
 
 

 

 

SOUTH GEORGIA ADVOCATE – JUNE 12 EDITION  

 

2017 Annual Conference session refreshing, rejuvenating, alive 

The Jekyll Island Convention Center was filled with red as the South Georgia Annual Conference 

celebrated Pentecost and convened for its 151st session Sunday, June 4.  

Meeting under the theme “Alive Together in Christ,” this year’s Annual Conference session was held 

June 4 through June 7 at the new, oceanfront locale. 

With beautiful views, ocean breezes, and a new facility, the conference had a casual, relaxed, family 

friendly atmosphere. 

“I have really enjoyed our South Georgia Annual Conference this year,” said Rev. Tony Crosby, pastor 

of Epworth United Methodist Church in Columbus. “I have always enjoyed being together at our 

meetings. Some see conference as a chore, but whether or not I am ‘working’ while at the conference or 

just attending as a part of the connection, I always find it refreshing. Being on the beach this year has 

added even more to the refreshing.” 

Bishop R. Lawson Bryan, presiding over his first annual conference session since becoming South 

Georgia’s episcopal leader, thought the conference was filled with joy and hopefulness. 

“I felt a very hopeful spirit that will allow us to impact our communities in a very positive way as people 

of hope,” he said. 

He also felt that the conference theme was evident in every aspect of conference, and says he 

experienced being alive together in Christ with those gathered for the session. 

“I feel like this is more than a slogan; I feel like this is really how the conference operates,” Bishop 

Bryan said. “There was a sense of aliveness, a great sense of togetherness, and a deep sense of devotion 

to Christ as the common bond that unites us. So I really did feel like it demonstrated what it looks like to 

be alive together in Christ.” 

Teaching moments and practical tools 



 
 

The “Alive Together in Christ” theme was woven throughout the Annual Conference session as Dr. 

Lovett Weems, Distinguished Professor of Christian Leadership at Wesley Theological Seminary, taught 

three sessions based on his book, “Overflow: Increase Worship Attendance and Bear More Fruit.” Each 

of the sessions were geared toward helping the conference achieve its goal of increasing average 

worship attendance by 10 percent. 

On Monday, Dr. Weems challenged congregations to ask themselves, “Are we ready for guests?” and to 

critically assess worship services and pay attention to what is happening in the church and service. 

Growing churches plan, prepare, and revise, he said, always paying close attention to worship planning 

and what happens in the first two minutes of the worship service. 

“Are you ready for guests?” Dr. Weems asked. “Make sure the ground is ready for crops.”    

On Tuesday Dr. Weems continued to give practical tools for growing worship attendance.  

“Leaders ask good questions,” he said. “They don’t have to have all the answers, but ask good 

questions.”  

He challenged the conference to pay attention to those who are present, those who are visiting, and those 

who are missing.  

In his third and final teaching moment, Dr. Weems focused on worship that bears fruit and urged 

congregations to do the hard work it takes to get the desired results.  

“The harvest only comes after the planting, after the plowing, after the tending.” God’s fruitfulness is 

sometimes long in coming, he said, but reminded us that “if churches can change, they can grow.” 

Bishop Bryan presented attendees with a “Vital Signs for Healthy Congregations Assessment Tool” that 

can be used for personal reflection as well as direction for critical conversations within local 

congregations. More tools can be found at www.sgaumc.org/vitalsigns.  

“The teaching sessions, the handout, “Overflow” – all of that gives us a very clear sense of direction that 

we do expect to see an increase in average worship attendance and that we have trained and equipped 

ourselves for that,” Bishop Bryan said. “We now go out of Annual Conference with a clear focus on 

being alive together in worship.” 

Vital Signs 

One highlight of this year’s Annual Conference session were the Vital Signs moments. These brief, 

interactive snapshots of ministries showed the various ways South Georgia agencies, ministries, and 

people are Alive Together in Christ. 

While some used video to tell their story, others featured quick question-and-answer sessions, and others 

told their stories through the giving of awards, all showcased the exciting and transformative work that’s 

being done through South Georgia clergy and laity. 

http://www.sgaumc.org/vitalsigns


 
 

“With the new theme ‘Alive Together in Christ,’ these segments were called ‘Vital Signs’ to showcase 

vibrant and vital ministries happening across the South Georgia Conference,” said Allison Lindsey, 

associate director of Connectional Ministries. “I loved the way these ‘Vital Signs’ evolved to be so 

interactive, informative, and creative through the various presentations. So many great things are 

happening across our Conference!” 

The business of Annual Conference 

Other important business of the Annual Conference was attended to during plenary sessions. 

During Monday’s plenary session, attendees heard the Lay Leader’s address, given by conference lay 

leader Gloria Morgan. Morgan highlighted the ways laity are serving their neighbors in each district and 

spreading the love of Christ. “South Georgia United Methodists are alive together in Christ and are 

telling our story,” she said. 

“The laity and clergy are working together to keep our commitment to making disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world. Together we can be a conference that is alive together in Christ.” 

Tuesday afternoon, the conference approved a motion brought by Rev. Josh Gale that says: “We, as the 

South Georgia Annual Conference, will create a team to revisit the subject of family health insurance 

policies specifically focused on finding options that will lower the premium. If options are found, they 

will be presented at the 2018 annual conference for a vote.” The Conference Board of Pensions and 

Health Benefits received this request and will explore options over the next year. 

It also approved five standing rules changes: change in policy on Church Professional Sexual 

Misconduct, change in the membership of the Georgia Commission on Higher Education and Collegiate 

Ministry, addition of a Conflict of Interest Policy, distribution of Nominations Report at Annual 

Conference, change of Rules of Order. (read standing rules changes 1-4 in the Book of 

Recommendations, pages 24-29; read standing rule change 5 here.) The fifth change is a move from the 

use of Robert’s Rules of Order at Annual Conference to The Modern Rules of Order. 

The Conference on Tuesday also voted on five Constitutional Amendments: Amendment 1: Gender 

Justice, Amendment 2: Inclusiveness, Amendment 3: Election of Delegates, Amendment 4: Episcopal 

Elections, Amendment 5: Accountability of Bishops. All five amendments were approved by a two-

thirds vote of the 2016 General Conference and now must be ratified by a two-thirds affirmative vote of 

the aggregate number of voting annual members. These amendments are being voted on at every annual 

conference session across the connection. The vote count on each amendment will be forwarded to the 

Secretary of the Council of Bishops, who will collect results from the whole Church. Final certification 

of the results occurs at the fall meeting of the Council of Bishops, and the results will be announced 

then. 

Tuesday afternoon the Conference also approved two resolutions: the first, a “Resolution in support of a 

Coordinated Action on Behalf of Undocumented Neighbors,” was written and submitted by South 

http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/2017BORRecommendationsSection.pdf
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/2017BORRecommendationsSection.pdf
http://www.resurrectionparishjohnstown.com/sites/default/files/Modernrulesoforder.pdf
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/2017BORConstitutionalAmendmentsSection.pdf


 
 

Georgia Hispanic pastors and allies. It calls on the presiding bishop to form a task force to develop a 

strategy to educate clergy and laity about the history of immigration and human and civil rights 

concerning undocumented members of society and to encourage South Georgia United Methodists to 

engage in works of piety and mercy towards their undocumented neighbors. The second resolution 

approved, the “Multiculturalism Taskforce Resolution,” resolves that the bishop appoint a diverse task 

force to consider the implications of multiculturalism education. 

Wednesday morning, Denman Evangelism Awards were presented Rev. Matt Hearn, pastor of Gateway 

Pooler, and Teri Nave, CFO at Harvest UMC in Byron. Both Rev. Hearn and Nave shared how they are 

spreading the love of Christ in their local churches. 

Throughout the four-day session, attendees heard four John Wesley Moments from beloved John 

Wesley historian Rev. Dave Hanson. In his final John Wesley moment, Rev. Hanson shared that John 

Wesley believed in preaching. 

“But he believed in going where the people are,” he said. “He encourages us to go out and be with the 

people.” 

During the four-day session, the Conference watched a video report from the Commission on a Way 

Forward; took action on nine church closings; heard the Board of Ordained Ministry report; recognized 

clergy who faithfully serve beyond the local church in an extension ministry appointment; received 

clergy into provisional membership and full conference membership; approved the Equitable 

Compensation Report and heard the need for a conference arrearage policy; heard the report of the 

conference personnel committee; approved the Board of Pensions and Health Benefits report; approved 

the conference trustees report; were greeted by Rev. Miguel Cancu Drullard, executive secretary of the 

Evangelical Church of the Dominican Republic, and Rev. Pedro Kery Johnson, president of the 

Evangelical Church of the Dominican Republic, a member denomination of The World Methodist 

Council; heard an update on the new Conference Center; approved the nominations report; celebrated 

the ministry of six pastors who have served 50 years in ministry; honored 19 retiring pastors; approved a 

2018 budget of $10,662,813; celebrated with individuals and churches who have received awards from 

various agencies and ministries throughout the conference; were “energized” with a song and dance by 

the kids from EPIC camp and the College Summer Camp Leadership team; showed appreciation for the 

hard work and gracious hospitality of the Coastal District and the Local Arrangements Committee as 

well as the Conference Worship Committee, Conference Secretary and all of those who work to put on 

Annual Conference; and accepted an invitation to hold the 2018 Annual Conference session on Jekyll 

Island June 3-6, 2018. 

South Georgia United Methodists were generous in their giving to missions and ministry. Giving totals 

to the 2017 offerings were: Special Offering for the South Georgia Conference Disaster Response fund: 

$24,886.51; Special Relief: $2,660.03; Ministerial Education Fund: $2,976.28. 

Services of Worship 



 
 

During Sunday evening’s opening worship service, Bishop James Swanson, episcopal leader of the 

Mississippi Conference and an ordained elder in the South Georgia Conference, “came home” to South 

Georgia to preach a rousing and passionate sermon about the Holy Spirit. 

“You have gathered in a beautiful, pristine place with cool breezes,” he said. “It is good to be home.” 

Introducing the conference theme of “Alive Together in Christ,” Bishop Swanson spoke of the Holy 

Spirit’s role in togetherness.  

“There is no togetherness without the power and presence of the Holy Spirit,” he said. “We can only be 

together and alive through the Holy Spirit.” 

Bishop Swanson enthusiastically reminded those gathered of God’s love, grace, and goodness. “He 

loved us into the Kingdom … United Methodists, it’s time we quit singing sad songs. God’s been too, 

too, good to us.” 

Monday evening, the Conference gathered for the service for the Ordination of Deacons and Elders with 

Commissioning. Bishop Bryan’s sermon, “When the wine runs out,” was from John 2:1-11, which 

recounts Jesus’ first miracle and the wedding at Cana. 

“My wine really had run out,” he said, recounting a time when he was at a loss for inspiration and ideas. 

“In ministry, it will always appear that the wine has run out.” But, he told those being ordained and 

commissioned, “YOU are the miracle of Cana. Your ordination, your commissioning, they’re 

celebrations of the miracle. Emptiness is a time to pour the water. Pour the water in your own life.”  

“I know who turns water into wine!” 

Bishop Bryan presided over the ordinal rites and was assisted by Rev. Lovett Weems and Mrs. Gloria 

Morgan, Conference Lay Leader, representing the laity, and Rev. Scott Tucker, Chair of the Board of 

Ordained Ministry, observed the ordinal rites.   

A Memorial Service for those faithful servants who have served in the Conference was held Tuesday 

afternoon. Bishop B. Michael Watson, South Georgia’s former episcopal leader, gave a moving message 

titled, “The Strong Arms of Jesus.” 

The powerful and encouraging message reminded listeners that God’s grace sustains, holds, and 

surrounds them. 

“Those we’ll name have outrun us to that great homecoming,” he said. “We can be grateful that God has 

got them. Just like he has us.” 

Annual Conference 2017 ended with a Service of Sending Forth as Bishop Bryan encouraged each 

person to be curious together about what God is doing. 

“As we go home, we know what we are doing and we know the world desperately needs it,” he said. 



 
 

South Georgia by the numbers 

Membership stands at 113,498, down 3,227 from the previous year. Worship attendance stands at 

47,944, down 1,463. Church school attendance stands at 18,962, down 1,472 from 2016. 

The 2018 Annual Conference session will be held June 3-6, on Jekyll Island. 

More detailed recaps of each day’s events, including listings of who was ordained and commissioned, those who 

retired, and the ministers and spouses who were remembered during the memorial service, can be found at 

www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.  

 

Bishop Bryan presides over first annual conference session in South Georgia 

For the first time in 40 years, Bishop R. Lawson Bryan wasn’t in Montgomery, Ala. for the Alabama-

West Florida Annual Conference’s Annual Conference session.  

Not only was he not sitting in a pew in Frazer Memorial United Methodist Church’s sanctuary, he was 

sitting on stage, looking over a crowd of nearly 1,000 South Georgia United Methodists at the Jekyll 

Island Convention Center. 

Presiding over his first annual conference session since becoming South Georgia’s resident bishop, 

Bishop Bryan led four days of plenary and worship sessions with the poise, grace, and wisdom of a 

seasoned bishop, conference leaders say.  

“I think he handled things really well and everything went as smoothly as it could go for an annual 

conference. I was very impressed,” said Gloria Morgan, conference lay leader and member of Pine 

Forest United Methodist Church in Dublin. “He set the bar really high.” 

Delivering a powerful first episcopal address nine months into his episcopacy, Bishop Bryan reminded 

those gathered that cultivating relationships is of primary importance. 

He and his wife, Sherrill, have visited all six districts and met hundreds of laity and clergy since arriving 

in South Georgia. 

“We’ve had a great time getting into the districts,” he said. “Relationships matter!” 

He introduced the conference to Appreciative Inquiry, which uses the Four-D process – discover, dream, 

design, deliver – to focus on strengths and alignment. 

“We are alive together in Christ,” Bishop Bryan said. “The more we know about that the more we can 

have it with others.”  

http://www.sgaumc.org/annualconference


 
 

Returning to the conference that gave him his first church home, Bishop Bryan has come full circle and 

“home” to South Georgia. During one session, he had a photo of his newborn grandson, John Philip 

Bryan, Jr., born May 25, sitting on the table to inspire and remind him. 

Since receiving its own Bishop in 1988, South Georgia has been served by Bishops Looney, Watson, 

King, and now Bryan. 

Ever the faithful helpmate, Sherrill Bryan served alongside conference staff and volunteers all week. She 

even created the stunning floral arrangements that adorned the stage and altars. 

“When I met (Bishop Bryan), he told me that he and Sherrill are in ministry together. I saw that this 

week,” Morgan said. “She worked as hard as anybody to help us put this on. They are a team and are in 

ministry together.” 

Each episcopal leader brings their own unique gifts, graces, and leadership style that enriches the 

Annual Conference in which they serve. 

“Bishop Bryan is very energetic in everything he does,” Morgan said. “He is alive together in Christ!” 

 

Bishop Bryan sets 2017-2018 pastoral appointments 

On Wednesday, June 7, Bishop R. Lawson Bryan fixed the 2017-2018 pastoral appointments for the 

South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church. 

Click here to download and view a list of appointments by district.  

 

Conference approves two resolutions 

During the Tuesday, June 6 business session, the South Georgia Conference approved two resolutions. 

Resolutions, once approved by the Annual Conference, are statements that represent the position of the 

conference on a subject. 

The first, a “Resolution in support of a Coordinated Action on Behalf of Undocumented Neighbors,” 

was written and submitted by South Georgia Hispanic pastors and allies. It called on the presiding 

bishop to form a task force to develop a strategy to educate clergy and laity about the history of 

immigration and human and civil rights concerning undocumented members of society and to encourage 

South Georgia United Methodists to engage in works of piety and mercy towards their undocumented 

neighbors. 

“This declaration was to give awareness and be more intentional to love our neighbors as we love 

ourselves,” said Rev. Daniel Medina, a co-author of the resolution and pastor of Nueva Vida United 

http://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/files/websites/www/2017-2018%20appointments.pdf


 
 

Methodist Church in Macon and associate director of Connectional Ministries for Hispanic Ministries. 

“This resolution includes an education program and a system of advocacy and representation. We are 

pleased that this resolution passed and prayed that this will represent an opportunity to build bridges of 

Christian love and care among God’s people here in South Georgia.” 

The second approved resolution, the “Multiculturalism Taskforce Resolution,” resolves that the bishop 

appoint a diverse task force to consider the implications of multiculturalism education. 

“The members of the Advocacy Team were very pleased that the delegates voted to support the 

formation of the taskforce,” said Rev. Ashley Randall, a member of the Advocacy Team and pastor of 

Garden City United Methodist Church. “The tone of some conversations in the public square around the 

issues of racism, immigration, and inclusiveness had led us to consider how we would respond to any 

opposition or concerns. Bishop Swanson’s powerful message that God is at work through the Holy Spirit 

to make us alive together in Christ certainly helped remind us all of God’s vision of a faith community 

that is always seeking ways to include all those who need the mercy, grace, and love of God. 

“I hope the taskforce will receive strong support as they begin their work. If every delegate who voted 

for the resolution will covenant to continue in prayer and conversation, I am confident that our churches 

can help lead the way in bearing witness to God’s love for all people.” 

Rev. Stacey Harwell-Dye, chair of the Conference’s Advocacy Team and Minister of Community 

Building at Trinity United Methodist Church in Savannah, sees the approval of both of these resolutions 

as a positive move towards racial reconciliation.   

“The Multicultural Taskforce Resolution recognizes racial injustice and seeks to find the best ways to 

educate clergy and laity in how to honor one another across our various differences, affirming the value 

and worth of one another,” she said. “The other resolution focuses on education on the issues 

surrounding our immigration system and on works of mercy with our undocumented brothers and 

sisters.  

“God has made it evident through scriptures that God cares deeply about reconciliation, both between 

God and us and between one another. One of Jesus’ final prayers with his gathered disciples was that we 

may be one and that we may love one another. The Advocacy Team, through its various emphases over 

the years on multiculturalism, race and religion, and immigration, is excited to see real action taken at 

Annual Conference that forms task forces around this work. We are eager and ready to be part of 

whatever takes shape as result of these task forces.”    

A third resolution, “A Resolution Regarding the Report to the Bishop and Cabinet Form,” was ruled out 

of order by the Resolutions Committee because, if approved, the Conference would be out of 

compliance with the Book of Discipline. Dr. Wayne Moseley, chair of the Resolutions Committee, did 

state that the bishop and Cabinet are already discussing this matter and understand and agree with the 

intent of the resolution.  



 
 

Read the resolutions in their entirety here. 

 

Celebrating Ministry Milestones and Achievements at Annual Conference 

Annual Conference is a special time to celebrate ministry milestones and achievements, from those just 

entering the ministry to those taking the next step of their journey into retirement. 

On Tuesday morning the South Georgia Annual Conference celebrated with those clergy who have 

served in ministry for 50 years and those who are entering into a retired relationship with the Annual 

Conference. 

Clergy recognized for having served 50 years in ministry include:  

Jack G. Atkinson 

Richard G. Aultmann 

Roy L. Dial 

C. Grayton Helms 

Ronnie O. Howell 

Ronnie Wills  

  

Clergy honored for retiring this year:  

Larry Bird 

Dwight Bishop 

Don Black 

Andy Brownley 

Mark Carter 

Roland Fall 

Rick Holt 

John Irwin 

David Johnson 

Wesley Kaylor 

Bill Lee 

Jim McIlrath 

Cecile Mitchell 

Randy Nease 

Joyce Payne 

Leigh Ann Raynor 

Woody Roberts 

http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/2017BORResolutionsSection.pdf


 
 

Jennifer Sherling 

Kenneth West 

  

“It is always a highlight when the Annual Conference pauses to celebrate those who are retiring,” said 

Dr. Brad Brady, Conference Relations Chair of Board of Ordained Ministry. “To hear each retiree speak 

about the honor of serving their various appointments, and the many ways they have experienced God's 

faithfulness is so inspiring.” 

During the Board of Ordained Ministry report on Monday morning, individuals were also recognized for 

achieving milestones and achievements. 

Received into their new relationship with the conference were Full Conference Members (Elders) 

Jonathan Fitts Fuller and James Clayton Varnell. Elected into provisional membership were Gerald Ray 

Akin, Jr., John Pierce Grantham, Eric Kyle Mayle, Scott Dozier Stanfill. 

Others highlighted during the Board of Ministry report were: 

 

New Certified Candidates: Joseph I. Carter, Damon Hubert, Haynes Martin, Royce Johnson, Pamela 

Johnston, James Owens, Rachel Paul, Larry Rader, Betty Lee Scott, Larry Stricklin, Jeremy Wilson 

2017 Licensing School Students: Claire Bookhoop, Eloise Green, Damon Hubert, Royce Johnson, Ben 

Lee, Jared Middleton, Larry Rader, Betty Lee Scott, Larry Stricklin, Doug Tolson, Jeremy Wilson 

New Licensed Local Pastors: William Rushton Black, Claire Bookhoop, Joseph Carter, Damon 

Hubert, Royce Johnson, Benjamin Lee, Jared Middleton, Larry Rader, Jeremy Wilson 

Course of Study Graduates: Gary Griffin, Freddie Smith, Jean Watson (July) 

Professional Certification in Christian Education and Children’s Ministry: Elisa Reece 

The United Methodist Church sets a high standard for persons in vocational ministry, said Rev. Scott 

Tucker, chair of the Conference Board of Ordained Ministry. 

“Each of these milestones represents a point where a candidate has revisited her story of salvation; 

stretched himself through prayers, study, and self-awareness; and then invited others to help decide how 

a call from God matches up with a call from the Church,” Rev. Tucker said. “While we experience the 

call as individuals, we don't get to keep our call to ourselves. 

“We offer our call to the Church, and the Church challenges us, tests us, and teaches us to be more 

mature disciples so that we can be more effective ministers for Christ.” 

 

Remembering those who have gone before us 



 
 

A Memorial Service for those faithful servants who served in the South Georgia Annual Conference was 

held on Tuesday afternoon, June 6, at 2:00 p.m. as conference members gathered at the Jekyll Island 

Convention Center. 

Bishop B. Michael Watson, South Georgia’s former episcopal leader and current Ecumenical Officer for 

the Council of Bishops, gave a touching message titled, “The Strong Arms of Jesus,” as he remembered 

those who have gone before us. 

The message reminded listeners that God’s grace sustains, holds, and surrounds them. 

“Those we’ll name have outrun us to that great homecoming,” he said. “We can be grateful that God has 

got them. Just like He has us.” 

Dr. Vance Mathis, retired clergy who lost his beloved wife Carol this past conference year, said he was 

moved by the powerful and encouraging sermon from Bishop Watson, reminding us in different and 

helpful ways about our expectation of eternal reunion with those we have lost – but only for a while. 

“The entire service – with the readings, responses, prayers, and music – was a reminder of that blessed 

fact, which I embrace with unshakeable, unquestioned, and immutable faith,” said Dr. Mathis. “So the 

service I dreaded became for me a good thing – a good spiritual medicine for the healing of a broken 

heart. 

“Today I am further along, thanks to God and for our annual conference of brothers and sisters, who 

prepare and do this work of worship by enfolding us in the comfort of their love and proclamation.” 

The Conference Memoirs Committee helps plan and lead the Memorial Service. 

One member of the committee, Rev. Chris Shoemaker, pastor of the Wadley/Lamb's Chapel Charge, 

says it is humbling—and a great honor—to be allowed to participate in the remembrance of our saints. 

“We as clergy stand, and our spouses beside us, with all Christians as part of an unbroken line reaching 

back to Christ’s calling of the Disciples,” he said.  

Those faithful servants remembered include:   

Deceased Clergy 

Edwin Bryan O’Neil 

August 22, 1931 – April 10, 2016 

 

Sammy Clark 

September 28, 1932 – May 4, 2016 

 

Bernard K. Henry, Sr. 

August 16, 1927 – May 6, 2016 

 



 
 

Walter Max Hill 

January 9, 1929 – August 10, 2016 

 

James Gaston Pollock 

July 9, 1931 – August 10, 2016 

 

Annie Louise Johnson 

July 11, 1922 – September 15, 2016 

 

David Keith Willett 

January 20, 1959 – September 25, 2016 

 

Ronald Joseph Burbank 

November 20, 1942 – December 11, 2016 

 

Robert Lee Vickery, Jr. 

July 2, 1930 – December 11, 2016 

 

James Randell Daniell 

September 12, 1945 – December 15, 2016 

 

Herman A. Howell 

July 4, 1923 – December 28, 2016 

 

Joe Reynolds 

May 22, 1936 – March 16, 2017 

 

Ramus Guy Freeman 

April 14, 1927 – March 26, 2017 

 

Deceased Clergy Spouses 

Margaret Ione Reid 

Surviving Spouse of Carlton F. Reid, Sr. 

July 31, 1921 – March 23, 2016 

 

Mary Grace Scoates McCurley 

Surviving Spouse of Harry W. Scoates, Jr. 

March 26, 1921 – April 13, 2016 

 

Glenda Faye Webb 



 
 

Surviving Spouse of Ronald Kenneth Webb 

July 6, 1946 – May 12, 2016 

 

Betty H. Oliver 

Spouse of Rev. Thomas Tinsley Oliver 

August 13, 1931 – June 22, 2016 

 

Carol Wood Mathis 

Spouse of Rev. Dr. Vance B. Mathis 

August 26, 1935 – July 19, 2016 

 

Betty L. Houston 

Surviving Spouse of Rev. Lawrence E. Houston, Jr. 

April 14, 1926 – September 12, 2016 

 

Patricia Drake Aultman 

Spouse of Rev. Richard G. Aultman 

March 24, 1931 – October 12, 2016 

 

Jeanette Bittner 

Spouse of Rev. Raymond Leroy Bittner 

December 31, 1922 – October 12, 2016 

 

Jessie Mathis 

Spouse of Rev. Hubert Guy Mathis, Jr. 

August 28, 1946 – October 20, 2016 

 

Emma Dell Hendley Brooks 

Spouse of Rev. James Allen Brooks 

July 27, 1936 – November 6, 2016 

 

Florine Lois Chappell 

Surviving Spouse of Rev. Robert P. Chappell, Sr. 

August 6, 1931 – December 3, 2016 

 

Mabel Estelle Martin Harris-Webb 

Surviving Spouse of Rev. James Redding Webb, Jr. 

August 28, 1918 – December 10, 2016 

 

Janie Ophelia Ray 



 
 

Spouse of Rev. Randall Ray, Sr. 

May 6, 1943 – December 22, 2016 

 

Golda Faye Penny Hudson 

Spouse of Rev. David Elzie Hudson 

December 21, 1934 – January 5, 2017 

 

Rosalie V. Johnson 

Spouse of Rev. Joseph Morgan Johnson 

July 5, 1934 – January 12, 2017 

 

Myrna Eidson Roberts 

Spouse of Rev. Larry B. Roberts 

January 11, 1937 – January 15, 2017 

 

Marguerite Emmalyn D. Adams 

Surviving Spouse of Rev. Arthur Ray Adams 

May 6, 1926 – January 20, 2017 

 

Virginia Ripley Fauthauer Smith 

Surviving Spouse of Rev. Clarence E. Smith, Jr. 

September 6, 1937 – February 13, 2017 

 

Beauford Morris Johnson 

Surviving Spouse of Rev. Annie Louise Johnson 

March 7, 1924 – February 21, 2017 

 

Mary Catharyn Osborn 

Spouse of Rev. James Robert Osborn 

October 16, 1942 – February 26, 2017 

 

Jane Inman Shirah 

Surviving Spouse of Rev. Dr. Jason Shirah 

August 22, 1926 – March 21, 2017 

 

Laren Gail Reincheld 

Spouse of Rev. William Reincheld, Jr. 

April 22, 1946 – March 23, 2017 

 

Frances S. Ramsey 



 
 

Surviving Spouse of Rev. Dr. Gilbert Ramsey 

June 16, 1927 – March 30, 2017 

 

The Memoir Committee also puts together a Book of Remembrance that contains beautiful tributes to 

each of these faithful saints who have passed away in the past year and presents one to each family prior 

to the service. 

“These men and women who have gone before us each have a story—a story that needs to be 

remembered and shared as a part of the continuing narrative of the living and active Grace of God,” said 

Rev. Shoemaker. “It is a rich blessing to be able to hear and record these stories.” 

Click here to view the Book of Remembrance. 

 

Celebrating ministries, churches, and individuals who are Alive Together in Christ 

through mission, ministry and evangelism 

Mission, ministry, and evangelism awards were highlighted during the 2017 Annual Conference session, 

a way to celebrate how ministries, churches, and individuals throughout the conference are alive 

together in Christ. 

The mission of the church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ. A significant dimension of the disciple-

making process is that of leading people to make a commitment to God through baptism and profession 

of faith in Jesus Christ. Reaching new persons with the gospel is at the very heart of every church’s 

purpose. Conference evangelistic awards were presented to the congregations in each district that 

charted the largest net gain in membership, the largest number of professions of faith, and the best ratio 

of professions of faith with regard to membership. 

Statesboro First UMC was the overall conference leader with the largest net gain in membership. St. 

Luke UMC in Columbus led the conference in the largest number of professions of faith, and Centerville 

UMC in Early County had the best ratio of professions of faith in the conference. 

The churches with the largest net gains in membership in each district were: 

Coastal: Wesley Monumental 

North Central: Bonaire 

Northeast: Statesboro First           

Northwest: Pierce Chapel 

South Central: Park Avenue 

Southwest: Thomasville First 

http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/2017bookofremembrance.pdf
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/2017bookofremembrance.pdf


 
 

The churches with the largest number of professions of faith in each district were: 

Coastal: The Chapel 

North Central: Harvest 

Northeast: Statesboro First 

Northwest: St. Luke (Columbus) 

South Central: Park Avenue 

South Central: Valdosta First        

Southwest: Thomasville First 

The churches with the best ratio of professions of faith in each district were: 

Coastal: The Waterfront 

North Central: Wesley Chapel 

Northeast: Springhill 

Northwest: Howard 

South Central: Grace (Tifton) 

Southwest: Centerville UMC (Early Co.) 

Every local church showing a net gain in membership for 2016 has been designated as an 

Evangelistically Fruitful Congregation. Click here to view a list of all Evangelistically Fruitful 

Congregations. 

Also celebrated were those churches that were fully connectional in 2016 by giving 100% or more of 

their apportionments. Click here to view a full list. 

A host of other churches and individuals were recognized in a presentation during the South Georgia 

Annual Conference session: 

Carruth Mission Awards 

Highest Total Given to Missions: St. Luke UMC (Columbus) 

Highest Per Capita Given to Missions: Danville UMC 

The churches with the highest total given to missions in each district were: 

Coastal: Isle of Hope 

North Central: Vineville                      

Northeast: Statesboro First 

Northwest: St. Luke (Columbus) 

South Central: Park Avenue          

Southwest: Albany First 

The churches with the highest per capita given to missions in each district were: 

Coastal: Springfield 

North Central: Danville          

Northeast: Alston 

http://www.sgaumc.org/files/files_library/evangelistically+fruitful+churches.pdf
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/files_library/evangelistically+fruitful+churches.pdf
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/files_library/fully+connectional+churches.pdf


 
 

Northwest: Vienna 

South Central: Friendship (Bacon Co) 

Southwest: Barney 

Harry Denman Evangelism Awards 

Clergy: Rev. Matt Hearn, Gateway Pooler 

Laity: Mrs. Teri Nave, Harvest UMC 

Kingdom Builders Awards 

Kingdom Builders Innovation in Ministry Trailblazer Award: Rev. Jim Cowart and Mrs. Jennifer 

Cowart, Harvest 

2017 Kingdom Builders Innovation in Ministry Gamechanger Award: Mrs. Debbie Hudgins, White 

Bluff UMC 

Methodist Home for Children and Youth   

Top Churches in Giving: Vineville, Vienna, Perry, Mulberry Street, Dublin, Riverside, Wesley 

Monumental, Gray, Tifton, St. Marys, 

Top Churches in Giving Per Capita: Danville, Bethel (Baldwin Circuit), Chula, Sardis (Lumpkin), 

Alston, Trinity (Albany), Springhead, Wesley (Howard), Vienna, Wesley Chapel 

Wesley Glen 

Top Churches in Giving: St. Marys, Riverside, Statesboro First, Vineville, St. Paul, Martha Bowman, 

Gray, Ingleside, Forest Hills, Fair Haven 

Top Churches in Giving Per Capita: Milan, St. Marys, Fair Haven, Barney, Allentown, Wesley Chapel 

(Ft. Gaines), Ingleside, Riverside, Springhead (Atkinson Co.), Friendship (Bacon Co.) 

Harry Jackson Group of the Year: Martha Bowman UMC Bible Study Group 

Reed Bowden Volunteer of the Year: Rev. Sam Lamback 

James A. Cason Leadership Award: Vanda Asbell 

Magnolia Manor    

Top 10 Supporting Churches: Americus First, Cairo First, Albany First, Cordele First, St. Marys, St. 

Luke (Columbus), St. Simons, Isle of Hope (Savannah), Vineville (Macon), Statesboro First 

Open Door Community House, Inc. 

The Mrs. Butch Deaton "Living the Vision" Award: Mr. Freddie Seals 

Outstanding Financial Stewardship in Charitable Contributions: St. Paul UMC (highest giving) and 

Pierce Chapel UMC (highest giving per capita) 

South Georgia Black Methodist Church Renewal Distinguished Service Awards   

Harry Hoosier Award Winner: Dr. Fred Allen, National Director for SBC21 

Mary McCloud Bethune Award Winner: Debra Griggs Allen 

Rev. Joseph Roberson Advocacy: Rev. Denise Walton 



 
 

Arthur Moore Methodist Museum  

Award for Historic Preservation: Rev. Dave Hanson 

 

New venue offers beautiful views, opportunities for outdoor fun  

Breathtaking ocean vistas greeted conference attendees as they arrived at the Jekyll Island Convention 

Center for the 2017 South Georgia Annual Conference session.  

The only oceanfront convention center on the east coast south of New Jersey, the convention center’s 

remarkable views of the Atlantic Ocean were certainly a draw as the conference held its annual meeting 

at a new site for the first time in seven years. 

Conference planners hoped that the new location and venue, which opened in 2012, would be a relaxing 

setting where clergy and lay delegates and their families could fellowship and have fun in the midst of 

worship and business. 

Members of the Circuit Riders S3 group, of which Rev. Jim Morrow, pastor of Lyons First United 

Methodist Church, is a part, rented two homes on Jekyll Island. The two homes were just two doors 

down from one another and the families got together daily for meals and conversation.  

“We’re not confined to a hotel room, which is our norm, so that’s been nice,” Rev. Morrow said, noting 

that the children were able to play in the playroom, outside, or on the beach. “The whole point was to 

get everyone together, and we were able to do that.” 

Some in the group chose to arrive a day or two before Annual Conference began and others extended 

their stay beyond the close of conference. Spouses played board games and spent time on the beach, 

children had fun, and memories were made.  

“People from both houses were visiting in the living room and kids were playing together,” Rev. 

Morrow said. “This is different than Daddy being gone all week. Our families engaged in some 

conferencing with other families while we engaged in conferencing on behalf of the church. It’s super 

cool.” 

Karen Forrester was initially apprehensive about the new location, but she quickly acclimated to the new 

environment.  

“It seemed to be a more relaxed atmosphere this year,” she said. “It’s been fresh and I’ve enjoyed the 

newness of it.”  

Familiar with St. Simons Island and Epworth By The Sea, Forrester, who has attended 18 Annual 

Conference sessions, chose to stay at Epworth. The drive to Jekyll Island wasn’t bad, she said, taking 

between 20 and 30 minutes, and gave her time to prepare for the day or unwind. 



 
 

“Epworth is just home to me,” said Forrester, a lay delegate from Bainbridge First United Methodist 

Church. “I wanted to be somewhere where I was comfortable … and I just love it here.” 

Jaime Gallaga had a great experience at his second annual conference session.  

“It’s a beautiful place. Wow,” said Gallaga, a lay leader at Casa de Vida y Paz, part of the Bainbridge 

Hispanic Mission, and a Southwest District at-large delegate. “I don’t have words to explain this place. 

It’s great.” 

Gallaga stayed in a hotel on Jekyll Island and was able to enjoy the beach and take a nighttime dip in the 

ocean Monday night. The overall experience of being on Jekyll Island was wonderful, he says.  

“I am thankful that the South Georgia Conference opened their arms to Hispanic Ministries and to be 

here,” he said. “It’s peaceful and we have more time to be with people.” 

The 2018 Annual Conference session will again be held on Jekyll Island, June 3-6, 2018. 

“The newness and beauty of the facility, with everything on one level, with ample restrooms, spacious 

hallways, and large meeting spaces, made the Jekyll Island Convention Center more than adequate for 

our needs,” said Conference Secretary Dr. Jay Harris. “Being at the beach made this venue the most 

family friendly location we have had.” 

 

Annual Conference in pictures 

Click here to see photos from each day of the 2017 Annual Conference session.  

 

2017 Annual Conference Evaluation 

Click here to fill out an evaluation of the 2017 South Georgia Annual Conference.  

 

2017 annual conference reports 

United Methodist News Service is posting reports from all annual conference sessions. 

Read reports 

 

 

http://www.sgaumc.org/photoalbums
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/2017AnnualConferenceEvaluation5471
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/2017-annual-conference-reports


 
 

Annual Conference bulletin insert 

Click here to download a bulletin insert to help tell the story of Annual Conference in your local church. 

 

2017 Denman Evangelism Awards presented 

Two South Georgia United Methodists have been awarded UM’s highest evangelism honor, the Harry 

Denman Evangelism Award. 

The Harry Denman Evangelism Award program honors United Methodists in each annual conference 

whose exceptional ministry of evangelism – expressed in Word (what), Sign (why), and Deed (how) – 

brings people into a life transforming relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Each year Annual Conferences and the Foundation for Evangelism recognize one youth, one clergy, and 

one lay person in each conference. In South Georgia, nominations for this award are submitted to the 

Conference Witness Team, who then prayerfully chooses a recipient for the award. 

This year’s award winners are: for clergy, Rev. Matt Hearn; and for laity, Mrs. Teri Nave. For 2017, 

there were no youth nomination submitted for this award. 

Evangelism happens in many contexts and many settings; impacts and engages all generations; and 

requires relationship among a variety of persons. What distinguishes a Harry Denman Evangelism 

Award recipient is the commitment to consistently introduce others to the Good News of Jesus Christ in 

all ministry settings. Their ministry is exceptional for the number of new Christ followers who credit 

encounters with this person as critical in helping to start or reignite their faith journey. 

Rev. Matt Hearn, senior pastor of Gateway Pooler United Methodist Church in Effingham County, is the 

2017 clergy award recipient. 

Since the start of Gateway there have been 742 commitments to Christ. The number itself is amazing, 

but the testimonies of some of those numbers tell the real story. 

“Matt has a heart for the unchurched and considers them his mission field,” said one member of Rev. 

Hearn’s congregation. “Knowing that many struggle with traditional church methods, he utilizes the 

technology of our culture to present the gospel.”   

Terri Nave, a staff member of Harvest United Methodist Church in Byron, is this year’s laity Denman 

Award recipient. According to the application submitted for Nave, ministry is not a job for her, it is the 

heartbeat of her life. Nave loves Jesus and she loves people. Regularly she finds ways to share Christ in 

her everyday life. There will be dozens and dozens of people in heaven because Nave led them to 

intersect their lives with Christ. 

http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/Wrap-up+Bulletin+Insert+Final.pdf


 
 

In her nomination, it was stated that, “Throughout her life, Teri has seized moments to reach others. 

When those moments didn’t present themselves, she created environments where could influence the 

lives of others. “ 

“Since 1982, the South Georgia Conference has celebrated the outstanding personal evangelism 

ministries of United Methodist clergy, laity and youth,” said Karen Forrester, Conference Witness Team 

chairwoman. “These two individuals are shining examples in their local congregations and communities 

of what it means to be ‘Alive Together in Christ.’” 

The Foundation of Evangelism promotes, encourages and provides resources to grow Wesleyan 

evangelism bringing all people into a life transforming relationship with Jesus Christ. To nominate 

clergy, laity or youth for the 2018 Harry Denman Evangelism award, contact Karen Forrester at 

karenforrester65@gmail.com.  

 

Vital Signs moments highlight ways Conference is alive 

A highlight of this year’s Annual Conference session were the Vital Signs moments. These brief, 

interactive snapshots of ministries showed the various ways we are Alive Together in Christ in the South 

Georgia Conference through our various agencies, ministries, and people. 

 Rev. Jonathan Smith, Campus Minister at the Georgia Southern Wesley Foundation, interviewed 

Jordan Mimbs, 2016-2017 Young Clergy Academy Intern at Gray UMC, about cultivating a 

culture of call in the life of our Annual Conference. 

 Rev. Michael McCord, Executive Director of the Georgia Commission on Higher Education and 

Campus Ministry, interviewed Caroline Peavy, a student at the Georgia Southern Wesley 

Foundation, and Drew Thompson, campus pastor at the Coastal Wesley Foundation, about the 

impact campus ministries are having on our college campuses.   

 A Vital Sign moment highlighted the work of Congregational Development. Rev. Jay Hanson, 

director, presented the 2017 Kingdom Builders Innovation in Ministry Trailblazer Award to Rev. 

Jim Cowart and Mrs. Jennifer Cowart of Harvest for the example they and the Harvest 

congregation have set in sustained church growth. Rev. Hanson also introduced Rev. Joe Buck of 

Shoreline Church, a new church start in Valdosta. He recognized Debbie Hudgins, a member of 

White Bluff UMC, with the 2017 Kingdom Builders Innovation in Ministry Gamechanger 

Award for her work with the Gateway Pooler and White Bluff UMC congregations as they work 

together. They were joined by Sam Martin, Rev. Matt Hearn, and Damon Hubert from Gateway 

Pooler. 

 Another Vital Sign featured the ministry foci of the Conference Advocacy Team: Hispanic 

Ministries, Servant Leadership/Persons with Disabilities, celebrating the gift of diversity, 

mailto:karenforrester65@gmail.com


 
 

SBC21, ONE Campaign (initiative for issues of extreme poverty), prison ministry, Pan-

Methodist campaign, and small church leadership and vitality. Leading this time were Rev. 

Denise Walton, Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries; Rev. Daniel Medina, 

Associate Director of Hispanic Ministries; Rev. Carrie Myers, pastor, Ashburn/Sycamore; Rev. 

Earnestine Campbell, Associate Director of Connectional Ministries; and Rev. Stacey Harwell-

Dye, Advocacy Team Chair. 

 A Vital Sign celebrated through video how the following agencies and ministries are alive 

together in Christ (click to view videos from each): 

Vashti 

Methodist Home for Children and Youth 

Open Door Community House 

Wesley Community Centers, Inc. 

Magnolia Manor 

Wesley Glen 

Epworth By The Sea 

 A Vital Sign moment highlighted churches who are working towards or have already reached 

their 10 percent growth challenge. Rev. Jay Hanson was joined by Rev. Jim Morrow, pastor at 

Lyons UMC, Rev. Michael Culbreth, pastor at ConneXion Church, and Rev. Mike Davis, pastor 

at Hahira UMC. Rev. Hanson also celebrated those churches who are growth leaders in worship 

attendance and professions of faith. 

 A Vital Sign moment was presented by the Conference Nurture Team. Karen Forrester, chair of 

the Nurture Team, presented Harry Denman Evangelism Awards to Rev. Matt Hearn, pastor of 

Gateway Pooler, and Mrs. Teri Nave, CFO at Harvest UMC in Byron. Both Matt and Teri shared 

how they are spreading the love of Christ in their local churches. 

 In another Vital Sign moment, Mrs. Allison Lindsey, associate director of Connectional 

Ministries, interviewed Mrs. Laura Haygood from Albany First UMC, and they shared how The 

United Methodist Church responded in the wake of disasters in the Albany area. Lindsey also 

gave a general update on conference disaster response efforts. 

 A Vital Sign moment celebrated the ministry of the two United Methodist Colleges within the 

bounds of the South Georgia Conference – Wesleyan College in Macon and Andrew College in 

Cuthbert. Wesleyan College President Ruth Knox and president-elect Rev. Vivia Fowler shared 

about the great ministry happening on the campus of Wesleyan College in Macon. “The work we 

do at Wesleyan is sacred work,” Rev. Fowler said. Andrew College President Linda Buchanan 

https://vimeo.com/220468678
https://vimeo.com/220468668
https://vimeo.com/220468665
https://vimeo.com/220468662
https://vimeo.com/220468661
https://vimeo.com/220468658
https://vimeo.com/220468652


 
 

also shared about the ministry happening on the campus of Andrew College and the new 

programs they have begun. “Andrew College needs southwest Georgia and southwest Georgia 

needs Andrew College,” she said. 

 

“The Amplify moments showcased during Annual Conference 2016 received such great feedback in the 

evaluations that we began planning for these highlights as a foundation for our 2017 gathering from the 

beginning,” said Allison Lindsey, associate director of Connectional Ministries. “With the new theme 

‘Alive Together in Christ,’ these segments were called ‘Vital Signs’ to showcase vibrant and vital 

ministries happening across the South Georgia Conference. I loved the way these ‘Vital Signs’ evolved 

to be so interactive, informative, and creative through the various presentations. So many great things 

are happening across our Conference!” 

 

Alive Together in Worship 

FROM THE BISHOP 

R. LAWSON BRYAN 

There is no way I can even begin to list all those who contributed to the 151st meeting of the South 

Georgia Annual Conference. But I must say thanks to the hundreds of individuals and groups whose 

combined efforts prepared the way for a spiritual jubilee experience on Jekyll Island. Thanks to the local 

arrangements committee, the annual conference planning committee, the worship team, the sound and 

light team, the communications team, the tellers, the journal editorial team, and the chancellor and vice-

chancellor. Then there are the myriad boards, agencies, institutions, and ministries whose reports 

provided specific examples of our theme, Alive Together in Christ. And while all that was going on, 

dozens of children and youth were involved in our Camp Connect camping ministry right there on Jekyll 

Island. 

Personally, annual conference was an energizing experience! Having the opening service on the very 

day of Pentecost was ideal. I saw evidence of the Holy Spirit: in the joyful faces of hundreds of 

delegates, in the combined voices lifted in rousing songs of praise, in the service of commissioning and 

ordination, and in the preaching of Bishops Swanson and Watson and the teaching of Lovett Weems. 

My heart is full of thanksgiving for the deep respect shown to one another in moments of discussion and 

debate around specific motions or issues. Over and over again I thought to myself, “Surely the presence 

of the Lord is in the place!” 

For the next 12 months our theme and our focus will be: Alive Together in Worship. Our goal is a 10 

percent increase in average worship attendance by the time we gather for annual conference in 2018. 

Lovett Weems provided the tools to help us reach our goal. Each delegate received a handout entitled, 

“Vital Signs for a Healthy Church,” containing specific steps to take for an increase in worship 

attendance. Our district superintendents will be referring to this document during the set-up meetings 



 
 

this month and throughout the year.  The document can also be downloaded by visiting 

www.sgaumc.org/vitalsigns.   

Over the past 12 months, what were the 10 worship services of highest attendance in your local church? 

What new plans will you make for those same services in the coming 12 months? Personal experience 

has taught me that inspiration comes after we start planning, not before. Today is the best time to get 

started. I pray that throughout this year the churches of the South Georgia Conference will be Alive 

Together in Worship. 

 

Jephthah Answers the Call 

Summer Quarter: God’s Urgent Call 

Unit 1: Called to be Strong 

Sunday school lesson for the week of June 18, 2017  

By Rev. Denise Walton 

Lesson Scripture: Judges 11:4-11, 29-31 

Background Scripture: Judges 11 

Key Verse: “And Jephthah said to Gilead’s elders, “If you bring me back to fight the Ammonites and 

the Lord gives them over to me, I alone will be your leader.” Judges 11:9 

Purpose: To affirm that people who disagree on many issues can still work together to accomplish 

common goals. 

Desperate Measures in Desperate Times 

Judges 11:29-31 

“God’s Spirit came upon Jephthah. He went across Gilead and Manasseh, went through Mizpah of 

Gilead, and from there approached the Ammonites. Jephthah made a vow before God: “If you give me a 

clear victory over the Ammonites, then I’ll give to God whatever comes out of the door of my house to 

meet me when I return in one piece from among the Ammonites – I’ll offer it up in a sacrificial burnt 

offering.” 

What is going on now? 

If you have ever been a part of a set of circumstances that included a lot of “drama” then you may have 

stopped to ask, “What is going on now?” Honestly, my friends, that is how I felt reading this week’s 

lesson in the Adult Bible Studies. There certainly is a lot of drama ensuing with the newest leader of the 

Israelites, Jephthah. In some ways, Jephthah’s humanity and his level of maturity in the faith may speak 

http://www.sgaumc.org/vitalsigns


 
 

volumes to us this week. He (Jephthah) is a man of many complex and sinful realities but he is called to 

deliverer the Israelites. 

Judges, Chapter 10, helps the reader understand circumstances have continued to deteriorate for the 

Israelites. In fact, Gideon, Abilemlech, Tola, and Jair all served as judges prior to Jephthah. In each case 

the Israelites continue to move through the cycle of sin, oppression, repentance and deliverance. 

Let’s refresh our memories from the last lesson (Gideon’s Call: Judges 6:11-18) as we recount what 

biblical scholars refer to as the literary cycle and the cycle of the shophet (judge): 

There are four major pieces to the writer’s understanding of the literary cycle found in the books of 

Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings. Each part of the cycle should be viewed as matters of the 

relationship between God and God's people. Also, there are relational issues within Israel and between 

other groups of individuals. 

1. Apostasy – The Israelites fall away from Yahweh (God). 

2. Oppression – Yahweh (God) permits enemies to fall upon the Israelites. 

3. Repentance – Under oppression, the Israelites repent and call upon Yahweh. 

4. Deliverance – Yahweh (God) calls out a leader and delivers the Israelites.  

5. The cycle then begins all over again. This is the central theme running through the book of 

Judges. 

 

As you read Joshua, Judges, Samuel and Kings, the shophetim of Israel has a basic cycle with some 

variations to details in the story from one person to the next person. The cycle for the shophet taken 

from “People of the Covenant: An Introduction to the Hebrew Bible:” 

1. Dire oppression of sinful Israel by a non-Israelite enemy 

2. A commoner appears endowed with the spirit of Yahweh (God) 

3. The charismatic leader summons one or more tribes in Yahweh’s battle 

4. Yahweh delivers the Israelites from their oppression 

5. The ultimate proof of the shophet then becomes Yahweh's victory in the battle. 

 

What is different about Jephthah’s Call story? Teachers: One way to explore the themes of sin, 

oppression, repentance, and deliverance found in the text this week is to review carefully God’s call and 

Jephthah response to God. 

Who actually called Jephthah? 

What was the nature of that call? 

Where is God and when does God enter the story? 

What did Jephthah do in response to accepting the call of God? 

What conditions did Jephthah apply to his call?  



 
 

What lessons might you learn from Jephthah’s success as a military leader and his choice to bargain 

with God? 

Why was there no intervention or help for Jephthah’s daughter as with Abraham’s son (Genesis 22:11-

12) or Jonathan (1 Samuel 14:44-45)? 

The scriptural text in Judges, Chapter 11 ends in a tragic way as Jephthah sacrifices his daughter after 

believing the vow he offered to Yahweh (God) was legitimate and needed to be carried through. The 

authors of “People of the Covenant: An Introduction to the Hebrew Bible,” refer to Jephthah actions 

with his daughter, with God and with the Israelites as abuse of his leadership: 

The Jephthah story is particularly tragic and disturbing. Jephthah, who was abused as a child, 

as a man becomes an abuser. When he bargained with God and made his tragic vow; he abuses 

the tradition and law of Israel because human sacrifice was prohibited (Leviticus 18:21; 

Deuteronomy 18:10). Yahweh himself is abused by the implied belief that Yahweh was a deity 

who would be party to such an agreement. Jephthah’s daughter was abused when he sacrificed 

her as payment of his vow to Yahweh. The integrity of the Israelite community was abused by the 

failure of anyone to protest or even question Jephthah’s action. The failure to question applies 

not only to the characters in the story, but also to the editor or redactor who included it in 

Judges. The action of both Jephthah and his daughter abused all the women of the Israelite 

community by implying that women should willingly accept such treatment from both man and 

God. 

As I sat with the description of Jephthah from many perspectives, it dawned on me that one significant 

part of the call from God is confirmation from the community of faith. As leaders in the faith, the church 

or local community of faith recognizes and affirms in many cases the call of God through the life of the 

believer. 

How might Jephthah’s call story have been different had he been nurtured and not rejected by the 

Israelite community? Do you think Jephthah’s understanding of human sacrifice could have been better 

informed by the community getting involved and responding to his actions? 

What responsibility do we have as leaders to persons who seem to be confused or misinformed about the 

call of God on their lives?  

I must admit, beloved, the lesson this week leaves me thinking about Jephthah, his success and tragic 

failure in his leadership. As we continue with the call of God in our lives, we need the community of 

faith to help us hear and understand God’s call on our lives.  

May we all continue to hear, clarify, and respond to God’s call. 

Shalom, 

Denise Walton 



 
 

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 

denise@sgaumc.org. 

 

Created for Connection 

LEADERSHIP REALLY MATTERS 

ANNE BOSARGE 

REV. JAY HANSON 

I (Anne) am a baker. Bread, biscuits, cupcakes, muffins, pastries, scones, cookies… pretty much 

anything made with flour or sugar! I love the thrill of combining individual ordinary ingredients to 

create something amazing and delicious that brings others joy. Interestingly enough, when someone 

comments on something I’ve made they never remark on the tastiness of the baking powder, the texture 

of the eggs, or the deliciousness of the flour. They comment on the product as a whole – the end result 

of individual ingredients each enhancing and enriching each other.  

Each year at Annual Conference, I’m reminded of the benefits of being in a connectional system and the 

importance of looking at each church and each leader in terms of what they contribute to the nature of 

the church worldwide. Each of us was created with a unique set of gifts and abilities – not to use for our 

own purpose and glory, but to use within the church for God’s glory.  

In the same way, each congregation has been given a unique assignment to reach people for Christ in 

their specific context and setting. In even broader terms, the United Methodist denomination has been 

gifted with the ability to reach specific people around the globe as we spread the news of the Gospel to 

the ends of the earth and grow the church. It’s only when these individual elements work together, one 

relying on the other and one enhancing the other, that we can experience the beauty of the impact God’s 

church can have on a broken and dying world.  

Individually congregants, leaders, and congregations might be tempted to think they have the ability to 

do things on their own – to independently fulfill God’s purpose without contributing to the church as a 

whole. The truth is, independently each of us can only have a small marginal effect, and by relying on 

our own abilities and capabilities we become our own limiting factor. However, when we work in 

cooperation with other congregants, leaders, and congregations for the good of the Kingdom, our efforts 

are multiplied and we bear more fruit than we could ever have imagined on our own!  

So how can we live more fully into the model of a connectional church? Consider these four powerful 

choices that we can make to benefit the church as a whole:  

1. Love Fully  

Colossians 3:14 says, “And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in 

perfect harmony.” Love is the secret ingredient that binds all the individual elements together – 

mailto:denise@sgaumc.org


 
 

it’s what makes everything work together. Selfless love fosters harmony and unity between 

individuals. Without love, we are incapable of living a life of connectedness.  

 

2. Live Selflessly 

Philippians 2:3 says, “Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more 

significant than yourselves.” As individuals in God’s church, we should not seek to elevate our 

own importance at the expense of others. Instead, we must look for ways to bring out and 

enhance the contributions of others as we all work together for His glory.  

 

3. Give Generously  

Acts 4:32 says, “Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no 

one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in 

common.” Everything we have comes from God. He didn’t give us our blessings so we would 

individually consume them at the expense of others – He gave them to us so we would bless 

others. What if each of us saw the resources we had been given as provision for the church and 

world as a whole?  

 

4. Worship Regularly  

Romans 15:6 says, “That together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.” Individual worship certainly brings glory to the Father but the act of diverse 

individuals coming together in unity brings glory to Him as well. Look around the worldwide 

church and seek out new ways to connect with God in worship. Set aside your personal 

preferences and be willing to see corporate worship as a means to bring praise to God through 

our oneness. Unity in the midst of diversity glorifies God and gives the world a taste of Heaven 

on earth.   

 

We were created for connection. Our United Methodist system was set up to make the most of God 

through community with each other as we grow the church. Let’s continue to seek out ways to come 

together and become the church we were created to be.   

Jay Hanson, Lead Pastor, and Anne Bosarge, Multi-Campus Director, serve at The Chapel Ministries in 

Brunswick. They love sharing about the ways God is moving in their church. Contact them at 

jay@thechapelbrunswick.com and anne@thechapelbrunswick.com for more information.  

 

John Wesley helps a young man learn how to preach 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 

DAVE HANSON 

mailto:jay@thechapelbrunswick.com
mailto:anne@thechapelbrunswick.com


 
 

John Wesley and a young Methodist preacher were walking along the street near the docks. Two 

fishermen’s wives got into an argument with each other. The two women began to shout, scream, and 

curse each other. The young preacher said, “Let’s get away from this; I can’t stand it!”  

Wesley said, “No, stay and learn how to preach…” 

 

Wesley Glen Day – June 18 

Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special offering to support the ministry 

of Wesley Glen. To learn more about Wesley Glen and its great ministry, visit 

www.wesleyglenministries.com. 

Camp Connect: Middle School Camp 1 – June 19-23 

Middle School Camps, intended for rising 6th-8th grade students, are filled with a week’s worth of fun 

activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 

fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, crafts, games galore, hilarious morning shows, and 

evenings of camp-wide games and worship. Both Middle School Camps are held at Epworth By The Sea 

on St. Simons Island and will begin at 3:00 pm on Monday and conclude at 11:00 am on Friday (no 

lunch will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week.  Click here for a complete 

list of what to pack. Counselors are provided. Please read the camp policies before registering. Both 

the Camp Connect Policies and Procedures Form as well as a legible copy of the front/back of camper's 

insurance card are required for check-in. Contact the Office of Connectional Ministries at (912) 638-

8626 with any questions. Click here to register. 

Dooly Kids Camp – June 21-24 

Dooly Kids Camp, for elementary-age students who have completed third through fifth grades, is set for 

June 21-24, 2017, at Dooly Campground in Vienna, Ga. Kids Camp offers a chance for children to grow 

in their relationship with God, make new friends, experience independence, and spend time outside. This 

year's theme centers on kids' abilities to serve and God's faithfulness to use what they have to offer. This 

includes Bible studies on Bible characters who served God in spite of the odds. Activities include 

swimming, kid-friendly Bible study, worship, prayer, field games, nature activities, art, cabin devotions, 

snacks, basketball, four square and more! Click here to download the brochure and register. 

Camp Connect: Middle School Camp 2 – June 26-30 

Middle School Camps, intended for rising 6th-8th grade students, are filled with a week’s worth of fun 

activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 

fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, crafts, games galore, hilarious morning shows, and 

evenings of camp-wide games and worship. Both Middle School Camps are held at Epworth By The Sea 

on St. Simons Island and will begin at 3:00 pm on Monday and conclude at 11:00 am on Friday (no 

lunch will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week.  Click here for a complete 

list of what to pack. Counselors are provided. Please read the camp policies before registering. Both 
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the Camp Connect Policies and Procedures Form as well as a legible copy of the front/back of camper's 

insurance card are required for check-in. Contact the Office of Connectional Ministries at (912) 638-

8626 with any questions. Click here to register. The deadline to register for Middle School Camp 2 is 

June 12. 

Golden Cross Sunday - July 2 

Golden Cross began in 1908 with the commitment of Methodists in Dallas, Texas to provide the first 

health care to persons who could not afford it. They began to receive offerings for the expenses of the 

poor patients at Methodist Hospital in that city. By 1930, the concept was officially adopted throughout 

the predecessor denominations of The United Methodist Church. Today Golden Cross is a ministry that 

reaches out in love to the laity in our Annual Conference who are experiencing financial difficulty due 

to excessive medical expenses. Through Golden Cross, United Methodists care for members of our local 

churches in time of emotional stress and financial need. The South Georgia Conference has designated 

the second Sunday of July to be the Sunday to receive a special offering for Golden Cross. Each church 

is asked to observe Golden Cross Sunday to receive an offering and send it to the conference treasurer. 

Click here for information about Golden Cross Sunday. 

Camp Connect: Elementary Camp 1 – July 10-14 

Elementary Camps, intended for rising 4th-5th grade students, are filled with a week’s worth of fun 

activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 

fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, art, games galore, hilarious morning shows, and 

evenings of campwide games and worship. All camps are held at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons 

Island and will begin at 3 p.m. on Monday and conclude at 11 a.m. on Friday (no lunch will be provided 

on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week and will need to bring bedding.  Click here for a 

complete list of what to pack.  Counselors are provided. Please read the camp policies before 

registering.  Both the Camp Connect Policies and Procedures Form as well as a legible copy of the 

front/back of camper's insurance card are required for check-in. Contact the Office of Connectional 

Ministries at (912) 638-8626 with any questions. Click here to register. 

2017 Mission u – July 13-16 

Mission u, the mission education event of the South Georgia Conference, will be held July 13 through 

July 26, 2017, at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. The annual event is co-sponsored by the 

conference United Methodist Women and the conference Outreach team. 

Download the brochure / Room reservation form 

Click here for leader biographies 

Click here for an overview of the studies 

Camp Connect: Elementary Camp 2 – July 17-21 

Elementary Camps, intended for rising 4th-5th grade students, are filled with a week’s worth of fun 

activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 

fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, art, games galore, hilarious morning shows, and 

evenings of campwide games and worship. All camps are held at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons 
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Island and will begin at 3 p.m. on Monday and conclude at 11 a.m. on Friday (no lunch will be provided 

on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week and will need to bring bedding.  Click here for a 

complete list of what to pack.  Counselors are provided. Please read the camp policies before 

registering.  Both the Camp Connect Policies and Procedures Form as well as a legible copy of the 

front/back of camper's insurance card are required for check-in. Contact the Office of Connectional 

Ministries at (912) 638-8626 with any questions. Click here to register. 

Georgia Pastor’s School – July 17-20 

Georgia Pastor’s School provides inspiration, education, fellowship, fun and relaxation for North and 

South Georgia clergy and their families. The school is supported by the tuition of attendees, an 

endowment established by the board of managers, an annual gift from the North Georgia Conference, 

and the generous contributions of our sponsors who provide refreshments during breaks and fellowship 

times. www.georgiapastorsschool.org 

Pathways to Discipleship – Aug. 26 

Pathways to Discipleship is scheduled for Saturday, Aug. 26 at Trinity UMC in Warner Robins. This 

training event helps resource local churches and strengthen connections among churches, clusters, 

districts, and ministries, for making disciples. We become more Alive Together in Christ as we seek to 

live out the vision God has given, putting us on the path to spiritual health and congregational vitality. 

The 2017 workshop listing along with online registration will be available June 14, 2017. If you have 

any questions, please contact Allison Lindsey, allison@sgaumc.com.  

 

Scripture Readings – June 12 

June 11 

First Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 1:1-2:4a 

Psalm 8 (UMH 743) 

2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

Matthew 28:16-20 

June 18 

Second Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 18:1-15 

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 (UMH 837) 

Romans 5:1-8 

Matthew 9:35-10:8 (9-23) 

June 25 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 21:8-21 

Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 
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Romans 6:1b-11 

Matthew 10:24-39 

July 2 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 22:1-14 

Psalm 13 (UMH 746) 

Romans 6:12-23 

Matthew 10:40-42 


