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Below are a few items you’ll read about in this edition of  

Tel A Woman. 

• Mission u is July 15-17 at Epworth By The Sea.  The theme is “Who Can 

We Be Together?”  Rev. Eric Powell will be the instructor for the Adult 

study; Courtney Howell the leader for the Youth study; and Kara Turk the 

leader for the Children’s Study.  Plus there is a Moonlight Walk for                 

Missions. 

• Conference President Tara Jones shares interesting story about United 

Women in Faith’s new name and her excitement about Mission u 2022. 

• You want to find out more about Assembly 2022?  Read Lynn Harper’s  

article on Page 5. 

• Barbara Morris provides a short book review of Sacred Resistance, one of 

the books on the 2021-2022 Reading Program List 

• Check out the exciting activities that have been occurring in the Districts  

• Enjoy the adage The Flashlight  

• Lastly, meet your 2022 South Georgia Conference Leadership Team 

and check out the dates of upcoming conference activities 

 

Happy  Reading 

 

 



   TEL A Woman 

 

VOLUME 74, ISSUE 2, SUMMER 2022 

Mission u For You 
Are you looking for a transformative experience designed to recharge and refocus your faith?  Well, the 
place you need to be is Mission u 2022,  which will be held July 15-17, 2022 at Epworth By The Sea.  
Mission u provides opportunities to prepare for leadership in mission study and personal growth.  Plus, 
Mission u motivates, informs, and enriches our commitment to create a more just and equitable world,                    
locally and globally. Sometimes, we need time and space to recenter and restore; to enrich our spirit,  to 
take care of our soul, and to energize our relationship with God.  Mission u is just the place.   
 

Mission u 2022 is going to be a little different this year.  It will only be three days versus four days and we 
will only have one study for Adults, Youth, and Children based on Luke 13.  The theme for this year is 
“WHO CAN WE BE TOGETHER?”  Since there will be only one study, there will be four two-hour 
sessions in Nalls Auditorium for the Adults—Friday night, Saturday morning, Saturday night, and Sunday 
morning.  There will be free time for all adults Saturday afternoon.  The Youth Study and the Children’s 
Study will be in the classrooms in Culbreth.   
 

The Adult Study, “Who Can We Be Together? will be led by Rev. Eric Powell. It will be a Biblical             
Exploration of Luke 13 which will bring participants deeper into Jesus’ teachings to explore what it means 
to be in community. You’ll explore different passages within Luke 13—what it meant to the people of Je-
sus’ time and what it means to us today.  The goal of the study is to inspire a global community of justice-
oriented believers to challenge damaging theologies and create healthy rituals for abundant living. 
 

The Youth Study, “Community in the Midst of Challenging Times” will be led by Courtney Howell.  
This study brings facilitators and participants on a journey through stories that have anchored Christian 
communities for millennia through both stability and times of turmoil and tragedy.  Using study, prayer, 
reflection, and sharing, participants will examine the meaning of the kingdom of God, while beginning to 
utilize the language around the “kin-dom” of God.  They will develop a community of their own with new 
friends as they engage in mission, enjoy fun activities, and worship together. 
 

The Children’s Study, “The Growing Tree,” is a journey of spiritual growth and community building that 
helps children recognize the diversity of their capacities, spiritual gifts, and talents as well as their                          
responsibilities to care for one another and for all of God’s creation.  Kids will grow in faith and build new 
friendships through interactive bible study, exciting games and activities, and fund worship tailored just for 
them. 
 

Music will be led by Rev. Tony Crosby and Natalie Crosby.   
 

There will be a Program Resource Room, Learning Center, and Prayer Room in the classroom near Nalls 
Auditorium.   

                                        (Continued on the next paye) 
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Mission u For You (continued from page 1) 

 
Study Leaders:                                    

Adult:  Rev. Eric l. Powell   

            

Rev, Powell has served in a myriad of church leadership positions throughout the congregation, from Sunday 
School Teacher to Pastor.  He’s a graduate of Chicago State University and has done post-graduate work at 
Eden Theological Seminary.  He was certified as a Local Pastor in November 2005. He graduated from Gam-
mon Theological Seminary of the Interdenominational Theology Center with a Master of Arts in Religious 
Education.  He retired in December 2007 as a Master Sergeant (E8) from the U.S. Army Chaplaincy with 
over 30 years active service.  He is currently the Pastor of Dodd-Sterling United Methodist Church in Atlan-
ta.  He also retired with over 14 years as an Alcohol & Drug Control Officer for a total of 44 years of active 
federal service.  He has taught several previous studies at Mission u.  Rev. Powell and his wife Paula have 
four adult children, three grandsons, and two granddaughters.  He strives daily to live out his personal life 
statement, “Good is not enough when better is possible.”  

Youth:  Courtney Howell      

 

 

Courtney’s experience with UMW started at a young age.  She participated in School of Christian Mission as 
a child and teen.  She worked with Women’s Division as a Teen Consultant in high school and as Genie Bank  
Intern for Teen and College Women in college.  In these roles, she planned and facilitated programs to                
engage young women in the mission of UMW (now UWF).  Courtney and her husband James and their two 
daughters, Lottie and Quinn, are members of Peachtree City UMC in the North GA Conference.  She leads 
the children’s choir and participates in church mission activities.  She works as a school nurse at Cleveland 
Elementary School. 

Children:  Kara Turk         

 

Kara lives in Hawkinsville, GA and has three adult children and five grandchildren.  She returned to the pub-
lic school classroom after serving as Director of Children’s Ministries for 15 years at Hawkinsville First 
UMC.  Kara has a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education and a Masters in English Language Learner.  
This will be Kara’s third time leading the Children’s Study at Mission u.   

MOONLIGHT WALK FOR MISSIONS:  This is new to Mission u this year.  Those attending will stroll 
along the river on the beautiful Epworth grounds.  Attendees are encouraged to collect donations for this            
mini-walk and bring them to Mission u.  These donations will be equally divided among Open Door, Vashti, 
and Wesley Community Center, which are the three South Georgia Mission Agencies.  If you cannot attend                   
Mission u, consider participating in this new opportunity for Mission Giving by walking wherever you are.  
This Moonlight Walk for Missions is a way to help our mission agencies that are so vital to women, children, 
and youth, especially over the summer.  Remember, the Mission u theme this year is,”Who Can We Be To-
gether?”  Our local units are the backbone of UWF; and it is not how much you donate, but that you partici-
pate!  Let’s see if we can have 100% participation of all local units in the South GA Conference!  

 



President’s Message 
 

Look Up and Keep Pedaling                                                           By:  Tara Jones, Conference President                                                   

 
What an exciting time we had at Assembly! Seven South Georgia women traveled down to Orlando to worship, celebrate, learn and 
connect with 2000 other women. We enjoyed amazing worship, inspiring Bible study, exceptional music with an all-woman band, and 
great sharing opportunities in our workshops. The event did not disappoint. I urge you to begin planning now to join us at our next 
opportunity to celebrate with out-of-state sisters when we will travel to Chattanooga for the 2024 Southeastern Jurisdiction meeting of 
United Women in Faith. Indianapolis, Indiana has been selected as the site for Assembly 2026.  
 
The Mission u planning team is pedaling fast toward our Mission u event at Epworth July 15-17. The picture accompanying this article 
is one the 1999 School of Christian Mission planning team. I’m rather sure that it was my first time serving on the mission team and 
was the year we first had a class for youth at the school. It has been my joy to serve on several of these teams. The teams work hard to 
plan the event considering previous evaluations, securing study leaders, refining schedules, planning gatherings. It’s a lot of work, but 
what a blessing to serve and grow with fellow team members developing life-long friendships. 
 
In searching for a photo for this article, I spent time going through photos saved on jump drives and directories with written                      
documents. The photos reminded me of district teams, conference teams, mission teams made up of individuals that have meant so 
much to me through the years. Some have gone on to Glory, but I continue to keep a part of each within me. The documented words 
of the directories contain valuable insight into how the women of South Georgia have continued moving forward through the years 
honoring God as they worked to impact the lives of women, children, and youth.  
 
The 1998 Directory contained words which have proved to be prophetic. Former Conference President Charlene Black wrote in her 
president’s report: “I don’t really know what United Methodist Women will look like in the year 2002, or 2050. Maybe our organization 
will have a new name and surely the officers’ titles and responsibilities will have changed. But I know one thing…we have been a                 
mission organization for over 100 years, and while our form and our name have changed, our function has remained the same. So I 
have hope because I know we will continue to be an organization centered on mission.” 
 
We do continue to be an organization centered on mission. Members of United Women in Faith across South Georgia have continued 
to support their local missions and those on a conference and global level. The road has been a little rocky these past few years, but we 
have continued moving forward. 
 
A couple of months ago our granddaughters, 7-year-old Lottie and 5-year-old Quinn, were visiting. I figured it would be the perfect 
time for them to learn to ride a bike without training wheels as they would be in the flatlands of South Georgia, rather than the hilly 
country of the north. Since I had the best 
knees of the parents and grandparents, it 
fell to me to run with each girl hanging on 
to the back of her seat. Lottie was a little 
timid, but dare-devil Quinn was ready to 
ride. Now it had been about 30 years 
since I to do such a thing and I could tell 
it. I ran alongside Quinn with her telling 
me not to let go. “Just keep pedaling,” I 
told her. I watched as she looked down to 
watch her feet and the ground. The bike 
would wobble and we’d have to stop. 
“Look ahead, Quinn. Don’t look down! 
Look up!  And keep pedaling!” Keeping 
her eyes up rather than down was just the 
trick. I let go and she went! How exciting!  
 
United Women in Faith will keep pedaling 
and looking ahead and looking up to God. 
The mission continues as we serve others 
in Christ’s name and connect with each 
other. 
 
It took a little longer, but Lottie learned to ride her bike too. 
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH RETREAT 

After not meeting in person for two years, it was great gathering at Epworth By The Sea March 25-27, 2022 for Spiritual Growth 

Retreat.  We were so glad to be back at Epworth and the Epworth staff was certainly glad to have us on-site.  If you were unable 

to attend this year’s retreat, you missed a good one.  Retreat Leader Deaconess Clara Ester was an awe-inspiring leader who was 

certainly the right person to carry out this year’s theme, “Becoming a Roman’s 12 Christian.”  Clara challenged us with many 

thoughts about relationships and how relationships change how we view things.   She stressed every person has gifts to give and 

God wants 100% of our gifts.  She was awesome and expressed God’s will.   

We were so blessed to have special music by Grace Pham a young lady from Warner Robins who was awesome and very                      

inspirational.  In fact, all the music during the retreat was fantastic.  One of our own, Paty Salgado, displayed her musical talents 

during one of the gatherings.    

Morning Watch at Lovely Lane Chapel on Saturday and Sunday mornings were top-notch.  What a fantastic job Northwest             

District President Patsy Thomas and Northeast District President Martha Ray did leading the Morning Watches.  What a way to 

start each day! 

Mission u Dean Becky Britton again took the lead on the Silent Auction.  She was assisted by Coastal District President Connie 

Boole and Conference Communications Chair Lynn Harper.  There was a wide variety of items to bid on, from the use of a 

Mountain Cabin, to handmade dolls and a lot in between.  Ladies were generous with their bids, with over $1,000 being raised 

for missions.  THANKS to everyone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade Pham & Clara Ester                               Clara Ester                                                        Grace Pham 

Social Action Workshop 

Mark Saturday, August 6th on your calendars.  That’s the date of the Conference Social Action Workshop.  It will be held at                 

Centerville UMC. This will be a hands-on workshop in which everyone can participate in a “A Poverty Experience.”  Attendees 

will have the opportunity to learn what it is like to be out of money, have no place to live, have no food for your family, or no 

transportation.  You will feel the pain and frustration that others often feel when they hear the word “NO” and have doors 

slammed in their face.   Watch for flyers that will be posted on the conference website and on the our Facebook page.   

                                       The Flashlight 

When a flashlight grows dim or quits working, do you just throw it away?                                                     

Of course not!  You change the batteries. 

When a person messes up or finds themselves in a dark place, do you cast them aside?    

Of course not!  You help them change their batteries. 

Some need AA..attention and affection; some need AAA...attention, affection, and                                             

acceptance; some need C...Compassion; some need D...direction.                                                               

And if they still don’t seem to shine...simply sit with them quietly and share your light. 

(From Mindful)  



  ASSEMBLY 2022—TURN IT UP        

                                                     By:  Lynn Harper—Communications Coordinator 
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Your South GA Conference UWF representatives Tara Jones, Heather Dixon, Diane James, Carol Banks, 

Jeanne Lindsey, Rebecca Ditto, and yours truly were part of almost 3,000 who gathered in-person at the 

Orange County Convention Center, Orlando, FL, or participated virtually May 20-22 in United Women of 

Faith’s Assembly 2022.  Attendance was down, as expected due to the pandemic; however, the spirits 

were high.  Twenty-four countries and all 50 states were represented.  Of course, we missed many of our 

sisters from some of the African and Asian countries who were unable to attend due to pandemic-related 

issues. For the first time in the history of the event, Assembly offered a virtual attendance option, with 

more than 1,000 of the 3,000 attendees participating virtually. Plus, we could download the Assembly app 

and keep up with the daily schedule.   

The theme was TURN IT UP; and that’s exactly what the attendees did 

throughout the assembly.  Never fear, your South GA team got plenty of           

exercise making the trek from the hotel to the Convention Center and back 

to the hotel.  However, I think we walked more “than a mile in our shoes” 

in the center each day              going to the various venues of the Assembly.   

From beautiful music provided by the UWF All Female Band to the fantastic keynote speakers and              

everything in-between, it was a transformational experience.  The music always complimented perfectly 

the mood and the message of each Community Gathering (plenary sessions). We felt the spirit through the 

music. The Assembly 2022 planning team did a truly outstanding job.  It was evident that a lot of thought 

went into both the planning and execution of the event.  Speakers covered a variety of topics.  Rev. Sung 

Yeon Choimorrow spoke about the rampant racial discrimination and injustice toward Asian American 

women and girls and encouraged all of us to show love for neighbors in ways that are bold and inconven-

ient in order to change the trajectory of racism.  Lawyer and environmentalist Heather McTeer Toney 

from Mississippi spoke about the urgency and joy for caring for God’s creation.  US Secretary of the                  

Interior Deb Haaland joined us via video and spoke of the moral responsibility women of faith have when 

it comes to climate change, environmental reform and caring for the earth. I would be remiss if I didn’t 

mention what an impact the Theologian in Residence, Rev. Janet Wolf, had throughout the Assembly.  

She was very passionate and forceful with her emphasis on social justice. I think they saved the best 

speaker for the last; it was General Secretary and Chief Executive Officer Harriett Jane Olson who                      

delivered the message at Sunday morning’s closing worship.  What a dynamic speaker.  She imagines a 

community where diversity is baked in, not something we struggle with every day but part of who we are 

because we know that it’s necessary to be who God calls us to be in the world.  She “imagines a                      

community of fierce, compassionate, powerful women known as United Women in Faith.” In closing, she 

stated:  “We need to tell our story of our impact.” 

One segment of Assembly was devoted to the consecration of sixty deaconesses and home missioners 

from 29 different conferences, to include one from the South GA Conference.  That cermony was                       

conducted ty United Methodist Bishops Kenneth Carter, LaTrelle Easterling, Cynthia Fierro-Harvey,           

Peggy Johnson, Tracy Smith Malone, Karen Oliveto, and Ann Sherer-Simpson.  These Bishops also                  

participated in other activities throughout the weekend.   

More than 40 workshops were offered at Assembly focusing on soul care, leadership, and change-making. 

Ten of those workshops were in the Leadership Development Days track for women serving in conference

-level leadership roles in UWF.  Tara, Diane, Heather and I attended the workshop along with other                  

conference officers in the SE Jurisdiction on “Racial Justice.”    (continued on next page) 



ASSEMBLY 2022            (continued from page 5)    

Tara attended a workshop for Conference Presidents, Diane a workshop for Conference Treasurers, and I  

attended the workshop for Communications Coordinators.  Heather, Rebecca, Carol, and Jeanie attended 

other workshops offered during Assembly.   

We also heard from National President ‘Ainise “Isama’U, and other members and leaders during the           

Community Gatherings, town halls, and workshops.  You’ve probably seen ‘Ainise’s picture on numerous 

Response Magazines and on the website.  It was finally nice to see her in person; what a beautiful smile 

she has. Rev. YaNi Davis brought prophecy through poetry.   

The Experience Hall featured more than 40 exhibitors, including many United Methodist agencies and       

organizations.  It was evident that the pandemic impacted the number of vendors that participated. Upper 

Room provided books on spiritual growth, soul care, and etc.  Each of the five jurisdictions hosted a table, 

signing up volunteers to help organize UWF jurisdiction events in 2024 and sharing their own region’s 

bright and creative ways of nurturing and growing membership.  The Experience Hall also featured a 

bookstore where we could purchase UWF resources such as the Prayer Guide, Program Resource, mission 

study books, and even Response Magazine. I know that your SGC ladies found a few items that we just 

couldn’t live without.   

For the first time, Assembly goers had a chance to attend a Legacy Banquet in support of the Legacy          

Endowment Fund.  More than 700 members and supporters attended the dinner. 

Mark your calendars now.  The next Assembly will be held in Indianapolis, IN May 15-17, 2026.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           SGA Conference Assembly 2022 Attendees 



                        BOOK REVIEW 
              By:  Barbara Morris, Secretary, Program Resources  

 Each edition of the newsletter will include a book review from one of the books from the 2021-2022                 

Reading Program list. This edition’s review is on  Sacred Resistance by Ginger Gaines-Cirelli.  This book 

falls under the Leadership Development Category. 

SACRED RESISTANCE 

Clara Ester was the Retreat Leader at the Spiritual Growth Retreat this year.  She gave personal examples of how she had to use ‘sacred 
resistance’ many times during her life.  She recommended that we read and study this book in 
our small groups.   

Reading and studying this book will empower us to speak out and act. Sacred Resistance takes 
place in personal attitudes and in our communal protest, in spiritual practices and political   
advocacy. 

Google Books says “In the midst of polarized communities and nations, religious leaders 
across the theological spectrum are seeking help with how to respond and lead in troubled 
times.  The need for courage to speak out and act is ever-present, because every                     
generation faces a new set of fears and troubles.” 

According to a Cokesbury review, “Get empowered to speak out and act in troubled times.  
Our flocks are more divided and polarized on a number of issues than ever before.” 

To quote Hillary Rodham Clinton, former US Secretary of State: “Reverend Ginger Gaines-
Cirelli is a terrific leader at Foundry United Methodist Church, which was my spiritual home 
when I lived in Washington, D.C.  Now she has written a timely, important book for anyone 
searching for hope, strength, and meaning in troubled times.  She offers thoughtful, heartfelt 
guidance to seasoned activists and newcomers alike on how to keep perspective, strengthen 
bonds of empathy and community, and ground our lives in ‘sacred resistance’.  A powerful 
reminder to keep fighting and keep the faith. 

Sacred Resistance is anything – any word, deed or stance – that actively counters the forces 
of hatred, cruelty, selfishness and greed.  The book is a practical guide to Christian witness and 
dissent. 

Our resistance is “sacred” because it is driven by God at work in and through us.  It is grounded in God’s vision of wholeness.  When it 
is God who inspires our action, sustains our action, and provides the ultimate vision that is the goal of our action, we are engaged in 
“sacred resistance.” 

This book tells us how to:  Listen to the real voices of others. Look for the human face in every issue – avoid stereotyping.  Keep crisis 
in perspective by having a holistic vision.  Act in love and nonviolence befitting to those made in the image of God. 

How or What do we do:  Discernment – Is it contrary to the love of neighbor?  Stay informed of political issues.  Overcoming fear – It 
is ok to be honest about fear.  Live by the holy and living Word. 

Sacred resistance is not just an activity of the church but is part of the core identity of the church. 

According to the author, “no one thinks the world is as God would have it to be.”  To disturb the peace will bring us into places of 
conflict.  But it will also bring us into God’s work for real peace – not the kind achieved by denial or burying ourselves in illusions, but 
the peace that comes through truth-telling and sacrificial love. 

We must turn to God, and find rest and strength through him. 

A group discussion guide can be downloaded at:  http://resistharm.com. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Reading is rewarding and it is connecting.  There is something for everyone  - adults, youth, and children -

in the Reading Program. 
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Trinity United Women in Faith – Savannah, Georgia 

  “Though she be but little, she is fierce!” This quote is from A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Act 3 Scene 2, by 

William Shakespeare. The Trinity United Women in Faith have taken this quote and tweaked it a bit to                     

represent our unit. Though we are small, we are Fierce!  The wonderful ladies of Trinity have continued to 

be dedicated to missions through the United Women in Faith! Thankfully, we have been able to continue            

meeting together each month during 2022! This year, we have been meeting in a hybrid form by meeting 

through both the ZOOM platform and in person at the church. We have been able to stay together as a unit, 

fellowship together, participate in UWF programs, contribute to needy families and wonderful missions, and 

support women and children around the world.  

   Our unit may be small in number, but we are big in heart! We are so immensely proud of our Trinity ladies 

who continue to serve the Lord through their commitment to the mission work of the United Women in Faith. 

During 2022, we also participated in several online Mission Studies and District meetings. The ladies of our 

unit continue to be compassionate women who consistently give of themselves to help others. During 2022, we 

were able to hold our United Women in Faith Sunday on April 24th through in person worship. Our church  

services are still in a hybrid fashion, as they are also 

being live streamed. In lieu of a single speaker, 

many of our women took part in the various sections 

of the service. We had speakers from our unit who     

presented all the dif- ferent things that we do in our 

unit. We also had women who took each part of 

the liturgy in the ser- vice. Each speaker talked about 

the various aspects of our meetings and what we do 

for missions. We pre- sented the Response magazine, 

the Prayer Calendar, the programs, the Treasury, and 

to whom our funds as mission donations were given. 

Through the Rekindle the Flame mission giving, we lit 

candles for people in memory, in honor, and in the 

future (children).  

  The scripture for the day was Luke 7:36-50, which is about the woman who anointed Jesus with oil. There are 

many women in the Bible who are our predecessors, many unnamed, who did one small thing that spread 

throughout the ages as a wondrous example of the work of Jesus. These women led the way for our own               

United Women in Faith to work for the glory of God, through their dedication to help children and women, the 

poor and the needy, the disenfranchised, and the unwanted all around the world. As an extension of the women 

who have gone before us, we honored and named some of our own dedicated and loving women through               

Special Mission Recognition. 

     May 1st was a special day for our church. Our ladies sponsored a Sunflower Sunday. We filled the                        

sanctuary with sunflowers to honor the people of Ukraine. Our congregation was able to take a sunflower, or a 

packet of sunflower seeds, and give a donation for the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to 

use for their relief efforts for the people of Ukraine. Our congregation was very generous, and we raised a nice 

donation for this mission. 

 

              COASTAL DISTRICT    (Connie Boole President) 



           DISTRICT HAPPENINGS  (Continued) 

      COASTAL DISTRICT (continued) 

Nahunta United Women in Faith:  On March 16th, Kathy Brooks of Much Ministry and 2nd Story 

Goods visited with the Nahunta United Women in Faith to share her message of hope in Haiti.  She also 

brough handmade items to showcase the artists who design for 2nd Story Goods.  For over 10 years, 

Kathy and her family have lived between Georgia and Gonaives, Haiti.  You can read about their story in 

her book, “Painfully Honest.”  Much Ministries or Market Place Gonaives (MPG) is the vision of a                 

financially self-sustaining catalyst for economic change in the city of Gonaives. It’s a game changer!  It is 

the renovation of the old Match Factory that is becoming a vibrant multi-business complex and so much 

more. 2nd Story Goods is a non-profit artisanal social enterprise located in Gonaives, Haiti. They fight 

poverty by employing local makers to create home goods and accessories from locally-sourced and                      

upcycled materials for a living wage.  The makers groups include:  leather, jewelry, clay, baskets, sewing, 

aluminum, horn, bone & wood, steel drum metal art, screen printing and new banana paper cards. 

Kathy Brooks’ family started a tiny home business in GA when their kids were young teenagers.  They 

built and painted furniture and sign pieces and had to learn the business side as they went along.  Even 

though 2nd Story is a much larger and broader endeavor, that tiny bit of business experience has been very 

helpful.   

As Kathy pointed out, even though she is Director of 2nd Story Goods, she doesn’t own it; it’s an                            

enterprise under the Non-profit Much Ministries.  That means that all profits are used to further the mis-

sion of MUCH.  The mission of MUCH is to help individuals, families, and communities to move out of 

poverty to a place of thriving, freedom, and dignity through education, business incubations, and leadership 

development.  Much Ministries is a 501c3 non-profit registered in Georgia.  That means that purchases are 

not tax deductible, but donations made toward the work are.   

The Artisans are paid a living wage (approximately 135% the minimum wage for Haiti).  Sadly, 2/3 of 

adults in Haiti are unemployed or underemployed.  It’s estimated the 80% of “orphans”  living in                    

orphanages in Haiti have at least one living parent.  These “orphans” are the result of poverty.   

For example, “Moso” means “pieces in Haitian Creole.  Every month, tons of used and overstocked cloth-

ing are shipped from developed countries to developing countries, like Haiti, where they are sold by local 

vendors or sent to the landfill.  So 2nd Story Goods reps go to the market and purchase clothing from the 

local vendors and bring them to the 2nd Story Goods’ backyard and hand wash each piece in big tubs.  

After the pieces dry, they are brought to the design table where they are cut and sewn back together to 

make each fabulous, one of a kind piece of art.  What a great ministry.  Remember, systemic poverty is 

complicated; but not invincible!  The strategies of MUCH interrupts and dismantles the cycles of poverty. 

——————————————————————————————————————————— 

   Christian sympathy is extended to the family od Margaret M. Jacobs, who   
passed away peacefully at home on St. Simons Island surrounded by her         
loving family.  Margaret was only 75 years old and she fought a courageous 
battle with pancreatic cancer.    

Margaret was a member of Wesley Frederica United     
Methodist Church of St Simons and was serving as 
Coastal District Treasurer, United Women in Faith at 
the time of her death.   
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       DISTRICT HAPPENINGS (Continued) 

NORTHEAST DISTRICT—President Martha Ray 

A lot has been happening in the NE District.   Both Bellville and Statesboro First held there UMW (now 

UWF) Sundays.  Statesboro First celebrated UMW Sunday at both the Contemporary Service and at the 

11:00 am Traditional Service.  Bellville celebrated their UMW Sunday as UMW Sunday in Red, with              

members wearing red as noted in the picture below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Bellville UMW Sunday in Red                         Statesboro First UMW Sunday 

Bellville UWF also conducted  a mission study on Poverty.  The picture below if of items that group donated 

for individuals experiencing poverty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Action Workshop:  Saturday, May 14th, a workshop was held at Calvary UMC in Swainsboro                    

entitled “How to Become a More Inclusive Church, Aware of the Special Needs of People with Various                  

Disabilities?”  The workshop was led by Mr. John C. Terwilliger, a local resident, who is a retired warden 

from the GA Department of Corrections, and a person who is presently dealing with physical limitations.  He           

emphasized the need to convey respect to the disabled person, making eye contact with them at their level, 

speaking directly to the person rather than to their caregiver, and recognizing that some disabilities are not 

visible (hearing loss, learning disabilities, phobias, mental illness, depression).  Less than 50% of disabled 

persons regularly attend church  due to the effort it takes to prepare to get there.  He reminded everyone that 

we have many more accommodations in the USA than in impoverished countries.  He also reminded the 

group that “physical healing may not be in our job description;” therefore, find out how the disability affects 

their life.  A fragile body may well contain strength of character, strength of purpose and a reservoir of 

strength to be shared and appreciated.  He reminded the group to think:  How can I be Jesus to the person?  

How can I lessen their isolation?  What can I learn from them?  Pictured above are Mr. Terwilliger, Margaret 

Ray, Betty  Champion, Sandra Williams, and Stacy Neal. 



           DISTRICT HAPPENINGS (Continued) 

                       NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT (Agnes McKinney President) 

SPEICAL WELCOME to Agnes McKinney as the new NC District President.  Agnes agreed to step up to 

the plate to fill the position. Agnes is also the Assistant Mission u Dean.   

Lizella UWF:  This small unit has been really active lately.  They held UWF Sunday, with Dr. Rey      

VeRonda Brown as the guest speaker.  They also honored Belle H. Miller with a Special Mission                       

Recognition on her 96th birthday. They also collected baby items and made a $110 donation  to Wesley 

Community Center.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    UWF SUNDAY SPEAKER                                  SPECIAL RECOGNITION FOR BELLE MILLER                          

DR. REY VERONDA BROWN 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

. 

M.L. Harris UMC:  United Women in Faith Day was celebrated at M.L. Harris on March 13th.  Rev.               

Patricia Burns was the guest speaker for the service.  A Special Recognition Pin was presented to Tamika 

Brown as the unit’s 2022 Quite Disciple.  Tamika and Tamika’s mother, Hattie Brown, are the unit’s first 

mother-daughter Quite Disciple duo.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    UWF SUNDAY SPEAKER  - REV PATRICIA BURNS                              UWF SUNDAY 

      NORTHWEST DISTRICT (Patsy Thomas President) 



          DISTRICT HAPPENINGS  (Continued) 

 

     SOUTHWEST DISTRICT (Sonya Aldridge—President) 

Spiritual Growth Enrichment:  On March 5th, Pinson Memorial UMC hosted the first Southwest District 

in-person event since 2020 with 35 members in attendance.  “Finding Joy in the Journey” was the theme 

for the day, with Helen Smith as the moderator.  Helen guided attendees through Lisa McGrath’s faith walk 

as shared in the reading program book, “The Journey Between Us:  My Faith Walk:  Overcoming Grief to 

Find Joy in the Journey.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southwest District UMC’s Month of Love for Vashti.  In conjunction with the Southwest District 

UMC’s Month of Love in February, the district United Women in Faith provided supplies and assembled 

UMCOR kits with the youth at Vashti.   

Vashti:  For Vashti’s “Most People Dressed as a Butterfly” Guiness World Record Attempt held on May 

6th, Ellen Jeter and Sonya Aldridge served as Stewards to get the official count.  Prior to the event, 450 

people had registered; however, severe weather threats resulted in a count of 35 less than the world record 

of 367.  Plans are already in the works for another attempt next year.  So, get your butterfly costume ready 

to raise awareness for children’s mental health. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to Laurie Jo on the birth of her newest Great Grandson.  Now she has another one 

to spoil. 

 

Baxley UMC:  Mark your calendars!!!  The South GA Conference Annual Meeting will be held at Baxley 

UMC on October 15th.  Stay tuned for more details.  The good news, it will be an in-person event. 

 

Nashville UMC:  Nashville UMC will again host the District Leadership Training Event (DLTE).  It will 

be an in-person event on October 1, 2022.  2023 Conference and district officers should plan to attend 

DLTE.  

 

           SOUTH CENTRAL DISTRICT (Laurie Jo Upchurch President) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    JULY 

  15-17 

MISSION U                                           
Epworth By The Sea.  Theme:  “Who Can We Be   

Together?”  Based on Luke 13.  For Adults, Children 

and Youth.     

SOCIAL ACTION WORKSHOP 

Centerville UMC, August 6th., 9:30 AM.    

“A Poverty Experience.”    

AUGUST 

6  

OCT 

1 

DLTE 2022 

Nashville UMC.  Registration at 9:30 AM, 

                             Training at 10:00 AM 

The Purpose of                       

United Women in 

Faith 

 
 

The organized unit of United Women 

in Faith shall be a community of              

women whose purpose is to know God 

and to experience freedom as whole 

persons through Jesus Christ, to       

develop a creative supportive fellow-

ship; and to expand concepts of                  

mission through the participation in 

the global ministries of the church. 

 

Peace doesn’t come from finding 
a lake with no storms.  It comes 
from having Jesus in the boat. 

(John Ortberg) 

   TEL A Woman Page 13 

  SGC Annual Meeting  
    Baxley UMC 

      Registration at 9:30 AM, Meeting at 10:00 

OCT 

15 



SGC UWF LEADERSHIP TEAM—2022 

President:               Tara Jones                              mtcccjones@hotmail.com 
                                                                                                                    229-686-4242 
Secretary:               Heather Dixon                        heatherburns218@yahoo.com  
                                                                                                                    229-292-0110 
Treasurer:               Diane James                            edjamesdiane@netscape.com 
                                                                                                                    229-723-8865 
Mission Coordinator              Patricia Salgado                     patriciasalgado98@gmail.com            
  Education & Interpretation                                                                      229-506-0064 
 
Mission Coordinator             Nancy Hudson                         ladymusik@aol.com                           
  Spiritual Growth                                                                                     478-952-0671 
 
Mission Coordinator              Sylvia Copp                            sylviacopp1@windstream.com 
  Social Action                                                                                           229-563-1752 
 
Secretary of              Barbara Morris                      morrisbarbara583@gmail.com 
  Program Resources                                                                                 706-662-5801 
 
Communications             Lynn Harper                          lynn_harper@msn.com 
  Coordinator                                                                                             478-951-3260 
 
Chairperson, Committee            Cheryl King                            cherylking4642@gmail.com 
  On Nominations                                                                                       478-697-2379 
 

                  DISTRICT PRESIDENTS 

Coastal               Connie Boole                          cboole58@gmail.com 
                                                                                                                   912-210-1583 
Northeast               Martha Ray                            martharay2104@gmail.com 
                                                                                                                  912-687-6865 
North Central               Agnes McKinney   mckinneywilliea@gmail.com 
               229-365-3704 
Northwest               Patsy Thomas                         pjthomas06@gmail.com 
                                                                                                                 706-442-8854 
Southwest              Sonya Aldridge                       daldridge08@windstream.net 
                                                                                                                  229-589-0459 
South Central              Laurie Jo Upchurch               lju1960@icloud.com 
                                                                                                                  912-278-0999 
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