
 1 

RECOMMENDATION	6	-	Standing	Rules	Changes	1 
Annual	Conference,	June	2019	2 

  3 
RECOMMENDATION	6A	-	ANNUAL	CONFERENCE	SESSION:	Invitations	4 

  5 
3.1 RULES OF ORDER AND PROCEDURE 6 
  7 
3.1.2 INVITATIONS 8 
Churches, institutions, or communities wishing to host the Annual Conference must issue the invitation 9 
through the Annual Conference Program Committee no less than six (6) months prior to the session of the 10 
Annual Conference at which the invitation will be issued. The Annual Conference Session Program 11 
Committee will receive all invitations and report a recommendation to the Annual Conference. The Annual 12 
Conference Program Committee will issue a Request for Proposal no less than 18 months prior to the 13 
session of Annual Conference to be planned.  Churches, institutions, or communities wishing to host the 14 
Annual Conference should respond with a proposal.  The Annual Conference Program Executive 15 
Committee will receive proposal and report a recommendation to the Annual Conference.  A Committee on 16 
Local Arrangements shall work with the Annual Conference Program Committee in the planning, executing, 17 
and evaluating of the Annual Conference session. 18 
  19 
(Rationale:  This change brings our Standing Rules in line with actual practice, which has been necessitated 20 
by the need to have more time to plan and organize Annual Conference.) 21 
 22 
 23 

RECOMMENDATION	6B	-	ANNUAL	CONFERENCE	SESSION:	Book	of	Recommendations	and	Reports 24 
  25 
3.1.3 BOOK OF RECOMMENDATIONS AND REPORTS 26 
A Book of Recommendations and Reports will be prepared for distribution no less than three (3) weeks before 27 
the opening session of the Annual Conference. Recommendations and Reports shall be typewritten or in 28 
electronic format and sent before the established deadline to the Secretary of the Annual Conference. (See 29 
3.3.3 for additional information.) The deadline shall be publicized in a Conference mailing and/or other media 30 
in January. 31 
  32 
(Rationale: This change brings our Standing Rule in line with actual practice which came about after the 33 
decision by Annual Conference to make all materials available electronically.) 34 
 35 
 36 

RECOMMENDATION	6C	-	ANNUAL	CONFERENCE	SESSION:	Resolutions	and	Petitions 37 
  38 
3.1.4 RESOLUTIONS AND PETITIONS 39 
Resolutions from individuals or churches to the Annual Conference shall be referred to the Committee on 40 
Resolutions and shall be signed by at least five persons unless coming from an Administrative Board/Council. 41 
  42 
Petitions to the General Conference of The United Methodist Church from individuals, churches and Annual 43 
Conference Committees/Commissions/ Boards/Agencies, etc., which desire Annual Conference endorsement 44 
shall be referred to the Committee on Resolutions. 45 
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  46 
Typed copies or Electronic versions of the resolutions and petitions shall be sent by the established deadline to 47 
the Chair of the Committee on Resolutions and the Secretary of the Annual Conference. (See 3.3.3 for more 48 
information.) The deadline shall be publicized in a Conference mailing and/or other media in January. 49 
  50 
(Rationale:  This change brings our Standing Rule in line with actual practice which came about after the 51 
decision by Annual Conference to make all materials available electronically.) 52 
 53 
 54 

RECOMMENDATION	6D	-	ANNUAL	CONFERENCE	SESSION:	Distribution	of	Material 55 
  56 
3.1.5 DISTRIBUTION OF MATERIAL 57 
All materials including the Book of Recommendations and Reports will be made available online on the 58 
conference website in an electronic format. If delegates wish to receive paper materials, they can opt in before 59 
the mailing deadline mentioned in paragraph 3.1.3. If delegates opt in to receive paper materials, only business 60 
related material will be placed in the Conference packets. Other materials may be distributed via a community 61 
table in the display area. 62 
  63 
(Rationale:  This change brings our Standing Rule in line with actual practice which came about after the 64 
decision by Annual Conference to make all materials available electronically.) 65 
 66 
 67 

RECOMMENDATION	6F	–	CONNECTIONAL	MINISTRIES:	Conference	Database	68 
 69 
4.1.3.3(C) CONNECTIONAL SERVICES 70 
C.    Offering Support Services to the conference through such projects as maintaining the conference’s 71 
database, assisting in the preparation of preparing the Conference Journal and The Book of 72 
Recommendations and Reports, and completing several projects related to the Annual Conference session 73 
(like, The Book of Recommendations and Reports). 74 
  75 
(Rationale: This change brings our Standing Rule in line with actual practice which came about after moving 76 
the maintenance of the conference database to Administrative Services.) 77 
 78 
  79 

RECOMMENDATION	6G	–	Appendix	F:	Regarding	Proceeds	from	Sale		80 
of	Abandoned	or	Discontinued	Church	Property	81 

																											 Approved:	June	2006,	Amended:	June	2007,	Amended,	June	2016	82 
  83 
In order to comply with ¶ 2549.a.4.c of The Discipline of the United Methodist Church that church property 84 
which has been discontinued or abandoned be dealt with "…in accordance with the direction of the annual 85 
conference, if any", the Congregational Development Committee of The South Georgia Annual Conference 86 
proposes the following to establish an annual conference policy that honors our adopted Vision Statement for 87 
The South Georgia Annual Conference: 88 
  89 
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In accordance with ¶ 2549 of The Discipline of the United Methodist Church (2016), be it resolved that if the 90 
Bishop, Cabinet, and District Board of Church Location and Building make a decision to sell the property and 91 
assets of discontinued or abandoned United Methodist churches in the South Georgia Annual Conference and 92 
if there are no deed restrictions, then the proceeds be distributed as follows to expand the Kingdom of God: 93 
  94 

● First, pursuant to ¶ 2553 approved by the 2019 session of the General Conference, that portion of 95 
the total liability for the Pre-82, MPP, and CRSP pension plans pertaining to the South Georgia 96 
Conference that is allocated to the local church under the Conference’s approved procedure must 97 
be paid. 98 

●  First,  Second, any unpaid debt to the South Georgia Conference for pensions and/or health benefits 99 
already paid by the Conference on behalf of the church will be repaid from the proceeds of the sale.  100 
This shall not include unpaid apportionments.  If there are other monetary assets from which to pay 101 
this debt, they shall be exhausted first, before using proceeds from the sale of the property. 102 

●  50% of the remainder shall go to the District Board of Missions (or comparable body) which shall be 103 
used for birthing new congregations or officially designated revitalized congregations within the 104 
district or outside the district in partnership with one or more other districts.  In accordance with ¶ 105 
2549.7 in The Discipline, if a discontinued or abandoned church is located in an urban center with 106 
more than 50,000 population (determined by the last official U.S. census), these district funds will be 107 
used for new and revitalized congregations within that urban center. 108 

● 50% of the remainder shall go to the South Georgia Annual Conference Committee on Congregational 109 
Development for the purpose of starting and revitalizing congregations.  In accordance with ¶ 2549.7 110 
in The Discipline, if a discontinued or abandoned church is located in an urban center with more than 111 
50,000 population (determined by the last official U.S. census), these Congregational Development 112 
funds will be used for new and revitalized congregations within that urban center. 113 

  114 
Rationale for the creation of this standing rule:  This is a win - win policy in that it provides each district with 115 
significant flexibility and resources, but it also gives the Annual Conference (through Congregational 116 
Development) some flexibility to use resources at the places of greatest need to further the expansion of the 117 
Kingdom of God in South Georgia.  It also invites districts to be in partnership with other districts to enable 118 
Kingdom work to take place. 119 
  120 
(Rationale for amending the standing rule:  This brings our Standing Rules in line with the requirements of the 121 
Wespath petitions passed at General Conference 2019.) 122 


