
 
 

 

 

SOUTH GEORGIA ADVOCATE – OCTOBER 16 EDITION  

Annual Conference shortened by one day; hotel room blocks now open 

At a recent meeting, the Annual Conference Program Committee decided to shorten the length of the 

2018 Annual Conference session by one day. It is now set for June 3-5, 2018, at the Jekyll Island 

Convention Center on Jekyll Island. 

“After last year, some delegates expressed concern over the cost of hotel rooms and meals on the 

island,” said Dr. Jay Harris, Conference secretary. “We listened and have therefore modified our 

schedule so that delegates may choose to head home on Tuesday if they want.” 

The 2018 Annual Conference session will begin at 6:30 p.m. Sunday evening, June 3, and conclude at 4 

p.m. Tuesday afternoon, June 5. Since the conference was shortened by one day, if delegates choose to 

leave after the session ends Tuesday they will only have to pay for two nights in a hotel instead of the 

typical three or four nights. 

“We are excited to be returning to Jekyll and the wonderful surroundings and facilities this location 

offers us,” Dr. Harris said. “Bishop Bryan and the Conference Program Committee have already begun 

to plan a conference that will engage us in God’s mission. The Local Arrangements Coordinator, Mr. 

Bill Allen, and the marvelous army of volunteers that Bill led in 2017 are gearing up again to host us.” 

Hotel room blocks are now open. Special South Georgia Conference rates have been negotiated at hotels 

on Jekyll Island and at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. Click here to view a list of hotels. 

Additional information and changes related to the annual conference session can be found on the 

conference website, www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.  

 

Morales to be UMCOR liaison in Puerto Rico 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Luis Morales, Disaster Coordinator for the South Georgia Conference, is traveling to Puerto Rico today, 

Friday, Oct. 13, as a consultant for the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). He is 

representing UMCOR and meeting with Bishop Hector Ortiz, bishop of the Methodist Church of Puerto 

http://www.sgaumc.org/hotels
http://www.sgaumc.org/annualconference


 
 

Rico, to assess how The United Methodist Church and UMCOR can best support and help Puerto Ricans 

in the wake of Hurricane Maria. 

“This is part of our connection,” said Morales, who is a member of Centerville United Methodist Church 

in Kathleen but is originally from Puerto Rico. “This is one way we can connect from here to there.” 

While there have been many conversations between UMCOR and the Methodist Church of Puerto Rico, 

Morales’ trip will be the first face-to-face meeting between the two organizations since the hurricane 

devastated the island. 

This initial trip is a fact-finding mission and will last only a few days, but when Morales returns 

UMCOR will be able to more fully understand Puerto Rico’s long-term needs and will then be able to 

strategically direct resources, teams, and supplies.   

Aside from being a person of faith and a fellow Methodist, Morales has a vested interest in the country – 

several members of his family still live there and were impacted by the hurricane. They are safe, but 

many are still without potable water or electricity.  

He says that South Georgia United Methodists can support Puerto Ricans by praying and giving through 

UMCOR. He will have more details on further support upon his return.  

“Pray,” he said. “Pray that relief efforts continue to reach out and touch the most vulnerable. And keep 

praying that those efforts help save lives.” 

 

2017 Conference Journal ready for orders and download 

Journal includes conference business, directories, reports, appointments, and statistical tables 

 

The 2017 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference is now available for purchase. As has been 

our process in recent years, those wishing to purchase a Conference Journal will order their copy(ies) 

online directly from the printer. The cost of the Journal is $20 each plus tax and shipping. 

 

Click here to order your copy of the 2017 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference.*  

 

The Journal is also available as a free PDF download at www.sgaumc.org/conferencejournal. Adobe 

Acrobat Reader is required to download the file(s). The ability to download just the sections needed is 

also available. 

 

“In my office, I happen to have our conference's yearly Journals going back to 1929," said Dr. Jay 

Harris, Conference Secretary. "Each Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference tells the story of 

the Annual Conference Session for that year. It tells when and where we met, what bishop presided, 

http://www.lulu.com/shop/south-georgia-conference/the-2017-journal-of-the-south-georgia-annual-conference-of-the-united-methodist-church/paperback/product-23362703.html
http://www.sgaumc.org/conferencejournal


 
 

what worship services were held, what business was conducted, what ministries were celebrated, who 

was ordained and commissioned, what clergy persons retired, who was remembered at their passing, 

what the laity did, what the program emphases were in the annual conference, and much more. You can 

look through the Daily Proceedings and remember what happened at the last session of the annual 

conference. The Journal contains directories, reports, and statistics, which makes it a good reference 

tool. The Journals provide an enduring witness of our Connection as United Methodist believers." 

 

Format and publishing changes introduced a couple of years ago have resulted in tremendous cost 

savings for both the Conference and the individual purchaser. The convenience of online ordering also 

allows purchasers the ability to order copies throughout the year, not just during a pre-order window. 

 

Contact Journal Editor Meredyth Earnest at meredyth@sgaumc.com with any questions about the 

Journal. 

 

*The Conference is using www.Lulu.com, an online print-on-demand publishing company, to print the 

2016 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference. Orders will be made and processed via their 

secure website and shipped directly from their facility.  

 

Church, school partnership helps give students hope, skills, confidence 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

It’s sometimes challenging for young adults with disabilities to find meaningful work and live 

independently after graduating high school, but a unique partnership between a Richmond Hill church 

and school is helping give students the life skills and confidence they need to tackle adult life. 

For the past two years, Richmond Hill United Methodist Church has partnered with Richmond Hill High 

School’s special education class to help students increase their capabilities and gain independence. 

Every Monday morning the 16 students arrive at the church with their teachers, divide into smaller 

groups, and begin their tasks. Some help tidy the sanctuary while others organize the pews, dust, or 

clean the church’s vans.  

The program is part of the class’ community-based vocational instruction (CBVI) curriculum, which 

helps students learn life and job skills for their futures. Their work at the church builds on what they’re 

learning in the classroom and gives them real-world experience.  

“We work on life skills and job skills so that when the students graduate they hopefully have the skill set 

to be as independent as they can be,” said Kristin Blanton, a special education teacher at Richmond Hill 

High School. “We try to help the church as much as we can by cleaning and organizing, but really the 
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church is helping us in so many ways by giving our students a chance to practice these skills in a real-

life setting.” 

In addition to becoming more proficient in skills like counting, alphabetizing, cleaning, and following 

directions, students are able to practice their communication skills, their mannerisms, and their manners, 

Blanton said.  

Not only are the students able to learn and hone skills, they have been able to form relationships with 

church staff and volunteers. The students look forward to being with the volunteers each week and 

seeing familiar faces outside of school. 

“Some of our students can’t or don’t participate in after-school clubs or activities or socialize with 

people outside of the classroom,” Blanton said. “So to go out into the community … and get to 

experience that inclusion is a big deal.” 

The ministry is one that doesn’t need to beg for volunteers, said Rev. Glenn Martin, Richmond Hill 

UMC’s senior pastor. Church members understand the significance of the program and are eager to help 

and spend time with the students. 

“It’s a joy to have this ministry,” Rev. Glenn Martin said. “Faces light up when they’re there. We like 

having them.” 

It’s just one of several ways the congregation reaches out to the community, Rev. Martin said, and 

serves those who are most vulnerable. 

“Our congregation sees the needs in our community and reaches out to help, especially those who have 

difficult life circumstances,” he said. “We always try to help and keep our doors open.” 

Blanton says that the program and partnership is a positive one for all involved, and she hopes that other 

schools and churches will be encouraged to form similar relationships. The students feel welcomed, 

accomplished, and loved when they’re at the church, she said, and that’s important to her and them. 

“I don’t think our students would be as successful as they are without these programs in the 

community,” she said. “We have become dependent on them because they are so beneficial and so 

helpful for our students.  

“They get so much joy, excitement, and pleasure being there, and feel important having a job and role. It 

has been a huge blessing. These kids are so special and talented and smart, and this is a wonderful 

opportunity for them to show that.”  

 

Asbury Memorial UMC weaves scripture, sermon, Broadway songs into services 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 



 
 

Colorful carousel horses, balloons, and men in masks are more often associated with Broadway stages 

instead of church chancels, but on Sunday, Oct. 8 worshipers at Asbury Memorial United Methodist 

Church were treated to a vibrant and powerful musical display during a special worship service.  

It’s become an October tradition for the Savannah church to incorporate well-known Broadway numbers 

into its services. Liturgy, scripture, and a sermon are woven among harmonies and high notes during the 

church’s annual God on Broadway series, now in its 13th year.  

Every Sunday in October since 2005 Rev. Billy Hester and his creative and talented congregation have 

combined sermons and songs with Broadway themes, bringing God’s word to life in new and innovative 

ways. 

“These sometimes help us talk about issues that can be tough to talk about. (The songs and themes) open 

a door for that,” Rev. Hester said. “People might think they’re kind of soft services, but they’re actually 

some of our more profound and deep services.” 

This season, songs from Pippen, Carousel, and Wicked have been performed, and the series will 

continue with Aladdin on Oct. 22 and close with Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat on 

Oct. 29. 

Rev. Hester and his wife, Cheri, met doing theater in New York City and were later cast opposite each 

other in Pippin. They share a love and passion for the arts, the Church, and their faith in Christ. 

“It’s all kind of come together in this series,” he said. 

Asbury Memorial UMC has about 250 regular attendees each Sunday but the pews are packed during 

the God on Broadway series, with more than 500 people attending worship services in October. 

“This is a great tool for reaching those who wouldn’t normally go into a church,” Rev. Hester said. “We 

get lots and lots and lots of visitors.” 

The series wasn’t designed just to attract visitors or to highlight the congregation’s vast artistic abilities, 

he said. He wanted to help people see God working in all areas of their lives, not just while they were 

sitting in church on Sunday mornings. 

“There’s theology in everything we see,” he said. “I wanted to get people thinking about how God is 

working in life. You don’t have to just quote scripture for God to be involved, and it doesn’t have to 

have ‘church’ at the end of a sentence for God to be part of it.” 

 

 

Building Community; UMW to meet Oct. 21 

United Methodist Women Annual Meeting 2017 



 
 

Written and submitted by United Methodist Women 

United Methodist Women in South Georgia has been “Building Community” all year long. It’s is 

nothing new for this organization because it is what and who we are – a community. 

The conference Annual Meeting being held at Statesboro First United Methodist Church Oct. 21 will 

highlight this theme and will accent the job our Bishop give us at Annual Conference, “being alive in 

Christ.” 

“Statesboro First is a wonderful and gracious congregation, and one of their special gifts in the 

Northeast District is generous hospitality,” said Mary Exley, Conference President. “We are excited to 

be there for the 2017 Annual Meeting.” 

The day will begin with registration at 9 a.m., which will allow time for browsing the book room and 

visiting with old friends and acquaintances. Worship will begin at 10 a.m. in the sanctuary with the 

procession of presidents, followed by the program, business session, and communion. Lunch will be 

served in Statesboro First UMC’s beautiful dining room. 

“We hope all women of South Georgia will register and come to this meeting this year,” Exley said. 

“We are nearing the time we will celebrate our 150th anniversary, so it will be a good time to come and 

learn about that legacy.” 

Registration forms can be obtained by contacting UMW district presidents or by clicking here.  

 

Students will learn about ONE thing at Encounter youth retreat 

Encounter, the annual youth retreat sponsored by South Georgia’s Office of Connectional Ministries, is 

set for Nov. 17-19 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. Designed for 6th - 12th grade students, 

Encounter will offer passionate worship, relevant Bible study, and a meaningful time away from home 

with other teens.  

The theme “One.,” taken from John 14:6 where Jesus says, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through me,” will ask students “What if we use this ONE life we’ve been 

given to live unashamedly for the ONE and only true God? What if we worship unashamedly the ONE 

who redeemed us? What if we show others the ONE way to eternal life? What if God showed up and 

changed ONE life ... yours?” 

Best-selling author, inspirational blogger, and speaker Jarrid Wilson will dive deeper into the “ONE” 

theme showing students that ONE life that has been changed for Jesus can impact the world. 

http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/UMW+Annual+Meeting+1.pdf


 
 

Charlie Judd, Camp Connect’s worship leader, will share his gifts during each of the worship 

services. Charlie brings a passion to see young people experience God through worship, ultimately 

leading to a changed life.  

Online registration is available through November 9. Churches will register as a group. The cost for this 

event is $135 per person which includes programming, insurance, food, lodging, and a t-shirt. 

Click here to register 

Adult chaperones with Safe Sanctuary certification must be provided by each church group. For more 

information, contact Event Coordinator Suzanne Akins at suzanne@sgaumc.com or (912) 638-8626 ext 

107. 

More information can also be found on the Encounter website: www.sgaumc.org/encounter.  

 

Teams needed from Texas to Florida 

The South Georgia Conference has received requests for ERTs (Early Response Teams) and mission 

teams from Annual Conferences affected by recent storms. Coastal communities here at home and in 

Texas and Florida can use our help, as can communities affected by Hurricane Matthew last year. 

Remember that when you are looking for an opportunity to volunteer as a mission team, each requesting 

Annual Conference controls the process and coordinates the United Methodist response.   

 

Want to Serve in South Georgia? 

 

Here at home, Hurricane/Tropical Storm Irma left its worst impact in Coastal Georgia. Badged, current 

ERT and trained chainsaw teams are needed in Chatham and other coastal counties. Lodging can be 

arranged in local churches; however, teams may need to cook their own meals or use local restaurants. 

 

Interested ERTs can contact Luis O. Morales, South Georgia Conference Disaster Response 

Coordinator, at morhilll@gmail.com 

 

Want to Serve in Florida? 

 

We have received confirmation that Florida is ready for volunteers to respond to Hurricane Irma. 

Trained ERTs will be placed in Irma relief and those who are not trained will be serving with recovery 

for Hermine and Matthew. 

 

Click here to volunteer through the Florida Annual Conference. 

 

https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/Encounter2017
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For more information regarding needs in Florida, visit their Disaster Response information page at 

http://www.flumc.org/disasterrecoveryministry. 

 

Want to Serve in Texas? 

 

Two Annual Conferences in Texas are calling for ERTs or mission teams. 

 

The Texas Annual Conference is ready to receive volunteer teams to assist with Hurricane Harvey relief. 

The work consists mainly of cleaning out flooded homes and requires extensive physical labor. At least 

one member of a team must be ERT trained. Teams should bring their own protective gear and tools. All 

members need proof of Safe Sanctuary training and clear background check from your local United 

Methodist Church. Housing is available at a host church in the conference. Team leaders can register 

their team here. 

 

The Rio Texas Conference is asking for currently certified ERT members for help with debris removal 

of down trees and roof tarping. Many homes have water damage from damaged windows and roofs. 

Teams will be based out of Corpus Christi and should register at https://riotexas.org/ert-volunteer-team-

registration. ERT trained individuals/small groups not part of a team should register 

at https://riotexas.org/ert-individual-and-small-group-signup. 

 

Want to Serve in Louisiana? 

 

Teams are currently working two different disasters in Louisiana. The state is in the early response 

phase (i.e. mucking out) in response to Hurricane Harvey in the southwest part of the state and in the 

recovery phase (i.e. rebuilding) in response to the 2016 floods in the Baton Rouge, Denham Springs, 

Gonzales and Hammond areas. Register your team 

at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/UMCVolunteerRegistration 

 

Want to Serve in North Carolina?  

 

We encourage anyone interested in volunteering to join the work in Lumberton, NC, or any of the 

Hurricane Matthew devastated areas as the need is great and our best energy can be put to work right 

now! Click here to read more about needs in Lumberton and how to volunteer. 

 

Want to Serve in Puerto Rico?  

 

There is not yet a call for ERTs or other mission teams in Puerto Rico. Our Annual Conference is in 

communication with the Bishop of Puerto Rico and has offered our prayers right now and our teams 

when they are ready for that phase of the response. Even though the situation in is significantly worse, 

the same process will be involved once Puerto Rico is ready to receive teams. 

http://www.flumc.org/disasterrecoveryministry
http://www.txcumc.org/newsdetail/disaster-volunteer-team-registration-9275846
https://riotexas.org/ert-volunteer-team-registration
https://riotexas.org/ert-volunteer-team-registration
https://riotexas.org/ert-individual-and-small-group-signup
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/UMCVolunteerRegistration
http://www.ngumc.org/newsdetail/teams-needed-in-lumberton-nc-9004227


 
 

 

Feeling Called to Serve as an ERT? 

The South Georgia Conference has several ERT training events scheduled in October, November, and 

December. Visit www.sgaumc.org/erttrainings for more information and to register. 

 

Working with leaders to plan for the future 

In the Heart of the Connection 

Rev. Dr. Matt Woodbery, Director of Connectional Ministries 

Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. They shall be like a tree planted by 

water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay 

green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit. Jeremiah 17:7-8 (New 

Revised Standard Version) 

For anyone paying attention to what’s happening to The United Methodist Church, these are times of 

great excitement – and for some, great anxiety. The denomination is in the midst of multiple discussions 

regarding how we shall live authentic lives after the example of Christ in a changing and seemingly 

chaotic world. This is true from the living room Bible study to the discussions between denominational 

leaders on the world stage we call General Conference. I will pick another time to write specifically 

about the way forward. But this time, I want to report to our readers that there are several intentional and 

incremental initiatives seeking the insights of congregations and Conference leaders that are taking place 

now under the leadership of Bishop Lawson Bryan. 

First, for the past year, Bishop Bryan has convened a Strategic Initiatives Team which consists of 

Conference Lay Leaders, our General Conference Delegation leaders, District Superintendents (also 

known as the Cabinet), the Directors of Ministerial Services, Administrative Services, Congregational 

Development, Communications, and Connectional Ministries (also known as the Extended Cabinet), our 

Conference Pastoral Counselor, and the Office of Connectional Ministries. In this forum, which has met 

five times in the past year, these leaders have considered the challenges of our Conference and have 

begun to develop specific goals for the coming year and beyond while bonding as a team. 

Concurrent with this forum has been the gathering of senior pastors from the top 25 churches by average 

worship attendance. Convened four times by Bishop Bryan, they have gathered to share their knowledge 

of the culture and vitality of local churches in the Conference and to join in intentional conversation 

about the challenges facing the Conference and denomination. Bishop Bryan has also met with groups of 

young clergy and Hispanic clergy with the same desire to gain insights and perspectives from these 

groups. 

http://www.sgaumc.org/erttrainings


 
 

Today, Monday, Oct. 16, the Leadership Forum met at the Methodist Children’s Home in Macon. This 

forum was directed by the Annual Conference and consisted of key positional leaders of the Conference 

to gather “for prayer, dialogue, discernment, and stewardship of God’s vision for our common ministry 

as it is expressed through the South Georgia Annual Conference.” (2016 Annual Conference Journal, p. 

26) This forum met to receive status reports on many areas of ministry and to begin shaping the 

processes for entering into conversations regarding the future proposals provided by the Commission on 

the Way Forward and the Council of Bishops in the coming months. 

While these leaders of our Conference are gathering now and in the weeks to come I encourage you to 

visit the UMC.org website where you will find the most current information regarding the Commission 

on a Way Forward. Here at this site there is information about this special commission appointed by 

General Conference to deliberate about the future of The United Methodist Church. There is also a page 

on our Conference website dedicated to the news and developments of this historic time in the church. 

I would also commend to you another separate initiative that may be useful as we gather to consider who 

we are as Christians called Methodists. Entitled “Wonder, Love, and Praise,” it is a thorough description 

of United Methodist beliefs and practices. The study itself is still in draft form and the Council of 

Bishops would like feedback from you and your church or Sunday school class on this study. You can 

find study materials and videos here.  

In a time where people are trying to understand on which side of the discussion they stand, “Wonder, 

Love, and Praise” seeks to capture those elements of what makes Methodism unique in the life of the 

Church universal. Stand by for more information on how your small group or congregation can provide 

this needed input to this important initiative. 

I will conclude by pointing to the scripture offered at the beginning of this column. No matter how 

complex and chaotic our lives – or the life of our church – may seem, Jeremiah’s proclaiming God’s 

promise of the reward of our trust in our everlasting and faithful God remains a truth of comfort and 

hope. With that promise, we may remain alive, together, in Christ! 

From the Heart of the Connection, 

Matt 

 

Do we have the right to ask God to bless America? 

PATHWAY TO HIS PRESENCE 

B.J. FUNK 

Four days after the Las Vegas massacre, I sat in a filled civic center in Tallahassee, Fla., listening to a 

teaching by David Jeremiah. He was, as expected, wonderful. But what happened at the end had just as 

http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward
http://www.sgaumc.org/commissiononawayforward
http://www.sgaumc.org/commissiononawayforward
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/wonder-love-and-praise-sharing-a-vision-of-the-church-english


 
 

great an impact. One of his gifted vocalists sang “God Bless America,” and as she did, I asked myself, 

“Do we even have the right to ask God to bless America?” 

With division sweeping our great nation, angry voices accompanied by violence filling our streets, mass 

shootings, and daily scenes of hate moving over our televisions, we all wonder. Has our nation sunk so 

low that we don’t have the right anymore to sing that beautiful song? Do we have the right to ask God 

for His blessings? 

If we think of blessings as something God can give us, like an increased bank account or good health, 

then one wonders if blessings of prosperity and health should be prayed for by a country that has turned 

its back on God in so many ways. However, perhaps we can look at other avenues of blessing, some that 

we have not thought of before. 

“God bless America by taking away. Take away our self-centeredness and our need to be right. Take 

away pride that exalts us and closes our eyes to the pain of others. Take away the apathy that we carry 

with us into and out of church. Take away blind eyes that are closed to the homeless, the hungry, and the 

lost. Take away arrogance that causes us to highly acclaim ourselves.” 

Show us that the glamorous never was, that sin always is, and that we are hopeless unless we hope in 

you. Yes, God, please do bless America by taking away the unnecessary that we thought was necessary 

and by putting in its place the essential which we thought was not essential.  

And, have mercy on us. Amen. 

The Rev. B.J. Funk, associate pastor of Central UMC in Fitzgerald, has written a book with 50 

devotionals on grief based on her personal experience. “Grief is not a Permanent Condition: 50 

Devotionals to Help You Through the Grieving Process” points the reader to Jesus and the hope found 

in Him. Visit www.bjfunkgrief.com for more information and to order. Email Rev. Funk at 

bjfunk@bellsouth.net. 

 

God’s Covenant With David 

Fall Quarter: Covenants With God 

Unit 2: Called Into Covenant With God 

Sunday school lesson for the week of October 22, 2017 

By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 

Scripture Lesson: 2 Samuel 7:1-6, 8-10, 12-16 

Background Scripture: 2 Samuel 7:1-16; Psalm 89; 1 Chronicles 22:6-8 

Purpose: To discern how God has guided our lives with purpose and faithful love 

http://www.bjfunkgrief.com/
mailto:bjfunk@bellsouth.net


 
 

Key Verse: Your dynasty and your kingdom will be secured forever before me. Your throne will be 

established forever. (2 Samuel 7:16) 

History of the Books of Samuel  

The Adult Bible Studies’ writer provides the following history narrative: 

The two books of Samuel and the two books of Kings were originally one book each. They narrate 

the history of Israel from the call of Samuel to be a prophet to the conquest of Judah and exile in 

Babylon around five centuries later. Using later accounts that the books were compiled during the 

sixth-century B.C. At the time of their writing, the Davidic dynasty that God had promised in this 

week’s readings had collapsed. Its kings no longer ruled.  

Here’s why the Davidic Dynasty collapsed: 

 The two books of Kings identified the corruption that thoroughly plagued Israel and Judah 

throughout their histories, especially among the royalty. 

  Injustice and idolatry prevailed. The promises of God and his blessings were ignored, 

forgotten, or willfully rejected.  

 Even the ark of the covenant, housed in the grand Temple that David wanted to build and 

Solomon built in Jerusalem, could not ensure God’s presence and aid for people who did not 

live up to the expectations of God’s covenant (Jeremiah 7:3-4). 

Hearing the Word 

2 Samuel 7:1-6, 8-10, 12-16 

The writer believes that the author of Samuel most likely lived during this time of turmoil or had keen 

insights into this catastrophic period of Judah’s destruction. The reference of Samuel 8 is used as a 

background to detail the context of their challenges of leadership transition from judges to kingship. The 

Israelites wanted a king to rule over them instead of God as their ruler. Their desire was an open 

rejection to God’s kingship. The people are warned against having a king (Samuel 8:11-18). There is 

always hope. The writer coins David, a king, as a “model ruler,” and says that his kingship 500 years 

earlier provided the symbolic possibility of hope and God’s renewal of promises and blessings. 

Who was David? 

The writer tells us the following: 

 Considered a legendary figure by many scholars.  

 His story goes back to the shepherd boy who played the lyre and sang psalms to soothe the 

troubled King Saul; killed the giant Goliath with a slingshot; the hunted victim of Saul’s anger 

and resentment; and the ideal king who defeated Israel’s enemies, set up his throne in Jerusalem, 

and forged peace and unity among the 12 tribes of Israel.  

 A complicated David arises – an affair with the married Bathsheba, impregnating her and 

arranging the death of her husband.  

 Disorder and rebellion in his own family.  



 
 

Teacher: Ask the class where they find “model” leaders in today’s society or throughout history. What 

are their characteristics that are beneficial to society? 

2 Samuel 7:1 

The writer continues with the background story of the military and political climate before examining 

the lesson scripture and states that: David was anointed by the people of Judah in Hebron to be the “king 

over the house of Judah (2 Samuel 2:4) after Saul’s and Jonathan’s deaths; there were conflicts with the 

tribes of Israel and becoming the king over the consolidated tribes of Judah and Israel (2 Samuel 2:12–

5:5); defeated the local Jebusites, and built a capital city within its bordering earthen walls. David 

battled in wars against the Philistines that were threatened by his growing power, and they were defeated 

(2 Samuel 5:6-25). Afterwards, he sent his troops to Kiriath-jearim to retrieve the ark of the covenant 

(“covenant chest”) to be brought to Jerusalem (1 Samuel 4-6). David entered into a period of peace and 

rest and God’s protection. He settled in his palace and found rests from his enemies with God.  

Verses 2-7  

David felt troubled because he lived in a house made from cedar while the “ark of God remained in a 

tent.” In the text, he engaged in conversation with the Prophet Nathan. Nathan gave David his blessings 

to proceed with what he wanted because God was with him. The story continues with God speaking to 

Nathan with an account of him as the “ark of the covenant” moving from place to place, but not asking 

to have a house built of cedar. What is God expressing to Nathan about David’s disturbed spirit for the 

need to build a proper house for the Ark of the Covenant?  

Verses 8-11 

God gives instructions to Nathan about David’s concern: “So then, say this to my servant David: This is 

what the Lord of heavenly forces says: I took you from the pasture, from following the flock, to be 

leader over my people Israel. I’ve been with you wherever you’ve gone, and I’ve eliminated all your 

enemies before you. Now I will make your name great – like the name of the greatest people on earth. 

I’m going to provide a place for my people Israel, and plant them so that they may live there and no 

longer be disturbed. Cruel people will no longer trouble them, as they had been earlier…” God only 

wanted for David to remember his glorious works and his protection. 

Verses 12-16 

The scripture continues to explore God’s answer to the David building his house: “When the time comes 

for you to die and you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up your descendant – one of your very 

own children – to succeed you, and I will establish his kingdom. He will build a temple for my name, 

and I will establish his royal throne forever…”  

Teacher: Ask the class to share an experience where God’s establishment of protection was evident. 

Conclusion 



 
 

Humanity has always experienced times of unrest, disturbances, and times of peace. In examining the 

Biblical text, we discover that God still provides deliverance, protection, and keeps his covenant. “Your 

dynasty and your kingdom will be secured forever before me.” Your throne will be established forever 

(Verse 16). 

Closing Prayer 

Dear God, let us embrace your presence, commands, and live in reverence, awe, and faithfully to your 

covenant and love. Amen.  

Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. Contact her 

at earnestine@sgaumc.com.  

The “Adult Bible Studies, Series Fall 2017” book is used for the content of this lesson. 

 

God’s Covenant With the Returned Exiles 

Fall Quarter: Covenants With God 

Unit 2: Called Into Covenant With God 

Sunday school lesson for the week of October 29, 2017 

By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 

Scripture Lesson: Nehemiah 9:32-38; Nehemiah 10:28-29 

Background Scripture: Nehemiah 9–10 

Purpose: To be able to admit our faults and pledge ourselves to a life that honors our relationship with 

God 

Key Verse: You have been just in all that has happened to us; you have acted faithfully, and we have 

done wrong. (Nehemiah 9:33) 

The Adult Bible Studies’ writer begins expressing that the return of the exiles is possibly the most crucial 

change for the Jewish people living in the land of their ancestors.  

Hearing the Word 

The writer states the following: 

 The time was around 445 B.C. The place was Jerusalem. 

 It had been almost a century since the first wave of exiles had returned to their native Judah 

from the Babylon. (Ezra 1:1-4).  

 In 458 B.C., the Persian king Artaxerxes sent the scribe and priest Ezra to Judah. He had the 

financial and material commitment of the king and the authority to appoint magistrates and 
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judges.  

 His mission was to strengthen Jewish loyalty to the Persian throne by showing the king’s 

support for the Jewish religious tradition.  

 He brought the Instruction (the Torah; the “Instruction scroll from Moses,” Nehemiah 8:1) 

“to study and perform the Lord’s Instruction, and to teach law and justice in Israel” (Ezra 

7:10).  

 Nehemiah had been a wine-bearer for Artaxerxes. 

 After secretly inspecting the city walls, Nehemiah set about restoring them, completing the 

job in an astounding 52 days.  

The writer briefly moves forward to Chapter 11 with an account of the Jewish population transitioning 

and resettling in Judah into the city – a city still devastated by the sixth-century destruction. Then he 

moves back to this week’s scriptures, describing the culture of that day as one that aligned with the 

society and politics from religious practice and concerns. Ezra’s mission was to strengthen the faith and 

worship of the Jewish people, supported by Nehemiah. Nehemiah and Ezra led the mission by reading 

on the first day from the “Instruction scroll from Moses, according to which the Lord had instructed 

Israel” (8:1). The people responded with cries and the day was proclaimed as a holy day unto God 

because they heard and understood his words. The “Instruction scroll” was read daily during the Feast of 

Tabernacle (Festival) and on the eighth day the people’s cries turned in to prayer (8:1-12). 

Verses 9:32-35 

The writer conveys that by verse 30, the historical narrative of the prayer reaches the time of the 

Babylonian exile. We see similarities from last week’s lesson of the behaviors of a disobedient people, 

despite the warnings of the prophets. The people had tested God’s patience, and God had “to hand them 

over” to their enemies. Those who had returned to the land of their ancestors after that terrible period of 

exile still found themselves in a region ruled by a foreign power. In verse 32, the request of the peoples’ 

prayer becomes clear. The Jews confessed their wrongdoings and admitted that the Lord had been just 

and faithful in “all that has happened to” them. The prayer was a combination of God’s gifts and a 

confession of their disobedience.  

Teacher: Ask the class to examine their prayer time with God; do they practice confession and 

repentance? What seems to be the central themes in their prayers? 

Verses 9:36-38  

The returned exiles considered themselves “slaves” in the land that was given to their ancestors because 

of their own sin. God gave their land to rulers beyond their borders and their kings to reign over them. 

The writer expresses their condition as a sense of helplessness even though they had the help of the 

Persian overseers (Ezra and Nehemiah were charged by the monarchy to strengthen the culture and 

socio-economic structure of Judah). God always extend his grace and mercy when we confess our sins 

and repent. The Jews received God’s mercy and grace and renewed their faithfulness to him.  

Nehemiah 10:28-29  



 
 

The writer concludes with the people’s pledge to God and their signed agreement “to live by God’s 

Instruction.” The entire community solemnly pledged to live by the instructions, which had been given 

by Moses at Sinai and included “all the commandments, judgments, and statutes of our Lord God.” (In 

verse 29, the NRSV mentions a curse along with the pledge, which would have referred to the accepted 

punishment of those who failed to live up to the promise.) Verse 28 list those that pledged: “The rest of 

the people, the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, the temple servants, and all who have 

separated themselves from the neighboring peoples to follow the Instruction from God, together with 

their wives, their sons, their daughters, and all who have knowledge and understanding.” 

Conclusion 

As we examined these scriptures, it is evident that God makes her commands known and requires for us 

to honor our covenant with him. His grace is always abiding for our redemption. 

Closing Prayer 

Dear God, we thank you for establishing your covenant in relationship with humanity and for your grace 

and mercy. Amen. 

Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. Contact her 

at earnestine@sgaumc.com.  

The “Adult Bible Studies, Series Fall 2017” book is used for the content of this lesson. 

 

Promise of a New Covenant 

Fall Quarter: Covenants With God 

Unit 3: An Everlasting Covenant 

Sunday school lesson for the week of November 5, 2017 

By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 

Scripture Lesson: Numbers 25:10-13; 1 Samuel 2:30-36 

Background Scripture: Nehemiah 25; 1 Samuel 2:27-36 

Purpose: To understand that our service to God is built upon integrity and fidelity to our commitments to 

God and to others 

Key Verse: Then I will establish for myself a trustworthy priest who will act in accordance with my 

thoughts and desires. (1 Samuel 2:35) 

Hearing the Word 

The Adult Bible Studies’ writer begins the lesson with the following summary of the Israelites’ journey: 
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 The book of Numbers is the fourth scroll of the Torah.  

 40 years of migrating through the desert, Sinai wilderness, the Transjordan region to the plains 

of Moab, along with a new generation of Israelites. 

 Most scholars think the “conquest” of Canaan was not a military conquest by an Israelite army 

but the slow immigration, sometimes assimilation, and local rebellions of Israelite tribes to 

territorial accumulation. 

 Only a few wisdom passages are found, few songs are sung. But the marching of military units 

and conquest of indigenous peoples are readily recorded, and distrust and rebellion of the 

people against Moses, Aaron, and God are all too frequent—reaching a breaking point for God.  

 The Israelites lived on the edge of civilization. They were nomads in a barren land not their own, 

their laws were strict, and God’s judgment often swift. (Numbers 12:1-15, 15:32-36, 20:12). 

 For some of those who looked back on the wilderness, it was a special time when Israel’s 

relationship with her God was first blooming (Jeremiah 2:2). For others, the failures of faith of 

those who roamed the wilderness remained in Israel’s collective memory (Psalm 106:13-14).  

Hearing the Word 

Background (Numbers 25:1-9) 

 

The writer shifts to the period of the Israelites’ arrival in the land of the Moabites and Midianites and 

their settling in the town of Shittim. They were sojourners, maintaining their identity as nomads and 

outsiders, and set apart from the others by God. But, the Israelites still had a spirit of rebellion and 

assimilation to cultural acts of paganism (verse 1).  

The Israelites were entering into the Promised Land, but with calamities looming. The writer states that 

on one hand, the older Israelites who had left Egypt were on their last legs and a plague took its toll on 

those who remained, totaling 24,000 lives (Numbers 25:9; 1 Corinthians 10:8 tallied 23,000). To add to 

this tragedy, some of the Israelites turned again to their rebellious ways, which included the worship of 

the Canaanite god, Baal of Peor (25:1-3), and ultimately faced God’s devastating hand as a consequence 

for their behaviors. God’s response was a command to Moses to kill the leaders, but Moses intervened 

for the ones that had not worshiped Baal and only ordered the demise of the ones that had.  

The writer refers to verses 6 -18 as the “next phase of the story,” which reflects a safeguarding for 

holiness and emphasizing their weeping sorrow because of their sins. 

Verses 10-12  

“The Lord spoke to Moses: Phinehas (Eleazar’s son and Aaron the priest’s grandson) has turned back 

my rage toward the Israelites. Because he was jealous for me among you, I didn’t consume the Israelites 

due to my jealousy. Therefore, say: I’m now giving him my covenant of wellbeing. It will be for him 

and his descendants a covenant of permanent priesthood, because he was jealous for his God and sought 

reconciliation for the Israelites.” God’s reaction was not to “consume” the Israelites in destruction. The 

scripture translation uses the word “Jealously” for Phinehas’s for God’s law, but the writer says that it 

could have been his “zealously” for God’s law (“zealously” is used in other translations). God 



 
 

commended Phinehas for his faithful spirit that led to a covenantal promise of “well-being.” The writer 

points to Psalm 106:28-31 as the psalmist singing a song about Phinehas’s courage. 

1 Samuel 2:12-29  

The writer conveys 1 Samuel as a continuation of the “world of Priests.” The scripture introduces Eli, a 

judge and the chief priest of Shiloh, who may have been a descendant of Phinehas, as receiving a word 

from God. Eli’s actions weren’t similar to Phinehas’s. He received a “divine” complaint about the 

behavior of his sons and his unwillingness to correct them made his family’s future doomed. And, 

because of this, the hope and promise of God for Eli was given to another, a “trustworthy priest” (verse 

35), who would do God’s will.  

Applying the Word  

Teachers ask class members: 

1. Have you ever encountered a “wilderness” experience or in your community? What did you 

learn from the experience? 

2. Discuss ways that humanity’s behaviors are rebellious against God’s commands and covenant? 

How can we help in making a better society based on his commands? 

3. Have you ever felt judged by God for your shortcomings? If so, how did it make you feel and did 

you confess? 

4. How can you improve your commitment and draw closer to God? Is there anyone to help hold 

you accountable on your journey? 

Conclusion 

God’s covenant is everlasting, and he is always just. He navigates with us through our journey; we just 

only need to let him lead our paths.  

Closing Prayer 

God, thank you for your patience and steadfast love. Let our service be built upon integrity and fidelity 

to our commitments to you and others. Amen. 

Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. Contact her 

at earnestine@sgaumc.com.   

The “Adult Bible Studies, Series Fall 2017” book is used for the content of this lesson. 

 

Scripture Readings – October 16 

Oct. 22 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 33:12-23 
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Psalm 99 (UMH 819) 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Matthew 22:15-22 

Oct. 29 

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

Psalm 90:1-6 

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

Matthew 22:34-46 

Nov. 5 

Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 

Joshua 3:7-17 

Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37 (UMH 830) 

1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 

Matthew 23:1-12 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 10/16/2017 edition 

 

Bishop Bryan's calendar 

It’s now easier than ever to find out when and where Bishop Bryan will be preaching in your district and 

around the conference. Visit the updated calendar and events page on the conference website and look 

for the red highlighted dates. 

Fresh Expressions Vision Day - Oct. 19 

On Oct. 19, South Georgia will host a Fresh Expressions Vision Day at Epworth By The Sea on St. 

Simons Island. A Fresh Expression is a form of church for a changing culture, established primarily for 

the benefit of those not yet a part of any church. Fresh Expressions isn’t another program or some last-

ditch effort to ‘save’ institutional churches. It is a movement of the Holy Spirit marked by a grounding 

in contextual discipleship and not the preservation or creation of buildings or other institutional 

trappings of church. Click here for more information and to register. Investment is $20. 

 

UMW Annual Meeting – Oct. 21 

South Georgia’s United Methodist Women will celebrate 45 years of mission and ministry on Saturday, 

Oct. 21 at Statesboro First United Methodist Church. Visit www.sgaumc.org/umw for more information. 

 

Eagles’ Fall Retreat - Oct. 23-25 

The South Georgia Eagles Fall Retreat is set for Oct. 23-25, 2017, at Epworth By The Sea. Registration 

will begin at 4 p.m. Monday. All retirees of the South Georgia Annual Conference, aka “Eagles,” are 

http://www.sgaumc.org/events
http://freshexpressionsus.org/event/vision-day-south-ga/
http://www.sgaumc.org/umw


 
 

invited to the retreat. Each Eagle is responsible for making their reservations by calling Epworth (912-

638-8688). Click here for more details. Make your plans now and be rejuvenated at this year’s retreat! 

Early Response Team and Chainsaw Training, Columbus – Oct. 28 

An ERT and Chainsaw training will be held Saturday, Oct. 28 at Pierce Chapel UMC. Register here. 

Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to respond in the immediate aftermath 

of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the training, participants will receive an 

ERT Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive an UMCOR ID Badge and a T-

shirt. Background checks are required before receiving badges. Please provide proof of background 

check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are applicable. Lunch is also included in the cost. 

*Chainsaw training requirements: complete and pass ERT training offered in the morning or hold 

current ERT badge. Cost for chainsaw training only is $12. If taken following the ERT class in the 

morning $6. The cost includes your textbook and badge. This chainsaw training will be demonstration 

and lecture style. There must be 6 participants for a chainsaw course to make. ERT training time: 8 a.m. 

- 1 p.m.; Chainsaw training time: 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. To schedule an ERT training/chainsaw training, please 

contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com.  

Early Response Team Training, Savannah – Nov. 4 

An ERT training will be held Saturday, Nov. 4 at Wesley Monumental UMC in Savannah. Register 

here. Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to respond in the immediate 

aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the training, participants will 

receive an ERT Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive an UMCOR ID Badge 

and a T-shirt. Background checks are required before receiving badges. Please provide proof of 

background check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are applicable. Lunch is also included in the 

cost. ERT training time: 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. To schedule an ERT training/chainsaw training, please contact 

Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com. 

Wesleyan College Sunday – Nov. 12 

Each local United Methodist Church in South Georgia is encouraged to take a special offering to support 

the ministry of Wesleyan College in Macon. To learn more about Wesleyan College, visit 

www.wesleyancollege.edu. 

Wesley Glen Ministries’ Golf Tournament – Nov. 13 

Join Wesley Glen for their annual golf tournament, held at the beautiful Idle Hour Country Club in 

Macon! Additional Information 

Encounter Youth Retreat – Nov. 17-19 

Encounter is a weekend retreat designed for 6th - 12th grade students where everyone will 

ENCOUNTER God, but each in a very unique way. This retreat will offer passionate worship, relevant 

Bible study and a fun time together on St. Simons Island with your youth. Click here for more details. 

Online registration is now OPEN. Click here to register your church group.   

tel:%28912-638-8688
tel:%28912-638-8688
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/tables/content/5625117/files/Eagles+Fall+Retreat+2017+.pdf
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingPierceChapel2
mailto:morhilll@gmail.com
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingWesleyM
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingWesleyM
mailto:morhilll@gmail.com
http://www.wesleyancollege.edu/
http://www.sgaumc.org/eventdetail/www.wesleyglenministries.org
http://www.sgaumc.org/encounter
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/Encounter2017


 
 

United Methodist Global AIDS Fund Sunday – Dec. 3 

Established in 2004, the United Methodist Global AIDS Fund's (UMGAF) purpose is to stem the tide of 

HIV and AIDS around the world, and strengthen The United Methodist Church’s compassionate 

response to this deadly pandemic. UMGAF supports programs that focus on prevention, advocacy, 

testing, and counseling for people living with HIV and AIDS. Through the generosity of United 

Methodists and others, UMGAF has supported more than 200 HIV/AIDS church-oriented programs in 

over 35 countries. In the United States, 25 percent of all donations to UMGAF through a local United 

Methodist church remain in the annual conference for AIDS ministries. Click here for resources and 

more information. 

Early Response Team and Chainsaw Training, Roberta – Dec. 9 

An ERT and Chainsaw training will be held Saturday, Dec. 9 at Roberta UMC. Register here. Early 

Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to respond in the immediate aftermath of a 

disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the training, participants will receive an ERT 

Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive an UMCOR ID Badge and a T-

shirt. Background checks are required before receiving badges. Please provide proof of background 

check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are applicable. Lunch is also included in the cost. 

*Chainsaw training requirements: complete and pass ERT training offered in the morning or hold 

current ERT badge. Cost for chainsaw training only is $12. If taken following the ERT class in the 

morning $6. The cost includes your textbook and badge. This chainsaw training will be demonstration 

and lecture style. There must be 6 participants for a chainsaw course to make. ERT training time: 8 a.m. 

- 1 p.m.; Chainsaw training time: 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. To schedule an ERT training/chainsaw training, please 

contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com.  

http://www.umcmission.org/explore-our-work/global-health/hiv
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