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Mission u 2017 – “Grow in Love”

2017 Mission u Team and Study Leader

141 United Methodist Women,
children and youth (and a few men)
gathered at Epworth by the Sea to
“Grow in Love” through fellowship,
study, and worship at 2017 Mission u.
Rev. Dr. L. K. Pendleton, St. Mary’s Road
UMC, inspired us with her presentation
on God’s Covenants throughout
the Bible. Ruth Ann Powers, former
Director of United Methodist Women
and past president of the AlabamaWest Florida UMW, taught us how the
United Methodist Church is in mission
in the Alaska, Oklahoma Indian, and Red
Bird Missionary Conferences. Leading
a study on Climate Justice Beth Bond
of Southeast Green opened our eyes to
the damage we are doing to our planet
and how we can do our part to respond.
Allison Lindsey, associate director of
Connectional Ministries, led a class on
preparing your church to respond when
disasters strike.
We heard an update

on Open Door from Kim Jenkins, learned
about South Georgia Missions at the
Mission Fair, shopped for books and Red
Bird craft items, and browsed the Learning
Center displays.
A slightly modified schedule with
shorter classes and more activities in the
morning gave plenty of free time in the
afternoon. During free time everyone
was treated to a free frozen yogurt at
Fuse. The children, led by Kara Turk, had
fun making totem poles, quilt squares,
and weaving potholders as they learned
about the missionary conferences. This
year we had the largest youth group we
have had in quite awhile--25! Led by
Brooke and Aaron Avera, they not only
studied the missionary conferences but
also prepared and delivered sack lunches
in the neighborhood around Faith Works,
spent time with the residents at Magnolia
Manor assisted living, and led the Morning
Watch on Sunday. Recreational activities
Continued on Page 3

WOMEN

President’s Message

Our Covenant
with Each Other

As we end the summer and begin
thinking about the last quarter of the
year, I have spent some time reflecting
on my work as your conference
president. I am coming to the end of
my tenure and a
new president will
be installed at the
Annual Meeting
on October 21 at
Statesboro
First
United Methodist
Church.
Our Mission u
experience in July
Mary Exley
was one of the best
weekends of study that we have had in
a long time. The Spiritual Growth study
was presented by Rev. L. K. Pendleton,
and she put zest, sparkle and fire into a
subject – Covenant Community—that
brought the joy of covenant to life.
Her teaching enforced the four year
vision that we have all held dear for
four years, through to the final phase.
Rev. Pendleton helped us to understand
from the beginning to end what living
in covenant really means.
During my four years as your president,
I have put forth much effort to keep us
STRONG. The conference leadership
has worked to provide opportunities
to the membership in South Georgia
to develop and rekindle deep roots of
faith, hope and love.
The first two years of my tenure were
spent carrying out the annual conference
mandate of organizing ourselves into
six districts. The organization went well
and we accomplished what we were
expected to do. Sadly, we lost some
of our vim and vigor. I have heard
expressions that it changed us. We
Continued on Page 2

Meet Our Spiritual Growth Coordinator
Ellen Jeter is married to Earle Jeter and
has four sons and four grandchildren.
She lives in the Southwest District where
she serves as the president of her home
church UMW. In addition, she is acting
Secretary of the church and lay person
for the Whigham/Springhill charge. She
is a board member of Vashti Center.
Previously, she was past president of the
Southwest District of United Methodist
Women.
Mrs. Jeter is very active in the community
where she serves as president of the

Continued from Page 1
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Wayside Ladies club and also as a trustee
of the Wayside School House Community
Center. She is an active substitute teacher
of the Grady County School system.
Ellen enjoys her family, her church, her
United Methodist Women and Jesus, so
much that her grand’s introduce her to
their friends as “This is my Gran, she is
a Jesus freak!” Praise the Lord for Ellen
as she continues to spread the word of
Jesus as South Georgia UMW Conference
Spiritual Growth Coordinator.

Ubuntu Ecuador Mission Journey

SAVE THE DATE

MARCH 23-24, 2018

“Women, Faith and Ecology” was the
theme of United Methodist Women’s
Ubuntu Journey to Ecuador, August 17 26. Jeanne Lindsey from Park Avenue UMC
in Valdosta and I traveled with nine other
women from all over the United States to
visit with and learn from the women of
the United Evangelical Methodist Church
of Ecuador. Sara Flores, Missionary with
the General Board of Global Missions,
was our facilitator and translator. We
first met with Bishop Silvio Ceballos and
learned how the Evangelical churches
decided to become Methodists in 2000.
They have only 20 congregations and
are concentrating on growing. There are
many children and youth in the churches.
Three of the twenty ordained pastors are
women. Pastor Carmen and Pastor Blanca
told us about their programs in microcredit
loans and handicraft marketing to help
the women earn money and improve
their lives. The women have most of
the work to do at home and on the farm
because many of the men are forced to
leave the rural areas and go to cities to
get jobs. We visited with women in two
locations: a Methodist camp ground near
Santo Domingo and at the Church of
the Good Shepherd near Otavalo. There
was great singing, worship, learning and
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fellowship over meals in both places.
We were entertained with traditional
dancing. We heard about women’s roles
and responsibilities in taking care of God’s
creation. Part of our presentation was
based on the mission study “Climate
Justice.” We met two recipients of college
scholarships from United Methodist
Women (provided by your mission giving).
Raquel just graduated with a degree in
environmental engineering, and Abigail
will study medicine. We learned how to
harvest and prepare the cocoa bean to
make chocolate. Jeanne was in charge
of making brownies, and in spite of the
fact that she had to use a propane gas
oven for the first time, the brownies were
a big success. We visited a small family
farm and saw how they worked together
to plant and harvest corn, potatoes and
vegetables for the family meals, doing
most of the work by hand. While in
Ecuador we were also able to visit a
T’schilia traditional village, the national
cathedral, a museum featuring the work
of Ecuador’s most famous artist, and, of
course, the equator. United Methodist
Women are using your mission dollars to
impact the lives of countless women and
children you will never meet, but I have
been privileged to meet some of them,
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THE PURPOSE
We must not forget what we are all
about. We must not forget “the covenant.”
As Rev. Pendleton reminded us, there are
many instances of “making covenant,” in
the Bible, and we who study our Bibles
have read all of those. Our organization
has a covenant with “the least of these.”
But, the covenant that I want to remind
you of and leave with you as I depart as
your conference president is, the one Paul
reminded us of, ”because God has said,
Never will I leave you, never will I forsake
you.”
The organization of United Methodist
Women is not the same organization of 50
years ago, and we should not expect it to
be. Gone is the rigid structure of dos and
don’ts and long list of officers. It is taking
time to smooth out after re-districting, but
I pray that in time we will rebound and
pick up our strength and carry on.
In October when the new president
is installed, I will be right beside her,
honoring her new authority and praying
everyday for the new vision that she will
bring to UMW. Let’s all do that. Let’s
all make a “covenant” to support her,
for in doing so, we guarantee that our
organization will stay STRONG.
Love to you all...
Mary Exley
Conference President
and I would enjoy sharing my mission
experiences with your UMW. Please call
me at 229-868-6068 or 229-868-0381 if I
can present a program for you. You just
might decide to go on an Ubuntu Journey
of your own.
by Carol Banks

Prayer Time for UMW

SOUTH GEORGIA CONFERENCE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S

MARCH 23-24,2018

lost our identity. Gone were some of our
district sisters who were placed in other
districts. And, I do not deny any of that.
But there is one aspect that we must
concentrate on:

	
  

7:30 a.m. Daily (or anytime)
God Answers Prayer!
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for youth included bowling and a trip to the beach. Children, youth, and adults came
together to lead our closing worship, challenging us to allow the Holy Spirit to move us
to put our faith into action. Rev. Dr. Nita Crump, Southwest District Superintendent,
guided us through the Communion Service, interpreting each section as we heard it
read and drawing us closer to Christ our Lord.
Mission u is always a time for cultivating friendships, growing spiritually, and
expanding our concepts of mission. Tara Jones and Becky Britton, dean and assistant
dean of Mission u for 2018-2019, are already planning for Mission u 2018. So mark July
12-15, 2018, on your calendar and plan to be there. Great things are in store!

Rev. L.K. Pendleton and Mary Exley

Connecting Neighbor Class

Prayer Room

Living in a Covenant Community Class
United Methodist Children Home
participating in Mission Fair

Missionary Conference Class

Children at Mission u

Climate Justice Class
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Open Door Community House Receives Donation
During the South Georgia Annual
Conference held June 4-7, 2017, the
United Methodist Women time was use
to present a check to the Open Door
Community House in Columbus, Georgia.
Rev. Kim Jenkins, Executive Director, was
on hand to receive the donation on behalf
of the organization. This donation was
made possible through the generosity
of Dr. Charlene Black who donated the
proceeds from the sale of her book “God
Had a Plan Even for a Little Girl From
Dexter” to the United Methodist Women
to be used for mission. Open Door will use
the funds to purchase computers for their
after school programs and to purchase
Bibles for the Chaplaincy Program.
Open Door is one of three (3) mission
agency that the United Methodist
Women’s support in the South Georgia
Conference. Its mission is to empower
impoverished people in our community
to realize their full potential as children of
God. The agency has been in operation
since 1935.
Dr. Black presents check to
Rev. Jenkins
Youth Group at Mission u
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Conference Executive Committee

Report of the Nominating Committee 2018 -19

President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Exley

Nell Calhoun, Chair

Secretary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlcie Jones

The Committee on Nominations presents the following slate of officers for election to serve the
United Methodist Women of the South Georgia Conference for the years 2018 - 2019.

Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . Sandra Simpson

President

Carol Banks
(229) 868-6068

127 S. 3rd Ave, McRae, GA 31055
cbanks1@windstream.net

Elaine Shierling
206 Eagle Trace Dr., Warner Robins, GA 31093
(478)919-7845
laine_marie@yahoo.com
		
Communications
Agnes McKinley 2450 Willingham Rd.; Abbeville, GA 31001
Coordinator
(229) 365-3704
mckinneywillie@gmail.com
				
Secretary of Program Sylvia Copp
3584 Hwy 168
Resources
(229) 563-1752
sylviacopp1@windstream.net
Secretary

Mission Coordinators
Education and
Interpretation. . . . . . . . . . . Lynn Harper
Spiritual Growth. . . . . . . . Ellen Jeter
Secretary of Program
Resources. . . . . . . . . . . Agnes McKinney
Communications
Coordinator. . . . . . Margaret Wheeler
Nominations Committee
Chairperson. . . . . . . . . . . . . Nell Calhoun

District UMW Presidents
Coastal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Patti Newman

Social Action

Barbara Morris

41 Spring St., Midland, GA 31820
(706) 565-7767

Nominations
Chairperson

Becky Britton
(706) 326-2436

199 Lee Road, Smithstation, AL 36877		
brittonlida@gmail.com

Member,
Joyce Causey
Nominations Comm. (229) 725-5776

P.O. Box 3, Arlington, GA 39813

Continuing in Position:
Treasurer

Sandra Simpson
(912) 367-6550

P. O. Box 621; Baxley, GA 31515
san_bel@bellsouth.net

Education &
Interpretation

Lynn Harper
(478) 892-3123

57 Crabapple Dr.; Hawkinsville, GA 31036
lynn.harper@msn.com

North Central. . . . . . . . . Nancy Hudson
Northeast. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gale Rigdon

South Georgia United Methodist Women website...

Northwest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Karen Hartin

www.sgaumc.org/umw

South Central. . . . . . . . . . . . Carol Banks
Southwest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nancy Pye

Please visit our website to receive information about
conference and district events.
The Tele-A-Woman is published three times a year
for the enjoyment of the United Methodist Women of
the South Georgia Conference. Submit information for
consideration to: Margaret Wheeler, 988 Myers Drive,
Dublin, GA 31021. Telephone (478) 275-1042.
E-mail: mwheeler@nlamerica.com. The Tele-A-Woman
can be accessed on our conference website at:
www.sgumc.org/umw.
Though we try to avoid duplication in our mailings,
sometimes they occur. Should you receive more than
one copy of a mailing of Tele-A-Woman, please pass the
duplicate to a friend and let Margaret Wheeler know
so we can correct our mailing list. Please send address
corrections to the above address.

988 Myers Drive
Dublin, GA 31021

Margaret Wheeler
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