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Disaster Response: South Georgia Winter Storms 

Devastating storms ripped through South Georgia this weekend, leaving death and destruction in their 

wake. 

The most affected areas of the South Georgia Conference were the South Central and Southwest 

Districts, where 15 people are confirmed dead and at least 43 injured. 

Just three weeks ago, the same areas were slammed by straight-line winds and tornados. While many are 

still cleaning up from that storm, they have been faced with more rain, winds, and flooding. 

“We grieve the loss of life, extensive physical damage, and with those who are suffering. We pray for 

victims and for early responders,” said Bishop R. Lawson Bryan, episcopal leader of the South Georgia 

Conference. “And we thank God that our area United Methodist congregations and clergy already are 

reaching out to their neighbors to provide help.”  

Bishop Bryan was in the South Central District, specifically the Albany area, over the weekend and saw 

firsthand the readiness of area congregations and clergy to respond as needed. 

One area badly hit was the community surrounding Albany’s El Faro United Methodist Hispanic 

congregation. Many live in a nearby mobile home community and sought shelter at the church. When 

the church lost power, Albany First United Methodist Church opened its doors as a temporary shelter for 

nearly 100 El Faro Church members. 

Cots and air mattresses were supplied by Albany First UMC and nearby Porterfield Memorial United 

Methodist Church. An outpouring of food, water, bedding, toiletries, and clothes arrived immediately 

after Albany First UMC put the word out of their needs. 

“Thank you for open arms and protection for our families,” said Rev. David Diaz, pastor of El Faro 

United Methodist Hispanic congregation. 

Conference staff members were in Albany Sunday and Monday to help with response efforts, and 

District Superintendents are moving throughout their districts today to connect with those in the areas 



 
 

most affected. The South Georgia Conference Cabinet will meet this afternoon to identify ways to 

support those in need. 

Cathy Earl, director of US operations and partner relations for the United Methodist Committee on 

Relief (UMCOR), will visit the impacted area Tuesday and Wednesday in order to focus the resources 

of UMCOR where they are most needed. 

The South Georgia Conference is still assisting the Albany community damaged from the previous 

storms and will expand the area of assistance as needed. Right now it is asked that teams not self-deploy 

during this search and rescue phase. Teams that are ready to assist are asked to contact Luis Morales, 

Conference Disaster Coordinator, at (478) 216-7729 or morhilll@gmail.com. He will coordinate the 

conference's early response team efforts. 

Special offerings for storm recovery needs may be sent to the South Georgia Conference Storm 

Recovery efforts. Please use Conference Advance Special #6796. Mail checks to PO Box 13145, 

Macon, GA 31208. 

The disaster response team will continue to provide updates as assessments are made. 

“Please join the prayer support team by praying daily for the response and recovery work that will be 

shared by cities, counties, churches, and emergency management personnel,” said Bishop Bryan. “As we 

bring help and hope to those who are hurting we remind ourselves that we are truly Alive Together in 

Christ.” 

 

Connected through disaster 

Albany-area congregations show the love of Christ as they serve  

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

After the devastating early January storms three weeks ago, members of El Faro, a Hispanic United 

Methodist congregation in Albany, helped members of Albany First United Methodist Church, 

Porterfield Memorial United Methodist Church, and other Dougherty County churches clean up and  

They worked tirelessly, washing, drying, and folding laundry and moving limbs and debris from yards 

and homes. They were recover.the hands and feet of Christ to those in need. 

Last night was Albany First UMC’s turn to respond, as 100 men, women, and children slept on donated 

cots and air mattresses in the church’s gym after weekend storms tore through South Georgia. 

All members of the El Faro congregation have been impacted in some way, said pastor Rev. David Diaz. 

Three families have lost everything, including their homes and vehicles. The storm shattered the 

community.  
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“The tornado destroyed everything,” said Rev. Diaz, who serves both El Faro and the Bainbridge 

Hispanic Mission. 

The families, many of whom live in a mobile home community near the church, initially sought shelter 

at El Faro UMC. When the church lost power, Albany First United Methodist Church opened its doors 

as a temporary shelter for nearly 100 El Faro members. El Faro is still without power, but hopes to have 

it restored tomorrow. 

All members of El Faro are safe and accounted for, but others in the community were killed in the storm 

or are still unaccounted for. 

“I am so sad. The families are suffering,” Rev. Diaz said, noting that the children, especially, will need 

counseling to heal and recover.  

Area congregations are responding to the need and have donated food, bedding, and clothing to the 100 

individuals who are currently staying at Albany First UMC. Wal-Mart gift cards are being collected so 

the 25 families can buy clothing and other necessities.  

The long-term needs will be great, Rev. Diaz said, and will include counseling, economic support, 

housing, furniture, and more.  

Rev. Diaz is thankful for the outpouring of support he’s seeing as the community rallies to help his 

congregation.  

“They’ve had open arms and open hearts to help us,” he said of Albany and Bainbridge United 

Methodist congregations. “I want to express our gratitude for all Conference pastors and churches. We 

are connected.” 

 

Deadly storm damages Zoar UMC  

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

A line of deadly storms swept through the Southeast this weekend, killing at least 15 and injuring dozens 

more in South Georgia alone.  

The storm system damaged homes, toppled trees, and destroyed much in its path. 

Zoar United Methodist Church in Baxley sustained major damage to its sanctuary during Sunday 

morning’s storms. A large pine tree landed on a storage building, destroying it, and the church’s pump 

house was also crushed in the storm. Debris and wind tore holes through the stained glass windows. The 

steeple now sits askew, at about a 30 degree angle. The resulting hole in the roof allowed rain to pour 

into the sanctuary below.   



 
 

The church, built in 1898, received little actual structural damage except to the steeple, said Hugh 

Mayers, Zoar UMC’s lay leader. The property’s pine trees, which are at least 100 years old, were blown 

down in the storm, but none landed on the church. 

Instead of gathering for a Sunday morning worship service the congregation met to tarp the roof, move 

pews, and clean debris, Mayers said. Members from nearby Melton’s Chapel United Methodist Church 

joined in the cleanup efforts. Both churches are members of the North Baxley Charge. 

It’ll take a crane and other heavy equipment to continue the long-term clean up and restoration, he said.  

“The damage to Zoar could have been much worse,” said Rev. Danita Knowles, pastor of Zoar UMC 

and Melton’s Chapel UMC. “We are grateful the church building still stands. We know the body of 

Christ is blessed with all we need through Jesus Christ’s abundant grace. So we trust God to lead us day 

by day to repair and heal. I am personally thankful for such dear, committed members who have worked 

hard today to protect the building from any more damage tonight.” 

 

Clergy Compensation List now available online 

The 2017 Clergy Compensation List is now available online to view: 

http://www.sgaumc.org/clergycompensationlist.  

 

Conference apportionment giving reaches 90 percent 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

For the second consecutive year, apportionment giving in the South Georgia Conference reached 90 

percent. 

The total collected for 2016 was $9,377,572.65 on a 10,419,695 budget. Giving was almost level to 

2015’s, down only about $400. 

“Flat” is the word Dr. Derek McAleer used to describe the Conference’s apportionment giving. 

“It had been increasing and I wish it had increased this year too,” he said. “This is still pretty good, 

though not quite as good (as last year, when the Conference received 90.53 percent on its 

apportionments, the highest since 2007).” 

Bishop Lawson Bryan is appreciative of each local church’s apportionment giving. 
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“Congratulations to the South Georgia Conference on payment of 90 percent of our conference 

apportionments! This is how we extend our influence for Christ around the world,” he said. “We are 

Alive Together in Christ through our connectional giving.” 

In addition to what was received for apportionments, $95,552.50 was given for approved Special 

Sundays and $617,699.01 was given for advance specials and other missional giving. 

As they did in 2015, the Northeast and Southwest Districts led in giving, paying 98.58 percent and 95.81 

percent of their Conference apportionments, respectively. Rev. Chris Ramsey, superintendent of the 

Northeast District, and Dr. Nita Crump, superintendent of the Southwest District, are to be commended 

for leading their districts to such strong giving, Dr. McAleer said. 

“Both of them have asked every church to do their share,” he said. 

Of the Conference’s 610 churches, 459 paid 100 percent of their apportionments and 29 churches paid 

more than 100 percent. Only 19 churches paid nothing on their conference apportionments and their 

district apportionments. 

“Apportionments are the major way for local churches to be part of the worldwide ministry that United 

Methodism has. It is the tangible expression of being a connectional church,” Dr. McAleer said. “Like 

Bob Moon says – we do life better together, and we think we do mission better together.” 

Rev. Ricky Varnell is passionate about connectionalism and apportionment giving. When he served as 

its superintendent, the Dublin District paid 100 percent of its apportionments for seven years in a row. 

He’s carried that passion to Sylvania United Methodist Church, where he has served since 2015. 

“Apportionment giving is the lifeblood of the Methodist church,” said Rev. Varnell, adding that it’s one 

way of being connectional and participating in the worldwide nature of The United Methodist Church. 

The Northeast District, of which Sylvania UMC is a part, has a unique philosophy to pay 100 percent of 

their Conference apportionments: have churches like Sylvania UMC, which pays their apportionments 

in full, partner with and help other congregations pay their apportionments. 

It’s working – in 2016, all but three Northeast District churches paid 100 percent of their Conference 

apportionments.  

“The churches in the district believe in the Methodist connection,” Rev. Ramsey said. “We have a sense 

that we’re in this together and we work as a team. We support each other, including financially, and the 

vast majority of the churches understand that our apportionments are the first order of benevolent 

giving.” 

There’s an understanding, he said, that congregations can do more together than individually – no one 

church can build a hospital, a university, a seminary, or a children’s home – but through apportionment 

giving they can participate in the Conference and denomination’s mission and ministry efforts. 



 
 

“It allows us to carry Christ into parts of the world where we ourselves will never be able to go,” he 

said. 

Dr. Crump encourages the congregations in the Southwest District to pay 100 percent of their 

apportionments as one way to participate in the Church’s worldwide outreach efforts. It’s also part of 

what it means to be United Methodist, she said.  

One approach she’s used to great success is for the district as a whole to have “no zeros on the end of the 

year reports.”  

The district has accomplished this for three years, and in 2016 every church in the Southwest District 

paid something towards their apportionments without any help from other churches. The few 

congregations who have not paid 100 percent are expected to develop a plan that gets them to that goal 

in the next two to four years. 

District superintendents and pastors have worked hard to educate and share the ministry and mission of 

apportionments, Dr. McAleer said.  

Rev. Varnell sees apportionment giving as an offering back to God for all He has provided. 

“Giving is not an obligation, it is a privilege,” he said. 

 

A prayer for our country 

A message from Bishop R. Lawson Bryan 

The attention of the nation and the world was focused on our country during last week's inauguration 

ceremony, and I invite you to join me in reflecting on this event in three ways. 

First, consider the Social Principles found in the Book of Discipline. These principles represent a 

prayerful and thoughtful effort to speak to the issues of human life from a sound Biblical foundation 

expressed in Wesleyan theology and practice. With respect to “The Political Community,” for instance, 

there is this statement: “While our allegiance to God takes precedence over our allegiance to any state, 

we acknowledge the vital function of government as a principal vehicle for the ordering of society.”  

Every four years Inauguration Day reminds us that government has a decisive role to play in ordering 

our society. We pray for our government and participate in it because, in the words of The Social 

Principles, “we know ourselves to be responsible to God for social and political life.” 

Second, among the many ways to be involved in the governance of our nation let us consider Jesus’ 

teaching in Matthew 5:13-16: “You are the salt of the earth … You are the light of the world.” Within 

my notes saved over the years there is this quote: “The church is sown into the fallen world as salt, and 

the preservative power for the sin-corrupted world is in the intercessions of God’s people.” May the 



 
 

inauguration serve as a fresh call to United Methodist Christians that our nation needs the salt and light 

found in the followers of Jesus Christ. May our intercessions include prayer that empowers us to speak 

and act with the salt and light of the Gospel. 

Finally, while there are no doubt many specific prayers being offered for a wide range of concerns, I 

found this prayer to be especially helpful and wanted to share it with you (author unknown): 

O righteous ruler of the universe: 

we give you thanks for the heritage and hope 

of our own country, 

as people in every place give thanks for their own homelands. 

When, as a nation, we walk in your way, 

grant us grace to continue in your will. 

When, as a people, we fail you, 

correct us, gently yet without compromise. 

Enable those who govern us to seek the welfare 

not only of ourselves 

and of all people who share this planet with us 

but also the welfare of our children and our children’s children,  

that they may share the gifts we treasure, 

that they may dwell in unity and without fear 

from generation to generation.  

Amen. 

Lawson Bryan 

 

God’s grace and mercy  

FOCUS ON THE VISION 

DENISE WALTON 

When natural disasters strike there may be few words to express our deep sense of exposure with things 

beyond our control and gratitude as communities rally together expressing love and care. In these 

indescribable moments, the Book of Psalms helps one to express comfort, joy, and sorrow. 

Psalm 121 NKJV 

I will lift up my eyes to the hills -  



 
 

From whence comes my help? 

My help comes from the Lord, 

Who made heaven and earth. 

He will not allow your foot to be moved; 

He who keeps you will not slumber. 

Behold, He who keeps Israel 

Shall neither slumber nor sleep. 

The Lord is your keeper; 

The Lord is your shade at your right hand. 

The sun shall not strike you by day, 

Nor the moon by night. 

The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; 

He shall preserve your soul. 

The Lord shall preserve your going out and your coming in 

From this time forth, and even forevermore. 

In the aftermath of recent storms and tornadoes severely impacting Southwest Georgia, our prayers go 

forth as local communities engage the initial stages of disaster recovery. For more information on 

disaster recovery and response in the South Georgia Conference please click here. 

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 

denise@sgaumc.org. 

 

All Creation Praises God 

Winter Quarter: Creation – A Divine Cycle 

Unit 2: Praise from and for God’s Creation 

Sunday school lesson for the week of January 29, 2017  

By Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers 

Lesson scripture: Psalm 148 

http://www.sgaumc.org/disasterresponse
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There are many tasks given the Church, but sadly, lay people seldom list the praise of God in worship as 

number one. Although all the others that can be listed are important, nothing is more important than the 

gathering of the people to praise God! Every voice and heart lifted to shout, “HALLELUJAH!”  

Psalm 148 begins and ends with this Hebrew phrase of praise – so should our worship time and our 

everyday life. Singing and living “Hallelujahs” is the center piece of our faith journey. In this lesson, we 

will seek to grasp the essence of “hallelujah” living. 

Perhaps we need a brief reminder of the nature and content of the Book of Psalms. There are 150 of 

them, divided into five books, corresponding to the Torah, or the five books of Moses. Previously, we 

have described the Book of Psalms as “Songs of the Heart,” per the Disciple Bible Study. Because they 

express the innermost feeling of the heart, the Psalms are remarkably diverse. Psalm 148 is in the last of 

the Five Books, and, like all the others in Book Five, is a song of praise. After all, the word “hallelujah” 

means “Praise the Lord.”  

With this theme set in bold face, the writer literally covers the spectrum of creation with everything 

praising the One, who by the spoken word, brought all into existence.  

Musically, Handel did the same with the famous “Hallelujah Chorus.” There is no solo or unison version 

of this music. Written for a chorus, the multitude of voices are necessary to carry the sweep of the 

composer’s vision. If you have ever sung this glorious piece in a choir, you have experienced firsthand 

how important all the different voices are. Soprano, alto, tenor and bass – each has a critical role to play 

in making the music ring to the glory of God. Different notes, different voices, different rhythms, 

different entrances and exits – each combine in one magnificent whole. 

So it is with Psalm 148! In the first five verses, the word “praise” (hallelu) is used nine times. The 

multitude of voices ranges from angels to sun and moon and stars. The science of the Psalms is not ours, 

but the fullness of the universe is included in this “Hallelujah Chorus.”  

Here is verse 5, the key verse of the lesson: “Let them (all) praise the name of the Lord, for He 

commanded and they were created.” Moreover, He established them and fixed their bounds. The hardest 

lesson humans must learn is: there are limits. From childhood on, we discover there is pain when limits 

are ignored. Adam and Eve discovered the pain in the Garden, and their expulsion was the price paid.  

In music the Vineville UMC Chancel Choir sang last Christmas, the text expressed this thought 

powerfully:  

 The tale of Adam is our own, 

 Like him we see God’s love made known; 

 Yet we rebel and go our way. 

 The bitter cost we then must pay. 



 
 

The scene shifts now from the heavens to the earth. From sea to land, the call rings to continue the 

chorus of praise. Fire, hail, snow, frost and wind sing their parts because the Conductor has issued his 

command! The echo from the mountains and hills reverberate across the land. The animals, wild and 

domesticated, pick up the rhythm. 

Finally, people add their voices to the enlarging chorus. The mighty and the common, the old and the 

young, men and women – all become involved. No one fails the try-outs! Not one! Everyone and 

everything praises the name of the Lord. His glory is above all. Yes, “Glory, glory hallelujah! Our God 

is marching on.” Or, in the inimitable words of Satchmo, “It’s a Wonderful World!”  

The final reason for this resounding “Hallelujah Chorus” is the wonderful gift of salvation. The horn of 

salvation is the final gift of this Creator Father. His people are called by His name, and bear the image of 

the One Who created them in the first place. Yes, “Hallelujah! What a Savior!” 

With praise at the center of “Hallelujah” living, a marked difference is evident in the “Hallelujah” 

people. We are accountable to this One who gave us life and the world in which we live.  

Central to that accountability is how we, as one of God’s creations, treat the rest of God’s creations. 

Humanity is not given a higher authority than God when it comes to the treatment of creation. God’s 

purpose in all of creation was to bring life into being. If we were created in the image of God, then 

people and the earth are our responsibility, not an entitlement to be used and abused. Viewed from that 

perspective, we are co-creators with God in both life-giving and life-saving efforts. 

Some powerful questions were raised by John Indermark. 

1.  Do the things we do in and to this world further or endanger creation’s life and diversity? 

2. Do we treat creation with the same respect and care with which God fashioned this marvelous 

world? 

3. Do we praise God for this creation with an ethic of respect and stewardship? 

 

Let us add a question of our own: Does our “Hallelujah” worship result in “Hallelujah” living? If not, 

our praise may ring hollow and false. The world “will know we are Christian by our love” –for God and 

for one another and for the earth. 

Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net.  

 

Re-created to Live in Harmony 

Winter Quarter: Creation – A Divine Cycle 

Unit 3: The Birthing of a New Community 

Sunday school lesson for the week of February 5, 2017  
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By Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers 

Lesson scripture: Galatians 3:26-4:7 

The third unit of the Winter Quarter completes the cycle of creation with Paul’s description of the life of 

the Church as evidence of God’s on-going creative work in giving birth to the Church. As in all births 

this one is filled with pain and travail.  

Contrary to his other letters, Galatians is written to a region, not a particular church. The Roman 

province of Galatia is in modern day Turkey, and, like today, the capitol was Ankara (Ancyra). Paul 

addresses this letter “to the churches of Galatia,” (1:2) where the pains of birth were becoming evident 

in the development of conflicts and divisions which could prove fatal. 

We find this lesson particularly timely. We write immediately after the US Presidential election and at a 

time when The United Methodist Church is threatened with schism and division. In both church and 

state, harsh, hateful, hurtful words have been hurled across the divide. A lesson on what brings unity 

may be prophetic indeed! 

Earlier in this letter, Paul had discussed the faith relationship with Abraham and the Law. Now he makes 

clear we all are connected by faith through Christ – and what a connection! We are family! We are the 

children of God, with one Father. The family metaphor is a powerful and intimate one, with recognition 

dysfunctional families are too often the norm, rather than close ones. The family of God cannot be 

anything else but close.  

The divisions in the Galatian church as enunciated by Paul were three, and each played a part in the 

problems Paul confronted. O yes, confronted, because there is no letter of Paul more confrontational in 

language than Galatians. His writing is almost saying, “What are you doing?” 

There were racial, ethnic, gender, and cultural divisions stated clearly in the key verse 3:28: “There is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free; nor is there male and female; for all of you are one 

in Christ.” 

In the church the Jewish faction wanted to require all Christians to meet a standard established centuries 

before in the Mosaic Law. Two of those requirements involved circumcision for males and dietary 

restrictions for all believers. Every male Jew prayed a morning prayer in which he thanked God he was 

not a Gentile, a slave, or a woman. Paul himself would have prayed this prayer before his conversion.  

Although that conversion occurred in a moment of time on the road to Damascus, the full effect would 

take years to work out in Paul’s life and witness. Just read his history earlier in Galatians, when he 

chronicles the significant events in his faith journey. The key verse declares a call for all to be inclusive 

and not to impose individual preferences and habits on others. Of course, we will continue to differ over 

many issues, but they pale in the face of who we are by the grace of God’s gift of Jesus Christ. 



 
 

The acceptance of this gift is Paul’s definition of faith. Even Abraham walked by faith, not works, and, 

in that sense, we are all children of Abraham. There is not anything we can do to merit or earn that 

designation as a child of God and a member of His family – it is a gift. 

We can list many contemporary pairs of divisive issues: rich or poor, urban or rural, liberal or 

conservative, fundamentalist or progressive, Democrat or Republican, yes or no on climate change, 

environmentalist or industrialist, gay or straight, and we’re sure, many more. Just make your own list. 

The question is: do any have the power to overcome what Christ has done?  

Some would say: “Faith in Christ is only personal and these issues are social and political. There is no 

connection.” Here is where Paul’s word to the Galatians is most helpful. He uses another metaphor: We 

are clothed with Christ. When we are baptized, we put on Christ like dressing every day. To dress 

ourselves with Christ means we are to live like Christ. Elsewhere, Paul uses the same metaphor in 

Colossians 3:12-14 to describe the attributes we are to exhibit as disciples of Jesus. He concludes, as in I 

Corinthians 13, with saying “and over all these virtues put on love, which binds them altogether in 

perfect harmony.” 

Lest this clothing sound like works-righteousness, remember the gift of Jesus came first. The gift evokes 

the faith, the faith results in the clothing, and our clothes reflect the very nature of Jesus Himself. As in 

the hymn, “They will know we are Christian by our love.” 

In Paul’s view we are heirs. He uses another metaphor here that is even more strongly stated in Romans 

8 – adoption. We have an adopted grandchild. Joe is no less a Rogers because of his adoption than Quint 

or Jamie. They are all our grandchildren.  

Likewise, we were adopted by God the Father into His family, and thus we became heirs of His 

promises. We also have no say about who are our brothers and sisters. The question about inclusion is 

not ours to make! We can deny it, and, in so doing, disobey God’s will to “love one another as I have 

loved you.” 

We need to be reminded often the whole purpose of God’s gift of grace in Jesus is to restore the 

relationship with which creation began. Again and again, we re-enact Adam’s disobedience to do it “our 

way!”  

Paul saw the Law as a teacher or guardian protecting the immature before they could fully inherit the 

promises. Like a minor who inherits wealth before they are of age to manage it has a trustee or guardian, 

so we in our immaturity needed such a guardian as the Law.  

In the fullness of time, “God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law to redeem those under 

the Law, so we might receive adoption as children.” In that gift, we are enabled to address God as 

“Abba! Father!” In verse 6 he concludes: “So you are no longer a slave but a child…” YES! We can call 

God “Abba – Daddy.” In the words of Martin Luther King: “Free at last! Free at last! Thank God 

Almighty, we’re free at last.” 



 
 

Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net.  

 

A letter to the President 

Dr. Hal Brady 

Dear President Trump, 

Congratulations on becoming the 45th President of the United States. Though, in all honesty, I was not 

always pleased with some of your pre-election rhetoric, you won the election and I, along with countless 

Americans, are hoping for your best and the best for our nation as well. 

Party labels to me are not critically important, but political parties working together really are. For me, 

we have had enough squabbling among politicians and their parties and the time for statesman and 

stateswomen to arise and make a difference in the governing of this nation has come. 

I don't really possess any great credentials for writing you, just a retired Methodist preacher who seeks 

to love God, my fellow human beings and who cares deeply for the United States of America. Please 

don't take this letter to be critical. It is not intended that way as I just wanted to share a few feelings with 

you. 

Mr. President, like millions of other Americans, I was glued to the television set and listened intently to 

every word of your Inaugural Address. My father used to say, “If you can't say it in 20 minutes you can't 

say it.” It was obvious you could say it because in 16 minutes you were done. That was impressive. 

Mr. President, some of the things you said, at least in my opinion, were quite commendable – your 

concern for an improved America, your desire to return the government to the people, your words about 

forgotten people no longer being forgotten, your allegiance to all Americans, your thoughts about better 

schools, safe neighborhoods and good jobs, and your practical no-nonsense approach to getting the job 

done. To be sure, there were other notable thoughts and expressions as well. As you said, “When 

America is united, America is unstoppable.” 

But having said that, Mr. President, you really didn't address the anxiety and fears of numbers of 

Americans who are feeling disfranchised or hurt. The interests of these Americans concerning civil 

liberties, human rights and perceived gains over the years cannot be minimized. Even allowing for a few 

habitual complainers and disrupters, these crucial issues are significant. If the recent marches around the 

nation, and even the world, say anything, they give testimony to the point I’m trying to make. At any 

rate, some word of grace and reconciliation might have helped with the nation’s divide.  

However, with your remarkable determination and energy, I was so appreciative of your going and 

working out your differences with the “Intelligence Community.” Making that trip to the CIA with your 
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reconciling tone, on your very first full time day as president, was good for that community and better 

for the security of the nation. Thank you. 

Since I am writing you, Mr. President, may I share a couple of other concerns? Like you, I believe that 

America has a responsibility to the world community. To me, America will become greater again not 

only as we get better at home, but as we engage constructively with our allies and other nations of the 

world. And, of course, it has something to do with the biblical idea of our nation being a shining “city 

upon a hill,” existing for others and serving as a noble example of the meaning of freedom. As Eric 

Maxtas expressed it in his book, “If You Can Keep It,” “This idea of being a ‘city upon a hill’ that can 

be seen from afar – and that will be seen from afar – has been with us from the beginning.” Metaxas 

goes on to state that “because of this we have been given the tremendous burden of stewarding and 

sharing what we have with the rest of the world.” 

And if permitted, Mr. President, I’d like to share one further concern. While I am a Christian and 

strongly believe in Jesus Christ, I have a deep concern for the people of other faiths and their inclusion. 

Your attendance and greeting of people of different faiths at the National Prayer Breakfast was noted 

and appreciated. 

I’ve been reading Douglas Abrams “The Book of Joy,” and in one place he says, “The Dalai Lama and 

the Archbishop (Desmond Tutu) are two of the great spiritual masters of our time, but they are also 

moral leaders who transcend their own traditions and speak always from a concern for humanity as a 

whole.” 

Since God created all of us and all of us are made in his image, it seems that our hospitality to one 

another is God's intention and will be in the best interest of our nation and world. 

Mr. President, I can’t thank you enough for receiving and reading this letter. Even as a preacher, I didn’t 

mean to preach here, but just share a few heart-felt concerns for the nation we both love. 

Please be assured that you are in my daily prayer and in the prayers of millions of Americans and others 

around the globe. We are counting on you and you can count on us. I, too, look forward to the day when 

marching feet will become seated conversations around tables of fellowship where dreams and actions 

are shared and accomplished.  

Thank you, Mr. President. God bless you, your family, and God bless America. Our prayers are with 

you. 

 Cordially, 

 Hal Brady  

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/


 
 

 

Epworth announces major renovation of Aldersgate Youth Village cabins 

A major capital project to completely renovate Epworth By The Sea’s Aldersgate Youth Village has 

begun. All nine buildings will be made handicap accessible. Cost per building is $185,000. Total cost for 

nine buildings is $1,665,000. 

Because of the generosity of an anonymous donor, the first building is under construction. Epworth 

Trustees have pledged to raise the funds for a second. Rev. Thad Haygood, an Epworth Trustee, has 

launched a campaign for former Leadership Team members to help fund the third building. All “Friends 

of Epworth” will participate.  

“Our goal is to renovate two cabins a year,” said Joel Willis, Epworth CEO. “Because the cabins are in 

demand most of the year, construction must be done when they are not occupied. We do not want to turn 

down campers because a cabin is unavailable. We are well on our way but will need a lot of financial 

support.”  

Ministry to children and youth has always been a priority for Epworth By The Sea. In 1949, the South 

Georgia Conference bought property of St. Simons Island for a conference and retreat center and began 

hosting summer camps for children and youth the following year.  

In the early days, many of the boys slept outside while the girls slept in an apartment over the dining 

room. Churches provided their own counselors. Finally, six cabins were built in the mid-1950s, with the 

others done when funding was available. Though basic in construction and décor, they have served 

untold thousands of boys and girls. Constant upkeep and expensive renovation have been required in 

order to keep them in good order. Third and fourth generation families have stayed in the cabins.  

“Time spent in Epworth’s cabins has deeply influenced the spiritual lives of thousands of young people 

as well as adults,” remarked Rev. Wayne Racz, Director of Spiritual Formation, Church Relations and 

Development. “Many of our South Georgia clergy accepted Christ on these grounds and have gone into 

the ministry and other areas of church service. The Rev. Thad Haygood is a perfect example of this.” 

Willis says the costly renovation includes enclosing the porches to make larger gathering and bunk 

space, complete upgrade and enlarged bathroom facilities, counselors room upgrade, new flooring, new 

electrical system, central heat and air, paint, mattresses when needed and adding new porches and 

walkways between cabins.  

“I am most excited that all of our cabins will meet all the American Disabilities Act (ADC) guidelines to 

be handicap accessible,” said Willis. “We will be able to accommodate every child and adult with 

special needs, offering them a camping experience often unavailable to this deserving and often under-

served community. This is becoming more important every day.”  



 
 

Racz concluded, “If you or a member of your family has ever stayed in the Aldersgate Youth Village 

Cabins, you understand the rich legacy of life-changing decisions for Christ which these experiences 

have made on so many.”  

 

OBITUARIES 

Mrs. Myrna Eidson Roberts 

Myrna Eidson Roberts, 80, passed away on Sunday, Jan. 15, 2017. Myrna grew up in Atlanta and 

graduated from Grady High School and later from LaGrange College. Myrna met her husband, Larry B. 

Roberts, at LaGrange College. Larry is a retired United Methodist minister. During their ministry, they 

served faithfully at numerous churches across South Georgia. Myrna worked most of her life as a 

teacher and bookkeeper. She is survived by her husband, Larry; her three children, Denise (Mike) 

Wilson, Julie (Mike) Bostardi and Ben Roberts; her sister, Mildred (Mike) McAffee; five grandchildren, 

Robert (Jessica) Wilson, Brian Wilson, and Greg, Christopher and Samantha Bostardi; brother-in-law, 

Gary (Barbara) Roberts; sister-in-law, Jolene (Arthur) Tanner; and several nieces, nephews and cousins. 

Services were held Wednesday, Jan. 18, 2017, at McMullen Funeral Home in Columbus, Georgia with 

Reverend Dr. James T. Pennell officiating. Burial followed at Parkhill Cemetery. An additional 

memorial service was held Saturday, Jan. 21 at First United Methodist Church in Waynesville with 

Reverend Dr. Garland Young and Reverend Dr. James T. Pennell officiating. In lieu of flowers, 

memorials may be made in Myrna’s honor to First United Methodist Church of Waynesville, PO Box 

838, Waynesville, NC 28786, or to the Lake Junaluska Assembly, PO Box 67, Lake Junaluska, NC 

28745.  

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 1/23/2017 edition 

Fresh Expressions: Imagine Church For Those Who Don't Do Church – Jan. 25 

The Center for Mission Innovation of the UMC's Global Ministries, along with the North and South 

Georgia Conferences, are offering a Fresh Expressions Spark Day on Wednesday, Jan. 25. Join us if ... 

 You are interested in building relationships and serving the communities where you live or work, 

 You have questions about fresh expressions and mission-shaped church, 

 You have started something new and need some practical help. 

LEARN MORE 

Moore Methodist Museum's Historic Preservation Workshop – Jan. 26 

The Moore Methodist Museum invites everyone to participate in its Historic Preservation Workshop, 

scheduled for Thursday, Jan. 26 from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. This program is ideal for church historians, 

community historians, or anyone looking to preserve family history. Activities will include instruction 

on preservation and archiving techniques, tutorials on displaying artifacts, a tour of the museum, and a 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fresh-expressions-spark-day-tickets-28371790790


 
 

lecture from Rev. Dave Hanson. To register, call the museum at 912-638-4050 or 

email assistantdirector@mooremuseum.org. The workshop costs $30 per person, which is payable by 

cash, check, or card (cost includes lunch at Epworth By The Sea). All proceeds go to the museum. To 

learn more about the museum and see the schedule for the day, visit mooremethodistmuseum.com.   

Epworth By The Sea Winter Conference 2017 – Jan. 29 – Feb. 1 

Ever since the days of Winter Camp Meetings and revivals, Christians have thrived on passionate 

worship, intense Bible teaching, prayer and fellowship. Winter Conference 2017 will deliver this and 

much more.  Designed to bring top-notch information and inspiration to clergy, church leaders and 

teachers, the conference will offer opportunities to deepen your relationship to Christ. You will learn 

from the best.  Bringing years of experience, conference leaders and teachers will focus on ministry, 

provide encouragement and show you how to sharpen your skills for Christian service. For complete 

information and registration visit www.epworthbythesea.org.  

Sexual Ethics Workshop at Camilla UMC – Feb. 4 

The Saturday, Feb. 4 Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. at Camilla United 

Methodist Church. According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this workshop is required every 

three years for any person serving under appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension 

ministers, appointed lay speakers). The cost is $35, which includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks 

can be made payable to the South Georgia Conference. Click here to register for the February 4 

workshop. For questions, email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note that spouses and lay employees 

who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop. 

Early Response Team and Chainsaw Training – Feb. 11 

An ERT and Chainsaw Training will be held Saturday, Feb. 11 at Vienna UMC. The ERT training time 

is from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. and the chainsaw training time is from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. Click here to 

register. Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to respond in the immediate 

aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the training, participants will 

receive an ERT Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive an UMCOR ID Badge 

and a T-shirt. Background checks are required before receiving badges. Please provide proof of 

background check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are applicable. Lunch is also included in the 

cost.  *Chainsaw training requirements: complete and pass ERT training offered in the morning or hold 

current ERT badge. Cost for chainsaw training only is $12. If taken following the ERT class in the 

morning $6. The cost includes your textbook and badge. This chainsaw training will be demonstration 

and lecture style. There must be six participants for a chainsaw course to make. To schedule an ERT 

training/chainsaw training, please contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com.  

Andrew College Sunday – Feb. 12 

Founded in January 1854, Andrew College has continuously provided an academically challenging 

liberal arts education within a nurturing community for more than 160 years. A member of the South 

Georgia Conference, Andrew strives to inspire academic and spiritual growth across its historic 40-acre 

campus. The qualified faculty and caring staff engage with students in an intimate setting to encourage a 

mailto:assistantdirector@mooremuseum.org
http://mooremethodistmuseum.com/
http://www.epworthbythesea.org/
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshop-February42017
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshop-February42017
mailto:cpcassistant@sgaumc.com
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingVienna
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingVienna
mailto:morhilll@gmail.com


 
 

lifelong love of learning and a strong sense of civic leadership. Students are regularly invited to 

strengthen their Christian discipleship through weekly chapel services and participation in a myriad of 

religious offerings. Andrew Sunday seeks to gain support for the College and identify prospective 

students. To learn more about Andrew College – a United-Methodist affiliated institution in Cuthbert, 

Georgia – visit www.andrewcollege.edu.  

SBC21 Celebration of Leadership Development Conference – Feb. 18 

An SBC21 Celebration of Leadership Development Conference will be held Saturday, Feb. 18, 2017, 

from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. at the Hampton Inn and Suites in Dublin. Registration will begin at 9:30 a.m. 

This event is being sponsored by the Office of Connectional Ministries. For more information or if you 

have questions, contact Rev. Earnestine Campbell at earnestine@sgaumc.com. Click here to register. 

Volunteers in Mission Awareness Sunday – Feb. 19 

United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) exists to promote, encourage, and enable Christians 

to exemplify “Christian Love In Action” through short-term mission service in the United States and 

abroad. UMVIM provides opportunities for service by developing and nurturing relationships with 

domestic and international leaders. They continually nurture their contacts with these leaders to respond 

to the needs of local communities and to provide comprehensive project information. You can help 

support the work of UMVIM in the South Georgia Conference by giving an offering to support this vital 

ministry on this special Sunday 

Sexual Ethics Workshop at Epworth By The Sea – Feb. 23 

The Thursday, Feb. 23 Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. in the Nalls 

Building at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. According to the Conference Sexual Ethics 

policy, this workshop is required every three years for any person serving under appointment by the 

bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). The cost is $35, which 

includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to the South Georgia Conference. 

Click here to register for the February 23 workshop. For questions, email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. 

Please note that spouses and lay employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to 

attend the workshop. 

Early Response Team and Chainsaw Training – Feb. 25 

An ERT and Chainsaw Training will be held Saturday, Feb. 25 at Gray UMC. The ERT training time is 

from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. and the chainsaw training time is from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. Click here to register. 

Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to respond in the immediate aftermath 

of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the training, participants will receive an 

ERT Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive an UMCOR ID Badge and a T-shirt. 

Background checks are required before receiving badges. Please provide proof of background check. 

Safe Sanctuaries background checks are applicable. Lunch is also included in the cost.  *Chainsaw 

training requirements: complete and pass ERT training offered in the morning or hold current ERT 

badge. Cost for chainsaw training only is $12. If taken following the ERT class in the morning $6. The 

cost includes your textbook and badge. This chainsaw training will be demonstration and lecture style. 

http://www.andrewcollege.edu/
mailto:earnestine@sgaumc.com
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SBC21celebration
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshop-February232017
mailto:cpcassistant@sgaumc.com
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingGray


 
 

There must be six participants for a chainsaw course to make. To schedule an ERT training/chainsaw 

training, please contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com.  

Kingdom Builders Promotion Sunday – Feb. 26 

Kingdom Builders help support new church development and the ministries of Congregational 

Development. Click here for more information and to download a support form. 

Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat – March 3-5 

Designed for students in the fifth grade and above, the “Join the Journey” Confirmation Retreat will 

provide churches of all sizes an opportunity to connect with others through worship, study, and 

fellowship.  The event will also include large group gatherings around the church seasons and breakout 

sessions with topics of grace, United Methodist History and United Methodist lingo as well as Holy 

Clubs throughout the weekend. Not meant to be the only confirmation youth go through, the 

Confirmation Retreat should be complimentary to what a church is or will be doing. For more 

information, visit www.sgaumc.org/confirmation or contact Event Coordinator Suzanne Akins at 

suzanne@sgaumc.com or (912) 638-8626. Click here to register your church group. 

Early Response Team and Chainsaw Training – March 18 

An ERT and Chainsaw Training will be held Saturday, March 18 at Centerville UMC. The ERT training 

time is from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. and the chainsaw training time is from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. Click here to 

register. Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to respond in the immediate 

aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the training, participants will 

receive an ERT Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive an UMCOR ID Badge 

and a T-shirt. Background checks are required before receiving badges. Please provide proof of 

background check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are applicable. Lunch is also included in the 

cost.  *Chainsaw training requirements: complete and pass ERT training offered in the morning or hold 

current ERT badge. Cost for chainsaw training only is $12. If taken following the ERT class in the 

morning $6. The cost includes your textbook and badge. This chainsaw training will be demonstration 

and lecture style. There must be six participants for a chainsaw course to make. To schedule an ERT 

training/chainsaw training, please contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com.  

Save the date for #millennial: opening our doors – May 4-6 

The Southwest District of the South Georgia Conference and Next Step Ministry will sponsor a 

conference at Veterans Memorial State Park in Cordele, Ga., for clergy and laity May 4-6, 2017. The 

purpose will be to aid churches in attracting and engaging young people in our congregations. For more 

information visit the event website at www.swdistrictumc.org.  

 

Scripture Readings – January 23 

mailto:morhilll@gmail.com
http://www.sgaumc.org/eventdetail/436735?month=2&year=2017&day=1&display=m
http://www.sgaumc.org/confirmation
mailto:suzanne@sgaumc.com
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/Confirmation2017
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingCenterville
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingCenterville
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January 29 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Micah 6:1-8 

Psalm 15 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

Matthew 5:1-12 

February 5 

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Isaiah 58:1-12 

Psalm 112: 1-10 (UMH 833) 

1 Corinthians 2:1-12 

Matthew 5:13-20 

February 12 

Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Psalm 119:1-8 (UMH 840-841) 

1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

Matthew 5:21-37 

 

2017 Annual Conference Session Important Details 

The following is an email sent out by Dr. Jay Harris, Conference Secretary, with updated details about 

the 2017 Annual Conference Session set for June 4-7 on Jekyll Island. 

 

Dear Lay and Clergy Members of the Annual Conference, Conference and Agency Leaders, 

  

Happy New Year! 

  

Our 2017 Annual Conference Session, set for June 4-7 on Jekyll Island, will be here before you know it. 

The Conference Program Committee, the Local Arrangements Team, and the Coastal District are 

excited about welcoming everyone to our new venue: the Jekyll Island Convention Center. 

We are looking forward to being led by our new Episcopal leader, Bishop R. Lawson Bryan. Since 

Bishop Bryan arrived in our conference, he has been rallying us around the vision of God making us 

“Alive Together in Christ,” based on Ephesians 2:5. Throughout our annual conference session, Bishop 

Bryan will challenge us to identify and celebrate together what makes us alive in Christ so that we will 

long even more for those experiences in our life together as an annual conference and in our local 

churches. 

  

Bishop Bryan has invited Bishop James Swanson to be the preacher for our Opening Worship 

https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!xlc7YUULwKIF5xHYZ15pyUYgnuj6aiBme4vViT6Zl2e


 
 

Service on Sunday evening, Bishop Michael Watson to be our Memorial Service preacher, and Dr. 

Lovett Weems to be our teacher for the conference. Bishop Bryan will preach our Ordination and 

Commissioning Service on Monday evening of conference. 

  

We want to make the most of our location at the beach. On Tuesday afternoon of Annual Conference, 

we will break a little early at 4:30 p.m. so that we can enjoy a beach party with one another and with our 

families. Also, there will be a “summer camp” during Annual Conference for elementary-age children of 

conference delegate families led by our conference's Camp Connect leadership team. 

We know that you are making your plans to attend. We sent an email to delegates on October 17with 

information about hotels and other information. If you are a new delegate, we hope this earlier email 

was forwarded to you by the previous delegate. If you haven’t made your hotel reservation, you will 

want to do that as soon as possible because many of the hotels have already filled up, and others are 

filling up quickly. We initially blocked 630 rooms for annual conference, and by our count, about 500 of 

our delegates have already booked their room for Annual Conference. 

Also provided in the October 17 email was information about the conference schedule, parking, deadline 

for resolutions, and banquets. In this email, look for additional information: updated schedule, obtaining 

a Book of Recommendations and Reports (BOR), registration fee, voting rights, constitutional 

amendments, a per diem expense reimbursement offered to retired clergy and at-large lay delegates, 

changes in lay members, and displays. 

  

We look forward to a great conference and your participation. 

  

Schedule   

The 2017 Annual Conference Session will begin with an Opening Worship Service on 

Sundayevening, June 4, at 7:00 p.m. Conference will conclude with the Sending Forth Service 

on Wednesday, June 7. Below is a tentative schedule of events. A more comprehensive and final 

schedule will be provided in the Spring of 2017. 

  

Sunday, June 4 

3:00 PM  Registration Begins (Sunday registration ends at 6:45 PM prior to the Opening Service) 

7:00 PM  Opening Worship Service, Bishop James Swanson Preaching 

  

Monday, June 5 

7:30 AM   Extension Ministry Breakfast 

8:00 AM   Registration Reopens (8:00 AM – 12:00 noon and 2:00 PM – 5:00 PM) 

9:00 AM   Laity Session 

9:00 AM   Clergy Session 

10:30 AM Opening Plenary Session 

                 Board of Ordained Ministry Report 



 
 

12:00 PM  Lunch Break 

2:00 PM   Afternoon Plenary Session            

5:00 PM   Dinner Break (Methodist Home Barbecue) 

7:00 PM   Ordination/Commissioning Service, Bishop Lawson Bryan preaching 

8:15 PM   Reception for Ordained and Commissioned Ministers        

  

Tuesday, June 6 

8:30 AM   Limited Retiree Registration until 10:30 AM 

9:00 AM   Morning Plenary Session 

11:00 AM  Retiree Recognition 

12:00 PM  Lunch Break 

1:00 PM  Gathering for Families of Deceased Clergy 

2:00 PM  Memorial Service, Bishop Michael Watson preaching      

3:30 PM  Afternoon Plenary Session 

4:30 PM  Beach Party 

  

Wednesday, June 7 

9:00 AM   Morning Plenary Session 

11:00 AM  Fixing the Appointments/Sending Forth Service 

12:00 PM  Adjourn 

  

Hotels   

The following Golden Isles area hotels have rooms blocked for our conference. Please reserve your 

room now to ensure availability. Ask for the South Georgia United Methodist Church group rate when 

booking. Note that each hotel has a date when the room block will close. We have updated this list to 

show the latest availability. If you have any questions about hotels, please contact Rev. Wayne Racz 

at wracz@epworthbythesea.org or 912-638-8688. 

  

Villas by the Sea (Jekyll) 

800-841-6262; 1175 N Beachview Dr, Jekyll Island, GA 31527 

closes 5/4/2017 

Mini Villa/Studio, $115 (Island) 5 rooms 

One Bedroom, $135 (Island), $145 (Ocean), 5 rooms (all booked) 

Two Bedroom, $209 (Island), $229 (Ocean), 25 rooms (all booked) 

Three Bedroom, $299 (Island), $319 (Ocean), 15 rooms (6 remaining) 

  

Hampton Inn & Suites (Jekyll)  

912-265-3733; 200 S. Beachview Dr, Jekyll Island, GA 31527 

closes 5/2/2017 

Standard Room, $200, 70 rooms (2 remaining) 

mailto:wracz@epworthbythesea.org


 
 

Studio Suite, $220, 70 rooms (2 remaining) 

  

Holiday Inn Resort (Jekyll)  

912-635-2211; 701 N Beachview Dr, Jekyll Island, GA 31527 

closes 4/18/2017 

Guestroom (Island), $159, 20 rooms (all booked) 

Guestroom (Ocean), $179, 20 rooms (all booked) 

Oversized Guestroom (Oceanfront), $189, 80 rooms (14 remaining) 

Oceanfront Suite, $229, 5 rooms (all booked) 

  

Jekyll Island Club Hotel 

800-535-9547; 371 Riverview Dr, Jekyll Island, GA 31527 

closes 5/2/2017 

Total Guest Rooms (Not Specified) 120 rooms (60 remaining) 

Run of House, $179 

JICH Suite, $299 

Ocean Suite (One Bedroom), $299 

Ocean Suite (Two Bedroom), $399 

  

Days Inn (Jekyll) (ALL BOOKED) 

912-635-9800; 60 S. Beachview Dr, Jekyll Island, GA 31527 

closes 5/2/2017 

Guestroom (Island), $130, 22 rooms 

Guestroom (Ocean) $140, 25 rooms 

Oceanside Suites, $200, 28 rooms 

  

Comfort Suites (I-95) (ALL BOOKED) 

912-267-4440; 25 Ashton Dr, Brunswick, GA 31523 

closes 5/4/2017 

King, $84.99, 10 rooms 

2 Queen, $89.24, 10 rooms 

  

Epworth By The Sea (St. Simons) 

912-638-8688; Arthur J Moore Dr, St. Simons Island, GA 31522 

closes 2/1/2017 

Turner Lodge, $112.50, 15 rooms (all booked) 

Robertson Inn, $84.60, 17 rooms (all booked) 

Reynolds Efficiency Apts, $84.60, 7 rooms (all booked) 

Pitts/Booth Motel, $75.60, 16 rooms (all booked) 

Reynolds Motel Rooms, $59.40, 5 rooms (4 remaining) 



 
 

  

Hampton Inn (Brunswick) 

912-261-0939; 128 Venture Dr, Brunswick, GA 31525 

closes 5/15/2017 

Standard QQ, $119, 25 rooms (13 remaining) 

  

Embassy Suites (Brunswick) 

912-264-6100; 500 Mall Blvd, Brunswick, GA 31525 

closes 5/1/2017 

Single, $134, 10 rooms (1 booked) 

2 Queen, $144, 5 rooms 

  

NOTE:  Prices do not include taxes, including the Georgia $5/night hotel/motel tax. 

NOTE:  Some Jekyll Island properties may also charge a "resort fee" on top of the room price.   

  

Receiving the Communications Needed for the 2017 Annual Conference Session  

As a delegate to Annual Conference, you will receive several important communications leading up to 

Annual Conference. The purpose of these communications is to inform you of the matters you need to 

know about the ministry of the church, its organization, and any decisions you will be asked to make 

during the conference session. Because of action taken by the 2015 South Georgia Annual Conference, 

we no longer print and mail our communications. Instead, all communications related to the 2017 

Annual Conference Session will be disseminated through conference emails, district newsletters and 

other district communications, our conference Advocate, and other conference communications. This 

saves us thousands of dollars in printing and postage costs each year. 

  

Most of the business items for the conference session are contained in the Book of Recommendations 

and Reports (BOR). Inside the BOR you'll find a complete conference agenda, driving and parking 

information, helpful annual conference information, detailed reports from conference ministries, pension 

and benefits recommendations, conference budgets, and much more. One of the purposes of the BOR is 

to allow you to read the recommendations and reports before you come to conference. A good delegate 

is a prepared delegate. In late April or early May, the BOR will be made available in two ways. It will be 

made available for download as a PDF file at no cost, in its entirety or in sections, on our conference 

website (www.sgaumc.org/annualconference), and disseminated through other electronic means. You 

will also be able to purchase a professionally bound printed copy for around $5.00 through lulu.com. 

Ordering information will be provided when the BOR is ready. The Book of Recommendations will not 

be mailed nor will printed copies be available at the Annual Conference session. If you prefer a 

printed copy versus a digital download, you must print it at church, at home, or purchase one 

through lulu.com.  

  

Please continue to visit www.sgaumc.org/annualconference often as we approach annual conference. 

http://www.sgaumc.org/!AJrFK6K8O6lmIo0ZXKNOZh7CP0NEnfbBC8CuQDQbH37
http://lulu.com/
http://lulu.com/
http://www.sgaumc.org/!LQIJTzOx1v2jV9bWYjNvJuDBpH1PLQXZP0J5wIhLgJP


 
 

Some reports that do not make the BOR publication deadline will only be available on the website. 

These reports will be important to have during the Annual Conference session.  

Prior to arriving at Jekyll please download onto your digital device or print all the materials you want to 

have with you during the Annual Conference session. Although we have been told that the wireless 

internet capabilities will be better at the Jekyll Island Convention Center than in other venues, you may 

still want to download documents to your device prior to coming to be safe. 

  

Voting Rights for Lay and Clergy Members 

Below is a description of who can be lay members of the annual conference and vote and who can be 

clergy members of the annual conference and vote. Your official name tag, which you will receive at 

registration, will let the voting tellers know of your eligibility to vote. Lay Members can vote on the 

business matters of the annual conference and vote on Constitutional Amendments. You will note below 

that all clergy can vote on business matters, but the Book of Discipline stipulates that only Full Clergy 

Members (Elders and Deacons) can vote in the clergy session and on Constitutional Amendments. 

Constitutional Amendments to the Discipline were voted on at General Conference last May 2016, and 

this year they will be voted on by the members of the annual conferences across the denomination. You 

will receive information about these amendments prior to annual conference. They cannot be amended. 

We will vote and our vote tallies will be forwarded to the General Church and put together with all the 

other vote tallies to determine whether the amendments pass or fail. 

  

Lay Members of the Annual Conference:  Lay membership shall be composed of the Lay Members 

elected by their charges, at-large delegates of the district selected by their district superintendent, the 

Conference Lay Leader, Conference President of United Methodist Men, Conference President of 

United Methodist Women, Conference President of the Council on Youth Ministries, Lay Delegates to 

General and Jurisdictional Conference, Diaconal Ministers, Lay Staff of the Conference Office of 

Connectional Ministries, Lay Chairpersons of Conference Committees, Commissions, Councils, Teams 

or Boards, District Lay Leaders, District Presidents of United Methodist Men, District Presidents of 

United Methodist Women, District Presidents of United Methodist Youth, and one youth and one young 

adult by each District. 

  

Clergy Members of the Annual Conference:  Clergy delegates include Full Elders, Full Deacons, 

Associate Members, Provisional Elders, Provisional Deacons, Full-time Local Pastors, Part-time Local 

Pastors, Retired Elders, Retired Deacons, Retired Associate Members, and Retired Provisional Members 

who retired before 2013. The Discipline does not allow Retired Local Pastors to be clergy delegates or 

vote (¶320.5); however, Retired Local Pastors who have been serving under appointment leading up to 

Annual Conference can serve as clergy delegates and vote. All clergy delegates and lay members of the 

Board of Ordained Ministry (BOM) may attend the Clergy Session, but only ordained clergy in full 

connection and lay members of the BOM may vote at the Clergy Session. 

  

Change in Lay Member 



 
 

If there has been a change in the lay member representing your local church/charge, please make sure to 

pass this information on to the correct person.  Please share the change with Meredyth Earnest 

at meredyth@sgaumc.com or let your district office know. 

Registration  

The registration fee for all pastors and lay members to Annual Conference is $20. Retired clergy not 

serving a church are exempt from this fee. You will pay when you register at Annual Conference.     

  

Expenses / Per diem   

Clergy and lay delegates who represent a local church shall have their expenses (including registration) 

paid by the local church (this includes retired clergy who are serving a church). Lay delegates who 

represent an organization and extension ministers shall have their expenses paid by the organization they 

represent.  Retired clergy not under appointment and clergy on disability shall receive a per diem of $65 

per day for each day attended. Lay members who do not represent a local church or conference 

organization shall receive a per diem on the same basis. Retired local pastors who are not serving a 

church do not retain their clergy status according to the Discipline, and so do not qualify for a per diem. 

  

Childcare  

Childcare will be available for infants through elementary age students. Infant through preschool 

childcare will be held for all worship services and business sessions at Jekyll Island Baptist Church, 501 

Riverview Drive.  A “summer camp” is being planned for elementary age children and will be hosted by 

the Camp Connect Leadership Team, under the direction of Suzanne Akins. More details and online 

registration will be available February 1. We are excited for a great gathering on "island time.” For 

questions, contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com. 

  

Parking and Getting on the Island  

In some of our previous venues, we have had parking costs connected to the area around the venue itself 

or to the hotels in the area. At Jekyll Island, there are no parking fees, but there is a fee to get onto the 

island. It is $6.00 per 24-hour period. For those who stay on Jekyll and don’t leave the island, it will be a 

one-time fee. There will be group transportation arrangements made available for those staying off the 

island. Even if you come on the island each day in your own car, you can time your entrances to 

conceivably pay only twice, since the $6.00 fee is good for 24 hours. 

  

Banquets   

If you have a group that would like to plan a banquet or special event, contact Dr. Wright Culpepper 

at wrightculpepper@comcast.net or 912.261.8512, ext. 101. 

  

Displays  

Display spaces are available to groups and agencies related to the South Georgia Conference. Display 

spaces for United Methodist Church agencies cost $75 without power and $80 with power. This is the 

cost passed on to us by the Convention Center. Other non-UM agencies and vendors also have the 
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opportunity to set up displays. Please see the display policy for those prices and conditions. The display 

policy as well as the registration form to reserve booth space can be found at www.sgaumc.org/displays. 

Reservations for the space must be made by the May 1 deadline prior to the conference. 

  

Resolutions 

March 1 is the deadline for all Resolutions. The Resolutions Committee will consider only those 

resolutions received by March 1. For information on how to submit a resolution 

visit www.sgaumc.org/resolutions. 

Questions   

For questions regarding the business of Annual Conference, please contact Dr. Jay Harris 

at jharris@sgaumc.com. For questions regarding local arrangements or any general questions, please 

contact Bill Allen at billallen4@comcast.net or Kelly Roberson at 912-270-6172 or kelly@sgaumc.com. 
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