought of her in 

terms of color different from her own. Consequently, she was surprised that her teacher’s husband was 

white. 

Note that in the parable the victim by the side of the road is never identified. He is only a “man” which 

means anyone at all (male, female, friend, foe, anyone). Underline it, if you will. The man by the side of 

the road represents anyone in need.  



 
 

Max Muller, one time professor of modern languages at Oxford, has written that to the Greeks every 

foreigner was a “barbarian,” to the Jews, every stranger was a “Gentile dog,” and to the Mohammedan, 

every alien was an “infidel.” Then Jesus came, and erased these scornful titles from the dictionaries of 

humankind, and wrote in their stead, “brother” and “sister.” 

Today, our fractured, violent and mistrusting world is literally begging for good neighbors, for people 

who care. 

Second, a true neighbor moves beyond generalities!  

The hero in our parable moved beyond generalities and actually offered practical assistance. He bound 

up the victim’s wounds with his own hands and took him to a place of safety. 

A few years back, my wife broke her ankle and was sitting on a curb in agonizing pain. A young 

employee at a nearby fast food restaurant saw her through the window and came out and asked if she 

could be of assistance. The employee stayed with my wife for some time and wouldn’t leave. In a little 

while, the restaurant manager came out and said to the employee, “I was looking for you. I wondered 

where you were.” The employee said, “This woman has fallen. She needs some help.” 

Later, that employee went back inside and brought my wife some ice and water. She stayed until help 

came and assisted her into the automobile. The true neighbor always moves beyond generalities. 

Third, a true neighbor gives and gives and keeps on giving! A true neighbor always gives, and let it 

be emphasized, always has something to give. 

The noted Scottish minister James S. Stewart told of a lighthouse keeper whose days were spent on an 

isolated reef in the sea. Someone asked him one day, “Do you not feel like a prisoner way out here?” 

Swift as a flash, came the answer, “Not since I saved my first man.” 

But so many of us prefer a “quick fix” if you please. We want to do something for others, but we want to 

do it quickly. We can be nice for a while. We can commit for a few days. We tend to forget that most of 

God’s work, however, is complex and usually takes time. 

Take a closer look at Jesus. He kept on giving and giving until he finally gave all at Calvary.  

A tragic event took place way back in 1972; a terrible earthquake struck near Managua, Nicaragua. 

Immediately following the disaster, two dramatically different responses were made. One was made by 

an incredibly wealthy man, Howard Hughes, who left his hotel in Managua, picked his way through the 

rubble to his private plane, and flew out to a luxury hotel in Europe. 

Another man, Roberto Clemente, beloved superstar right fielder of the Pittsburgh Pirates, chartered 

some cargo planes and began flying into the devastated area with medicine and emergency food 

supplies. On one of those trips, Clemente died when the plane he was on went down in an accident in the 

open sea. 



 
 

The question before us regarding compassion is simple: Are we flying out or are we flying in? For the 

world’s sake I pray we are flying in. 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

Abrazando Nuevos Horizontes  

HISPANIC NEWS 

DANIEL MEDINA 

This is the third in a series of monthly columns written by Revs. Felipe Ricardo and Daniel Medina, 

associate directors of Connectional Ministries for Hispanic Ministries.  

El pasado 4-7 de agosto se celebró en San Juan, Puerto Rico la 45ta. Asamblea de MARCHA. 

MARCHA es el caucus de metodistas hispanos en los Estados Unidos y Puerto Rico. Este grupo y 

asamblea representa los ministros y los ministerios o congregaciones hispanas y brasileñas.  

A esta asamblea asistieron más de 200 personas, muchos de ellos jóvenes laicos y clérigos, y se 

desarrolló alrededor del tema Abrazando Nuevos Horizontes.  

La delegación de la conferencia del Sur de Georgia se compuso por los seis clérigos, sus esposas y 

algunos de sus hijos e hijas. Se tuvieron momentos felices como familias pastorales pues se tomaron 

días anteriores a la asamblea para disfrutar de las playas, paisaje y comida de la isla.  

Las pláticas, los mensajes y los talleres de la asamblea nos hicieron reflexionar como comunidad sobre 

la necesidad de discernir el futuro al cual Dios nos invita y nuestro deseo de responder buscando nuevas 

formas de ministerio en la formación de los discípulos comprometidos con nuestro Señor Jesucristo.  

El Culto de Apertura, el cual fue liderado por los obispos/as Hispano/as presentes (Cynthia Harvey-

Fierro, Minerva Carcaño, Elías Galván, Rafael Moreno, Juan Vera y Héctor Ortiz) El Obispo Ortiz 

(Puerto Rico) fue el predicador de la noche.  

 La misión de MARCHA es abogar en nombre de la comunidad hispano/latina, servir como voz 

profética y movimiento de esta comunidad.  

Marcha como caucus trabaja dentro de la Iglesia Metodista Unida y la Iglesia Metodista de Puerto Rico. 

Sus metas principales son: 1) abogar por la comunidad hispana/latina dentro y fuera de la Iglesia 

Metodista Unida, 2) acompañar y apoyar la comunidad hispana y latina en su formación y desarrollo, 3) 

educar y promover el respeto de los derechos humanos, comprometiéndose a la paz, la justicia, la 

libertad y la equidad.  

 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/


 
 

Embracing New Horizons 

Aug. 4 through Aug. 7, the 45th assembly of MARCHA was held in Puerto Rico. MARCHA is the 

caucus of Hispanic Methodists in the United States and Puerto Rico. This group represents the ministers 

and ministries of Hispanic and Brazilian background.  

This conference was attended by more than 200 people, lay and clergy, and the theme for the event was 

“Embracing New Horizons.”  

The South Georgia conference was represented by its six Hispanic pastors, their spouses, and some of 

their children. We really enjoyed sharing moments together at the beautiful landscape of the island.  

The worship was lively and the workshops and messages made us reflect like a community on the need 

to discern the future to which God is inviting us and also about our desire to respond by seeking new and 

more intentional forms of ministry for the formation of disciples committed with their Lord.  

The opening worship service was led by the Hispanic/Latino bishops Rev. Cynthia Harvey-Fierro, Rev. 

Minerva Carcaño, Rev. Elías Galván, Rev. Rafael Moreno, Rev. Juan Vera, and Rev. Héctor Ortiz with 

bishop Ortiz (Puerto Rico) preaching on that night. 

The mission of MARCHA is to advocate on behalf of the Hispanic/Latino community of The UMC and 

to serve as a prophetic voice and movement of this community.  

As caucus MARCHA works within The United Methodist Church and the Iglesia Metodista de Puerto 

Rico its organizational goals are: 1) advocate for the Hispanic/Latino community inside and outside of 

The United Methodist Church; 2) support and walk with this community and church in its formation and 

development; and 3) educate and promote the respect of the human rights, being committed to peace, 

justice, freedom, dignity and equality.  

 

Growing in Blessedness 

UMW Annual Meeting 2016 

South Georgia Conference United Methodist Women has been “Growing in Blessedness” in 2016. The 

conference Annual Meeting, being held on Saturday, Oct. 15 at White Bluff United Methodist Church in 

Savannah, will highlight the year’s work. 

“White Bluff UMC is hosting the meeting this year and we are really looking forward to a great day of 

celebration of the blessings God has bestowed on the work we have done all over South Georgia,” said 

Mary Exley, Conference UMW president. “We have been blessed to be a blessing to the poor, the lost, 

and the suffering.”  



 
 

Instead of a keynote speaker this year, the program committee has invited the three South Georgia 

mission agencies to share the work that is being done in the conference to fulfill the needs of women, 

children, and youth in South Georgia. 

The day will begin with registration at 9 a.m. which will allow time for browsing in the book room and 

visiting with old friends and acquaintances. Worship will begin at 10 a.m. in the sanctuary with the 

procession of presidents, followed by the program, business session, and communion. Lunch will be 

served in the White Bluff UMC dining room. 

“Something new this year will be a book signing by Dr. Charlene Black, author of ‘God Had a Plan 

Even for a Little Girl From Dexter,’” Exley said.  

Dr. Black has sold a large number of her books this year, and she announced from the beginning that all 

proceeds from its sale will go to South Georgia Conference United Methodist Women, earmarked for 

mission in South Georgia.  

“This will be a great opportunity for women who have not purchased their book to do so at this 

meeting,” Exley said. 

Everyone is urged to register now to attend.  

“It is the most important meeting of the year and is attended by district superintendents and the bishop,” 

Exley said.  

The registration form is available online here. District presidents also have copies available and are 

happy to provide them if they are contacted. 

 

Become educated about HealthFlex Exchange; six workshops offered 

In 2017, clergy and clergy spouses as well as conference lay employees currently enrolled in HealthFlex 

will have more choices for their health insurance as the conference moves towards a HealthFlex 

Exchange. The HealthFlex Exchange will allow participants to choose from among six different policies 

and also have options for a more robust vision plan and for a dental plan. 

The General Board of Pensions & Health Benefits and South Georgia have chosen to move to this 

Exchange to provide participants with more options, more flexibility, more support, same wellness 

incentives, same award winning wellness programs, same provider networks, same health plan partners, 

and same cost to local churches. Participants can keep their current insurance with only a minimal 

increase, or they can “buy up” or “buy down.” 

http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/UMWAnnualMeeting2016.pdf


 
 

To help prepare participants for these new options, the South Georgia Conference Administrative 

Services Office will hold six different HealthFlex Exchange Seminars in October at different locations 

across the conference.   

Thursday, Oct. 6 

Columbus: 9:30 – 11:30 a.m., Living Grace UMC, 3969 Edgewood Circle, Columbus 

Albany: 2 – 4 p.m., Porterfield UMC, 2200 Dawson Road, Albany 

Valdosta: 7 – 9 p.m., Park Avenue UMC, 100 E. Park Avenue, Valdosta 

Friday, Oct. 7 

Jesup: 9:30 – 11:30 a.m., Jesup UMC, 205 E. Cherry Street, Jesup 

Savannah: 2 – 4 p.m., Richmond Hill UMC, 9050 Ford Avenue, Richmond Hill 

Saturday, Oct. 8 

Swainsboro: 9:30 – 11:30 a.m., Calvary UMC, 421 S. Main Street, Swainsboro 

Macon: 2 – 4 p.m., Centenary UMC, 1290 College Street, Macon 

Open enrollment/election period for participants is Nov. 2-17, 2016. Visit www.gbophb.org and log into 

HealthFlex WebMD. For questions, contact Eleanor Dickson at 800-535-4224. 

 

Attention clergy: take the HealthQuotient by Sept. 30 for savings 

Attention clergy and clergy spouses who are HealthFlex active plan participants: the HealthQuotient is 

here; take it today! Deadline for savings is Sept. 30. 

The WebMD HealthQuotient (HQ) online health risk assessment is a great step toward preventing 

disease and managing health risks. This online tool is a fast and easy way to evaluate how personal 

health factors, lifestyle habits and family medical history may raise your risk for serious conditions like 

heart disease or diabetes. The HQ does not diagnose conditions—but it does provide information about 

how habits or family history may increase your likelihood of developing certain health conditions. It 

may also help you prioritize which risk factors deserve your attention first. 

Click here for more details. 
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http://www.gbophb.org/
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/files_library/hq+2016+reminder.pdf


 
 

KidzQuest – Sept. 23-25 

KidzQuest is an annual fall weekend retreat for third through sixth grade students at Epworth By The 

Sea on St. Simons Island. Sponsored by South Georgia's Connectional Ministries, KidzQuest offers a 

chance for children to take a break from school, spend time with friends, worship with church groups of 

all sizes and hear about the HOPE we have in Christ’s unfailing love. Free time has been scheduled in to 

allow for groups to enjoy the island as well. Click here for more information. Registration is closed and 

the event is full. 

World Communion Sunday – Oct. 2 

World Communion Sunday is one of the six churchwide Special Sundays of The United Methodist 

Church. Our church is at its best when we reach out to sisters and brothers in need. World Communion 

Sunday calls the church to reach out to all people and model diversity among God’s children. United 

Methodists relate to World Communion Sunday by celebrating communion with other Christians around 

the world on this special Sunday. Churches are also encouraged to receive an offering to support 

scholarships for ethnic undergraduate and graduate students. Our gifts often enable first-generation 

students to attend college. 

HealthFlex Exchange Seminars – Oct. 6, 7, 8 

In 2017, pastors and their families will have several options from which to choose for their HealthFlex 

insurance. The Open Enrollment period will be Nov. 2-17, 2016. This seminar will help pastors 

understand what the new options will be and how to make selections during Open Enrollment. Every 

pastor should plan to attend one of the seven seminars being held across the annual conference. Spouses 

are welcome to attend. 

Seminar dates, times, and locations:  

Thursday, Oct. 6: Living Grace UMC in Columbus; 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 

Thursday, Oct. 6: Porterfield Memorial UMC in Albany; 2 – 4 p.m. 

Thursday, Oct. 6: Park Avenue UMC in Valdosta; 7 – 9 p.m.  

Friday, Oct. 7: Jesup First UMC; 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 

Friday, Oct. 7: Richmond Hill UMC; 2 – 4 p.m. 

Saturday, Oct. 8: Calvary UMC in Swainsboro; 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 

Saturday, Oct. 8: Centenary UMC in Macon; 2 – 4 p.m. 

UMW Annual Meeting – Oct. 15 

South Georgia’s United Methodist Women will celebrate 44 years of mission and ministry on Saturday, 

Oct. 15 at White Bluff United Methodist Church in Savannah. Visit www.sgaumc.org/umw for more 

information. 

Early Response Team Training – Oct. 15 

An Early Response Team Training will be held from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 15, 2016, at 

The Gathering UMC in Valdosta. Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to 

respond in the immediate aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the 

training, participants will receive an ERT Training Manual and, upon completing the course, will 

http://www.sgaumc.org/kidzquest
http://www.umcgiving.org/pastors/resources?category=2750
http://www.sgaumc.org/umw


 
 

receive an UMCOR ID Badge and a T-shirt. Background checks are required before receiving badges. 

Please provide proof of background check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are applicable. Lunch is 

also included in the cost. Register here for this training. To schedule an ERT training contact Luis 

Morales at morhilll@gmail.com. 

Vashti Day – Oct. 16 

Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special offering to support the ministry 

of The Vashti Center, Inc. To learn more about Vashti and its great ministry, visit www.vashti.org.  

Go and Tell! Women’s Conference – Oct. 22 

The Go and Tell! Women's Conference will take place on Saturday, Oct. 22 at Forest Hills UMC in 

Macon. It is for college-aged women who are interested in ministry - whether ordained or lay. The hope 

is that this conference will be a time of discernment and education for the women. The main speaker and 

workshop leaders are women in clergy and lay roles in the South Georgia Conference. The cost is $30 

and includes the cost of the conference, lunch, dinner, resources, and a t-shirt. Click here to learn more 

and register.   

Eagles’ Fall Retreat – Oct. 24-26 

The South Georgia Eagles’ Fall Retreat is set for Oct. 24-26, 2016 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons 

Island. The theme is “A Silver Lining” with retired Bishop Richard Looney leading the sessions. He will 

address the following topics: 1) Engaging life –Learning from the humor of Jesus; 2) Dealing with 

personal loss and sorrow – we help others, can we help ourselves?; 3) The joy of planning one’s own 

funeral – this is not as heavy as it sounds. All retirees of the South Georgia Annual Conference, aka 

“Eagles,” are invited to the Fall Retreat. If possible, please bring a craft, canned food item, or something 

others might want to purchase for placement in the silent auction that’s held to help pay the retreat 

expenses. Each Eagle is responsible for making their own reservations. Call Epworth By The Sea at 912-

638-8688 for rates and to make your reservation before Oct 12. Come to be rejuvenated! 

 

Scripture Readings – September 19 

September 25 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 

Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 (UMH 810) 

1 Timothy 6:6-19 

Luke 16:19-31 

October 2 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
Lamentations 1:1-6 

Psalm 137 (UMH 852) 

https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTGathering
mailto:morhilll@gmail.com
http://www.vashti.org/
http://goandtellwomensconference.weebly.com/


 
 

2 Timothy 1:1-14 

Luke 17:5-10 

October 9 

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 

Psalm 66:1-12 (UMH 790) 

2 Timothy 2:8-15 

Luke 17:11-19 

 

Everlasting Covenant 

Fall Quarter: The Sovereignty of God 

Unit 1: The Sovereignty of God 

Sunday school lesson for the week of September 25, 2016 

By Rev. Denise Walton 

Lesson Scripture: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

Background Scripture: Isaiah 61 

The Suffering Servant in the Old and New Testaments 

This week the Sunday school lesson introduces Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 as the focus of the lesson. Over the 

past several weeks we have read passages from Isaiah and focused on the purposes which are building 

upon the theme of God as sovereign. 

Lesson 1: The Peaceful Kingdom – Isaiah 11:1-9  

The stated purpose was to explore how we can actively participate in God’s peaceful kingdom  

Lesson 2: The Mountain of God – Isaiah 25:6-10a  

The stated purpose was to understand what it means to trust in God’s promise to end oppression. 

Lesson 3: Foundations of the Earth – Isaiah 40:21-31  

The stated purpose was to explore the nature of God’s sovereign power 

Lesson 4: Everlasting Covenant – Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

The stated purpose is to see how we can engage with God and one another to keep God’s everlasting 

covenant. 

One of the major themes of this week’s lesson (Lesson 4: Everlasting Covenant) is the description of the 

suffering servant found in Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11. It is common knowledge that many scholars in the field 

of theology disagree over the identity of the servant. Some researchers point to the servant found in 



 
 

these passages as a historical figure or representing the community of Israel while others agree the 

servant is a Messianic link to Jesus Christ. 

For our purposes, we will not argue the identity but acknowledge there is a connection between the 

description of the suffering servant in the Old Testament found in Isaiah and other Old Testament 

passages. This connection in the New Testament is found in Luke 4:17-19.  

“The writers of the Synoptic Gospels saw in these servant songs messianic prophecies that were fulfilled 

in Jesus. These writers understood Jesus as a suffering-type Messiah rather than a triumphant 

warrior/king Messiah.” (Adult Bible Studies, pg. 47) 

Sunday school teachers consider this: invite class participants to read both Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 and 

Luke 4:17-19. As the passages are read, what was the servant sent to do among the people of God? 

Invite the class to name the categories of suffering described and explore God’s instruction concerning 

each group. Finally, explore the implications of these passages for leaders today in the church. 

The good news of God’s covenant relationship  

As you consider the historical information related to Israel, I invite you to recall our previous 

discussions that Isaiah is commonly understood to be divided into three major sections. First Isaiah, 

chapters 1-39; Second Isaiah, chapters 40-55; and Third Isaiah, chapters 56-66. The lesson today falls 

within Third Isaiah and depicts a historical period after the Babylonian exile and during the rebuilding of 

Jerusalem. Scholars teach that the books of Ezra and Nehemiah give us a detailed explanation of the 

rebuilding of Jerusalem during this period. 

There is good news – God is sovereign. Through the sovereignty of God, the Israelites have survived the 

exile and they are rebuilding their lives and rebuilding the temple. God has not forgotten his covenant 

with the people of Israel.  

The covenant between God and the people of God remains intact. God’s love for his people and His love 

for justice has not changed.  

Let’s now take a look at Psalm 13:1 and Isaiah 61:1-4. 

Psalm 13:1 reveals the Israelites in a state of struggle with the weight of oppression and crying out for 

God to be present and act upon the injustices. 

Psalm 13:1 (NIV) 

How long, LORD? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me? 

In Isaiah 61:1-4, there is a confidence that God has acted and will act in the present circumstances of the 

oppressed. God has kept covenant and is exalting a servant to address the injustices, restore the people, 

and restore Jerusalem. 



 
 

Isaiah 61:1-4 (NIV) 

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

Because the LORD has anointed me  

To bring good news to the afflicted; 

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

To proclaim liberty to captives 

And freedom to prisoners; 

To proclaim the favorable year of the LORD 

And the day of vengeance of our God; 

To comfort all who mourn, 

To grant those who mourn in Zion, 

Giving them a garland instead of ashes, 

The oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

The mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting. 

So they will be called oaks of righteousness, 

The planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified. 

Then they will rebuild the ancient ruins, 

They will raise up the former devastations; 

And they will repair the ruined cities, 

The desolations of many generations. 

Finally, we close this week’s lesson with Isaiah 61:8-11. It is the suffering servant who portrays a 

covenant understanding of God’s abundant love. 

Isaiah 61:8-11 

I will rejoice greatly in the LORD, 

My soul will exult in my God; 

For He has clothed me with garments of salvation, 



 
 

He has wrapped me with a robe of righteousness, 

As a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

And as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 

And as a garden causes the things sown in it to spring up, 

So the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

To spring up before all the nations. 

As we reflect on God’s covenant relationship, there is indeed good news. The people of ancient Israel in 

the Old Testament were now rebuilding after the exile. In the New Testament, Luke 4:17-19, Jesus 

stands in the temple to read the scroll of Isaiah 61.  

Both passages challenge the church today to consider what it means to be in leadership in God’s 

kingdom. As church leaders, what areas of ministry focus stand out in these passages? How do we 

measure up in reaching out to the oppressed and sharing the goods news of hope and salvation in Jesus 

Christ? 

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 

denise@sgaumc.org. 

 

The Imprint of God 

Fall Quarter: The Sovereignty of God 

Unit 1: The Sovereignty of Jesus 

Sunday school lesson for the week of October 2, 2016 

By Rev. Denise Walton 

Lesson Scripture: Hebrew 1:1-9 (NIV) 

Background Scripture: Hebrews 1 

In the past, God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in 

these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom 

also he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his 

being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat 

down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. So he became as much superior to the angels as the 

name he has inherited is superior to theirs. (Hebrews 1:1-9 NIV) 

mailto:denise@sgaumc.org


 
 

The Imprint of God 

This week the Sunday school lesson maintains the overall theme of sovereignty but moves from the 

sovereignty of God to the sovereignty of Jesus Christ. I was drawn this week to the Bible Lesson for 

Youth (BL4Y). The BL4Y is an official resource from The United Methodist Church approved by 

Discipleship Ministries. It is the youth version of the Sunday school lesson following the International 

Lesson Series. 

Each week the Bible Lesson for Youth provides a takeaway and Bible background. Let’s consider this 

week’s Sunday school lesson (Hebrew 1:1-9) from the perspective of our youth. 

According to the BL4Y, the primary takeaway for this week’s lesson: Jesus is a reflection of God’s 

glory, superior to all creation, we can trust Jesus’ guidance in our lives. 

The Bible Background 

The BL4Y provides insight into the biblical background of Hebrews 1:1-9: 

There is no attempt in the Book of Hebrews to prove God’s existence. The writer of Hebrews knew that 

God existed and that God spoke to humanity. The Jewish people questioned if Jesus truly was God’s 

final answer. Jesus is our revelation of who God is and reflects God’s glory more than any other being or 

creation. Meeting Jesus is meeting God face to face. (Bible Lessons for Youth, pg. 24) 

As we consider the historical information related to the Book of Hebrews, scholars argue that we don’t 

know the author, the audience or even the type of communication (letter or sermon). The Adult Bible 

Study supports the argument that Hebrews is not a letter but a sermon based primarily on Psalm 110. 

The Adult Bible Study provides insight into the primary purpose of Hebrews: 

The main purpose of Hebrews originally was to encourage Christians who were facing persecution to 

stand strong in their faith. They were exhorted to deepen their faith in Jesus Christ, the “pioneer, and 

perfector” of Christians (12:2). Hebrews was written to offer hope in Jesus’ sovereignty, which is a 

perfect reflection of God’s sovereignty. 

All of these identifying issues have been debated over the centuries. However, the BL4Y helps the 

reader to see that beyond the complexities of authorship, audience, and style of writing there are simple 

truths. “Jesus is an exact imprint or reflection of God. Just as Jesus reflects God, Christians are meant to 

reflect Jesus to others. To reflect upon Jesus, we must trust his guidance in our lives and follow his 

directions.” 

As I considered the lesson from the perspective of our youth, I was reminded of a sermon that I preached 

years ago, “Can we trust Him?” In the message, I quoted an unknown author who described Jesus’ 

mission and ministry in Luke 4:20-21. In the text, Jesus closed the book of Isaiah, handed it over to the 

priest, and sat down to preach. All eyes were on Jesus, and he said these words, “This day is this 



 
 

scripture fulfilled in your ears.” Jesus proclaimed that he was the Messiah, the fulfillment of all that 

Isaiah prophesied. This unknown author described Jesus’ mission as such: 

 Jesus was the One upon whom the Spirit abode. 

 Jesus was the One anointed to preach the gospel to the poor and captives. 

 Jesus was the One who healed the brokenhearted. 

 Jesus was the One gave sight to the blind. 

 Jesus was the One who freed the bruised. 

 Jesus was the One who preached the acceptable year of the Lord, the age of salvation. 

When we see the face of Jesus, we see the face of God. Yes, we can trust Him! 

Teachers for your consideration: This is a good week to stay with the simple theme of the lesson such as 

trusting God’s sovereignty and trusting Jesus’ sovereignty. The early Christians struggled to understand 

that God had previously spoken through the prophets, but now God speaks through his son Jesus. 

First, invite the class to engage in a discussion of trust within a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 

In what ways do we trust Jesus? As Christians do we experience times when it’s hard to trust our 

relationship with Jesus Christ? 

Second, encourage class participants to have a conversation with a youth or young adult. The person can 

be someone in the church or a family member. Let’s not be too concerned with age limits. (It would be 

nice if the individual is younger than you and me). 

Inquire about their understanding of the relationship between God and Jesus Christ. Feel free to ask this 

question or create your own: How do you understand the interrelatedness of God and Jesus, the Son of 

God? 

Invite the class participants to get permission from the youth or young adult to share something from 

their perspective with the Sunday school class next week. I believe this exercise will reveal to us the 

depth of knowledge, questions and enlightenment of our youth and young adults. 

Lord thank you for the youth and young adults in our lives and the communities of faith. May we 

humble ourselves to listen and learn as we invite a fresh perspective on the sovereignty of Jesus and the 

relationship of God and His Son, Jesus Christ. 

Dear Lord, may it be so, 

Denise Walton 

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 

denise@sgaumc.org. 

mailto:denise@sgaumc.org

