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RECOMMENDATION	7	–	Mission	Partnership 1 
 2 

PROPOSAL	TO	EXPLORE	A	MISSION	PARTNERSHIP	3 
 4 
In 2002, Bishop Michael Watson reported to our conference on his recent trip to East Africa, where he had 5 
visited a facility called Humble Place orphanage. He encouraged us to consider being a part of the “East Africa 6 
Initiative.” The South Georgia Annual Conference responded enthusiastically, and soon sought to enter into a 7 
ministry partnership opportunity with the East Africa Annual Conference and Bishop Daniel Wandabula. As 8 
part of that enterprise, we raised funds for Humble Place Orphanage and for the Open Hands Partnership with 9 
East Africa. Many individuals and churches were excited and interested in the mission potential this 10 
partnership offered. 11 
 12 
In 2012, distressing news emerged. The General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM) and the General Council 13 
on Finance and Administration (GCFA) suspended funding to Bishop Wandabula and the East Africa Annual 14 
Conference due to serious allegations of financial mismanagement. Three different audits had uncovered 15 
“unsatisfactory accounting practices.” GCFA further advised all annual conferences to withhold funding from 16 
East Africa until financial mismanagement issues were resolved. Our annual conference, along with other 17 
conferences, ceased funding projects there until further word was received. 18 
 19 
The money remained in our accounts, unused for ministry.  Dissatisfied with having mission money just sit 20 
there, Bishop James King sent Rev. Denise Walton to East Africa in 2016.  After her first trip, she made 21 
recommendations on missions and ministries that could be funded as one-time projects.  Bishop King, in 22 
consultation with conference leadership, agreed to fund the projects.  23 
 24 
At this point neither GCFA nor GBGM have satisfactorily cleared Bishop Wandabula and the East Africa 25 
Annual Conference. We have funds continuing to sit in our accounts rather than be engaged in mission and 26 
ministry in the cause of Jesus Christ. The donors of these funds did not give them for the purpose of earning 27 
interest, but of impacting lives for our Lord. 28 
 29 
The Office of Connectional Ministries (OCM), which oversees the Mission Team of our annual conference, 30 
proposes that these funds could be fruitfully utilized in the east Africa region, if not strictly within the East 31 
Africa Annual Conference. In a presentation to The Leadership Forum, OCM staff shared the exciting 32 
possibility of entering into a missional partnership with Bishop Mande Muyombo and the North Katanga 33 
Annual Conference. Such a partnership would allow these funds to be utilized for ministries similar to the 34 
original intent, and in a geographically close territory. The Leadership Forum, meeting on March 28, agreed it 35 
is time to look for ways to put these funds into active ministry, and encouraged development of this proposal. 36 
 37 
There is no practical way to interact with each individual donor regarding re-allocating these funds. Many 38 
were presented to the conference by local churches, and the conference does not even know whom the original 39 
donors are. Therefore, we ask the entire annual conference, which approved the original mission plans, to 40 
approve this plan to re-allocate these funds into a new mission partnership with Bishop Muyombo and the 41 
North Katanga Annual Conference. We propose to send persons to this annual conference and discuss how our 42 
annual conference might join with them in a ministry partnership. If approved, we will bring recommendations 43 
back to the annual conference furthering the partnership. We will use some designated funds for travel 44 
expenses. 45 
 46 
These are the funds and balances on hand as of December 31, 2018. 47 
 48 
 Open Hands Partnership / East Africa $52,675 49 
 Humble Place Capital $  7,434 50 
 Humble Place Program $ 23,717 51 
 Total $ 83,826 52 
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We request that the South Georgia Annual Conference approve the exploration into a mission partnership with 53 
the North Katanga Annual Conference and the office of Bishop Mande Muyombo. We further propose: 54 
 55 

● that this exploration be done under the auspices of the Office of Connectional Ministries  and its 56 
Mission Team. 57 

● that a team travel to the region in 2019 and/or 2020 as part of our exploration process. 58 
● that funds raised for the Open Hands Partnership be made available for this exploration process. 59 
● that the mission team seek to develop a full partnership and ministry proposal, which could include the 60 

use of funds raised for the Open Hands Partnership and the Humble Place Orphanage. 61 
● that said proposal, if developed, be brought back to the 2020 session of the South Georgia Annual 62 

Conference. 63 
● that if a proposal cannot be developed, a report of the effort be brought to the 2020 session of the 64 

South Georgia Annual Conference. 65 
 66 
Respectfully submitted, 67 
 68 
Dr. Nita Crump, Director of the Office of Connectional Ministries 69 
Ms. Allison Lindsey, Conference Secretary of  Global Ministries, Associate Director OCM 70 


