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I am not sure there are words that can fully describe all that we have been through over the past two years. The 
whole world has suffered unimaginable loss and seemingly never-ending uncertainty, and our campuses are no less 
fraught with anxiety, depression, sadness, and isolation. And yet, there is emerging from this experience a new way 
of being together that has captured my imagination. 
 
I lived in Nashville after a historic flood and I served as a Red Cross volunteer after 9/11. In these tragic moments, 
people rise out of tragedy, unite, and make the world a better place by realizing that we are better and stronger 
together. For those of you who have been part of such massive waves of support and hope, you know that they soon 
wane, and the grind of our segmented society returns to us like an old sweatshirt.  
 
Over the past year, the Commission has expanded our reach by engaging in ministry with campus across the country 
(seven annual conferences and growing). We have one guiding phrase for this shared work of ministry: “Do all we 
can, for as many as we can, for as long as we can.” The bleakness of the covid winter stilled the busyness of life in a 
way that we became more attuned to the reality that we are healthier, we are more fruitful, our mission is more 
robust, and we are just better when we are together. 
 
In working with the Wesleys and colleges across the country, we discovered a most curious emergence within a 
number of these ministries. As you can imagine, students returned this year with a deep hunger to be back together, 
physically. Like all of us, they were longing for meaningful relationships, hugs, discipleship, encouragement, and all 
the trappings of a college experience. At the same time, we noticed there seemed to be less interest in our traditional, 
larger gatherings and a greater interest in smaller, more intimate forms of togetherness. Students appear to be 
yearning for small group discipleship and community that gives meaning to their lives. The demand has been so 
great that some ministries have moved to monthly large-group worship services to provide more space for small 
groups to meet.  
 
This new form of togetherness that has emerged from our long and perilous journey through this pandemic has 
inspired me greatly. What if being together becomes a collection of smaller movements of believers, of students, 
sharing life in a way that cares more about transformation than the production of our gatherings? Could this 
response to a tragedy be more lasting? Could it help us overcome the divisions that have so profoundly harmed us? 
May it be so. 
 
As you experience the content of this special issue of The Advocate, may you see these stories as our shared stories 
of togetherness. See, we could not have been present on these campuses without the generosity of the churches and 
individuals who support Annual Conference apportionments and special gifts to our ministry. Thank you. Your gift 
is making the world a better place and empowering the lives of college students. 
 
Rev. Dr. Michael McCord is the executive director for the United Methodist Commission on Higher Education 
(UMCommission). The UMCommission funds and supports the higher education ministries of the North and South 
Georgia Annual Conferences of The United Methodist Church. Together, these Wesley Foundations and UM-related 
Colleges and Universities serve over 10,000 college students in Georgia and a growing number nationally. 
 
UMCommission Board President 
 
Throughout the last year – a year of trial and tribulation and a year of triumph – God has reminded all of us that being 
in ministry and fellowship with one another is a gift that we cannot take for granted.  Our ministries have persevered 
to meet the ever-expanding needs of colleges students.  Our ministries have developed innovative approaches to 
achieving their missions in this world.  Our ministries have made disciples of God’s children across this state.   
 
Students in our colleges and universities experience many competing demands and priorities.  The pandemic has 
exacerbated emotional distress for many of them, and the pressure to meet academic expectations amid financial 
uncertainly is greater than ever.  Providing a welcoming place - a sanctuary if you will - where students can encounter 
God in community with others is vital to the spiritual formation work of our ministries.  The campus ministers in our 
Wesley ministries and the chaplains on our college and university campuses remain the “boots on the ground” that 



cultivate the strong foundations upon which these college students find connection with one another and a connection 
with God. 
 
These same campus ministers and chaplains artfully developed an entrepreneurial and innovative spirit over the last 
year as well.  They recognized that business as usual would no longer sustain their ministries and connection to 
students.  Most put even greater emphasis on John Wesley’s small group model for creating disciples, as the larger 
congregational worship experiences were a challenge to host logistically during a pandemic.  Regardless of the 
challenge, the goal has always been to be together – to worship, to grow in faith, and to live into the community in 
which God calls us to be.   
 
I could not be more thankful for everyone involved in the work of leading and supporting college students in their 
spiritual formation through our United Methodist ministries.  We have undoubtedly experienced great challenges, but 
as a full and robust body of Christ – who remain committed to one another and committed to seeing God’s work done 
in this world – we continue to experience great triumph.  May God continue to bless our ministries, our colleges and 
universities, and our students, and may all who we encounter experience God’s grace and love. 
 
Beau Seagraves 
President 
 
Following are reports from your collegiate ministry teams 
 
Andrew College 
 
To kick off the holiday season, a stained-glass tour was held on the campus of Andrew College that included stops at 
local houses of worship.  The Festival of Stained Glass idea was developed by Dr. Dan Kolan, Professor Chris 
Johnson, and late Andrew College staff, alumna, and friend, Mary Jane Salter.  Sadly, Salter passed away from 
COVID-19 during the last school year.  Andrew College President Linda R. Buchanan shared, "Mary Jane was the 
inspiration for the event as she was the embodiment of being the light!" Professor Johnson shared that Salter's idea 
was to share the beauty of the local stained glass and incorporate musical and historical elements.  The tour started at 
Jones Chapel on the college campus and included stops at local Methodist, Baptist, and Presbyterian 
churches.  Students, faculty, staff, and community members all came out for the event.  Walkways were illuminated 
by luminaries, and guests enjoyed refreshments as part of the event.  Historical, religious, and architectural details 
were noted to attendees regarding the stained glass at the various locations.  The Andrew College Jazz Ensemble 
entertained guests, and everyone sang carols.  Dr. Dan Kolan said that the plan is to make this an annual event.   
 
Augusta Wesley 
 
What has it been like to find a sense of togetherness? What is it like to meet in person now and be able to worship?
 Community is a vital part of Augusta Wesley to the point that we named our Wednesday night Bible Study, 
Community. This is because community is one of the major aspects with focus on the Augusta Wesley. Last year, 
Augusta Wesley was almost non-existent because of the COVID. This made it challenging for the students to get 
together and worship. As a result of this, the number of people who came to Wesley dropped significantly.  
 This semester we have attempted to ramp up the sense of community and worship. This semester we have 
had three different students plan and lead worship or preach a sermon. Our students have mentioned how the 
worship services have caused them to feel less stressed about school and life. Worship has become a safe space 
where no matter what is going on in the lives of our students they can lay them at the door if only for a few hours.  
What is a specific story from a student in which they’ve benefited from being together worshipping?  
 

We have a student who attends Wesley who has suffered from seizures her entire life. This obviously 
makes many aspects of her life tough. This impacts how she can get around, where she is able to go, if she is able to 
do certain activities, and much more. One of the worst aspects of her condition is that doctors are not entirely sure 
what causes it. This has led to her having to have many surgeries, procedures, and tests done in hopes of diagnosing 
the cause of her seizures.  
 Recently, she was preparing for another test. Her and her family would have to travel over 250 miles to 
another state to perform a test. This caused her to be filled with a lot of anxiety, depression, hopelessness, and 
nervousness. After service one day she expressed these feelings to me. She was on the verge of crying. So, we as a 



community came together and all laid hands on her and prayed for her. About 8 students said prayers for her that 
night and even more stood with her to pray. Afterwards she immediately cheered up. 
If you could say “Thank you” to the churches, ministries, chaplains, donators, etc., what would you say? 
 I would say thank you so much for seeing the importance of this ministry. Even if you do not physically see 
the lives you changed, I want you to know you have truly touched and changed many lives. Your donations and time 
have given many young students a place to come and have a safe community to worship. As we move forward in the 
coming years we hope to reach many more students and that you will continue to support our mission.  
 
Josh Swanson 
Director, Augusta Wesley 
 
Clark Atlanta University 
Ministering through the Pandemic – Holding God’s People in My Heart 
 
While in seminary, my professor, The Reverend Dr. Kenda Dean, shared with us a few excerpts from a project that 
she had just completed because she wanted feedback. In what was eventually named, Almost Christian, Kenda said 
that “young people need a creed to believe, a community to belong to, a call to live out, and a hope to hold onto.” I 
agreed completely. 
Since then, I have included those four (4) tenants in all that I every ministry context in which I have engaged. 
However, during the pandemic when our understanding of believing and belonging shifted and volatility shook both 
our lives and our hope, I held these truths even more closely. 
As I prepared for our return to an in-person campus learning environment, I knew that I would have to be intentional 
about offering touch points to meet various needs. In addition to Chapel and bible study, I placed greater emphasis 
on community service and the creation of spaces where individuals could simple “be.” 
In September, I launched a week of events focused on our “Culture for Service” motto. We hosted Mr. Paul Loeb, 
author of Soul of a Citizen. Offered students the opportunity to identify their spiritual gifts, and held a campus wide 
service project where we packaged 20,000 meals to be sent to Haiti. Each of these efforts reached different students. 
All of these efforts made a difference. 100% of the students rated the events five out of a possible five points and 
100% of the participants expressed interest in participating in more community service events.   
Since September, we have participated in a community service event once per month and during our last event both 
our President, Dr. George T. French, Jr. and his wife, Dr. Bacon French participated with us in the planting of fruit 
trees at a local community garden. Again, all participants expressed interest in serving.  
 
Another addition to our ministry offering this year has been The Soul Space, a place where students, faculty, and 
staff of any faith tradition can gather for centering, prayer, meditation, or counsel because everyone has a soul. From 
its inception, this space, which is located on the first floor of this three story building, was intended to provide a 
prayerful foundation to the Bishop Cornelius Henderson Student Center. The space was also conceptualized to offer 
flexibility in arrangement so that it could accommodate a variety of uses. To date, the space has been used for yoga, 
individual prayer time, meetings with student leaders, a “green room” for the VP Kamala Harris and also for one of 
the Atlanta Mayoral candidates. The space was even used as shelter when a tornado warning that was issued one 
afternoon in the middle of the summer. 
While all of this has been a joy to witness, the greatest joy has been the number of students who take the time to post 
scripture verses or motivational messages after their time of prayer. It offers a healthier posting that what they 
normally experience on social media. This is special to me because I would occasional come in while they were 
building the space in order to pray and to write scripture on the walls. So, what undergirds their “message wall” and 
is included above each threshold door is God’s word to bless their comings and goings. 
As I look towards 2022, I can feel the momentum and I am excited about what is going to do. To close out the 
semester, we took a group of students to Camp Glisson for a study retreat. In 2019, we took a group of 10; this year, 
we took 28 and all have expressed interest in returning to study again in the spring. In addition to my hope for their 
rest and renewal, I prayed that at least one of them would engage with Russell Davis in a conversation about 
applying for summer staff. God exceeded my expectations—three have committed to following up.  
While ministry has not been easy, it has been encouraging to witness God’s faithfulness in so many ways. I look 
towards 2022 and pray that I will be blessed with the opportunity to continue to build upon God’s plans for Clark 
Atlanta Univerisity and her community.  
 
To God be the Glory! 



 
Faithfully Submitted,  
Rev. Dr. Tonya L. Miles 
University Chaplain 
 
College of Coastal Georgia: 
 
Stress.  Anxiousness.  Worry.  Lack of discipline.  Not sure what will come next.  These are common themes among 
college students dealing with the continued pandemic that swept across the globe in 2020.  Many hoped this 
academic year would be more normal.  But as the demands of classes continue on, the lasting effects of COVID on 
mental health and community growth are steadily an uphill climb.  
 
Nevertheless, God is doing some deep work for college students.  Sure, many want the same things college students 
have wanted for decades--acceptance, fun and great memories.  And tons of students will do whatever is necessary 
to achieve these desires.  But for others, God is stirring a passion and drive to know Him more and to live out the 
purposes He has for their lives. 
 
There are some students on the CCGA campus that are characterized by the latter.  The names that come to mind all 
come from different backgrounds (even countries).  They don't have the same story.  They're at different points on 
their faith journey.  But there's a deep hunger in their eyes to know God more. 
 
They show up to Wesley consistently.  They often talk about what more they want to see done.  They go to church.  
They serve both college students and the churches they attend.  And they even get up for an 8:30a Bible Study every 
Friday.   
 
Through all of these avenues, the desire is the same:  know God more.  There is a hunger in them that is palpable.  
Sure, they struggle with things like other college students.  They're not perfect.  They have their stressers.  They 
have their worries.  But they aren't dealing with it the same way as common college students.  They are seeking to 
take the things close to their heart to Jesus and see life through the lens of His grace and truth. 
 
And from that lens, they're seeing a new way of living.  One that doesn't just serve them or bring them acceptance or 
give them a good time.  They're seeing a way of living that honors God and serves others.   
 
My hope is that the passion of these Wesley students becomes infectious to many others on the CCGA campus, and 
that it leads to an awakening like the campus has never seen.   
 
Come, Lord.  Bring your kingdom of peace, joy and righteousness to CCGA for your glory.  Amen. 
 
Kris Dockery, 
Coastal Wesley Director 
 
COLUMBUS STATE TESTIMONIALS 
WHAT WESLEY MEANS TO ME… 
Felicity Acosta: 
-Wesley is a space where I can be myself and have fun 
Lucas Sheppard: 
-Because of Wesley, I have been able to expand my leadership experience, make plenty of new friends, and create 
new memories that will last a lifetime.  
-Wesley has been a safe place where I can share my personal struggles and I can trust that I am heard and cared for 
-Wesley means community.  
Wrezin Cooley: 
Because of Wesley I have made new friends and bettered my relationship with God. Getting closer to God was 
really important to me this year and being a part of Wesley has given me that opportunity. The people at Wesley 
have made my college experience, and they are one of the only reasons I would reconsider transferring next year. 
Wesley has taught me I’m not alone and I always have someone to talk to and there’s always someone that cares. I 
really enjoy the fellowship and friends at Wesley.  



Hannah Dew: 
-Because of Wesley, I have found my people that I feel safe with. I am able to be myself and not feel like I have to 
fake anything. 
 -Wesley has been a place where I go for comfort and fun. All worries are gone as soon as I’m with our group.  
-Wesley means so much to not only me but those who come from a not so easy life. It provides relief and a safe 
place for everyone   
 Nathan Calvert: 
-Because of Wesley I have made real friends for the first time in my life because of an opening and welcoming 
community. It has also helped my faith grow much stronger than it was previously. I feel closer to God than I have 
probably my entire life. 
-Wesley has been a place where I feel safe to share my struggles in life because I know people will support me and 
help me. I can comfortably learn about God because we always have great messages with our leaders and I know I'll 
always have a good time. It's just a safe space for everyone where we can escape our stress-filled lives for a little 
while and focus on the positives in life. 
-Wesley means a lot to me for all of those reasons above. Getting involved with the Wesley group was one of the 
best (if not THE best) parts of my year. It has helped me begin to climb out of a dark spot in my life and start a new 
chapter. It's the first time I've truly felt like I belong in college. 
 Cory Williams: 
-Wesley has been a place where I can meet and pray with friends each and every week! 
 Joshua Huddleston: 
Because of CSU Wesley, I have a group of like-minded college students who remind me every week that I’m not the 
only one going through struggles in life and that they will support me through these trials and tribulations. CSU 
Wesley has been a place where I get to develop spiritually and where I get to develop better interpersonal 
relationships and leadership abilities.   
 
Georgia Gwinnett College Wesley 
 

GGC Wesley Annual Report Togetherness 
 
1. Ministry is something that thrives off of people coming together to lead people to 
Jesus. Zoe says “ Meeting in person again reminds me of how cool people interactions are and 
how awesome my friends are!” We have seen it first hand through the students at the school 
there is no better feeling than a sense of togetherness. Finding that was difficult at first but now 
we have built back up and are doing better than ever! Alvin said “Worshipping in person helps 
people connect and bond through sharing the same faith. It&#39;s also great hearing the different stories that other 
people have.” 
2. We have received or heard many stories from students where being able to come 
together has benefited them tremendously. This story from student Hannah Talbert stuck out the 
most, she said.  I was talking to a student who hadn’t been to worship in a while. The pandemic 
had affected her really badly, and she had been feeling really isolated. She showed up to worship and I watched as 
she broke into tears in the middle of the first song. Her hands were 
raised, and I could tell that this specific song was touching her. She came up to me afterwards 
and told me that she had been struggling at home and the first song we played that day was the 
song that had been on repeat in her playlist for weeks. She told me that this had been the one 
song that had been helping her get through a really tough time in her life and it’s almost like  
this worship experience was trying to reach her just by playing this song. The in person worship 
experience benefitted her more than words could say. 
3. Just as simple as that, Thank you! Being in ministry can be difficult at times and I 
know this pandemic has affected us all in many ways. That being said we would not have been 
able to continue throughout the pandemic and come back together now if it were not for you all. 
The impact you have had on these students is incredible so thank you for your continued support throughout it all! 
 
Ryan Shostak 
Director Georgia Gwinnett College 
 
Georgia Southern Wesley 



Prayer, partnerships, and pressing into God’s future together 
 

The past 18 months have been filled with challenges and lots of changes, but through it all at Georgia 
Southern Wesley we have heard the call to become a more vital and vibrant community for our students.  This year 
Wesley came together for moments of community, discipleship, and worship, and it has been a joy to see God 
impact the hearts and lives of students on our campus.  Our work this year has been to provide a caring and Christ-
centered community in the midst of all of the changes that are swirling around our students.  

This fall our students organized a night for prayer for Afghanistan, Haiti, Louisiana, our campus, and 
community.  We gathered at Sweetheart Circle, at the center of our campus, and saw students lift their hearts in 
praise and band together for prayer.  Their prayers are moving us to spend our spring break serving in Louisiana to 
put our prayers into action to bring relief to people’s hearts and lives in Jesus’ name.   

This year we partnered with a new fraternity on campus—BYX.  BYX, or Brothers Under Christ, is 
currently using Wesley as their primary weekly meeting location.  This partnership has allowed us to impact even 
more students and has helped us create bridges to serve our campus and community together.  It’s our hope that this 
is the first of many partnerships that build unity in the body of Christ and increases our impact on campus.   

We also partnered with TMS Global to beta test an exciting new discipleship curriculum that will help 
equip our students to be missionaries in their own culture and context. Throughout this past semester students have 
learned about God’s mission, their role as disciples in growing God’s kingdom, and how they can share their faith 
right where they are. We are excited to continue this partnership with TMS Global into the future by sending 
students into missions at home and around the world.    

At Georgia Southern Wesley we are committed to making disciples of Jesus Christ through community, 
discipleship, and worship.  While we don’t know what the future holds, we know that our future is held in God’s 
hands.  We believe that we can face any challenge that comes our way through prayer, partnership, and pressing into 
God’s presence.  
 
Rev. Dr. Jonathan Smith, Director 
Georgia Southern Wesley 
 
Dear Friends of the Wesley Foundation at Georgia Tech, 
 
The 2021-2022 Georgia Tech academic year is underway, and we’re excited about this fall semester! The COVID-19 
pandemic threw us a curveball with the Delta variant in September but our focus on student safety in worship, small-
groups, and service projects enabled Tech Wesley to continue to thrive. Your generous support contributed to this 
student ministry remaining dynamic and vital in the spiritual growth of the students during the worst pandemic in 
recent history.  
We kicked off the new academic year with a joyous event. One of our students, Jack McConnell, was baptized 
during the first outdoor Tuesday evening worship service of the semester with over 60 students in attendance! Your 
continued financial support enabled our student worship band and our setup team to purchase new speakers and a new 
lighting system to enhance the student’s worship experience. Our new mobile wireless audiovisual system can 
livestream both our indoor and outdoor worship services and post them to our website and to social media.  
The Tech Wesley student ministry is an environment of inclusion and hospitality where the students grow in 
relationship with God and with one another. This fall over 30 students went on our Fall 2021 Student Retreat. We 
worshiped, had Bible studies, played games, and cooked wonderful meals together at a rental facility here in Georgia. 
Tech Wesley could not have offered this subsidized student experience without our donor’s generous financial support. 
Here’s a testimonial from one of our student leaders, Katherine Gray, regarding her retreat experience:  
“Pastor Geoff! I wanted to let you know that the retreat was one of the highlights of my college experience so far, 
both spiritually and socially. Thank you so much for making it happen and coordinating everything.”  
It’s wonderful to see God at work in the lives of our students. We invite you to join us in making a generous 
donation to the vital ministry of Tech Wesley. Your donation will help us more effectively reach a new generation 
of college students for Jesus Christ.  
Please use the enclosed contribution card and envelope to donate. If you prefer to make a gift by credit card or 
PayPal, then please go to our website www.gtwf.org and click “donate.” We encourage you to set up a recurring 
donation when you donate online. Your recurring gift helps us budget for essential ministries.  
Thank you for your support of Tech Wesley!  
Warmest Regards, 
Rev. Geoff Beakley (Director)  



 
Kennesaw State Wesley 
As of 2019 Covid took our world by storm and showed us things can change within a blink of an eye, and as we 
approach 2022 “togetherness” has pushed us to make things happen. Without the support of campus ministries, staff, 
communities and overall the students we wouldn’t be able to successfully come together and worship, through 
togetherness it has given this community the opportunity to thrive.  

Think About This 
1. What has it been like to find a sense of togetherness? What is it like to meet in person now and be able to 
worship? 
Togetherness has been a priority for us this year at Kennesaw State. During the peak of the pandemic our students 
felt the tremendous weight of separation in their lives, and as we have treated this semester as a fresh start, I have 
truly seen joy in their hearts as they are able to live life together again. Their excitement to learn, intentionally 
connect, earnestly worship, and have new experiences warms my heart. 
One of the biggest things that our students had been missing over the past year was a sense of togetherness in 
worship. Through my conversations with them, it feels like we never really stopped. I thought that it would be 
difficult to build back up the ministry to what it was before. Though we have our own unique set of challenges, 
being able to worship together, on campus, in a safe environment has truly allowed students to connect with what 
God is doing here in Kennesaw. 
2. What is a specific story from a student in which they’ve benefited from being together worshipping? 
“The people that I met have helped shape who I am today. Being back in worship has helped me grow in my faith 
and challenge me to take ownership of the things around me. The people here allow me to develop my strengths and 
understand who I really am. I don’t think I would be where I am today without the support of Wesley.” -Drew 
“I was starting to get discouraged by not being on campus. Not having weekly worship or community groups meant 
that I was just sitting around most of the time. Being back together, I remember the importance I place of worship 
and community.” - Joe 
We have a freshman student this year that has been struggling with mental and physical health issues over the past 
few years.   Being involved in worship and community on campus has helped him find the confidence and a safe 
place to share some of the things that he has been afraid to confront. Through talking with him this semester we 
have been able to set him up with counseling services, as well as working with a health coach at the wellness center. 
If we had not been back together, we may have never met Cam.   
3. If you could say “Thank you” to the churches, ministries, chaplains, donators, etc., what would you say? 
We honestly thank you for the support you have given us over the past year. We have been able to overcome so 
many challenges, and can celebrate the fact that we are able to have an active presence on campus today. That is 
directly thanks to your support. I pray that with these gifts we continue to show students the life change that comes 
with the Gospel, and help shape the city of Kennesaw into one that knows the love of Jesus Christ. 
 
Sam Kellum 
Director, Kennesaw State Wesley 
 
LaGrange College Building bridges with service 
Students in LaGrange College’s Wilkinson Family Servant Scholars Program have been preparing meals, organizing 
events and mentoring youth as they continue to address needs in the Troup County area. 
The group of 12 juniors and seniors has taken on issues such as hunger, literacy and the importance of unity in this 
year’s work. 
Jeff Lukken, director of the program, said even COVID couldn’t stop the students. 
“We had to change how we operated Our Daily Bread, our outreach that serves hot meals every Friday to the 
needy,” he said. “Now we offer to-go meals at our location in a local church. Our Daily Bread has been operating 
since 2013, and we’re proud to continue that project.” 
Servant Scholars prepares campus leaders by linking them with community leaders and mentors to study local 
needs—and decide how to best meet them. 
Each year, 12 juniors are chosen to start their two-year journey in the program. While living as a community at 
Broad Street Apartments located halfway between the campus and downtown LaGrange, each student is engaged in 
active learning and service through individual internships at local nonprofits. 
At the end of the year, the students compare their experiences and choose a single need to address as seniors. 



“This year, the seniors’ Project Unity has been working with Dr. Robert Tucker and his board to assist the struggling 
Calumet neighborhood,” said Lukken. “The effort includes helping create a sense of community, ownership and a 
cohesive bond among the diverse group of families living there.” 
After talking with area leaders, church elders and residents, the Scholars reached out in various ways – for example, 
the Calumet Fall Festival included a free cookout, games, storytelling and a book fair. 
Other activities included a Trunk of Treat cookout at Halloween with the assistance of college Greek organizations; 
a health and wellness fair featuring meals, testing, checkups and diagnostic evaluations from LC nursing students, 
LaGrange fire and emergency, and other health providers from the region; and a toy drive with donations from 
students, faculty and staff for Christmas gifts for the children of the Calumet community. 
Plans for the spring include a career and jobs fair, tree plantings, adult computer literacy, Little Free Libraries, social 
media neighborhood platforms, a community garden, a literacy and mentoring program, learning trails and working 
with city leaders on new sidewalks, security lights and a community outdoor grill. 
One of the aims of the Servant Scholars Program is to stress the importance of working together, Lukken said. 
“The development of independence, empowerment and pride for the people and communities we serve is essential,” 
Lukken said.  
Georgia’s oldest private institution of higher learning, LaGrange College is consistently ranked among the South’s 
top colleges by U.S. News & World Report. A four-year liberal arts and sciences college affiliated with the United 
Methodist Church, LaGrange offers more than 50 areas of study with an emphasis on global engagement and 
service. 
 
Wesley of Macon 
 
Today, the Wesley House at 1280 College Street is a happy place. For too long, it was quiet as students were 
learning from home. Now, the house is full of residents again and is hosting everything from small groups to craft 
nights to Foosball throwdowns. 
The Wesley House is an intentional community space in Macon for college-aged young adults to come, relax, share 
a meal, and grow in their faith together. Now that operations are back in full swing, if you come visit the Wesley 
House throughout the week, you may find us praying together every weekday at 8:30am, or maybe even discover us 
worshiping together at a Friday Night Worship, where students and young adults from all over are welcome to come 
and worship God together. Then there are FAM nights (Fire and Meat), crafting events, free popsicle day, game 
nights, and Freshley, a freshman only Bible Study and fellowship.  
These programs are all a part extending the grace and hospitality that God has shown to us to everyone who walks 
through the front door. The house is a gift and a place to rest. For so many, the Wesley House becomes a spiritual 
home as they navigate the college-age questions of who God is calling them to be. Regardless of who students are or 
what they are going through, there is a couch for them. Natalie, a sophomore at Mercer, recently said “The Wes 
House is an open couch. It’s a space where anyone is invited and there is no agenda. You simply are welcomed and 
cared for.”  
Creating this space of radical hospitality, worship, prayer, and fellowship is how we serve Jesus and build for the 
Kingdom in connection with our partners in ministry all across the South Georgia Annual Conference. Thank you 
for the prayers and support that allow this ministry to exist in connection with you all and empower us to reach so 
many young people during this pivotal time in their lives. 
 
The Wesley of Macon Fall Retreat has always been a special time to connect with new friends, hang out, and grow 
in faith together. But for the college students and young adults who went on Wesley of Macon's retreat this October, 
it was even more meaningful because it was the first time they had been able to travel together in almost two years. 
The young adults were at Camp Kaleo in Forsyth for three days. They led worship, played games, enjoyed good 
conversations on the rocking chair porch, and savored the time together with friends from three different colleges in 
Macon. This sort of time away is crucial for these college students. They often are balancing school, jobs, and 
extracurriculars that can lead to an overwhelming schedule. Retreats like this one help them to rest, unplug, and 
reinvest in their relationship with God and with one another. 
 
Quote from Ashton Bearden, a retreat participant and Senior at Mercer University: "I really enjoyed being able to go 
out into nature and seeking God there. There were times where I would feel at such peace, because of the woods and 
I just felt God's presence while I was out there. I also really enjoyed coming together with other believers to worship 
and learn more about God in that space. Worship was something that was really low key and low pressure. It felt 
like we were all working together to create this beauty harmony of praise to God". 



 
The theme for this year’s retreat was “Worth It.” The students explored together both how and why a life devoted to 
seeking God and loving others is a worthy pursuit. All who came received a custom devotional booklet, individual 
pastoral counseling, and opportunities to attend breakout sessions where they learned and practiced new spiritual 
disciplines, explored the enneagram, focused on physical health and wellness, and studied scripture. Wesley of 
Macon’s next scheduled retreat will be in February at Camp Tygart in Ray City, Ga. 
 
Rev. Brandon Tolle 
Director Wesley of Macon 
 
Inter-Faith Vaccine Ambassadors 
August 25, 2021 
Inter-Faith Vaccine Ambassadors 
More than a dozen Oxford students are partnering with local leaders of communities in need to increase COVID-19 
vaccine accessibility and trust through an interfaith program that will run through the end of 2021. 
 
Students from both the Oxford and Emory campuses are participating in The Interfaith Youth Core’s (IFYC) Faith 
in the Vaccine Ambassadors project. Oxford students are using a range of creative activities to raise awareness about 
COVID-19 vaccines in underserved communities. 
 
Akash Shanmugam, an Oxford continuee and rising junior at Emory College, developed the Back-to-School 
Barbecue: Healthy by Choice community health event in Conyers, Ga. Shanmugam, who is majoring in 
neuroscience and behavioral biology, wanted to create a community gathering that would earn the support of local 
government and community organizations. Working with the Helping Hands Outreach Clinic staff, organizers at an 
August event distributed free barbecue and school supplies to the community, while offering COVID-19 
vaccinations, cholesterol and blood pressure screenings, and physicals. 
 
Shanmugam, a California Bay Area resident, had worked with the Helping Hands Clinic for the last two years 
through an Oxford internship. 
 
“Through my work, I connected with different levels of the Rockdale County community – churches, health clinics, 
school boards, faith-based summer camps, local pharmaceutical organizations, and county politicians and 
congressmen,” he says. “I learned the meaningful roles they each played in this community and devised ways they 
could each contribute to improving vaccination rates.” 
 
Oxford College Chaplain Lyn Pace 02T 17T, oversaw and served as a mentor to the Oxford ambassadors. After the 
students completed an IFYC-led training curriculum, Pace provided individual and peer-based support. 
 
“This project came out of our already-established connection with the Interfaith Youth Core,” Pace says. “It’s a win-
win all around because our students get the opportunity to put their classroom and campus learning into practice 
while also working for good in the community.” 
 
Oxford College's Laura Gafnea, director of community relations, and Ricardo Horne 21L, assistant director of 
Student Involvement and Leadership, came to one of the cohort's early meetings to offer students training on 
connecting with community partners. Some students also met with them later to help develop those connections. 
 
 
Inter-Faith Vaccine Ambassadors – Oxford at Emory 
 
Another team of Oxford ambassadors is developing a website with vaccine information for young people. They 
geared the site toward parents and educators of 12-to 18-year-olds who are eligible to get vaccinated. 
 
Sarah Delfino, a rising second-year Oxford student from San Diego, is part of the website group. “We realized that 
creating the website would be further reaching than partnering with any individual community,” Delfino says. 
 



The trio – made up of Delfino together with rising juniors Payton Malone and Alan Sherman – developed their site 
with resources particularly helpful to Jewish schools in metro Atlanta. 
 
“I truly believe in the vaccine, and I wanted to be able to share information and dispel misinformation to my own 
faith group,” says Malone, who, along with Sherman, was active in Oxford’s Jewish Student Union. 
 
Malone, who is from Colorado and on Emory’s pre-health dental track, acknowledged the difficulty with getting 
responses from organizations she reached out to this summer. 
 
 Yingrong Chen, a rising second-year student from Guangzhou, China, also found it hard to make those first 
connections with local providers. 
 
As her mentor, Pace suggested Chen reach out to Georgia CORE – a crisis response organization partnering with the 
Georgia Department of Public Health to provide free COVID-19 vaccines through mobile units. 
 
Chen spent the summer on the Oxford campus. She coordinated with Georgia CORE and Covington First United 
Methodist Church to provide free weekly vaccine clinics. 
 
“I decided to take part in the ambassador program because, at the beginning of the year, my family took advantage 
of a similar vaccine promotion program,” says the chemistry major. “I think, in turn, I should help with improving 
the trust and accessibility of vaccines.” 
 
Claire Qu, a rising second-year student from Houston, worked with Willing Helpers (Free) Medical Clinic in 
Covington. She collected educational information – such as vaccine videos – and made posters for patients and the 
clinic waiting room. 
 
A biology major, Qu is on Emory’s pre-health physician track. She and fellow ambassador Rebecca Deal, a rising 
second-year student from North Carolina, called higher-risk older adult clients. 
 
The duo offered vaccine information and let patients know about the free vaccination clinics that Willing Helpers 
provided with Piedmont Newton Hospital. Deal, who plans to major in nursing, took part in the ambassador program 
to better understand vaccine hesitancy through partnerships with local community organizations. 
 
Like Qu and Deal, Abel Lindley also plans on a healthcare career and is on Emory’s pre-health physician track. 
 
Inter-Faith Vaccine Ambassadors Check In 
“I took part in the ambassador program to have a more proactive approach to fight the pandemic and create a safer 
and healthier environment,” says the rising second-year student from Las Vegas. 
 
Annabelle Zekeri, a rising junior at Emory College, applied to the ambassador program due to urgent issues 
uncovered by the pandemic such as health disparities and racial injustice. 
 
Zekeri is a biology major who is on Emory’s pre-health physician track. 
 
“By working to ensure that more people are vaccinated,” Zekeri says, “I hope to show that all those 
disproportionately affected by poverty, food insecurity, lack of educational resources, and other factors that 
contribute to medical disparities can receive access to quality medical attention.” 
 
Zekeri originally planned to work in Oxford because she fell in love with the community after serving with 
Volunteer Oxford (VO) for two years. VO is a year-long program that serves as the liaison between service agencies 
in the local community and student volunteers. 
 
She eventually decided the best option was to work in her hometown of Jefferson, Ga. where she assisted with a 
pop-up vaccine clinic. She also traveled with Northeast Georgia Department of Health staff in the surrounding area 
to find more people willing to get vaccinated. 
 



In addition, she used her photography skills to enhance the social media presence for Foundations for Living, a non-
profit focusing on mental health, career development, domestic violence and HIV prevention. 
 
Zekeri and her IFYC partner Eunice Amador created a TikTok account on vaccine hesitancy. Amador, a rising 
junior from Dallas, is also translating publicity into Spanish and distributing it. 
“Oxford students have shared their gifts with each other and their communities this summer, and they have learned 
by listening,” Pace says. “As the program extends into the fall, these ambassadors will continue to add to the quality 
of life in the places where they serve.” 
 
Faith in the Vaccine Ambassadors 
Eunice Amador, Yingrong Chen, Rebecca Deal, Sarah Delfino, Ellen Harnisch, Esther Holmes, Riesa Hoque, Fahd 
Kapadia, Abel Lindley, Payton Malone, Jiwon Park, Claire Qu, Akash Shanmugam, Alan Sherman, Annabelle 
Zeker 
 
Reinhardt University 
 
What has it been like to find a sense of togetherness? What is it like to meet in person now and be able to 
worship? 
(From various students) It’s been very uplifting. We feel like we can form stronger bonds now that we can gather 
indoors with other believers. We feel bonds between us getting stronger. We are feeding off of each other to grow our 
faith. Worship doesn’t feel the same when we do it alone.  

 
What is a specific story from a student in which they’ve benefited from being together worshipping?  
Olivia is a freshman who sings on our worship team. During the sermon of our first Common Ground Worship Service 
she received a text that her grandfather, who had been sick, had taken a turn for the worse. He was on his deathbed. 
After receiving the text, she knew she had to go back and sing for our closing set, but also felt all the emotions of 
sadness and grief come over her. In that moment she decided to look to Jesus and let him and the fellowship of other 
believers bring her comfort and joy. That decision came through in the passion of her worship during the closing set. 
Her worship was so powerful that everyone in the room could feel her love for God and others. In the days following, 
her grandfather passed away. Although it was so sad, she leaned on worship and the friendships she made during 
worship to get her through this tough situation.  

 
If you could say “Thank you” to the churches, ministries, chaplains, donators, etc., what would you say? 
Thank you. Your work is making an eternal impact. It is changing lives. It is building bridges, making disciples, and 
helping people come into a real and meaningful relationship with Jesus Christ.  

 
I hope this helps. 
 
Josh Garner, 
Chaplain, Reinhardt University 
 
University of North Georgia Testimonies 
 
I’m Justin Black, I’m a sophomore at UNG and I started coming to Wesley about a year ago. I started coming with 
my roommates my freshman year and I instantly fell in love with the people and the environment. Unfortunately I 
had to move away from Dahlonega and and attend the Gainesville campus due to my major. It was one of the 
hardest decisions that I had to make but I figured that it was bound to happen anyways so I might as well just take 
the opportunity and make it positive. I knew when I moved that I still wanted to see the friends that I had made 
during my time in Dahlonega and UNG Wesley gave me a way to do that. I live by myself and in Gainesville and 
don’t have many friends up there but Wesley has given me people to spend time with and it’s also given me such a 
big community of people who I know love me. I’m always in a good mood when I know that I get to see my friends 
in dahlonega on Wednesdays and I can’t thank Nathan and Josh and the whole Wesley program enough for the 
community that they’ve created there. 



 
I’m Kathleen Metzger.  Worship and community have always been super important to me. the intimacy of worship 
and the way it allows you to be vulnerable before God has always been super special to me because i have never 
been very good at being vulnerable with people. when i came to college and started attending Wesley was when i 
found true community that loved me exactly where i was at and always kept me grounded in the truth of the gospel. 
there was this one really special moment that sticks out to me during one Wesley service my freshman year of 
college, when i was having a difficult time handling the death of a loved one. we were singing “simple gospel”, 
which is a song that was sung at her funeral, and a few of my friends just surrounded me and started praying these 
incredible prayers over me and the love that i felt and the support that comes from a solid community meant the 
world to me. that moment is one i will never forget because there was something so healing about being vulnerable 
with people and letting them care for you and love you well. being able to worship with and do life with people also 
seeking out the kingdom of God is one of the biggest blessings. 
 
Nathan Dickens 
Director, University of North Georgia Wesley 
 
University of West Georgia 
 
Retreat 
 
Wesleys at the University of West Georgia, Columbus State University, and Lagrange College joined together this 
October for a fall retreat in Tallapoosa, Georgia. The focus for the weekend was on grace: how we have all been 
touched by God’s grace, how we can open ourselves up to receive God’s grace daily, and how we can be a vessel of 
God’s grace for our campuses. Students worshipped, prayed, ate, hiked, put together puzzles, and played games 
together, forming relationships with one another and deepening their relationship with God. 
 
“This was my first retreat and I had a great time! The other students were friendly and relatable. Making those 
relationships made the experience worthwhile. If given the chance, I’d love to do it again.” Jamal Roberts 
 
Prayer Tabling 
 
The Wesley Foundation at UWG changed its approach to tabling on campus this semester. In the past, the primary 
focus for tabling was disseminating information about the ministry and upcoming events as well as passing out 
branded items. That information and those gifts are still present whenever we go on campus, but the focus is 
different. This semester, wanted to communicate that we are united with our campus in the midst of the personal and 
corporate struggles that we all experience and we wanted to serve our fellow students in prayer, so we started prayer 
tabling. We tell every student that walks by that we’d love to pray for them and give them an opportunity to write a 
down a prayer request for themselves, their loved ones, or the campus as a whole. We then take those prayer 
requests and pray over them during our worship time on Wednesday nights so that we can intercede for our fellow 
students. Not only has this helped us connect with new students and meet a need on campus, but it has deepened our 
corporate worship experiences by including a time of intercession during small group prayer on a consistent basis. 
 
Quotes 
“Prayer tabling has been a different experience because we are able to connect with the students in a different way 
than during traditional tabling. You get to ask the students to share their thoughts and prayers and we can give them 
comfort that our ministry is there thinking and praying over them. It allows us to be intentional and meaningful with 
our interactions to the students on campus.” -Michelle Bagsic 
 
Rev. Sam Dawkins, 
Director, University of West Georgia 
 
Greetings from the Wesley Foundation at Valdosta State University!  
 
Wow, what a school year! Like other ministry leaders across the country, our approach at Wesley was to balance the 
physical health concerns with the spiritual and emotional needs of the students. Once the university decided to bring 
students back for the fall semester, this led us to embrace the mantra that "different is better than canceled."  



 
Two key components of our discipleship culture, Freshley and our Wesley Wednesday gatherings, continued but in 
modified form. We realized that this incoming freshmen class had so much of their senior year canceled so we did 
everything we could to offer them a great freshmen experience. Freshley was moved outside with masks, and 
freshmen still came to enjoy the food trucks, worship, and small groups that Freshley entails. Our Wesley 
Wednesday worship gatherings continued in the student union theater with prayer at 7pm and worship at 8pm. We 
adjusted our on-campus services to comply with university standards. This meant that our worship team sang with 
masks on, and I preached with a mask all year. This Lead team persevered like no other.  
 
At one Wesley Wednesday, we hosted a panel discussion on mental health to address and alleviate the upsurge of 
mental health issues caused by the pandemic. The panel addressed destigmatizing mental health, anxiety, 
depression, emotional health, suicide awareness, and being a good friend towards those who struggle with mental 
health issues. Please be in prayer as this is a major issue on the college campus.  
 
Our Jamaica mission trip that was postponed literally one day before we were to leave in March 2020, was able to 
happen at the end of May 2021. We rejoice that we were able to partner with IsleGo Missions to build a little blue 
house and experience the Kingdom of God in the beautiful country of Jamaica. Friends, so much happened this past 
year through VSU Wesley. I know you join me in being proud of our student leaders and how they adapted to offer 
discipleship opportunities. 
 
His for the students at VSU, 
Rev. C.J. Harp  
 
Wesleyan College 
 
Faith and service are cornerstones of the Wesleyan College mission. We cherish our longstanding affiliation with 
The United Methodist Church and are grateful for the spiritual grounding that relationship provides. Wesleyan’s 
office of campus ministry serves the entire campus community and offers students ample opportunities to explore 
their faith and discern their calling in the world. Programming like retreats, pilgrimage weekends, and shared 
fellowship opportunities also provide welcome respite from the rigors of the academic year.  
 
In addition, a variety of organizations enhance the religious life on campus with Bible studies, workshop 
experiences, trips, retreats, and social activities—student organizations like the Wesleyan Foundation, Baptist 
Collegiate Ministries, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Reformed University Fellowship, and the Episcopal and 
Lutheran Fellowship. Additional student leadership is provided by the Wesleyan Disciples, Servant Leaders, and 
student interns for Wesleyan’s faith and service activities. 
 
Wesleyan emphasizes a Culture of C.A.R.E. which focuses on the importance of Community, Accountability, 
Respect, and Equity. The Lane Center for Social and Racial Equity leads the campus and surrounding community in 
celebrating diversity, practicing inclusion, and striving for equity. Creating a sense of belonging and caring is rooted 
in the integration of faith and service, as is the role of faith and service programming in helping students discern 
their vocations and chart a course to become who they are called to be. We are blessed to have a core of leaders who 
are also clergy, who address the many challenges faced by students and the campus community in pastoral ways. 
We are seeing the fruits of these labors in the climate of care, belonging, and sense of purpose that thrives today at 
Wesleyan College. 
 
Young Harris College Shines a Light on Student Mental Health 
By: Drew L. Van Horn, Ph.D., President of Young Harris College 
 
Season’s greetings from Young Harris College! As the president of YHC, I want to take a moment to highlight one 
of our institution’s key focus areas this past year: improving student mental health. 
 
Due to the pandemic, students on many campuses are experiencing an increase in mental health challenges as we all 
navigate how best to move forward in uncertain times. YHC is innovating our approach—both expanding traditional 
counseling services and implementing creative initiatives that help students experience joy. 
 



Earlier this year, YHC partnered with the Virtual Care Group to expand our students’ access to counseling services, 
including extended hours, appointments available 7 days a week, and access to a network of counselors who are as 
diverse as our student body. Whether our students choose virtual counseling or our on-campus counselor, there is 
not an additional fee for counseling services. 
  
Additionally, YHC’s Behavioral Intervention Team (BIT) focuses on proactively addressing issues before they 
become crises. BIT is a non-emergency responding body. Members of the YHC community—including students, 
faculty, staff, and parents—are encouraged to report incidents involving students who are exhibiting concerning 
behavior or signs of distress. BIT then conducts an investigation and determines the best mechanisms for support, 
intervention, and response. 
 
There are many creative ways we’re focused on bringing joy to the YHC campus. One popular example is our 
Doggie De-stress events, where we invite faculty and staff members to bring their pets to campus to calm our 
students near exam time. Our Student Development team has also implemented Mental Health Mondays. Each 
Monday, the team offers a pop-up program that encourages students to take their focus off of themselves and the 
issues that weigh them down. Often, this means taking part in a project that puts the focus on providing joy and 
gratitude to others.  
 
One week, students took old keys that were repurposed into “Giving Keys.” Each key had a tag with an encouraging 
word like “peace,” “hope,” and “confidence.” The students took a key that resonated with them and were prompted 
to pass it on to a friend who needed an uplifting word. Another week, students wrote thank you cards to those who 
keep our campus running, including the groundskeepers and housekeepers. Students’ spirits were lifted by lifting the 
spirits of others. 
 
These are just a few examples of how YHC is educating our students holistically—not just in academics, but also in 
mind, body, and spirit. The Wesleyan tradition calls for a trained mind and a warm heart, and our increased focus on 
mental health sits at the intersection of both. 
 
 
Lesley Baskette 
Director of Administration 
Lesley@umcommission.org 
 


