
 
 

 

 

SOUTH GEORGIA ADVOCATE – NOVEMBER 6 EDITION  

A Word from Bishop Bryan: Church Shooting 

How can I experience anything other than shock, anger, and grief upon learning of the mass shooting at 

First Baptist Church of Sutherland Springs, Texas? As I am representing the churches of the South 

Georgia Conference in a meeting of the Council of Bishops at Lake Junaluska, N.C. this week, I am 

constantly reminded of how much I love the local church. That is why I am so deeply saddened for such 

a tragedy at a local church. 

 

You and I know that local churches are the heart and soul of our communities. While we wait for 

specific explanations, this tragic event can remind each of us of the importance of our own local church. 

Let us demonstrate our revulsion to violence by increasing our attendance at worship and by renewing 

our vows to be loyal to the local church with our prayers, our giving, our service, and our witness. 

 

The Bible gives us the best words I know for expressing anguish such as what we are experiencing. I am 

referring to the often overlooked Psalms of Personal and Communal Lament. 

 

Human words can seem so weak, but the Psalmist shows us how to express that which defies human 

expression. The Psalms of Lament are intended to be used in worship. They remind us that worship is 

where we bring not only our joys but also our deepest sorrows. Our offering is the offering of 

brokenness, hurt, and grief. Consider these words of lament from Psalm 55: 

 

Lord, confuse the wicked, confound their words, 

for I see violence and strife in the city. 

 

Day and night they prowl about its walls; 

malice and abuse are within it. 

 

Destructive forces are at work in the city; 

threats and lies never leave its streets. 

 

As for me, I call to God… 

 



 
 

Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you…. 

 

The testimony of scripture, and of Christian experience, is that lament is a way of opening our hearts for 

God to transform our grief into redemptive action in the church and community. 

 

May it be so in the local churches of our conference and of our nation. 

 

Alive Together in Christ, 

 

Lawson Bryan 

 

Columbus pastor, wife launch marriage and family podcast 

Marriage, family, faith, fun. 

Those who know Shannon and Rev. Jimmy McIlrath know they’re passionate about those four topics.  

And now they’re the basis of a lively and engaging weekly podcast – Figuring Our Four – where the 

McIlraths share four ideas about a specific topic. During a recent episode, Balance, they shared ways to 

find balance with time, money, faith, and fun.  

“Make fun a priority,” Shannon McIlrath said, whether it’s a day at the lake or a weekend getaway. “Put 

it on the calendar and protect it.” 

A busy family of four – Shannon’s a full-time nurse, Jimmy serves as senior pastor of The Ridge in 

Columbus, Savannah is a 17-year-old senior, and Abby is a 14-year-old eighth grade student – the 

McIlraths didn’t have time to add something new to their already-full schedule, but thought the podcast 

was an important ministry they could share. 

Both Shannon and Jimmy are podcast listeners – they often listen while running and walking – and 

thought they’d share some of what they’ve learned in 19 years of marriage, 17 years of parenting, and 

their study of scripture.  

“We thought this would be a neat way to share our faith and some of the things we have learned,” said 

Rev. McIlrath. “We always pray that God would receive glory in everything and we want to use every 

opportunity that comes our way.” 

They’ve also found that it’s been a fun experience that has strengthened their relationship. 

“It’s really been a neat experience because it’s allowed us to set time aside for ourselves,” Shannon said. 

“Instead of becoming an addition to the busyness it has really kind of added quality time.” 

https://figuringourfour.podbean.com/


 
 

Just a few weeks after launching their podcasts have been downloaded more than 500 times. The 

McIlraths hope that through the podcasts listeners learn that they deal with the same struggles as 

everyone else and find hope, encouragement, and some practical advice.  

“One of the reasons for this podcast was to give a little hope and joy and share what we’ve learned, to 

share our own struggles and how we’ve dealt with them,” Rev. McIlrath said. “We’re just like everyone 

else. We do not have things figured out, we’re still learning!” 

Each podcast is sprinkled with humor, laughter, and personal stories. Savannah and Abby even make 

their way into a few outtakes, as does one of the family’s dogs, Honey.  

The foundation of the podcasts is the McIlraths’ faith and love of Christ, and in each episode they share 

scripture and how God’s word is applicable in daily life. 

“This is our ministry together,” Rev. McIlrath said. “This is something we do together, and that’s the 

coolest part of it.” 

Access the Figuring Our Four podcast via the podcast app on your iPhone or in the Google Play store 

from your android. It’s also available via the iHeartRadio app and Stitcher. Like the podcast? Rate it and 

leave a review.  

 

 United Methodist Women gather for 45th annual meeting 

After plans for a 2016 annual meeting were thwarted by Hurricane Matthew, the South Georgia United 

Methodist Women gathered Saturday, Oct. 21 for their 45th annual meeting. 

“What a wonderful day God has made for us to gather,” South Georgia United Methodist Women 

president Mary Exley said to the women and handful of men gathered in Statesboro First United 

Methodist Church’s downtown sanctuary. 

Meeting under the theme, “Building Community,” UMW from each South Georgia district met to 

celebrate 148 years of mission and ministry. 

During her address, Exley celebrated the accomplishments and service work of South Georgia United 

Methodist Women and spoke about the purpose of the organization. 

“I don’t know what the future holds for United Methodist Women,” she said, “but my prayer is that we 

will grow in mission, faith, and love.” 

She outlined the ways United Methodist Women in South Georgia are learning about, fighting for, and 

advocating for social justice issues and growing as disciples of Jesus Christ. 



 
 

Exley, having served four years as president, retired after this year’s annual meeting and was succeeded 

by Carol Banks, a member of Mt. Zion United Methodist Church in Milan. 

“Will we be a tumbling tumbleweed or the staunch and secure sagebrush?” Exley asked. “We must keep 

our roots deep in our source.” 

During their business session, South Georgia United Methodist Women pledged $150,000 to missions 

giving in 2018 and approved a $99,706 budget for the coming year. 

During the installation of officers led by past president Gloria Morgan, six were installed into leadership 

positions: Carol Banks, president; Elaine Shierling, secretary; Sylvia Copp, secretary of program 

resource; Barbara Morris, social action coordinator; Agnes McKinney, communications coordinator; and 

Becky Britton, chair of nominations. 

Love and appreciation were expressed to outgoing officers Mary Exley, Charlcie Jones, Margaret 

Wheeler, and Nell Calhoun. 

Directors of three mission agencies of United Methodist Women were introduced and each shared with 

attendees the mission of their agency. 

Kim Jenkins, executive director of Open Door Community House in Columbus, shared how Open Door 

builds intentional relationships with women, children, and families within the Columbus community, 

and told of the 37 children who were learning to play instruments through Open Door’s new orchestral 

music program. 

Susan O’Neal, director of development for The Vashti Center in Thomasville, said Vashti helped 350 

children during the past year, including 35 in residence.  

“We are a safe haven for them,” she said. “You are holding a banner of love over these missions. You 

are an extension of God. Hold tight to that.” 

Wesley Community Center Executive Director Tammy Mixon-Calderon thanked United Methodist 

Women for serving children, women, and families. 

“Thank you for responding to the need. Thank you for engaging with our children and families. Thank 

you for delivering the resources, funds, prayers, and presence,” she said. “That’s what you are to us. We 

can’t do what we do without you. You are the backbone of Wesley Community Centers.” 

During the day’s worship service, attendees sang hymns and were treated to special music sung by 

Statesboro First UMC’s choir. 

Rev. Jimmy Cason, senior pastor of Statesboro First UMC; Dr. Nita Crump, superintendent of the 

Southwest District; Rev. Chris Ramsey, superintendent of the Northeast District; and Sandra Simpson 

led worshippers in a service of Holy Communion. 



 
 

In her final address as United Methodist Women president, Exley urged the women to continue to serve 

and love.  

“I believe United Methodist Women is blessed to be a blessing.” 

 

Academy for Spiritual Formation coming to Epworth 

Prayer, worship, learning, and reflection are the hallmarks of the five-day Academy for Spiritual 

Formation, a retreat experience for clergy and laity that is scheduled April 29 through May 4, 2018, at 

Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. 

A time for intentional spiritual growth in a disciplined community of prayer, study, worship, and 

fellowship, the Academy for Spiritual Growth, a program of Upper Room Ministries, provides an 

opportunity for clergy and laity to deepen their relationship with God. 

The retreat is unique, however, in that its schedule and rhythm provide opportunities for introspection. 

One hour of silence is allotted after each of the day’s two speakers. 

“Most retreats are about packing one thing after another after another and you get home and feel like 

you’ve drunk from a fire hose,” said retreat leader Ann Smith. “You jump back into the rhythm of home 

with no time to process, but the beauty of Academy is that you have time to process and reflect every 

day. You get to savor and digest what you’re learning and hearing and experiencing rather than it being 

about cramming things in.” 

Designed to help attendees know God more fully and cultivate their relationship with Him, the Academy 

for Spiritual Formation is about transformational knowing, said Smith, who also serves as Vineville 

United Methodist Church’s spiritual director. 

Retreat speaker Marjorie Thompson, author of “Soul Feast,” will focus on the non-dominant divine. 

Speaker Dr. Don Saliers, currently Theologian-in-Residence at Emory University’s Candler School of 

Theology and Wm. R. Cannon Distinguished Professor of Theology and Worship, Emeritus, will center 

his teaching on the retreat theme of “Drawing from the Inner Well.” 

Attendees from around the country attend this ecumenical retreat, Smith says, which has been offered 

for more than 30 years. And while there’s plenty of time scheduled for silence and reflection, there will 

also be time for recreation, fellowship, sharing, and relationship building. 

“It’s a place for laity and clergy to both drink from the well,” Smith said. “We’re all there on the same 

journey together.” 

http://s3.amazonaws.com/images.upperroom.org/academy/pdfs/original/31.pdf?1502117903
http://s3.amazonaws.com/images.upperroom.org/academy/pdfs/original/31.pdf?1502117903


 
 

The Academy for Spiritual Formation is a program of Upper Room Ministries. Scholarships are 

available. Contact Ann Smith at annsmith828@gmail.com for more information or click here for details. 

Click here to register. 

 

 

Andrew College receives gift of bicycles for student transportation from Brunswick 

First UMC 

Thanks to a generous donation, students at Andrew College in Cuthbert are now enjoying riding bicycles 

as they move from campus to downtown classes or shopping. The refurbished bicycles were donated to 

the college by the Bicycle Ministry program of the First United Methodist Church of Brunswick. More 

than a dozen bicycles were delivered to campus at the start of the fall semester. 

 

“A news article came across my desk last spring which featured the Brunswick-based ministry," said 

Sheri Michaels, director of communications and marketing. "As Andrew College had just been gifted a 

building downtown to use as a Ceramics Studio, we were already in discussion as to how we might 

acquire some bikes for easier student transportation. The timing was perfect to reach out to the First 

United Methodist Church to see if we might qualify for their program.” Michaels said that upon 

speaking to the church, she was told that the trustees were “excited” and looked forward to helping out a 

Methodist-related institution. 

 

The bicycles were delivered to Andrew College, courtesy of Bob Thompson, owner of Creative Printing 

Inc. in Brunswick. That was an unexpected twist to the story, Michaels said. 

 

“Bob was delivering a print job to our campus when I happened to joke with him about bringing us 

some bicycles on his next visit. After hearing our story, Bob took the matter very seriously and 

generously offered to bring the bikes to us,” she said. “Needless to say, we were pretty excited.” 

 

AndrewServes, Andrew College’s servant leadership program, got into the act also. Students covered 

each bike with striped tape to distinguish the bikes from others around town. And, the college is now 

identifying students who can serve as amateur bicycle mechanics to take care of flat tires and minor 

repairs. 

 

Jack Ewing to retire as Executive Director of Lake Junaluska 

Lake Junaluska Executive Director Jack Ewing announced today that he will retire on December 31, 

2017. 

mailto:annsmith828@gmail.com
http://s3.amazonaws.com/images.upperroom.org/academy/pdfs/original/31.pdf?1502117903
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=267280&


 
 

Over the past seven years Ewing has led Lake Junaluska following four guiding principles: clarity of 

mission, focus on place, support of staff and development of a sustainable business model. 

“Jack brought a vision to Lake Junaluska, and over the last seven years he has helped us live into that 

vision,” said Mike Warren, chairman of the Lake Junaluska Board of Trustees. “Lake Junaluska has 

thrived under his exceptional leadership, and the guiding principles he put in place will ensure that it 

continues to thrive well into the future.” 

Anyone who has visited Lake Junaluska over the past seven years has likely heard the mission 

statement: to be a place of Christian hospitality where lives are transformed through renewal of soul, 

mind and body. Not only have the staff and community learned and owned the mission statement under 

Ewing’s leadership, it is also the foundation for everything the organization does. 

Part of living into the mission statement is tied to place—Lake Junaluska is often referred to as “holy 

ground.” Ewing’s emphasis on the maintenance, care and appearance of the grounds has contributed to 

the success of Lake Junaluska and its popularity as a recreation destination. 

Under Ewing’s leadership, Lake Junaluska developed a sustainable business model following the loss of 

operational support from The United Methodist Church. The organization not only focused on “living 

within our means” but also reinvested in facility improvements that added value to the community and 

guests who visited Lake Junaluska. Over the past seven years, $7,500,000 has been invested into 

improvements of the hotels, meeting spaces, dining hall and other facilities. 

Ewing’s leadership is also marked by the development and nurturing of staff through motivation by 

encouragement, recognition and reward. The staff has shared in the financial success of the organization 

through profit sharing during Jack’s tenure. 

“I am so grateful for the opportunity to serve Lake Junaluska these last seven years. I feel good about 

what we have achieved, but am most proud that we have always tried to do the right thing,” said Ewing. 

“We are looking forward to spending more time with our children and grandchildren as well as 

traveling.” 

When Ewing started as executive director of Lake Junaluska in January 2011, he brought to the position 

35 years of experience in higher education. He served as president of two United Methodist institutions 

of higher education—Dakota Wesleyan University and The University of Mount Union. Immediately 

prior to Lake Junaluska, he was the executive director of the Foundation for Evangelism, an 

organization focused on leadership development in The United Methodist Church. 

Ewing comes from a family of United Methodist pastors, and he said serving in The United Methodist 

Church has always been an important part of his life. He first visited Lake Junaluska in 1973, and he and 

his wife Cynthia have owned a house at Lake Junaluska since 2006. The Ewings plan to continue to live 

at Lake Junaluska in retirement. 



 
 

Ewing, who turned 65 in March, began conversations in June with Chairman Mike Warren of his plans 

to retire at the end of 2017 and informed the Board of Trustees of his plans today. 

The Lake Junaluska Board of Trustees has identified a search committee to begin the process of looking 

for a new executive director. John Russell, former chairman of the Lake Junaluska Board of Trustees, 

will lead the search committee. 

“During this interim period, we will rely on our strong, seasoned executive team to direct the important 

activities of Lake Junaluska,” said Warren. “I intend to be directly involved on a regular basis with the 

team to provide support for the organization during this transition.” 

The community is invited to a celebration of Jack Ewing’s leadership at Lake Junaluska on December 

29, 2017. More information will be announced soon. 

Lake Junaluska is a place of Christian hospitality where lives are transformed through renewal of soul, 

mind and body. For more information about Lake Junaluska, visit www.lakejunaluska.com.  

 

Commission on a Way Forward working on interim report to bishops 

The Commission on a Way Forward, which is working to find unity for The United Methodist Church 

regarding human sexuality, began its sixth meeting on October 30, 2017, with a devotion that challenged 

the members to be as one in the body of Christ and to see each person as a reflection of God. 

The Rev. Dr. Tom Salsgiver, of the Susquehanna Annual Conference in the U.S., sharing on Romans 12 

and 1 Corinthians 12, told his fellow Commission members: “I must be the reflection of the one who 

created me.” 

“These passages say we are part of the body but we are not the head.  ...  We sure would like to be the 

one that calls the shots but we are not in the driver’s seat,” Rev. Salsgiver said, noting that “it is about 

God leading us.”  

The 32 members of the Commission were appointed by the Council of Bishops to assist the bishops in 

their charge from the 2016 General Conference to lead the church forward amid the present impasse 

related to human sexuality and resulting questions about the unity of the church. 

The Commission is holding the three-day meeting at the United Methodist Publishing House 

headquarters in Nashville, Tennessee, a week before the Council of Bishops are meeting in Lake 

Junaluska, North Carolina, to receive the interim report. 

The moderators, Bishop David Yemba, Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball and Bishop Ken Carter are leading 

the members of the Commission to delve deeper into LGBTQ identity, guided by the values of 

multiplying Wesleyan witness, fruitfulness, a heart at peace, de-centralization and simplicity. 

http://www.lakejunaluska.com/


 
 

Using a clip from The Lion King movie when Simba is reminded that he had forgotten about his father 

and consequently forgotten who he was, Rev. Salsgiver challenged the members to look in the mirror 

and reflect on who each one of them is as part of God’s family. 

“In the next two days as we pray and listen, I have to remember whose I am. Who do I reflect? I am just 

a small part of the body, as each of us are a small part. We are certainly individuals, in that body, 

corporately, we are part of it. We need to reflect the one who created the body,” Salsgiver said.  

He pointed out that 1 Corinthians 12 and the third verse of the Roman’s passage make it clear what is a 

better or more excellent way to do the work. “Don’t misinterpret yourselves as people who are bringing 

this goodness to God. No, God brings it to you.” 

The members were reminded that God’s grace is for everyone. “My love is not only for those I like or 

those who believe like I do. I am part of the body not because of my gifts but because God’s arms are 

open wide and accepted me. God expects and demands I do the same for all of God’s children.” 

Members then spent the day discussing models to share with the bishops, expressing the need for the 

unity of the UMC, yet recognizing the different theological understandings and expressions on human 

sexuality. 

The commission plans to issue an interim report to the bishops at their November 2017 meeting for 

feedback and direction before the final report is released in 2018. The bishops will present their report to 

the 2019 Special Session of the General Conference. 

For more information on the Commission on a Way Forward, visit umc.org/wayforward. 

Facebook: facebook.com/umcforward 

Twitter: @UMCForward 

Instagram: instagram.com/umcforward 

 

Canoeing the mountains 

GROWING IN GRACE 

BEN GOSDEN 

In 1804, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark were commissioned by President Thomas Jefferson 

explore a new territory America had just purchased from the French (known as the Louisiana Purchase) 

to find a trade route via the Pacific Ocean.  

At this point, no one had dared to go west of the Mississippi, so Lewis and Clark set out with their 

expedition party, known as the Corps of Discovery, and canoes to paddle their way to the Pacific Ocean. 



 
 

Lewis and Clark were exceptional scientists and explorers. And they carried with them the best supplies 

and knowledge American had to offer. Their President (the author of the Declaration of Independence, 

no less) had placed his faith in them. What did they have to lose? 

It turns out they had a lot to lose. You see, no one had been west of the Mississippi and the assumption 

was the rivers were tributaries that eventually led to the Pacific Ocean. Lewis and Clark brought canoes 

for their journey — it was the mode of transportation that made the most sense. Only they had no idea 

that instead of the Pacific Ocean, it was the Rocky Mountains that awaited them on the other side of the 

river bend.  

Dr. Tod Bolsinger uses this historic journey as the backdrop of his leadership book, “Canoeing the 

Mountains.” I’m an avid reader, and this one has made its way into my holy canon of leadership books. 

Rarely has there been a book so honest and appropriate for the shifting sands we now find ourselves in 

as the 21st Century Church of Jesus Christ. In my next few columns, I want to offer you some thoughts 

on where we are and where God might be calling us, all of us, next as the Church. 

We must recognize that we’re staring at mountains and all we have are the canoes that brought us 

this far. 

Bolsinger notes that we have five vital lessons to learn: 1) The world in front of us is nothing like the 

world behind us; 2) Trust is essential if people are to follow you into unfamiliar territory; 3) We must 

learn to be adaptable; 4) Not everyone will want to go with us into this unchartered season of ministry, 

and that’s not all bad; and 5) Transformation is the end game. 

The first lesson is my focus for this column. It’s a very difficult thing to admit that we’ve largely been 

equipped for ministry in a world that no longer exists. For example, people no longer move to our 

communities with the task of finding a church at the top of their priority list. People don’t automatically 

leave one church for another church. People don’t gear their weekly rhythms around the idea that 

Sunday is reserved for worship, much less the other two to three evenings per week we want people to 

come to our buildings for activities. These are all assumptions from a world that is no longer in 

existence. We can pine all day for that world to come back. We can wring our hands or express our 

frustration by judging this world as “doomed for hell in a hand basket.” Or, we can get over ourselves 

and ask the fundamental question Christians have been asking for 2,000 years — Where is God at work 

next and how can we join in?  

Easier said than done, right? Psychologist Edward Friedman writes, “Stuck systems cannot become 

unstuck by simply trying harder.” Maybe we begin the process of adapting to become the church in a 

new world by rediscovering our sense of adventure? For Lewis and Clark, it was the recognition that 

they were not just staring at the absence of water, the very thing they were prepared to discover. It was 

the discovery of a new route, one they were not prepared for but one that beckoned them forward, that 

drove them to continue their journey. In other words, they found a sense of adventure in the discovery of 

that which was unknown and unfamiliar.  



 
 

Adapt or die — that’s the choice we now face as the church. While it is true that “the church is of God 

and will last until the end of time,” there is no guarantee for our local churches…for our annual 

conference…or for The United Methodist Church. We all must learn to adapt to do ministry in new 

ways for a new world. And, if we don’t, we will die. Plain and simple.  

Now it’s your turn: How is your church finding ways to be faithful in a new and unfamiliar world? How 

are you finding a sense of adventure as you discover new ways to do ministry? I’d love for you to email 

me directly (ben@trinity1848.org) with wisdom you’ve gained through this process of reorientation in 

this new and exciting world. 

Next column: “Building Trust and Learning to Be Adaptable.” 

The Rev. Ben Gosden is senior pastor at Trinity United Methodist Church in Savannah. He can be 

reached at ben@trinity1848.org.  

 

John Wesley’s advice on dealing with controversy 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 

DAVE HANSON 

Near the end of his life John Wesley said that 50 years earlier a good man gave him advice for which he 

had ever since had reason to bless God. The “good man” was the Archbishop of Canterbury. The advice 

was: “If you desire to be extremely useful, do not spend your time and strength in contesting for or 

against things as are of a disputable nature, but in testifying against open and notorious vice, and 

promoting real spiritual holiness.” 

Wesley thought that was wonderful advice and added, “ Let us do this and leave a thousand disputable 

points to those who have no better business than to toss the ball of controversy to and fro… Let us with 

all our might recommend that inward and outward holiness without which no man shall see the Lord.”  

 

Peace with Justice grants available  

Program funding opportunities 

The South Georgia Conference Peace with Justice grant fund provides seed money for the United 

Methodist local church, district, conference, and agency ministries that have a desire to work and 

support mercy and justice efforts. Peace with Justice grant opportunities are now being offered for 

groups that are interested in seeking peaceful solutions through Christian discipleship and living out the 

love and grace of God. 

What is its purpose? 

file:///C:/Users/Kara/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/ZP3MZ3E7/ben@trinity1848.org
file:///C:/Users/Kara/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/ZP3MZ3E7/ben@trinity1848.org


 
 

 Assists United Methodists in understanding and responding to violence and militarism. 

 Equips the congregation(s) with justice and mission opportunities that will inspire church leaders 

to serve as peacemakers.   

 Involves United Methodists in efforts to end conflicts and violent aggression at home and around 

the world. 

 Promotes just local, state, national and international policies and actions (governmental and non-

governmental) which seek to restore communities and respond to the disproportionate effect of 

injustices on racial and ethnic people. 

 Supports policies that promote systematic economic justice and the self-development of people. 

 Develops disciples who strive to end poverty, be graceful to those at the margins, connect with 

people who are different from us, and magnify God’s presence in the world. 

How is it funded? 

Funding for this program is generated by the local churches of the South Georgia Conference through 

Peace with Justice offerings received on Peace with Justice Sunday or on some other day so designated. 

When the local church sends these offerings to the conference treasurer, half is kept for distribution 

through the South Georgia Peace with Justice Fund while the other half is sent for the support of the 

national GBCS Peace with Justice Program to fund national and global work in social action and public 

policy education and advocacy. Click here for more information about Peace with Justice Sunday. The 

total amount of grant monies available varies according to the size of the offerings taken each year. 

How to apply?  

Applications may be submitted by any group related to the Annual Conference (i.e., a local church, an 

agency of the conference, a district, or by two or more such groups in cooperation). Deadline for 

application is November 30. Request and submit completed grant applications to Rev. Earnestine 

Campbell at earnestine@sgaumc.com. Grantees will be announced by December 14. Decisions are 

based on the number of applications on file and the amount of money available in the fund. This will 

vary from year to year. The maximum award will be $3,000. 

How is funding decided? 

In making funding decisions, priority will be given to:  

 Projects for which the Peace with Justice grant will serve as seed money for continuing support from 

other sources in later years.  

 Creative projects or ministries that will serve as pilot programs for the development of new forms of 

Peace with Justice ministries.  

 Successful ongoing projects or ministries that can become models for other local churches in the 

conference.  

 Training which would allow representatives from churches within the South Georgia Conference to 

participate in various learning opportunities related to Peace with Justice ministries.  

 

For more information, contact Rev. Earnestine Campbell at earnestine@sgaumc.com or 888-266-7642. 

http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/peace-with-justice-sunday
mailto:earnestine@sgaumc.com
mailto:earnestine@sgaumc.com


 
 

SEJ Black Methodists for Church Renewal gather for 49th annual meeting 

By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 

The Southeastern Jurisdiction Black Methodists for Church Renewal (SEJ BMCR) 49th Annual Meeting 

was held Oct. 19 through Oct. 21, 2017, in Atlanta.  

This year’s event theme, “Communion: Holy or Unholy? The Messy Truth!” was undergirded by 1 

Corinthians 11:18 which states, “For, to begin with, when you come together as a church, I hear that 

there are divisions among you; and to some extent, I believe it.”  

The theme appears, at first sight, to be only an invitation to partake, to engage in the dialogue of the 

Holy Communion, but the invitation is veiled in the scripture text that unveiled a relevant, but 

“uncomfortable” conversation about “White Privilege” against the backdrop of Holy Communion. 

SEJ BMCR Coordinator Byron Thomas conveyed in his greeting the belief that the church of Jesus 

Christ can address this issue as scripture compels us to do so.  He expressed that as we engage in the 

dialogue that we must do no harm and seek excellence in all that we do.   

“…With the help of Almighty God, we will leave from this place having developed the spiritual muscles 

necessary for us to effectively execute ministry in our local settings,” Thomas said.  

SEJ BMCR Vice Coordinator Shirley Corry conveyed the theme as a “call to action” for each of us to 

fully embrace the founding principles of the organization. She was insightful in saying that the 

challenges must be identified in order to offer solutions and take steps for actions.    

A diverse group of laity and clergy attended the meeting. The program participants included a panel of 

episcopal leaders including Bishops Sue Haupert-Johnson (North Georgia), Leonard Fairley (North 

Carolina), David W. Graves (Alabama-West Florida), and L. Jonathan Holston (South Carolina). These 

leaders provided dialogue for critical examination into “White Privilege,” inclusion, and personal stories 

of challenges. Their comments included questions and statements: 

“Does the ritual of Communion communicate physically and cognizant?” “Communion should bring us 

together across the lines, but some churches don’t function to accomplish this.” “Today most religions in 

America abhor racism. Some have apologized for systematic relationships that hold and place others in 

bondage, but few do anything beyond making public statements.” “The Jim Crow idea of colorblindness 

is a blocking magnesium for whites. Color consciousness is not colorblind; it should be white people’s 

goals and ideas to see the injustices. Colorblindness is not the old racism, but being so indicates a lack of 

awareness of the ongoing effects of racism.” “Issues of racial profiling and unlawful treatment need to 

be eradicated.” “We ostracize persons when we don’t allow them a seat at the table and hear them.” 

“Scrutiny is a good thing, and diverse persons need to be at the ‘table,’ bringing different lenses and 

analysis. Leaders should be open to examination and diversity.” “Were Jesus’ table manners dangerous 

because he ate at the table with just about everybody? What did and does the dominant culture teach 

about the table?” “If we ate at the table of our Lord in this manner, it would change how we see others, 



 
 

politics, equality, justices…” “The church is a microcosm of a larger society. If we could get it right in 

the church, we could get it right in the world.”  

How do we move the dialogue forward with one another in a Christian manner?  Who will come and 

engage at the table to help lead the way onward? Maybe a beginning would be to engage in talks and 

identify some of those comment(s) that nudged you to be open to looking through multiple lenses that 

move from nudging to budging. In all that we strive to do, let’s remember our Wesleyan roots to do no 

harm, do good, and stay in love with God. 

The celebration also included a twofold luncheon that served not only food for the soul, but served as a 

successful fundraiser for the Black College Fund Legacy that featured the dynamic Paine College 

Concert Choir. The critical thoughts, correlating biblical text and call to action sermons all were 

impactful and provocative in urging the conversation forward. The event included a Communion Service 

and concluded with a sending forth with an altar call prayer and a symbolic remembrance of our 

baptism. All were received and celebrated in the spirit of Christ and unity. 

If you are interested in dialogue, program ministry of religion and race, contact Rev. Earnestine 

Campbell at earnestine@sgaumc.com or 888-266-7642 or 912-638-8626. 

 

Promise of a New Covenant, II 

Fall Quarter: Covenants With God 

Unit 3: An Everlasting Covenant 

Sunday school lesson for the week of November 12, 2017 

By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 

Scripture Lesson: Jeremiah 31:27-34 

Background Scripture: Jeremiah 31 

Purpose: To thrive in the confidence that God can forgive our sins and transform our hearts with a new 

covenant 

Key Verse: I will put my instructions within them and engrave them on their hearts. I will be their God, 

and they will be my people. (Jeremiah 31:33) 

Hearing the Word 

The Adult Bible Studies’ writer begins the lesson with the narrative accounts of Jeremiah the Prophet 

and Jeremiah the Book before examining the scripture lesson: 

Jeremiah the Prophet 
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 We know more about Jeremiah than any other prophet. The Book of Jeremiah is replete with 

biographical information, narrative accounts of his activities, and intimate personal confessions. 

 He was from Anathoth, north of Judah, the son of the priest Hilkiah, a descendant of the priest 

Abiathar. 

 He was called to be a prophet in the 13th year of the reign of Josiah in Judah (around 627 B.C.), 

the same year that saw the death of Ashurbanipal and the shifting of power in the ancient Near 

East from Assyria to Babylon. By 605 B.C., Babylon was the dominant force in the area. 

 His ministry lasted more than 40 years, through the regimes of Judah’s last five kings and the 

sieges, captures, and destructions of the city and Temple by the Babylonians in 598–597 B.C. 

and 587 B.C.  

 He saw the temple looted, the king and many of the politically and socially important figures of 

Jerusalem exiled after the first siege. He remained in the city only to suffer its catastrophic 

destruction 10 years later – a horror he had predicted (and was imprisoned for: Jeremiah 34:1-

7; 37–38). 

 Jeremiah was a contemporary of the prophets Zephaniah, Nahum, Habakkuk, and Ezekiel, as 

well as prophets of lesser repute. 

 Jeremiah did not promote false hopes about the nation and the city’s survival, or deceive the 

people that they still had God’s special favor, not after their persistent disobedience and 

corruption. 

  He believed that only those prophets who walked with the Lord were willing to: confront 

Judah’s conscience, fight for social justice and the lives of the poor and the outcast and cast 

judgment on the greed and the self-interests, and misguided policies of the powerful and wealthy. 

Teacher: ask class members: 

To share any experience where they were the lone voice of correction for social justice and ungodly 

behavior. How did they feel? How was it received? 

Where do they see social justice issues being addressed and corrected in the city, state and the nation?  

Do some research to discover the connection of John Wesley’s roots with a call to action initiative(s) for 

social justices and later share with the class. 

The Book of Jeremiah  

 Longest prophetic book in the Bible, a collection of biography, laments, sermons, oracles, a 

letter, scrolls, speeches, confessions, sayings, historical prose, poetry, allegories, and symbolic 

acts.  

 Its chronology is jumbled – may reflect two things: the chaotic times in which the prophet lived 

and the fact that Jeremiah was mostly a preacher, not a writer. 

 Called the Book of Consolation (Jeremiah 30:1–31:40). He was directed by God to write the 

book—as a prophetic statement about the future of the Jewish people…hope (but realistic) in the 

fog of war, destruction, and exile. 

 

Engaging in the Scripture lesson 

Jeremiah 31:27-34 



 
 

Jeremiah 31:27-28. “The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will plant seeds in Israel and Judah, 

and both people and animals will spring up. Just as I watched over them to dig up and pull down, to 

overthrow, destroy, and bring harm, so I will watch over them to build and plant, declares the Lord.” 

The scriptures point to the self-destruction of the people, but also the redeeming grace of God. The 

writer refers to God’s use of King Nebuchadnezzar in this destruction. He gives power to him on earth 

over man and beast (Jeremiah 27:5-6).  

The power that God had given to King Nebuchadnezzar would prove to be only a temporary source 

because God the “sower” would reassert his power to “plant seeds in Israel and Judah” to restore the 

people and animals. The invasions were catastrophic, as Jeremiah had prophetically proclaimed. The 

lands of Israel and Judah were void of normal life and activities, and the joys of their metaphorical fruits 

were no more. The root of their devastation was due to the lack of Godly and moral leadership, the 

wicked king and many of the politically and socially important figures of Jerusalem continued acts of 

social injustice towards the people and against the will of God.  

Teacher: Ask the class to consider as a group to engage with the church and city leaders to address 

social injustices and other issues that are harmful to our community and nation.  

Verses 29-30  

The writer acknowledges the prophets’ proclamations that the attitudes and actions of the people of 

Israel and Judah and their ancestors had brought judgment upon them and their nations, but states that 

there were ones too young to have played a role in their society’s demise or who were born in exile and 

still subject to the suffering of their people. He asks the question, was God’s justice fair? The writer uses 

Ezekiel who quoted the proverb “When parents eat unripe grapes, the children’s teeth suffer” (Ezekiel 

18:2) to disown it (Ezekiel 18:3-4). The writer states that the meaning is that “God had remained faithful 

to his covenant with Israel and each person would be judged according to his or her faithfulness to it. 

One could not blame his or her parents for personal failings or criticize God’s ways as not measuring 

up.” 

Verses 31-32 

The writer inserts Isaiah’s voice: “The things announced in the past – look – they’ve already happened, 

but I am declaring new things” (Isaiah 42:9). The scripture intertwines with the focus of Jeremiah’s 

prophetic voice of hope of restoration of the land as “the most important new thing – a new covenant 

from God – was going to be available even before any return from exile or restoration of land.” “Can a 

Cushite change his skin or a leopard its spots? Neither can you do good when doing evil comes so 

naturally” (Jeremiah 13:23). The writer parallels Israel and Judah’s relationship with God as a 

“spiritually transformed” people brought back into a covenant relationship of God’s promises. God had 

intimately embraced his people like a devoted husband, calling them “my loved ones” (11:15).  

Verse 33-34  



 
 

“This is the covenant that I will make with the people of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will 

put my Instructions within them and engrave them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be 

my people. They will no longer need to teach each other to say, ‘Know the Lord!’ because they will all 

know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord; for I will forgive their wrongdoing 

and never again remember their sins.” The scriptures proclaim God’s forgiveness and his love for his 

people. The writer conveys that the text expresses that there is no more need for: “intermediaries” to 

teach the Law and without the need for; “oral reminders every seven years;” dependency on priests or 

prophets who may fail in their tasks (Hosea 4:4-6).  

Conclusion 

All of God’s people are available to receive his love and knowledge. The privilege of the spiritual elite 

or the learned scribe is no longer in existence. We are invited as heirs to his royal priesthood. “But you 

are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may 

proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9). 

Closing prayer 

Dear God, thank you for your generous care that grants us forgiveness and love even when we have 

consistently disobeyed your will. May we forever practice spiritual transformation that draws closer to 

you. Amen. 

Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. Contact her 

at earnestine@sgaumc.com.  

The “Adult Bible Studies, Series Fall 2017” book is used for the content of this lesson. 

 

High Priest of the New Covenant 

Fall Quarter: Covenants With God 

Unit 3: An Everlasting Covenant 

Sunday school lesson for the week of November 19, 2017 

By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 

Scripture Lesson: Hebrews 12:14-15, 18-29 

Background: Hebrews 12:14-15, 18-29; Psalm 66 

Purpose: To pursue peace and express gratitude for the gift of God’s unshakeable kingdom through 

Jesus. 

Key Verse: Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that can’t be shaken, let’s continue to express 

our gratitude. With this gratitude, let’s serve in a way that is pleasing to God with respect and awe, 
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because our God is a consuming fire. (Hebrews 12:28-29) 

The Adult Bible Studies’ writer refers to the shift in this week’s lesson’s readings as the “idea of 

covenant in the New Testament.” Meaning, we begin to encounter Christ as a “mediator of the new 

covenant,” citing the Letter to the Hebrews (Hebrews 12:24).  

Hearing the Word 

Background 

The writer begins with “The Letter to the Hebrews” and the scripture, Hebrews 4:14, NRSV, “Since, 

then, we have a great high priest who passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast 

to our confession.”  

The writer says that this statement provides a basis for hope and a sense of urgency. The scripture refers 

to Jesus as the unblemished sacrifice for our sins. The writer makes the point that the author’s 

perspective is clearly a plea for the Hebrews to keep the faith of their enduring past (suffering, pressure, 

sympathy toward people in prison, confiscation of their possession, etc.) The plea is also for them to 

continue to meet the challenges that are before them with the joy that they have done through all their 

experiences. What a powerful model for us to follow today as we meet the challenges of our lives and 

society.  

The writer introduces the next scripture as an encouragement given for the people to remain in their 

covenant with the God: “Therefore, run the race that is before you” (Hebrews 12:1), says the author, 

knowing that you have been embraced by God into the new covenant of faith mediated by his Son, 

Jesus.  

The writer shifts to the structure of the book and summarizes it as follows: 

 It is a letter meant to be heard, read aloud. Or better still, a sermon (or a collection of sermons) 

in the form of a letter.  

 The author of the letter is unknown (written probably sometime between a.d. 60-70), its creative 

theological interpretation and pastoral concern reflect a person well versed in the Hebrew 

Scriptures and rhetoric and thoroughly aware of the struggles and anxieties of his fellow 

Christians. 

 The audience is uncertain. The letter implies an urban audience, most likely the house churches 

in Rome that had begun in the Jewish quarter and that were beginning to attract new Gentile 

converts. The letter was also for those who were familiar with the Hebrew Scriptures. He takes 

the hearers (readers) into the Israelite world of priestly sacrifices, wilderness journey, psalms, 

prophecy, and exile. 

The writer moves to the theme of “Christ as the Mediator of a New Covenant,” referencing Chapters 

Hebrews 8–10, which specifically and mostly focus on this theme. The writer provides the following 

covenant examination: “The Greek word for covenant is diatheke. It is found 17 times in the letter (7:22; 

8:6, 8, 9 [twice], 10; 9:4 [twice], 15 [twice], 16, 17, 20; 10:16, 29; 12:24; and 13:20).  



 
 

When the concept is first introduced in 7:22, Jesus, because he is the eternal High Priest who serves 

forever, is described as ‘the guarantee of a better covenant’ (Hebrews 7:26-28).” These scripture 

references further reveal Jesus as the true and eternal High Priest, the perfected mediator of God’s 

forgiveness and grace, and the drawing power in a new relationship, a new covenant, with God.  

Scripture lesson 

Hebrews 12:14-15, 18-29 

Hebrews 12:14-15  

“Pursue the goal of peace along with everyone – and holiness as well, because no one will see the Lord 

without it. Make sure that no one misses out on God’s grace. Make sure that no root of bitterness grows 

up that might cause trouble and pollute many people.” 

The writer refers to text as an expression of the author’s pastoral concerns, continuing from verses 1-2. 

Citing these verses as metaphorically speaking of a runner in a race who has thrown off any “excess 

baggage,” rid himself of sin, surrounded himself by a “cloud of witnesses,” and set his eyes on his 

model Jesus. Plainly, referencing Jesus’ ability to defy the obstacles, endure the pain of the race, reach 

the finish line, and with joy. The people are urged to do the same. The writer says that the race is almost 

certain to be injurious but states “Faith can get you to the goal, even if you have to limp over it.” To this 

point, the writer quotes Thomas Long, “In the Christian faith, if you play hurt, you end up healed; if you 

stay on the sidelines, the injury just gets worse.”  

Verses 18-21  

The writer recognizes the author’s perspective in the verses as setting the stage for contrasting the old 

covenant with Israel and the new covenant in Christ by reviving the ancient narrative of the giving of the 

Torah at Mount Sinai. And says for detailed information that the author references to Exodus 19 and 20 

and Deuteronomy 4 and 5 are for the characterization of the “three moments” at Sinai. These moments 

are: the Israelites were drawn into a physical and material experience, marked by fire, darkness, violent 

winds, a trumpet blast, and the thundering words of God. The Israelites were denied access to God and 

kept at a distance. And the overwhelming emotion was fear, so much fear that the people begged God to 

stop talking and Moses was himself “terrified and shaking” (verse 21). 

Verses 22-24  

The scriptures take us to the place of Mount Zion, and the writer identifies it as a mountain of historic 

and spiritual importance. It is a mountain that the new converts to Christianity were drawn to, unlike the 

Mount Sinai (which the author never mentions by name). The writer states the following details about its 

history: formerly a Jebusite stronghold in Jerusalem, the area was captured by David, who then made it 

the site of his royal residence and, by placing the Ark of the Covenant there, the center of Israelite 

worship. According to the psalmist (78:68-69; also, Isaiah 8:18), Zion was the place that God loved and 

established for his presence.  



 
 

Verses 25-29  

The scriptures provide a continuous warning to the people for them not to refuse the one that speaks. 

The writer connects the warning to the following passages (3:7-19; 6:4-8; 10:26-31). Verse 26: “At that 

time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, ‘Once more I will shake not only the earth but 

also the heavens.’ The words ‘once more’ indicate the removing of what can be shaken – that is, created 

things – so that what cannot be shaken may remain.” The author reminded the people that if they 

willfully resisted the voice of God, they would no less suffer the consequences that the Israelites in the 

wilderness endured when they disobeyed that voice.  

Conclusion 

The lesson serves its purpose for our pursuit of peace and expression of gratitude for the gift of God’s 

unshakeable kingdom through Jesus. We, as believers, will sometimes face challenges and obstacles in 

the "race." But, the scripture lesson encourages us to keep running toward perfecting the faith. As we 

continue to achieve faithfulness in our covenant with God, let us be strengthened by the “cloud of 

witnesses” of old and new that have encouraged us, knowing that Jesus is the true and eternal High 

Priest, the perfected example.  

Closing prayer 

Father, God, may we continue to hear your voice, let us not be shaken and detour from your will for us 

as believers. May we continue to do what is right in your sight even during difficult times and always in 

the spirit of joy and peace. Amen. 

Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. Contact her 

at earnestine@sgaumc.com.  

The “Adult Bible Studies, Series Fall 2017” book is used for the content of this lesson. 

 

OBITUARIES 

Mrs. Esther Boggs 

Mrs. Esther Elizabeth Williams Boggs, age 73, of George Williams Road, Louisville, died Thursday 

morning, October 26, 2017, at her residence. 

Funeral services were held Monday, October 30, 2017, in the Louisville United Methodist Church with 

Rev. David Boggs and Rev. Peter Vermeulen officiating. Burial followed in the Burke Memorial 

Gardens, Waynesboro, GA. Pallbearers were Larry Rhodes, Joe Cheeks, Roger Burge, Chip Evans, Bill 

Hattaway and Chris Perry. Honorary pallbearers were the pastors of the Northeast District of the South 

Georgia Conference. 

mailto:earnestine@sgaumc.com


 
 

A native of Waynesboro, Esther was a daughter of the late George Frank Williams and Marie Shepherd 

Williams. She was a retired warehouse manager with AGRO, a member of the Louisville United 

Methodist Church, and served with her husband at the Bartow, Moxley, and Parker’s United Methodist 

Churches. 

Esther was preceded in death by her parents and granddaughter, Celsia Livingston, and is survived by 

her loving husband of 30 years, Rev. David M. Boggs of Louisville; sons, Hal McKinney and Rodney of 

Cumming, and Michael and Lisa McKinney of Waynesboro; daughters, Michelle and Mitch Newsome 

of Waynesboro; Jill R. and Brian Puetz of North Augusta, SC and Amy and Andy Fount of Japan; 10 

grandchildren; seven great grandchildren; brother, Frank Williams of Waynesboro; sister, Hilda & Tony 

Musgrove of Martinez; several nieces and nephews. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorials be made to the Bartow Charge, c/o Roger Burge, 119 

Doyle Jackson Drive, Bartow, GA 30413. 

You may sign the family's personal guestbook online at www.taylorfhlouisville.com.  

Mrs. Emily Parker 

Emily Elizabeth Britton Parker, 92, of Macon, Georgia, went to her eternal home early Thursday 

morning, November 2, 2017, at McKendree Village in Hermitage, Tennessee. Emily was married to 

Pledger W. Parker, a retired United Methodist minister and member of the South Georgia Conference of 

the United Methodist Church. They were married for 67 years prior to his death in 2014. 

Emily was born on June 21, 1925, to Charles and Eleanor Britton, Jr., in Atlanta, Georgia. She was 

preceded in death by her sister, Phyllis Britton Canady (Marvin). She grew up in various South Georgia 

communities where she went to elementary and junior high schools, and she attended Evanston 

Township High School in Evanston, Illinois before graduating from A. L. Miller High School in Macon, 

Georgia. She graduated cum laude from Wesleyan College in Macon, Georgia, in 1947, and later did 

graduate studies in Library Science at Georgia Southern College, University of Georgia Extension 

Service, Georgia College at Milledgeville, and Mercer University. 

Emily was the Head Librarian of the Junior Department of the Washington Memorial Public Library for 

four years, an Elementary School Media Specialist for nine years, the Director of Christian Education at 

Mulberry Street United Methodist Church for three years, and a school teacher for four years. 

She was actively involved in the South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church as a youth 

and as an adult. Emily organized the South Georgia Conference Ministers’ Wives Retreat and served as 

President for two years. She was an avid participant in the Women’s Society of Christian Service and 

United Methodist Women on the conference and local church levels. She was very active in the life and 

ministry of the churches her husband Pledger served as pastor. After his retirement from the pastorate, 

they connected with Mulberry Street United Methodist Church in Macon, Georgia, where they 

particularly enjoyed being part of the Interest Group Sunday School Class and the “Scampers” Camping 

Group. In 2010 they moved to Nashville, Tennessee, to be near their daughter, Cherie. 
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Emily was devoted to her family. She was the consummate hostess, and loved to cook for family and 

friends. She loved hiking, camping, and bird-watching, was a charter member of the Georgia Wilderness 

Society, and served as a Director and Education Chair of the Ocmulgee Audubon Society. She was 

involved in the Macon Exchangettes, the American Cancer Society, the Neighborhood Watch Program, 

and served on the Board of the Friends of the Library. Emily loved attending cultural events, touring the 

United States, and playing and teaching board games. She possessed a powerful will and went after her 

interests with zest and vigor. 

Emily is survived by three daughters: Giglia Parker of Loma Linda, California; Karen Parker DeVan 

(Jim) of McDonough, Georgia; Cherie Parker (Jack Keller) of Nashville, Tennessee; four grandchildren: 

Ben DeVan (Kartini del Prado), Allison DeVan (Justin Wienke), Juliana Keller Ewing (James), Joshua 

Keller (Whitney Pennington); and four great-grandchildren. 

A graveside service officiated by the Reverend Dr. Peter van Eys will be on Monday, November 6 at 2 

p.m., in the West View Cemetery in Atlanta, Georgia. A memorial service, officiated by the Reverend 

Creede Hinshaw and the Reverend Jimmy Towson, will be held at the Mulberry Street United Methodist 

Church on Tuesday, November 7 at 1 p.m. The family will greet guests in the parlor immediately 

following the memorial service. 

Honorary Pallbearers are the ministers and spouses of the South Georgia Conference of The United 

Methodist Church, and the members of the Interest Group Sunday School Class of Mulberry Street 

United Methodist Church. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to your favorite charity. 

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – November 2017 

11/01 – Sam Collins: PO Box 191; Dexter, GA 31019 
11/01 – Tommy Maddox: 137 Norfolk Pine Lane; Napes, FL 34114 
11/03 – Edwin Smith: 305 Grindstone Creek Dr.; Clarkesville, GA 30523 
11/03 – Harold Tucker: 263 C.H. Slaton Rd.; Vidalia, GA 30474 
11/04 – W.R. Edwards, Jr.: 385 Ashton Dr.; Athens, GA 30606 
11/04 – Ralph Haywood: 120 Andrews Branch; N. Augusta, SC 29860 
11/07 – Eve Tomberlin: 1500 Pope Rd.; Roberta, GA 31078 
11/08 – Gary Carter: PO Box 67; Jacksonville, GA 31544 
11/08 – Mary Ann Traver: PO Box 1934; Richmond Hill, GA 31324 
11/09 – Douglas Force: PO Box 1938; Hinesville, GA 31313 
11/09 – Joe Flowers, Jr.: 390 Brook Hollow Dr.; McDonough, GA 30252 
11/10 – Kirk Loyless: PO Box 566; Mineral Bluff, GA 30559 
11/11 – David Johnson: 916 Watermelon Run; Charleston, SC 29412 
11/12 – James Davis: 170 Caney Branch Dr.; Homerville, GA 31634 
11/12 – John Mitchell: 306 Veranda Lane; Macon, GA 31210 



 
 

11/14 – Woody Roberts: 1259 Hwy. 36 E.; Barnesville, GA 30204 
11/14 – David Tart, III: 312 Knob Hill Rd.; Valdosta, GA 31602 
11/14 – Donald Youmans: 69 Coldwater Lane; Hendersonville, NC 28739 
11/15 – Griffin Thompson: 101 Trafalgar Dr.; Wrens, GA 30833 
11/16 – Sue DeJournett: 4648 Savage Hills Dr.; Macon, GA 31210 
11/20 – Richard Trawick: 7884 Whiteoak Loop; Donalsonville, GA 39845 
11/21 – Robert Hall: 4221 Stone Mill Ct.; Martinez, GA 30907 
11/21 – Kitty Newton: 187 Newbridge Rd.; Sylvania, GA 30467 
11/22 – John McGowan: 1 Ramblewood Circle; Valdosta, GA 31602 
11/23 – Jack Atkinson: 2317 Bear Creek Rd.; Adel, GA 31620 
11/25 – Carter Berkeley: 125 Oakcrest Dr.; Statesboro, GA 30461 
11/27 – Buddy Coss: 356 Manry St.; Edison, GA 39846 
11/27 – Gordon Goodwill: 2911 Charlie Lane; Statesboro, GA 30461 
11/28 – Robert Kea: 11180 GA Highway 29; Soperton, GA 30457 
11/28 – Richard Turnipseed: 12420 Clubhouse Court; Tavares, FL 32778 
11/30 – Enoch Hendry: 306 E. 54th St.; Savannah, GA 31405 

 

Scripture Readings – November 6 

Nov. 12 

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 

Psalm 78:1-7 (UMH 799) 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Matthew 25:1-13 

Nov. 19 

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Judges 4:1-7     

Psalm 123 or Psalm 76 (UMH 797) 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Matthew 25:14-30 

Nov. 23 

Thanksgiving Day 
Deuteronomy 8:7-18 

Psalm 65 (UMH 789) 

2 Corinthians 9:6-15 

Luke 17:11-19 

Nov. 26 

Christ the King/Reign of Christ Sunday 
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 



 
 

Psalm 100 (UMH 821) 

Ephesians 1:15-23 

Matthew 25:31-46 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 11/6/2017 edition 

 

Bishop Bryan's calendar 

It’s now easier than ever to find out when and where Bishop Bryan will be preaching in your district and 

around the conference. Visit the updated calendar and events page on the conference website and look 

for the red highlighted dates. 

Wesleyan College Sunday – Nov. 12 

Each local United Methodist Church in South Georgia is encouraged to take a special offering to support 

the ministry of Wesleyan College in Macon. To learn more about Wesleyan College, visit 

www.wesleyancollege.edu. 

Wesley Glen Ministries’ Golf Tournament – Nov. 13 

Join Wesley Glen for their annual golf tournament, held at the beautiful Idle Hour Country Club in 

Macon! Additional Information 

Encounter Youth Retreat – Nov. 17-19 

Encounter is a weekend retreat designed for 6th - 12th grade students where everyone will 

ENCOUNTER God, but each in a very unique way. This retreat will offer passionate worship, relevant 

Bible study and a fun time together on St. Simons Island with your youth. Click here for more details. 

Online registration is OPEN. Click here to register your church group.   

United Methodist Global AIDS Fund Sunday – Dec. 3 

Established in 2004, the United Methodist Global AIDS Fund's (UMGAF) purpose is to stem the tide of 

HIV and AIDS around the world, and strengthen The United Methodist Church’s compassionate 

response to this deadly pandemic. UMGAF supports programs that focus on prevention, advocacy, 

testing, and counseling for people living with HIV and AIDS. Through the generosity of United 

Methodists and others, UMGAF has supported more than 200 HIV/AIDS church-oriented programs in 

over 35 countries. In the United States, 25 percent of all donations to UMGAF through a local United 

Methodist church remain in the annual conference for AIDS ministries. Click here for resources and 

more information. 

Early Response Team and Chainsaw Training, Roberta – Dec. 9 

An ERT and Chainsaw training will be held Saturday, Dec. 9 at Roberta UMC. Register here. Early 

Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to respond in the immediate aftermath of a 

disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the training, participants will receive an ERT 

Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive an UMCOR ID Badge and a T-

http://www.sgaumc.org/events
http://www.wesleyancollege.edu/
http://www.sgaumc.org/eventdetail/www.wesleyglenministries.org
http://www.sgaumc.org/encounter
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/Encounter2017
http://www.umcmission.org/explore-our-work/global-health/hiv
http://www.umcmission.org/explore-our-work/global-health/hiv
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingRoberta


 
 

shirt. Background checks are required before receiving badges. Please provide proof of background 

check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are applicable. Lunch is also included in the cost. 

*Chainsaw training requirements: complete and pass ERT training offered in the morning or hold 

current ERT badge. Cost for chainsaw training only is $12. If taken following the ERT class in the 

morning $6. The cost includes your textbook and badge. This chainsaw training will be demonstration 

and lecture style. There must be 6 participants for a chainsaw course to make. ERT training time: 8 a.m. 

- 1 p.m.; Chainsaw training time: 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. To schedule an ERT training/chainsaw training, please 

contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com.  

 

2018 Special Sundays 

Human Relations Day – January 14 * 

Andrew College Sunday – February 11 ** 

Volunteers in Mission Awareness Sunday – February 18 ** 

Kingdom Builders Promotion – February 25 ** 

UMCOR Sunday – March 11 * 

Native American Awareness – April 15 * 

Magnolia Manor Sunday – May 13 ** 

Peace With Justice – May 27 * 

Wesley Glen Day – June 17 ** 

Golden Cross Sunday – July 1 **  

Christian Education Sunday – August 19 **  

Methodist Children's Home Word Day – September 16 **  

World Communion Day – October 7 * 

Vashti Day – October 21 ** 

Wesleyan College Day – November 11 ** 

United Methodist Student Day – November 25 * 

United Methodist Global AIDS Fund – December 2 **  

 

**Annual Conference Special Offerings  

*General Church Offerings 

 

mailto:morhilll@gmail.com

