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Prepare for disasters now, respond when storms hit 

In January 2017, devastating storms tore through the small community of Adel, causing death, 

destruction, and nearly insurmountable loss. The storms claimed seven lives in the town and damaged or 

destroyed hundreds of homes. 

In the aftermath of the disaster, Adel United Methodist Church, which was spared major damage and 

loss of life, offered relief to families in a nearby mobile home community by helping pay for funeral 

expenses. The church also set up a fund to receive donations to minister to these families.   

“If we are going to be the Church we have to have to have our eyes, ears, and hands on the pulse and 

needs on the community,” said Rev. John Stephens, pastor of Adel UMC. “Everyone was touched by 

this, and it was essential to do our part to help the community to heal.” 

The congregation saw a critical need and met it, he said, joining several other local churches and 

organizations that served the community during a tremendous time of loss. Others were providing food, 

shelter, water, clothing, and further basic needs, so the Adel UMC congregation found another way to 

show the love of Christ in a needed and tangible way.  

There’s a way for everyone to do that in a time of crisis or disaster, Rev. Stephens said. 

“Find a need and meet it. Collectively we can do so much more (than we can alone).” 

The 2017 Atlantic hurricane season – which runs June through November – is forecast to be more active 

than average with regard to the number of named storms, according to Colorado State University, the 

National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration, and The Weather Company. Churches and individuals in 

the South Georgia Conference are prone to being impacted by hurricanes, and it’s not just those in the 

coastal communities who need to be prepared. Those in the southern counties of the conference also 

need to be aware of the potential for storms to form in the Gulf of Mexico and make their way inland. 

Being prepared for storms – whether they’re hurricanes, tornadoes, or wind or rain events – helps protect 

people and property when disaster does strike. But how do individuals and congregations best prepare? 

Prepare now 



 
 

Don’t wait. The time to prepare is now, when there isn’t a looming disaster or crisis. Individuals, 

families, businesses, and churches should all have up-to-date emergency plans and communicate it to 

key players within the organization(s). 

“All worship centers should be prepared for any kind of emergency,” said Luis Morales, the South 

Georgia Conference’s Disaster Coordinator. “The whole idea of planning is to be prepared for any 

issue.” 

Here are a few basic preparedness tips from www.ready.gov, the official website of the Department of 

Homeland Security: 

 Have an evacuation plan in place and know where to go if you need to evacuate 

 Have a disaster supply kit ready, including flashlights, batteries, cash, first-aid supplies, and 

copies of important documents 

 Plan for adequate supplies if you do not evacuate 

 Have an emergency communication plan in place 

 Sign up for your county’s emergency alert notification system, if applicable 

Morales also suggested that each local congregation identify their hazards, their resources with the 

church community, and partner with local emergency managers. 

“Each worship center should consider developing a committee or work group to address their capacity 

for dealing with emergencies,” he said.  

Be the Church 

When disasters do hit, how can Christians best represent Christ, show love, and provide relief? 

“The best way we can respond is to provide the Christian presence in the community,” Morales said. 

This often looks like cutting tree limbs, hauling debris, making meals, and providing funds to help pay 

for ongoing relief efforts. 

“We often say that there are three Ps in every situation,” Morales said. “There are players, payers, and 

prayers, and they are all critical.” 

Education is key 

Through the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s (UMCOR) Connecting Neighbors Leadership 

Training Program, churches and individuals are trained in a two-day, local church-readiness, train-the-

trainer program designed to give volunteer trainers the tools and information they need to guide the 

development of local church disaster-response ministries. 

A three-part training, Connecting Neighbors aims to prepare congregants and churches for disasters so 

they can be prepared to best respond when they do occur. 

http://www.ready.gov/


 
 

Trainings are being planned over the next year throughout the Annual Conference. If you are interested 

in bringing this training to your area or for more information about UMCOR’s Connecting Neighbors 

Training Program, contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.org.  

 

Rev. Reese to serve as Northwest District liaison during Dr. Cooper’s recovery 

As Dr. Buddy Cooper, superintendent of the Northwest District, recovers from quintuple bypass surgery, 

Bishop R. Lawson Bryan and the South Georgia Cabinet are grateful to Rev. Dick Reese for stepping in 

to serve as the Northwest District’s liaison to the Cabinet. He will also serve as a liaison between the 

district office and the Northwest District churches. 

Rev. Reese, who retired in 2010 after serving 54 years in the South Georgia Conference, brings 

supervisory experience to this new role, having served as the superintendent of the Waycross District 

from 1993 until 1999. He’s familiar with the Northwest district, having grown up at Pierce Chapel 

United Methodist Church in Midland and serving at Epworth United Methodist Church in Columbus. He 

and his wife, June, now worship at Columbus’ St. Luke United Methodist Church. 

“I’m excited to work with the people of the Northwest District,” Rev. Reese said. “I know many of them 

already, having grown up in Columbus and having served in a church there. We are looking forward to 

Buddy Cooper recovering and I want to be of any help and service I can to the churches and the people 

of the district until he is able to come back.” 

Dr. Cooper is making strides in his recovery, Bishop Bryan says, but the time frame for his return will 

be determined by his physicians. 

“We thank Dick for being available to the churches and pastors of the Northwest District, and we thank 

Gail Grantham, the Northwest District’s administrative assistant, for her support and hard work.” Bishop 

Bryan said. “We continue to pray for Buddy as he recovers and heals.” 

 

Remodeled Lake Junaluska gazebo made possible by South Georgia family 

Lake Junaluska has remodeled a gazebo along the Francis Asbury Trail, thanks to a generous gift from 

the family of Larry Roberts, a former South Georgia minister, in memory of his wife, Myrna Roberts. 

For many years the Francis Asbury Trail Gazebo has been a much beloved meditation location along the 

Lake Junaluska Walking Trail. In recent years the gazebo has fallen into disrepair and improvements 

were needed. The family of Myrna Roberts saw this need and decided to honor Mrs. Roberts, who 

passed away in early 2017, by dedicating funds in her memory for the renovation of the gazebo.  

mailto:allison@sgaumc.org


 
 

“We chose Lake Junaluska as a place to memorialize our mother because it has always been a special 

place to our family, especially to her,” Ben Roberts, Myrna and Larry’s son, said. “We spent many 

summer vacations at the lake when we were kids. We all loved this place, none of us more than Mama. 

She loved living at the lake and welcoming visitors with mountain hospitality. She spent many hours 

caring for her roses and the many other beautiful plants in her yard. Mama was a giver who always put 

the needs and concerns of others above her own.” 

All are invited to attend a celebration of the recently remodeled Francis Asbury Trail Gazebo at Lake 

Junaluska on Saturday, July 29 at 6 p.m. Family and friends will gather for a time of reflection and 

fellowship. 

Myrna and her husband, Larry, met at LaGrange College and were married August 31, 1958. Larry 

became a United Methodist minister and served throughout the South Georgia Conference, while Myrna 

spent most of her career as a bookkeeper. They have three children, Denise Wilson, Julie Bostardi, and 

Ben Roberts, and five grandchildren.  

Larry and Myrna retired to Lake Junaluska in 1999 and became active members of the community. 

Myrna was a dedicated member of the United Methodist Women, the Lake Junaluska Associates and the 

Junaluskans. She regularly taught Sunday school at First United Methodist Church in Waynesville.  

Because of Myrna’s passion for gardening and walking the lake, the Roberts family chose to revitalize 

the gazebo on the Francis Asbury Trail. To support the ongoing maintenance of the gazebo, gifts may be 

mailed to the Lake Junaluska Development Office, PO Box 67, Lake Junaluska, NC 28745. Gifts should 

be made to Lake Junaluska with “Gazebo Endowment Fund” in the memo line. 

For more information about charitable giving, visit www.lakejunaluska.com/support or contact the 

Office of Development at developmentoffice@lakejunaluska.com. 

Lake Junaluska is a place of Christian hospitality where lives are transformed through renewal of soul, 

mind and body. For more information about Lake Junaluska, visit www.lakejunaluska.com. 

 

Getting through the night 

Dr. Hal Brady 

A student at Harvard came to see the great Boston preacher Phillips Brooks one day. The student shifted 

from one foot to the other and with some hesitation and said, “Dr. Brooks, I’d like to talk over some of 

my doubts with you, but I don’t want to upset your faith.” Phillips Brooks threw back his head and 

laughed. As a matter of fact, he laughed and laughed until the student laughed with him. And that 

laughter did more to answer that student’s questions than anything Phillips Brooks could have said. 

http://www.lakejunaluska.com/support
mailto:developmentoffice@lakejunaluska.com
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When we are sure of our ground, when out of our own inner experience, we can say, “I believe! I trust!,” 

we can keep our cool and for the most part live our lives with confidence. 

In a world of increasing doubt, fear, and uncertainty, I want to focus on confidence. However, as one 

theological professor observed, “Sometimes confidence is mistaken for arrogance.” Arrogance comes 

from confidence in yourself. Be sure I am not talking about that “myth of self-sufficiency.” Why? 

Because that kind of confidence simply will not get us through the tough times of the night. 

Initially, we see the challenge of confidence! When my wife and I lived in Dallas, Texas, we had a little 

dog named “Peaches.” As a preacher, my Sunday morning ritual was to get up at 4:30 a.m., go into the 

kitchen and preach through the sermon. First, I would do it silently and then out loud. Inevitably, when I 

would start preaching the sermon out loud, Peaches would simply get up and walk out of the room. 

Honest to goodness! Now, that didn’t do much to help my confidence as a preacher. 

Life so often brings us to the point where it asks the question, “Can you take it?” You see, there are two 

sides to this business of living – the doing and the enduring. Of the two, the second is by far the most 

difficult. 

One of the main problems about confidence is that we carry it in a fragile human vessel, and it can be so 

easily shattered. Our relationships and our world always seem to be so tentative. They change so quickly 

and usually our confidence is not helped. Confidence is another one of those qualities that is always in 

danger of extinction. 

Not long ago a friend was in an automobile accident. Traffic on the interstate suddenly came to a halt. 

My friend was able to stop behind an 18 wheeler, but another 18 wheeler behind her couldn’t stop. She 

was hurt but very fortunate. Her automobile is already fixed. However, it will take much longer for her 

to regain her confidence. For sure, it will be a challenge. 

Next, we see the secret of confidence! The kind of confidence I’m talking about here is no “whistling in 

the dark” kind of confidence. The psalmist who wrote Psalm 46, considered by scholars to be a psalm of 

confidence or assurance, is not naive. He knows that there is nothing easy about life. He also has every 

reason to be fearful or anxious. 

The psalmist in Psalm 46 provides the absolute worse-case scenario. The “change” affecting the earth in 

verses two and three involve a direct-hit tornado and earthquake that measures 10 on the Richter scale. 

Actually, the situation is even worse than that. In the ancient near Eastern understanding of the universe, 

the mountains were the foundation that anchored the dry land and held up the sky. The most terrible 

thing that could happen would be for the mountains to “shake” or “tremble.” In essence, verses two and 

three are the palmist’s description of the world’s falling apart. 

Listen carefully! But in the face of the worst of all situations the psalmist affirms God as “refuge,” 

“strength,” and “help.” When the very structure of this world cannot be depended upon, when our world 



 
 

is literally falling apart, God can still be depended upon. The psalmist states, “God is our refuge and 

strength, a very present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1). 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, “God will grant us the grace we need when we need it, never in advance, lest 

we become dependent upon ourselves and not on Him.” 

Personally, I like the way Lloyd Ogilvie, former chaplain of the United States Senate, describes God-

dependability. Dr. Ogilvie says “God is on our side, God is by our side and God gives God’s peace 

inside.” Who could ask for anything more? 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

Amos’ Call 

Summer Quarter: God’s Urgent Call 

Unit 2: Calling of the Prophets 

Sunday school lesson for the week of July 30, 2017 

By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 

Lesson Scripture: Amos 7:10-17 

Background Scripture: Amos 7 

Key Verses: Amos answered Amaziah, “I am not a prophet, nor am I a prophet’s son; but I am a 

shepherd, and a trimmer of sycamore trees. But the Lord took me from shepherding the flock, and the 

Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’” (Amos 7:14-15) 

Purpose: To acknowledge that faithfully serving God often invites criticism from others. 

Bible Lesson 

This week’s lesson examines the fifth and final prophets’ call in this unit. The “Adult Bible Studies” 

author characterizes the definition of a prophet: the Hebrew word for prophet, Navi, means “one who is 

called” or “one who speaks;” one who speaks on God’s behalf to God’s people. I will interject that the 

prophets sometimes speak outside of the people’s borders to foreign nations. As we close “The Calling 

of the Prophets” unit, the summary of the lessons is: 1) the uncertainty and reluctance of the prophets’ 

calls and 2) the messages denouncing sin and the proclamation of cataclysmic consequences to the land, 

people, and the powers [kings, priests, governing authorities] and 3) the danger of threats, harm to the 

prophets, and obstruction of the message. 

Amos’ Background  

http://www.halbradyministries.com/


 
 

The Lesson’s author says that people sometimes think that the Old Testament prophets are 

fortunetellers, soothsayers, or ones that could see into the future. Their primary focus is to be the 

messenger of God’s word and not as a forecaster of local, national, and global events. They are the 

“preachers” proclaiming God’s message of judgment and hope. The prophets are God’s chosen people 

to convey His messages (Deuteronomy 18:9-12, 14-15). Amos prophesied in the northern kingdom of 

Israel around 750 BCE, even though he is believed to have been from the southern kingdom of Judah. 

Uzziah ruled over Judah at this time, and Jeroboam II ruled over Israel, both having long and relatively 

successful reigns. Amos was an older contemporary of Hosea and Isaiah of Jerusalem.  

Background Chapters  

Amos 1 - 6 (*New Revised Standard Version) 

 Chapter 1: Oracles against the Nations, Judah and Israel, judgments on Aram, Philistia, 

Phoenicia, Edom, Ammon, Moab 

 Chapter 2: Judgments on Judah, Israel, Ruthless oppression of the poor, Profanation of religion, 

Contrasted position of the Israelites, Oppressive system will perish  

 Chapter 3: Oracles against Israel, Judgment on the chosen people, God’s punishment announced, 

Announcement vindicated, Punishment Vindicated  

 Chapter 4: Judgment on an unrepentant people, On the socialites, Perversion of religious life, 

Past calamities brought no repentance, No hope for a hardened people  

 Chapters 5 and 6: Judgment on an unjust people, The death dirge, Indictment of injustices, 

Exhortation to life, Prosperity turning to grief, Announcements of exile, A message of woe 

against Israel’s perverted religion and complacent pride, Judgment on the proud and unjust 

nation  

The “Adult Bible Studies” author states the following about the social justices, political and socio-

economic climate during this period (Chapters 1 to 6): 

 Assyria, which had been a threat to Israel and Judah for many years, was experiencing a period 

of decline with problems of its own. With it posing less of a threat, and Israel having to pay less 

to a foreign power, Abraham’s descendants were able to benefit greatly by engaging more freely 

in international trade. This was especially true for the northern kingdom of Israel. As is often the 

case, the elite classes benefited the most from this increased wealth, leaving the poor behind. 

Amos insisted that God was not pleased by this unequal distribution of wealth.” 

In our personal lives and the climate of today’s society, we must seek God’s word and hear from God’s 

authentic messengers as to what is true, just, and aligns with the will of God. As the author points to a 

better condition of international trade of that day, the abuse of the “powers,” the “elite” is made clear 

because it benefitted them personally by increasing their wealth. Unfortunately, the poor, the 

marginalized, and particular groups of people were left behind. As Christians, we are to be cognizant of 

the ungodly conditions and actions, resist them through open processes, and through civil discourse. We 

can use Jesus as an example, denouncing abuse, inappropriate gains and actions, and the “unequal 

distribution of wealth” in communities and countries. The call to action is never an easy call; 

perpetrators may elicit threats, forms of intimidation and persecution, but let us remember that our 



 
 

reward is from God. “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:10) 

Reflection Questions: 

 Consider when you’ve been in a position or place where injustices, abusive gains, dis-

apportionment of equities were perpetrated. Did you speak truth to powers, or was it easier to 

ignore or excuse the actions? 

 Where do you see abuse of power, inequality, and injustices today? Are you actively engaging in 

some way of improving the condition, if not, are you willing?  

Background Scripture 

Amos 7  

In Chapter 7, the sinful nature of the people and God’s response through the messenger, Amos, continue 

a similar pattern to Chapters 1-6. The relationship remains tumultuous, and Amos relentlessly proclaims 

the message; a conflict between two wills. We see in this chapter that in times of conflict and 

disobedience, God gives retribution. However, He still has hope for His people and grants grace and 

mercy. The message in the chapter is: 

  (NRSV*) 

 Visions of Divine Retribution (7:1; 9:10), Judgment Relented (7:1-6) 

 Judgment Unrelented (7:7, 9:10), The Plumb Line (7:7-17), The Vision (7:7-9) 

 Amos Challenged and Vindicated (7:10-17)  

Amos’ messages from God throughout the book are a stern repudiation to the kings, priests and their 

families, and other governing entities. Amos also accuses the ones he categorizes as complacent. He 

states, “For those who are at ease in Zion, and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria, the notables 

of the first of the nations, to whom the house of Israel resorts!” “Are you better than the kingdoms, or is 

your territory greater than their territory?” (Amos 6:1:1, 2b-d). Amos is stating that the powerful and 

wealthy are arrogant in their self-satisfaction. Even with their past and current disregard to God’s word, 

Amos asks in Chapter 7 for God to relent from his punishment and God does so. Even with that pardon 

of sins, because of the word of correction and destruction to the priest for their continual disobedience, 

the priest, Amaziah, complained to King Jeroboam (Israel) with an untruth of conspiracy against him by 

Amos. The priest responds with a message of banishment to Amos. Amos still doesn’t relent; he 

pronounces that the King, Jeroboam, shall die by the sword and the land of Israel will go into captivity. 

The question is, when will the people get right with God? When we, as a people, suffer because we have 

been complacent. 

Closing 

 

In today’s society, I can imagine that God and His messengers are asking the question, “When will we 

get right with God?” We must not retaliate and work to stop or shut down the agents that bring justice, 

truth, and speak truth to power. We must hold those that do accountable, just as God does in the Book of 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nrsa/passage/?q=Amos+7:10-17


 
 

Amos and the other books of prophets. Let’s be careful to examine and pronounce correction of self, 

relationships, work places, churches, as well as our communities, country, and our bordering countries 

for ungodly behaviors, lest we fall onto the “sword” and perish as well as our land.  

Closing Prayer 

Holy Communion Liturgy, Confession and Pardon 

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to be an 

obedient church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against your 

love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. 

Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. Contact her 

at earnestine@sgaumc.com.  

Footnote: Adult Bible Studies Series Fall 2017; *New Revised Standard Version, The Harper Collins 

Study Bible, Including Apocryphal Deuterocanonical Books Student Edition, 2006 used as content 

sources for this lesson. 

 

Called to Witness 

Summer Quarter: God’s Urgent Call 

Unit 3: Calls in the New Testament 

Sunday School Lesson for the week of August 6, 2017 

By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 

Lesson Scripture: Acts 6:1-8 

Background Scripture: Acts 1; 6; 7 

Key Verse: Brothers and sisters, carefully choose seven well-respected men from among you. They must 

be well-respected and endowed by the Spirit with exceptional wisdom. We will put them in charge of 

this concern. (Acts 6:3) 

Purpose: To assert the importance of establishing priorities in ministering to people with all kinds of 

needs. 

Bible Lesson 

This lesson begins with the Unit 3 series, “Calls in the New Testament” in the “Adult Bible Studies” 

book. It is the examination of the scriptures from the Book of Acts. The Lesson’s author states, “Acts is 

the second volume of a two-volume work, the Gospel of Luke – Acts. The first volume is considered to 

mailto:earnestine@sgaumc.com


 
 

bring insight into the second volume. The author of Luke – Acts was writing for a Greco-Roman 

audience and is thought to be the only non-Jewish writer of the Bible.” 

Background of Luke’s Authorship and Ministry 

The Lesson’s author says that traditionally the writings of the Gospel of Luke and Acts are contributed 

to the physician, Luke. Also, that this early tradition of authorship still has no evidence to confirm or 

refute Luke as the author. In these scriptures (Acts 16:16-18; 20:5-15), we see that Luke serves as a co-

laborer in Christ with Paul. He accompanies Paul on his missionary trips and serves faithfully with him 

through dangerous and adversarial ministry. However, there is no mention of Luke’s name in Acts, but 

the writing refers to his presence with Paul, for example, using the word “we,” and giving accounts of 

stories as being present in the events. In the introduction of Luke’s Gospel account, it is clear that he has 

no personal acquaintance of Jesus, but rather a collection of accounts from others, which gives the belief 

that Luke was associated with the disciples’ ministries and with persons close to Jesus. The Lesson’s 

author states, “There is no certainty as to when the Luke – Acts was written, but it suggested that it was 

written A.D. 55–73 and before A.D. 90.” 

Background Scripture  

In Acts 1, the disciples asked Jesus, “Lord, are you going to restore the kingdom to Israel now?” (Acts 

1:6) The Lesson’s author views this scripture as a question that shows that Luke is interested in 

confirming that Jesus was the Jewish Messiah. Jesus gives a spiritual response to a worldly question. 

Jesus’ answer in Acts 1:7-8, “…It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by His 

own authority.” His response confirms that He is the Savior; Jesus knows that there is a set time and 

speaks for the Father. He did not share the Father’s plan with the Jews. They are not given privilege 

because of their religion or connection; they would have to wait like everyone else. 

Lesson Scripture  

The Lesson’s author clarifies Luke’s writings on several things: 

 Sought to trace the development of this new sacred faith from its beginning in Bethlehem to its 

growing prominence as a legal, bona fide, and compelling religion.  

 Attempt to address the perception that Christianity was separate from the Jewish faith and 

arguments that Christianity was an illegal religious cult.  

 The result was persecution of Christians in some areas of the Empire. Luke’s writings attempt to 

convey that Christianity is a universal religion.  

 Sought to persuade readers that Jesus is the Savior of the entire world (Luke 2:29-32). 

In Acts 6:1-8, it is apparent that in the New Testament, just as with the Old Testament prophets, the 

disciples are concerned about the poor and the marginalized, including women. We see that master plan 

of inclusiveness is in the DNA of Jesus and the disciples that are called to spread the Gospel to Jews and 

the Gentiles.  

Verse 1: “About that time, while the number of disciples continued to increase, a complaint arose. 



 
 

Greek-speaking disciples accused the Aramaic-speaking disciples because their widows were being 

overlooked in the daily food service.”  

We are called to take care of the least of these, whatever the need may be, food, shelter, clothing, 

healthcare, education, so that no one is deprived of basic needs or the hope for a better life. The Lesson’s 

author uses this scripture reference as an example: “Blessed are you who are poor” (Luke 6:20). We can 

infer that this scripture about the poor expands beyond the material needs to the state of the mind, body 

and spiritual condition. The author also uses Luke’s exclusive Gospel account of the parable of the good 

Samaritan as a confirming story of God’s command that Christians are to love all our neighbors, 

defining our neighbor in broad, inclusive terms (Luke 10:29-37). We see that these scriptures’ examples 

of the blending of cultures are not exclusive to today’s society, but have been God’s blueprint since 

Biblical times. Luke, a Gentile and not a Jew, is an author in this Jewish Bible. That’s an example of 

inclusiveness.  

Verses 3-6: The disciples are concerned about the widows being overlooked. Here again is an example 

of the poor not being cared for. They respond to this and choose seven others disciples to serve in 

different capacities to care for the marginalized. The matter of hearing from God to choose disciples to 

serve was apparently taken very seriously as we can surmise that the Scripture infers that many are 

competent to do the job, but states in Verse 3, that they are to be “endowed by the spirit…” Persons that 

are called to serve, including clergy, should manifest the Holy Spirit in their speech, countenance, acts, 

and deeds. A person’s talent, style, wealth or worldly affirmations are not substitutes for the Holy Spirit. 

Matthew 6:24 (New International Version) states, “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate 

the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 

both God and money.” 

Verse 8: In this lesson’s concluding scripture, we see a model of the endowment of the Holy Spirit in 

Stephen. The scripture states, “Stephen stands out among the believers for the way God’s grace was at 

work in his life and for his exceptional endowment with divine power, was doing great wonders and 

signs among the people.”  

A Time to Engage 

Where do we see processes, taxation, businesses, and trade affairs that allow for the rich to get richer 

and the poor and “widows” to be left behind and become even more marginalized?  

How can we be more committed as disciples that serve God, spiritually endowed, to bring inclusiveness, 

justice, and equality to all people? 

Closing Prayer 

Lord, we thank you for the opportunity to serve. We ask for strength to be the disciples that you have 

called us to be even during difficult times. May we continue to be strengthened and shielded by your 

love and grace and serve in the endowment by the Holy Spirit. Amen. 



 
 

Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. Contact her 

at earnestine@sgaumc.com.  

Footnote: Adult Bible Studies Series Fall 2017. 

 

OBITUARIES 

Mrs. Clarice Robertson 

Emmie Clarice Atkins Robertson, 91, of St. Simons Island, Ga. and formerly of Valdosta, died 

Wednesday, July 12, 2017, at Langdale Hospice House. She was born in Cuthbert, Ga. on Sept. 25, 

1925, to the late Clarence and Emmie Thomas Atkins. Mrs. Robertson was a member of the Wesley 

United Methodist Church at Frederica on St. Simons Island. 

Clarice Robertson’s whole life was that of dedication to others. She was born into a Methodist family in 

Cuthbert. Educated in two Methodist colleges, Andrew and LaGrange, she married the Reverend 

Vernard Robertson, a United Methodist minister, in 1945. She served beside her husband in each of his 

pastoral appointments in South Georgia. Clarice was an active participant in United Methodist Women. 

She served as a speaker for young adult conferences, district meetings, Day Apart retreats, and other 

church activities. For 18 years she served as official hostess of Epworth By The Sea. There were few 

occasions when guests visited Epworth that Mrs. Robertson was not present. She greeted people with a 

loving smile, a warm personality and a sweet spirit. Everyone that she met knew her as a person who 

always gave of herself for others. 

Clarice loved being Mema to her grandchildren and great grands. They knew her as the one who made 

them feel special, the one who called their name in prayer, and the one who was always there for them. 

Survivors include her four daughters and two sons in law, Claire Zant of Madison, Ga.; Mary Beth 

Altman of Valdosta; Gay and Cliff Brown of Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla.; and Sue and Paul DeMersseman 

of Athens, Ga.; her grandsons, Dan (Laree) Zant of Madison, Ga.; Ben Zant of Acworth, Ga.; Will 

(Blair) Zant of Lawrenceville, Ga; Ken (Brooke) Altman of Hahira, Ga.; Preston (Erica) Brown of 

Orlando, Fla.; and Robert DeMersseman and Dustin DeMersseman, both of Athens, Ga.; her 

granddaughters, Jenny (Tripp) Cofield of Madison, Ga.; Leslie (Jim) McAllister of Hahira, Ga.; Emmie 

Brown of Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla.; Claire (Tyler) Grigsby of Marianna, Fla.; and Kim DeMersseman of 

Athens, Ga.; and 17 great grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her husband, Rev. Vernard E. 

Robertson, two sons in law, Walter Zant and Ken Altman, Sr., and one sister, Mary Edith Edwards. 

Services were held Saturday, July 15, 2017, at Wesley United Methodist Church at Frederica. Graveside 

services were held at Guyton Cemetery in Guyton, Ga. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to 

Epworth By The Sea, P O Box 20407, St. Simons Island, GA 31522. Condolences to the family may be 

conveyed online at www.mclanecares.com.  

mailto:earnestine@sgaumc.com
http://www.mclanecares.com/


 
 

 

Scripture Readings – July 24 

July 30 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 29:15-28 

Psalm 105:1-11, 45b (UMH 828) 

Romans 8:26-39 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

Aug. 6 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

Genesis 32:22-31 

Psalm 17:1-7, 15 (UMH 749) 

Romans 9:1-5 

Matthew 14:13-21 

Aug. 13 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 

Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b (UMH 828) 

Romans 10:5-15 

Matthew 14:22-33 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 7/24/2017 edition 

Christian Education Sunday – Aug. 20 

Christian Education Sunday “calls the Church as the people of God to be open to growth and learning as 

disciples of Jesus Christ.” 

Pathways to Discipleship – Aug. 26 

Churches looking for new ideas, networking opportunities and practical, quality training for their 

pastors, parishioners, staff and leaders need look no further than this year’s Pathways leadership training 

event. Scheduled for Saturday, Aug. 26 at Trinity United Methodist Church in Warner Robins, the 

training event will offer participants more than 30 workshops to choose from, each designed to help 

congregations become healthier and to fulfill the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ. The event 

will begin with a time of worship and gathering time around creativity in ministry. The training, which 

starts at 9:30 a.m. and lasts until 4:00 p.m., features workshops on a variety of subjects, from children 

and youth-focused workshops to spiritual discipline workshops to those focused on missions and 

outreach. The conference cost $25 per person. A boxed lunch from Chick-fil-A is included in the 

registration fee. Safe Sanctuaries compliant childcare is available for newborn to fifth-grade children at 



 
 

a cost of $10 per child which covers the cost of their lunch. Pre-registration is required for childcare. .5 

CEU credits are available for this event. Visit www.sgaumc.org/pathways for more information and to 

register. For questions, contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com.  

Methodist Children's Home Work Day Offering – Sept. 17 

Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special Work Day Offering to support 

the ministry of The Methodist Home for Children and Youth. The Work Day Offering for the Methodist 

Home is a tradition from the 1900s, a time when people, mostly farmers, donated the equivalent of one 

day’s wages to the Methodist Home. Sometimes they would load a freight car with cotton or peanuts and 

send it to Macon. Today folks just use a calculator. The amount of the work day offering can be 

calculated quite simply: Divide your annual income by 365 (farmers didn’t take vacation days.) For 

example, if a person made $60,000 a year, it would be $60,000 divided by 365 = $164. Whether you 

give cotton or a check, be assured that your gift will bring hope and a new lease on life to the more than 

400 children and families they serve every day. To learn more about this incredible ministry of our 

conference visit www.themethodisthome.org.  

Sexual Ethics Workshop – Sept. 21 

A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 21 at Tifton First 

United Methodist Church. Click here to register for the September workshop. According to the 

Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this workshop is REQUIRED EVERY (3) THREE YEARS for any 

person serving under appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed 

lay speakers). Cost is $35, which includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to 

South Georgia Conference. For questions, please email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note that 

spouses and lay employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop. 

World Communion Sunday – Oct. 1 

World Communion Sunday is one of the six churchwide Special Sundays of The United Methodist 

Church. Our church is at its best when we reach out to sisters and brothers in need. World Communion 

Sunday calls the church to reach out to all people and model diversity among God’s children. United 

Methodists relate to World Communion Sunday by celebrating communion with other Christians around 

the world on this special Sunday. Churches are also encouraged to receive an offering to support 

scholarships for ethnic undergraduate and graduate students. Our gifts often enable first-generation 

students to attend college. 

Vashti Day – Oct. 15 

Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special offering to support the ministry 

of The Vashti Center, Inc. To learn more about Vashti and its great ministry, visit www.vashti.org.  

UMW Annual Meeting – Oct. 21 

South Georgia’s United Methodist Women will celebrate 45 years of mission and ministry on Saturday, 

Oct. 21 at Statesboro First United Methodist Church. Visit www.sgaumc.org/umw for more information. 
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