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Below are a few items you’ll read about in this edition of  

Tel A Woman. 

• Mission u 22 was a great success.  After a two-year hiatus, we were finally 

able to meet in person at Epworth By The Sea  July 15-17. The theme was 

“Who Can We Be Together?”  Rev. Eric Powell led the Adult study; and 

Kara Turk led the Children’s study.   

• Barbara Morris and Sylvia Copp provided short book reviews on What 

Comes with the Dust (Page 8) and Finding Jesus at the Border (Page 9).  

Both of these books are on the Reading Program list. 

• Read about Annual Meeting which will be held at Baxley First United 

Methodist Church in Baxley on October 15, 2022.  Sally Vonner from             

National Office is the guest speaker.  See Page 5 

• The Report of the Committee on Nominations is on Page 7. 

• Check out the exciting activities that have been occurring in the Districts  

• Read Lynn Harper’s article entitled Agree with Criticism Directed               

Toward You (Then Watch it GO Away) Page 12 

• Lastly, meet your 2022 South Georgia Conference Leadership Team 

and check out the dates of upcoming conference activities 

 

Happy  Reading 
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Mission u 2022 
                                                                                 By Becky Britton, Dean, Mission u 

During the post-meeting with the Mission u Committee, Rev. Eric Powell, commenting on his evaluation 
of Mission u 2022 shared, “I had a blast!” WE ALL HAD A BLAST! I’m so sorry that some of you 
missed it! It was so exciting to be back together in-person at Epworth By The Sea and to experience                 
Mission u with our Sisters in Christ after a two-year absence. Our numbers were small, but our experience 
was rich with the Word of God to guide us now and in the future. Our theme of Who Can We Be                      
Together? focused on our role as Christians in today’s complex and complicated world. 

 

     Who Can We Be Together? 
 

Rev. Eric Powell from the North GA Conference led the Adult Study, based on Luke 13, with insight, 
humor, and small group discussions.  Kara Turk from Hawkinsville FUMC led the children in the Bible 
Study of Luke 13.  They painted, did crafts, sang songs, and just had plain fun!  According to several of the 
mothers, the children want to come back to Mission u next year! Rev. Tony Crosby from Vienna UMC 
was the Musical Director at each of the Gatherings/Worship Services.  Tony adds so much to Worship with 
his musical talent and singing ability. 
 
In addition to the Adult Study, participants enjoyed visiting the Book Room (Barbara Morris—Program 
Resources), the Learning Center (Paty Salgado—E&I Coordinator), and the Prayer Room (Nancy Hudson -  
Spiritual Growth Coordinator).  New to Mission u this year was Moonlight Walk for Missions. After the 
Saturday night session, participants walked along the river to the dock where Nancy Hudson gave a devo-
tional and then Nancy and Paty Salgado led us in song.  The purpose of the walk was to raise money for 
our three South Georgia Mission Agencies … Open Door, Vashti, and Wesley Community Center.   
 
Please make plans for July 2023 for your adventure into transformational education from United Women 
in Faith. Mission u 2023 will be held July 14-16, 2023 at Epworth By The Sea. YOU will not regret it! The 
theme will be “Living the Kin-dom.”  In fact, that’s the theme for 2023-2024. It will be a two-year study, 
with a distinct curriculum created for both 2023 and 2024 under the broader theme of Living the Kin-dom. 
See Sara Bankhead’s article on Page 2 for the Theological Rationale:  Living the Kin-dom.   
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MISSION U THEME—2023-2024 
                                                                                                               By:  Sara Bankhead, Program Advisory Group Member 

The theme for 2023-2024 will be Living the Kin-dom.  This will be a two-year study with a distinct                         

curriculum created for both 2023 and 2024 under the broader theme of Living in the Kin-dom. 

Theological Rationale:  Living the Kin-dom 

Central to Jesus’ teachings in the gospels is the proclamation of the “kingdom” (basileia) of God.  Use of the 

term “kin-dom” is offered as a means of drawing out the relational nature of basileia rather than the hierar-

chical and patriarchal connotations of the word “kingdom.”  In the synoptic gospels alone “kingdom” shows 

up 122 times.  Ninety of those occurrences are attributed to Jesus.  The good news of the kingdom seems to 

be at the heart of Jesus’ preaching and ministry.  But what do we actually believe the kingdom to be?  Is it an-

other name for heaven?  Is it foreshadowing Jesus’ apocalyptic return and reign over all Creation?  Is it a way 

of life or eternal life?  Through this two-year curriculum, we hope to discover what was at the heart of Jesus’ 

good news and what fresh and future vision it might offer us as the church (ecclesia) to live the                           

kin-dom as “called out people” today. 

At Mission u 2023, we will explore the heart of the good news of the kingdom.  Why do preaching the good 

news of the Kin-dom and acts of curing and healing seem to go hand in hand (Luke 9:2, 11)?  If the kingdom 

of God is like a man who scatters seed (Mark 4:26-29), like yeast (Matthew 13:33; Luke 13:20-21), or hidden 

treasure (Matthew 13:44) what kind of kingdom was Jesus ushering in?  How did this kingdom compare to 

Rome, the ruling empire of his day? And why do we prefer kin-dom over kingdom? 

At Mission u 2024, we will deepen our study to include the ways Jesus preached and ministered a proximity to 

the kin-dom.  Jesus said those inheriting the coming and future kingdom were those typically pushed outside 

the hierarchies of belonging—the hungry, the stranger, and the prisoner (Matthew 25:40).  Not only would 

they inherit the kingdom, but to enter the kingdom we have to become like children (Matthew 18: 1-5), be 

more righteous than a Pharisee (Matthew 5:20) or be poor in spirit (Matthew 5:3).  Furthermore, the Lord’s 

prayer speaks well to the second year of the curricula when we will be exploring the proximity of the                       

kin-dom.  The 2024 study will focus on the invitation to posture our lives and transform ourselves in ways 

that bring us proximity to the kin-dom and the kin-dom proximity to us.

………………………………………………………………………… 

THE LEGACY ENDOWMENT FUND: 

As a permanently invested endowment, the Legacy Fund will be an ongoing source of income, providing the 

assurance that UWF’s important work can always continue.  Giving to the Legacy Fund will support UWF in 

perpetuity.  That’s why gifts to the endowment fund are such a vital way to sustain and grow our capacity to 

serve and advocate. 

With every gift received in 2022 and beyond, we will secure the financial                

resources needed to deepen and expand our mission.  To honor our                    

foremothers, who in 1869, first put out the call to action to raise money to 

improve the lives of women and children, consider donating $18.69 monthly 

to the fund.  To donate go to https://uwfaith.org.     

 



President’s Article:  GOING TO A MEETING 
                                                                                                                                       By:  Tara Jones, Conf President 

I don’t know if it was because she heard something about Oma’s meetings from her mother or because she had recently 
attended Mission u that put preparing for a meeting in my six-year-old granddaughter Quinn’s mind. While spending 
the week with her Opa and me (along with sister Lottie), Quinn asked if she could have come paper and pencils. “I’m 
going to a meetin’,” she shared as she arranged her stuff on the dining room table. I’m surprised she didn’t ask for a 
computer for her work station, as that is a valuable item for current meetings. Equipped with her kindergarten                        
education, Quinn began writing “reports and letters.” 

Going to meetings has been a part of our organization’s makeup since 1869 when 8 women met on a rainy day to              
discuss the plight of women and girls in India who had no schools and no doctors who could see them. The women put 
their heads together and began a letter writing campaign which resulted in receiving funds to help them achieve their 
goal of sending teacher Isabella Thoburn and Dr. Clara Swain to India.  The women did it all. If eight women in Boston 
can begin an effort that continues today, I know that our South Georgia United Women in Faith members can                          
accomplish great things. 

Our meetings have taken place on many levels, beginning on the local level. Members meet in churches, members’ 
homes, restaurants, coffee shops, you name it, where they can enjoy the special fellowship that being with Sisters in 
Christ brings.  They plan and participate in local projects, participate in Mission Giving, learn together, read together, 
pray together. Program books and mission study books, as well as a Prayer Guide, are available to help them in their 
program planning.  Reading program books are suggested that can be shared among the members.  Units and/or                     
individuals are encouraged to continue as member(s) of United Women in Faith even if their church chooses to part 
ways with the United Methodist Church.  You can explore other options of membership by visiting uwfaith.org or               
contact us at sgaumw@gmail.com. We would love to include you and your Sisters in Christ in notices of opportunities.  
Send email addresses to sgaumc@gmail.com to be included. 

District Annual Meeting, Prayer Breakfasts, Day Apart Services, and Local Leadership Training Events (LLTE) offer              
opportunities to gather together on a district level. Friendships with women from other communities are begun and  
nurtured through the years, especially when women accept the opportunity to serve in leadership roles on the district 
level. Our six districts are celebrating the past year’s accomplishments at their district annual meetings. The leadership 
teams in these districts have worked diligently to bring local women together to celebrate the ways they have served as 
the hands and feet of Christ. I urge you to accept a leadership role whenever possible.  I know I personally have been 
“stretched” in these opportunities and I can’t imagine not knowing the special women I’ve met and grown to love along 
the way. 

The Conference Leadership Team has worked together to bring opportunities to gather with other women in the South 
Georgia Conference.  Mission u Dean Becky Britton and Social Action Coordinator Sylvia Copp led us in the planning 
and implementation of two special events.  Be sure to read their accounts of those events and make plans to attend the 
ones in 2023.  Education and Interpretation Coordinator Paty Salgado has planned the District Leadership Training 
Event (DLTE) for those who have accepted leadership positions on the District Level. United Women in Faith and its 
predecessor organizations have always offered strong leadership training to equip officers. 

I hope you are all “going’ to a meetin’” on Saturday, October 15.  This monumental gathering will take place in Baxley 
at Baxley First United Methodist Church. Registration begins at 9 AM with the celebration beginning at 10 AM. As in 
previous years, we will elect and install officers, vote on the pledge and budget, and end with celebrating Communion 
together. Just a historical note:  November 11, 1972 approximately 1000 men and women met at the Civic Center in 
Warner Robins when the organization of  United Methodist Women was made by the merging of the Women’s Society 
of Christian Service and the Wesleyan Service Guild. What a celebration that must have been! We will be honoring our 
time as United Methodist Women at our meeting and anticipating all the opportunities that serving as United Women in 
Faith is sure to bring. Bring a carload, a busload! We’re goin’ to a meeting’!                 

Baxley First United Methodist Church! 

Here we come! 



Social Action Workshop 
 
          By:  Sylvia Copp, Social Action Coordinator  
  

If you were not an attendee at the Cost of Poverty Experience (COPE), aka Social Action Workshop, held on August 
6th at Centerville United Methodist Church, you definitely missed a great event.  One that was fun, yet an eye-opening                  

experience.    
 
What is COPE?  It’s an immersive experience that gives attendees the opportunity to gain a glimpse into the lives of families in our 
communities that face poverty.  It helps participants to understand what it might be like to live as a typical low-income family.  It             
affords attendees what it feels like to walk for a month in the shoes of families trying their best to just survive with incomes below the 
federal poverty level.  Rather than merely talking about poverty as a problem, we can choose to be part of the solution to end poverty. 
 
The ladies from Open Door in Columbus, Octavia Downing and Cheryl Williams, directed the event and 
what a fantastic job they did.  There were tables set up to represent various groups, associations, and                 
businesses, such as health clinic, DFACS, food bank, etc.  There was even a table representing the                
Police; and some participants were put in jail for a short period of time for                    loitering or unruly 
conduct, etc. ….. 
 
At the end of the experience, there was a period of discussion about the reaction to this event. Many              
admitted they had no idea how hard it is to be respected, heard, and believed when asking for help just 
because you are poor. Octavia and Cheryl were so knowledgeable and ready to help with each aspect of the 
presentation. 
 
In a nutshell, being poor is very challenging not only because of the lack of money, but for every little thing that you are trying to    
accomplish. Resources are not always ready to help; and more often than not, the amount of paperwork needed to accomplish a simple 
task is downright overwhelming.  We know that the government is a “big wheel” and it takes a lot to get it to turn as was proven with 
the experience.  Can you imagine spending all day filling out a different form at every agency you visit to request assistance?   
 
The 40+ attendees, which included the spouse of one of the attendees, had a great time and Centerville United Women in Faith were 
such gracious hostesses (see picture on the right below).  
                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NATIONAL MISSION INSTITUTIONS 
National mission institutions are community centers, colleges, and residences providing vital services in vulnerable            
communities—empowering women, caring for children, supporting seniors, educating youth, providing housing for              
domestic violence survivors, and offering residences for special needs children and youth.  National mission institutions 
also advocate for the women, children, youth and families in communities they serve.  United Women in Faith assists           
nearly 90 organizations across the US through grants, technical support, and member involvement.   
 
The South GA Conference has three National Mission Institutions in our conference:  Open Door Community House in 

Columbus (https://opendoorcommunityhouse.org) , Vashti Center in Thomasville (www.vashti.org), and Wesley                        

Community Centers of Savannah (https://www.wesleyctrs-savh.org).  Check out their websites to see how you can assist 

them.                            
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SGC UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH ANNUAL MEETING 2022 

As noted in Tara’s article, our first annual meeting as United Women in Faith will be held on Saturday,              

October 15, 2022 at Baxley First United Methodist Church in Baxley, GA. The theme is “Healing and Joy, 

on Our Journey to God.” Registration begins at 9:00 am, with worship beginning at 10:00 am.  We will be 

electing and installing officers, voting on the pledge and budget, and ending with Holy Communion.                    

Registration is $15.00 (includes lunch) and you can register online at sgaumc.org/umw. 

We are honored to have Sally Vonner from the UMW National Office as our 

guest speaker.  Sally is a  woman of faith and purpose as a leader, mother, sister, 

and friend to many.  As the Transformation Officer at national, she coordinates 

the organization’s strategic focus and ongoing vision to positively impact the lives 

of women, children, and youth.  As a longtime UWF member, she puts her faith, 

hope and love into action daily.  Sally has served other areas of the United Meth-

odist Church leading women’s retreats, as a jurisdictional conference delegate or 

alternate, immigration assistance and reform, community development and dis-

mantling racism at jurisdiction and conference levels.  She is currently on the 

boards of The Wesley Campus Ministry at Texas A&M Commerce (as alum) and 

the New York Justice for Our Neighbors.  

Sally is a graduate of Southern Methodist University Perkins School of Theology with a M.Div. and Wom-

en’s Studies Certification.  She previously served as the Associate Director of Connectional Ministries for 

the North Texas Conference.  She is a member of First UMC Grand Prairie (TX).  She enjoys spending time 

with her young adult children, Wesley and Lessie, reading, and traveling. 

 

 

SUPPLIES FOR MISSION AGENCIES 

If you would like to donate to the agencies, please bring these types of items to Annual Meeting. 

Open Door Community House:  Bottled water, individually-wrapped snacks, towels and wash cloths, 

school supplies, such as pens, pencils, markers, notebook paper (wide-rules), 3-ringed binders (varying siz-

es), two pocket folders, 3-prong pocket folders, spiral notebooks, safety scissors, glue sticks, pencil boxes/

bags, dry erase markers, highlighters, construction paper, graph paper, calculators, and backpacks. 

Wesley Community Centers of Savannah:  Non-perishable food items (meats and can fruits), program 

refreshments (snacks and drinks), black telephone cords (curly cords), holiday pumpkin baskets, gift card of 

any kind for Child Care Program and funds for a Bounce House. 

Vashti:  Basic living essentials, such as shampoo and conditioner (for all hair types), laundry baskets/
hampers, toothpaste, toothbrush, wash clothes, bed linens (twin), pillows, board games, puzzles, frisbees, 
footballs, soccer balls. 
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                  Bylaws Outline Related to Staying Connected to UWF  

The following is an outline of options for those who want to stay connected to United Women in Faith 

(formerly United Methodist Women), even if their local church chooses to disaffiliate from The United 

Methodist Church.  In this case, the President of the local unit does not have to be a member of the UMC. 

Local Unit of UWF:  If the local church is leaving the UMC, the UWF (formerly UMW) unit CAN stay 

connected to UWF by: 

 Refer to Article 1, Section 4.  Other Forms of Units (in the Bylaws-Local); Article III. Leadership 

(Bylaws-Local) 

• Staying a local unit and relating to a district UWF;    

• Relating directly to a Conference UWF; 

• Joining a cluster unit; 

• Becoming a district unit (in districts where a District Conference is held annually, the District 
President must be a member of the UMC)      

• Becoming an ALL ACCESS online National Membership Unit. 

 Individual Members of these disaffiliated units are eligible to be: 

 An All-Access online National Member; 

 A nominee for local unit leadership in all offices; 

 A nominee for District leadership (except President, who must be a member of the UMC 
where District Conferences are held) 

 A nominee for Conference Leadership (except President, who must be a member of a 
UMC) 

 A voting delegate and nominee for Jurisdiction leadership—at the UWF jurisdiction level 

 A nominee for Program Advisory Group (PAG), a national leadership body 

Individual Members of these disaffiliated units are NOT eligible to be: 

 A nominee for the National Board of Directors (who must be a member of a UMC) 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH’S VISION 

We are a powerful, fearless force driven by God’s love and united in sisterhood.  With a 

focus on women, children and youth, we act for justice and transform communities. 

We face the realities we see in the world, even when they are not the ones we would like 

to see.  However, our goal is not to bear witness simply to harms but also to God’s love 

by acting boldly to change those harms. 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 

 
Officers of the South Georgia Leadership Team Continuing to Serve for 2023: 
 
President:    Tara Jones   Class of 2025 
 
Secretary:    Heather Dixon   Class of 2025 
  
Treasurer:    Diane James   Class of 2026 
 
Mission Coordinator   Paty Salgado   Class of 2023 
Education & Interpretation 
 
Mission Coordinator   Sylvia Copp   Class of 2025 
Social Action 
 
Secretary of    Barbara Morris  Class of 2025 
Program Resources 
 
Communications   Lynn Harper   Class of 2023 
Coordinator 
 
The Committee on Nominations presents the following Slate of Officers for the South Georgia Confer-
ence of United Women in Faith.  Each term to begin January 1, 2023. 
 
Mission Coordinator   Sarah Faulkner  Class of 2027 
Spiritual Growth 
 
Submitted by:  The Committee on Nominations for the South Georgia Conference of United Women 
in Faith:  Cheryl S. King, Chair, Lennie McGowan, Stacy Neal, Aldene Lee, Paula Shaw-Powell, and 
Vicki Vickers  
 
####################################################################################### 

 

                    FALL                   By:  Lynn Harper, Communications Coordinator 

Labor Day, which we just celebrated, is known as the unofficial end of summer.  It’s one of the 

signs that fall is near.  I love the smell and feel of it when the air turns cool and crisp.  I love the sounds when I 

walk under big oak trees and everything crunches.  I really love the taste of warm apple pie and pumpkin soup.  

I really love the vivid colors of fall—the brilliant red, yellows, and oranges of the leaves splashed against the 

backdrop of a blue sky.  What a beautiful canvas God paints!              

As a child, I remember sitting on the back porch and looking at the massive hardwood trees with their leaves 

falling.  What was once a tree deep in rich green, then a tree with vibrant shades of red and orange, was becom-

ing a tree that was empty.  Nothing left but the branches.  But for everything that begins, there is an end and for 

every ending there is a new beginning.  The branches still reach out and upward.  Their beauty is in the strength 

of those branches.  This is similar to what Jesus does in our lives.  We go through all kinds of seasons.  Some are 

seasons of hard time, some loneliness, seasons of loss, etc.  We have seasons that are bright and beautiful.  

Through all the seasons, we have to let go of some things.  Remember, letting go is much like the leaves that will 

fall this autumn…. It is a sign of what is to come.                                                            



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DISTRICT LEADERSHIP TRAINING EVENT (DLTE) 
 

All 2023 District Officers, both new officers and re-elected officers, should attend the SGC District                       
Leadership Training (DLTE) on October 1, 2022 at Nashville United Methodist Church, 304 South Berrien 
Street, Nashville, GA 31639.  Registration starts at 9:30 am, with training being conducted from 10:00 am—
2:00 pm.  A lite lunch will be served. 
 
As indicated, this training is for District Officers. Training will be taught by the applicable conference              
officers for Unit Presidents, Unit Secretaries, Unit Treasurers, Unit E&I Coordinators, and Chairperson, 
Committee on Nominations.  It’s crucial that your district officers attend, if possible.   
 
Please send the names and office held for those attending the training to Paty Saldago, at                                             
patriciasalgado98@gmail.com not later than September 19, 2022. 
 

      What Comes with the Dust            

                                                                                                  

 

 

By:  Sylvia Copp 

 

“For a true believer, the love of the Merciful God leaves no room for hostility towards other creatures or worldly things.”  Page 149 

Most of us, maybe all of us, can only imagine what women have and still are suffering at the hands of the Taliban and worst:  ISIS.  

The Taliban is like the local police with a very strict set of rules.  As for ISIS, they are like the Gestapo.   

This book is about Nazo, a Yasidi woman from Kurdistan who watches as her family is brutally murdered; then she is captured by 

ISIS and then sold as a kitchen slave to an older man.  She runs away, is caught again, and is beaten, brutalized, and repeatedly                        

assaulted and raped. It sure opened my eyes to the plight of these women; sadly it is still going on. We here in the United States,  

hopefully, will never see such brutality; and aren’t we fortunate for that! 

On the other hand, the book is also about Omed, a devoted admirer of Nazo, who unbeknownst to her, will eventually become her 

rescuer.  You will also meet Azad, Nazo’s lifetime love.  I know this sounds like a daytime soap opera; but it’s a doozy of a story.  It 

will keep you wondering right up to the end when all is revealed.  I just loved this book! 

It is on the Reading Program list under Social Action.  It will be on the table for “Book Swap” at Annual Meeting.  Hope one of you 

will scoop it up! 

 

 

 



        BOOK REVIEW 
              By:  Barbara Morris, Secretary, Program Resources  

 Each edition of the newsletter includes a book review from one of the books from 

the 2021-2022 Reading Program list. This edition, we have two book reviews.  

“What Comes with the Dust” is featured on Page 7 of this edition and “Finding Jesus at the Border” by 

Julia Lambert Fogg is featured below. 

FINDING JESUS AT THE BORDER (Opening Our Hearts to the Stories of our Immigrant 

Neighbors) 

Julia Lambert Fogg is Professor of Religion at California Lutheran University.  She is ordained 
in the Presbyterian Church, preaches regularly in ELCA churches, and is active among local 
congregations serving immigrant families in Southern USA.  Ms. Fogg says that she is “writing 
out of a deep foundation of faith and theology while also being grounded in our contemporary reality.” 

It is not a book to explain the complicated US immigration law and policy, but a book to help 
readers to understand how the experience of migration and border crossers reveals God’s 
work in exciting and transformative ways. 

Each chapter begins with the story of an individual immigrant or family and tells of the unique challenges faced 
by asylum seekers, undocumented immigrants, or mixed-status households.  Then the chapter includes compari-
sons from the Bible which relate their stories to biblical characters.  In each chapter, Fogg shares stories from 
her ministry experiences and frequently shares the story of a specific immigrant.  She then includes a biblical sto-
ry with comparisons based on her firsthand experience and academic experience. 

We meet Santiago in Chapter 2.  Santiago arrived in the US as a baby.  He is the undocumented child of an                   
undocumented single mother. Maria fled poverty and an abusive marriage and found haven in California. She 
remarries and had a son with a US citizen. When Santiago was fifteen, he learned of his legal status. If he was not 
American like all the other kids, what was he? He did not feel Mexican—he had no memory of Mexico. Fogg 
uses Matthew 2 to make a comparison of the refugee experience of Jesus. She writes of the story of Jesus feeling 
violence and that of the Exodus fleeing famine. 

In Chapter 4, we meet immigrant women who have endured discrimination and racial slurs.  In Chapter 7, Fogg 
tells the story of a husband-and-wife pastor team facing deportation by ICE. The pastors arrived in the US over 
25 years ago on a legal VISA.  When they sought to extend the VISA, they fell victim to an immigration scam 
and the person hired to guarantee their legal status took their money and ran. After 20 years of litigation, they 
were deported. 

In the last chapter, Fogg shares a list of organizations and ministries doing good work in advocacy for                                
immigrants.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Reading is rewarding and it is connecting.  There is something for everyone—adults, youth, and children—in 

the Reading Program.  It offers enlightening subjects in diverse genres, including:  Education for Mission, 

Leadership Development, Nurturing for Community, Social Action, and Spiritual Growth. 

The Reading Program is a cherished tradition that brings together members to explore, share, and discuss 

books.  Even though the Reading Program is a study opportunity, it should also lead to action.  The purpose 

of the program is to encourage United Women in Faith members to:  Expand understanding of and                              

participation in God’s mission. 
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DISTRICT HAPPENINGS AROUND THE CONFERENCE 
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Mission Study – White Fluff UMC, Savannah, GA 

 The Coastal District United Women in Faith held their first in-person Mission Study in two years on                    

Saturday, July 9 at White Bluff UMC.  Conference President Tara Jones led the discussion on “Push Out:  

The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools.” Approximately thirty women from all over the district               

participated.  We are especially thankful for the women of White Bluff UWF for providing the delicious 

breakfast and luncheon.   

 

 

 

 

 

     . 

 

      

 

                                                

                 Tara Jones       White Bluff UWF—Push Out Mission Study 

  Coastal Direct UWF Annual Meeting: 

  On Saturday, September 17, 2022, Coastal District UWF will celebrate their women at the District Annual 
Meeting at St. Simons Island UMC.  They will recognize their faithful units, remember their women with 
their Day Apart Remembrance Service, and will install officers.  Conference UWF President Tara Jones will 
be the guest speaker and she will speak to the ladies about the changes in United Women in Faith. 

              COASTAL DISTRICT    (Connie Boole President) 

                          TREASURER’S REPORT 
As of September 1, 2022, SGC UWF members have given $52,888.12 toward our 22 Pledge.  

The 2022 pledge is $100,000.  Hopefully, we’ll be able to meet our pledge before the end of 

the year.   

Total giving to date for Pledge, Undesignated Giving, and Designated giving is $71,495.29. 

Additional giving that is not included in the above numbers was sent directly to the three mission agencies in our                  

conference:   

• Mission u Moonlight Walk:  $1,730 (split among Open Door, Vashi, and Wesley Centers of Savannah) 

• Special Offering at Social Action Workshop:  $560 was given to Open Door 

• Offering at 2022 Spiritual Growth Retreat:  Global Ministries UMCOR:  $616 
                                                                                                   Diane James, Conference Treasurer 



           DISTRICT HAPPENINGS  (Continued) 

                   NORTHEAST DISTRICT (Martha Ray President) 

Statesboro First UWF:   The United Women of Faith (UWF) Mission Leader and three other UWF                   

members traveled to the Dominican Republic in August on a medical mission trip to assist Haitian refugees.  

The local unit supported these two nurses and two helpers with donations to assist in travel expenses and by                   

collecting medical supplies.  Becky Holmes and Carol Ruffo volunteered in pharmacy and nursing positions 

and Eleanor Schneider and Karen David served where needed. 

Each day began and ended with prayer as the team dealt with a myriad of both chronic and immediate needs 

of the people of Haiti.  Becky shared that numerous pairs of glasses, vitamins, pain medications, and                  

attention were dispensed, always with compassion and care.  Many of these Haitians traveled to the Do-

minican Republic to work in the sugar cane fields; and then found themselves destitute as the jobs ended.  

As they were foreigners, they did not have access to medical care in the Dominican Republic.  Plus, due to 

the situation in Haiti, they did not want to return to Haiti.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Three of the Statesboro First Volunteers Sharing their Story          Note the Small Volunteer Work Space  

*********************************************************************************************************                                                                                                                      

                   CONNECT                                                                                 ACT 
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       DISTRICT HAPPENINGS (Continued) 

NORTHWEST DISTRICT (Patsy Thomas President) 

There is excitement in the air as the Northwest District prepares for their first in-person District Annual 

Meeting in more than two years.  As President Thomas indicated, they have a lot to be thankful for and to 

celebrate. 

The Annual Meeting is scheduled for September 17, at Pierce Chapel United Methodist Church in Midland, 

GA.  The speaker will be Whitney Weyeneth, a military spouse, mother, and active United Women in Faith 

Sister who attends Epworth United Methodist Church in Columbus.  She’s also a Certified Lay Minister.  In 

addition to hearing a wonderful message from Whitney, the district will have their pledge service, install              

officers, remember our Sisters who have passed away since we were together and close our meeting by hav-

ing lunch and fellowship. 

Mission Study—Pushout:  The Criminalization of Black Girls in School 

Behavior issues at school are one of the primary reasons African-American children, especially girls, find 

themselves on the receiving end of school suspensions or other punitive actions more than other children.  On                 

August 27, almost 20 United Women in Faith in the Northwest District attended this mission study that was 

hosted by our UWF Sisters at St Peter United Methodist Church in Columbus.  Conference President Tara 

Jones was the facilitator.  This was the district’s second Mission Study of the year.  In April, the first study, 

Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom was held at Hopewell UMC.  Agnes McKinney was the facilitator.   

A special expression of gratitude is extended to Karen Hartin, NW District Education and Interpretation          

Coordinator, for her dedication in planning two outstanding mission studies. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Study Attendees at St. Peter UMC in Columbus 

 

 



           DISTRICT HAPPENINGS (Continued) 

                       NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT (Agnes McKinney President) 

Hawkinsville UWF 

At their August meeting, a special program was presented by Robin Teal, Volunteer Coordinator, and 

Rachael Tague, Marketing Manager, from the Heart of Georgia Hospice in Warner Robins.  Heart of GA 

Hospice is one of only two faith-based hospices in the Middle GA area.  For over five years, the                         

Hawkinsville UMW/UWF unit has been providing snacks at the Hazel B. Colson Inpatient Hospice Unit in 

Perry, which is part of Heart of Georgia Hospice.  Robin and Rachel just wanted to come express their               

personal thanks for the unit’s support. 

 

District Annual Meeting: 

The North Central District will hold its Annual Meeting/Day Apart on Saturday, September 24, 2022 at 

Warner Robins First UMC.  Rev. Nancy Lee Cater will be the guest speaker.  The district will conduct their 

Day Apart ceremony for UMW/UWF ladies who have passed away since the 2021 meeting.  They will in-

stall the 2023 officers and approve the budget/pledge for 2023.   

 Ice Cream and Bingo Bash 

On June 28, 2022, the District United Women in Faith hosted an “Ice Cream and Bingo Bash” for the youth 

at Vashti.  The kids certainly enjoyed the bash, but I think all of the UWF ladies had just as much fun                

hosting the bash. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

                                        Southwest District UWF Ladies at Vashti 

 

     SOUTHWEST DISTRICT (Sonya Aldridge President)       



          DISTRICT HAPPENINGS  (Continued) 

 

SOUTH CENTRAL DISTRICT  (Laurie Jo Upchurch President) 

South GA Conference UWF Annual Meeting 

Mark your calendars!!!  The Conference Annual Meeting will be held at Baxley First United Methodist 

Church on October 15th.  See Page 5 of this newsletter for details about the meeting.  We look forward to            

seeing you in Baxley on October 15, 2022.   

 

District Leadership Training Event (DLTE) at Nashville UMC 

Nashville UMC will again host the District Leadership Training Event (DLTE).  It will be an in-person event 

on October 1, 2022.  2023 Conference and district officers should plan to attend DLTE. See page 7 of this 

newsletter for more details. 

**************************************************************************************** 

Often, we are immobilized by the slightest criticism.  We treat it like an emergency, and defend our-

selves as if we were in a battle.  However, in truth, criticism is nothing more than an observation by 

another person about us, our actions, or the way we think about something that doesn’t match the 

vision we have for ourselves.  Big deal! 

When we react to criticism with a knee-jerk, defensive response, it hurts.  We feel attacked, and we 

have a need to defend or to offer a countercriticism.  We fill our minds with angry or hurtful thoughts 

directed at ourselves or at the person who is being critical.  All this reaction takes an enormous 

amount of mental energy. 

An incredibly useful exercise is to agree with criticism directed toward you.  There are many times 

when simply agreeing with criticism diffuses the situation, satisfies a person’s need to express a point 

of view, offers you a chance to learn something about yourself by seeing a grain of truth in another 

position, and it provides you an opportunity to remain calm.  In fact, negative reactions to criticism 

often convince the person doing the criticizing that they are accurate in their assessment to you. 

Give this strategy a try.  You may discover that agreeing with an occasional criticism has more value than it costs. 

 

AGREE WITH CRITICISM DIRECTED TOWARD YOU (Then Watch it G0 Away) 

                                                       By:  Lynn Harper, Communications Coordinator 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIVE CHANNELS OF MISSION GIVING 

Through their generosity, United Women in Faith members help empower and improve the lives of women, 

youth, and children in the United States and around the world.  About 70 percent of Mission Giving funds from 

members go to programs and projects supporting women, children, and youth.  Around 20-30 percent stays 

with the local, district, and conference organizations of UWF for local mission.  Only 9 percent covers                        

administrative costs. 

The Five Channels: 

• Pledge to Mission: The amount an individual member gives to her local unit to help fulfill UWF’s purpose. 

• World Thank Offering: Opportunity for individuals to respond to God’s abundance and grace with                

spontaneous gifts of gratitude..  The funds collected are used in the total program of mission carried on 

through UWF’s national office in the US and around the world. 

• Special Mission Recognition Pins and Certificates: Meaningful way to honor members who have                  

dedicated so much time and effort to service. Gift amounts range from $40 to $2,000.  

• Gifts to Mission:  Made in honor of someone.  A card is sent to the honoree.  Congratulations, Thank 

You, A Baby, In the Service of Christ, A Special Day, Thinking of You, Happy Birthday, and assorted 

Christmas cards are available..   

• Gift in Memory:  Given in memory of a member, friend, or anyone, in any amount of $5.00 or more.   

JOURNEY OF YOUR MISSION DOLLAR

Members of United 
Methodist Women

Pledge to Unit

Local Unit                                      
Pledge to Mission

Local Mission

Administration and 
Membership Development 

Pledge to Mission

District Organizations of 
United Methodist Women

Pledge to MissionConference United 
Methodist Women

Pledge to Mission

National Office, United 
Methodist Women

Ministries with Women, 
Children, and Youth

Through their generosity, United 
Methodist Women members help 
empower and improve the lives of 
women, children, and youth in the 
United States and around the 
world.  This is how is works.  

Administration & Membership Development



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Oct                     

      1 

District Leadership Training 

Nashville UMC 
Registration:  9:30 am, Training:  10 am—2 pm   

SGC Annual Meeting 

Baxley FUMC, Baxley, GA 

Registration: 9 am, Worship:  10 am   

October 

15 

Mar                    

24-25,  

2023 

Spiritual Growth Retreat 

Epworth By The Sea 

Speaker:  Sue Owens, SE Jurisdiction President                                                  

Worship Leader:  Rev. Dylan Bowden 

The Purpose of                       

United Women in 

Faith 

 

   

We are a community of women whose 

purpose is to know God and to                   

experience freedom as whole persons 

through Jesus Christ, to develop a            

creative supportive fellowship; and to 

expand concepts of mission through 

the participation in the global                          

ministries of the church. 

……………………………………….. 
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  Mission u 2023  
    Epworth By The Sea 

       Study:  “Living in the Kin-dom” 

      Registration at 9:30 AM, Meeting at 10:00 

July 

14-16 

2023 



SGC UWF LEADERSHIP TEAM—2022 

President:               Tara Jones                              mtcccjones@hotmail.com 
                                                                                                                    229-686-4242 
Secretary:               Heather Dixon                        heatherburns218@yahoo.com  
                                                                                                                    229-292-0110 
Treasurer:               Diane James                            edjamesdiane@netscape.com 
                                                                                                                    229-308-9466 
Mission Coordinator              Patricia Salgado                     patriciasalgado98@gmail.com            
  Education & Interpretation                                                                      229-506-0064 
 
Mission Coordinator             Nancy Hudson                         hudsonnancy166@gmail.com                     
  Spiritual Growth                                                                                     478-952-0671 
 
Mission Coordinator              Sylvia Copp                            sylvijoe75@gmail.com 
  Social Action                                                                                           229-563-1752 
 
Secretary of              Barbara Morris                      morrisbarbara583@gmail.com 
  Program Resources                                                                                 706-662-5801 
 
Communications             Lynn Harper                          lynn_harper@msn.com 
  Coordinator                                                                                             478-951-3260 
 
Chairperson, Committee            Cheryl King                            cherylking4642@gmail.com 
  On Nominations                                                                                       478-697-2379 
 

                  DISTRICT PRESIDENTS 

Coastal               Connie Boole                          cboole58@gmail.com 
                                                                                                                   912-210-1583 
Northeast               Martha Ray                            martharay2104@gmail.com 
                                                                                                                  912-687-6865 
North Central               Agnes McKinney   mckinneywilliea@gmail.com 
               229-365-3704 
Northwest               Patsy Thomas                         pjthomas06@gmail.com 
                                                                                                                 706-442-8854 
Southwest              Sonya Aldridge                       daldridge08@windstream.net 
                                                                                                                  229-589-0459 
South Central              Laurie Jo Upchurch               lauriejoupchurch@gmail.com 
                                                                                                                  912-278-0999 
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