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Downloadable statistical tables help local churches use data 

*This is the first of a two-part story on the ways statistical data can help local churches. 

In an effort to help local churches more effectively use the data they’ve compiled and submitted through 

the Statistical Tables that they complete in February of each year, the Administrative Services Office has 

created and made available for download an Excel file with all 616 churches’ statistics in one large 

table, for sorting and analysis. The file also includes separate tabs for each district so that those who 

only want to look at a single district’s statistics may do so. 

The statistics are useful for comparing and contrasting churches of similar sizes, said Dr. Derek 

McAleer, Director of Administrative Services and Conference Statistician. 

“It’s a way to compare what you’re doing with what churches of similar sizes are doing,” he said. “For 

example, I get calls every year from churches wanting to know what other churches their size are 

paying. Here’s a way to look at it.” 

While this information has long been collected and available, it has never before been compiled into one 

easy-to-access document. 

Dozens of rows of data can be sorted through and compared, including total professing members, 

average weekly worship attendance, number of persons baptized, number of people engaged in mission, 

pastor compensation, and other staff compensation.  

The importance of the statistics, said Dr. McAleer, is that they can help local churches see how they 

compare to other churches of similar size, with similar worship attendance, or in the same county. 

Church leaders can then use the data within discussions and meetings and to make financial and ministry 

decisions, if needed. 

Another useful tool is www.umdata.org, the United Methodist Data Access page. Maintained by the 

General Council on Finance and Administration (GCFA) for The United Methodist Church, 

www.umdata.org provides searchable statistical information regarding churches, pastors, leadership, 

conferences, and other entities. The website also allows users to print helpful graphs of the information. 

http://www.umdata.org/
http://www.umdata.org/


 
 

“The statistics will show you what other people are doing and where you might look for help, but they 

will not motivate you to change,” Dr. McAleer said. “But those with courage enough to wonder what 

God might expect from their church will find some useful information in the tables.” 

Click here to access the Excel files  

 

Harvest Church helps give written language, Bible to unreached people groups 

Millions of people around the world don’t have access to the Bible in their own language. In fact, more 

than 50 percent of world languages are still in need of completed Bible translations. 

A recent State of the Bible survey, which polled 2,000 Americans and was conducted by the Barna 

Group, found that 72 percent of Americans believe the Bible is available in all of the world’s languages. 

However, the report states that only 43 percent of languages actually have Bible translations available. 

Out of the world’s 6,901 different languages, 1,859 (31 percent) don’t have a Bible translation processes 

started. Meanwhile, the report states that 2,195 (26 percent) languages are in the process of having 

scripture translated but do not yet have completed scripture. 

The five First Nations people groups spread across northern Canada – Oji-Cree, Plains Cree, Northern 

Alberta Cree, Woods Cree and Swampy Cree – are among those who lack access to the Bible in their 

own language, but Harvest Church, through a partnership with Wycliffe Bible Translators USA, is doing 

its part to change that. 

Through Wycliffe, Harvest is helping give the Western Cree not just the Bible in their own language, 

but a written language for the first time. 

“We saw an opportunity to change lives and got on board,” said Jason Meador, missions director at 

Harvest Church. “It’s giving them the Bible, but it’s so much more.” 

Wycliffe translators and missionaries are working directly with the Cree to develop their written 

language and Bible translation, and Harvest Church’s congregation is committed to supporting them 

financially and prayerfully.  

The congregation gave generously during the church’s 2014 Christmas offering, and pledges are still 

being paid on those commitments, which were given exclusively to support the Western Cree 

Partnership with Wycliffe. The project is ongoing and complete translation will probably take another 

year or so.  

Harvest Church also created and printed prayer cards for the week of an important Wycliffe translation 

workshop. With prayer topics for each day of the workshop and names of all of the participants, 

congregants could pray specifically. 

http://www.sgaumc.org/statisticaltablesfordownload


 
 

Though Bible translation is an intensive undertaking that can take many years to complete, the 

partnership has already produced results. More than 1,500 Bible verses have been translated into the Oji-

Cree language, and in 2015, for the first time ever, the village church was decorated with Christmas 

banners in the Oji-Cree language. For many consecutive Sundays, the Scripture readings in local church 

services have been from the new translation into the Oji-Cree language. 

“Being able to read and hear the Scripture in the language you know and understand best brings such 

hope and joy, and illustrates in a very real way the love God has for you,” said Bill and Norma Jean 

Jancewicz, who are part of a Wycliffe translation team with the Western Cree. “We’re grateful for the 

Harvest Church’s faithful support of this project, and hope other churches around the United States will 

pursue similar partnerships with translation projects all over the world.” 

The partnership with Wycliffe is just one way that the congregation serves others and spreads the love of 

Christ outside the walls of the church. The church has more than 250 small groups this season, and each 

are actively engaged in service within the local community. Hundreds of Harvest Church members have 

been empowered and equipped to serve and make positive changes within their community. 

“At Harvest, we really want to live out the Great Commission, and our people like big projects that 

make a big difference,” said Jim Cowart, lead pastor at Harvest Church. “Translating scripture to a 

people group that doesn’t have the Bible is an exciting endeavor.” 

 

2016 Conference Journal ready for orders and download 

Journal includes conference business, directories, reports, appointments, and statistical tables 

The 2016 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference is now available for purchase. As was the 

process in 2015, those wishing to purchase a Conference Journal will order their copy(ies) online 

directly from the printer. The cost of the Journal is $20 each plus tax and shipping. 

Click here to order your copy of the 2016 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference.*  

The Journal is also available as a free PDF download at www.sgaumc.org/conferencejournal. Adobe 

Acrobat Reader is required to download the file(s). The ability to download just the sections needed is 

also available. 

“We were excited last year to introduce both our new “print-on-demand” Journal and downloadable 

Journal,” said Dr. Jay Harris, Conference Secretary. “The larger layout we now use has allowed us to 

condense the Journal to one volume instead of the two that were previously offered.” 

Format and publishing changes that were introduced last year have resulted in tremendous cost savings 

for both the Conference and the individual purchaser. The convenience of online ordering also allows 

purchasers the ability to order copies throughout the year, not just during a pre-order window. 

http://www.lulu.com/shop/south-georgia-conference/2016-south-georgia-annual-conference-journal/paperback/product-22871420.html
http://www.sgaumc.org/conferencejournal


 
 

“We laid a firm foundation with last year’s changes and were able to build upon that foundation to make 

the 2016 Journal available even earlier this year,” said Dr. Harris. “I am grateful for the excellent work 

of Meredyth Earnest, our Journal Editor, and Kara Witherow, our Journal Assistant Editor. We’re also 

grateful for the assistance we’ve received along the way from Rev. Denise Walton and members of our 

Connectional Ministries team as well as Dr. Derek McAleer and members of our Administrative 

Services team. It truly is a pleasure to be a part of this process.” 

Contact Journal Editor Meredyth Earnest at meredyth@sgaumc.com with any questions about the 

Journal. 

*The Conference is using www.Lulu.com, an online print-on-demand publishing company, to print the 

2016 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference. Orders will be made and processed via their 

secure website and shipped directly from their facility.  

 

The Congregational Development Corner: 10 for 10 (10 steps for 10 percent growth) 

During the 2016 Annual Conference session, action steps for congregational growth were shared during 

a Fruitfulness in Evangelism panel discussion, moderated by Rev. Jay Hanson, director of 

Congregational Development. Five clergy – Rev. Antonie Walker, Rev. Leigh Ann Raynor, Rev. Hale 

Bishop, Rev. Matt Hearn, and Rev. Jim Cowart – each shared two key tools for evangelism and growth 

and together gave clergy and lay attendees 10 action steps for 10 percent growth.  

In the next several Advocate issues Congregational Development will share articles to give you and 

your congregation practical steps for church growth and development.  

Plan for Success 

By Rev. Hale Bishop 

I fondly remember the words of one of my favorite seminary professors, “It is a disservice to the Gospel 

to preach without the expectations that lives will change.” If we expect lives to change when the Gospel 

is preached, we must have a plan to move beyond that moment toward teaching people to live as 

Christians. If we have no plan for success once the message is shared, there is a tremendous let down. 

The same is true for church growth. We must have more than a desire; there must be planning in place 

for new persons who come to the church. 

The following is an example of a successful ministry plan that could be used to provide steps to personal 

growth: 

1. Create a personal mission statement. Make your goals BIG! 

2. Choose your gurus. Look for guidance, mentors, and advice. 

3. Plan your strategy, plan your path, and set a timeline for completion of each step. 

mailto:meredyth@sgaumc.com
https://www.lulu.com/


 
 

This plan, or one like it, can be applied to nearly anything we are looking to do. When you begin a new 

fitness club, they try to get the message to you that you need to be in shape. Once you believe that, they 

look to set you up with a trainer to give you advice and guide you successfully towards your perfect 

goal. Then, they set a path and a timeline for completing your steps toward reaching your goal.  

We can use the same process when we are looking for church growth. Without a detailed plan, it is easy 

to begin with a great push. Things seem to go great at first; everyone is excited and inspired. The 

problem arises when we go to our congregations, searching for their “buy-in.” The momentum is lost 

without a comprehensive plan in place to see all participants through to those final goals. This same 

cycle happens in all areas of life. 

As churches, pastors, and laity, we must have a plan that we can all fully commit ourselves to in order to 

see it work. Important things in life often require that we have a plan and work our plan if we expect to 

succeed. However, this plan for success also needs a warning label, of sorts. If you and your 

congregation are on a path to successful ministry, you must be ready when you do succeed.  

Consider this: you are planning a trip to the beach and you figure the cost and select the dates. You save 

your money and make the trip only to find out that you have no bathing suit. Well, now you are in a bit 

of a pickle! If we have only planned to arrive at our destination but didn’t consider what to do when we 

get there, is that true success?  

So here are some steps for planning for success: 

 We need to understand as church members that it is not about “me.” In his commentary on 

Amos, David Guzik says, “it is always wrong to measure worship by how it pleases us.” We 

need to understand that worship is for God and it is not about ME! 

 As we understand that worship is about praising God and bringing others into the kingdom we 

understand that we must facilitate newcomers in worship. Let visitors have your chair/pew. Be 

willing to deal with overcrowded situations with cheer. Help set up chairs if necessary, find and 

foster visitors. 

 We must have an understanding of the core values of our church. What are we about? Can these 

values be easily articulated to visitors and outsiders to the church? 

 Will we go beyond the cursory invite to church? If an invitation is extended, take the next logical 

step and offer to pick them up. At the very least, plan to meet them at the door and introduce 

them to others. Think about how we introduce people and foster them in our civic clubs and 

other functions. Do we do this at church as well? 

If we are going to make church growth and the spreading of the Gospel a priority, we must be ready for 

new guests, new members, and new opportunities. What would happen if your church suddenly had a 25 

percent increase on Sunday morning? Think Easter Sunday! Remember all that goes into preparations 

for a large crowd. Are we ready for this? 

If we are not ready for the success of our plan, then our plan is not complete. To arrive at our destination 

with no idea what to do once we are there doesn’t make much sense. 



 
 

Hale Bishop serves as senior pastor at Park Avenue UMC in Valdosta. Contact him at 

halebishop@paumc.com. 

 

Small-town church, big-time heart 

Written and submitted by Rev. Tom Dent, pastor of Woodbine UMC 

There’s a small town in Southeast Georgia that is like many towns in the South Georgia Conference. 

People driving on U.S. 17 probably don’t even notice it. There’s one traffic light and, if you’re lucky, 

there could be two restaurants open. (But only if you’re driving through Tuesday through Friday 

between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.!) 

That small town is Woodbine. It’s off Interstate 95, only 14 miles from the Florida border. Like many 

small South Georgia towns, it has seen better days economically. Woodbine prospered when U.S. 17 

was the main thoroughfare into Florida. There were restaurants, service stations, general mercantile 

stores, and even a small hospital. Today, though, nearly one-third of its 1,400 residents live in HUD 

Section 8 housing and hundreds live below the poverty line. 

Yet, in the midst of the poverty, a small church with a big heart helps to meet the needs of its 

community. Every Tuesday at this church that averages less than 100 in worship, 140 meals are cooked, 

assembled, and delivered to those in need. Before they leave to deliver the meals the team gathers to 

pray for those who will receive them. The 140 meals represents about 10 percent of the town’s 

population.  

This big task is accomplished by a handful of dedicated Woodbinites, as townspeople are often called, 

from Woodbine United Methodist Church and other churches in the small coastal community. 

All of this happened because one woman was obedient to God’s direction. Teresa Sawyer was praying 

and asking the Lord what she could do and He instructed her to “feed my sheep.” At first she thought 

this was a summer-long ministry, but by fall God had spoken to her again and said, “I’ve not told you to 

stop.”  

For more than five years Sawyer and her team have remained obedient to God’s call to serve those in 

need by fulfilling Jesus’ words from Matthew 25. This year alone, 7,000 meals will be distributed to and 

appreciated by residents of the Woodbine community.  

That’s not the only way Woodbine UMC cares for its community. Each Tuesday and Thursday a food 

pantry and clothes closet are open; they average helping more than 50 families each month by giving out 

non-perishable grocery items and clothing for free.  

mailto:halebishop@paumc.com


 
 

While the problem of hunger in the community cannot fully be solved by just a handful of 

congregations, that doesn’t keep these dedicated people from making things a little better for their fellow 

Woodbinites.  

So, even if you are like most other South Georgia United Methodists who attend a small church, seek 

ways to be the hands and feet of Jesus, who said in John 13:34-35 “And so I am giving a new 

commandment to you now – love each other just as much as I love you. 35 Your strong love for each 

other will prove to the world that you are my disciples.” (The Living Bible) 

 

Tips for including church members in your service 

Laity Sunday is Oct. 16 

By Darby Jones, United Methodist Communications 

The word laity is from the Greek word, laos, meaning “people of God.” It is used to describe members 

of a congregation or parish who are not a part of the clergy. By letting laity plan services and offer ideas 

for worship, the pastor and worship team members can get a little respite, and participating members 

may find a deeper connection within the church. 

Laity Sunday is a specific day to include church members in the planning and execution of your service, 

but you could choose other days as well. Fall and spring breaks are a time when families may have more 

availability to participate together. Summer can also be ideal when parents may have more flexible 

schedules. If you have a worship planning team, make sure they’re involved to approve the 

nontraditional plans. 

Involve your mission teams 

Congregation (and community) members who go on mission trips often host a post-trip meeting to share 

what they did. Invite mission volunteers to plan a Sunday service to allow even more people to 

experience the mission in worship, inspiring and motivating the entire congregation. Ask the mission 

team to plan a Sunday service that they will lead a few weeks after their return. Talk with them about 

planning and leading the service before they go, so they can keep that in mind during the mission trip. 

Ask youth 

Young people, especially teens, like to share their opinions and to be given an opportunity to lead adults. 

Planning a worship service provides a perfect opportunity for direct church involvement. Youth can pick 

readings that inspire them. They can select music that motivates them. As they experience all it takes to 

plan a successful service, they may gain appreciation for what happens in worship. They also learn 

valuable skills for college ministry. Additionally, your adult congregation can gain insight and 

appreciation for youth as they participate in a more youth-oriented service. 



 
 

Go to families 

Sure, moms, dads and children are busy, but they often worship together. What if families planned a 

service together? Don’t just invite a couple of families you know well – extend the invitation to 

everybody. You never know who might be interested but won’t volunteer unless they’re asked. If 

interest is too great to fit your nontraditional service schedule, consider asking families to work together. 

Think about mixing it up – match a family of five (mom, dad, three children) with a family of two 

(mom, child) or a single-parent family with an older-adult couple. The varying perspectives will enhance 

the worship experience. 

Trade churches or community organizations 

Consider working with a neighboring church and exchange services for the day. Let the other 

congregation (or even a related community group) plan your worship service and offer to do the same 

for that group. 

Although these worship services will be nontraditional, they still must be planned and executed to fit 

within whatever parameters your church sets. Here are some tips to ensure that happens: 

Prepare how-to information 

Decide how much freedom you want planners to have. Include time parameters and “must-haves.” Keep 

the information to a single sheet so the other planning team isn’t overwhelmed. 

Offer planning assistance 

Some groups may want assistance; others may prefer to work independently. Provide a worship team 

contact to answer their questions. 

Plan to review 

In giving your worship planners a suggested timeline for completion, make sure to include time for your 

worship-planning team and pastor to review the plans. Don’t micromanage service details, but ensure 

the planned worship doesn’t have any obvious red flags. 

 

Seek peace and pursue it 

FROM THE BISHOP 

R. LAWSON BRYAN 

Thank you for your tremendous response to the laity and clergy gatherings we are holding in each 

district. Through these opportunities Sherrill and I are seeing firsthand how much the South Georgia 



 
 

Conference truly is Alive Together in Christ. After each laity or clergy meeting we find ourselves 

quoting Psalm 133: How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity! 

The energy and inspiration of our district meetings stands in stark contrast with the recent violence in 

Charlotte, North Carolina. Similar violence occurred last summer in Baton Rouge, La.; Minneapolis, and 

Dallas. As disciples of Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, our hearts go out to the families of all those 

who are victims of senseless and needless violence. By His own example Jesus taught us not to turn 

away from individuals, families, and communities that are hurting, but to move toward them and 

embrace them in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

What can we do with the anger and grief that we feel in the face of such violence?  How do we keep 

from surrendering to despair or apathy? 

First, we can open our Bibles to Numbers 35:22-34 and discover the profound truth expressed in v. 33: 

“You shall not pollute the land in which you live; for violence pollutes the land....” Violence pollutes the 

land.  We feel anger and grief because we love this land and we refuse to accept the pollution that 

violence creates. 

Next, we can cultivate the habit of praying – as we listen to the news reports of violence – for all who 

suffer brutality at the hands of others. This includes domestic violence, workplace violence, and the 

violence that erupts in our communities. In addition to our individual prayers, our presence in corporate 

worship gives us the opportunity to pray for our own community and for those who put their lives on the 

line daily in order to protect and defend all citizens.  

Finally, we can participate in acts of peace and unity. Over the past four years, for instance, I have had 

the privilege of joining in community-wide worship sponsored by United Methodist churches in 

partnership with AME, AME-Zion, and CME churches. These Pan-Methodist services become signs of 

hope as they provide a visible witness to the healing love of Jesus Christ in the community.  

The world needs what The United Methodist Church is uniquely equipped to provide. Building on this 

foundation, let us press ahead as the Holy Spirit uses us to overcome dividing walls of hostility and live 

together in peace and unity.   

Yes, violence pollutes the land. But there is an alternative: seek peace and pursue it (1 Peter 3:8-12). 

Alive Together in Christ, 

R. Lawson Bryan 

 

Youth will "Break Out" at Encounter youth retreat 



 
 

Encounter, set for Nov. 18-20 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island, is a three-day weekend 

retreat designed to help students in 6th-12th grades encounter God in their own individual ways. The 

retreat will offer passionate worship, relevant Bible study, and opportunities to strengthen bonds within 

church groups around the conference. 

Rev. Jonathan Smith, campus minister at Georgia Southern University’s Wesley Foundation, will be the 

retreat speaker. With the theme “Break Out,” Smith will share how Christian teens can have the 

confidence in Christ to be in the world, but not of the world.  

Encounter is a Safe Sanctuaries compliant event requiring every adult chaperone to be Safe Sanctuaries 

certified.  

The cost is $130 per person, which includes lodging, meals, insurance, and a t-shirt. The deadline for 

registration is Nov. 8 and will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis.  

Click here for more information I Click here to register your church group online 

 

Builder of the House 

 

Fall Quarter: The Sovereignty of God 

Unit 2: The Sovereignty of Jesus 

 

Sunday school lesson for the week of October 9, 2016 

By Rev. Denise Walton 

 

Lesson Scripture: Hebrews 3:1-6 

Background Scripture: Hebrews 3:1-6; Matthew 7:19-29 

 

Purpose: To discover the ways we can be part of God’s house, built by Jesus Christ  

 

Key Verse: But [Jesus] deserves greater glory than Moses in the same way that the builder of the 

house deserves more honor than the house itself. (Hebrews 3:3)  
 

Have you ever watched a home improvement program on television? The contractor or builder begins 

with a plan to rehab the property, and the result is a beautiful home. However, before the project can 

start the builder must review the foundation of the home to rule out any hidden problems. Sometimes the 

foundation reveals the property may look sound but is sitting on a rotting foundation, impacting the 

overall cost of the home repair. 

 

As Christians, our faith is built on the solid foundation of God’s love. That love is most vividly and 

clearly expressed through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The first two chapters of 

Hebrews provide a comparison between Jesus and the angels. In Chapter three and four, the comparison 

is between Jesus and Moses. While Moses was highly regarded by the Israelites because he received the 

law, Jesus is greater than Moses. 

http://www.sgaumc.org/!A1ROI4wJEkUziuQj7mEEzzs7cW-rZYErsgMw9oSIHvz
https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!KsL9B03DWqJlGiCT0i8hfe4XBmPawE+3XoRAmKUkdJ3


 
 

 

Reflecting on the Bible Lesson 
 

There are several ways to examine the Bible lesson; one could focus solely on the words which provide 

a rich picture of the text. Some of these words are a house, Jesus as high priest, Jesus as an apostle in the 

Hebrews text. In the Matthew text, there are phrases which may be considered such as wise builder, 

foolish builder, a house built on bedrock, or house built on sand. 

 

In this week’s Sunday school lesson, we will examine the word house and its meanings and 

implications. Also, we will search for the relationships mentioned in each text and the impact of this 

relationship to God. 

 

First, we examine texts from Hebrews 3:1-6 and Matthew 7:19-29. Both versions use the word house, 

but the term refers to different meanings. This week the writers of the Adult Bible Study Series help the 

reader to understand the utilization of the word house in each text: 

 

In Hebrews, a house is used metaphorically in most instances. That is, the author is not speaking about a 

physical house built out of stone, bricks, or wood. The word house, depending on the verse, can mean 

“Israel” (verses 2, 5), “building” (verses 3, 4), “the universe” (verse 4), or “church” (verse 6).  

 

Matthew 7:24-27 contains the parable of the wise and foolish builders. Here, the foundation of the house 

is the emphasis rather than the house itself. Since this is a parable, it is not about how or where to build a 

house but about how we build our lives in response to Jesus’ teachings. (Adult Bible Studies, pg. 67) 

 

As we reflect on the Matthew text, how should we build our lives in response to Jesus teachings? 

 

Why is important to have a solid foundation in our Christian faith? 

 

Second, as we review Hebrews 3:1-6 and Matthew 7:24-27, there are many relationships the reader may 

examine in each of these texts. I invite you to reflect on the list below and then share any additional 

connections you discover in the texts. 

1. The relationship between the partners in the heavenly calling and Jesus Christ, high priest and 

apostle. (Hebrews 3:1)  

2. The relationship between Moses (servant) and Jesus (Son) to one another. (Hebrews 3:2) 

3. The relationship between Moses, Jesus, and God as the Creator of all things. (Hebrews 3:3-6) 

4. In the Matthew text, the relationship between the wise builder and a solid foundation. (Matthew 

7:24-25) 

5. The relationship between the foolish builder and the house built on sand. (Hebrew 7:25-26) 

As you examine each of these relationships, what does the relationship tell you about God and the 

Christian faith? 

 

Finally, I invite each of you to read the Matthew text, slowly reading and absorbing the parable. How 

does this text speak to your personal walk with Jesus Christ? How does this text inform your personal 

discipleship? 



 
 

 

Everybody who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise builder who built a 

house on bedrock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the wind blew and beat against that house. It didn’t 

fall because it was firmly set on bedrock. But everybody who hears these words of mine and doesn’t put 

them into practice will be like a fool who built a house on sand. The rain fell, the floods came, and the 

wind blew and beat against that house. It fell and was completely destroyed. Matthew 7:24-29 CEB 

 

For me, the Matthew text affirms the faithfulness of God as Creator and Jesus as God’s Son. However, I 

must be faithful in my Christian walk and seek to build my faith continuously on God’s word. The 

storms will surely come and test that faith. However, a faith built on a solid foundation of a relationship 

with God through Jesus Christ rooted in the Word of God may be shaken, but it will not be destroyed. 

Any other foundation will lead to destruction. 

 

As I conclude my participation in this year’s fall Sunday school lessons, it has been a great joy to share 

and receive from each of you. May God continue to bless you as you study and grow in the Word of 

God. 

 

Let us welcome the next writer, Reverend Earnestine Campbell, Associate Director of the Office of 

Connectional Ministries. Earnestine is currently an M.Div student at the Interdenominational 

Theological Center, Atlanta, Ga. 

 

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 

denise@sgaumc.org. 

 

The Great High Priest 

Fall Quarter: The Sovereignty of God  

Unit 2: The Sovereignty of Jesus  

Sunday school lesson for the week of October 16, 2016  

By Rev. Earnestine Campbell  

Scripture: Hebrews 4:14-5:10 (NRSV)  

In this text, the author of Hebrews continues to tell the story of God speaking to his people who are 

living in a transformational era, from old sacrificial rituals and high priests to the transformation to the 

superior High Priest. The High Priest was the title given to authority figures over religious sacrifices, 

rituals, and tabernacles and tent affairs, such as keeping the fire burning at the altar and keeping oil in 

the Menorah lamp. The high priest was a mediator between God and man. In the old covenant, before 

the priest was anointed and appointed, the head of the family offered sacrifices before God. Moses 

mailto:denise@sgaumc.org


 
 

allocated the position of the official priest to his older brother Aaron and his descendants under the 

divine direction of God. 

The Great High Priest  

Understanding the Word 

This section of the Book of Hebrews is in the middle of the book, and it focuses on Jesus as the High 

Priest. It begins in 4:14 and continues through Chapter 5:10. Jesus’ priesthood is in the order of 

Melchizedek (Genesis 14:17-20, Psalm 110:4) rather than that of Aaron. Melchizedek was not only a 

priest, but also a king, and a priest of the most High God.  

As we reflect on the lesson and scriptures, we see Jesus as the true role model to emulate as we are 

assigned and appointed as a leader and servant. When we give ourselves to God, it brings us closer to 

him and our willingness to sacrifice. 

Bible Lesson 

Hebrews 4:14 -16: 

This passage reminds the audience and us that we are called away from disobedience and to practice 

Godly living just as Jesus Christ modeled for us, and not unfaithful living. It tells us that he sympathizes 

with us in our weaknesses because he was made the ultimate human sympathizer as the human 

sacrificial lamb. He allowed himself to face situations of weaknesses, threats, doubts, and questioning, 

just as we experience today. We can look to the scripture to attest the struggles that this sacrifice caused 

him. Matthew 27:46 says, “And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema 

sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Jesus understands and 

experienced hardships and times of struggles so that he could empathize and sympathize with us as 

humans. Because of his sacrifices, it is apparent that Jesus is not a Savior that sits in high places to 

judge, to have a hardened heart, that can’t empathize and sympathize, ears that don’t hear our cries and 

eyes that don’t see our troubles and obstacles. He’s been there, felt it, heard it, and seen it so that he can 

deliver us. Because of his sacrifice, we can “draw near” to God and approach God’s presence with the 

hope of receiving his grace and mercy. 

Questions to consider:  

When has God given you grace for offenses that separated you from closeness to him? How were you 

restored? Have you had to give others grace for their offenses? 

How do you “draw near” to God in time of trouble and need? Do you trust that God’s grace is 

sufficient? 

The text transitions us to God’s grace and mercy and his ultimate sacrifice of love and care for his 

people. 



 
 

Hebrews 5-10: 

The author expresses that God chooses humans to do things for him and his people highly. As he calls us 

to serve, he gives instructions for our roles and responsibilities. The high priest role is to help us to 

restore our relationships with God when broken. He offers gifts and sacrifices for the sins of the people. 

Jesus being willing to be the ultimate sacrifice on the cross at Calvary was an evolutionary and 

radicalization act of responsibility. He took the place of a sacrificial system that could only offer 

temporary atonement. He accepted his responsibility, even knowing that we are sinners, but ever 

empathetic and sympathetic to all, ones that don’t know any better, ones that led astray, and ones that 

intentionally sin. Jesus being the superior High Priest in human flesh, gently nudges us in the right 

direction and off the path of wickedness and unrighteousness. He carries out his role as the High Priest 

in a humble way, in a way that shows that he doesn’t think too highly of himself, but that he’s 

connectable and approachable.  

“For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you 

ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed 

to each of you.” (Romans 12:3) Jesus is the ultimate example. 

The high priests were called by God to their office and could not appoint themselves, just as there are 

certain positions that we cannot call, assign or appoint ourselves today. Humility is a powerful and 

teachable trait that Jesus modeled. He did not glorify himself, even though he had the lead role, position, 

and the superior authority. He didn’t have to shout out from the boardroom, from the house, from the 

pulpit, that I am the superior High Priest. “Promotion comes from God and not from man” (Psalm 75:6) 

Psalm 2:7 quotes the Gospel writers at Jesus’ baptism: “This is my son.” Psalm 2:8 says, “I will make 

the nations your heritage, and the ends of earth your possession.” Matthew 3:17: “This is my Son, the 

Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” God announces Jesus’ superiority.  

Questions to consider:  

When have you missed an opportunity to be humble or chose humility?  

How can you deal with and help persons that practice a haughty spirit instead of a humble one? 

As the passage moves along, Jesus continues to become more real. 

Jesus, in the flesh, offers up supplications, prayers and tears to God instead of gifts of traditional and 

ritualistic sacrificial offerings to connect with God. The sacrificial offering begins to change at this point 

with God’s gift of redemption through Jesus Christ. Jesus has a high status as the Son of God; he knew 

that obedience and sacrifice were inter-relatable and that the two parallel one another, thus portraying 

Jesus as fully human, but understanding his High Priest order, his suffering, death to come, and finally 

of his human condition. Philippians 2:5-11, which accounts of Jesus transitioning as the Son to become 

fully human and suffer death on the cross to his eternal condition, the Redeemer, and salvific King.  

Even though Jesus has the high status of a Son, he learned obedience through suffering. Making 



 
 

sacrifices is sometimes not cultural or natural to do. The consequences sometimes seem to be so difficult 

but are worth it. 

As we conclude this lesson, remember to read the passage, reflect and answer the questions, let it in your 

heart, and tell someone about the Good News of Jesus Christ.  

Father, God, we thank you for this opportunity to share this lesson, and to read and study your Word. 

We pray that we walk in the order that you have set and modeled for us through your son, the High 

Priest, Jesus Christ. We pray that we “draw near” and are changed forevermore in your son, Jesus’ 

name. Amen! 

Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director to the Office of Connectional Ministries. 

Contact her at earnestine@sgaumc.com.  

 

John Wesley: Musician 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 

DAVE HANSON 

John Wesley introduced congregational singing to the English-speaking church. 

He published the following “Directions for Singing” in his “Sacred Melody” book of hymns: 

1.  Learn these tunes before you learn any others; afterwards learn as many as you please. 

2. Sing them as they are printed here, without altering or mending them at all; and if you have 

learned to sing them otherwise, unlearn it as soon as you can. 

3. Sing all. See that you join with the congregation as frequently as you can. Let not a slight degree 

of weakness or weariness hinder you. If it is a cross to you, take it up, and you will find it a 

blessing. 

4. Sing lustily and with good courage. Beware of singing as if you were half dead, or half asleep; 

but lift up your voice with strength. Be no more afraid of your voice now, nor more ashamed of 

its being heard than when you sang the songs of Satan… 

 

Growing in Blessedness 

UMW Annual Meeting 2016 

South Georgia Conference United Methodist Women has been “Growing in Blessedness” in 2016. The 

conference Annual Meeting, being held on Saturday, Oct. 15 at White Bluff United Methodist Church in 

Savannah, will highlight the year’s work. 

mailto:earnestine@sgaumc.com


 
 

“White Bluff UMC is hosting the meeting this year and we are really looking forward to a great day of 

celebration of the blessings God has bestowed on the work we have done all over South Georgia,” said 

Mary Exley, Conference UMW president. “We have been blessed to be a blessing to the poor, the lost, 

and the suffering.”  

Instead of a keynote speaker this year, the program committee has invited the three South Georgia 

mission agencies to share the work that is being done in the conference to fulfill the needs of women, 

children, and youth in South Georgia. 

The day will begin with registration at 9 a.m. which will allow time for browsing in the book room and 

visiting with old friends and acquaintances. Worship will begin at 10 a.m. in the sanctuary with the 

procession of presidents, followed by the program, business session, and communion. Lunch will be 

served in the White Bluff UMC dining room. 

“Something new this year will be a book signing by Dr. Charlene Black, author of ‘God Had a Plan 

Even for a Little Girl From Dexter,’” Exley said.  

Dr. Black has sold a large number of her books this year, and she announced from the beginning that all 

proceeds from its sale will go to South Georgia Conference United Methodist Women, earmarked for 

mission in South Georgia.  

“This will be a great opportunity for women who have not purchased their book to do so at this 

meeting,” Exley said. 

Everyone is urged to register now to attend.  

“It is the most important meeting of the year and is attended by district superintendents and the bishop,” 

Exley said.  

The registration form is available online here. District presidents also have copies available and are 

happy to provide them if they are contacted. 

 

Become educated about HealthFlex Exchange; six workshops offered 

In 2017, clergy and clergy spouses as well as conference lay employees currently enrolled in HealthFlex 

will have more choices for their health insurance as the conference moves towards a HealthFlex 

Exchange. The HealthFlex Exchange will allow participants to choose from among six different policies 

and also have options for a more robust vision plan and for a dental plan. 

The General Board of Pensions & Health Benefits and South Georgia have chosen to move to this 

Exchange to provide participants with more options, more flexibility, more support, same wellness 

incentives, same award winning wellness programs, same provider networks, same health plan partners, 

http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/UMWAnnualMeeting2016.pdf


 
 

and same cost to local churches. Participants can keep their current insurance with only a minimal 

increase, or they can “buy up” or “buy down.” 

To help prepare participants for these new options, the South Georgia Conference Administrative 

Services Office will hold six different HealthFlex Exchange Seminars in October at different locations 

across the conference.   

Thursday, Oct. 6 

Columbus: 9:30 – 11:30 a.m., Living Grace UMC, 3969 Edgewood Circle, Columbus 

Albany: 2 – 4 p.m., Porterfield UMC, 2200 Dawson Road, Albany 

Valdosta: 7 – 9 p.m., Park Avenue UMC, 100 E. Park Avenue, Valdosta 

Friday, Oct. 7 

Jesup: 9:30 – 11:30 a.m., Jesup UMC, 205 E. Cherry Street, Jesup 

Savannah: 2 – 4 p.m., Richmond Hill UMC, 9050 Ford Avenue, Richmond Hill 

Saturday, Oct. 8 

Swainsboro: 9:30 – 11:30 a.m., Calvary UMC, 421 S. Main Street, Swainsboro 

Macon: 2 – 4 p.m., Centenary UMC, 1290 College Street, Macon 

Open enrollment/election period for participants is Nov. 2-17, 2016. Visit www.gbophb.org and log into 

HealthFlex WebMD. For questions, contact Eleanor Dickson at 800-535-4224. 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 10/3/2016 edition 

HealthFlex Exchange Seminars – Oct. 6, 7, 8 

In 2017, pastors and their families will have several options from which to choose for their HealthFlex 

insurance. The Open Enrollment period will be Nov. 2-17, 2016. This seminar will help pastors 

understand what the new options will be and how to make selections during Open Enrollment. Every 

pastor should plan to attend one of the seven seminars being held across the annual conference. Spouses 

are welcome to attend. 

Seminar dates, times, and locations:  

Thursday, Oct. 6: Living Grace UMC in Columbus; 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 

Thursday, Oct. 6: Porterfield Memorial UMC in Albany; 2 – 4 p.m. 

Thursday, Oct. 6: Park Avenue UMC in Valdosta; 7 – 9 p.m.  

Friday, Oct. 7: Jesup First UMC; 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 

http://www.gbophb.org/


 
 

Friday, Oct. 7: Richmond Hill UMC; 2 – 4 p.m. 

Saturday, Oct. 8: Calvary UMC in Swainsboro; 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 

Saturday, Oct. 8: Centenary UMC in Macon; 2 – 4 p.m. 

UMW Annual Meeting – Oct. 15 

South Georgia’s United Methodist Women will celebrate 44 years of mission and ministry on Saturday, 

Oct. 15 at White Bluff United Methodist Church in Savannah. Visit www.sgaumc.org/umw for more 

information. 

Early Response Team Training – Oct. 15 

An Early Response Team Training will be held from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 15, 2016, at 

The Gathering UMC in Valdosta. Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to 

respond in the immediate aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the 

training, participants will receive an ERT Training Manual and, upon completing the course, will 

receive an UMCOR ID Badge and a T-shirt. Background checks are required before receiving badges. 

Please provide proof of background check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are applicable. Lunch is 

also included in the cost. Register here for this training. To schedule an ERT training contact Luis 

Morales at morhilll@gmail.com. 

Vashti Day – Oct. 16 

Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special offering to support the ministry 

of The Vashti Center, Inc. To learn more about Vashti and its great ministry, visit www.vashti.org.  

Laity Sunday – Oct. 16 

United Methodists observe Laity Sunday on Oct. 16 as a day to include church members in the planning 

and execution of the worship service, but other days can be chosen as well. Discipleship Ministries has 

resources for observing Laity Sunday. Get resources 

Go and Tell! Women’s Conference – Oct. 22 

The Go and Tell! Women's Conference will take place on Saturday, Oct. 22 at Forest Hills UMC in 

Macon. It is for college-aged women who are interested in ministry - whether ordained or lay. The hope 

is that this conference will be a time of discernment and education for the women. The main speaker and 

workshop leaders are women in clergy and lay roles in the South Georgia Conference. The cost is $30 

and includes the cost of the conference, lunch, dinner, resources, and a t-shirt. Click here to learn more 

and register.   

Eagles’ Fall Retreat – Oct. 24-26 

The South Georgia Eagles’ Fall Retreat is set for Oct. 24-26, 2016 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons 

Island. The theme is “A Silver Lining” with retired Bishop Richard Looney leading the sessions. He will 

address the following topics: 1) Engaging life –Learning from the humor of Jesus; 2) Dealing with 

personal loss and sorrow – we help others, can we help ourselves?; 3) The joy of planning one’s own 

funeral – this is not as heavy as it sounds. All retirees of the South Georgia Annual Conference, aka 

“Eagles,” are invited to the Fall Retreat. If possible, please bring a craft, canned food item, or something 

http://www.sgaumc.org/umw
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTGathering
mailto:morhilll@gmail.com
http://www.vashti.org/
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/laity-sunday-2016-living-vital-worship
http://goandtellwomensconference.weebly.com/


 
 

others might want to purchase for placement in the silent auction that’s held to help pay the retreat 

expenses. Each Eagle is responsible for making their own reservations. Call Epworth By The Sea at 912-

638-8688 for rates and to make your reservation before Oct 12. Come to be rejuvenated! 

Wesleyan College Sunday – Nov. 13 

Each local United Methodist Church in South Georgia is encouraged to take up a special offering to 

support the ministry of Wesleyan College in Macon. To learn more about Wesleyan College, 

visit www.wesleyancollege.edu. 

Encounter Youth Retreat – Nov. 18-20 

Encounter is a weekend retreat designed for sixth through twelfth grade students where everyone will 

ENCOUNTER God, but each in a very unique way. This retreat will offer passionate worship, relevant 

Bible study and a fun time together on St. Simons Island with your youth. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/encounter for more information. 

United Methodist Student Day – Nov. 27 

The United Methodist Student Day Special Sunday Offering helps provide funds for scholarships and 

loans for United Methodist students. Student Day gifts make a real difference for those who hope to 

attend college. Ninety percent (90%) of the offering goes toward funding the many scholarships and 

loans administered by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (www.gbhem.org) and ten 

percent (10%) stays within our state and goes to Georgia UM-related schools for merit 

scholarships.  Contact the Georgia Commission on Higher Education and Campus Ministry (770-854-

7283 or www.gahied.com) or click here for more information and promotional materials.   

 

Scripture Readings – October 3 

October 9 

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 

Psalm 66:1-12 (UMH 790) 

2 Timothy 2:8-15 

Luke 17:11-19 

October 16 

Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 31:27-34  

Psalm 119:97-104  

or  

Psalm 19 (UMH 750)  

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5  

Luke 18:1-8 

http://www.wesleyancollege.edu/
http://www.sgaumc.org/encounter
http://www.gbhem.org/
http://www.gahied.com/
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/united-methodist-student-day


 
 

October 23 

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 

Joel 2:23-32 

Psalm 65 (UMH 789) 

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

Luke 18:9-14 

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – October 

10/01 – David Haygood, Sr.: 50 Shoreline Dr.; Newnan, GA 30263 

10/01 – Warren Williams: 761 Myna Dr., Unit 7084; Ellijay, GA 30540  

10/02 – Ross Tracy: 49607 Buck Dr.; Albemarle, NC 28001 

10/04 – Riley Middleton, Jr.: 5002 St. Francis Ave.; Columbus, GA 31904 

10/05 – Earl Seckinger: PO Box 766; Springfield, GA 31329 

10/05 – John Womble: 2935 Cherokee St.; Waycross, GA 31503 

10/08 – Bill Dupree: 804 Moore Dr.; Americus, GA 31709 

10/09 – Karen Kilhefner: 7 Mistletoe Court; Savannah, GA 31419 

10/10 – Hugh Baxter: 1272 Smith Bedgood Rd.; Harrison, GA 31035 

10/11 – Bob Shell: 210 Castlegate Rd.; Macon, GA 31210 

10/12 – Jim Houseal: 2508 Jacqueline Circle; Moultrie, GA 31768 

10/13 – Bill Neely: 149 O’Connor Drive NW; Milledgeville, GA 31061 

10/14 – Jairo Franco: Calle 1a Sur #42a 18 Barrio la Ponderosa; Bogota, Colombia 

10/15 – James Aycock, Jr.: 801 A Moore Dr; Americus, GA 31709 

10/15 – Dan Williamson: 805 Cordele Rd.; Sylvester, GA 31791 

10/16 – John Bacher: PO Box 565; Hamilton, GA 31811 

10/18 – Madison Morgan, Jr.: 599 Clyo-Kildare Rd.; Clyo, GA 31303 

10/19 – Billy Oliver: 135 Hines Terrace, Macon, GA 31204  

10/20 – D.T. Holden: PO Box 20305; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 

10/21 – Stanley Harrell: 319 Crescent Road; Griffin, GA 30224 

10/23 – John Brodess: 803 Moore Drive; Americus, GA 31709 

10/24 – James Duke, Jr.: 102 Clarksville Ct.; Macon, GA 31210 

10/24 – Evelyn Duvall: 9108 Brighton Place; Savannah, GA 31406 

10/24 – Carl Howard: 154 Ridgeland Dr.; Valdosta, GA 31602 

10/24 – Willis Moore: 2722 Regal Way; Tucker, GA 30084 

10/25 – Gene Cochran: 4707 120th Blvd.; Lubbock, TX 79424 

10/25 – Martin Loyley: 1544 Harris Ridge Rd.; Young Harris, GA 30582 

10/25 – Gil Tripp: 1203 Rose Ave.; Americus, GA 31709 

10/27 – Bill Jackson-Adams: 17 Lands End Dr.; Greensboro, NC 27408 

10/31 – Sanford Brown: 351 Wilmington Island Rd.; Savannah, GA 31410 


