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Make thanksgiving an everyday habit 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Thanksgiving is a day to give thanks, express gratitude, and reflect on God’s blessings. 

One day, though, doesn’t seem enough for all God has bestowed upon His creation. While Thanksgiving 

is celebrated on the fourth Thursday in November in the United States, thanking God is a spiritual 

discipline that should not be limited to a single day. How, then, can believers practice the art of 

thanksgiving more regularly, making it a lifestyle more than a yearly remembrance? 

“The word ‘thanksgiving’ speaks to my need to live as one with a spirit of gratitude,” said Army 

Chaplain (Colonel) Matt Woodbery, U.S. Army, and a member of the South Georgia Conference. “I 

give thanks because something has been given to me worthy of thankfulness.”  

Both the season and word cause Chaplain Woodbery to take inventory of all that he’s thankful for: his 

life and health, the lives and health of his family and friends, for the abundance he sees all around and 

that he shares in simply as a result of his birth, and for the hope that is found in – and often, in spite of – 

that abundance. 

“(Thankgiving) also reminds me to consider the source of such unspeakable and unmeasurable 

abundance,” Chaplain Woodbery said. “I give thanks not merely for the sake of thanksgiving or out of a 

sense of obedience alone; I give thanks to a grace-filled Creator and Redeemer God who first loved me.” 

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in 

Christ Jesus,” wrote Paul in Thessalonians. John Wesley, in his commentary on 1 Thessalonians 5:16-

18, wrote, “Thanksgiving is inseparable from true prayer; it is almost essentially connected with it.” 

Giving thanks is as essential to our spiritual growth as prayer, which 1 Thessalonians calls us to do 

continually. 

Throughout the month of November, people often take to social media to share messages of 

thankfulness by posting photos and posts including hashtags like #gratitude and #thankful. Many also 

http://wesley.nnu.edu/john-wesley/john-wesleys-notes-on-the-bible/notes-on-st-pauls-first-epistle-to-the-thessalonians/#Chapter+V
http://wesley.nnu.edu/john-wesley/john-wesleys-notes-on-the-bible/notes-on-st-pauls-first-epistle-to-the-thessalonians/#Chapter+V
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+5%3A16-18&version=CEB


 
 

participate in the 30 Days of Gratitude or similar challenges, sharing one thing they’re grateful for each 

day. 

“Daily attention to thinking about those things in our lives for which we are grateful is known to 

decrease depression and anxiety,” said Rev. Deborah Wight-Knight, Conference Pastoral Counselor. “I 

am thankful that God created our brains as such resilient organs; particularly around the holidays.”  

Several studies link gratitude and well-being and also attribute thankfulness with healthier relationships. 

An article published in the Harvard Mental Health Letter cites research that shows that gratitude is 

strongly and consistently associated with greater happiness. Another article in Psychology Today gives 

seven helpful and easy gratitude techniques research says help alleviate depression. 

Rev. Wright Culpepper, executive director of FaithWorks in Brunswick, is reminded every day that he 

has much to be thankful for. 

“In my work with the sick and the poor, I have been challenged by the faith and determination of those 

who face great challenges and by those who have very little more than the clothes on their backs,” he 

said. “Yet, I hear from them over and over again that ‘God’s got me.’”   

Believers can cultivate an attitude of gratitude that will extend beyond Thanksgiving Day by living 

generously, loving extravagantly, and following the perfect example in Christ, said Chaplain Woodbery. 

1 John 4:19, which says, “We love because he first loved us,” is a good reminder that thankfulness and 

gratitude are fitting responses to the love shown by Christ. 

“Living a life of gratitude is a matter of character, a matter of living a life of faith with integrity and 

consistency,” he said. “Thankful living must permeate all my life.” 

 

UM congregations band together to reach young adults 

Kara Witherow, Editor 

The headlines are alarming: “Millennials leaving church in droves, study says,” “Can We Stop the 70 

Percent of Young Adults Who Drop Out of Church?,” and “5 Possible Reasons Young Americans Are 

Leaving Church and Christianity Behind.” 

If believed, one might think that young adults rarely step foot inside a church or want anything to do 

with organized religion. What statistics do show, however, is that about 70 percent of young adults ages 

18 to 22 stop attending church regularly for at least one year.  

In a nutshell: after they graduate, the students in your local church’s youth group will likely “drop out” 

of church for a short time.  

http://www.health.harvard.edu/newsletter_article/in-praise-of-gratitude
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/two-takes-depression/201211/how-gratitude-combats-depression


 
 

There are a lot of reasons why: they leave home for college, they want a break from church, their work 

schedules conflict with worship times, or they don’t agree with some of their church’s stance on issues. 

Another reason? They didn’t fit anywhere. 

After graduating high school and aging out of youth group, young adults typically only have adult 

Sunday school classes as options for Christian education and discipleship, but many don’t see them as a 

great fit for their stage of life.  

“The Church doesn’t have much built in for them,” said Ben Lee, Director of Student Ministries at 

Warner Robins First United Methodist Church. “There’s this fertile soil and all these seeds that have 

been planted and are growing, but I feel like we’re still failing as the Church.” 

Six years ago he heard alarming statistics about the number of high school graduates who leave an 

organized life of faith. Concerned and feeling called to serve them, he spoke with his then-senior pastor, 

Dr. Jimmy Asbell. Together they decided to do something to reach the 18- to 26-year-olds in their 

community. 

“We called the ministry The Space Between because there’s a gap between high school graduation and 

young adulthood where the church, overall, is failing,” said Lee, who now also serves as the ministry’s 

director.  

Other area United Methodist Churches quickly took notice and jumped on board, and the ministry 

became a collaborative, community-wide ministry to college and career young adults. It’s funded by 

three UM churches – Warner Robins First UMC, Bonaire United Methodist Church, and Trinity United 

Methodist Church in Warner Robins – and staff from those churches plus Christ United Methodist 

Church in Warner Robins rotate teaching duties. 

When The Space Between began, Trinity UMC didn’t have a young adult ministry in place, Bonaire 

UMC wanted to start one, and Christ UMC had a small ministry of about a dozen young adults.  

“We decided to combine our efforts to really have some energy and it took off pretty quickly from 

there,” Lee said. “It doesn’t belong to any one local church; it truly is a conglomerate.” 

The ministry’s focus is on teaching and discipling young adults and helping them grow in their 

relationship with Christ. More than a grown-up youth group, The Space Between is a place where young 

adults can be challenged in their faith and grapple with tough questions. 

“We’re trying to disciple them and transition the students from that youth group mentality into the 

young adult mentality, where their faith is their own and where they can explore what they believe and 

why,” Lee said.  

Young adults are drifting from the church, in part, Lee believes, because their faith isn’t personally 

meaningful to them. Part of the ministry’s goal is to give them a first-hand faith and a place to grow it.  



 
 

Connor Henderson, 22, and his fiancée, Mindy Spengler, were unable to find their “home” in a 

traditional Sunday school class.  

“(Classes) go right from high school to a class where the youngest couple is in their mid-30s,” he said. 

“I love my church and the people, but when you’re in two very different walks of life … it’s hard.” 

A former member of Lee’s youth group at Warner Robins First UMC, Henderson now leads worship at 

Bonaire United Methodist Church.  

The Space Between is a place where Henderson can voice his doubts and concerns, share his life with 

people his age, and grow in his faith.  

“We’re all looking for something real, and The Space Between, for me, is that,” he said. 

The Space Between meets at 7 p.m. on Thursdays at Warner Robins First United Methodist Church. 

Check out their Facebook page here. 

May 4-6, 2017, the Southwest District and Next Step Ministry will sponsor a conference at Veterans 

Memorial State Park in Cordele for clergy and laity. The purpose will be to aid churches in attracting 

and engaging young people in our congregations. Click here for more information. 

 

Lindsey elected to serve second quadrennium on Global Ministries’ board 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Allison Lindsey, an associate director for Connectional Ministries, was elected to serve on the General 

Board of Global Ministries (GBGM). Nominated and elected at Global Ministries’ first board meeting 

held at their new home in Atlanta Oct. 19-22, this will be Lindsey’s second quadrennium to serve on the 

general church agency board. 

The global mission agency of The United Methodist Church, its annual conferences, missionary 

conferences, and local congregations, Global Ministries connects the Church in mission. Its goals are to 

make disciples of Jesus Christ; strengthen, develop, and renew Christian congregations and 

communities; alleviate human suffering; and seek justice, freedom, and peace. 

“It was an honor to serve the past four years with Global Ministries and be a part of the strategic plan to 

move to Atlanta,” Lindsey said. “Global Ministries has given me a very broad view of mission and 

ministry across the world through The UMC, and I have seen firsthand the strength of the connection 

through our outreach. The capacity of missions through the connection translates into impact and 

transformation. I am so excited to have the opportunity to serve one more quadrennium.” 

Lindsey will also serve on the Community Developers Program of the UMC subcommittee. This 

ministry works with congregations and communities to transform lives and neighborhoods. The work of 

https://www.facebook.com/FumcSpaceBetween/
http://www.southwestdistrictumc.org/millennial


 
 

the CDP sites ranges from youth programing and housing development to addiction rehabilitation and 

prisoner re-entry programs. 

Lindsey encourages South Georgia churches and leaders to take advantage of the opportunities now 

more readily available with Global Ministries “in our backyard” in Atlanta, and highlighted one 

upcoming resource, the Fresh Expressions training on Jan. 25, 2017, as a great example of a Global 

Ministries partnership.  

“The new Center for Mission Innovation has already highlighted some of our ministries here in our 

conference, and Global Ministries will be a great resource for local churches,” she said. “I look forward 

in the new year to resourcing South Georgia more around mission theology, best practices, and sharing 

more about the work of Global Ministries.” 

Lindsey is one of several South Georgia United Methodists serving at the general church level. Dr. Brad 

Brady, senior pastor at Perry United Methodist Church, was elected in July to serve a second 

quadrennium on the Connectional Table. He was also recently nominated to serve on the Connectional 

Table’s Budget Advisory Team, the group that will set the 2020 General Conference budget. 

Kelly Roberson, the Conference’s director of communications, is serving on the General Commission on 

Communications, and South Georgia Conference Chancellor Warren Plowden serves as a lay alternate 

to The United Methodist Church’s Judicial Council, the denomination’s highest judicial body. 

“I rejoice over the way in which the South Georgia Conference is providing leadership for the entire 

denomination through the work of Allison, Brad, Kelly, and Warren,” said Bishop R. Lawson Bryan, 

episcopal leader of the South Georgia Conference. “We thank them for their willingness to take on these 

additional responsibilities in order to help fulfill our mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. They are living reminders that we truly are Alive Together in Christ.” 

 

The Congregational Development Corner: 10 for 10 (10 steps for 10 percent growth) 

During the 2016 Annual Conference session, action steps for congregational growth were shared during 

a Fruitfulness in Evangelism panel discussion, moderated by Rev. Jay Hanson, director of 

Congregational Development. Five clergy – Rev. Antonie Walker, Rev. Leigh Ann Raynor, Rev. Hale 

Bishop, Rev. Matt Hearn, and Rev. Jim Cowart – each shared two key tools for evangelism and growth 

and together gave clergy and lay attendees 10 action steps for 10 percent growth.  

In the next several Advocate issues Congregational Development will share articles to give you and 

your congregation practical steps for church growth and development.  

Stop Communicating for Information 

By Rev. Jim Cowart 



 
 

Don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. – James 1:22 NLT 

What’s the goal? It’s a question we need to ask, answer, and revisit often.  

 What’s the goal of this Administrative Board?  

 What’s the goal of this Sunday school lesson?  

 What’s the goal of this meeting?  

 What’s the goal of this ministry? 

 What’s the goal of this staff position?  

 What’s the goal of this song?  

 What’s the goal of this sermon?  

 

Many times, there is no clear goal. Therefore, we default to passing along information or going through 

the motions. How many times have you been in a meeting that largely consisted of giving reports? 

People need information. But they need more than that. They need application. James 1:22 (NLT) states, 

“Don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says.”  

Consider that last question in the above list. Most sermons aren’t great. And that’s a shame. Think about 

it. The Sunday morning sermon is one of the few times in America when people sit politely and listen to 

someone talk without interruption. Where else does that happen? It’s really a great opportunity. It’s 

tragic if people seek hope and answers to the hurts in their lives, but don’t find them in the sermon. 

We’re not throwing pastors under the bus. Most of the pastors we know are great people. They love 

God. They love people, and they really want to make a difference in the world. The motivation, heart, 

and spirit are there, but there’s often a disconnection between information and application.  

Most pastors have been trained, formally or by example, to convey information in sermons, staff 

meetings, and lessons. We communicate content. Here’s what happened to Jonah. Here’s what happened 

to Noah. Here’s what happened to Paul. Yet the unspoken question in the crowd in every sermon across 

America is, “So what?” Not in a rude, that doesn’t matter way, but in an inquisitive way: So, what do I 

do with that? How does that apply to me? It’s a good question and deserves to be answered.  

In fact, Paul used a little Greek word repeatedly in his letters of instruction: hina. It means “so that.” 

Information was not the goal; the “so what” and the “so that” were. Paul didn’t want his readers to know 

stuff. He wanted them to do stuff, so they could really know Jesus and have a new life. Stop preaching 

just to share information. Start preaching to help people change their lives.  

A good friend of mine tells a great story. He and his wife went white-water rafting. Before their trip 

downriver, their guide gave a safety orientation talk about what to do in case they got knocked out of the 

boat: “Keep your feet up. Stay on your back. Keep your feet pointed downriver. Find the raft, and reach 

for the extended paddle being offered by me or your fellow rafters.”  

Everything started out great on their river run. The water was cold. People were laughing. The sun was 

shining. They were having fun until the wife got knocked out of the boat. She fell out in a dangerous 

spot on the river. The water was rough, and the current swept her underwater and away from the raft. 



 
 

She was out of control and couldn’t get air, and she panicked. The guide was worried, too. He leaned as 

far as he could toward her and extended his paddle for her to grab. He yelled over the sound of the river, 

“Listen closely! What’s the Greek word for paddle?”  

What? Of course the guide didn’t say that. He said, “Grab the paddle!” 

When my friend’s wife was in danger of drowning, she didn’t need a three-point pep talk on the 

historicity and eschatology of the paddle. She didn’t need more information. She needed help! 

Every week there are people sitting in church, drowning: in debt, in problems, in sin, in life. They don’t 

need a little homily. They need help. The church has been entrusted with the source of hope, the gospel 

of Jesus Christ. Sometimes as leaders, we are saying the right words. We give correct information, but 

we don’t bring the message to the logical conclusion: application! “Here’s what God says about (money, 

salvation, relationships). Now let’s do it, and here’s how.”  

The gospel message doesn’t change. It’s good news! But we have to share it in ways that people can 

understand and apply. As the old saying goes, “Put the cookies on the bottom shelf” where everyone can 

reach them.  

So, how do we communicate for application? Here are some suggestions: 

For pastors 

1. Make a clear ask in the sermon. No one can follow fuzzy directions. Choose your words 

carefully. Be specific. Be clear. At the end of a message we give an invitation to accept Christ. 

We often word it something like this: “If you’ve never stepped across the line and asked Jesus to 

be your Savior, we want you to do that today. You don’t have to come down front. We’re going 

to lead in a prayer, and you can say the words to God. He’ll hear you. Then we want you to 

check the box on your communication card that says, ‘Today, I want to accept Jesus for the first 

time.’ Drop that in the offering basket because we want to send you some next steps. We want to 

help you grow in your new faith.” That’s a clear ask. How can you apply that in your situation?  

 

2. Give specific next steps. In almost every sermon we offer three or four next steps for the 

congregation and crowd to apply. No more than that because we don’t want it to get complicated. 

We just want them to do something in response to the message. It may be memorizing one of the 

primary Scriptures in the message or doing a good deed anonymously. We try to make it specific 

to the message because the goal is to engage the crowd and answer the question, “So what?” 

Every week, accepting Christ is one of our next steps at Harvest.  

 

3. Learn from people who do this well. Rick Warren has a great seminar called “Preaching for Life 

Change.” Rick’s tools can be ordered through www.saddlebackresources.com.  

Andy Stanley’s book, Communicating for a Change (Sisters, ore.: Multnomah, 2006), helps 

build application messages. Here’s what it looks like and how we use it.  

 Me (Start with a personal story.) 

 We (Explain the shared felt need, the reason for this message.)  

http://www.saddlebackresources.com/


 
 

 God (Explain what the Scriptures say about the subject.)  

 You (Explain what to do; application; action steps.) 

 We (Explain the preferred future as we apply God’s instructions.) 

For other church leaders 

Adapt these same principles to your setting. If you lead meetings, ask yourself questions like these: 

What’s the goal of this meeting? What do we want people to do from here? If you are teaching a 

children’s message about Jonah, determine the primary goal. With Jonah, for instance, the goal is not 

just to convey information about a man and a big fish. It’s to teach the principles of obedience and 

consequence and explain how Jonah’s story is also our story when we don’t listen to and obey God. It’s 

about application. Answer the “so what” of this story that deals with obedience, running from God, and 

God’s love for people with whom we are uncomfortable.  

Good leaders help people apply the eternal truths of the scriptures to their real-world lives.  

Questions and thoughts to consider 

1. Is our communication style primarily informational or applicational?  

2. Are people able to apply the weekend message in practical ways? 

3. How can we incorporate next steps into weekly sermons?  

4. As an example, what would a practical next step have been for last week’s message?  

5. What tweaks can we make to our meetings to make them more about application than 

information?  

Rev. Jim Cowart is the lead and founding pastor of Harvest Church in Byron, Ga. Contact him at 

jim@harvestchurch4u.org.  

 

Preparations begin for Minneapolis General Conference in 2020 

A new Commission on General Conference met Nov. 7-9, 2016, in Jacksonville, Fla., to begin 

organization for the 2020 General Conference to be held in Minneapolis. 

The officers of the Commission on the General Conference for 2017-2020 are Duncan McMillan of the 

North Carolina Conference, chairperson; Marie-Jeanne Kashala Mujinga, vice-chairperson, South-West 

Katanga Conference; and Kim Simpson, Secretary, Central Texas Conference. 

The Commission voted that the Rev. Gary W. Graves, secretary-designate of the General Conference, 

will assume the office of secretary on Dec. 1. According to church law, the transition of responsibility 

from one secretary to another is to occur as soon after the General Conference as all work in connection 

with the session has been completed. The Commission recognized and thanked the current secretary of 

the General Conference, the Rev. Gere Reist, for his service in that role since 2004. The Commission 

also recognized the contributions of Sara Hotchkiss, business manager of the General Conference. 

mailto:jim@harvestchurch4u.org


 
 

The Commission has added the newly-formed Education and Innovation Committee, chaired by the 

Rev. Juliet Spencer of the Louisiana Conference. This committee will review surveys and evaluations by 

delegates and staff to find areas for improvement, and make recommendations to the Commission in 

those areas. The committee will also work to continually advance technology into the processes of the 

General Conference and identify and develop opportunities and resources for education and orientation 

of delegates. 

A survey of 2016 General Conference delegates revealed only 43 percent of respondents prefer a printed 

copy of the Advance Daily Christian Advocate, indicating an opportunity to allow delegates to opt for 

electronic delivery only, if desired. The committee will explore this option further before making a 

recommendation. 

The survey also indicated higher rates of satisfaction than dissatisfaction in all categories from worship 

to table configuration to language needs to the amount of time given to various types of activities. 

According to the survey, 57 percent of respondents were male; 43 percent were female. Half were first-

timers, with 22 percent returning for a second time, 10 percent who were three-time delegates, 10 

percent four-time veterans, and 8 percent who have served as delegates five or more times. 

The Program Committee, chaired by the Rev. Lynn Hill of the Tennessee Conference, is responsible for 

recommending the schedule for General Conference – including the adjournment time. The post-survey 

for the 2016 General Conference indicated that 93 percent of respondents liked ending at 6:30 p.m. 

daily. The committee is also responsible for reviewing requests for plenary time and making 

recommendations about time-related policies. 

The Program Committee reported that they don’t believe the number of days for the 2020 General 

Conference should be reduced from 2016, in part because of a new mandate set by the 2016 body to 

consider and vote on all petitions by legislative committees and those sent to the plenary for vote. The 

report also cited the need to provide adequate time to consider matters related to the General (Global) 

Book of Discipline and any items that might emerge from a special session of General Conference in 

2019, should one be called. The committee will consider ideas that might facilitate the work of 

legislative committees so they will have time to vote on all petitions. A majority of delegates in 2016, 

according to the survey, felt that both the number and the length of days were ideal. 

Further, they acknowledged the Disciplinary directive to focus on the General Book of Discipline within 

the first three days of the session and requested the Commission to communicate that commitment to the 

Standing Committee on Central Conference Matters.  

The Rules Committee, chaired by Stephanie Henry of the Upper New York Conference, is tasked with 

studying potential amendments to the Plan of Organization and Rules of Order and proposing those 

changes or adaptations to the Commission for approval and submission to the General Conference. 

Updates might relate to simple mistakes that have carried over, changes related to new mandates in the 

Book of Discipline, and any other changes the committee might want to enact based on experience and 

feedback. The committee began discussion of areas where changes might be beneficial. 



 
 

The Commission also voted to authorize the addition of a youth representative to the Commission as an 

official observer. The youth representative will be selected at the spring 2017 meeting. 

The Commission’s work will continue at its spring 2017 meeting to be held in Minneapolis. One of the 

items on that agenda will be to begin the process of selecting a theme and a logo. 

The Commission’s work does not include, at this time, any preparation for a special called session of the 

General Conference in 2019. Last week, the United Methodist Council of Bishops expressed their intent 

to call for a special session of the General Conference in either February or March of 2019 but have not 

actually issued such a call, so the only action to be taken at this time will be the continued consultation 

of the secretary and business manager of the General Conference in exploration of necessary details 

such as available venues, bids and timelines. 

 

Epworth By The Sea hosts annual Winter Conference Jan. 29-Feb. 1 

Witten and submitted by Ann T. Pierce, Epworth By The Sea 

An historic gathering of two Georgia United Methodist Bishops, along with leading Baptist, United 

Methodist and Community Church preachers and teachers, and one of the nation’s leading Bible 

scholars, will lead the second annual Winter Conference at Epworth By The Sea, Jan.29 – Feb. 1, 2017. 

The focus of the conference is on worship and spiritual formation, bridging barriers of separation to be a 

greater witness to the world. Throughout the Conference, the theme “Holy” will build on the desire to 

draw closer to God. Worship themes include: Sunday: “The Call to Be Holy;” Monday: “The Path to 

Become Holy;” and Tuesday: “The Outcome of Being Holy.”   

Team preaching on Sunday evening will be Rev. Kenny Grant, senior pastor of Calvary Baptist Temple 

in Savannah; Rev. Jay Hanson, lead pastor of The Chapel Ministries in Brunswick; and Rev. David 

Yarborough, senior pastor of St. Simons Community Church. A community worship team will 

participate each evening. 

Team preaching on Monday evening will be Georgia United Methodist Bishops R. Lawson Bryan of the 

South Georgia Conference and Sue Haupert-Johnson from the North Georgia Conference. Rev. Hanson 

will moderate. In addition, the Bishops will lead a panel discussion along with Rev. Hanson and Rev. 

Phil Schroeder, Director of Congregational Development in the North Georgia Conference, on church 

vitality Monday afternoon. 

Rev. Grant, Rev. Yarborough, and Mrs. Anne Bosarge, Multi-Campus Director at The Chapel 

Ministries, will preach on Tuesday evening.  

Back by popular demand is renowned Bible scholar, The Rev. Dr. J.D. Walt, former Chaplain of Asbury 

Theological Seminary and Chief Sower and ultimate visionary behind Seedbed.com. Seedbed seeks to 



 
 

resource people, communities and movements to love the whole world with the whole gospel. Dr. Walt 

sows like a champion each day on Seedbed Daily Text. His teaching will focus on personal and 

corporate holiness to become faithful disciples.  

On Tuesday afternoon, a seminar on church development will be led by Rev. Hanson and Rev. Chuck 

Salter, President of MissionInsite, an organization which empowers churches with analytics and 

demographics to cultivate prospects from the community at large. The company is highly regarded as 

community engagement specialists on faith. 

Held in the Strickland Auditorium, evening worship services, 7:00-9:00 p.m. are free and open to the 

public. Winter Conference sessions are scheduled throughout the day. Meals will be served cafeteria 

style. 

Biographical information, a complete agenda, registration information and cost for Epworth 

accommodations and fees for off campus participants for the conference can be found on the Epworth 

website at www.epworthbythesea.org. Click on Epworth events for complete information. Participants 

attending Winter Conference may be awarded 2.5 Continuing Education Units (CEU’s) upon 

completion of specified requirements.  

 

#GivingTuesday starts Tuesday, Nov. 29 

United Methodists will once again come together on Tuesday, Nov. 29, 2016, to support the work of 

Advance projects and missionaries on UMC #GivingTuesday. This year, consider supporting a project 

that is working in an area you care about, such as hunger and poverty, education or social justice. For a 

complete list of projects, visit The Advance. Should you have any questions about UMC 

#GivingTuesday, please contact advance@umcmission.org. Find UMC #GivingTuesday banners/ads, 

FAQs, impact stories, and links to videos and other resources to help you participate in the campaign at 

the website. Visit www.umcmission.org/give to make your donation Nov. 29. Click here for more 

information. 

 

2016 Advent Resources 

Rethink Church: Advent outreach resources  

Rethink Church has print and video resources to help you share the message that Church Can Happen 

Anywhere and anytime we open our hearts to others. Welcome your community with warm wishes this 

Christmas season.  New Advent direct mail postcards, door hangers and invitation cards – available 

in English and Spanish – show how we live the true meaning of Christmas. Order now.  

Imagine No Malaria 

http://www.epworthbythesea.org/
https://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/About-the-Advance/About-The-Advance
mailto:advance@umcmission.org
http://www.umcmission.org/give
http://www.umcmission.org/giving-tuesday/resources
http://www.umcmission.org/giving-tuesday/resources
http://www.outreach.com/united-methodist


 
 

Can you imagine a world where malaria does not exist, where children live their lives in joy and mothers 

sleep peacefully knowing their children will wake up healthy? We can. Read how you are impacting 

children around the world in our 2015 Impact Update. This Advent, use these Sermon Starters, worship 

graphics and posters to get your congregation or conference involved in the life-saving effort to 

eradicate malaria. Help us meet our $75 million goal. More here.  

Not a Silent Night 

This year, experience Advent and Christmas with the one who knew Jesus more intimately than anyone 

else – his mother, Mary. Imagine the pain she felt at the crucifixion, her pride as Jesus’ ministry grew, 

and her unrestrained joy when she looked into his tiny face that fateful night in the stable. Adam 

Hamilton helps you witness the life of Jesus from Mary’s unique perspective, starting at the very end 

and traveling back in time to the very beginning – the night of Christ’s birth. Includes 5 sessions: 

1. Beginning with the End  

2. The Piercing of Mary’s Soul  

3. Amazed, Astounded, and Astonished  

4. Mary, Full of Grace  

5. It Was Not a Silent Night 

More here 

The Journey: A Season of Reflections 

Take a Christmas break and sit down with pastor and best-selling author Adam Hamilton as he guides 

you through a four-week devotional based on the most joyous event in history. Created for individual 

use or as a companion to the primary book, The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem, you’ll find 

short, reflective devotions combined with Scripture readings and heartfelt prayers. 

Each daily devotional is designed to draw you in to a closer fellowship with God as you reflect and 

respond to this Christmas season. 

The Journey: A Season of Reflections is a great gift idea for family, friends, teachers, and ministry 

leaders. More here.  

Sent: Delivering the Gift of Hope at Christmas 

As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them . . . —John 17:18 

God sent Christ into the world as our Savior. That’s what Christmas is all about. In turn, Christ sends us 

into the world. But do we really understand how, where, and why we are sent? This five-week, 

churchwide Advent study, written by Rev. George Acevedo, challenges us through story, art, and Bible 

study to discover what it means to be Christ’s hands, feet, head, and heart. 

Centered around a DVD with 8-10 minute videos created by a group of dynamic young pastors, Sent is 

appropriate for adults and youth. The study includes a Participant Book, a Leader Guide for adult small 

groups, a Youth Study Guide for students ages 13-18, and The Children’s Leader Guide for use with 

http://www.imaginenomalaria.org/news/advent-imagine-no-malaria-resources#.WAYevVfai-I
https://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=1263061
http://www.journeythischristmas.com/products/


 
 

kids 12 and under. A companion book, Devotions for the Season, offers four weeks of personal daily 

reflections. Click here for more.  

Ministry Matters 

Ministry Matters offers several resources for this Advent Season. Learn more.  

Society of St. Andrew 

Reclaim the spiritual dimensions of the Advent season this December with Society of St. Andrew’s 

devotional booklet, Do Not Be Afraid. Make room in your heart and in your busy days throughout the 

month for a few minutes each day reading scripture, reflecting on a brief meditation, and praying, in 

preparation for the Savior who is to come.  See more here.  

 

Celebrating Christ as King 

FOCUS ON THE VISION 

DENISE WALTON 

In honor of Christ the King Sunday, I invite you to reflect on Colossians 1:11-20 presented to us in the 

form of a hymn. There is a larger discussion which we will not engage related to the historical nature of 

the text and its implications for earthly and heavenly kingship. Instead, the focus is simply to consider 

this hymn of the early church as it speaks to the kingship of Christ. 

I have chosen to stay with this text over the next week as we embrace Advent. As I engage in the 

spiritual discipline of gratitude, Colossians helps me to stay centered and focused in praise and adoration 

to Jesus Christ.  

As you carefully read the text below, how does it inform your understanding of Christ as King? What 

impact does the kingship of Christ have on your personal and communal discipleship? 

Colossians 1:11-20 

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be 

prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled 

you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness 

and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 

sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven and 

on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers--all 

things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things 

hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so 

that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 

dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 

by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

https://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=1309474
http://www.ministrymatters.com/bin/6325/advent-studies-2013
http://www.endhunger.org/advent.htm


 
 

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power. Amen. 

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 

denise@sgaumc.org. 

 

Preparing our people 

HISPANIC NEWS 

ISAAC D. SALGADO 

On Saturday, Nov. 5, we conducted lay training for our brothers and sisters of the Hispanic ministries 

from our South Georgia Conference. We had two levels – intermediate and advanced. We had 12 

women and 17 men. Here are the classes and the participants: 

Level  Intermediate Advanced  

Participants  20 9 

Classes Doctrine I 

Preaching I 

Leadership 

Introduction to the Bible 

Doctrine II 

Preaching II 

Old Testament 

New Testament 

 

The course is an integral part of the Hispanic Ministries plan of our conference, which is why the 

development and growth of our brothers/sisters are of vital importance. With these trainings we want to 

empower our laity to become agents for the transformation of the world, which is the mission of our 

United Methodist Church.  

Our conference sees the benefits of this training, which is why they support us not only spiritually, but 

also economically, and for that we are grateful. It is important to note that each of the participants also 

contribute economically to be part of this training. The Hispanic ordained elders are responsible for 

teaching these classes.  

We believe that our brothers and sisters from our Hispanic ministries are an important part of spreading 

the good news of the Kingdom of heaven in our South Georgia Conference. Therefore, spiritual 

preparation through the word of God, UMC doctrine and leadership training is vital for them as we are 

coworkers in the Kingdom. This training helps us equip the body of Christ for the mission to which we 

are called. 

Currently our Hispanic community faces very difficult times due to the existence of fear, uncertainty, 

and intolerance. It is truly sad to see those who God loves with an everlasting love and for whom Jesus 

Christ died be the object of attacks that often come from those who claim to be followers of Jesus. This 

is why we call upon the support of our United Methodist Church, clergy and laity, not only in prayer, but 

in unity, shoulder to shoulder, standing in the gap.  

mailto:denise@sgaumc.org


 
 

Amos 5:24 says, “But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!” Let’s 

not build dams for the rivers of justice, but let them flow! The love of Christ that unites us is bigger than 

any of our circumstances, and Paul said in his letter to the Romans (Rom. 8:37-39) that nothing can 

separate us from the love of God. Through this training our brothers and sisters are being equipped to go 

out into the community that surrounds them, and the support of our United Methodist Church is crucial.  

Thanks be that through our Lord, as well as our United Methodist Church, we are reminded to love God 

and our neighbor like ourselves. It is there that the essence of the Kingdom of God is revealed, which is 

why we will continue to prepare with lay training and to declare with one voice, like we pray every 

Sunday, “Let your kingdom come.” 

May the peace of God, the love of Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit embolden us to proclaim his 

Kingdom. Amen. 

Rev. Isaac D. Salgado serves as pastor of Lake Park United Methodist Church. Email him at 

pastorisaacsalgado@gmail.com.  

Preparando a nuestro pueblo 

Por Rev. Isaac Salgado 

El sábado 5 de noviembre tuvimos la continuación del entrenamiento para nuestros hermanos y 

hermanas de los Ministerios Hispanos de nuestra conferencia. El grupo estuvo divido en dos niveles: 

intermedios y avanzados. Asistieron en total 30 personas de las cuales fueron 12 mujeres y 17 hombres. 

Estos fueron las clases que se impartieron y los participantes 

 Intermedios Avanzados 

Participantes 20 9 

Clases Doctrina I 

Predicación I 

Liderazgo  

Introducción a la Biblia  

Doctrina II 

Predicación II 

Antiguo Testamento 

Nuevo Testamento 

 

El curso es parte integral del Plan para los Ministerios Hispanos de la Conferencia, por lo cual el 

desarrollo y crecimiento del pueblo Hispano/Latino es de vital importancia. Con este tipo de 

entrenamiento queremos dar a nuestros hermanos/hermanas la oportunidad de ser agentes de 

transformación en el mundo, que es la misión de nuestra Iglesia Metodista Unida.  

Nuestra conferencia ve los beneficios de este entrenamiento, por lo cual nos brinda no sólo apoyo 

“moral” sino también aportación económica a través de la Oficina de Ministerios Conexiónales y por 

ello estamos muy agradecidos; es necesario decir que cada uno de los asistentes también aporta 

económicamente para participar de estos cursos. Los pastores hispanos ordenados de nuestra conferencia 

somos los responsables de impartir las clases.  

mailto:pastorisaacsalgado@gmail.com


 
 

Creemos que las iglesias Hispanas son parte importante del reino de Dios en nuestra conferencia en el 

Sur de Georgia para llevar las buenas nuevas.  Y por lo tanto la preparación espiritual en la Palabra, 

doctrina y liderazgo es vital para todos los que participamos como co-trabajadores en el Reino. Estos 

cursos son de ayuda para equipar al cuerpo de Cristo para la misión a la que fuimos llamados: compartir 

las buenas nuevas.  

Los tiempos que actualmente vivimos son difíciles para nuestra comunidad hispana, hay temor, 

incertidumbre e intolerancia. Es triste ver, que aquellos a quienes Dios ha amado con amor eterno y por 

quien Cristo Jesús también murió, son objeto de ataques y muchas veces por las mismas personas que se 

dicen ser seguidores de Jesús. Es por eso que pedimos del apoyo de nuestra Iglesia Metodista Unida, 

pastores y laicos, para estar unidos no sólo en oración, sino estando juntos, hombro con hombro, parados 

en la brecha.  

Amós 5:24 nos dice: “Pero corra el juicio como las aguas, y la justicia como impetuoso arroyo.” No 

construyamos presas a los ríos de justicia, dejemos que fluyan. El amor de Cristo que nos une es mayor 

que cualquier cosa y como Pablo digo en su carta a los Romanos (Rom. 8:37-39) no hay nada que pueda 

separarnos del amor de Dios. A través de estos cursos nuestros hermanos están preparándose para salir 

y compartir con toda la comunidad que les rodea y el apoyo de nuestra iglesia es de vital importancia. 

Gracias al Señor, así como a nuestra Iglesia Metodista Unida, nos recuerdan que tenemos que amar a 

Dios y a nuestro prójimo como a nosotros mismos, pues allí está la esencia del Reino de los cielos, por 

lo cual seguiremos preparándonos con estos cursos y continuaremos declarando a una voz, como cada 

domingo oramos diciendo “Venga tu reino.” 

Que la paz de Dios, el amor de Cristo y el poder del Espíritu Santo nos dé la valentía de proclamar su 

Reino. Amén.  

 

Living Thankfully  

Dr. Hal Brady 

The real strength of Thanksgiving itself is not to be found in some kind of nostalgic look back at pre-

colonial America. As important as that may seem, what are our needs for pilgrims tracking across the 

snow and Indians being included in a feast? Our need today is much more contemporary. Our urgent 

need in these days is for guidance or insight to know how to deal with the modern-day cynicism and 

despair that has gripped so many individual lives, communities, and our nation itself. 

In other words, we need a different attitude, a fresh way of looking at things. 

So Thanksgiving emerges as a life-affirming force, an encouragement to put the needs of others above 

our own, to find hope in the midst of the hectic and to grasp love when so many voices all around us are 



 
 

spewing division, discord, and mistrust. You see, Thanksgiving is grounded in God and is a matter of 

the heart. 

For the remainder of this article, let’s break it down. First, thanks or gratitude is a gift! I like the way 

John Greenleaf Whittier expressed it in “The Eternal Goodness.” He wrote: “Yet in the maddening maze 

of things, And tossed by storm and flood, To one fixed trust my spirit clings; I know that God is good.” 

Whittier had perceived grace in the goodness of God, and he was grateful. 

Who can ever forget the words of the remarkable Helen Keller? That blind and deaf saint put it this way, 

“I thank God for my hardships. Through them, I have found myself, my work, and my God.” Like 

Whittier, Helen Keller had perceived grace in the goodness of God, and she was grateful. 

Second, thanks or gratitude is a lift! Upon seeing the same pupil again, the annoyed principal said, “This 

is the fifth time this week you’ve been sent to my office. What do you have to say for yourself?” The 

small boy replied, “Thank heavens it’s Friday.” 

I think of all the observances that we have in this country one of my favorites is Thanksgiving. This is 

because it is not so loaded with hustle and bustle and hype, like many others. This one is just where 

family and friends get together and express their gratitude to God for God’s gracious works in their lives 

and share fellowship together. What a wonderful day Thanksgiving is! Because we express our 

gratitude, it is a lifting day. 

The Apostle Paul writes to the Philippians and to us, “Have no anxiety about anything, but by prayer and 

supplication, with thanksgiving, let your request be made known to God” (Philippians 4:6). And then 

Paul speaks of peace. "With Thanksgiving!" What a wonderful lift for us!  

Finally, thanks or gratitude is a shift! An “attitude of gratitude” does more than just say, “thanks.” It 

changes our way of life – we stop thinking only of ourselves and begin focusing on God and others. 

A man's car stalled on a lonely road. Another man came along in his automobile, stopped, took out a 

rope, and pulled the other car to a garage. The helping man refused any payment but said, “If you really 

want to show your gratitude, buy a rope and always carry it in your car.” As we can see, it’s a shift away 

from ourselves toward others. Thank God for what Thanksgiving can do. 

Once more, what is called for is a different attitude, a different way of looking at things. Thanksgiving 

or living thankfully is the remedy for much of our malaise. 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

Alpha and Omega 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/


 
 

Fall Quarter: The Sovereignty of God 

Unit 3: Alpha and Omega 

Sunday school lesson for the week of November 27, 2016  

By Rev. Earnestine Campbell  

Lesson scripture: Revelation 22:12-21 

Background scripture: Revelation 22:8-21 

Key Verse: I am the alpha and the omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end. (Revelation 

22:13) 

Purpose: To exalt Christ as the alpha and omega of God’s creation 

Hearing the Word 

The Adult Bible Studies Fall 2016, The Sovereignty of God author begins with entering into the final 

lesson in the sovereignty of God. We see from reading the introduction that the author calls this section 

the “Epilogue” and that it begins in Revelation 22:6. The author helps us with the structure of the 

epilogue and identifies the characters and says, “One of the features of this epilogue is the different 

speakers. At times the speaker is the guiding angel of 17:1. Also, Christ speaks a few times, as does the 

author himself.” 

Revelation 22:8-11: Exalting Christ  

The author identifies the author of the text as John (1:9), and it is on the island of Patmos where the 

vision begins and ends. John’s adoration to the angel that guides him turns into an act of worship by him 

“falling down.” (See Chapters 4-20 for more references). In vs. 9 we see that the angel rebukes John for 

his attempt to worship him. The scripture in John 4:24 teaches us that “God is a spirit, and those who 

worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The angel identifies himself as only a “fellow-servant,” 

and that worship is for God alone. I believe that we are all followers and servants of God, regardless of 

our position, status and call. The Adult Bible Studies author defines the word “servant” in Greek as 

doulos (DOO-loss), which means, “slave” and that the “servant/slave” is one who is devoted to the 

interests of the other while disregarding his own interests. As servants of God, we must be selfless and 

put God’s interests first. 

Revelation 22:12-15: Alpha and Omega 

In these verses, the author identifies the speaker in verses 12-13 as Jesus Christ, the Lamb. The author 

tells us that the phrase “Look! I am coming soon,” is a repeat of verse 7 and that “John reiterates the 

nearness of Christ’s coming and the promise of the judgment of persons according to their actions.” The 

text reminds us to prepare ourselves for Christ’s return. We must empty our lives of things that are not 

righteous living according to God’s command. The author defines the meaning of the key Verse 13, 

“Alpha is the first letter in the Greek alphabet, and Omega is the final letter. Each of the two following 



 
 

phrases (‘the first and the last,’ ‘the beginning and the end’) underlines and amplifies that Jesus Christ 

was at creation’s beginning and will be present at its completion.” The author further tells us that “Verse 

14 is the seventh and final beatitude in the Book of Revelation and that the number seven represents 

completeness or fullness in Revelation (and other apocalypses). Within John’s vision are seven letters to 

churches, seven seals, seven bowls, and seven trumpets.” Throughout the Bible, we see various numbers 

represented as symbolic significances in God’s actions, power, and miraculous works. 

Revelation 22:16-21: The Final Benediction 

We continue to explore these last verses through the lead of the author of the Adult Bible Study. The 

author expounds, paraphrasing, on Verse 17 by explaining that prayer is indicative of the immediate 

coming of Christ. Here, quoting the author’s classification of imagery descriptions, states, “In 21:2, ‘the 

bride’ was used as a metaphor for the New Jerusalem descending from heaven. In 21:9, the bride is 

referred to as ‘the Lamb’s wife,’ a symbol for the church. Here, the bride is also a symbol for the faithful 

followers of Christ. Verses 18-19 pronounce a serious curse on anyone who might consider altering ‘the 

words of the prophecy contained in this scroll’ (verse 18).” The author says that “John, using a warning 

from Moses in Deuteronomy 4:2: ‘Don’t add anything to the word that I am commanding you and don’t 

take anything away from it. Instead, keep the commands of the Lord your God that I am commanding all 

of you.’” The author makes clear that the caution is not about the modification of the words, but about 

remaining faithful to the message of the words. The author tells us in Verse 20, paraphrasing, that John 

quotes Jesus by repeating the same assurances found in verses 7 and 12. The author says, “Jesus’ 

imminent coming is a central theme of Revelation” and tells us in Verse 21; “it serves as a final 

benediction for John’s vision and that the concluding benediction is directed toward ‘all the saints.’” 

(NRSV). 

Reflection 

Teachers, as we conclude, take the time to have students think about these last lessons in Revelation and 

share their thoughts.  

Closing prayer 

As we conclude, let us remember all that we learned during our time to together in the study of your 

Word. We are thankful for your steadfast love towards us and the sacrifice that your son, Jesus Christ, 

made for us. Let us remember to live righteously. “Let’s go and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world.” Amen.  

Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell is the Associate Director, Office of Connectional Ministries. You may 

contact her at earnestine@sgaumc.com.  

 

All quotes and paraphrases are from Jan Turrentine, Adult Bible Studies Fall 2016, The Sovereignty of God (Nashville, 

TN: Abingdon Press, 2016), pgs. 121-124) 
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God Promises a Savior 

Winter Quarter: Creation: A Divine Cycle 

Unit 1: The Savior Has Been Born 

Sunday school lesson for the week of December 4, 2016  

By Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers 

Lesson scripture: Luke 1:26-38 

Beginnings are always exciting and filled with expectations! This new quarter is no different. The 

journey begins at a very familiar place, but will take us on an unusual route to our destination. Let us 

trust God for the result! 

We begin with a message from God to a young woman in Nazareth named Mary, who was engaged to a 

man named Joseph, a carpenter. Nazareth was a small town off the beaten path in Galilee, about halfway 

between the Sea of Galilee and the Mediterranean Sea. Only four miles away was a very large Roman 

city named Sepphoris, where many like Joseph could find employment. 

The messenger was the angel Gabriel, who is named nowhere else in the Bible except in Daniel. He 

greets her with a word of joy and assures her she has nothing to fear.  

Think about the many times in scripture this injunction “Do not be afraid” is used! Luke uses it often! 

Check out 1:13; 2:10; 5:10; 8:50; 12:32. We humans live in fear of many people and circumstances. God 

tells us: “Do not be afraid!”  God may not always keep us safe, but God does keep us. Thanks be to 

God! To live fearlessly is one of the major gifts of God’s abundant grace.  

In Gabriel’s greeting, there is also the announcement of an awesome event to take place using the body 

of this unknown teenager.  

Gabriel’s language is filled with meaning, not just for Mary, but also for the whole of Luke’s Gospel. 

For example, the word in Greek for “greeting” is the same word used in the Parable of the Prodigal 

when the father “rejoices” when his son comes home. Therefore, Gabriel’s greeting is one of great joy. 

We will return to angels announcing great joy on Christmas Day. Also, the word translated “favor” is 

from the word in Greek whose root is “grace.” Grace is just as important in Luke’s Gospel as in the 

writings of Paul. Grace is a gift of God.  

In the same way, our own journey begins with this same gift of God. God does not read our resumè to 

see if we are qualified to carry out the task entrusted to us! The One who calls us will empower us. In 

addressing Mary, the angel is telling her “God needs YOU!”   



 
 

In verses 31, 32 and 33, Gabriel inundates Mary with crucial information that will play into her 

response. Read them carefully. The mother will name the baby – usually done by the father (another 

indication of how special Luke treats women)! His name will be Jesus (Joshua in Hebrew) which means 

“God saves.” The meaning of the name and the linkage to the Old Testament hero is not accidental. 

Moreover, he will be called “Son of the Most High.” That phrase is only used one other time in Luke in 

the account of the Gerasene demoniac. (Luke 8:28) Gabriel links the birth of Jesus with the messianic 

hope centered in the house of David. His kingdom will be endless which echoes Isaiah 9:6-7.  

As Luke’s story unfolds, Jesus will refocus the thrust of God’s kingdom and action in a way expanding 

Jewish nationalistic messianic expectation to encompass the whole world. Indeed, He will be crucified 

because He did not live up to His name. He did not save them from Rome! 

Nothing is said to indicate why God chose Mary. She is perplexed from the initial word, and, when she 

learns what the task is, she is incredulous! “How can this be?” Or, “Why me Lord?” God’s ways are not 

our ways. For Mary, her question is obvious. She has never had sexual relations, so how can she have a 

baby? Don’t let your class get bogged down in the endless debate about the virgin birth! Just listen to 

Luke’s description of Gabriel’s answer to her question. 

Two powerful actions are described. The first is the work of the Holy Spirit. Here is another hallmark of 

Luke’s Gospel. We have already mentioned his lifting of women to prominence, now the Holy Spirit 

comes to the fore. The work of the Holy Spirit in creative acts goes back to Genesis. As the Spirit 

hovered over the face of the deep, so the Spirit will hover over Mary until the creative word is spoken by 

God. When God says, “Let it be,” Mary will respond “May it be with me as you have said.” The creative 

Word is met with the accepting word of a teenager. Both are required for the salvation of the world! 

The second powerful act, as described by Gabriel, is an overshadowing of Mary by God’s power. Again, 

Luke will use this unusual word later in his account of the Transfiguration to describe the cloud that 

surrounds Jesus, Peter, James, and John on the mountain. Here Luke immerses us in the mystery of God. 

Neither words nor doctrines can explain what will occur with Mary. Gabriel puts an exclamation point 

to it all when he declares: “For nothing is impossible with God.” 

The Lesson Annual quotes the beginning of Theodosia Garrison’s poem “The Annunciation.” 

God whispered and a silence fell; 

The world poised one expectant moment… 

In teaching this lesson, several questions came to our mind: 

 What is it today in this holy season that brings you great joy? 

 Does this season of Advent bring an awareness of God’s power to act, or are you disillusioned, 

wondering, “When is God going to clean up this mess?” 

 Have you considered that God is whispering to you, “I am going to do something, and I need you 

to help me do it!” 

 



 
 

“Poise one expectant moment” and enter into Mary’s story. We too can become part of what God is 

doing in God’s world. 

Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net.  

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 11/21/2016 edition 

United Methodist Student Day – Nov. 27 

The United Methodist Student Day Special Sunday Offering helps provide funds for scholarships and 

loans for United Methodist students. Student Day gifts make a real difference for those who hope to 

attend college. Ninety percent (90%) of the offering goes toward funding the many scholarships and 

loans administered by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (www.gbhem.org) and ten 

percent (10%) stays within our state and goes to Georgia UM-related schools for merit 

scholarships.  Contact the Georgia Commission on Higher Education and Campus Ministry (770-854-

7283 or www.gahied.com) or click here for more information and promotional materials.   

Local Church Treasurer 101 webinar – Nov. 29 

Are you a new local church treasurer or financial secretary?  Do you wonder about the various forms 

you get from the conference office? Do CRSP-DB, CRSP-DC, and UMPIP confuse you?  Are you 

unsure if you need to do a W-2 or 1099 for your church pianist? What sort of report should you give to 

the church board or finance committee? Would you like to know how your statistics impact your 

apportionments? Get answers to all of these questions and more at the Local Church Treasurer Webinar. 

Dr. Derek W. McAleer, director of Administrative Services and Conference Treasurer for the South 

Georgia Annual Conference, will present this webinar twice, at 9:30 a.m. and 7 p.m., on Tuesday, 

November 29, 2016. Register here 

Early Response Team Training – Dec. 3 

An Early Response Team Training will be held from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 3, 2016, at 

Isle of Hope United Methodist Church in Savannah. Early Response Team Trainings help equip 

individuals and teams to respond in the immediate aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is 

$25 per participant. At the training, participants will receive an ERT Training Manual and, upon 

completing the course, will receive an UMCOR ID Badge and a T-shirt. Background checks are 

required before receiving badges. Please provide proof of background check. Safe Sanctuaries 

background checks are applicable. Lunch is also included in the cost. Register here for this training. To 

schedule an ERT training contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com. 

Albany First UMC One Unified Service of Worship – Dec. 4 

This year marks the 175th year of Albany First United Methodist Church in downtown Albany. To 

commemorate the anniversary, the church planned four Unified Services. The first three services 

focused on remembering and celebrating the rich history of Albany First UMC’s ministries and 

engaging the congregation and community in Christ’s service. On Sunday, Dec. 4, Albany First looks to 

mailto:sgr3@cox.net
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the future in a spirit of anticipation. Please join them at 307 Flint Ave., Albany, GA, on Dec. 4 at 10:30 

a.m. and a luncheon afterward. Contact bethrobrien@gmail.com for more information. 

Fresh Expressions: Imagine Church For Those Who Don't Do Church – Jan. 25 

The Center for Mission Innovation of the UMC's Global Ministries, along with the North and South 

Georgia Conferences, are offering a Fresh Expressions Spark Day on Wednesday, Jan. 25. Join us if ... 

 You are interested in building relationships and serving the communities where you live or work, 

 You have questions about fresh expressions and mission-shaped church, 

 You have started something new and need some practical help. 

LEARN MORE 

Epworth By The Sea Winter Conference 2017 – Jan. 29 – Feb. 1 

Ever since the days of Winter Camp Meetings and revivals, Christians have thrived on passionate 

worship, intense Bible teaching, prayer and fellowship.  Winter Conference 2017 will deliver this and 

much more.  Designed to bring top-notch information and inspiration to clergy, church leaders and 

teachers, the conference will offer opportunities to deepen your relationship to Christ. You will learn 

from the best.  Bringing years of experience, conference leaders and teachers will focus on ministry, 

provide encouragement and show you how to sharpen your skills for Christian service. For complete 

information and registration visit www.epworthbythesea.org.  

Sexual Ethics Workshop – Feb. 4 

According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this workshop is required every three years for any 

person serving under appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed 

lay speakers). The cost is $35, which includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable 

to the South Georgia Conference. Click here to register for the February workshop. For questions, email 

cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note that spouses and lay employees who are not appointed by the 

bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop. 

 

OBITUARIES 

Mrs. Emma Dell Hendley Brooks 

Mrs. Emma Dell Hendley Brooks, 80, of Nashville passed away Sunday, Nov. 6, 2016, at home 

following a long illness. In accordance with Mrs. Brooks’ wishes, she will be cremated and laid to rest at 

a later date at Westview Cemetery in Nashville.  

Born July 27, 1936, in Berrien County, Mrs. Brooks was the daughter of the late June F. Hendley and 

Bessie Belle Sutton Hendley. She was also preceded in death by a brother, Bud Hendley. She was a 

school teacher by profession in the state of Georgia and a member of the First United Methodist Church 

in Nashville. She was also a member of the National Educators Association and the Georgia Association 

of Educators. She had lived in Nashville for the past 21 years.  
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Mrs. Brooks is survived by her husband of 58 years, Rev. James Allen Brooks of Nashville; two sons 

and a daughter-in-law, Zachary Brooks of Nashville and Scott and Karen Brooks of Atlanta; two 

grandchildren, Connor Stormer Brooks and Holly Elara Brooks; one brother and sister-in-law, J. W. and 

Shirley Hendley of Nashville; a sister-in-law, Judy Hendley of Calhoun; and several nieces and 

nephews.  

Memorial gifts may be made to the Methodist Home for Children and Youth, P.O. Box 2525, Macon, 

GA 31203; the United Methodist Committee on Relief through your local United Methodist Church; or 

Bethany Hospice, 2517 Bemiss Road, Suite D, Valdosta, GA 31602. 

Rev. Ronald Joseph Burbank 

Rev. Ronald Joseph Burbank, 73, of Blackshear, passed away Saturday morning, Nov. 12, 2016, at the 

Hospice Satilla Hospice House. 

Born in Albany, NY on Nov. 30, 1942, he had lived in Waycross for several years before moving to 

Pierce County 16 years ago. Bro. Ronald was retired from the U.S. Army and had been a Methodist 

pastor for many years. Some of the area churches he had the privilege to pastor were Jamestown United 

Methodist Church in Jamestown, Hopewell United Methodist Church and Crosby Chapel both in 

Baxley, and Blythe Island United Methodist Church in Brunswick. His last church was Gilchrist Park 

United Methodist Church in Waycross. Bro. Ronald enjoyed many activities – reading, fishing, riding 

motorcycles, drinking his coffee, going on cruises, going on trips in his RV – but his call to serve the 

Lord was first and foremost. He will be greatly missed by all who knew him.  

He was a son of the late Wilfred C. Burbank and Ida Mae Bolus. 

Survivors include his wife of 54 years, Nelly Visitacion Burbank of Blackshear; two daughters and sons-

in-law, Rose and Eddie Atkinson of Fleming Island, FL and Ruth and Rob Lucky of Green Cove 

Springs, FL; two sisters, Cindy Brownell and Pam Bolus both of Pownal, Vermont; two brothers, Joe 

Bolus of North Adams, Vermont and Jerry Bolus of Aurora, Colorado; four grandchildren, Charles 

Cliatt, Amanda Brisson, Grant Lucky & Brent Lucky; and several nieces, nephews & other relatives. 

Funeral services for Bro. Burbank were held Thursday evening, Nov. 17, 2016. 

Memorialization will be by cremation. 

Memorials may be made to the Hospice Satilla Hospice House, 811 Beacon Street, Waycross, GA 

31501 or to the Gilchrist Park United Methodist Church, 603 Washington Ave., Waycross, GA 31503. 

 

Scripture Readings – November 21 

November 24 

Thanksgiving Day 



 
 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

Psalm 100 (UMH 821) 

Philippians 4:4-9 

John 6:25-35 

November 27 

First Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 2:1-5 

Psalm 122 (UMH 845) 

Romans 13:11-14 

Matthew 24:36-44 

December 4 

Second Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 11:1-10 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 (UMH 795) 

Romans 15:4-13 

Matthew 3:1-12 


