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Loads of Love laundry ministry reaches lots of places 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

When Bonaire United Methodist Church member Caroline Gowan began her Loads of Love laundry 

ministry it was as a short-term Girl Scout project. Her long-term goal, though, was to see “Loads of 

Love in lots of places.” In less than two years it’s spread to Albany; Macon; Alabama; North Carolina; 

Texas; and Yakima, Washington.  

On Saturday, April 1, Gowan and her mother, Michelle, were in Brunswick helping members of Arco 

United Methodist Church start their own Loads of Love ministry. 

Arco UMC’s pastor, Rev. Wesley Deverger, had heard of Loads of Love during the 2016 South Georgia 

Annual Conference session when Bonaire UMC and Gowan received an award from Discipleship 

Ministries for the work they’re doing.  

He took the idea back to Brunswick and the Arco UMC congregation – who had been looking for a way 

to serve its community – liked the concept and thought it would be easy to implement. 

“We can do this,” said John Patterson, a member of Arco UMC. Though Arco UMC is a small church – 

they average about 45 each week in worship – it is a strong congregation that wants to serve. They knew 

that Loads of Love could be one way they could make a difference. “We wanted to let them know 

people care.” 

Patterson and his wife, Debra, got to see Loads of Love in action when they traveled to Bonaire a few 

weeks ago. They met Michelle, Caroline, Bonaire UMC pastor Rev. Scott Hagan, and picked up some 

helpful tips and pointers. Rev. Melissa Traver, pastor of Epworth United Methodist Church in Jesup, 

visited Brunswick on Saturday to experience their first Loads of Love.  

Social media has played a huge role in the spread of Loads of Love, Caroline Gowan said. More than 

one million people watched a video story on Facebook filmed and posted by USA TODAY’S 

Humankind, and scores of people like and share Loads of Love’s tweets and social media posts. 



 
 

The need for clean laundry exists in every community, says Michelle Gowan, and there are a lot of 

people who can be served by the ministry.  

“If there’s a laundromat, there’s a need,” she said. 

On Saturday, a handful of Arco UMC volunteers welcomed nearly a dozen patrons during their three-

hour laundry session. As word spreads they expect crowds to grow. 

The free laundry service will be offered on the first Saturday of each month from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. at 

the Coin Laundry laundromat at 130 Old Jesup Highway in Brunswick. The group believes this is start 

of something big in Brunswick, and Rev. Deverger would like to build partnerships with other Glynn 

County churches to be able to expand the reach and scope of the ministry. 

“There’s something more to going to church on Sunday,” said Debra Patterson. “It’s what you do during 

the week.” 

 

Southwest District hosts conference geared toward reaching Millennials, young adults 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Like many other denominations, United Methodist churches would love to experience their pews 

overflowing with young adults. Yet, many of these same churches would appreciate insight into how 

best to attract and reach Millennials – those who were born in or after 1980 – and learn how to share the 

gospel message with them. 

To aid churches in inviting and engaging young people, the Southwest District of the South Georgia 

Conference has partnered with Next Step Ministry to present the #millennial: opening our doors 

conference May 4 through May 6 at Veteran’s Memorial State Park in Cordele. 

“As I’ve traveled across the district, every church has said that they want to attract younger people,” said 

Dr. Nita Crump, superintendent of the Southwest District. “Many churches recognize that they aren’t 

reaching the young adults in our communities, but they just don’t know how to reach them.” 

Organizers of the #millennial conference hope to change that and give church leaders tools they need. 

Several engaging and inspiring speakers will teach and lead breakout sessions, including keynote 

speaker Haydn Shaw, author of “Generational IQ: Christianity Isn’t Dying, Millennials Aren’t the 

Problem, and the Future is Bright.”  

The conference is designed for both pastors and lay persons and congregations of all sizes. To get the 

most impact from the sessions, conference leaders encourage pastors to bring at least one lay person 

from their congregation. The seminar offers 2.0 CEUs for pastors (3.5 if they read the two recommended 

books).  

https://www.cokesbury.com/product/9781414364728/generational-iq/?rank=0&txtSearchQuery=haydn+shaw
https://www.cokesbury.com/product/9781414364728/generational-iq/?rank=0&txtSearchQuery=haydn+shaw


 
 

The conference is important, Dr. Crump says, because individual churches and the Conference need to 

find new ways to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with young adults.  

“We want to teach folks who are already faithful disciples new ways to interact with the young adults in 

the community to bring them into church and into a faithful relationship with Christ,” she said. “We 

want people of all ages to attend the seminar and learn how to reach out to the young adults who, as a 

generation, have become more and more disconnected with church.” 

Registration for #millennial: opening our doors conference is still open. The cost of the seminar is $275, 

which includes all materials, meals on Friday, and breakfast on Saturday. Click here for more 

information, including accommodation information.  

 

South Georgia Conference Comprehensive School gives pastors continuing education 
opportunity 

The 2017 South Georgia Annual Conference Comprehensive School presents "Foundations for 

Preaching and Teaching: The Eternal God Speaks to These Changing Times." The school is set for April 

17-18, 2017, in the Spiritual Life Center at The Methodist Home for Children and Youth in Macon. Dr. 

John Oswalt, Professor of Old Testament at Asbury Theological Seminary will be the featured speaker. 

Dr. Oswalt will teach from the Major and Minor Prophets of the Old Testament, to increase the 

confidence and skills of pastors in preaching and teaching the whole of Scripture. Participants may find 

themselves surprised by insights into the relevance of even the Old Testament in leading the Church for 

successful Christian living in the 21st Century. 

Cost of the seminar is $50, payable online or at the door. Fee covers continuing education credit and 

lunch on Tuesday.  

More information I Visit the website I Download the brochure 

 

Invite younger person to experience the joy of Annual Conference 

FROM THE BISHOP 

R. LAWSON BRYAN 

As we prepare for the 2017 Annual Conference session I encourage each local church to identify a 

younger person in their congregation and invite that person to attend Annual Conference on either 

Monday, June 5 or Tuesday, June 6.  

http://www.swdistrictumc.org/
http://www.swdistrictumc.org/
http://www.sgaumc.org/eventdetail/7825917?month=4&year=2017&day=1&display=m
https://www.comprehensiveschool.org/
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/files_library/compschool%20brochure%202017.pdf


 
 

This simple act will introduce others to the joy and energy that we will experience when we gather at 

Jekyll Island. It’s hard to describe until you see it for yourself. In addition to sending your official lay 

and clergy representatives, what younger person might you invite to Annual Conference? In just a few 

hours on Monday or Tuesday that younger person will get a taste of what it means to be Alive Together 

in Christ in the South Georgia Conference.  

Those visiting on Monday will be able to take the pulse of our annual conference through the Vital Signs 

presentations that will include: small membership church vitality; ethnic ministries; new and revitalized 

congregations; the Young Clergy Academy; and the amazing growth of our college campus ministries. 

A highlight of the morning session will be the recognition of new clergy by the Board of Ordained 

Ministry. This allows us to see and hear how God is at work in the lives of those being commissioned or 

ordained. 

Monday afternoon will feature the first teaching session by Dr. Lovett Weems, author of the book, 

“OVERFLOW: Increase Worship Attendance and Bear More Fruit.” That evening we will celebrate the 

Service of Ordination at 7 p.m. I look forward to that powerful worship experience as we lay hands upon 

those who have been called to serve the Body of Christ through ordained ministry. 

Younger guests visiting on Tuesday will experience: Vital Signs related to our goal of a 10 percent 

increase in average worship attendance; morning and afternoon teaching sessions by Lovett Weems with 

practical guidance for increasing worship attendance; recognition of retiring clergy; and an afternoon 

Memorial Service for our clergy and clergy spouses who have died in the past year. Our plan is to 

conclude the afternoon session at 4:30 p.m. so we can move outside and enjoy the ocean-side 

opportunities provided by this lovely beach setting. 

Jekyll Island is just the right venue to expand the pool of those who have attended an annual conference 

session. Give them a taste of the joy of being a Methodist – invite a younger person to come on Monday 

or Tuesday.  

Alive Together in Christ, 

Lawson Bryan 

 

Leadership lessons from the penguins 

LEADERSHIP REALLY MATTERS 

ANNE BOSARGE 

REV. JAY HANSON 

In 2003 the San Francisco Zoo had a group of 46 birds that had lived there almost all their lives. They 

were comfortable and had grown accustomed to their rather lazy lifestyle. They would swim from time 

https://www.cokesbury.com/forms/productdetail.aspx?pid=1189789


 
 

to time, but only for the purpose of cooling off and to make sue their feathers remained sleek and 

groomed. They had developed a familiar routine and were completely content.  

In 2003 the zoo welcomed six new penguins from Ohio. Upon their arrival, they jumped into the pool 

and swam, and swam, and swam, and swam some more. They kept swimming all day long, day after 

day. They didn’t let the reluctance of the older penguins stop them – they just kept swimming around the 

pool, doing what they knew they were created to do.  

The new group of penguins would start swimming each morning and continue until they would stagger 

out of the pool at dusk, exhausted. Eventually, over time, the persistence of the new penguins convinced 

the other 46 comfortable penguins to join them. And swimming became the new cultural norm of the 

group.  

When I read this story, I was stuck by several leadership principles we can learn from these penguins 

and implement in our context as church leaders.  

1. Identify the cultural norm. There existed a cultural norm within the penguin enclosure at the 

zoo. It was toxic to the birds’ health, but they couldn’t see it. Their comfort kept them from 

trying new things, being curious, and pushing their abilities. They were created to swim – but 

they were merely dipping their toes into the water just to maintain their comfort and physical 

appearance.  

If we’re honest, many of us are pretty comfortable in our churches and with our faith. We are fed 

and cared for, we like the people in our church, and our comfort blinds us from seeing what 

we’re missing. We’re dipping our toe into the waters of the Great Commission, but we’re not 

jumping in and giving ourselves fully to our mission. Dipping our toes into evangelism makes us 

feel good, but we could be doing so much more by taking the plunge and diving in!  

2. Culture change happens best in community. There was a small group of world changing 

penguins – not just one. We were created to be in community – to support each other and build 

each other up. We are called to develop teams and accountable relationships with others who we 

trust to speak truth and life into our lives – to guide and steer us and walk through life together. 

When you have a small group of people who are called to be culture-changers, you can 

encourage each other to continue when the going gets tough. Doing the hard work of culture 

change alone is nearly impossible.  

 

3. Culture change requires a commitment to your purpose. The small group of culture changing 

penguins knew their purpose – they instinctually knew they were created for something more. 

Abigail Van Buren said, “The church is a hospital for sinners, not a museum for saints.” We are 

called to bring the gospel to the world and develop disciples. We are to care for and encourage 

each other along the journey but that isn’t the purpose of the church. Our care for each other 

should be for the purpose of encouraging each other as disciple-makers in order to expand the 

Kingdom.  

 

4. A change in culture requires a change in perspective. These culture changers had an outside 

perspective – they had seen another way of doing things and knew it was better than the existing 



 
 

culture. As leaders, we need to be curiously seeking new ideas and ways of doing things. We 

need to stop taking offense when someone challenges the status quo and instead be open to 

honest discussions that challenge our current perspective. Too often when our perspective is 

challenged and pushes us outside our comfort zones, we make excuses…  

i. They can do that because… 

ii. That’s impossible in my context because… 

iii. We don’t have the resources they do.  

iv. They can do that because they don’t have ___________ in their congregation.  

Let’s challenge ourselves to become comfortable being uncomfortable and stop being defensive 

just because we’re uncomfortable. It’s only then that we will be able to see our situation from a 

different perspective and be open to where God might be calling us to move.  

How do you seek out that larger perspective? Go visit another church where God seems to be 

moving. Talk to people outside your church and ask them where they are currently struggling 

and what brings them the most joy. Invite community leaders to come to your next committee 

meeting and talk about the needs of your community – find out how you can be an active part of 

meeting those needs.  

5. Actions speak louder than words. The new penguins demonstrated their commitment through 

actions and perseverance, not through eloquent words or inspiring speeches. They just started 

doing. They didn’t wait until everything was lined up and the conditions were perfect – they 

literally jumped in and got started. And then they kept going – regardless of complaints, of what 

the other penguins thought of them. They made a commitment to the cause and they didn’t let 

anything pull them off track.  

 

The most compelling reason for people to change is to see how living out that change is impacting your 

life. So let’s all commit to be more like those penguins. Grab a group of friends, recommit yourself to 

the mission of the gospel and start swimming!  

Jay Hanson, Lead Pastor, and Anne Bosarge, Multi-Campus Director, serve at The Chapel in 

Brunswick. They love sharing about the ways God is moving in their church. Contact them at 

jay@thechapelbrunswick.com and anne@thechapelbrunswick.com for more information.  

 

A cold night in Georgia 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 

DAVE HANSON 

John Wesley only stayed in Georgia for 23 months. Most of that time was spent in Savannah, but he 

made five trips to St. Simons Island. After his return to England he often mentioned how hot it had been 

in Georgia. Not only was it hot in Georgia, it was also cold. 

mailto:jay@thechapelbrunswick.com
mailto:anne@thechapelbrunswick.com


 
 

On his last tip to St. Simons Island in January, 1737, he wrote in his journal that he spent the coldest day 

in his life on the island. He wrote that it was so cold the ink in his inkwell froze on a table near the 

fireplace. It was colder than any day he had ever spent in England. 

He also noted that the hearts of the people on St. Simons were colder than that! He said he spent 20 days 

‘beating the air” spiritually and nothing was happening. As he left the island he wrote in his journal, “I 

hope I never have to go back to that unhappy place!” That was his last trip to St. Simons Island. 

 

God’s Saving Love in Christ 

Spring Quarter: God Loves Us 

Unit 2: God’s Caring, Saving, and Upholding Love 

Sunday school lesson for the week of April 9, 2017  

By Dr. Hal Brady 

Lesson scripture: John 3:1-16 

Life has many important questions. What am I going to do with my life? Who will I marry? Where will I 

live? Where will I go to school? But perhaps it was Nicodemus who asked life’s most important question: 

“how can anyone be born after having grown old?” (John 3:4) 

Let’s think of the circumstances that led up to this question. The Bible tells us there was a man named 

Nicodemus who came one night to see Jesus. This man had quite a biography. He was “a Pharisee” and “a 

leader of the Jews.” Even though we Christians have a somewhat negative association with the Pharisees, 

they were known for their meticulous study and application of God’s law. And Nicodemus, being “a leader 

of the Jews” suggests that he may have been a member of the ruling council, before whom Jesus appeared 

on trial. As scholars point out, in both cases, therefore, Nicodemus found himself in the midst of people 

who should have been better than they were and who were viciously opposed to Jesus.  

Jesus informs us that Nicodemus came to Jesus “by night,” and that is generally understood as a negative 

detail about the man. Coming “by night” may have indicated his fear of being identified with Jesus. In 

addition, we also note here that the narrative includes the same detail when we see Nicodemus again at the 

time of Jesus’ burial (John 19:30). And recalling John’s symbolic use of light and dark, this element of 

Nicodemus’ story suggests an unfavorable spiritual condition. 

However, because of his greeting Nicodemus evidently had respect for Jesus. But since Nicodemus does 

not begin with a question or a request, we aren’t really sure why he came to Jesus. But he came! 

Now, the connection between Nicodemus’ question and Jesus’ response is not immediately clear. Jesus 

simply volunteers the subject of the kingdom of God, as well as the imagery of “being born from above.” 



 
 

Scholars remind us that the underlying Greek adverb can be translated “from above,” “again,” or “anew.” 

Each fits appropriately in this context. 

At this point, Jesus and Nicodemus are hardly on the same page. Nicodemus is thinking literally and 

physically, while Jesus is speaking symbolically and spiritually. Consequently, Nicodemus is in the dark 

about the meaning of Jesus’ words.  

Jesus reiterates that “No one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above” (verse 3), and 

that “No one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit” (verse 4). The water 

and flesh (verse 6) represent the physical birth that Nicodemus has in mind. While the work of the Spirit, 

produces the birth that Jesus has in mind. Jesus’ reference to being born of water has often been interpreted 

as meaning baptism. But within the context of this passage about the mother’s womb and Jesus’ subsequent 

comparison of being born of flesh and being born of spirit, it is more likely that the water image refers to 

our physical birth. Therefore, the work of the Spirit produces the birth Jesus has in mind. 

Now, somewhat surprisingly, Jesus reprimands Nicodemus for his failure to understand. This credentialed 

“teacher of Israel” is a real disappointment. Simply stated, he is unable to converse about heavenly, 

spiritual matters. 

Right here, we are reminded of the importance of testimony. As scholars observe, the gospel truth is not 

something worked out philosophically by an individual. Rather, it is revealed truth, rooted in historical 

events, and passed down by testimony from eyewitnesses.  

John then speaks of Jesus’ unique role as “the one who descended from heaven.” Consequently, Jesus’ 

testimony about heavenly things is unmatched and totally reliable. In the larger view of John, this also 

indicates the preexistent divinity of Christ. 

Jesus continues on by making reference to a short story from Israel’s generation of wandering in the 

wilderness. The story (Numbers 21:4-9) describes a plague of poisonous snakes that had tormented the 

Israelite camp. The people who had been bitten by the snake were dying, and so there was natural panic 

throughout the camp. When Moses prayed for help, God’s answer was to fashion a bronze image of a snake 

and hang it on a pole in the center of the camp. The Lord promised that anyone who had been bitten could 

look at the serpent on a pole and live.  

And we are told that Jesus identified himself with that serpent on a pole in the wilderness. The “lifted up” 

parallel anticipates the cross. The glorious implication is that we who are snake bitten by sin will find 

healing in looking to the One on the cross. 

Of course, the key verse in today’s scripture lesson is John 3:16, and this verse is probably the most 

familiar and memorized verse in the entire Bible. In just a few words, we understand God’s purpose in 

sending Jesus, the intended response and the eternal result.  



 
 

Hear it again, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 

may not perish but may have eternal life” (John 3:16).  

“You want to know how you can be born from above,” Nicodemus? Here it is: “God so loved the world.” 

This is the crux of it. Love provided a way for us to be delivered from our sin. Love stepped into the 

picture and provided a Gift, Jesus! And Love stated that if anyone of us believe in that Gift, God’s Son, we 

will experience salvation and eternal life. 

But please note that “believe” here is more than intellectual assent to the claims of Christ. It means actively 

placing our lives and trust in complete surrender to the One in whom we believe.  

Our Patron Saint 

The people of Jesus’ day thought of the Pharisees as extremely righteous. They were considered “expert” in 

knowing and understanding the laws of God, and they were most careful about obeying them. They were 

not necessarily loved, but they were respected. 

The people in our time, however, have a very different impression of the Pharisees. We view them as the 

worst kind of legalists: self-righteous and hypocritical. And most of what we know about them comes from 

Jesus’ harsh critiques of them.  

As scholars note, the first is that the Pharisees were a mixed bag. Their legalism was probably an 

unfortunate mutation of an earlier earnestness. They should have been better than they were, and Jesus 

called them on it. 

As you recall, Nicodemus was a Pharisee. And he should have been better than he was. He was a leader 

and a teacher. Yet, he was too timid to come to Jesus in the daylight and was over his head in talking about 

spiritual matters. He was full of questions and confusion and we never sense that he came to any real 

clarity. 

We are reminded, however, that we shouldn’t be too quick to condemn Nicodemus, for he is a kindred 

spirit. He is the patron saint of all those who ought to be better than they are. And chances are we know 

that includes us. 

Perhaps we sense that we should be better than we are in that our generosity is out of proportion to our 

blessings, our living falls short of our understanding, and our actions betray our commitment.  

Scholars point out that since the Fall, we human beings have been underperforming. Made in the image of 

God, yet preferring to believe the serpent, we have not lived up to our Creator’s design. Therefore, we must 

not be too hard on Nicodemus, for in reality, he is one of us and we are all in this together. 

The Math of the Kingdom 



 
 

Jesus says that “No one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above” (3:3). And then a 

moment later, he says that “No one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit” 

(3:5). 

Now, these two verses are the only times in the entire Gospel of John that Jesus uses the phrase, “the 

kingdom of God.” And his only other reference to “kingdom” at all in John comes when he is on trial 

before Pilate and he asserts that his “kingdom is not of this world” (18:36). 

At the same time, scholars inform us, that this is the only reference in all of Jesus’ teachings to this image 

of being born again, or anew, or from above. 

It seems from Nicodemus’ response that he interpreted Jesus to mean “again,” for he asked about entering 

“a second time into his mother’s womb” (3:4). He understood it to be a second, an “again” birth. 

When Jesus rephrased his teaching about entering the kingdom, however, he replaced the original adverb 

with the phrase “born of water and Spirit” (3:5). He also echoed Nicodemus’ word “enter,” but redirected 

it. Therefore, the issue is not about entering a womb, but entering the kingdom of God. It is not going back 

but is moving forward. 

So it is that there is a kingdom that is not of this world (18:36), and entering it requires a birth that is not of 

this world. It is a new birth! 

Trinitarian Salvation 

One of the great pluses of John’s Gospel is its attentiveness to the Trinity, though that word is never 

mentioned. But John definitely offers us a glimpse into the relationship between the Father, the Son, and 

the Spirit. Scholars inform us that in this brief passage we see how each person of the Trinity is at work in 

our salvation.  

The role of the Father is hinted at immediately in Nicodemus’ insight about Jesus: “Rabbi, we know that 

you are a teacher who has come from God…” (3:2). The “Rabbi” and “teacher” labels point out an 

incomplete understanding of who Jesus is, of course, but Nicodemus was right that Jesus had come from 

God. And Jesus states that explicitly when he declares in verse 16 that “God so loved the world that he 

gave his only Son.” When we focus on our salvation at its origin, we will always find ourselves at the heart 

of the Father.  

Jesus also reveals the work of the Son to Nicodemus, and it goes way beyond rabbi and teacher. Jesus 

points back to that story from Israel’s wilderness era of the serpent on the pole. That story suggests a 

malady, a remedy from God, a cross, and a cure that is attained by faith. Faith in the Son is the key to 

eternal life. 



 
 

Finally, we recognize that new life begins with a new birth. And that birth is the work of the Spirit. Jesus 

acknowledged the mysterious nature of the Spirit’s work in verse 8 of our scripture lesson. 

Thus, we are told that the Father sent the Son because of love for the world. The Son became the 

prescription on a pole in order that we might be saved and have eternal life. And while the Father sent the 

Son once, and the Son was lifted up once, the Spirit is continuously doing a work in our lives. 

Bottom line, it is God for us (Father), God with us (Son), and God in us (Holy Spirit). 

Jesus says to Nicodemus and to us, “No one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above” 

(3:3). 

Action Plan 

1. What does Jesus teach about how one enters God’s kingdom? 

2. What evidence in this scripture lesson do we see of how the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit work in 

concert to bring about our salvation?  

 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

God’s Love as Victory Over Death 

Spring Quarter: God Loves Us 

Unit 2: God’s Caring, Saving, and Upholding Love 

Sunday school lesson for the week of April 16, 2017  

By Dr. Hal Brady 

Lesson Scripture: John 20:1-10; 1 Peter 1:3-5, 8-9 

Background Scripture: 19:38-42; John 20:1-10; 1 Peter 1:3-9 

Someone told about a friend who was caught in an elevator in New York City during a power failure. He 

was caught along with several other people, all strangers to one another. They were riding up in the 

elevator, shoulder to shoulder, not speaking, when suddenly the elevator jerked to a stop. Immediately, 

everything went dark. The friend said fear and panic took over. Everyone talked at once, and then they all 

got quiet.  

That’s a pretty good description of the “night” – an elevator full of people in the darkness out of power.  

Scholars inform us that the symbolism of night and darkness is a characteristic of the Gospel of John. 

Among the references to darkness found there, we are told that Nicodemus came to Jesus at night (John 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/


 
 

3:1). Evidently he didn’t want anyone to see him. At the Last Supper, after Judas Iscariot, the betrayer, had 

received the bread he immediately went out (John 13:30). The scripture makes clear, “it was night.” Jesus 

himself gave warning when he said, “people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil” 

(John 3:14). The point is, it was night which incorporated the death of Jesus. It was night when all hope 

ended for the followers of Jesus. 

But our scripture lesson says, “Early on the first day of the week, while it was dark, Mary Magdalene came 

to the tomb…” (John 20:1). Why did Mary come in the middle of the night? As Fleming Rutledge, well 

known Episcopal priest, put it, “One thing is for sure. She does not come expecting the Resurrection.” 

From John’s account, it is unclear what Mary intended to do since the stone would have prohibited her 

from accessing the corpse to care for it. However, she was surprised to find the stone already moved, so she 

ran to tell Peter and another disciple of her concern that Jesus’ body had been taken. 

According to scholars, “the other disciple” is a phrase that appears five times in John’s Gospel. Here he is 

also identified as the one “whom Jesus loved,” which is the designation applied to this disciple on four 

other occasions in John. Near the end of the Gospel, that same disciple is recognized as the one “who is 

testifying to these things and has written them” (John 21:24). This, of course, pointedly suggests the 

common assumption that “the other disciple” is John. 

So, then, it was to Peter and John that Mary went with the news, and they immediately set out for the tomb. 

Perhaps being the younger of the two, John outran Peter to the tomb. But when they came to the tomb, 

while John looked in, Peter entered the tomb. 

We are reminded that the tomb should not be confused with our traditional image of a grave. We 

traditionally dig deep holes in the ground and then we cover with dirt the remains of the deceased. It would 

be nearly impossible for visitors to enter a grave. But our understanding is that the tomb in which Jesus was 

buried was more like a room that had been carved out of rock (Matthew 27:60). Therefore, the body was 

laid there, but not buried. And that is why the tomb could be entered by these visitors.  

We will remember that at first John bent down and looked into the tomb and saw “the linen wrappings 

lying there” (John 20:5). Later, things began to happen in John’s mind, even as he entered the tomb and 

viewed the linens at close range. If someone had removed Jesus’ body, why should they leave the grave 

clothes? And then something else struck John – the arrangement of the grave clothes were not disturbed or 

disarranged. No thief who had stolen a body would leave behind such carefully set-aside wrappings. The 

whole point is that the grave clothes did not look as if they had been put off or taken off. They were lying 

there in their regular folds as if the body of Jesus had simply evaporated out of them and left them lying. 

All this suddenly penetrated to John’s mind and heart. He realized what had happened and he believed. He 

believed that the empty tomb bore witness to Jesus’ having conquered death. 

Broadly speaking, it appears that the disciples did not anticipate events based on Scripture. Even though 

Jesus himself foretold what would happen to him, they kept being surprised. As we have been reminded, it 



 
 

was only after events had occurred that they came to understand them in light of Scripture. And, of course, 

for the most part, this is standard human experience. 

Verse 10 says, “Then the disciples returned to their homes.” Because no word for home or shelter or 

dwelling is used here in the original Greek, one scholar prefers the “Young’s Literal Translation,” which 

says that they went away again unto their own “friends.” They were visitors in Jerusalem, and so it seems 

more likely that they would return to their group than to “their homes.”  

The Nature of the Victory  

Who of us who cheered for the Atlanta Falcons in Super Bowl 51 will ever forget that game? As you recall, 

the Falcons were leading 28-3 late in the third quarter and looked like they had the Lombardi trophy, 

symbol of football supremacy, in the bag. But then we watched in disbelief as quarterback Tom Brady and 

the New England Patriots relentlessly stormed back in one of the greatest comebacks in sports history and 

defeated the Falcons in overtime. Fans in the stadium and those millions of us watching on television were 

absolutely stunned in disbelief.  

During the events of Holy Week, however, the scene is even more dramatic. The game is lost and time has 

run out at the cross. Toward the end, the opponents had taunted Jesus and mocked him to make a comeback 

(Matthew 27:39-44). But in their mocking they knew he couldn’t do it. No one could come back from the 

cross. 

So, following the game, the crowds dispersed. The antagonists went home happy and gleeful. Their side 

had won: Jesus was finally dead and out of the way. The others who had supported Jesus had also left but 

were overcome with grief and sadness. The One on whom they had placed their hopes had been crucified. 

The scoreboard had been turned off; and the game was in the record books. 

A hillside that had earlier been filled with teeming crowds is left with Nicodemus and Joseph struggling 

with the dead weight of Jesus’ corpse. It was the very least of what they could for him now. 

But then it happens! Mary goes to the tomb. Then Peter. Then John. And in the face of their natural 

disbelief, they suddenly begin to realize what has happened. It is unthinkable! They are witnessing the 

greatest comeback ever. The game that was already lost has been won, even after it was over. As scholars 

remind us, no one saw this coming, even though Jesus himself had predicted it. That is the remarkable 

nature of this victory.  

Nell Mohney, well-known author, wrote book a few years ago with the title “Don’t Put a Period Where 

God Put a Comma.” This is the message of Holy Week! 

The Un-nature of the Victory 

It is not unusual on Easter Sunday for well-meaning leaders and preachers to point to the signs of spring 

outside and tell about the resurrection of Jesus. They will tell about flowers, leaves, and new life, and it 

will be lovely indeed. 



 
 

But as scholars point out, it will also be somewhat misleading. Nature does not provide an adequate 

analogy for the resurrection of Jesus. If what happened in that empty tomb happened in nature, then there 

would be no objections or skepticism from our scientific-minded culture. 

At this time of the year, the trees do have new growth. Simply stated, the leaves are beautiful signs of life. 

And after the bareness of winter, these new leaves are truly welcome. But note that these leaves are not 

resurrection. 

Last fall, the leaves on the trees turned yellow, orange, and red. After that, they turned brown, fell from the 

trees and were dead. Piles of dead leaves could be seen everywhere. 

The question is, where are these dead leaves now? What has happened to them? Wherever they are, they 

are not green and growing on the branches of the trees. The leaves that were dead are still dead. They are 

more dead now than they were last November. Almost needless to say, they did not come back to life. And, 

as we are reminded, those trees that are adorned in new life were never dead. 

If the trees themselves had died last fall, then they wouldn’t have leaves today. 

On the other hand, what happened to Jesus does not happen in nature. As scholars make clear, in nature, 

living things keep living until they die and once they die, they stay dead. However, Jesus died, and then he 

lived again. And having died, he now lives eternally. For sure, that is not natural at all. 

The Personal Nature of the Victory 

In our scripture lesson, we have been focusing on the remarkable nature of the victory of Christ in the 

resurrection. And now we come upon another critical aspect of that victory. It is personal. 

As we understand, the other disciple looked into the tomb, saw what was – and wasn’t – there, and he 

believed. If, in fact, that other disciple was the author of the Gospel of John, then we can begin to grasp 

something of the significance of that moment and that account. For think about how John’s Gospel 

understands belief. 

The author of John’s Gospel explains that his whole purpose in writing is “so that you may come to 

believe” (20:31). The witness of John the Baptist was “so that all might believe” (1:7). Scholars inform us 

that time after time, the pivotal, personal question Jesus asks in John’s Gospel is: “Do you believe?” (1:50, 

9:35; 14:10; 16:31). 

Belief in Jesus leads to becoming children of God (1:12), eternal life (3:16, 6:40), and freedom from 

condemnation (3:18). 

Consequently, when the narrator says that the other disciple “saw and believed” (20:8) it is a moment of 

immense significance. The victory of Christ in the resurrection has personal consequences and impact 

when a person believes. By faith, Jesus’ victory becomes my victory, your victory, as it offers each of us 

freedom and life and makes us a child of God. 



 
 

And we are told that this is also the same good news that Peter shared with his audience. The resurrection 

is not a victory at a distance. Rather, through it, “he has given us a new birth into a living hope…(and) an 

inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, unfading and kept in heaven for you (I Peter 1:3,4). 

So Jesus won the victory on Easter Sunday. And while we contributed nothing to that victory, by faith, we 

can claim it personally as our own. Thanks be to God! 

The late William Sloan Coffin was speaking for numbers of us when he said, “I myself believe 

passionately in the resurrection of Jesus Christ because in my own life I have experienced Christ not as a 

memory, but as a presence.” I say again, “Thanks be to God.” Happy Easter! 

Action Plan 

1. Have class members discuss why nature does not provide an adequate analogy for the resurrection 

of Jesus. 

2. Why is what the other disciple “saw and believed” important? (John 20:8) 

 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

OBITUARIES 

Rev. Joe L. Reynolds 

Reverend Joe L. Reynolds, 80, of Oakfield, went home to be with Jesus on Thursday, March 16, 2017. 

Funeral services were conducted at 2:00 p.m., Monday, March 20, 2017 in the chapel of Hall and Hall 

Funeral Home. Rev. Robin Chaplin officiated and interment followed in the Riverside Cemetery with 

military honors. 

Born May 22, 1936, Rev. Reynolds was the son of the late Joseph Stephen Reynolds and Berta Lou 

Evarson. He served his country in the United States Navy Seebees and retired as a police officer with the 

Albany Police Department with 25 years of service. He was also a Methodist minister and served as 

pastor of Trinity United Methodist Church of Albany. He was a member of the local F.O.P. and The 

American Legion. He raised, bred and showed guppies, built model military dioramas and played and 

sung in a gospel group with his beloved wife and daughter. 

In addition to his parents, Rev. Reynolds was preceded in death by his first wife, Reva Leanora 

Reynolds; two sons, Robert and Anthony Reynolds; daughter, Janet Reynolds; step-daughter, Tammy 

Renee Evers and step-son, Christopher Keith Cyr. 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/


 
 

Survivors include his loving wife, Elizabeth Ormsby Reynolds; sons, Joe Lee Reynolds, Jr. and Crystal 

of Albany, Brian Wade Reynolds and Angie of Leesburg, Guy William Cyr and Sandy of Oakfield; 

daughter, Jody Price and Daniel of Worth County; 18 grandchildren and 17 great-grandchildren. 

Condolences and memories may be shared at www.hallandhallfuneralhome.com.  

Hall and Hall Funeral Home was given the honor to serve the Reynolds family. 

Mrs. Jane Inman Shirah 

Jane Inman Shirah died on March 21, 2017. She was the daughter of Benjamin Stinson Inman and Pearl 

McDonald Inman. Born in Thomasville, Georgia, she was educated in the Thomasville public schools. 

She attended the University of Georgia, Florida State University, and graduated from Valdosta State 

University. 

For 65 years she was married to Dr. A. Jason Shirah, a minister in The United Methodist Church, 

serving alongside him in ways that endeared her to congregations wherever they went. She was a 

member of Wesley Monumental United Methodist Church in Savannah since 1976. She was a leader in 

her own right, serving as President of United Methodist Women in Wesley Monumental Church for two 

terms and as President of the Savannah District United Methodist Women for two terms. The Jane 

Shirah Circle of United Methodist Women in Wesley Monumental Church bears her name, which 

honors her devoted service. Two circles of United Methodist Women, the Monday afternoon group and 

the circle named for her were formed during her Presidency. She was a greeter at the sanctuary door on 

Sunday mornings at the worship service for many years and knew the congregation as well as her 

husband who was pastor. 

Mrs. Shirah served as President of the Ardsley Park Garden Club and was active in the affairs of the 

Savannah Garden Club Council. Her interest and time were devoted to the Chatham County Garden 

Center on Eisenhower Drive. For a long time she served as Trustee of the White Rose Garden 

Endowment at the Garden Center. For several years she held membership on the Board of Directors of 

the Wesley Community Centers of Savannah under the auspices of the United Methodist Church. 

Having a lifelong interest in history, she served on the South Georgia Conference United Methodist 

Commission on Archives and History. 

For a long expanse of time she worked with Historic Savannah Foundation and Gray Line Tours as a 

tour guide, exposing visitors to the beauty and history of the city that she loved. She was a member of 

the PEO women’s organization. 

Mrs. Shirah carried her youthful buoyant spirit into her senior years always eager to bring 

encouragement and cheer wherever they were needed. Her family enthroned her in its affection; her 

husband said of her, “she was the finest person I have ever known.” 

She is survived by four daughters and their husbands: Jane Shirah Stump (Robert), Fort Valley; Mary 

Shirah Snyder, Columbus; Anne Shirah, Excel, Alabama; Martha Shirah Brumbeloe (David), 

http://www.hallandhallfuneralhome.com/


 
 

Cartersville; 10 grandchildren: Jason Stump (Jennifer), David Stump (Jennifer), Susanna Stump Zeigler 

(Sanford), Benjamin Snyder (Michelle), Mary Catherine Snyder Cox (Chris), Laura Snyder, Jane Inman 

Edenfield (Sharon), Allison Edenfield, Sarah Brumbeloe Lewis (Cameron), Christopher Brumbeloe; 

seven great grandchildren: Owen and Wyatt Stump, Jack and Caroline Stump, Benjamin and Annabelle 

Snyder, Manning Zeigler; one sister, Eleanor Inman Turrentine, Atlanta; one sister-in-law, Betty Ann 

Inman, St. Simons Island. 

The funeral service was conducted at the Page Cemetery, Byromville, GA, on Friday, March 24, 2017. 

Flowers gratefully received, or if preferred memorials: Wesley Monumental United Methodist Church, 

Permanent Endowment Fund, 429 Abercorn St., Savannah, GA 31401; Chatham County Garden Center, 

1388 Eisenhower Dr., Savannah, GA 31406; Wesley Community Center, 1601 Drayton St., Savannah, 

GA 31401. 

The family would like to thank Brookside Glen, Gentiva Hospice, caregivers Margie Watley, Tammy 

Phillips, and Sherry Davis for their compassionate care. 

Condolences may be offered at www.shcolumbus.com.  

Rev. Ramus Guy Freeman 

Reverend Ramus Guy Freeman, age 89, of Tennille, went to his heavenly home, Sunday, March 26, 

2017, at his residence following an extended illness. Funeral services were held Thursday, March 30 at 

Tennille United Methodist Church with burial in Zeta Cemetery in Tennille. Reverend Dr. George 

Freeman and Reverend Randall Smith officiated. 

Pallbearers were his grandsons, Brandon Freeman, Jim Freeman, Scott Freeman, Will Freeman, Charlie 

Watson, and John Watson. 

Reverend Freeman was a native of Washington County, the son of the late Lester Freeman and the late 

Ollie Ross Freeman. He was predeceased by his son, Robbie Lamont Freeman, two brothers, Lester 

Monroe Freeman and Maynard Freeman, and grandson, Sean Freeman. 

After graduation from high school, Mr. Freeman attended Mercer, Georgia Teachers College, Georgia 

Southern College and Auburn University. He was licensed to preach on May 23, 1944. He officially 

retired in June 1986, but continued to preach until June 2007. He served 21 appointments including 55 

churches. Rev. Freeman was involved in the Town and County Church Program of the South Georgia 

Conference and Southeastern Jurisdiction for many years. 

Survivors are his wife of 70 plus years, Betty Sellers Freeman of Tennille; two daughters, Karen Watson 

and her husband Glenn of Bonaire, and Kristi Fuss and her husband Scott of Covington; son, Stephen 

Freeman and his wife Sallie of Woodstock; 11 grandchildren; nine great grandchildren; daughter in law, 

Pennie Freeman of Tampa, FL.; sister, Catherine Freeman Orr and her husband Charles of Tennille; two 

brothers, Dr. G. Ross Freeman of Conyers and Oran Freeman and his wife Sara of Riverdale; and sister 

in law, Martha Freeman of Knoxville, TN. 

http://www.shcolumbus.com/


 
 

The family suggests donations be made to Tennille United Methodist Church, P.O. Box 265, Tennille, 

Ga. 31089. 

Mrs. Frances Ramsey 

Frances Smith Ramsey, 89, of Columbus, Georgia died Thursday, March 30, 2017, at Gentiva Hospice. 

Funeral services were held Sunday, April 2, 2017, at St. Luke United Methodist Church with burial in 

Riverside Cemetery in Macon on Monday, April 3. Rev. Robert Beckum, Rev. Keith Goodlett, and Rev. 

Cindy Garrard officiated. 

Mrs. Ramsey was born June 16, 1927, in Macon, GA, the daughter of Charles and Walton Wigins 

Smith. She graduated from Miller High School in Macon and from Wesleyan College (1949). Mrs. 

Ramsey continued her studies and received her Master’s Degree in Christian Education from Emory 

University’s Candler School of Theology. 

Before her marriage, she served as the Director of Christian Education for the First UMC of West Point, 

GA and Mulberry Street UMC in Macon. Mrs. Ramsey later taught English literature and was also a 

librarian for four years in Tifton, GA. She served and worked with all of the churches of which her 

husband, Dr. Gilbert L. Ramsey, was pastor, including Adel First UMC, Pittman Park, Statesboro, 

Tifton UMC, Porterfield UMC, Albany, St. Paul and St. Luke UMC in Columbus, and the Savannah and 

Columbus Districts of the South Georgia Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church.  

In her early years, Mrs. Ramsey worked with the youth serving as youth counselor. Her last years of 

working were involved with the visitors and new members welcome committee of St. Luke. She was 

instrumental in the growth of the fellowship dinners at St. Paul United Methodist Church in Columbus 

and a member of St. Luke’s Adelphian Study Club as well as several garden clubs. She was a volunteer 

at Callaway Gardens for 13 years, working in the Sibley Center and the Butterfly Center. Mrs. Ramsey 

was also an active volunteer with the Meals on Wheels program. 

Mrs. Ramsey was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, Dr. Gilbert L. Ramsey; sisters, Ella 

Mae Smith and Ruth Smith Cooper; and her brother, Lewis Y. Smith. Survivors include her daughter, 

Pamela Ramsey Hatch (Jay A.); son, Gilbert Lee Ramsey, Jr. (Mary Leslie); and three grandchildren, 

Ashley Frances Aldrich (Ethan), Shelley Ramsey Johnson (Patrick), and Luke Ramsey; and a great-

grandson, Hudson Aldrich. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made to St. Luke UMC, The Open Door 

Community House of Columbus, or a charity of your choice in memory of Mrs. Ramsey. 

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – April 

4/01 – Edgar Chance: PO Box 524; Wrens, GA 30833 

4/01 – Danny Treadway: 1417 Peabody Dr.; Maryville, TN 37803 



 
 

4/05 – O.C. Dean, Jr.: 265 Three Oaks Dr.; Athens, GA 30607 

4/05 – Kay Stanaland: PO Box 905; Murrells Inlet, SC 29576 

4/07 – Jim Hamlin: PO Box 645; Roberta, GA 31078 

4/08 – Terry DeLoach: 209 Dixie St.; Brooklet, GA 30415 

4/09 – Sandra Henry: 111 Laurel Overlook; Canton, GA 30114 

4/09 – Glenn McCranie: PO Box 493; Grandy, NC 27939 

4/12 – Tim Bagwell: 192 Barrington Hall Dr.; Macon, GA 31220 

4/15 – Jerry Lott: 9252 Holland Rd.; Cobbtown, GA 30420 

4/16 – Nick Hazelton: 517 Ferncliff Terrace; Macon, GA 31204 

4/16 – Barbara Nelson: 1106 Merrill Dr.; Dublin, GA 31021 

4/16 – Tom Nichols: 54 Diamond Causeway; Savannah, GA 31411 

4/16 – Jimmy Sharp: PO Box 155; Vienna, GA 31092 

4/18 – Frances Howell: PO Box 658; Midway, GA 31320 

4/19 – Betty Sue Brantley: 210 Moseley St.; Vidalia, GA 30474 

4/22 – Fred Maddox: 200 Highland Rd.; Statesboro, GA 30458 

4/24 – Willie Lucas: 607 Holloway Ave.; Albany, GA 31701 

4/25 – James McLendon: 151 Sullivan Dr.; Homer, GA 30547 

4/27 – B.J. Funk: PO Box 187; Chula, GA 31733 

4/28 – Bert Alexander: PO Box 964; Pine Mountain, GA 31822 

4/28 – Michael McAfee: 3 Porchester Ct.; Columbus, GA 31907 

4/29 – Sam Watkins: 1937 E. DeRenne Ave., Savannah, GA 31406 

4/30 – Don Kea: 5300 Zebulon Rd., Garden Home 20; Macon, GA 31210   

 

Riverside UMC donates more than 300 books to local school 

“Oh, the Places You’ll Go” when God is at work! 

Recently, Rev. Chip Strickland, pastor of Riverside United Methodist Church in Macon, had the joy of 

preaching a series on Nehemiah and the rebuilding of the wall. The series was followed by a sermon 

using Paul’s challenge to the church to “Be all things to all people.” Rev. Strickland was able to share 

his vision of what God had given him for Riverside UMC to do in the coming year.  

One of the visions that Rev. Strickland had was for Riverside UMC to partner with Northwood 

Academy, a neighboring school for students with special needs and the primary school for pre-K in Bibb 

County. The goal was for Riverside UMC to be able to give each student a new or gently used book to 

take home as their very own. Nehemiah took 52 days to rebuild the wall because of God working 

through His people. God working through a few of Riverside UMC’s congregants allowed Riverside to 

present more than 320 books to the students and teachers of Northwood Academy. Astonishingly, this 

was done over about a two-week period rather than a whole year.  

A few folks started trying to get enough books for a class and God used these folks and blessed their 

efforts. Thirty books became more than 300 because of God’s blessings. The ladies who were with Rev. 

Strickland when the books were delivered saw the blessing on each child’s face. The beauty of excited 



 
 

children was great but cannot compare with the beautiful blessing that the ladies and Rev. Strickland 

carried as they left the school. 

 

Wynnton UMC sponsors Eleventh Annual Midtown Classic 5K Run and One Mile Fun 

Run 

On Saturday, April 22, Wynnton UMC will sponsor and host the Eleventh Annual Midtown Classic 5K 

Run and One Mile Fun Run. The One Mile Fun Run begins at 8:00 am where you may walk or run. The 

5K Race begins at 9:00 am. 

Wynnton UMC is proud to reside in and support the midtown area in all its beauty and charm! The race 

course will begin at Wynnton UMC and run through the Lakebottom area and then return to the 

Wynnton UMC site. All age groups will participate and awards will be given from ages 0-75+. 

The proceeds of this community event will support the Wynnton Neighborhood Network which is a 

non-profit organization that provides food and other necessities to families in Midtown Columbus; and 

Wynnton Neighborhood Housing, a non-profit organization that improves the quality of life through the 

elimination of substandard housing in the East Wynnton Neighborhood and Backpacks of Grace, a 

ministry providing food for elementary students on the weekends. 

Following the race, Wynnton UMC will host an after-race party providing free food and drinks for all 

participants and their families. There will also be music, door prizes and awards! 

You may call the church at 706-324-2424 or visit the website at www.wynntonumc.org for more 

information. 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 4/3/2017 edition 

Good Friday – April 14 

Easter – April 16 

South Georgia Conference Comprehensive School – April 17-18 

The 2017 South Georgia Annual Conference Comprehensive School presents “Foundations 

for Preaching and Teaching: The Eternal God Speaks to These Changing Times.” The school is set for 

April 17-18 in the Spiritual Life Center at The Methodist Home for Children and Youth in Macon. Dr. 

John Oswalt, Professor of Old Testament at Asbury Theological Seminary will be the featured speaker. 

Dr. Oswalt will teach from the Major and Minor Prophets of the Old Testament, to increase the 

confidence and skills of pastors in preaching and teaching the whole of Scripture. Participants may find 

themselves surprised by insights into the relevance of even the Old Testament in leading the Church for 

http://www.wynntonumc.org/


 
 

successful Christian living in the 21st Century. Cost of the seminar is $50, payable online or at the door. 

Fee covers continuing education credit and lunch on Tuesday. In the early 1990s, The South Georgia 

Annual Conference created The Comprehensive School to improve and facilitate quality continuing 

education opportunities for our ministers. Additional details and registration are available 

at www.comprehensiveschool.org. For questions, contact sgacomprehensiveschool@gmail.com. Click 

here to visit the website. Click here to download the brochure. 

South Georgia Eagles’ Picnic – April 20 

The South Georgia Eagles will gather for their annual Eagles Picnic at noon on April 20 at McRae First 

UMC. The McRae United Methodist Men are providing a fish fry lunch with the trimmings; attendees 

are asked to bring a salad or dessert. RSVP to Rev. Buddy Whatley at cbwhatley@hotmail.com. Please 

tell your retired clergy friends that the Eagles are gathering. 

United Methodist Men’s Annual Retreat – April 21-22 

South Georgia’s United Methodist Men will gather for their annual retreat April 21-22 at Epworth By 

The Sea on St. Simons Island, Ga. Rev. Dr. Craig Rikard will be the retreat speaker. Download the 

brochure Housing Registration: Epworth By The Sea. A golf tournament will be held on Friday, April 

21 at Sanctuary Cove Golf Course in Waverly, Ga. Registration Form & Hole Sponsorship 

Early Response Team Training, Hahira – April 22 

An ERT Training will be held Saturday, April 22 at Hahira UMC. The ERT training time is from 8 a.m. 

until 1 p.m. Click here to register. Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to 

respond in the immediate aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the 

training, participants will receive an ERT Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive 

an UMCOR ID Badge and a T-shirt. Background checks are required before receiving badges. Please 

provide proof of background check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are applicable. Lunch is also 

included in the cost. To schedule an ERT training/chainsaw training, please contact Luis Morales at 

morhilll@gmail.com. 

The Methodist Children’s Home Celebration Day – April 22 

The Methodist Home for Children and Youth invites you to Celebration Day: An Open House. This 

annual celebration will be held at the Macon campus on Saturday, April 22 from 10:30 a.m. until 2 p.m. 

Goodness grows at The Methodist Home, and guests are invited to tour the Home (tours available at 11 

a.m., 11:30 a.m., noon, 12:30 p.m., and 1 p.m.), meet the children, and plant flower seeds of hope. Also 

enjoy the “Cruisin’ for Kids” car, truck, and motorcycle show, presented by the Middle Georgia 

Mustang Club. 

 

Delicious BBQ lunches, including freshly pulled BBQ pork, baked beans, coleslaw, potato chips, and a 

drink, will be available for $8. And for dessert, grab some goodies at the baked goods table. All 

proceeds benefit the Home's children. Click here to view a flyer 

https://www.comprehensiveschool.org/
mailto:sgacomprehensiveschool@gmail.com
http://www.comprehensiveschool.org/
http://www.comprehensiveschool.org/
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/files_library/compschool+brochure+2017.pdf
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https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/umm+2017+annual+retreat.pdf
https://www.hform.com/form.cgi?10880994
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/UMM+Golf+Tournament+2017.doc
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingHahira
mailto:morhilll@gmail.com
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/methodisthomecelebrationday2017.pdf


 
 

Sexual Ethics Workshop – April 25 

Click here to register for the April workshop. According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this 

workshop is REQUIRED EVERY (3) THREE YEARS for any person serving under appointment by the 

bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). Cost is $35, which includes 

lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to South Georgia Conference. To register, 

click on the link below. For questions, please email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note that spouses 

and lay employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop. 

Early Response Team and Chainsaw Training, St. Simons – April 29 

An ERT and Chainsaw Training will be held Saturday, April 29 at St. Simons UMC. The ERT training 

time is from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. and the chainsaw training time is from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. Click here to 

register. Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to respond in the immediate 

aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the training, participants will 

receive an ERT Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive an UMCOR ID Badge 

and a T-shirt. Background checks are required before receiving badges. Please provide proof of 

background check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are applicable. Lunch is also included in the 

cost. *Chainsaw training requirements: complete and pass ERT training offered in the morning or hold 

current ERT badge. Cost for chainsaw training only is $12. If taken following the ERT class in the 

morning $6. The cost includes your textbook and badge. This chainsaw training will be demonstration 

and lecture style. There must be six participants for a chainsaw course to make. To schedule an ERT 

training/chainsaw training, please contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com.  

Wesley Glen Ministries’ Fish Fry – April 29 

Wesley Glen's annual fish fry is the place to be for good food, good music, and great fellowship. Join us 

for a fun-filled day! Additional Information 

Native American Ministries Sunday – April 30 

On Native American Ministries Sunday, United Methodists cultivate and support urban missions with 

Native Americans and fund scholarships for Native American seminarians. Your annual conference 

retains 50 percent of the offering is to strengthen and develop Native American ministries. However, if 

no Native American ministries exist in the conference, the entire offering is remitted to the General 

Council on Finance and Administration for Native American ministries in other areas. The remaining 50 

percent of the offering expands mission work with the Native American Urban Initiative and provides 

scholarships for Native Americans attending United Methodist and other approved schools of theology. 

Is it easier to learn Native American traditions from a Native American or an Irish American? This is 

why the Native American Ministries Sunday offering is critical – to continue the traditions and nurture 

the gifts of Native Americans. Click here for resources to help promote this special Sunday. 

#millennial: opening our doors conference – May 4-6 

The Southwest District of the South Georgia Conference and Next Step Ministry is sponsoring a 

conference at Veterans Memorial State Park in Cordele, Ga., for clergy and laity May 4-6. The purpose 

https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshop-April252017
mailto:cpcassistant@sgaumc.com
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingStSimonsUMC
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingStSimonsUMC
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http://www.sgaumc.org/eventdetail/www.wesleyglenministries.com
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/native-american-ministries-sunday


 
 

will be to aid churches in attracting and engaging young people in our congregations. For more 

information visit the event website at www.swdistrictumc.org.  

 

Scripture Readings – April 3 

April 9 

Palm/Passion Sunday 

Liturgy of the Palms 

Matthew 21:1-11 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

Liturgy of the Passion 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Psalm 31:9-16 (UMH 764) 

Philippians 2:5-11 

Matthew 26:14-27 

or  

Matthew 27:11-54 

April 10 

Monday of Holy Week 
Isaiah 42:1-9 

Psalm 36:5-11 (UMH 771) 

Hebrews 9:11-15 

John 12:1-11 

April 11 

Tuesday of Holy Week 

Isaiah 49:1-7 

Psalm 71:1-14 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

John 12:20-36 

April 12 

Wednesday of Holy Week 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Psalm 70 (UMH 793) 

Hebrews 12:1-3 

John 13:21-32 

April 13 

Holy Thursday / Maundy Thursday 
Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14 

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 (UMH 837) 

http://www.swdistrictumc.org/


 
 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

April 14 

Holy Friday / Good Friday 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

Psalm 22 (UMH 752) 

Hebrews 10:16-25 

John 18:1-19:42 

April 15 

Holy Saturday 
Job 14:1-14 

Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16 (UMH 764) 

1 Peter 4:1-8 

Matthew 27:57-66 

or John 19:38-42  

April 16 

Easter Sunday 
Acts 10:34-43 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

Colossians 3:1-4 

John 20:1-18 

 


